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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE  public  may  not 
he    altogether    un- 
'-__  prepared  for  the  re- 
^^  appearance  of  the 
Bibliomania    in    a 
more  attractive  garb 
lltan    heretofore ; — 
and,  in  consequence, 
"7ff'C^_|__^  ^^^    '  '"         more  in  uniforrfiity 
with  the  previous  publications  of  the  Author. 

More  than  thirty  years  have  elapsed  since  the  last 
edition ;  an  edition,  which  has  become  so  scarce  that 
there  seemed  to  be  no  reasonable  objection  u>hy  the 
possessors  of  the  other  worh  of  the  Authw  tkould  he 
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Viii  ADVEBTISEMENT. 

derived  of  an  opportunity  of  adding  the  present  to 
the  number :  and  although  this  re-dmpression  may,  on 
first  glance,  appear  something  like  a  violation  of  con- 
tract with  ike  public,  yet,  when  the  length  of  time  which 
has  eUxpsed,  and  the  smallness  of  the  price  of  the  pre- 
ceding  impression,  he  considered,  there  does  not  appear 
to  he  any  very  serious  ohstacle  to  the  present  republica- 
tion ;  the  more  so,  as  the  number  of  copies  is  limited 
to  five  hundred. 

Another  consideration  deeply  impressed  itself  upon 
the  mind  of  the  Author.  The  course  of  thirty  years 
has  necessarily  brought  changes  and  alterations  amongst 
"  men  and  things.'^  The  dart  of  death  has  been  so 
busy  during  this  period  that,  of  the  Bibliomaniacs  so 
plentifully  recorded  in  the  previous  work,  scarcely  three, 
— including  the  Author — have  survived.  This  hous  fur- 
nished a  monitory  theme  for  the  Appendix;  which, 
to  the  friends  both  oj  the  dead  and  the  living,  cannot 
be  perused  without  sympathising  emotions — 

^  A  sigh  (he  absent  claivm,  tike  dead  a  ieair.^ 

The  changes  and  alterations  in  ^things,^ — that  is  to  say 
in  the  £fi)IiOtlIAnta  itself— have  been  equally  ca^ 
pricious  and  unaccountable :  our  countrymen  being,  in 
these  days,  to  the  fuU  as  fond  of  novelty  and  variety  as 
in  those  of  Henry  the  Eighth.  Dr.  Board,  who  wrote  his 
Introduction  of  Knowledge  in  the  year  1542,  and 
dedicated  it  to  the  Princess  Mary,  thus  observes  of 
our  countrymen : 


ADVEBTISEMBNT.  ix 

I  am  an  Engluhman^  and  naked  do  I  stand  here. 
Musing  tfi  my  mind  \t^uU  roMtuni  I  shall  wear  ; 
For  now  I  wUl  wear  this,  and  now  I  wUl  wear  that, 
Now  I  wiU  wear — I  cannot  teU  what. 

This  highly  curious  arid  illvMrative  work  vxxs  re- 
printed^ with  all  its  wood^vJt  embeUishments^  by  Mr. 
Upcott.  A  copy  of  the  original  and  most  scarce  edition 
is  among  the  Selden  hooks  in  the  Bodleian  library,  and 
in  the  Chetham  Collection  at  Manchester.  See  the 
Typographical  Antiquities,  vol.  iii  p.  168-60. 

But  lapprehend  the  general  apathy  of  Bibliomaniacs 
to  be  in  a  great  measure  attributable  to  the  vast  influx  of 
BooKSf  of  every  description,  from  the  Continent — ounng 
to  the  long  continuance  of  peace;  and  yet,  in  the 
appearojnce  of  what  are  called  English  Rarities,  the 
market  seems  to  be  almost  as  barren  as  ever.  The 
toounds,  inflicted  in  the  Hbbbrian  contest^  have  gra- 
dually  healed,  and  are  subsiding  into  forgetfulness ; 
excepting  where,  from  collateral  causes,  there  are  too 
many  striking  reasons  to  remember  their  eodstence. 

Anoiherm^tivemaybehumbly,yetconfldently,assigned 
for  the  reappearance  of  this  Work.  It  uxis  thought, 
by  its  late  proprietor, — Mr.  Edward  Walmslby* — 
to  whose  cost  and    liberality  this    edition   owes  its 

• 

*  Mr,  Edward  Walmslet,  who  died  in  1841,  at  an  adwinced 
age^  had  been  long  known  to  me.  He  had  latterly  extensive  caUco- 
printing  works  at  Mitcham^  and  devoted  mtuih  of  hie  time  to  the 
production  of  beautiful  patterns  in  thai  fabrication;  his  tastSy  in 
almost  every  thing  which  he  undertook,  leant  towards  the  fine  arts. 
His  body  wcu  in  the  counHng-hotue ;  but  his  spirit  wm  abroad,  in  the 
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appearance — to  be  a  volume^  in  itself^  of  pleasant  and 
profitable  perusal ;  composed  perhaps  in  a  quaint  and 
original  style,  but  in  accordance  vrith  the  characters  of 
the  Dramatis  Personse.  Be  this  as  it  may^  it  is  a 
work  divested  of  all  acrimonious  feeling — is  appli- 
cable  to  all  classes  of  society,  to  whom  harmless  en- 
thusiasm cannot  be  offensive^  and  is  based  upon  a 
foundation  not  likely  to  be  speedily  undermined. 

T,   F.    DIBDIN, 

May  1, 1842. 

iiuiio  of  the  painter  or  engraver.  Had  his  noiural  taUnts,  vhich 
were  strong  and  elastic,  been  cvitivated  in  early  life,  he  loould,  in  aU 
probabHUy,  hcwe  attained  a  considerable  repiUation.  How  he  loved 
to  embellish  ^almost  to  satiety — a  favourite  work,  may  be  seen  by 
constUting  a  subsequent  page  towards  the  end  of  this  volums.  He 
planned  and  published  the  Physiognomical  Portraits,  a  perform- 
ance not  divested  of  interest— but  failing  in  general  success^  from 
the  prints  being,  in  many  irutances,  a  repetition  of  their  precursors. 
The  thought,  however,  was  a  good  one  ;  and  many  of  the  heads  are 
powerfully  executed.  He  took  also  a  lively  interest  in  Mr,  Major's 
splendid  edition  of  WalpoU^s  Anecdotes  of  Painting  in  England, 
a  vfork,  which  can  never  want  a  reader  while  taste  has  an  abiding- 
place  in  one  British  bosom, 

Mr,  Walmsley  possessed  a  bram  and  generous  spirit ;  and  I  scarcely 
knew  a  man  more  disposed  to  bury  the  rememhrance  of  men's  errors 
in  that  of  their  attainments  and  good  qualities. 
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Styll  am  I  besy  bokes  assemblynge. 
For  to  have  plenty  it  is  a  pleasaunt  ihynge 
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But  what  they  mene  I  do  nat  understonde. 
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In  laying  before  thepvhlic  the  following  bri^  and 
supernal  account  of  a  disease^  which,  till  it  arrested 
the  attention  of  Dr.  Ferriar,  had  entirely  escaped  the 
sagacity  of  all  ancient  and  modem  physicians^  it  has 
been  my  object  to  touch  chiefly  on  its  leading  cha- 
racteristics ;  and  to  present  the  reader  {in  the  language 
of  my  old  friend  Francis  Quarles)  with  an  ^^  honest 
pennyvHyrth^' of  information,  which  mxiy,  in  the  end, 
either  suppress  or  soften  the  ravages  of  so  destructive 
a  malady.  I  might  easily  have  swelled  the  size  of 
this  treatise  by  the  introduction  of  much  additional^ 
and  not  incurious^  mxxtter ;  but  I  thought  it  m^ost 
prudent  to  wait  the  issue  of  the  present  **  recipe^*  at 
once  sirnple  in  its  composition  aud  gentle  in  Us  effects. 

Some  apology  is  due  to  the  amiable  and  accom- 
plished  chara^der  to  whom  my  epistle  is  addressed^ 
as  well  as   to   the  public,  for  the  apparently  conr 
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fused  and  indigested  manner  in  which  the  notes  are 
attached  to  the  Jirst  part  of  this  treatise;  but, 
unless  I  had  thrown  them  to  the  end  {a  plan  which 
modem  custom  does  not  seem  to  waf^ant),  it  will 
be  obvioics  that  a  different  arrangement  could  not 
h^we  been  adopted ;  and  equally  so  that  the  perusaly 
first  of  the  text,  and  afterwards  of  the '  notes,  wiU 
be  the  better  mode  of  passing  judgment  upon  both. 


T.  R  D. 


KmtvngUm,  June  6,  1809. 


TO    THE    READER. 


SHORT  time  after. 
thepiMioation  of  the 
^  first  edition  of  this 
work,  a  very  worthy 
and  shrewd  JOblio- 
mamac,  acddenttdly 
meeting  me,  exclaim- 
ed that  "the  booh 
would  do,  but  that 
there  loas  not  gall 
enovgh  in  it."  As  he  was  himsdf  a  Book-Auction- 
loving  Bibliomaniac,  /  was  resolved^  in  a  futvure 
edition,  to  gratify  him  and  similar  CoUectors  by 
writing  Part  III.  of  the  present  impression ;  the  motto 
of  which  may  probably  meet  their  approbation. 

It  will  be  evident,  on  a  slight  inspection  of  the  pre- 
sent edition,  that  it  is  so  much  altered  and  enlarged 
as  to  assume  the  character  of  a  new  work.  This  has 
not  been  done  without  mature  refiection ;  and  a  long- 
cherished  hope  of  making  it  permanently  useful  to  a 
large  class  of  General  Readers,  as  well  as  to  Book- 
Collectors  and  Bibliographers. 


xvi  TO  THE  READER. 

It  appeared  to  me  that  tu^ices  of  such  truly 
valuable,  and  oflerUimei  curious  and  rare,  books,  as 
the  ensuing  pages  describe;  hut  more  especially  a 
Personal  History  of  Literature^  in  the  characters  of 
Collectors  of  Books ;  had  long  been  a  desideratum 
even  wUh  classical  students:  and  in  adopting  the 
present  form  of  publication^  my  chief  object  was  to 
relieve  the  dryness  of  a  didactic  style  by  the  intro- 
duction of  Dramatis  Personae. 

The  worthy  Gentlemen^  by  whom  the  Drama  is 
conducted^  may  be  called^  by  some^  merely  wooden 
machines  or  p^  to  hang  notes  upon ;  but  I  shall 
not  be  disposed  to  quarrel  with  any  criticism  uhich 
may  be  passed  upon  their  acting^  so  long  as  the 
greater  part  of  the  information,  to  which  their 
dialogue  gives  rise,  may  be  thought  serviceable  to 
the  real  interests  of  Literature  and  Bibliography. 

If  I  had  chosen  to  assume  a  mare  imposing  air 
with  the  public,  by  spinning  out  the  cofitents  of  this 
dosely-printed  book  into  two  or  mare  volumes — 
which  might  have  been  done  udthout  violating  the 
customary  made  of  publication — the  expenses  of  the 
purchaser,  and  the  profits  of  the  author,  would  have 
equally  increased:  but  I  was  resolved  to  bring  forward 
as  much  matter  as  I  could  impart,  in  a  convenient 
and  not  inelegantly  executed  form ;  and,  if  my  own 
emoluments  are  less,  I  honestly  hope  the  reader^s 
aduantage  is  greater. 

The  Engraved  Ornaments  of  Portraits,  Vignettes, 
and  Borders,  were  introduced,  as  well  to  gratify  the 
eyes  of  tasteful  Bibliomaniacs,  as  to  impress,  upon 
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the  minds  of  readers  in  general^  (t  more  vivid  recol- 
lection  of  some  of  those  trvly  illvMrious  chardcters 
hy  whom  the  History  of  British  Literature  has 

been  preserved. 

It  remains  only  to  add.that  the  present  work  was 
undertaken  to  relieve,  in  a  great  measure,  the  anguish 
of  mind  arising  from  a  severe  dcmestic  affliction ;  and 
if  the  voice  of  those  whom  we  tenderly  loved,  whether 
pare)fit  or  child,  could  he  heard  from  the  grave,  / 
trust  it  would  convey  the  sound  of  approbation  for 
thus  having  filed  a  part  of  the  mea,sure  of  that  time 
which,  every  hour^  brings  us  nearer  to  those  from 
whom  we  are  separated. 

And  now,  Benevolent  Reader,  in  promising  thee 
as  mu^ch  amusement  and  instruction  as  ever  were  offered 
in  a '  single  volume,  of  a  nature  like  to  the  present,  I 
bid  thee  farewell  in  the  language  of  Vogt,*  who  thus 
praises  the  subject  of  which  we  are  about  to  treat : — 
'^  Quis  non  amabilem  earn  kmdahit  insaniam,  qiuB 
universes  rei  litteraricB  non  obfuit,  sed  prqfuit ;  his- 
tories litteraricB  doctrinam  insigniter  locupletavit ; 
ingentemque  exercitum  volwmnum,qaibus  alias  aut  in 
remotiora  Bibliothecarum  publicarum  scrinia  commi- 
grandv/m  erat,  aut  plane  pereundum,  a  carceribus  et 

interitu  vindicavit,  exoptatissim^que  lud  et  eruditorum^ 
u^sui  mvUiplici  felicitur  restituit  ?" 

T.  F.  D. 

KemingUyrif  March  25,  1811. 


*  Catalogus  Librorum  Kariorum,  pnef.  ix.  edit  1793. 
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MY  DEAR  SIB, 

Whbn  the  poetical  Epistle  of  Dr.  Ferriar,  under  the 
popular  title  of  **  The  Bibliomania,"  was  announced 
for  publication,  I  honestly  confess  that,  in  common 
with  many  of  my  book-loving  acquaintance,  a  strong 
sensation  of  fear  and  of  hope  possessed  me:  of  fear, 
that  I  might  have  been  accused,  however  indirectly,  of 
having  contributed  towards  the  increase  of  this  Mania ; 
and  of  hope,  that  the  true  object  of  boofc-collecting, 
and  literary  pursuits,  might  have  been  fully  and  fairly 
developed.  The  perusal  of  this  elegant  epistle  dissi- 
pated alike  my  fears  and  my  hopes ;  for,  instead  of 
caustic  verses,  and  satirical  notes,  (1)1  found  a  smooth, 

(1)  There  are,  nevertheless,  some  satirical  aUosions  which  one  could 
have  wished  had  been  suppressed.    For  instance  : 

He  turns  where  Pybus  rears  his  atlas-head, 
Or  Madoo*b  mass  conceals  its  veins  of  lead  ; 

What  has  Mr.  Pybus's  gorgeous  book  in  praise  of  the  late  Russian 
Emperor  Paul  L  (which  seme  have  called  the  chef  -  dceuvre  of 
*  Bensle/s  press)  to  do  with  Mr.  Southey's  fine  Poem  of  Madoc  ? — in 
which,  if  there  are  **  veins  of  lead/'  there  are  not  a  few  **  of  silver 
and  gold."    Of  the  extraordinary  talents  of  Mr.  Southey,  the  indefa- 

*  This  book  is  beautifully  executed,  undoubtedly,  but  being  little  more  than  a 
thin  folio  pamphlet  devoid  of  typographical  embellishment— it  has  been  thought 
\fj  some  hardlv  fair  to  say  this  of  a  press  which  brought  out  so  many  works 
characterised  by  magnitude  and  various  elegance.    B.  B. 

h 
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melodious,  and  persuasive  panegyric ;  unmixed,  how- 
ever, with  any  rules  for  the  choice  of  books,  or  the 
regulation  of  study. 

To  say  that  I  was  not  gratified  by  the  perusal  of  it 
would  be  a  confession  contrary  to  the  truth ;  but  to 
say  how  ardently  I  anticipated  an  amplification  of  the 
subject,  how  eagerly  I  looked  forward  to  a.  number  of 

tigable  student  in  ancient  lore,  and  especially  in  aU  that  regards 
Spanish  Literature  and  Old  English  Romances,  this  is  not  the  place 
to  make  mention.  His  "  Remains  of  Henry  Kirk  JVhite/*  the  sweetest 
specimen  of  modem  biography,  has  sunk  into  every  heart,  and  re- 
ceived an  eulogy  from  every  tongue.    Yet  is  his  own  life 

''  The  more  endearing  song.'* 

Dr.  Ferriar's  next  satirical  verses  are  levelled  at  Mr.  Thomas  Hope. 

*'  The  lettered  fop  now  takes  a  larger  scope, 

With  classic  furniture,  designed  by  Hope. 

(Hope,  whom  upholsterers  eye  with  mute  despair. 

The  doughty  pedant  of  an  elbow  chair.'') 
It  has  appeared  to  me  that  Mr.  Hope's  magnificent  volume  on 
*' Household  Furniture"  has  been  generally  misunderstood,  and,  in  a 
few  instances,  criticised  upon  false  principles. — The  first  question  is, 
does  the  subject  admit  of  illustration  ?  and  if  so,  has  Mr.  Hope  illus- 
trated it  properly  ?  I  believe  there  is  no  canon  of  criticism  which 
forbids  the  treating  of  such  a  subject ;  and,  while  we  are  amused  with 
arch»ological  discussions  on  Roman  tiles  and  tesselated  pavements, 
there  seems  to  be  no  absurdity  in  making  the  decorations  of  our 
sitting  rooms,  including  something  more  than  the  floor  we  walk 
upon,  a  subject  at  least  of  temperate  and  classical  disquisition. 
Suppose  we  had  found  such  a  treatise  in  the  volumes  of  Gronovius 
and  Montfaucon?  (and  are  there  not  a  few,  apparently,  as  unim- 
portant and  confined  in  these  rich  volumes  of  the  Treasures  of 
Antiquity?)  or  suppose  something  similar  to  Mr.  Hope's  work  had 
been  found  among  the  ruins  of  Herculaneum  ?  Or,  lastly,  let  us 
suppose  the  author  had  printed  it  only  as  a  private  book,  to  be  circu- 
lated as  a  present !  In  each  of  these  instances,  should  we  have  heard 
the  harsh  censures  which  have  been  thrown  out  against  it  ?  On  the 
contrary,  is  it  not  very  probable  that  a  wish  might  have  been  ex- 
pressed that ''  so  valuable  a  work  ought  to  be  made  public" 

Upon  what  principle,  a  priori,  are  we  to  ridicule  and  condemn  it  ? 
I  know  of  none.  We  admit  Vitruvius,  Inigo  Jones,  Gibbs,  and  Cham- 
bers, into  our  libraries :  and  why  not  Mr.  Hope*s  book  ?  Is  decoration 
to  be  confined  only  to  the  exterior  ?  and,  if  so,  are  works,  which  treat 
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curious,  apposite,  and  amusing  anecdotes,  and  found 
them  not  therein,  is  an  avowal  of  which  I  need  not 
fear  the  rashness,  when  the  known  talents  of  the  de- 
tector of  Stem's  plagiarisms  (2)  are  considered.  I 
will  not,  however,  disguise  to  you  that  I  read  it  with 
uniform  delight,  and  that  I  rose  from  the  perusal 
with  a  keener  appetite  for 

"  The  small,  rare  volame,  black  with  tarnished  gold/' 

Dr,  F^rriaa't  Bp.  T.  138. 

Whoever  undertakes  to  write  down  the  follies  which 
grow  out  of  an  excessive  attachment  to  any  paxticular 

of  these  onlj,  to  be  read  and  applauded  7    Is  the  delicate  bas-relief^ 

and   beautifully  carved  column,  to  be  thrust  from  the  cabinet  and 

drawing  room,  to  perish  on  the  outside  of  a  smoke-dried  portico? 

Or,  is  not  that  the  most  deserving  of  commendation  which  produces 

the  most  numerous  and  pleasing  associations  of  ideas?    I  recollect, 

when  in  company  with  the  excellent  Dr.  Jennsr, 

[clanim  et  veoerabile  nomen 

Gentibus,  et  multum  nostrse  quod  proderat  urbi] 

and  a  half  dozen  more  friends,  we  visited  the  splendid  apartments  in 
Duchess  Street,  Portland  Place,  we  were  not  onlj  struck  with  the 
appropriate  arrangement  of  every  thing,  but,  on  our  leaving  them, 
and  coming  out  into  the  dull  foggy  atmosphere  of  London,  we  ac- 
knowledged that  the  effect  produced  upon  our  minds  was  something 
like  that  which  might  have  arisen  had  we  been  regaling  ourselves  on 
the  silken  couches,  and  within  the  illuminated  chambers,  of  some  of 
the  enchanted  palaces  described  in  the  Arabian  Nights'  Entertain* 
ments.  I  suspect  that  those  who  have  criticised  Mr.  Hope's  work 
with  asperity  have  never  seen  his  house. 

These  sentiments  are  not  the  result  of  partiality  or  prejudice,  for  I 
am  wholly  unacquainted  with  Mr.  Hope.  They  are  delivered  with 
xeal,  but  with  deference.  It  is  quite  consolatory  to  find  a  gentleman 
uf  large  fortune,  of  respectable  ancestry,  and  of  classical  attainments, 
devoting  a  great  portion  of  that  leisure  time  which  hangs  like  a  leaden 
weight  upon  the  generality  of  fashionable  people,  to  the  service  of 
the  Fine  Arts,  and  in  the  patronage  of  merit  and  ingenuity.  How 
much  the  world  will  again  be  indebted  to  Mr.  Hope's  taste  and 
liberality  may  be  anticipated  from  the  '*  Gostwne  of  the  Ancients/*  a 
work  which  has  recently  been  published  under  his  particular  super- 
intendence. 

(2)  In  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Manchester 
Literary  Society,  part  iv.,  p.  45-87,  will  be  foui^d  a  most  ingenious 
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pursuit,  be  that  pursuit  horses,  (3)  hawks,  dogs,  guns, 
snuff  boxes,  (4)  old  china,  coins,  or  rusty  armour,  may 

and  amusing  Essay,  entitled  "  Comments  on  Sterne,"  whieh  excited  a 
good  deal  of  interest  at  the  time  of  its  publication.  This  discovery 
may  be  considered,  in  some  measurey  as  the  result  of  the  Biblio- 
ICAKIA.  In  my  edition  of  Sir  Thomas  More's  Utopia,  a  suggestion 
is  thrown  out  that  even  Burton  may  have  been  an  imitator  of 
Boisatuau :  see  yoL  IL  143. 

(3)  It  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  the  first  book  in  this  oountzj 
which  excit^  a  passion  for  the  Sports  of  the  field  was  Dame  Juliana 
Bemers,  or  Barnes's,  work,  on  Hunting  and  Havokmg,  printed  at  St 
Alban's,  in  the  year  14S6 ;  of  which  Lord  Spencer^s  copy  ii,  I  believe, 
the  only  perfect  one  known.  It  was  formerly  the  Poet  Mason's,  and 
is  mentioned  in  the  quarto  edition  of  Hoccleve's  Poems,  p.  19,  1786. 
See  too  Bibl.  Mason.  Pt  iv.  No.  153.  Whether  the  forementioned 
worthy  lady  was  really  the  author  of  the  work  has  been  questioned. 
Her  book  was  reprinted  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde  in  1497,  with  an 
additional  Treatise  on  Fishing,  The  following  specimen,  from  this 
latter  edition,  ascertains  the  general  usage  of  the  French  language 
with  our  huntsmen  in  the  15th  century. 

Beasts  of  Venery. 

Where  so  erer  ye  fare  by  frith  or  by  fell, 

My  dear  child,  take  heed  how  TryBtx-am  do  you  tell. 

How  many  manner  beasts  of  Venery  there  were : 

Listen  to  your  dame  and  she  shall  you  lore, 

Foiur  manner  beasts  of  Venery  there  are. 

The  first  of  them  Js  the  Hart ;  the  second  is  the  Hart ; 

The  Hortt  is  one  of  tEem ;  the  Wolf ;  and  not  one  mo. 

Beasts  of  the  Chace. 

And  where  that  ye  come  in  plain  or  in  place 
I  shall  tell  you  which  be  beasts  of  enchace. 
One  of  them  is  the  Biijck  ;  another  is  the  Doe  ; 
The  Fox  ;  and  the  Marteronf  and  the  wild  Roe  ; 
And  ye  shall  ^ee,  my  dear  child,  other  beastee  idl : 
Where  so  ye  them  find  RatoaX  ye  shall  them  calL 

Of  the  hunting  of  the  Hare. 

How  to  speke  of  the  haare  how  all  shall  be  wrought : 
When  she  shall  with  houndes  be  founden  and  sought. 
The  fyrst  worde  to  the  hotidis  that  the  hunter  shall  out  pit 
Is  at  the  kenell  doore  whan  he  openeth  it. 
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be  thought  to  have  Uttle  consulted  the  best  means  of 
ensuring  success  for  his  labours,  when  he  adopts  the 

That  an  maye  liym  here :  he  shall  say  "  ArenT 
Tor  his  houndes  would  oome  to  hastfly. 
That  is  the  ftrate  worde  my  sone  of  Venery. 
And  when  he  hath  oouplyed  his  honndes  eohoon 
And  is  forth  wyth  theym  to  the  felde  goon. 
And  whan  he  hath  of  caste  his  oottples  at  wyll 
Thenne  he  shall  speke  and  saye  his  houndes  tyll 
."  Son  de  eoupU  avant,  $a  avaaU  /"  twyse  soo : 
And  then  "So  ho,  to  ho  f*  thxyes,  and  no  moo. 

And  then  say  **  Saey  <wawU,  io  how"  I  thou  praye,  etc.  The  follow- 
ing are  a  few  more  specimens — *'Ha  ey  Umn  cy  est  yU — Venea  are$ta 
how  Ml — La  douce  kteita  venuz — Ho  ho  ore^  awet  a  kty,  dotice  a  luy — 
So  Jiow,  §0  how,  venez  acoupUr  \\f 

Whoever  wishes  to  see  these  subjects  brought  down  to  later  times, 
and  handled  with  considerable  dexterity,  may  consult  the  last  num- 
bers of  the  Censura  Literaria,  with  the  signature  J.  H.  affixed  to 
them.  Those  who  are  anxious  to  procure  the  rare  books  mentioned 
in  these  bibliographical  treatises,  may  be  pretty  safely  taxed  with 
being  infected  by  the  BibUomania.  What  apology  my  friend  Mr. 
Haslewood,  the  author  of  them,  has  to  offer  in  extenuation  of  the 
mischief  committed,  it  is  his  business,  and  not  mine,  to  consider  ;  and 
what  the  public  will  say  to  his  curious  forthcoming  reprint  of  the 
ancient  edition  of  Wynkyn  De  Worde  on  Hunting,  Hawking,  and 
Fishing,  1497  j(with  wood  cuts),  I  will  not  pretend  to  divine  ! 

In  regard  to  Hawking,  I  believe  the  enterprising  Colonel  Thornton 
in  the  only  gentleman  of  the  present  day  who  keeps  up  this  custom  of 
"  good  old  times." 

The  Sultans  of  the  £ast  seem  not  to  have  been  insensible  to  the 
charms  of  Falconry,  if  we  are  to  judge  from  the  evidence  of  Tippoo 
Saib  having  a  work  of  this  kind  in  his  library ;  which  is  thus  described 
from  the  Catalogue  of  it  just  published  in  a  fine  quarto  volume,  of 
which  only  250  copies  are  printed. 

**  Shdbbdr  Ndmeh,  4to.  a  Treatise  on  Falcony ;  containing  Instruc- 
tions for  selectiog  the  best  species  of  Hawks,  and  the  method  of 
teaching  them ;  describing  their  different  qualities ;  also  the  disorders 
they  are  subject  to,  and  method  of  cure.  Author  unknown." — Oriental 
Libraryof  Tippoo  Saib,  1809,  p.  96. 

(4)  Of  Snuff  boxes  every  one  knows  what  a  collection  the  great 
Frederick,  King  of  Prussia,  had— many  of  them  studded  with  precious 

stones,  and  decorated  with  enamelled  portraits.  Dr.  C.  of  Q > 

has  been  represented  to  be  the  most  successful  rival  of  Frederick,  in 
this  **  line  of  collection,"  as  it  is  called  ;  some  of  his  boxes  are  of  un- 
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dull  vehicle  of  Prose  for  the  commnication  of  his 
ideas  not  considering  that  from  Poetry  ten  thousand 
bright  scintillations  are  struck  oflF,  which  please  and 
convince  while  they  attract  and  astonisL  Thus  when 
Pope  talks  of  allotting  for 

"  Pembroke  (5)  Statues,  dirty  Gods  and  Coiiui ; 
Bare  monkiBh  inanuscriptB  for  Heame  (6)  alone ; 
And  books  to  Mead  (7)  and  butterflies  to  Sloane/'  (8) 

■ 

when  he  says  that 

These  Aldus  (9)  printed,  those  Du  SUeil  has  bound  (10) 

moreover  that 

For  Locke  or  Milton  (11)  'tis  in  vain  to  look ; 
These  shelves  admit  not  any  modem  book  ; 

he  not  only  seems  to  illustrate  the  propriety  of  the 

common  curiosity.  It  may  gratify  a  Bibliographer  to  find  that  there 
are  other  Manias  besides  that  of  the  book  ;  and  that  even  physicians 
are  not  exempt  from  these  diseases. 

Of  Old  Ghinaj  Coins,  and  Rusty  Armour,  the  names  of  hundreds 
present  themselves  in  these  departments ;  but  to  the  more  commonly* 
known  ones  of  Rawle  and  Grose,  let  me  add  that  of  the  late  Mr.  John 
White,  of  Newgate-Street;  a  catalogue  of  whose  curiosities  [includ- 
ing some  very  uncommon  books]  was  published  in  the  year  178S,  in 
three  parts,  8vo.  Dr.  Burney  tells  us  that  Mr.  White  **  was  in  pos- 
session of  a  valuable  collection  of  ancient  rarities,  as  weU  as  natural 
productions,  of  the  most  curious  and  extraordinary  kind ;  no  one  of 
which  however  was  more  remarkable  than  the  obliging  manner  in 
which  he  allowed  them  to  be  viewed  and  examined  by  his  friends." — 
History  of  Music,  vol.  II.  639,  note. 

(5)  The  reader  will  find  an  animated  eulogy  on  this  great  nobleman 
in  Walpole*s  Anecdotes  of  Painters,  vol.  iv.  227  :  part  of  which  was 
transcribed  by  Joseph  Warton  for  his  Variorum  edition  of  Pope's 
Works,  and  thence  copied  into  the  recent  edition  of  the  same  by 
the  Rev.  W.  L.  Bowles.  But  Pembroke  deserved  a  more  particidar 
notice.  Exclusively  of  his  fine  statues,  and  architectural  decorations, 
the  Earl  contrived  to  procure  a  number  of  curious  and  rare  books  ; 
and  the  testimonies  of  Maittaire  [who  speaks  indeed  of  him  with  a 
sort  of  rapture !]  and  Palmer  shew  that  the  productions  of  Jenson 
and  Caxton  were  no  strangers  to  his  library.  Annales  Typographici, 
voL  I.  13.  edit  1719.  History  of  Printing,  p.  v.  **  There  is  nothing 
that  so  surely  proves  the  pre-eminence  of  virtue  more  than  the  uni- 
versal admiration  of  mankind,  and  the  respect  paid  it  even  by  persons 
in  opposite  interests  ;  and  more  than  this,  it  is  a  sparkling  gem  which 
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foregoing  remark,  by  shewing  the  immense  superiority 
of  verse  to  prose,  in  ridiculing  reigning  absurdities,  but 
he  seems  to  have  had  a  pretty  strong  foresight  of  the 

eren  time  does  not  destroy :  it  is  hung  up  in  the  Temple  of  Fame,  and 
respected  for  ever.*'  Continuation  of  Granger,  voL  L  37,  &c  "  He 
raised,  continues  Mr.  Noble,  a  collection  of  Antiques  that  were  un- 
rivalled bj  anj  subject  His  learning  made  him  a  fit  companioB  for 
the  literatL  Wilton  will  ever  be  a  monument  of  his  extensive  know- 
ledge ;  and  the  princelj  presents  it  contains,  of  the  high  estimation 
in  which  he  was  held  by  foreign  potentates,  as  weU  as  by  the  many 
monarchs  he  saw  and  served  at  home.  He  lived  rather  as  a  primitive 
christian ;  in  his  behaviour,  meek  :  in  his  dress,  plain  :  rather  retired, 
conversing  but  little.**  Burnet,  in  the  History  of  his  own  Times,  has 
spoken  of  the  Earl  with  spirit  and  propriety. 

(6)  In  the  recent  Variorum  Edition  of  Pope's  Works,  all  that  is 
annexed  to  Heame's  name,  as  above  introduced  by  the  Poet,  is, 
'*  well  known  as  an  Antiquarian." 

Alas,  Poob  Heabnb  ! 

thy  merits,  which  are  now  fully  appreciated,  deserve  an  ampler 
notice !  In  spite  of  Gibbon's  immerciful  critique  [Posthumoiu  Works, 
vol.  II.  711.]»  the  productions  of  this  modest,  erudite,  and  indefatigable 
antiquary  are  rising  in  price  proportionably  to  their  worth.  If  he 
had  only  edited  the  Gollectansa  and  Itinerary  of  his  favourite  Leland, 
he  would  have  stood  on  high  ground  in  the  department  of  literature 
and  antiquities ;  but  his  other  and  numerous  works  place  him  on  a 
much  loftier  eminence.  Of  these,  the  present  is  not  the  place  to  make 
mention  ;  suffice  it  to  say  that,  for  copies  of  his  works,  on  Labob 
Pape^,  which  the  author  used  to  advertise  as  selling  for  78.  or  \0s., 
or  about  which  placards,  to  the  same  effect,  used  to  be  stuck  on  the 
walls  of  the  colleges, — these  very  copies  are  now  sometimes  sold  for 
more  than  the  like  number  of  guineas !  It  is  amusing  to  observe  that 
the  lapse  of  a  few  years  only  has  caused  such  a  rise  in  the  article  of 
Hbabnb  ;  and  that  the  Peter  Langtoft  on  large  paper,  which  at 
Eowe  Mores's  sale  [Bibl.  Mores.  No.  2191.]  was  purchased  for  £1.  2s. 
produced  at  a  late  sale,  [AD.  1808]  £Z7  !  A  complete  list  of  Heame's 
Pieces  will  be  foimd  at  the  end  of  his  Life,  printed  with  Leland's,  &c., 
at  the  Clarendon  Press,  in  1772,  8vo.  Of  these  the  ''  Acta  Apostolorum, 
Gr.  Lat;"  and  '*  Alvredi  Beverlacensis  Annates,"  are,  I  believe,  the 
scarcest  It  is  wonderful  to  think  how  this  amiable  and  excellent 
man  persevered  "  through  evil  report  and  good  report,"  in  illustrating 
the  antiquities  of  his  country.  To  the  very  last  he  appears  to  have 
been  molested ;  and  among  his  persecutors,  the  learned  editor  of 
JosephuB  and  Dionysius  Halicamasseus,  Dr.  Hudson,  must  be  ranked, 
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BiBUOMANiiL  which  rages  at  the  present  day.  How* 
ever,  as  the  ancients  tell  ns  that  a  Poet  cannot  be  a 
mantifactured  creature,  and  as  I  have  not  the  smallest 

to  the  dLapi^ace  of  himself  and  the  party  which  he  espoused.  ^  Heame 
WB8  buried  in  the  church  yard  of  St.  Peter's  (at  Oxford)  in  the  Eaat^ 
where  is  erected  oyer  his  remains^  a  tomb,  with  an  inaaiptiQn  written 
b J  himflelfi 

AmicitiflB  Ergo. 

Here  lyeth  the  Bod  J  of 

Thoicas  HxABsrSy  IL  A. 

Who  studied  and  preserred 

Antiquitiea. 

He  dyed  June  10,  173S. 

Aged  57  years. 

Deut  TTTii  :  7. 

Remember  the  days  of  old ; 

consider  the  years 

of  many  generations ; 

ask  thy  Father 
and  he  will  shew  thee  ; 

thy  elders 

and  they  will  tell  thee. 

Jok  TiiL  8,  9»  la 

Enquire  I  pray  thee.* 

Lift  ofHionUf  p.  34. 

(7)  Of  Dr.  Mkad  and  his  Libraiy  a  particular  account  is  giTen  in 
the  following  pages. 

(8)  For  this  distinguished  character  consult  Nichols's  Aiucdota  of 
B^wyer,  550,  note* ;  which,  however,  relates  entirely  to  his  ordinary 
habits  and  modes  of  life.  His  magnificent  collection  of  Natural 
Curiosities  and  MSS.  is  now  in  the  British  Museum. 

(9)  The  annals  of  the  Aldine  Press  have  had  ample  justice  done  to 
them  in  the  beautiful  and  accurate  work  published  by  Renouard, 
under  the  title  of  *'  Annales  dt  L*Imprim€rU  da  AUUy*  in  two  toIs, 
8to.  1604.  One  is  rather  surprised  at  not  finding  any  reference  to 
this  masterly  piece  of  bibli(^:raphy  in  the  last  edition  of  Mr.  Roecoe's 
Leo  X.,  where  there  is  a  pleasing  account  of  the  establishment  of  the 
Aldine  Presa. 

(10)  I  do  not  recoUect  having  seen  any  book  bound  by  this  binder 
Of  Psdaloup,  De  Rome,  and  Baumgarten,  where  is  the  fine  collection 
that  does  not  boast  of  a    few  specimens  ?    We  will  speak  **  anon"  of 
the  Roger   Paynesi  Kalthoebers,  Herrings,  Stagemiers,  and  Mackin- 
lays  of  the  day ! 
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pretensions  to  the  "  rhyming  art,"  [although  in  former 
(12)  times  I  did  venture  to  dabble  with  it]  I  must  of 
necessity  have  recourse  to  Prose ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  your  candour  and  forbearance  in  perusing  the 
pages  which  ensue. 

K  ever  there  was  a  country  upon  the  face  of  the 
globe — ^from  the  days  of  Nimrod  the  beast,  to  Bagford 
(13)the  book, hunter^— distinguished  for  the  variety, the 
justness,  and  magnanimity  of  its  views  ;  if  ever  there 
was  a  nation  which  really  and  unceasingly  *'  felt  for 
another's  woe"  [I  call  to  witness  our  Infirmaries, 
Hospitals,  Asylums,  and  other  public   and  private 

(11)  Tliisis  not  the  reproach  of  the  age  we  live  in ;  for  reprints  of 
Bacon,  Locke,  and  Milton  have  been  published  with  complete  success. 
It  would  be  ridiculous  indeed  for  a  man  of  sense,  and  especially  a 
University  man,  to  give  £5  or  £6  for  '^  OossorCi  School  of  Abuse ^  against 
Pipers  and  Players"  or  £3.  3*.  for  a  clean  copy  of  " Recreation  far 
Ingenious  Head  Pieces^  or  a  Pleasant  Grove  for  their  Wits  to  walk  in" 
and  grudge  the  like  sum  for  a  dozen  handsome  octavo  volumes  of  the 
finest  writers  of  his  coimtry. 

(12)  About  'twelve  years  ago  I  was  rash  enough  to  publish  a  smaU 
volume  of  Poems,  with  my  name  afi&xed.  They  were  the  productions 
of  my  juvenile  years ;  and  I  need  hardly  say,  at  this  period,  how 
ashamed  I  am  of  their  author-ship.  The  monthly  and  Analytical 
Reviews  did  me  the  kindness  of  just  tolerating  them,  and  of  warning 
me  not  to  commit  any  future  trespass  upon  the  premises  of  Parnassus. 
I  struck  off  500  copies,  and  was  glad  to  get  rid  of  half  of  them  as 
waste  paper ;  the  remaining  half  has  been  partly  destroyed  by  my 
own  hands,  and  has  partly  mouldered  away  in  oblivion  amidst  .the 
dust  of  Booksellers'  shelves.  My  only  consolation  is  that  the  volume  is 
exceedingly  rare  / 

(13)  "  John  Baofobd,  by  profession  a  bookseller,  frequently  travelled 
into  Holland  and  other  parts,  in  search  of  scarce  books  and  valuable 
prints,  and  brought  a  vast  number  into  this  kingdom,  the  greatest 
part  of  which  were  purchased  by  the  Earl  of  Oxford.  He  had  been 
in  his  younger  days  a  shoemaker;  and,  for  the  many  curiosities 
wherewith  he  enriched  the  famous  library  of  Dr.  John  Moore,  Bishop 
of  Ely,  his  Lordship  got  him  admitted  into  the  Charter  House.  He 
died  in  1706,  aged  65 :  after  his  death  Lord  Oxford  purchased  all  his 
collections  and  papers,  for  his  libraiy :  these  are  now  in  the  Harleian 
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Institutions  of  a  charitable  nature,  that,  like  so  many- 
belts  of  adamant,  unite  and  strengthen  us  in  the  great 
cause  of  Humanity]  ;  if  ever  there  was  a  country  and  a 
set  of  human  beings  pre-eminently  distinguished  for 
all  the  social  virtues  which  soften  and  animate  the  soul 
of  man,  surely  Old  England  and  Englishmen  aeb 
THEY !  The  common  cant,  it  may  be  urged,  of  all 
writers  in  favour  of  the  country  where  they  chance  to 
live !  And  what,  you  will  say,  has  this  to  do  with 
Book  Collectors  and  Books  ? — Much,  every  way:   a 

coUection  in  the  Britisli  Museum.  In  1707  were  published,  in  the 
Philosophical  Transactions,  his  Proposals  for  a  General  History  of 
Printing." — Bowyer  and  Nichols's  Origin  of  Printing,  p.  164,  189,  note. 
It  has  been  my  fortune  (whether  good  or  bad  remains  to  be  proved) 
not  only  to  transcribe  the  slender  memorial  of  Printing  in  the  Philo- 
sophical Transactions,  drawn  up  by  Wanley  for  Bagford,  but  to  wade 
through  forty-two  folio  volumes,  in  which  Bagford's  materials  for  a 
History  of  Printing  are  incorporated,  in  the  British  Museum:  and 
from  these,  I  think  I  have  furnished  myself  with  a  pretty  fair  idea  of 
the  said  Bagford.  He  was  the  most  himgry  and  rapacious  of  all  book 
and  print  collectors  ;  and,  in  his  ravages,  spared  neither  the  most 
delicate  nor  costly  specimens.  His  eyes  and  his  mouth  seem  to  have 
been  always  open  to  express  his  astonishment  at,  sometimes,  the  most 
common  and  contemptible  productions ;  and  his  paper  in  the  Philo- 
sophical Transactions  betrays  such  simplicity  and  ignorance  that  one 
IB  astonished  how  my  Lord  Oxford  and  the  learned  Bishop  of  Ely 
could  have  employed  so  credulous  a  bibliographical  forager.  A  modem 
collector  and  lover  of  perfect  copies  will  witness,  with  shuddering, 
among  Bagford's  immense  collection  of  Title  Pages,  in  the  Museum, 
the  frontispieces  of  the  Complutensian  Polyglot,  and  Chauncy's 
History  of  Hertfordshire,  torn  out  to  illustrate  a  History  of  Printing. 
His  enthusiasm,  however,  carried  him  through  a  great  deal  of  labo- 
rious toil ;  and  he  supplied,  in  some  measure,  by  this  qualification, 
the  want  of  other  attainments.  His  whole  mind  was  devoted  to 
book-hunting ;  and  his  integrity  and  diligence  probably  made  his 
employers  overlook  his  many  failings.  His  hand-writing  is  scarcely 
legible,  and  his  orthography  is  still  more  wretched  ;  but  if  he  was 
ignorant,  he  was  humble,  zealous,  and  grateful ;  and  he  has  certainly 
done  something  towards  the  accomplishment  of  that  desirable  object, 
an  accurate  General  History  of  Printing.  In  my  edition  of  Ameii 
Typographical  AntiqmtieSf  I  shall  give  an  analysis  of  Bagford's  papers, 
with  a  specimen  or  two  of  his  composition. 
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nation  thus  glorious  is,  at  this  present  eventful  mo- 
ment, afliicted  not  only  with  the  Dog  (14),  but  the 
Book,  disease — 

Fire  in  each  eye,  and  paper  in  each  hand 
They  rave,  recite, 

Let  us  enquire,  therefore,  into  the  origin  and  tendency 

of  the  Bibliomania. 

In  this  enquiry  I  purpose  considering  the  subject 
imder  three  points  of  view  :  I.  Thb  History  of  the 
Disease;  or  an  account  of  the  eminent  men  who  have 
fallen  victims  to  it :  11.  The  Nature,  or  Symptoms 
OF  THE  Disease  :  and  III.  The  probable  means  of 
ITS  Cure.     We  are  to  consider,  then, 

1.  The  History  of  the  Disease.  In  treating  of 
the  history  of  this  disease,  it  wiU  be  found  to  have  been 
attended  with  this  remarkable  circumstance  ;  namely, 
that  it  has  almost  uniformly  confined  its  attacks  to  the 
male  sex,  and,  among  these,  to  people  in  the  higher  and 
middling  classes  of  society,  while  the  artificer,  labourer, 
and  peasant  have  escaped  wholly  uninjured.  It  has 
raged  chiefly  in  palaces,  castles,  halls,  and  gay  man- 
sions ;  and  those  things  which  in  general  are  supposed 
not  to  be  inimical  to  health,  such  as  cleanliness, 
spaciousness,  and  splendour,  are  only  so  many  induce- 
ments towards  the  introduction  and  propagation  of  the 
Bibliomania!  What  renders  it  particularly  for- 
midable is  that  it  rages  in  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and 
at  all  periods  of  human  existence.  The  emotions  of 
friendship  or  of  love  are  weakened  or  subdued  as  old 
age .  advances;  but  the  influence  of  this  passion,  or 

(14)  For  an  eloquent  account  of  this  disorder  consult  the  letters  of 
Dr.  Moselj  inserted  in  the  Morning  Herald  of  last  year.  I  have 
always  been  surprised,  and  a  little  vexed,  that  these  animated  pieces 
of  composition  should  be  relished  and  praised  by  every  one — but 
tk$  Faculty ! 


■>.. 
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rather  disease,  admits  of  no  mitigation:  ''it  grows 
with  our  growth,  and  strengthens  with  our  strength  ;** 
and  is  oft-times 

Hie  mUDgiMMioii  strong  in  daath.  (15) 

We  will  now,  my  dear  Sir,  begin  ''making  out  the 
catalogae"  of  victims  to  the  Bibliomania  !  The  first 
eminent  character  who  appears  to  have  been  infected 
with  this  disease  was  Eicuabd  De  Bubt,  one  of  the 
tutors  of  Edward  III.,  and  afterwards  Bishop  of  Dur- 
ham; a  man  who  has  been  uniformly  praised  for  the 
variety  of  his  erudition,  and  the  intenseness  of  his 
ardour  in  book-collecting.  (16)     I  discover  no  other 

(15)  The  writings  of  the  Roman  philologers  seem  to  bear  evidence 
of  this  fact  Seneca,  when  an  old  man,  says  that, '<  if  yon  are  fond  of 
books,  you  will  escape  the  ennui  of  life  ;  yon  will  neither  eigh  for 
evening,  disgusted  with  the  occupations  of  the  day — nor  will  you  live 
dissatisfied  with  yourself,  or  unprofitable  to  others."  De  Tranqui- 
UtaU,  eh*  3.  Cicero  has  positively  told  us  that  **  study  is  the  food  of 
youth,  and  the  amusement  of  old  age."  OrcU,  pro  Archia.  The 
younger  Pliny  was  a  downright  Bibliomaniac  ^  I  am  quite  trans- 
ported and  comforted,"  says  he,  "  in  the  midst  of  my  books :  they  give 
a  zest  to  the  happiest,  and  assuage  the  anguish  of  the  bitterest,  moments 
of  existence  !  Therefore,  whether  distracted  by  the  cares  or  the  losses 
of  my  family,  or  my  friends,  I  fly  to  my  library  as  the  only  refuge  in 
distress :  here  I  learn  to  bear  adversity  with  fortitude."  Epitt,  .lib. 
viiL  cap.  19.  But  consult  Cicero  De  Senectute,  All  these  treatises 
afford  abundant  proof  of  the  hopelessness  of  cure  in  cases  of  the 
Bibliomania. 

(16)  It  may  be  expected  that  I  should  notice  a  few  book-lovers, 
and  probably  Bibliomaniacs,  previously  to  the  time  of  Richard  De 
Bury ;  but  so  little  is  known  with  accuracy  of  Johannes  Scotus 
Erigena,  and  his  patron  Charles  the  Bald,  King  of  France,  or  of  the 
book  t^te-a-t^tes  they  used  to  have  together  —  so  little,  also,  of 
Nennius,  Bede,  and  Alfred  [although  the  monasteries  at  this  period, 
from  the  evidence  of  Sir  William  Dugdale,  in  the  first  volume  of  the 
Monasticon  were  ''opulently  endowed,*'  — inter  alia,  I  should  hope, 
with  magnificent  MSS.  on  vellum,  bound  in  velvety  and  embossed 
with  gold  and  silver],  or  the  illustrious  writers  in  the  Norman  period, 
and  the  fine  books  which  were  in  the  abbey  of  Croyland — so  little  is 
known  of  book-collectors,    previously  to  the    14th   century,  that  I 
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noterious  example  of  the  fatality  of  the  BiBUOJiANiA 
until  the  time  of  Henry  VII ;  when  the  monarch  him- 
self may  be  considered  as  having  added  to  the  number. 
Although  our  venerable  typographer,  Caxton,  lauds 
and  magnifies,  with  equal  sincerity,  the  whole  line  of 
British  Kings,  from  Edward  IV.  to  Henry  VII.  [under 
whose  patronage  he  would  seem,  in  some  measure,  to 
have  carried  on  his  printing  business],  yet,  of  all  these 
monarchs,  the  latter  alone  was  so  unfortunate  as  to 
fall  a  victim  to  this  disease.    His  library  must  have 

thought  it  the  most  prudent  and  safe  way  to  begin  with  the  above 
excellent  prelate. 

RiGHABD  De  Burt  was  the  friend  and  correspondent  of  Petrarch ; 
and  is  said  by  Mons.  de  Sade,  in  his  Memoires  pour  la  yie  de 
Fetraique,  ''  to  have  done  in  England  what  Petrarch  did  all  his  life 
in  France,  Italy,  and  Germany,  towards  the  discovery  of  MSS.  of 
the  best  ancient  writers,  and  making  copies  of  them  under  his  own 
superintendence."  His  passion  for  book-collecting  was  unbounded 
["  vir  ardentis  ingenii,"  says  Petrarch  of  him] ;  and  in  order  to  excite 
the  same  ardour  in  his  countrymen,  or  rather  to  propagate'  the  disease 
of  the  Bibliomania  with  all  his  might,  he  composed  a  bibliogra- 
phical work  imder  the  title  of  Philohiblion ;  concerning  the  first 
edition  of  which,  printed  at  Spires  in  1483,  Clement  (tom.  v.  142)  has 
a  long  gossiping  account ;  and  Morhof  tells  us  that  it  is  "  rarissima 
et  in  paucorum  manibus  versatur."  It  was  reprinted  in  Paris  in  1500, 
4to.,  by  the  elder  Ascensius,  and  ^quently  in  the  subsequent  century, 
but  the  best  editions  of  it  are  those  by  Goldastus  in  1674,  8vo.,  and 
Hummius  in  1703.  Morhof  observes  that,  '*  however  De  Bur/s  work 
savours  of  the  rudeness  of  the  age,  it  is  rather  elegantly  written,  and 
many  things  are  well  said  in  it  relating  to  BibHothecism."  Polyhist, 
LiUrar.  voL  i  187,  edit  1747. 

For  further  particulars  concerning  De  Bury,  read  Bale,  Wharton, 
Cave,  and  .Gk)dwin's  Episcopal  Biography.  He  left  behind  hun  a 
fine  library  of  MSS.  which  he  bequeathed  to  Durham,  now  Trinity, 
College,  Oxford. 

It  may  be  worth  the  antiquary's  notice,  that,  in  consequence  (I 
suppose)  of  this  amiable  prelate's  exertions,  ''in  every  convent  was 
a  noble  library  and  a  great:  and  every  friar,  that  had  state  in 
school,  such  as  they  be  now,  hath  an  huoh  Librabt."  See  the 
curious  Sermon  of  the  Archbishop  of  Armagh,  Nov.  8,  1387,  in 
Trevisa's  works  among  the  Harleian  MSS.  No.  1900.  Whether  these 
Friars,  thus  affected  with  the  i&ensy  of  book-collecting,  ever  visited 
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been  a  magnificent  one,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
splendid  specimens  of  it  which  now  remain.  (17)  It 
would  appear,  too,  that,  about  this  time,  the  Biblio- 
mania was  increased  by  the  introduction  of  foreign 
printed  books ;  and  it  is  not  very  improbable  that 
a  portion  of  Hemys  immense  wealth  wa^  devoted 
toward  the  purchase  of  vellum  copies,  which  were 
now  beginning  to  be  published  by  the  great  typogra- 
phical  triumvirate,  Verard,  Eustace,  and  Pigouchet. 

During  the  reign  of  Henry  VIIL,  I  should  suppose 
that  the  Earl  of  Surrey  (18)  and  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt 
were  a  little  attached  to  book-collecting ;  and  that 
Dean  Colet  (19)  and  his  friend  Sir  Thomas  More  and 

the  '^  old  chapelle  at  the  Est  End  of  the  church  of  S.  Saink  [Berk- 
shire], whither  of  late  time  resorted  in  pilgrimage  many  folkes  for 
the  disease  of  madness"  [see  Leland's  IttTieraryy  yoL  ii  29,  edit  1770] 
I  have  not  been  able,  after  the  most  diligent  investigation,  to  ascertain. 

(17)  The  British  Museum  contains  a  great  number  of  books  which 
bear  the  royal  stamp  of  Henry  VII. 's  arms.  Some  of  these  printed 
by  Verard,  upon  vbllum,  are  magnificent  memorials  of  a  library,  the 
Aspersion  of  which  is  for  ever  to  be  regretted.  As  Henry  VIII. 
knew  nothing  of,  and  cared  less  for,  fine  books,  it  is  not  very  impro- 
bable that  some  of  the  choicest  volumes  belonging  to  the  late  king 
were  presented  to  Cardinal  Wolsey. 

(18)  The  Earl  of  Surrbt  and  Sir  Thomas  Wyatt  were  among  the 
first  who  taught  their  countrymen  to  be  charmed  with  the  elegaifce 
and  copiousness  of  their  own  language.  How  effectually  they  accom- 
plished this  laudable  object,  will  be  seen  from  the  forthcoming 
beautiful  and  complete  edition  of  their  works  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  ]Nott* 

(19)  Colet,  More,  and  Erasmus  [considering  the  latter  when  he 
was  in  England]  were  here  undoubtedly  the  great  literary  triumvirate 
of  the  early  part  of  the  16th  century.  The  lives  of  More  and  Erasmus 
are  generally  read  and  known ;  but  of  Dean  Colet  it  may  not  be  so 
generally  known  that  his  ardour  for  books  and  for  classical  literature 

*  It  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  printer  of  this  yolume,  during  his  apprenticeship  to 
his  father,  to  oorrect  the  press  of  nearly  the  whole  of  Dr.  Nott's  laboiirs,  which 
were  completed,  after  several  years  of  toil,  when  in  the  extensive  conflagration 
of  the  printiDg-offioe  at  Bolt  Court,  Fleet-street,  in  1819,  all  but  two  copies  were 
tota%  destroyed  ! 
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Erasmus  were  downright  Bibliomaniacs,  There  can  be 
little  doubt  but  that  neither  the  great  Leland  (20)  nor 

was  keen  and  insatiable;  that,  in  the  foundation  of  St.  Paul's 
School,  he  has  left  behind  a  name  which  entitles  him  to  rank  in  the 
foremost  of  those  who  have  fallen  victims  to  the  Bibliomania.  How 
anxiously  does  he  seem  to  have  watched  the  progress,  and  pushed  the 
sale^  of  his  friend  Erasmus's  first  edition  of  the  Greek  Testament ! 
**  Quod  scribis  de  Novo  Testamento  intelligo.  Et  libri  nova  edUionis 
tucB  hie  avide  emuti^/wr  et  passim  leguntur  /"  The  entire  epistle  (which 
may  be  seen  in  Dr.  Knight's  diy  Life  x)f  Colet,  p.  315)  is  devoted  to 
an  accoimt  of  Erasmus's  publications.  ''  I  am  really  astonished,  my 
dear  Erasmus  [does  he  exclaim],  at  the  fruitfulness  of  your  talents  ; 
that^  without  any  fixed  residence,  and  with  a  precarious  and  limited 
income,  you  contrive  to  publish  so  many  and  such  excellent  works." 
Adverting  to  the  distracted  state  of  Germany  at  this  period,  and  to 
the  wish  of  his  friend  to  live  secluded  and  unmolested,  he  observes — 
^'  As  to  the  tranquil  retirement  which  you  sigh  for,  be  assured  that 
you  have  my  sincere  wishes  for  its  rendering  you  as  happy  and  com- 
posed as  you  can  wish  it.  Tour  age  and  erudition  entitle  you  to  such 
a  retreat.  I  fondly  hope,  indeed,  that  you  will  choose  this  country 
for  it,  and  come  and  live  amongst  us,  whose  disposition  you  know, 
and  whose  friendship  you  have  proved." 

There  is  hardly  a  more  curious  picture  of  the  custom  of  the  times, 
relating  to  the  education  of  boys,  than  the  Dean's  own  Statutes  for 
the  regulation  of  St.  Paul*s  School,  which  he  had  founded.  These 
shew,  too,  the  popular  books  then  read  by  the  learned.  "  The  children 
shall  come  unto  the  School  in  the  morning  at  seven  of  the  clock,  both 
winter  and  summer,  and  tarry  there  until  eleven  ;  and  return  against 
one  of  the  clock,  and  depart  at  five,  &c  In  the  school,  no  time  in  the 
year,  they  shall  use  tallow  candle  in  no  wise,  but  only  wax  cancUe,  at 
the  costs  of  their  Mends.  Also  I  will  they  bring  no  meat  nor  drink, 
nor  bottle,  nor  use  in  the  school  no  breakfasts,  nor  drinkings,  in  the 
time  of  learning,  in  no  wise,  &c  I  will  they  use  no  cockfightings, 
nor  riding  about  of  victory,  nor  disputing  at  Saint  Bartholomew, 
which  is  but  foolish  babbling  and  loss  of  time."  The  master  is  then 
restricted,  under  the  penalty  of  40  shillings,  from  granting  the  boys  a 
holiday,  or  "  remedy,"  [play-day,]  as  it  is  here  called  "  except  the 
King,  an  Archbishop,  or  a  Bishop,  present  in  his  own  person  in  the 
school,  desire  it."  The  studies  for  the  lads  were,  "  Erasmus's  Copia  & 
Institutum  Christian!  Hominis  (composed  at  the  Dean's  request) 
Lactantius,  Prudentius,  Juvencus,  Proba  and  Sedulius,  and  Baptista 
Mantuanus,"  and  such  other  as  shall  be  thought  convenient  and  most 
to  purpose  unto  the  true  Latin  speech :  all  barbary,  all  corruption,  all 
Latin  adulterate,  which  ignorant  blind  fools  brought  into  this  world. 
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his  Biographer  Bale,  (21)  were  able  to  escape  the  con- 
tagion ;  and  that,  in  the  ensuing  period,  Rogar  Ascham 
became  notorious  for  the  Book-disease.     He  purchased 

and  with  the  same  hath  distained  and  poisoned  the  old  Latin  bpeech, 
and  the  veray  Boman  tongue,  which  in  the  time  of  Tally  and  SaUnat 
and  Viigil  and  Terence  was  used — 1  say  that  filthiness,  and  aU  such 
abusion,  which  the  later  blind  world  brought  in,  which  more  iath«r 
may  be  called  BloUraiwre  that  Literature,  1  utterly  banish  and  ex* 
elude  out  of  this  school"    Life  of  Knight's  Colet,  368—4. 

What  was  to  be  expected,  but  that  boys,  thus  educated,  would 
hereafter  fSall  victuns  to  the  Bibliomania  ? 

(20)  The  history  of  this  great  men,  and  of  his  literary  labours,  is 
most  interesting.  He  was  a  pupil  of  William  lAUy^  the  first  head-mas- 
ter of  St  Paul's  School ;  and,  by  the  kindness  and  liberality  of  a  Mr. 
Myles,  he  afterwards  received  the  advantage  of  a  College  education, 
and  was  supplied  with  money  in  order  to  travel  abroad,  and  make 
such  collections  as  he  should  deem  necessary  for  the  great  work  which 
even  then  seemed  to  dawn  upon  his  young  and  ardent  mind.  Leland 
endeavoured  to  requite  the  kindness  of  his.  benefactor  by  an  elegant 
copy  of  Latin  verses,  in  which  he  warmly  expatiates  on  the  generosity 
of  his  patron,  and  acknowledges  that  his  acquaintance  with  the  Almm 
Matree  [for  he  was  of  both  Universities]  was  entirely  the  result  of 
such  beneficence.  While  he  resided  on  the  continent,  he  was 
admitted  into  the  society  of  the  most  eminent  Greek  and  Latin 
Scholars,  and  could  probably  number  among  his  correspondents  the 
illustrious  names  of  Budseua,  Erasmus,  the  Stephani,  Faber  and 
Tumebus.  Here,  too,  he  cultivated  his  natural  taste  for  poetry ;  and 
from  inspecting  the  fine  books  which  the  Italian  and  French  presses 
had  produced,  as  well  as  fired  by  the  love  of  Grecian  learning,  which 
had  fled,  on  the  sacking  of  Constantinople,  to  take  shelter  in  the 
academic  bowers  of  the  Medici,  he  seems  to  have  matured  his  plans 
for  carrying  into  effect  the  great  work  which  had  now  taken  full 
possession  of  his  mind.  He  returned  to  England,  resolved  to  institute 
an  inquiry  into  the  state  of  the  Libraries,  Antiquities,  Becords  and 
Writings  then  in  existence.  Having  entered  into  holy  orders,  and 
obtained  preferment  at  the  express  interposition  of  the  King,  (Henry 
VIIL),  he  was  appointed  his  Antiquary  and  Library  Keeper,  and  a 
royal  commission  was  issued  in  which  Leland  was  directed  to  search 
after  «  England's  Antiquities,  and  peruse  the  libraries  of  all 
Cathedrals,  Abbies,  Priories,  Colleges,  etc.,  as  also  all  the  places 
wherein  Becords,  Writings,  and  Secrets  of  Antiquity  were  repoeited.'' 
"  Before  Leland*s  time,"  says  Heame,  in  the  Prefsure  to  the  Itineraiy, 
"  all  the  literary  monuments  of  Antiquity  were  totally  disregarded ; 
and  Students  of  Germany,  apprised  of  this  culpable  indifference,  were 
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probably,  during  his  travels  abroad  (22)many  a  fine  copy 
of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Classics,  from  which  he  read 

Buffeied  to  enter  our  libraries  unmolested,  and  to  cut  out  of  the  books 
deposited  there  whatever  passages  they  thought  proper — which  they 
afterwards  published  as  relics  of  the  ancient  literature  of  their  own 
country.'* 

Leland  was  occupied,  without  intermission,  in  this  immense  under- 
taMng,  for  the  space  of  six  years ;  and,  on  its  completion,  he  hastened 
to  the  metropolis  to  lay  at  tiie  feet  of  his  Sovereign  the  result  of  his 
researches.  This  was  presented  to  Henry  under  the  title  of  A  Nbw 
Year's  Gift  ;  and  was  first  published  by  Bale  in  1549, '8vo.  *' Being 
inflamed,"  says  the  author,  ''with  a  love  to  see  thoroughly  all  those 
parts  of  your  opulent  and  ample  realm,  in  so  much  that  all  my  other 
occupations  intermitted,  I  have  so  travelled  in  your  dominions,  both 
by  ^e  sea  coasts  and  the  middle  parts,  sparing  neither  labour  nor 
costs,  by  the  space  of  six  years  past,  that  there  is  neither  cape  nor 
bay,  haven,  creek,  or  pier,  river,  or  confluence  of  rivers,  breeches, 
wastes,  lakes,  moors,  fenny  waters,  mountains,  vallies,  heaths,  forests, 
chases,  woods,  cities,  burghes,  castles,  principal  manor  places,  monas- 
teries and  colleges,  but  I  have  seen  them ;  and  noted,  in  so  doing,  a 
whole  world  of  things  very  memorable."  Leland  moreover  tells  his 
Majesty — that  ''By  his  laborious  journey  and  costly  enterprise,  he 
had  conserved  many  good  authors,  the  which  otherwise  had  been  like 
to  have  perished ;  of  the  which,  part  remained  in  the  royal  palaces, 
part  also  in  his  own  custody,  &c/* 

As  Leland  was  engaged  six  years  in  this  literary  tour,  so  he  was 
occupied  for  a  no  less  period  of  time  in  digesting  and  arranging  the 
prodigious  number  of  MSS.  he  had  collected.  But  he  sunk  beneath 
the  immensity  of  the  task !  The  want  of  amanuenses,  and  of  other 
attentions  and  comforts,  seems  to  have  deeply  affected  him ;  in  this 
melancholy  state,  he  wrote  to  Archbishop  Granmer  a  Latin  epistle,  in 
Terse,  of  which  the  following  is  the  commencement — very  forcibly 
describing  his  situation  and  anguish  of  mind. 

Est  congesta  mihi  doxni  supellez 
logons,  aurea,  nobilis,  venusta 
Qua  totus  studeo  Britanniarum 
Vero  reddere  gloriam  niton. 
Sed  fortuna  meia  noveroa  cceptia 
Jam  felioibus  invidet  maligna. 
Quare,  ne  pereant  brevi  vol  bora 
Moltanim  mihi  noctium  labores 

Omnes 

Grasmirb,  eximium  deem  piorum  ! 
Implorare  tuam  benignitatem 
Cogor. 
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to  his  illuBtrious  pupils,  Lady  Jane  Grey,  and  Queen 
Elizabeth :  but  whether  he  made  use  of  an  Editio 

The  result  ¥^as  that  Leland  lost  his  senses  ;  and,  after  lingering  two 
years  in  a  state  of  total  derangement,  he  died  on  the  18th  of  April, 
1552.  "  Pr6h  tristes  remm  humanamin  vices  I  pr6h  viri  optimi  de- 
plorandam  infelicissimamque  sortem !"  exclaims  Dr.  Smith,  in  his 
preface  to  Camden's  Life,  1691,  4to. 

The  precious  and  voluminous  MSS.  of  Leland  were  doomed  to  suffer 
a  fate  scarcely  less  pitiable  than  that  of  their  owner.  After  being 
pilfered  by  some,  and  garbled  by  others,  they  served  to  replenish  the 
pages  of  Stow,  Lambard,  Camden,  Burton,  Dugdale,  and  many  other 
antiquaries  and  historians.  Polydore  Virgil,  who  had  stolen  from 
them  pretty  freely,  had  the  insolence  to  abuse  Leland*8  memory — 
calling  him  *'  a  vain  glorious  man  f  but  what  shall  we  say  to  this 
flippant  egotist  ?  who,  according  to  Caius's  testimony  [Dt  Antiq, 
Cantab,  head,  lib,  1.]  "to  prevent  a  discovery  of  the  many  errors  of  his 
own  History  of  England,  collected  and  burnt  a  greater  number  of  an- 
cient histories  and  manuscripts  than  would  have  loaded  a  waggon.'* 
The  imperfect  remains  of  Leland's  MSS.  are  now  deposited  in  the 
Bodleian  Library,  and  in  the  British  Museum. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  Leland  is  a 
melancholy,  as    weU  as    illustrious,    example    of  the    influence    of 

the  BiBLIOSfANIA  ! 

(21)  In  spite  of  Balers  coarseness,  positiveness,  and  severity,  he  has 
done  much  towards  the  cause  of  learning ;  and,  perhaps,  towards  the 
propagation  of  the  disease  under  discussion.  His  regard  for  Leland 
does  him  great  honour;  and  although  his  plays  are  miserably  duU, 
notwithstanding  the  high  prices  which  the  original  editions  of  them 
bear,  (vide  ex.  gr.  Cat  Steevens,  No.  1221  ;  which  was  sold  for 
£12  lis.  See  also  the  reprints  in  the  Harleian  MisceUany)  the  lover 
of  literary  antiquities  must  not  foi^pt  that  his  "  Scriptores  BritannUff* 
are  yet  quoted  with  satisfaction  by  some  of  the  most  respectable 
writers  of  the  day.  That  he  wanted  delicacy  of  feeling,  and  impar- 
tiality of  investigation,  must  be  admitted;  but  a  certain  rough  honesty 
and  prompt  benevolence  which  he  had  about  him  compensated  for  a 
multitude  of  ofiFences.  The  abhorrence  with  which  he  speaks  of  tlie 
dilapidation  of  some  of  our  old  libraries  must  endear  his  memory  to 
every  honest  bibliographer :  "  Never  (says  he)  had  we  been  offended 
for  the  loss  of  our  Libraries,  being  so  many  in  number,  and  in  so 
desolate  places  for  the  more  part,  if  the  chief  monuments  and  most 
notable  works  of  our  excellent  writers  had  been  reserved.  If  there 
had  been  in  every  shire  of  England,  but  one  bolempnb  Librabt,  to 
the  preservation  of  those  noble  works,  and  preferment  of  good  learning 
in  our  posterity,  it  had  been  yet  somewhati  But  to  destroy  all  with- 
out consideration,  is,  and  will  be,  unto  England   for  ever,  a  most 
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Prtnceps,  or  a  Large  paper  copy,  I  have  hitherto  not 
been  lucky  enough  to  discover.     This  learned  cha- 

horrible  inflEimy  amoBg  the  grave  seniors  of  other  nations.  A  great 
number  of  them  which  purchased  those  superstitions  mansions,  reserved 
of  those  library-books,  some  to  serve  the  jakesj  some  to  scour  their 
candlesticks,  and  some  to  rub  their  boots :  some  they  sold  to  the  grocers 
and  soap-sellers ;  some  they  sent  over  sea  to  the  book-binders,  not  in 
small  number,  but  at  times  whole  ships  full,  to  the  wondering  of  the 
foreign  nations.  Yea,  the  Universities  of  this  realm  are  not  all 
clear  of  this  detestable  fact  But  cursed  is  that  belly  which  seeketh 
to  be  fed  with  such  ungodly  gain,  and  shameth  his  natural  country. 
I  know  a  merchant  man,  which  shall  at  this  time  be  nameless,  that 
JamglU  ihe  wnimU  of  two  nohU  libraries  for  forty  shillings  price ;  a 
shame  it  is  to  be  spoken  I  This  stuff  hath  he  occupied  in  the  stead  of 
grey  paper,  by  the  space  of  more  than  ten  years,  and  yet  he  hath  store 
enough  for  as  many  year  to  come  !"  Bale's  Preface  to  Leland's  *^  La- 
horyouss  journey,  &cJ*  Emprented  at  London  by  John  Bale.  Anno 
M.D.-  xlix.  8vo. 

After  this,  who  shall  doubt  the  story  of  the  Alexandrian  Library 
supplying  the  hot  baths  of  Alexandria  with  fuel  for  six  months  1  See 
Gibbon  on  the  latter  subject ;  voL  ix.  440. 

(22)  AfiCHAM's  English  letters,  written  when  he  was  abroad,  will  be 
found  at  the  end  of  Bennet's  edition  of  his  works,  in  4to.  They  are 
curious  and  amusing.  What  relates  to  the  Bibliomania  I  here 
select  froni  similar  specimens.  *^  Oct  4.  At  afternoon  I  went  about 
the  town  [of  Bruxelles].  I  went  to  the  frier  Carmelites  house,  and 
heard  their  even  song  :  after,  I  desired  to  see  the  Library.  A  frier 
was  sent  to  me,  and  led  me  into  it.  There  was  not  one  good  book  but 
Lyra.  The  friar  was  learned,  spoke  Latin  readily,  entered  into  Greek, 
having  a  very  good  wit,  and  a  greater  desire  to  learning.  He  was 
gentle  and  honest^  &c"  p.  370-1.  **Oct  20.  to  Spira:  a  good  city. 
Here  I  first  saw  Sturmius  de  periodis,  I  also  found  here  Ajax,  Eleetra, 
and  Antigone  Sophocles,  excellently,  by  my  good  judgment,  trans- 
lated into  verse,  and  feir  printed  this  summer  by  Gryphius.  Your 
stationers  do  ill,  that  at  least  do  '  not  provide  you  the  register  of  all 
books,  especially  of  old  authors,  &c."'  p.  372.  Again:  "Hiejonimus 
Wolfius,  that  translated  Demosthenes  and  Isocrates,  is  in  this  town. 
1  am  well  acquainted  with  him,  and  have  brought  him  twice  to  my 
Lord's  to  dinner.  He  looks  very  simple.  He  telleth  me  that  one 
Borrheus,  that  hath  written  well  upon  Aristot.  priorum,  &c.,  even 
now  is  printing  goodly  commentaries  upon  Aristotle's  Bhetoric  But 
Sturmius  wUl  obscure  them  alL"  p.  381. 

It   is  impossible  to  read  these  extracts  without  being  convinced 

c2 
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racter  died  in  the  vigour  of  life,  and  in  the  bloom  of 
reputation  :  and,  as  I  suspect,  in  consequence  of  the 
Bibliomania — ^for  he  was  always  collecting  books, 
and  always  studying  them.  His  "  Schoolmaster  "  is 
a  work  which  can  only  perish  with  our  language. 

If  we  are  to  judge  from  the  beautiful  Missal  lying 
open  before  Lady  Jane  Grey,  in  Mr.  Copley's  elegant 
picture  now  exhibiting  at  the  British  Institution,  it 
would  seem  rational  to  infer  that  this  amiable  and 
learned  female  was  slightly  attacked  by  the  disease. 
It  is  to  be  taken  for  granted  that  Queen  Elizabeth  was 
not  exempt  from  it ;  and  that  her  great  Secretary,(23) 
Cecil,  sympathised  with  her  I  In  regard  to  Elizabeth, 
her  Prayer-Booh  (24)  is  quite  evidence  sufficient  for 

that    Roger   Ascliam   was   a   book-hunter,    and   infected   with   the 
Bibliomania  ! 

(23)  It  is  a  question  which  requires  more  time  for  the  solution  than 
I  am  able  to  spare,  whether  Cecil's  name  stands  more  frequently  at 
the  head  of  a  Dedication,  in  a  printed  book,  or  of  State  Papers  and 
other  political  documents  in  MS.  He  was  a  wonderful  man ;  but  a 
little  infected — as  I  suspect — with  the  book-disease. 

Famous  CiciU,  treasurer  of  the  land, 


Whose  wisedom,  counsell,  skill  of  Princes  state 

The  world  admires 

The  house  itself  e  doth  shewe  the  owners  wit, 
And  may  for  bewtie,  state,  and  every  thing. 
Compared  be  with  most  within  the  land. 

Tale  qf  Two  Stoannes,  1590.  ilo. 

I  have  never  yet  been  able  to  ascertain  whether  the  owner's  attach- 
ment towards  vellum,  or  laboe  fafeb,  Copies  was  the  more 
vehement ! 

(24)  Perhaps  this  conclusion  is  too  precipitate.  But  whoever  looks  at 
Elizabeth's  portrait,  on  her  bended  knees,  struck  off  on  the  reverse  of 
the  title  page  to  her  prayer  book  (first  printed  in  1565}  may  suppose 
that  the  Queen  thought  the  addition  of  her  own  portrait  would  be  no 
mean  decoration  to  the  work.  Every  page  is  adorned  with  borders, 
engraved  on  wood,  of  the  most  spirited  execution :  representing, 
amongst   other  subjects,  "The    Dance  of  Death.**   My   copy  is  the 
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me  tUat  she  found  the  Bibliomania  irresistible  1 
During  her  reign,  how  vast  and  how  firightftd  were  the 
ravages  of  the  Book-madness !  If  we  are  to  credit 
Laneham's  celebrated  Letter,  it  had  extended  far 
into  the  country,  and  infected  some  of  the  worthy 
inhabitants  of  Coventry  ;  for  one  "  Captain  Cox,  (25) 
by  profession  a  mason,  and  that  right  skilful,"  had  "  as 
fair  a  library  of  sciences,  and  as  many  goodly  monu- 
ments both  in  Prose  and  Poetry,  and  at  afternoon 
could  talk  as  much  without  book,  as  any  Innholder 
betwixt  Brentford  and  Bagshot,  what  degree  soever 

he  be  i; 

While  the  country  was  thus  giving  proofs  of  the 

prevalence  of  this  disorder,  the  two  Harringtons 
(especially  the  younger)  (2  6)  and  the  illustrious  Spenser 

leprint  of  1608 — ^in  high  preservation.  I  have  no  doubt  that  there 
was  a  preientation  copy  printed  upon  vellum  ;  but  in  what  cabinet 
does  this  precious  gem  now  slumber  ? 

(26)  Laneham  gives  a  splendid  list  of  Romances  and  Old  Ballads 
possessed  by  this  said  Captain  Cox  ;  and  tells  us,  moreover,  that 
''he  had  them  aU  at  his  fingers  ends."  Among  the  ballads  we  find 
"  Broom  broom  on  Hil ;  So  Wo  is  me  begon  twlly  lo  ;  Over  a  Whinny 
Meg ;  Hey  ding  a  ding ;  Bony  lass  upon  Qreen ;  My  bony  on  gave 
me  a  bek  ;  By  a  bank  as  I  lay  ;  and  two  more  he  had  fair  wrapt  up 
in  parchment,  and  bound  with  a  whip-cord.'*  Edit.  1784,  p.  36-7-8. 
Ritson,  in  his  Historical  Essay  on  Scottish  Song,  speaks  of  some  of 
these,  with  a  zest,  as  if  he  longed  to  untie  the  "whip-cord''  packet 

(26)  Sib  John  Harbington,  knt.  ^ir  John,  and  his  father  John 
Harrington,  were  very  considerable  literary  characters  in  the  16th 
century ;  and  whoever  has  been  fortunate  enough  to  read  through  Mr. 
Park's  new  edition  of  the  Nugas  Antiques,  1804,  8vo.,  will  meet  With 
numerous  instances  in  which  the  son  displays  considerable  bibliogra- 
phical knowledge— especially  in  Italian  literature;  Harrington  and 
Spenser  seem  to  have  been  the  Matthias  and  Roscoe  of  the  day.  I 
make  no  doubt  but  that  the  former  was  as  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  vera  edizione  of  the  Giuntss  edition  of  Boccaccio's  Decame- 
rone,  1627,  4to.,  as  either  Haym,  Orlandi,  or  Bandini.  Paterson,  with 
all  his  skill,  was  mistaken  in  this  article  when  he  catalogued  Croft's 
books.  See  Bibl  Crofts.  No.  3976:  his  true  edition  was  knocked 
down  for  6«. !  1 ! 
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(27)  were  unfortunately  seized  with  it  in  the  metropolis. 

In  the  seventeenth  century,  &om  the  death  of 
Elizabeth  to  the  commencement  of  Anne's  reign,  it 
seems  to  have  made  considerable  havoc ;  yet,  such  was 
our  blindness  to  it  that  we  scrupled  not  to  engage  in 
overtures  for  the  purchase  of  Isaac  Vossius's  (28)  fine 
Ubrary,  enriched  with  many  treasures  from  the  Queen 
of  Sweden's,  which  this  versatile  genius  scrupled  not 
to  pillage  without  confession  or  apology.  During  this 
century  our  great  reasoners  and  philosophers  began  to 
be  in  motion ;  and,  like  the  fumes  of  tobacco,  which 
drive  the  concealed  and  clotted  insects  from  the  interior 
to  the  extremity  of  the  leaves,  the  infectious  particles 
of  the  Bibliomania  set  a  thousand  busy  brains  a- 
thinking,  and  produced  ten  thousand  capricious  works, 
which,  over-shadowed  by  the  majestic  remains  of 
Bacon,  Locke,  and  Boyle,  perished  for  want  of  air, 
and  warmth,  and  moisture. 

The  reign  of  Queen  Anne  was  not  exempt  from  the 
influence  of  this  disease;  for  during  this  period, 
Maittaire  (29)  began  to  lay  the  foundation  of  his  exten- 

(27)  Spenser's  general  acquaintance  with  Italian  literature  has  receiv- 
ed the  best  illustration  in  Mr.  Todd's  Variorum  edition  of  the  poet^s 
works ;  where  the  reader  will  find,  in  the  notes,  a  constant  succession 
of  anecdotes  of,  and  references  to,  the  state  of  anterior  and  contem- 
poraneous literature,  foreign  and  domestic. 

(28)  "The  story  is  extant,  and  written  in  very  choice  FrtnchJ' 
Consult  Chauffepie's  Supplement  to  Bayle^s  Dictionary^  voL  iv.  p.  621. 
note  Q.  Vossius's  library  was  magnificent  and  extensive.  The  Uni- 
versity of  Leyden  ofFercd  not  less  than  36,000  florins  for  it  Idem,  p.  631. 

(29)  Of  Michael  Maittaire  I  have  given  a  brief  sketch  in  my  In- 
troduction to  the  Greek  and  Latin  Classics,  voL  1,  148.  Mr.  Beloe,  in 
the  3rd  voL  of  his  Anecdotes  of  Literature,  p.  ix.,  has  described  his 
merits  with  justice.  The  principal  value  of  Maittaire's  Annales  Typo- 
graphici  consists  in  a  great  deal  of  curious  matter  detailed  in  the 
notes ;  but  the  absence  of  the    **  lucidus  ordo"  renders  the  perusal  of 
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give  library,  and  to  publish  some  bibliographical  works 
which  may  be  thought  to  have  rather  increased,  than 
diminished,  its  force.     Meanwhile,  Harley  (30)  Barl  of 

these  fatigning  and  dissatisfactory.  The  author  brought  a  fuU  and 
weU-informed  mind  to  the  task  he  undertook — but  he  wanted  tasto 
and  precision  in  the  arrangement  of  his  materials.  The  eye  wanders 
over  a  vast  indigested  mass ;  and  information,  when  it  is  to  be 
acquired  with  excessive  toil,  is,  comparatively,  seldom  acquired. 
Panzer  has  adopted  an  infinitely  better  plan,  on  the  model  of  Orlandi  ; 
and,  if  his  materials  had  been  printed  with  the  same  beauty  with  which 
they  appear  to  have  been  composed,  and  his  annals  had  descended  to 
as  late  a  period  as  those  of  Maittidre,  his  work  must  have  made  us, 
eventually,  forget  that  of  his  predecessor.  The  bibliographer  is,  no 
doubt,  aware  that  of  Maittaire's  first  volume  there  are  two  editions. 
Why  the  author  did  not  reprint,  in  the  second  edition  (1733),  the  fac- 
simile of  the  epigram  and  epistle  of  Labcab  prefixed  to  the  edition 
of  the  Anthology  1496,  and  the  disquisition  concerning  the  ancient 
editions  of  Quintilian  (both  of  which  were  in  the  first  edition  of  1719), 
is  absolutely  inexplicable.  Maitteire  was  sharply  attacked  for  this 
absurdity,  in  the  ^'Catalogus  Auctorum,"  of  the  "Annus  Tertitu 
ScBcularis  Inv.  Art  TopogJ*  Harlem,  1741,  8vo.  p.  11.  "Rara  certe 
Librum  augendi  methodus  (exclaims  the  author)  I  Satis  patet  aucto- 
nm  hoc  eo  fecisse  consilio,  ut  et  primiB  et  secundea  Libri  sive  editioni 
pretium  suum  constaret,  et  ima  oeque  ac  altera  Lectoribus  necessaria 
esset." 

The  catalogue  of  Maittaire's  library  [1748,  S  parts,  Svo.],  which 
affords  ample  proof  of  the  Bibliomania  of  its  collector,  is  exceed- 
ingly scarce.  A  good  copy  of  it,  even  impriced,  is  worth  a  guinea : 
it  was  originally  sold  for  4  shillings ;  and  was  drawn  up  by  Maittaire 
himsell 

(30)  In  a  periodical  publication  called  " The  Director"  to  which  I 
contributed  under  the  article  of  "  Bihliographia/na"  (and  of  which  the 
printer  of  this  work,  Mr.  William  Savage,  is  now  the  sole  publisher), 
there  was  rather  a  minute  analysis  of  the  famous  library  of  Harlet, 
Eabl  of  Oxfobd  :  a  library  which  seems  not  only  to  have  revived, 
but  eclipsed,  the  splendour  of  the  Roman  one  formed  by  Lucullus. 
The  following  is  an  abridgement  of  this  analysis  : 

VOLUlfXS. 

•    1.  Divinity :    Greek,  Latin,  French  and  Italian— ahoMt  2000 
English    -                -                -            -  2500 

2.  History  and  Antiquities        -  -  -  4000 

3.  Books  of  Prints,  Sculpture,  and  Drawings — 

Twenty  Thousand  Drawings  a/ivd  Prinii. 
Tm  Thousand  Portraits. 
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Oxford  watched  its  progress  with  an  anxious  eye ;  and 
although  he  might  have  learnt  experience  from  the  fatal 
examples  of  R  Smith,  (31)  and  T.  Baker,  (32)  and  the 

4.  Philosophy,  Chemistry,  Medicine,  &c.                    -  2500 

6.  Geography,  Chronology,  General  History              -  600 
a  Voyages  and  Travels                -               -               -  800 

7.  Law           -----  800 

8.  Sculpture  and  Architecture     -              -              -  900 

9.  Greek  and  Latin  Classics        -               .               -  2400 

10.  Books  printed  upon  vellum  -  -  25M) 

11.  English  Poetry,  Romances,  &c  -  -  1000 

12.  French  and  Spanish  do.           -  -  -  700 

13.  Parliamentary  Affairs               -  .  .  400 

14.  Trade  and  Commerce  .  -  -  aoo 
16.  Miscellaneous  Subjects  .  -  -  4000 
16.  Pamphlets— jFVmr  Hundred  Thousand  ! 

Mr.  Gough  says,  these  books  ''filled  thirteen  handsome  chambers, 
and  two  long  galleries."  Osborne  the  bookseller  purchased  them  for 
£13,000  :  a  sum  little  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  price  of  the  bind- 
ing, as  paid  by  Lord  Oxford.  The  bookseller  was  accused  of  injustice 
and  parsimony  ;  but  the  low  prices  which  he  afterwards  affixed  to  the 
articles,  and  the  tardiness  of  their  sale,  are  sufficient  refutations  of 
this  charge.  Osborne  opened  his  shop  for  the  inspection  of  the  books 
on  Tuesday  the  14th  of  February,  1744;  for  fear  "of  the  curiosity  of 
the  spectators,  before  the  sale,  producing  disorder  in  the  disposition 
of  the  books.**  The  dispersion  of  the  Harlelaiy  Collection  is  a 
blot  in  the  literary  annals  of  our  country  :  had  there  then  been  such 
a  Speaker,  and  such  a  spirit  in  the  House  of  Commons,  as  we  now 
possess,  the  volumes  of  Harley  would  have  been  reposing  with  the 

MABBLES  OF  TOWNLEY  ! 

(31)  "  BiBLiOTHECA  Shithiana  :  sive  Catalogue  Librorum  in  qoavis 
facultate  insigniorum,  quos  in  usum  suum  e  t  Bibliothecss  omamen- 
tum  multo  fere  sibi  comparavit  vir  clarissimus  doctissimusque  D. 
BiCHABDUS  Smith,  &c,  Londini,  1682,"  4to.  I  recommend  the  col- 
lector of  curious  and  valuable  catalogues  to  lay  hold  upon  the  present 
one  (of  which  a  more  particular  description  will  be  given  in  another 
work)  whenever  it  comes  in  his  way.  The  address  **  To  the  Reader,** 
in  which  we  are  told  that  "  tlus  so  much  celebrated,  so  often  desired, 
so  long  expected,  library  is  now  exposed  to  sale,"  gives  a  very  inter- 
esting accoimt  of  the  owner.  Inter  alia,  we  are  informed  that  Mr. 
Smith  ''was  as  constantly  known  every  day  to  walk  his  rounds 
through  the  shops,  as  to  sit  down  to  his  meals,  &c ;"  and  that  "  while 
Others  were  forming  arms,  and  new-modelling  kingdoms,  h%$  great 
ambition  was  to  become  master  of  a  good  book." 
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morerecentonesofThomas  Rawlinson^  (33)  Bridges,  (34) 
and  Collins,  (35)  yet  he  seemed  resolved  to  brave  and  to 
baffle  it ;  but,  like  his  predecessors,  he  was  suddenly 

The  catalogue  itself  justifies  every  thing  said  in  commendation  of 
the  collector  of  the  library.  The  arrangement  is  good ;  the  books,  in 
almost  aU  departments  of  literature,  foreign  and  domestic,  valuable 
and  curious ;  and  among  the  English  ones  I  have  found  some  of  the 
rarest  Caxtons  to  refer  to  in  my  edition  of  Ames.  What  would  Mr. 
Bindley,  or  Mr.  Malone,  or  Mr.  Douce,  give  to  have  the  creaming  of 
such  a  collection  of  ^'Bundles  of  Stitcht  Books  and  Pamphlets,"  as 
extends  from  page  370  to  395  of  this  catalogue !  But  alas !  while  the 
Bibliographer  exults  in,  or  hopes  for,  the  possession  of  such  treasures, 
the  physiologist  discovers  therein  fresh  causes  of  disease,  and  the  phi- 
lanthropist mourns  over  the  ravages  of  the  Bibliomania  ! 

(32)  Consult  Masters's  "  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  the  late 
Be*).  Thomas  Baker,"  Camb.  1864,  8vo.  Let  any  person  examine 
the  catalogue  of  Forty-two  folio  volumes  of  "  MS.  collections  by  Mr. 
Baker,"  (as  given  at  the  end  of  this  piece  of  biography)  and  reconcile 
himself,  if  he  can,  to  the  supposition  that  the  said  Mr.  Baker  did  not 
fall  a  victim  to  the  Book-disease !  For  some  cause,  I  do  not  now 
recollect  what,  Baker  took  his  name  off  the  books  of  St.  John^s 
CoU^,  Cambridge,  to  which  he  belonged  ;  but  such  was  his  attach- 
ment to  the  place,  and  more  especially  to  the  library,  that  he  spent  a 
great  portion  of  the  ensuing  twenty  years  of  his  life  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  the  same:  frequently  comforted  and  refreshed,  no  doubt,  by 
the  sight  of  the  magnificent  larqb  pafbb  copies  of  Walton  and 
Castell,  and  of  Cranmer's  Bible  upon  vellum  ! 

(33)  This  Thomas  Rawlinson,  who  is  introduced  in  the  Tatler 
under  the  name  Tom  Folio,  was  a  very  extraordinary  character,  and 
most  desperately  addicted  to  book-hunting.  Because  his  own  house 
was  not  large  enough,  he  hired  London  House,  in  Alder^te  Street, 
for  the  reception  of  his  library;  and  here  he  used  to  regale  himself 
with  the  sight  and  the  scent  of  innumerable  black  letter  volumes, 
arranged  in  "sable  garb,"  and  stowed  perhaps  "three  deep,"  from 
the  bottom  to  the  top  of  his  house.  He  died  in  1725  ;  and  Catalogues 
of  his  books  for  sale  continued,  for  nine  succeeding  years,  to  meet  the 
public  eye.  The  following  is  a  list  of  all  the  parts  which  I  have  ever 
met  with ;  taken  from  copies  in  Mr.  Heber's  possession. 

Pari  1.  A  Catalogue  of  choice  and  valuable  Books  in  most  Faculties 
and  Languages :  being  the  sixth  part  of  the  collection  made  by  Thos. 
Rawlinson,  Esq.,  &c.,  to  be  sold  on  Thursday,  the  2d  day  of  March, 
1726 ;  beginning  every  evening  at  6  of  the  dock,  by  Charles  Davis, 
Bookseller.    Qui  non  credit,  eras  credat  Ex  Autog.    T.R. 
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crushed  within  the  gripe  of  the  demon,  and  fell  one  of 
the  moat  splendid  of  his  victims.     Even  the  unrivalled 

2.  Bibliotheca  Bawlinsoniana ;  sive  Delectus  Libronun  in  omni 
ieth  Lingu^  et  Facilitate  prsestantiuiii — to  be  sold  on  Wednesday 
26th  April,  [1726]  by  Charles  Davis,  Bookseller.    2600  Numbers, 

3.  TJie  Same :  January  1727-6.  By  Thomas  Ballaid,  Bookseller,  3520 
Numbers. 

4.  The  Same  :  March,  1727-8.    By  the  same.    3840  Numbers. 
6.    Tfie  Same  :  October,  1728.    By  the  same.    3200  Numbers. 

6.  The  Same  :  November,  1728.    By  the  eame.    3520  Numbers. 

7.  The  Same :  April,  1729.    By  the  same.    4161  Numbers. 

a    The  SamA :  November,  1729.    By  the  same.    2700  Nimibers. 

9.  The  Same :  [Of  Rawlinson's  Makusobipts]  By  the  same.  March 
1733-4.    800  Numbers. 

10.  Picturce  Bawlinsoniance,    April,  1734.     117  Articles. 

At  the  end,  it  would  seem  that  a  catalogue  of  his  prints,  and  MSS. 
missing  in  the  last  scde,  were  to  be  published  the  ensuing  winter. 
N.B.  The  black-letter  books  are  catalogued  in  the  Qothic  letter. 

(34)  *'  BiDLiOTHECiB  Bbidobsianjb  Cataloous  :  or,  A  Catalogue  of 
the  Entire  Libraxy  of  John  Bbidoes,  late  of  Lincoln'e  Inn,  Esq.,  &c, 
which  will  begin  to  be  sold,  by  Auction,  on  Monday  the  seventh  day 
of  Februaiy,  1725-6,  at  his  chambers  in  Lincoln's  Inn,  No.  6. 

From  a  priced  copy  of  this  sale  catalogue,  in  my  possession,  once 
belonging  to  Nourse,  the  bookseller  in  the  Strand,  1  find  that  the 
following  was  the  produce  of  the  sale  : 

The  Amount  of  the  books    £3730    0    0 
Prints  and  books  of  Prints      394  17    6 

ToUl  Amount  of  the  Sale  £4124  17  6 
Two  different  catalogues  of  this  valuable  collection  of  books  were 
printed.  The  one  was  analysed,  or  a  catalogtte  raisonn/;  to  which 
was  preiixed  a  print  of  a  Grecian  portico,  &c.,  with  ornaments  and 
statues :  the  other  (expressly  for  the  sale)  was  an  indigested  and  ex- 
tremely confused  one — to-  which  was  prefixed  a  print,  designed  and 
engraved  by  A.  Motte,  of  an  oak  felled,  with  a  [number  of  men  cutting 
down  and  carrying  away  its  branches ;  illustrative  of  the  following 
Greek  motto  inscribed  on  a  scroll  above—  Apvos  ^co-oikti^s  vas  dvrip 
^v\€veraX :  ''An  affecting  memento  (says  Mr.  Nichols,  very  justly,  in  his 

Anecdotes  of  Bowyer,  p.  567)  to  the  collectors  of  great  libraries,  who 
cannot,  or  do  not,  leave  them  to  some  public  accessible  repository." 

(35)  In  the  year  1730-1,  there  was  sold  by  auction,  at  8t.  Paul's  Coffee- 
house, in  St  Paul's  Churcl^-yard  (beginning  every  evening  at  five 
o^ock)|  the  libzaiy  of  the  celebrated  Fiee-Thinker^ 
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medical  skill  of  Mead(36)  could  save  neither  his  Mend 
nor  himsel£  The  Doctor  survived  his  Lordship  about 
twelve  years;  dying  of  the  complaint  called  the 
BiBUOHAmA  1     He  left  behind  an  illustrious    cha- 

Anthony  Collins,  Esq. 

''Containing  a  collection  of  seyeral  thousand  yolumea  in  Greek, 
Latin,  English,  French,  and  Spanish ;  in  divinity,,  histoiyi  antiquity, 
philosophy,  husbandry,  and  aU  polite  literature  :  and  especially  many 
curious  travels  and  voyages ;  and  many  rare  and  valuable  pamphlets." 
This  collection,  which  is  divided  into  two  parts  (the  first  containing 
3451  articles,  the  second  3442),  is  well  worthy  of  being  consulted  by  the 
theologian,  who  is  writing  upon  any  controverted  point  of  divinity : 
there  are  articles  in  it  of  the  rarest  occurrence.  The  singular  charac- 
ter of  its  owner  and  of  his  works  is  well  known :  he  was  at  once  the 
friend  and  the  opponent  of  Locke  and  Clarke,  who  were  both  anxious 
for  the  conversion  of  a  character  of  such  strong,  but  misguided, 
talents.  The  former,  on  his  death-bed,  wrote  Collins  a  letter  to  be 
delivered  to  him,  after  his  decease,  which  was  full  of  affection  and 
good  advice. 

(36)  It  is  almost  impossible  to  dwell  on  the  'memory  of  this  griat 
MAN  without  emotions  of  delight— whether  we  consider  him  as  an 
eminent  physician,  a  friend  to  literature,  or  a  collector  of  books, 
pictures,  and  coins.  Benevolence,  magnanimity,  and  erudition  were 
the  striking  features  of  his  character:  his  house  was  the  general 
receptacle  of  men  of  genius  and  talent,  and  of  every  thing  beautiful, 
precious,  or  rare.  His  curiosities,  whether  books,  or  coins,  or  pic- 
tures, were  freely  laid  open  to  the  public ;  and  the  enterprising 
student,  and  experienced  antiquary,  alike  found  amusement  and  a 
courteous  reception.  He  was  known  to  all  foreigners  of  intellectual 
distinction,  and  corresponded  both  with  the  artisan  and  the  potentate. 
The  great  patron  of  literature,  and  the  leader  of  his  profession  (which 
he  practis^  with  a  success  unknown  before),  it  was  hardly  possible 
for  unbefriended  merit,  if  properly  introduced  to  him,  to  depart  xmre- 
warded.  The  clergy,  and  in  general,  all  men  of  learning,  received 
his  advice  gratuitotuly :  and  his  doors  were  open  every  morning  to  the 
most  indigent,  whom  he  frequently  assisted  with  money.  Although 
his  income,  from  his  professional  practice,  was  very  considerable,  he 
died  by  no  means  a  rich  man — so  large  were  the  sums  which  he 
devoted  to  the  encouragement  of  literature  and  the  €ne  arts ! 

The  sale  of  Dr.  Mead's  hooks  commenced  on  the  18th  of  November, 
1764,  and  again  on  the  7th  of  April,  1755 :  lasting  together  57  days. 
The  sale  of  the  prints  and  drawings  continued  14  nights.  The  gems, 
bronzes,  btuts,  and  antiquities,  8  days. 
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racter ;  sufficient  to  flatter  and  soothe  those  who  may 
tread  in  his  footsteps,  and  fall  victims  to  a  similar 
disorder. 

His  books  produced          .....  £5496  15  0 

Pictoros 8417  11  0 

Prints  and  drawings  .....  1908  14  0 

Coins  and  medals        .....  1977  17  0 

Antiquities      ......  8246  15  0 

Amount  of  all  the  sales    £16,047    12    0 


It  would  be  difficult  to  mention,  within  a  moderate  compass,  aU 
the  rare  and  curioas  articles  which  his  library  contained — but  the 
following  are  too  conspicuous  to  be  passed  over.  The  Spira  VtrgU  of 
1470,  PfifUzing'8  Tewrisdrancs,  1527,  Brandos  Stultifera  Navis,  1498, 
and  the  Aldine  Petrarch  of  1501,  all  upon  vellum.  The  large 
paper  Olivet'i  Cicero  was  purchased  by  Dr.  Askew  for  £14  14<.  and 
was  sold  again  at  his  sale  for  £36  lbs.  The  King  of  France  bought 
the  editio  princepe  of  Pliny  Smr.  for  ;£ll  lis.  ;  and  Mr.  Willock,  a 
bookseller,  bought  the  magnificently  illuminated  Pliny  by  Jenson  of 
1472,  for  ;£18  IBs. :  of  which  Maittaire  has  said  so  many  fine  things. 
The  French  books,  and  all  the  works  upon  the  Fine  Arts,  were  of  the  first 
rarity,  and  value,  and  bound  in  a  simiptuous  manner.  Winstanley's 
Prospects  of  AudUy  End  brought  £50.  An  amusing  account  of  some 
of  the  pictures  will  be  foimd  in  Mr.  Beloe's  "  Anecdotes  of  Literature 
and  Scarce  Books,  voL  i.  166.  71.  But  consult  also  NichoTs  Anecdotes 
of  Bo^oyer,  p.  225,  &c.  Of  the  catalogue  of  Dr.  Mead's  books  there 
were  only  six  copies  printed  on  large  papeb.  See  BibL  Lort, 
no.  1149. 

(37)  ''A  Catalogue  of  the  entire  and  valuable  library  of  Mabtin 
Folkes,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  member  of  the 
Koyal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  lately  deceased ;  which  will  be 
sold  by  auction  by  Samuel  Baker,  at  his  house,  in  York  Street,  Covent 
Garden.  To  begin  on  Monday,  February  2,  1756,  and  to  continue  for 
forty  days  successively  (Sundays  excepted).  Catalogues  to  be  had  at 
most  of  the  considerable  places  in  Europe,  and  all  the  booksellers  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Price  Sixpence." 

This  collection  was  an  exceedingly  fine  one ;  enriched  with  many 
books  of  the  choicest  description,  which  Mr.  Folkes  had  acquired  in 
his  travels  in  Italy  and  Germany.  The  works  on  natural  history,  coins, 
medals,  and  inscriptions,  and  on  the  fine  arts  in  general,  formed  the 
most  valuable  department— those  in  the  Greek,  Latin  and  English 
were  comparatively  of  inferior  importance.      It  is  a  great 
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The  years  1755-6  were  singularly  remarkable  for 
the  mortality  excited  by  the  Bibliomania  ;  and  the 

pity  the  catalogue  was  not  better  digested ;  or  the  books  classed  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  their  contents. 

The  following  prices,  for  some  of  the  more  rare  and  interesting  ar- 
ticles, will  amuse  a  bibliographer  of  the  present  day.  The  chronicles 
of  Fabian,  Hall,  and  Grafton,  did  not  altogether  bring  quite  £i :  though 
the  copies  are  described  as  perfect  and  fair.  There  seems  to  have 
been  a  fine  set  of  Sir.  Wm.  Bugdale's  Works  (Nos.  3074-81)  in  13 
vols,  which,  collectively,  produced  about  30  guineas. 

In  Spanish  literature,  the  history  of  South  America,  By  Don  Juan 
and  Ant  di  tJUoa,  Madr.  foL  in  5  vols,  was  sold  for  £5 :  a  fine  large 
paper  copy  of  the  description  of  the  Monastery  of  St  Lorenzo,  and 
the  Escoiial,  Madr.  1657,  brought  £1  S«.:  de  Lastanosa*s  Spanish 
Medals,  Huesca,  foL  1645,  £2  2s, 

In  English,  the  first  edition  of  Shakespeare,  1623,  which  is  now  what 
a  French  bibliographer  would  say  ''presque  introuvable/*  produced 
the  sum  of  £3  3<. ;  and  Fuller's  Worthies,  I8s.  ! 

Fine  Arts,  Antiquities,  and  Voyages.  Sandrart's  works,  in  9  folio 
volumes  (of  which  a  fine  perfect  copy  is  now  rarely  to  be  met  with^ 
and  of  very  great  value)  were  sold  for  £13  13«.  only  :  Desgodetz  Roman 
edifices,  Paris,  1682,  £4  lOs. :  Galleria  Giustiniano,  2  vols,  foL  £13  13f. 
Le  Bran's  Voyages  in  Muscovy,  &c.|  in  large  paper,  £4  4«.  De  Rossi's 
Baccolta  de  Statue,  &c  Rom.  1704,  £6  lOx.  Medailles  du  R^gne  de 
Louis  le  Grand,  de  I'imp.  Roy.  L  p.  foL  1702,  £5  15<.  6(2. 

The  works  on  Natural  History  brought  still  higher  prices ;  but  the 
whole,  from  the  present  depreciation  of  specie,  and  increased  rarity 
of  the  articles,  would  now  bring  thrice  the  sums  then  given. 

Of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Classics,  the  Pliny  of  1469  and  1472  were 
sold  to  Dr.  Askew  for  £11  lis,  and  £7  17 s,  6(2.  At  the  Doctor's  sale 
they  brought  £43  and  £23 :  although  the  first  was  lately  sold  (A.D. 
1805)  among  some  duplicates  of  books  belonging  to  the  British  Mu- 
seum, at  a  much  lower  price :  the  copy  was,  in  fact,  neither  laige 
nor  beautiful  Those  in  the  Hunter  and  Cracherode  collections  are 
greatiy  superior^  and  would  each  bring  more  than  double  the  price.  • 

From  a  priced  copy  of  the  sale  ca;talogue,  in  my  possession,  I  find 
that  the  amount  of  the  sale,  consisting  of  5126  articles,  was  £ZOdl  6s, 

The  Prints  and  Dramngs  of  Mr.  Folkes  occupied  a  sale  of  8  days ; 
and  his  pictures,  gems,  coins,  and  mathematical  instruments,  of  five 
davs. 

Mr.  Mabtin  Folkes  may  justly  be  ranked  among  the  most  useful, 
as  weU  as  splendid,  literary  characters  'of  which  this  country  can 
boast  He  appears  to  have  imbibed,  at  a  veiy  early  age,  an  extreme 
passion  for  science  and  literature ;  and  to  have  distinguished  himself 
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well  known  names  of  Folkes,  (37)  and  Kawlinson,  (38) 
might  have  supplied  a  modem  Holbein  a  hint  for  the 

80  much  at  the  University  of  Cambridge,  under  the  able  tuition  of 
Dr.  Laughton,  that,  in  his  23rd  year,  he  was  admitted  a  FeUow  of  the 
Royal  Society.  About  two  years  afterwards  he  was  chosen  one  of 
the  council,  and  rose,  in  gradual  succession,  to  the  chair  of  the  presi- 
dentship, which  he  filled  with  a  credit  and  celebrity  that  has  since 
never  been  surpassed.  On  this  occasion  he  was  told  by  Dr.  Jurin, 
the  Secretary,  who  dedicated  to  him  the  34th  vol.  of  the  Transactions, 
that  '^the  greatest  man  that  ever  lived  (Sir  Isaac  Newton)  singled 
him  out  to  fill  the  chair,  and  to  preside  in  the  society,  when  he  him- 
self was  sj  frequently  prevented  by  indisposition :  and  that  it  was 
Bufilcient  to  say  of  him  that  he  was  Sir  Isaac^s  friendJ' 

Within  a  few  years  after  this,  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Society 
of  Antiquaries.  Two  situations,  the  filling  of  which  may  be  consi- 
dered as  the  ne  phu  ultra  of  literary  distinction.  Mr.  Folkes  travelled 
abroad,  with  his  family,  about  two  years  and  a  half,  visiting  the 
cities  of  Rome,  Florence,  and  Venice — ^wbere  he  was  noticed  by  al« 
most  every  person  of  rank  and  reputation,  and  whence  he  brought 
away  many  a  valuable  article  to  enrich  his  own  collection.  He  was 
bom  in  the  year  1690,  and  died  of  a  second  stroke  of  the  palsy,  under 
which  he  Icmguished  for  three  years,  in  1754.  Dr.  Birch  has  drawn 
a  very  just  and  interesting  character  of  this  eminent  man,  which  may 
be  found  in  Nichol's  Anecdotes  of  Bowyer^  662.  7.  Mr.  Edwards,  the 
late  ornithologist,  has  described  him  in  a  simple,  but  appropriate, 
manner.  ^'  He  seemed,"  says  he, ''  to  have  attained  to  imiversal  know- 
ledge ;  for,  in  the  many  opportunities  I  have  had  of  being  in  his  com- 
pany, almost  every  part  of  science  has  happened  to  be  the  subject  of 
discourse,  all  of  which  he  handled  as  an  adept.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  politeness  in  hia  manners,  free  from  all  pedantry  and  pride,  and, 
in  every  respect,  the  real  unaffected  fine  gentleman." 

(38)  '' BiBLiOTHECA  Rawlinsoniana,  sive  Catalogus  Librorum 
Richard!  Rawlinson,  LL.D.  Qui  prostabunt  Venales  sub  hasta,  Apud 
Samuelem  Baker.  In  Vico  dicto  York  Street,  Coveni  Garden 
Ijondiniy  Die  Lutkb,  22  Martii  mdgclvi." 

This  valuable  library  must  have  contained  about  20,000  volumes; 
for  the  number  of  Articles  amounted  to  9405.  On  examining  a  priced 
catalogue  of  it,  which  now  lies  before  me,  I  have  not  found  any 
higher  sum  offered  for  a  work  than  £4  l5.  for  a  collection  of  fine- 
prints,  by  Aldegrave  (No.  9405).  The  Greek  and  Latin  classics, 
of  which  there  were  few  Editiones  Principes,  or  on  large  paper,  brought 
the  usual  sums  given  at  that  period.  The  old  English  black-lettered 
books,  which  were  pretty  thickly  scattered  throughout  the  collection, 


EMINENT  BOOK'OOLLECrOBB.  31 

introduction  of  a  new  subject  in  the  "  Dance  of  Death." 
The  close  of  George  the  Second's  reign  witnessed 
another  instance  of  the  fatality  of  this  disease.  Henley 
(39) "  bawled  till  he  was  hoarse"  against  the  cruelty  of 
its  attack;  while  his  library  has  informed  posterity 
how  severely  and  how  mortally  he  suifered  from  it. 

We  are  now,  my  dear  Sir,  descending  rapidly  to 
o\ir  own  times ;  and,  in  a  manner  sufficiently  rough, 
have  traced  the  Ilistory  of  the  Bibliomania  to  the 
commencement  of  the  present  illustrious  reign  :  when 

were  sold  for  exceedingl7  low  prioea — if  the  copies  were  perfect. 
Witaesa  the  following : 

£.  «.  <2. 

The  Newe  Testament  in  Engliabi  1530    •  •  .  .  .029 

The  Ymage  of  both  Cburohei,  after  the  ReToUtion 

ofStJohn,  by  Bale,  1650 0    16 

The  boke  called  the  Pype  or  Tonne  of  Perf  eotlon, 

bjBio)kaM  Wbytforde,  1682  .  .  .  .        0    1    0 

The  Visions  of  Pierce  Plowman,  1561     i  <  .  .  .030 

The  Cteede  of  Pieroe  Plowman,  1653    .  *  «  •  .016 

The  Bookee  of  Moses,  in  En(tlish,  1530  .  .  .  .089 

Bale's  ActesofEnglisheVotaiyes,  1650  .  .  .018 

TheBokeof  Chivalrie,  by  Caxton  .  .  .  .  .       0  11    0 

The  Boke  of  St.  Albans,  by  W.  de  Worde         .  .  .  .110 

These  are  only  very  few  of  the  rare  articles  in  English  literature, 
of  the  whole  of  which  (perhaps  upwards  of  200  in  number)  I  believe, 
the  'Boke  of  St  Albans,'  brought  the  highest  sum.  Hence  it  will 
be  seen  that  this  was  not  the  age  of  curious  research  into  the  pro- 
ductions of  our  ancestors.  Shakspeare  had  not  then  appeared  in  a 
proper  Variorum  edition,  Theobald,  and  Pope,  and  Warburton,  had 
not  investigated  the  black-letter  lore  of  ancient  English  writers,  for 
the  illustration  of  their  favourite  author.  This  was  reserved  for 
Farmer,  for  Steevens,  for  Malone,  for  Chalmers,  Reed  and  Douce  : 
and  it  is  expressly  to  these  latter  gentlemen  (for  Johnson  and  Hanmer 
were  very  sparing,  or  very  shy,  of  the  black  letter),  that  we  are 
indebted  for  the  present  spirit  of  research  into  the  worke  of  our 
anceetosB. 

The  sale  of  the  books  lasted  60  days.  There  was'  a  second  sale  of 
pamphlets,  books  of  prints,  &c,  in  the  following  year,  which  lasted 
10  days;  and  this  was  unmediately  succeed^  by  a  sale  of  the 
Doctoi^s  single  prints  and  drawings,  which  continued  8  days. 
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we  discover^  among  its  victims,  a  General,  who  had 
probably  fiEu^ed  many  a  cannon,  and  stormed  many  a 

(39)  This  gentleman's  library,  not  so  remarkable  for  the  black 
letter  as  for  whimsical  publications,  was  sold  by  auction,  by  Samuel 
Faterson,  [the  earliest  sale  in  which  I  find  this  well  known  book- 
auctioneer  engaged]  in  Jane,  1759,  and  the  three  AngniTig  eyenings. 
The  title  of  the  Sale  Catalogue  is  as  follows  : 

"  A  Catalogue  of  the  original  MSB.  and  manuscript  collections  of 
the  late  Reverend  Mr.  John  Hsnlet,  A.M.,  Independent  Minister 
of  the  Oratory,  &c,  in  which  are  included  sundry  collections  of  the 
late  Mons.  des  Maizeaux,  the  learned  editor  of  Bayle,  &c,  Mr.  Lowndes, 
author  of  the  Report  for  the  Amendment  of  Silver  Coins,  &c.  Dr. 
Patrick  Blair,  Physician  at  Boston,  and  F.RS.  &c.,  together  with 
origiual  letters  and  papers  of  State,  addressed  to  Henry  d'Avenanty 
Esq.,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Envoy  at  Francfort,  from  1703  to  1708 
inclusive.'' 

Few  libraries  have  contained  more  curious  and  remarkable  pub- 
lications than  did  this.  The  following  articles,  given  as  notabla 
specimens,  remind  us  somewhat  of  Addison's  Memoranda  for  the 
Spectator,  which  the  waiter  at  the  coffee-house  picked  up  and  read 
aloud  for  the  amusement  of  the  company. 

No.  166.  God's  Manifestation  by  a  Star  to  the  Dutch.  A  mortifying 
Fast  Diet  at  Court  On  the  Birth  Day  of  the  first  and 
oldest    young    gentleman.    All   corrupt :    none    good :    no 

not  one. 
No.  168.  General  Thumbissimo.    The  Spring  reversed,  or  the  Flaa- 

derkin's  Opera  and  Dutch  Fickle  Herrings.    The  Creolean 
Fillip,  or  Royal  Mishap.     A  Martial  Telescope,  &c,  Eng- 
land's Passion  Sunday,  and  April  Changelings. 
No.  170.  Speech  upon  Speech.    A  Telescope  for  Toumay.    No  Battle, 
but  worse,  and  the  True  Meaning  of  it    An  Army  Beaten 

and  interred. 
No.  174.  Signs  when  the  P.  wiU  come.    Was  Captain  Sw-n  a  Fri. 

soner  on  Parole,  to  be  catechised  ?     David's  Opinion  of  like 

Times.    The  Seeds  of  the  plot  may  rise,  though  the  leaves 

faXL    A  Perspective,  from  the  Blair  of  Athol,  the  Pretender^s 

Popery.    Murder  !  Fire  !  Where  !  Where ! 

No.  178.  Taking  Carlisle,  catching  an  eel  by  the  tail    Address  of  a 

Bishop,  Dean  and  Clergy.    Swearing  to  the  P r,  Ac, 

Anathema  denounced   against  those    Parents,  Masters,   and 

Magistrates,  that  do  not  punish  the  Sin  at  Stokesley.     A 

Speech,  &c    A  parallel  between  the  Rebels  to  K  Chides  L 

and  those  to  his  Successor.     Jane  Cameron  looked  killing 

9t  Falkirk. 
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rampart,  uninjured.  The  name  of  Dormer  (40)  will 
remind  you  of  the  small  but  choice  library  which  affords 
such  a  melancholy  proof  of  its  owners'  fate ;  while  the 
more  splendid  examples  of  Smith  (41)  and  West  (42) 

No.   179.  Let  stocks  be  knighted,  write,  Sir  Banks,  &c  the  Bam- 
head  Month.    A  Proof  that  the  Writers  against  Popery 
fear  it  will  be  established  in  thb  Kingdom.    A  Scheme, 
wisely  blabbed  to  root  and  branch  the  Highlanders.    Let 
St  Patrick  have  fair  play,  &c 
Of  Orator  Henlet  I  have  not   been  able  to  collect  any  biogra- 
phical details  more  interesting  than  those  which  are  to  be  found  in 
Warburton's  notes  to  Pope's  Donciad. 

(40)  '^  A  Catalogue  of  the  genuine  and  elegant  Library  of  the  late 
Sir  C.  C.  DoRMBR,  collected  by  Lieutenant-Qeneral  James  Dormer, 
which  will  be  sold,  &a,  by  Samuel  Baker,  at  his  house  in  York  Street, 
Covent  Qarden ;  to  begin  on  Monday,  February  the  20th,  1764,  and 
to  continue  the  nineteen  following  evenings."  At  the  end  of  the  cata- 
logue we  are  told  that  the  books  were  *'  in  general  of  the  best  editions, 
and  in  the  finest  condition,  many  of  them  in  large  pa^,  bound  in 
morocco,  gilt  leaves,  &c" 

This  was  a  very  choice  collection  of  books,  consisting  almost  entirely 
of  Greek,  Latin,  Italian,  Spanish  and  French.  The  number  of  articles 
did  not  exceed  3082,  and  of  volumes,  probably  not  7000.  The  cata- 
logue is  neatly  printed,  and  copies  of  it  on  large  paper  are  exceedingly 
scarce.  Among  the  most  curious  and  valuable  articles  were  those 
numbered  599,  604,  2249,  2590  ;  from  n*".  2680,  to  the  end,  was  a  choice 
collection  of  Italian  and  Spanish  books. 

(41)  In  the  year  1755  was  published  at  Venice,  printed  by  J.  B. 
Pasquali,  a  catalogue  of  the  books  of  Joseph  Smith,  Esq.,  Consul  at 
Venice. 

The  catalogue  was  published  under  the  following  Latin  title :  ^<  Bib- 
liotheca  Smitheana,  sen  Catalogus  Librorum  D.  Josephi  Smithii,  Angli, 
per  Cognomiua  Authorum  dispositus,  Venetiis,  typis  Jo.  Baptistes 
Pasquali,  M,DCCLV.  ;**  in  quarto  ;  with  the  arms  of  Consul  Smith. 
The  title  page  is  succeeded  by  a  Latin  preface  of  Pasquali,  and  an  al- 
phabetical Hst  of  43  pages  of  the  authors  mentioned  in  the  catalogue : 
then  follow  the  books  arranged  alphabetically,  without  any  regard  to 
aize,  language,  or  subject.  These  occupy  519  pages,  marked  with  the 
Roman  numerals ;  after  which  are  66  pages,  numbered  in  the  same 
manner,  of  "  addenda  et  corrigenda."  The  most  valuable  part  of  the 
▼olume  is  '^  The  PrefiEuses  and  Epistles  prefixed  to  those  works  in  the 
Library  which  were  printed  in  the  15th  century  :**  these  occupy  348 
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serye  to  shew  the  increased  ravages  of  a  disease,  which 
seemed  to  threaten  the  lives  of  all,  into  whose  ears 

pages.    A  Catalogue,  (in  three  pages)  of  the  Names  of  the  illnsttiouB 
Men  mentioned  in  these  prefiEuses,  &c.,  closes  the  book. 

It  i¥ould  be  superfluous  to  mention  to  bibliographers  the  rare  articles 
contained  in  this  collection,  which  are  so  generally  known  and  so 
justly  appreciated.  They  consist  chiefly  of  early  editions  of  Italiatiy 
Greekf  and  Latin  clasnct ;  and  of  many  copies  of  both  printed  upon 
VELLUM.  The  library,  so  rich  in  these  articles,  was,  however,  defec- 
tive in  English  Literature  and  Antiquities.  There  was  scarcely  any 
thing  of  Shakspeare  or  Dugdale. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Smith  in  1772,  his  collection  was  sold  in  1773^ 
8vo,  by  Baker  and  Leigh  ;  and  the  books  were  announced  to  the  publio, 
as  being  *<  in  the  finest  preservation,  and  consisting  of  the  very  best 
and  scarcest  editions  of  the  Latin,  Italian,  and  French  authors,  from 
the  invention  of  printing  ;  with  manuscripts  and  missals,  upon  vellum, 
finely  illuminated."  A  glance  upon  the  prices  for  which  most  of  these 
fine  books  were  sold  made  Mr.  Cuthell  exclaim,  in  my  hearing,  that 
"  they  were  given  away!*  On  these  occasions,  one  cannot  help  now 
and  then  wishing,  with  father  Evander, 

''  0  mihi  prseteritos  referat  si  Jupiter  annos  !" 
On  comparing  Pasquali's,  with  the  sale,  catalogue,  it  will  be  obvious 
that  a  great  number  of  rare  and  valuable  articles  was  disposed  of 
before  the  books  came  to  public  auction.  Indeed  it  is  known  that 
his  present  Majesty  enriched  his  magnificent  collection  with  many 
of  the  Consul's  jWst  editions^  and  veUvmn  copies,  during  the  life  of  the 
latter.  The  sale  continued  thirteen  days  only ;  and  on  the  last  day 
were  sold  all  the  English  books  in  the  black- letter.  Some  of  these  are 
rather  curious. 

Of  Consul  Smith  I  am  unable  to  present  the  lover  of  virtu  with 
any  particulars  more  acceptable  than  the  following.  Pasquali  (whose 
Latin  preface  is  curious  enough — abounding  with  as  many  inter- 
rogatories as  Hamlef  s  soliloquies)  has  told  us  that  *'  as  the  Consul  him- 
self was  distinguished  for  his  politeness,  talents,  and  prudence,  so  was 
Mb  house  for  splendid  and  elegant  decorations.  You  might  there 
view,  says  he,  the  most  beautifully  painted  pictures,  and  exquisite 
ornaments,  whether  gems,  vases,  or  engravings.  In  short,  the  whole 
furniture  was  so  brilliant  and  classical  that  you  admired  at  once  the 
magnificence  and  judgment  of  the  owner."  He  tells  us,  a  little  fnithery 
that  he  had  frequently  solicited  the  Consul  to  print  a  catalogue  of  his 
books ;  which  proposition  his  modesty  at  first  induced  him  to  reject; 
but,  afterwards,  his  liberality,  to  comply  with.  He  then  observes 
that, ''  in  the  compilation  of  the  catalogue,  he  has  studied  brevity^as 
much  as  it  was  consistent   with  perspicuity ;  and  that  he  was  once 
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(like  those  of  "  Visto,")  some  demon  had  "  whispered  " 
the  sound  of  "taste/*    These  three  striking  instances 

desirous  of  stating  the  vcUue  and  price  of  the  books,  but  was  dis- 
suaded from  it  by  the  advice  of  the  more  experienced,  and  by  the 
fringular  modesty  of  the  Collector." 

It  must  be  confessed  that  Pasqtiali  has  executed  his  task  well,  and 
that  the  catalogue  ranks  among  the  most  valuable,  as  well  as  xare^ 
books  of  the  kind. 

(42)  '' BiBLiOTHSCA  Wsbtiana;  a  catalogue  of  the  curious  and 
truly  valuable  library  of  the  late  James  West,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
Boyal  Society,  deceased,  &c.  Including  the  works  of  Caxton, 
LsTTon,  Machunia,  the  anonymous  St  Albans  Schoolmastb, 
Wtnktn  db  Wordb,  Ftkson,  and  the  rest  of  the  old  English  typo- 
graphers.   Digested  by  Samuel  Paterson,"  1773,  Svo. 

ANALYSIS  OF    THB  CATALOGUE. 

1.  Volumes  of  Miscellcmeow  Tracts. 

These  volumes  extend  from  No.  148  to  200|  from  915  to  992,  from 
1201  to  1330,  and  from  Na  1401  to  1480. 

2.  DivinUy, 

In  the  whole,  560  articles  ;  probably  about  1200  volumes ;  some  of 
them  exceedingly  scarce  and  valuable. 

3.  EdiucUion,  Languages,  Oritieismf  Classics,  DicHonofneSy 
Catalogues  of  Libraries,  dtc 

lliere  were  about  700  volumes  in  these  departments.  The  catalogues 
of  English  books,  from  that  of  Maunsell,  in  1595,  to  the  latest  before 
Mr.  Wesf  s  time,  were  very  complete.  The  treatises  on  education 
and  translations  of  the  ancient  classics  comprehended  a  curious  and 
uncommon  collection.  The  Greek  and  Latin  classics  were  rather  select 
than  rare. 

4.  English  Poetry,  Bonumce,  and  Miscellanies, 

This  interesting  part  of  the  collection  comprehended  about  355 
articles,  or  probably  about  750  volumes:  and  if  the  singularly  rare 
and  curious  books  which  may  be  found  under  these  heads  alone  were 
now  concentrated  in  one  library,  the  owner  of  them  might  safely 
^pTi(tani1  4000  guineas  for  such  a  treasure. 

6.  Philosophy,  Mathematics,  IrwerUions,  AgrieuUure  and 
Horticulture,  Medicine,  Cookery,  Swrgery,  etc 

Two  hundred  and  forty  articles,  or  about  560  volumes. 

€L  Chemistry,  Natural  History,  'Astrology,  Sorcery,  Oigantology, 

Probably  not  more  than  100  volumes. 
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Ebrary ;  bo  that  nothing  but  despair  and  havoc  appear- 
ed to  move  in  the  train  of  this  pestiferous  malady. 
In  the  year  1775  died  the  famous  Dr.  Anthony  Askew, 
another  illustrious  victim  to  the  Bibliomania.     Those 

are  seyeral  specimens  of  the  earliest  Typography,  foreign  and  English, 
including  Cazton,  Wtnkyn  dx  Words,  Ptkson,  and  others ;  a 
fine  collection  of  English  Poetry,  some  scarce  old  law-books,  a  great 
number  of  old  English  plays,  several  choice  MSS.  upon  yellum,  and 
other  subjects  of  literary  curiosity.  Also  several  of  the  best  editions 
of  the  Classics,  and  modem  English  and  French  books.  To  begin 
Deeemher  5, 1774,  and  the  17  following  evenings,  precisely  at  half  an 
Lour  after  five." 

I  am  in  possession  of  a  priced  OaUtloffue  of  this  collection,  which 
once  belonged  to  Herbert,  and  which  contains  all  the  purchasers' 
names,- as  weU  as  the  sums  given.  The  purchasers  were  principally 
Herbert,  Garrick,  Dodd,  Elmsley,  T.  Payne,  Richardson,  Chapman, 
Wagstafif,  Bindley,  and  Gough.  The  following  is  a  specimen  of  some 
curious  and  interesting  articles  contained  in  this  celebrated  library, 
and  of  the  prices  for  which  they  once  sold ! 

No.  172.  BfjXi%  brefe  Chronycle  relating  to  Syr  Jchan  Olde- 
easteUy  1544.  The  Life  off  the  70th  Arch- 
bishopp  off  Canterbury  presentleye  sittinge, 
1574,  &c.  life  of  Hen.  Hills,  Printer  to  0. 
Cromwell,  with  ths  Eelation  of  what  paeeed 
between  him  and  the  Taylor^s  Wife  in  Black 
Friars,  ieQ8,  <6c  0    7    9 

Purchased  by  Mores. 

Kos.  361  to  367.     Upwards  of  thirty  ecaree  Theological 

Tracts,  in  Latin  and  English  15    0 

Nos.  746  to  7.84.  A  fine  collection  of  early  English  Transla- 
tions, in  black  letter,  with  some  good  foreign 
editions  of  the  classics.  Not  exceeding,  in 
the  whole  10  10    0 

Kos.  837,  838.    Two  copies  of  the  first  editum  of  Bacon's 

Essays,  1597  !  0    0    6 

The  reader  will  just  glance  at  No.  970,  in  the 
catalogue,  en  passant,  to 

No&  1082  (£1  2s.)  and  1091  (12s.);  but  more  particu- 
larly to 

No.  1173.  C&xton's  Boke  of  TulU  of  olde  age,  &c    1481. 

Purchased  by  the  late  Mr.  T.  Payne  8    8    0 

No.  1174.  Cazton's  Boke  tehich  is  sayd  or  caUed  CcUhon, 

&c.  1483.  5    0    0 

Purchased  by  Alchom. 
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who  recollect  the  zeal  and  scholarship  of  this  great 
book-collector,  and  the  precious  gems  with  which  his 
library  (44)  was  stored  from  the  cabinets  of  De  Boze 
and  Gaignat,  as  well  as  of  Mead  and  Folkes^  cannot 

£  B,  d. 

No.  1256.  Caxtom's  Doctrinal  ofSa/pyenu,  1489  6    6    0 

Purchased  by  Alchom. 
No.  1257.  Caxton's  Oordyal,  1479  6  12    6 

No.  1258.  Wtnkyn  de  Wordb's  Ocharde  ofStfon^ 

&c.  1519.  1  13    0 

I  will,  however,  only  add  that  there  were  upwards  of  150  articles  of 
Old  Plays,  mostly  in  quarto.  See  page  73.  Of  AntiquUiea,  Chronicles^ 
and  Topography,  it  would  be  difficult  to  pitch  upon  the  rarest  YolumeB. 
The  collection,  including  very  few  MSS.,  contained  3641  azticlesy  or 
probably  nearly  7000  volumes.    The  Catalogue  is  uncommon. 

(44)  I  am  now  arrived,  pursuing  my  chronological  arxangementi  at 
a  very  important  period  in  the  annals  of  book-sales.  The  name  and 
collection  of  Dr.  Askew  are  so  well  known  in  the  bibliographical 
world  that  the  reader  need  not  be  detained  with  laboured  commen- 
dations on  either :  in  the  present  place,  however,  it  would  be  a  cruel 
disappointment  not  to  say  a  word  or  two  by  way  of  preface  or  prologus^ 

Dr.  Anthony  Askew  had  eminently  distinguished  himself  by  a 
refined  taste,  *a  sound  knowledge,  and  an  indefatigable  resesurch 
relating  to  every  thing  connected  witli  Grecian  and  Roman  literature. 
It  was  to  be  expected,  even  during  his  life,  as  he  was  possessed  of 
sufficient  means  to  gratify  himself  with  what  was  rare,  curious,  and 
beautiful  in  literature  and  the  fine  arts,  that  the  public  would,  one 
day,  be  benefited  by  such  pursuits  :  especially  as  he  had  expressed  a 
wish  that  his  treasures  might  be  unreservedly  submitted  to  sale^  after 
his  decease.  In  this  wish  the  Doctor  was  not  singular.  Many  emi- 
nent collectors  had  indulged  it  before  him :  and,  to  my  knowledge, 
many  modem  ones  still  indulge  it  Accordingly  on  the  death  of  Dr. 
Askew,  in  1774,  appeared,  in  the  ensuing  year,  a  catalogue  of  his  books 
for  sale,  by  Messrs.  Baker  and  Leigh,  under  the  following  title  : 

'' BiBLioTHEGA  AsKEViANA,  sive  Catalogus  Librorum  Rarissimorttm 
Antonii  Askew,  M.  D.,  quorum  Auctio  fiet  apud  S.  Baker  et  Q. 
Leigh,  in  Vico  dicto  York  Strut,  Covent  Garden,  Londini  Die  Lunm, 
13  Februarii,  MDCCLXXV,  et  in  undeviginti  sequentes  dies.**  A 
few  copies  were  struck  off  on  large  paper. 

We  are  told  by  the  compiler  of  the  catalogue  that  it  was  thought 
unnecessary  to  say  much  with  respect  to  this  Library  of  the  late  Dr. 
Anthony  Askew,  as  the  Collector  and  Collection  were  so  well  known 
in  almost  all  parts  of  Europe.  Afterwards  it  is  observed  that  ^  The 
books  in  general  are  in  very  fine  condition,  many  of  them  bound  in 
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but  Bigh  with  grief  of  heart  on  the  thought  cf  such  a 
victim  1  How  ardently,  and  how  kindly  [as  I  remember 
to  have  heard  his  friend  Dr.  Burges  say],  would  Askew 
unfold  his  guttering  stores— open  the  magnificent 
folio,  or  the  shining  duodecimo,  upon  vellum,  embos- 
sed and  fast  held  together  with  golden  knobs  and  silver 
clasps  I  How  carefully  would  he  imroll  the  curiousMS. — 
decipher  the  half  effaced  characters — and  then,  casting 
an  eye  of  ecstacy  over  the  shelves  upon  which  similar 
treasures  were  lodged,  exult  in  the  glittering  prospect 
before  him  1  But  death — ^who,  as  Horace  tells  us,  raps 

morocco,  and  Russia  leather,  with  gilt  leaves/'  ^<  To  give  a  particular 
accoant,"  continues  the  Compiler,  ''  of  the  many  scarce  editions  of  books 
in  this  Catalc^e  would  be  almost  endless,  therefore  the  first  editions 
of  the  Classics,  and  some  extremely  rare  hooks  are  chiefly  noticed. 
The  catalogue,  without  any  doubt,  contains  the  best,  rarest,  and 
most  valuable  coUection  of  Greek  and  Latin  Books  that  were  ever 
sold  in  England."  This  account  is  not  overcharged.  The  collection, 
in  regard  to  Greek  and  Roman  literature,  was  unique  in  its  day. 

The  late  worthy  and  learned  Mr.  M.  Cbacherode,  whose  library 
now  forms  one  of  the  most  splendid  acquisitions  of  the  British  Museum, 
and  whose  bequest  of  it  will  immortalize  his  memory,  was  also  among 
the  ^*  Emptores  literarii''  at  this  renowned  sale.  He  had  enriched  his 
collection  with  many  Exemplar  Askevianum ;  and,  in  his  latter  days, 
used  to  elevate  his  hands  and  eyes,  and  exclaim  against  the  prices 
now  offered  for  Editiones  Fbinoipes  ! 

The  fact  is,  Dr.  Askew's  sale  has  been  considered  a  sort  of  cera  in 
bibliography.  Since  that  period,  rare  and  curious  books  in  Greek  and 
Latin  literature  have  been  greedily  sought  after,  and  obtained  at  most 
extravagant  prices.  It  is  very  well  for  a  veteran  in  bibliography,  as 
was  Mr.  Cracherode,  or  as  are  Mr.  Wodhull  and  Dr.  Gosset,  whose 
coUections  were  formed  in  the  days  of  Gaignat,  Askew,  Duke  de  la 
Yalliere,  and  Lamoignon — it  is  very  well  for  such  gentiemen  to  de- 
claim against  modem  prices !  But  what  is  to  be  done  ?  Books  grow 
scarcer  every  day,  and  the  love  of  literature,  and  of  possessing  rare 
and  interesting  works,  increases  in  an  equal  ratio.  Hungry  biblio- 
graphers rieet,  at  sales,  with  weU  furnished  purses,  and  are  resolved 
upon  sumptuous  &re.  Thus  the  hammer  vibrates,  after  a  bidding  of 
Forty  pounds f  where  formerly  it  used  regularly  to  fcUl  at  Four  ! 

But  we  lose  sight  of  Dr.  AskeVs  rare  editions,  and  large  paper  copies. 
The  ioUowiDg,  gentle  Reader,  is  but  an  imperfect  specimen  ! 
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equally  at  the  palaces  of  kings  and  cottages  of  peasants, 
made  no  scruple  to  exercise  the  knocker  of  the  Doctor's 
door,  and  sent,  as  his  avant-courier,  this  deplorable 
MANIA  !  It  appeared  ;  and  even  Askew,  with  all  his 
skill  in  medicine  and  books,  fell  lifeless  before  it — 
bewailed,  as  he  was  beloved  and  respected  I 

After  this  melancholy  event,  one  would  have  thought 
that  future  Virttum  would  have  barricadoed  their  doors, 
and  famigated  their  chambers,  to  keep  out  such  a 
pest ; — but  how  few  are  they  who  profit  by  experience, 
even  when  dearly  obtained !  The  subsequent  history 
of  the  disease  is  a  striking  proof  of  the  truth  of  this 
remark  ;  for  the  madness  of  book-collecting  rather 
increased — and  the  work  of  death  still  went  on.     In 

£    i.    d 

No.  168.  Chaucer's  Works,  by  Pynson,  no  date  7  17    6 

No.  172.  Cicero  of  Old  Age,  by  Caxton,  1481  13  13    0 

No.  518.  Giiles'  (Nicole)  Annales,  &c.  de  France. 

Paris,  foL  1520.  2  torn,  bur  velin  31  10    6 

No.  647.  u£ginet8B  (Pauli)  Praecepta  Salubria.  Paris, 

quarto,  1510.    On  vellum  11    0    0 

No.  666.  ^opi  FabulsB.    Edit.  Prin.  ctrc  1480  6    6    0 

No.  684.  Boccacio,  la  Teseide  Ferar,  1475.  Prima 

Edizionb  85    0    0 

Na  1433.  Catullus  Tibullus,  et  Propertius,  Aldi. 

8yo.  1502.    In  Membrana  17  10    0 

This  copy  was  purchased  by  the  late  Mr.  M. 
C.  Cracherode,  and  is  now,  with  his  library, 
in  the  British  Museum.  It  is  a  beautiful 
book,  but  cannot  be  compared  with  Lord 
Spencer's  Aldine  vellum  Virgil^  of  the 
same  size. 
No.  1576.  Durandi  Rationale,  &c  1459.  In  Memdrana  61    0    0 

The  beginning  of  the  1st  chapter  was  wanting. 
Lord  Spencer  has  a  perfect  copy  of  this  rare 
book  on  spotless  yellum  ! 
No.  2656.  Platonis  Opera,  apud  Aldum.  2  voL  foL  1513. 

Edit,  Prin,    On  vellum  55  13    O 

Purchased  by  the  late  Dr.  W.  Hunter  ;  and  is 
at  this  moment,  in  his  Museum  at  Glasgow, 
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the  year  1776  died  John  Satdiffe  (45)  another,  and  a 
very  singular^  instance  of  the  fatality  of  the  Biblio- 
mania, If  he  had  contented  himself  with  his  former 
occupation,  and  frequented  the  butter  and  cheese, 
instead  of  the  boot,  market — if  he  could  hsLve  fancied 
himself  ia  a  brown  peruke,  and  Russian  apron,  instead 
of  an  embroidered  waistcoat,  velvet  breeches,  and  flow- 
ing perriwig,  he  might,  perhaps,  have  enjoyed  greater 
longevity  ;  but,  infatuated  by  the  Caxtons  and  Wyn- 
kyn  De  Wordes  of  Fletewode  and  erf  West,  he  fell  into 
the  snare ;  and  the  more  he  struggled  to  disentangle 
himself,  the  more  certainly  did  he  become  a  prey 
to  the  disease* 

Thirty  years  have  been  considered  by  Addison  (some- 

The  reader  who  has  not  seen  them  can  have 
no  idea  of  the  beauty  of  these  vellum  leaves. 
The  ink  is  of  the  finest  lustre,  and  the  whole 
typographical  arrangement  [may  be  consi- 
dered  a  master-piece  of  printing.  Lord  Oxford 
told  Dr.  Mead  that  he  gave  100  guineas  for 
this  very  copy. 

(45)  BiBUOTHBCA  Hatoliffiana  ;  or,  *'  A  Catalogue  of  the  elegant 
and  truly  valuable  Library  of  John  Ratgliffb,  Esq.  late  of  Ber- 
mondsey,  deceased.  The  whole  collected  with  great  judgment  and 
expense,  during  the  last  thirty  years  of  his  life :  comprehending  a 
laige  and  most  choice  collection  of  the  rare  old  English  hUuk-Utter^ 
in  fine  preservation,  and  in  elegant  bindings,  printed  by  Caxton, 
LiTTOU,  Maohunia,  the  anonymous  St  Albans  Schoolmaster, 
Wynkyn  de  Worde,  Pynson,  Berthelet,  Grafton,  Day,  Newberie, 
Marshe,  Jugge,  Whytchurch,  Wyer,  Rastell,  Coplande,  and  the  rest 
of  the  Old  English  Typographers :  several  missals  and  MSS.,  and  two 
Pedigrees  on  vellum,  finely  illuminated.''  The  title  page  then  sets 
forth  a  specimen  of  these  black-lettered  gems  ;  among  which  our  eyes 
are  dazzled  with  a  galaxy  of  Caxtons,  Wynkyn  de  Wordes,  Pynsons, 
he  &c    The  sale  took  place  on  March  27,  1776. 

If  ever  there  was  a  unique  collection,  this  was  one — ^the  very  essence 
of  Old  Divinity,  Foetiy,  Romances,  and  Chronicles  !  The  articles 
were  only  1675  in  number,  but  their  intrinsic  value  amply  compen- 
sated for  their  paucity. 
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where  in  his  Spectator)  as  a  pretty  accurate  period  for 
the  passing  away  of  one  generation  and  the  coming  on 
of  another.  We  have  brought  down  our  researches  to 
within  a  similar  period  of  the  present  times ;  but,  as 
Addison  has  not  made  out  the  proofs  of  such  assertion, 
and  as  many  of  the  relatives  and  friends  of  those  who 
have  fallen  victims  to  the  Bibliomania,  since  the  days 
of  Ratcliffe,  may  yet  be  alive  ;  moreover,  as  it  is  the 
part  of  humanity  not  to  tear  open  wounds  which  have 
been  just  closed,  or  awaken  painful  sensibilities  which 
have  been  well  nigh  laid  to  rest ;  so,  my  dear  Sir,  in 
giving  you  a  further  account  of  this  fatal  disorder^  I 

The  following  is  but  an  inadequate  specimen. 

No.  1315.    Horace*8  Arte  of  Poetrie,  Pistles  and  Satyres,  by 

Drant    Ibiyi^firitEngluik  edition,  0  16    6 

No.  1321.    The  Sheparde's  Calender,  1579.     Whetstone's 

Castle  of  Delight,  1576  12    0 

No.  1392.  The  Pastyme  of  the  People,  printed  by  RastelL 
Curious  wood  cuts.  A  copy  of  this  book  is 
not  now  to  be  procured.  I  have  known  £40 
offered  for  it,  and  rejected  with  disdain  7    7    0 

No.  1403.    Barclay's  Shyp  of  Folys,  printed  by  Pynson, 

\hO%f  first  edit,  fine  copy  2  10    0 

No.  1426.    The  Doctrinal  of  Sapyence,printedbyCAZT0K4 

1489  8    8    0 

No.  1427.  The  Boke,  caUed  Cathon,  ditto,  1483.  Pur- 
chased by  Dr.  Hunter,  and  now  in  his  Museum         6    5    0 

No.  1428.  The  Polytyque  Boke,  named  Tullius  de  Senec- 
tute,  in  EngUshe,  by  Caxton,  1481.  Pur- 
chased  for  his  Majesty  14    0    0 

No.  1429.    The  Qame  of  Chesse  Playe.    1474  16    0    0 

No.  1665.    The  Boke  of  Jason,  printed  by  Caxton  5  10    0 

No.  1669.    The  Polychronicon  of  RanulphHigden,  printed 

by  Caxton,  1482.    Purchased  hy  Dr.  Hunter         5  15    6 

No.  1670.    Legenda   Aurea,    or   the    Golden   Legends 

1483  9  15    0 

No.  1674.  Mr.  Ratdiffe's  MS.  Catalogues  of  the  rar$  old 
black  letter,  and  other  curious  and  uncommon 
books,  4  Tolfl.  7  15    0 
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deem  it  the  most  prudent  method  not  to  eo^pcUiate  upon 
the  subsequent  examples  of  its  mortality.  We  can 
only  mourn  over  such  names  as  Bbauclerk,  Crofts, 
Peabson,  Lort,  Mason,  Farmer,  Steevens,  Wood- 
house,  Brand,  and  Reed,  I  and  fondly  hope  that  the 
list  may  not  be  increased  by  those  of  living  characters  I 
We  are,  in  the  second  place,  to  describe  the  Symp- 
toms OF  THE  DiSEASK 

The  ingenious  Peignot,  in  the  first  volume  of  his 
*  Dictionnaire  Bibliologie,^  p.  51,  defines  the  Biblio- 
mania (46)  to  be  ^^  a  passion  for  possessing  books ;  not 

This  would  have  been  the  most  delicious  article 
to  my  palate.  If  the  present  owner  of  it  were 
disposed  to  part  with  it,  I  could  not  find  it  in 
my  heart  to  refuse  him  compound  interest  for 
his  money.  As  is  the  wooden  firame-work  to 
the  bricklayer  in  the  construction  of  his  arch, 
80  might  Mr.  Ratcliffe's  MS.  Catalogues  be 
to  me  in  the  compilation  of  a  certain  magnum 
opus/ 

The  memory  of  such  a  man  ought  to  be  dear  to  the  *'  black-lettered 
dogs*'  of  the  present  day;  for  he  had  [mirabile  dictufj  uptoards  of 
Thikty  Caxtons  I 

If  I  might  hazard  a  comparison  between  Mr.  James  Wesfs  and  Mr. 
John  Ratcliffe's  collections,  I  should  say  that  the  former  was  more 
extensive,  the  latter  more  curious:  Mr.  Wesfs,  like  a  magnificent 
champagne,  executed  by  the  hand  of  Claude  or  Both,  and  enclosing 
mountains,  and  meadows,  and  streams,  presented  to  the  eye  of  the 
beholder  a  scene  at  once  extensive,  luxuriant,  and  fruitful :  Mr.  Bat- 
cliffe's,  like  one  of  those  delicious  pieces  of  scenery,  touched  by  the 
pencil  of  Rysdael  or  Hobbima,  exhibited  to  the  beholder's  eye  a  spot 
equally  interesting,  but  less  varied  and  extensive.  The  sweeping 
foliage  and  rich  pefiture  of  the  former  could  not,  perhaps,  afford 
greater  gratification  than  did  the  thatched  cottage,  abrupt  declivities, 
and  gushing  streams  of  the  latter.  To  change  the  metaphor — Mr. 
WestTs  was  a  magnificent  repository,  Mr.  Batdiffe's  a  choice  cabinet 
of  gems. 

(46)  There  is  a  short,  but  smart  and  interesting,  article  on  this  "head 
in  Mr.  D'Israeli's  Ouriosities  of  Liierahire,  vol  1.  10.  ^'Bruyere  has 
touched  on  this  mania  with  humour  ;   of  such  a  collectot  (one  who  is 


44  SYMPTOMS  OF  THB  DISBASB. 

SO  mucli  to  be  instructed  by  them,  as  to  gratify  the  eye 
by  looking  on  them.  He  who  is  affected  by  this  mania 
knows  books  only  by  their  titles  and  dates,  and  is  rather 
seduced  by  the  exterior  than  interior." !  This  is. 
perhaps,  t^o  general  and  vague  a  definition  to  be  of 
much  benefit  in  the  knowledge,  and  consequent  pre- 
vention, of  the  disease :  let  us,  therefore,  describe  it 
more  certainly  and  inteUigibly. 

Symptoms  of  this  disease  are  instantly  known  by  a 
passion  for  I.  Large  Paper  Copies :  II.  Uncut  Copies : 
III.  Illustrated  Copies :  IV.  Unique  Copies :  V.  Copies 
printed  upon  Vellum  :  VI.  First  Editions  :  VII.  True 
Editions :  VIII.  A  general  desire  for  the  Black  Letter. 
We  will  describe  these  symptoms  more  particularly. 

I.  Large  Paper  Copies.  These  are  a  certain  set  or 
limited  number  of  the  work  printed  inasuperior  manner, 
both  in  regard  to  ink  and  press  work,  on  paper  of  a 
larger  sizefand  better  qualit^,  than  the  ordin^  copies. 
Their  price  is  enhanced  in  proportion  to  their  beauty 
and  rarity.     In  the  note  below  (47)  are  specified  a  few 

fond  of  superb  bindings  only)  says  he,  as  soon  as  I  enter  his  house^  I 
am  ready  to  faint  on  the  stair-case  from  a  strong  smell  of  morocco 
leather.  In  vain  he  shows  me  fine  editions,  gold  leaves,  Etruscan  bind- 
ings, &c — ^naming  them  one  after  another,  as  if  he  were  showing  a 
gallery  of  pictures  !"  Lucian  has  composed  a  biting  invective  against 
an  ignorant  possessor  of  a  vast  library.  ''  One  who  opens  his  eyes,  with 
an  hideous  stare,  at  an  old  book,  and,  after  turning  over  the  pages, 
chiefly  admires  the  date  of  its  publication." 

(47)  1.  Lord  Bacon* s  Essctys,  1798,  8vo,  of  which  it  is  said  only  five 
copies  were  struck  off  on  royal  folio.  In  Lord  Spencer's  and  the  Cra- 
cherode,  collection  I  have  seen  a  copy  of  this  exquisitely  printed 
book  ;  the  text  of  which,  surrounded  by  such  an  amplitude  of  margin, 
in  the  language  of  Emesti  [see  his  Critique  on  Havercamp's  Sallust] 
*'  natut  velut  cymba  in  oceano." 
8.    Tventy  Plays  of  Shakespeare  published  by  Steevens  from  the  old 

quarto  editions,  1766,   8vo.  6  vols.      Of   this  edition  there  were 

only  twelve  copies  struck  off  on  large  paper.     See  BibL  Steevens, 

Na  1312. 
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works  which  have  been  published  in  this  manner,  that 
the  sober  collector  may  avoid  approaching  them. 

This  (48)  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania  is,  at  the 
present  day,  both  general  and  violent,  and  threatens 
to  extend  still  more  widely.  Even  modem  publi- 
cations are  not  exempt  from  its  calamitous  influence  ; 
and  when  Mr.  Miller,  the  bookseller,  told  me  with 
what  eagerness  the  large  paper  copies  of  Lord  Valentia's 
Travels  were  bespoke,  and  Mr.  Evans  shewed  me  that 
every  similar  copy  of  his  new  edition  of  "  Burnett's 
History  of  his  own  Times  "  was  disposed  of,  I  could  not 
help  elevating  my  eyes  and  hands,  in  token  of  commis- 

3.  Dodsle^B  OolUcHon  of  Old  Plays,  1780,  8vo,  12  vols,  only  six  copies 
printed  on  large  paper.    See  BibL  Woodhonse,  No.  198. 

4.  The  OrenvUU  Homer,  Qrsdce,  1800.  4to.  4  vols.  Fifty  copies 
with  plates  were  struck  off  on  large  paper,  in  royal  quarto.  A  copy  of 
this  kind  was  purchased  at  a  sale  in  1804,  for  £^  15s. 

6.  SandfordPe  ChnecUogical  History,  etc  1707,  foL  Mr.  Arch  of  Com< 
hill  purchased  a  copy  of  this  work  on  large  paper,  at  the  late  sale 
of  Baron  Smyth's  books,  for  £46.  If  the  laigest  x>ftper  of  Clarke's 
Cassar  be  excepted,  this  is  the  highest  priced  single  volume  on  laige 
paper,  that  I  just  now  recollect 

6.    Heam^s  Works  on  large  paper. 

Something  relating  to  Heame  will  be  found  in  the  note  at  page  7 
ante.  Here  it  will  be  only  necessary  to  observe  that  the  HemSan  rage 
for  Large  Paper  is  quite  of  recent  growth,  but  it  promises  to  be  giant- 
like. When  the  duplicates  of  a  part  of  Mr.  WoodhuU's  library,  in 
1803,  were  sold,  there  was  a  fine  set  of  copies  of  this  kind  ;  but  the 
prices,  comparatively  with  those  now  offered,  were  extremely  moderate. 
Mr.  Otridge,  the  bookseller,  told  me  an  amusing  story  of  his  going 
down  to  Liverpool,  many  years  ago,  and  accidentally  purchasing  from 
the  library  of  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Hanmer,  a  magnificent  set  of  Large 
Paper  Heames  for  about  40  Guineas.  Many  of  these  are  now  in  the 
choice  library  of  his  Qrace  the  Duke  of  Qrafton.  The  copies  were 
catalogued  as  sm^Ul  paper.  Was  there  ever  a  more  provoking  blun- 
der?! 

(48)  Analogous  to  Large  Paper  Copies  are  tall  Copies  ;  that  is,  copies 
of  the  work  published  on  the  ordinary  size  paper  and  not  much  cut 
down  by  the  binder.  The  want  of  margin  is  a  serious  grievance  com- 
plained of  by  book-coUectprs ;  and  when  there  is  a  contest  of  margin- 
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eration  at  the  prevalence  of  this  Symptom  of  the 
Bibliomania  ! 

IL  Uncut  Copies.  Of  all  the  symptoms  of  the  Biblio- 
mania, this  is  probably  the  most  extraordinary.  It 
may  be  defined  as  a  passion  to  possess  books  of  which 
the  edges  have  never  been  sheared  by  the  binder's  tools. 
And  here,  my  dear  Sir,  I  find  myself  walking  upon 
doubtful  ground  ; — ^your  uncut  Hearnes  rise  up  in 
"  rough  majesty"  before  me,  and  almost  "  push  me 
from  my  stooL'^  Indeed,  when  I  look  around  in  my 
book-lined  tub,  I  cannot  but  be  conscious  that  this  symp- 
tom of  the  disorder  has  reached  my  own  threshold ; 
but  when  it  is  known  that  a  few  of  my  bibliographical 
books  are  left  with  the  edges  uncut  merdy  to  please  my 
friends  (as  one  must  sometimes  study  their  tastes  and 
appetites  as  well  as  one's  own),  I  trust  that  no  very  serious 
conclusions  will  be  drawn  about  the  probable  fatality 
of  my  own  case.  As  to  uncut  copies,  although  their 
inconvenience  [an  uncut  lexicon  to  wit  I]  and  deformity 
must  be  acknowledged,  andalthough  a  rational  man  can 
want  for  nothing  better  than  a  book  once  well  hound,  yet 
we  find  that  the  extraordinary  passion  for  collecting 
them  not  only  obtains  with  full  force,  but  is  attended 
with  very  serious  consequences  to  those  "qui  n'ont 
point  des  pistoles  "  (to  borrow  the  language  of  Clement; 
voL  vi  p.  36).  I  dare  say  an  uncut  first  Shakspeare, 
as  well  as  an  uncut  first  Homer  (49)  would  produce  a 
little  annuity  ! 

xneasnring,  with  books  never  professedly  published  on  large  paper, 
the  anxiety  of  each  party  to  have  the  largest  copy  is  better  conceived 
than  described !  How  carefully,  and  how  adroitly,  are  the  golden  and 
silver  rules  then  exercised  ! 

(49)  ^'  Un  Buperbe  exemplaire  de  cette  Edition  priinapi  a  M  yendo, 
chez  M.  de  Cotte,  en  1804,  la  somme  de  3601  livres ;  nuuBil  firat  ijou- 
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IIL  Illustrated  Copies.  A  passion  for  books  illus- 
trated or  adorned  with  numerous  prints,  representing 
characters  or  circumstances  mentioned  in  the  work,  is  a 
very  general  and  violent  symptom  of  the  BibUomania, 
which  has  beenknown  chiefly  within  the  last  half  century. 
The  origin,  or  first  appearance,  of  this  symptom  has 
been  traced  by  some  to  the  publication  of  Granger's 
"  Biographical  History  of  England  ;"  but  whoever  will 
be  at  the  pains  of  reading  the  preface  of  this  work  will 
see  that  Granger  sheltered  himself  under  the  authorities 
of  Evelyn,  Ashmole,  and  others  ;  and  that  he  alone  is 
not  tQ  be  considered  as  responsible  for  all  the  mischief 
which  this  passion  for  coUecting  printohaa  occasioned 
Oranger,  however,  was  the  first  who  introduced  it  in  the 
form  of  a  treatise,  and  surely  « in  an  evil  hour  "  was 
this  treatise  published — although  its  amiable  author 
must  be  acquitted  of  *'maUce  prepense."  His  History 
of  England  (50)  seems  to  have  sounded  the  tocsin  for 
a  general  rummage  after,  and  slaughter  of,  old  prints : 
venerable  philosophers  and  veteran  heroes,  who  had 
long  reposed  in  unmolested  dignity  within  the  mag- 
nificent folio  volumes  which  recorded  their  achieve- 
ments, were  instantly  dragged  from  their  peaceful 
abodes  to  be  inlaid  by  the  side  of  some  spruce,  modem 
engraving,  within  an  Illustrated  Grangeb  1  Nor  did 
the  madness  stop  here.     Illustration  was  the  order  of 

ler  que  cet  exemplaire  tr^s-precieux  est  de  la  plus  beUe  conservation  ; 
on  dirait  qu'il  sort  dessous  presse.  De  plus,  il  est  peut-^tre  Vwniiqu» 
doni  ls8  margei  n*ont  pas  dU  rogn/ei  ni  coup/es  /  " 

Peignof  8  OurumtA  BibliographigueSf  Ixv-vL 

(50)  It  was  first  published  in  two  quarto  volumes,  1766  ;  and  went 
through  several  editions  in  octavo.  The  last  is,  I  believe,  of  the  date 
of  1804 ;  to  which  three  additional  volumes  were  published  by  William 
Noble,  in  1806  ;  the  whole  seven  volumes  form  what  is  caUed  an  ex- 
cellent library  work. 
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the  day;  and  Shakspeare  (51)  and  Clarendon  (52) 
became  the  next  objects  of  its  attack.  From  these  it 
has  glanced  oflF  in  a  variety  of  directions,  to  adorn  the 
pages  of  humbler  wights  ;  and  the  passion,  or  rather 
this  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania,  (53)  yet  rages  with 
undiminished  force.  If  judiciously  (54)  treated,  it  is,  of 
all  the  symptoms,  the  leastliable  to  mischief.  Topossess 
a  series  of  well  executed  portraits  of  illustrious  men, 
at  different  periods  of  their  lives,  from  blooming  boy- 
hood to  phlegmatic  old  age,  is  sufficiently  amusing 
(55);  but  to  possess  every  portrait,  &ad,  indifferent^  and 

(51)  About  two  or  three  years  ago  there  was  an  extraordinaij  set 
of  prints  disposed  of,  for  the  illustration  of  Shakspeare,  coUected  by 
a  gentleman  in  Cornwall,  with  considerable  taste  and  judgment. 
Lord  Spencer's  beautiful  octavo  illustrated  Shakespeare,  bequeathed  to 
him  by  the  late  Mr.  Steevens,  has  been  enriched,  since  it  came  into 
the  library  of  its  present  noble  possessor,  with  many  a  rare  and  many 
a  beauteous  specimen  of  the  graphic  art. 

(62)  I  have  heard  of  an  illustrated  Clarendon  (which  was  recently 
in  the  metropolis),  that  has  been  valued  at  5000  Guineas  !  "  a  good 
roxmd  sum  !" 

(53)  One  of  the  most  striking  and  splendid  instances  of  the  present 
rage  for  iUustration  may  be  seen  in  Mr.  MiUer^s  own  copy  of  the 
Historical  Work  of  Mr.  Fox,  in  two  volumes,  imperial  quarto.  EIx- 
clusively  of  a  great  variety  of  Portraits,  it  is  enriched  with  the  original 
drawing  of  Mr.  Fox's  bust  from  which  the  print,  attached  to  the  pub- 
lication, is  tak^  ;  and  has  also  many  original  notes  and  letten  by 
its  illustrious  author.  Mr.  Walter  Scotf  s  edition  of  Dryden  has  also . 
received,  by  the  same  publisher,  a  similar  illustration.  It  is  on  large 
paper,  and  most  splendidly  bound  in  blue  morocco,  containing  upwards 
of  650  portraits. 

(54)  The  fine  copy  of  Qranger,  illustrated  by  the  late  Mr.  Bull,  is 
now  in  the  library  of  the  Marquis  of  Bute,  at  Lutton.  It  extends  to 
37  atlas  folio  volumes,  and  is  a  repository  of  almost  every  rare  and 
beautiful  print,  which  the  diligence  of  its  late,  and  the  skill,  taste,  and 
coilnoisseurship  of  its  present,  noble  owner  have  brought  together. 

(55)  In  the  Memoirs  of  Mr.  Thomas  HoUis  there  is  a  series  of  the 
portraits  of  Milton  (not  executed  in  the  best  manner)  done  in  this 
way  ;  and  a  like  series  of  Pope's  portraits  accompanies  the  recent 
edition  of  the  poefs  works  by  the  Rev.  W.  L.  Bowles. 
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unlike,  betxays  such  a  dangerous  and  alarming  symp- 
tom as  to  render  tlie  case  almost  incurable ! 

There  is  another  mode  of  illustrating  copies  by 
which  this  symptom  of  the  BibUomaniamay  be  known: 
it  consiste  in  bringing  together,  from  different  works, 
[by  meansof  theSorsfor  oiherwise  by  txanscrip: 
tion]  eveiy  page  or  paragraph  which  has  aay  fon- 
nection  with  the  character  or  subject  under  discussion. 
This  is  a  useful  and  entertaining  mode  of  illustrating 
a  favourite  author;  and  copies  of  works  of  this 
nature,  when  executed  by  skilful  (56)  hands,  should 
be  preserved  in  public  repositories.  I  almost  ridiculed 
the  idea  of  an  Illustrated  Chatterton,  in  this 
way,  till  I  saw  Mr.  Haslewood's  copy,  in  twenty-one 
volumes,  which  rivetted  me  to  my  seat ! 

IV.  Uniqtie  Copies.     A  passion  for  a   book  which 

(66)  Numerotis  are  the  instances  of  the  peculiar  use  and  value  of 
copies  of  this  kind,  especiaUy  to  those  who  are  engaged  in  publication, 
of  a  sinular  nature.  Oldys's  interleaved  Langbaine  is  re-echoed  in 
almost  every  recent  work  connected  with  the  belles-lettres  of  our 
country.  Oldys  himself  was  unrivalled  in  this  method  of  illustration  ; 
if^  besides  his  Langbaine,  his  copy  of  'FuUer's  Worthies'  [once  Mrs. 
Steevens's,  now  Mr.  Malone's,  See  BibL  Steevens,  n<>.  1799]  be  alone 
considered !  This  Oldys  was  the  oddest  mortal  that  ever  scribbled  for 
bread.  Qrose,  in  his  Olio,  gives  an  amusing  account  of  his  having 
*<  a  number  of  small  parchment  bags  inscribed  with  *the  names  of  the 
persons  whose  lives  he  intended  to  write ;  into  which  he  put  every 
eireomstance  and  anecdote  he  could  collect,  and  thence  drew  up  his 
history."    See  Noble's  CoUege  of  Arms,  p.  420. 

Of  illustrated  copies  in  this  way,  the  Suidas  of  Euster,  belonging 
to  the  feunousjiyOrville,  is  a  memorable  instance.  This  is  now  in 
the  Bodleian  libraiy.  I  should  suppose  that  one  Narcissus  Luttrell 
in  Charles  the  Second's  reign,  had  a  number  of  Hke  illustrated 
copies.  His  collection  of  contemporaneous  literature  must  have  been 
immense,  as  we  may  conclude  from  the  account  of  it  in  Mr.  Walter 
Scottfs  Preface  to  his  recent  edition  of  Dryden's  works.  Luckily  for 
this  brilliant  poet  and  editor,  a  part  of  Luttrell's  collection  had  found 
its  way  into  the  libraries  of  Mr.  Bindley  and  Mr.  Heber,  and  thence 
was  doomed  to  shine,  with  renewed  lustre,  by  the  side  of  the  poetry 
of  Dryden. 
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has  any  peculiarity  about  it,  by  either,  or  both,  of  the 
foregoing  methods  of  illustration — or  which  is  remark- 
able for  its  size,  beauty,  and  condition — is  indicative 
of  a  rage  for  unique  copies,  and  is  unquestionably  a 
strong  prevailing  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania.  Let 
me  therefore  urge  every  sober  and  cautious  collector 
not  to  be  fascinated  by  the  terms  "  Matchless,  and 
Unique  ;'*  which,  "  in  slim  Italicks"  (to  copy  Dr.  Fer- 
riar's  happy  expression)  are  studiously  introduced  into 
Bookseller's  catalogues  to  lead  the  unwary  astray. 
Such  a  Collector  may  fancy  himself  proof  against  the 
temptation ;  and  will,  in  consequence,  call  orUy  to  look 
ai  this  unique  book,  or  set  of  books ;  but,  when  he 
views  the  morocco  binding,  silk  water-tabby  lining, 
blazing  gilt  edges — when  he  turns  over  the  white  and 
spotless  leaves— gazes  on  the  ampUtude  of  margin- 
on  a  rare  and  lovely  print  introduced — and  is  charmed 
with  the  soft  and  coaxing  manner  in  which,  by  the 
skill  of  Herring  or  Mackinlay,  (58)  "  leaf  succeeds  to 
leaf'  — ^he  can  no  longer  bear  up  against  the  tempta- 
tion— and,  confessing  himself  vanquished,  purchajses, 
and  retreats — exclaiming  with  Virgil's  shepherd 

Ut  vidi,  ut  perii— ut  me  malus  abstulit  error  ! 

(68)  At  page  8,  note — the  reader  has  been  led  to  expect  a  lew 
remarks  upon  the  luxuriancy  of  modem  book-binding.  Mr.  Roscoey 
in  his  Lorenzo  de  Medici,  voL  ii,  p.  79.,  edit  8vo.,  has  defended  the 
art  with  so  much  skill  that  nothing  further  need  be  said  in  com- 
mendation of  it.  Admitting  every  degree  of  merit  to  our  present 
fashionable  binders,  and  frankly  allowing  them  the  superiority  over 
De  Rome,  Padaloup,  and  the  old  school  of  binding,  I  cannot  bat 
wish  to  see  revived  those  beautiful  portraits,  arabesque  borders,  and 
sharp  angular  ornaments,  that  are  often  foimd  on  the  outsides  of 
books  bound  in  die  16th  century,  with  calf  leather,  upon  oaken 
boards.  These  brilliant  decorations  almost  make  us  forget  the  ivoiy 
crucifix,  guarded  with  silver  doors,  which  is  frequently  introduced 
in  the  interior  of  the  sides  of  the  binding.  Few  things  are  more 
gratifying  to  a  genuine  collector  than  a  fine  copy  of  a  book  in  ita 
ori^nal  binding  ! 
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V.  Copies  printed  on  vellum.  A  desire  for  works 
printed  in  this  manner  is  an  equally  strong  and  general 
symptom  of  the  Bibliomania ;  but  as  these  works  are 
rarely  to  be  obtained  of  modem  (59)  date,  the  col- 
lector is  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  specimens,  exe- 
cuted three  centuries  ago,  in  the  printing-offices  of 
Aldus,  Verard,  and  the  JuntsB.  Although  the  Biblio- 
th&jue  Imperiale,  at  Paris,  and  the  library  of  Count 
Macarty,  at  Toulouse,  are  said  to  contain  the  greatest 
number  of  books  printed  upon  vellum,  yet,  those  who 
have  been  fortunate  enough  to  see  copies  of  this  kind 
in  the  libraries  of  his  Majesty,  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, Earl  Spencer,  Mr.  Johnes,  and  the  late  Mr. 
Cracherode  (now  in  the  British  Museum),  need  not 
travel  on  the  Continent  for  the  sake  of  being  con- 
vinced of  their  exquisite  beauty  and  splendour.  Mr. 
Edward's  uniqus  copy  (he  will  forgive  the  epithet)  of 
the  first  Livy,  upon  vellum,  is  a  Library  of  itself  I — 

(59)  The  modem  books,  printed  upon  veUum,  have  in  general  not 
sacoeeded;  whether  from  the  art  of  preparing  the  vellmn,  or  of 
printing  npon  it,  being  lost  I  wiU  not  presmne  to  determine.  The 
reader  may  be  amused  with  the  foUowing  prices  for  which  a  few 
works,  executed  in  this  manner,  were  sold  in  the  year  1804  : 

va  £  $.  d. 

S5a    Virgilu  Opera,  1789,  4to 33  12    0 

851.    Somervile's  Chase,  1796,  4to 16    4    6 

868L    Poems  by  Goldsmith  and  Pamell,  1796,  4to 15  16    0 

263.    The  Gardens,  by  Abb^  DeliUe,  1798,  4to 14    3    6 

254.    Castle  of  Otranto,  printed  by  Bodoni,  1791,  4to.    13    2    6 

960.    La  Guirlande  Julie,- 1784,  8vo 37  17    6 

263.    Economy  of  Human  Life,  1796,  8yo 16  16    0 

See  ^  Catalogue  of  a  most  splendid  and  valvMe  Collection  of  Books, 
Svperb  Missals,  dc,"  sold  byMr.  Christie,  on  April  24, 1804.  But  the 
reader  should  procure  the  Catalogue  of  Mr.  Paris's  Books,  sold  in 
the  year  1790,  which,  for  the  number  of  articles,  is  xmrivalled.  The 
eye  is  struck,  in  every  page,  with  the   most  sumptuous  copies  on 
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and  the  recent  discovery  of  a  vellum  copy  of  Wynkyn 
De  Worde's  reprint  of  Juliana  Bc^mes^s  hook,  (60) 
complete  in  every  respect,  [to  say  nothing  of  his 
Majesty's  similar  copy  of  Caxton's  Doctrinal  of  So- 
pience,  1489,  in  the  finest  preservation]  are,  to  be 
sure,  sufficient  demonstrations  of  the  prevalence  of 
this  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania  in  the  times  of  our 
forefathers ;  so  that  it  cannot  be  said,  as  some  have 
asserted,  to  have  appeared  entirely  within  the  last 
half  century. 

VI.  First  Editions.  From  the  time  of  Ancillon 
(61)  to  Askew,  there  has  been  a  very  strong  desire  ex- 
pressed for  the  possession  of  original  or  first  published 
editions  qf  works,  as  they  are  in  general  superintended 
and  corrected  by  the  author  himself ;  and,  like  the 
first  impressions  of  prints,are  considered  more  valuable. 
Whoever  is  possessed  with  a  passion  for  collecting 
books  of  this  kind  may  unquestionably  be  said  to 
exhibit  a  strong  s}nnptom  of  the  Bibliomania ;     but 

(60)  See  page  5,  ante,  for  some  account  of  this  curious  work. 

(61)  There  is  a  curious  and  amusing  article  in  Bayle  [English 
edition,  voL  L,  672,  &c.]  about  the  elder  Ancillon,  who  frankly 
confessed  thai  he  "  was  troubled  with  the  Bibliomania,  or  disease 
of  buying  lx)oks.''  Mr.  IVIsraeli  says  ''that  he  always  purchased 
fir$t  editions,  and  never  waited  for  second  ones," — but  I  find  it,  in  the 
English  Bayle,  note  D,  ''  he  chose  the  best  editions."  The  manner  in 
which  Ancillon's  Hbraiy  was  pillaged  by  the  Ecclesuistics  of  Mets 
(where  it  was  considered  as  the  most  valuable  curiosity  in  the  town) 
is  thus  told  by  Bayle  ;  "  Ancillon  was  obliged  to  leave  Metz :  a  com- 
pany of  Ecclesiastics,  of  all  orders,  came  from  every  part,  to  laj 
hands  on  this  fine  and  copious  library,  which  had  been  collected  with 
the  utmost  care  during  forty  years.  They  took  away  a  great  number 
of  the  books  together,  and  gave  a  Httle  money,  as  they  went  out,  to 
a  young  girl,  of  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age,  who  looked  after 
them,  that  they  might  have  it  to  say  they  had  paid  for  (hem.  Thus 
Ancillon  saw  that  valuable  collection  dispersed,  in  which,  as  he  was 
wont  to  say,  his  chief  pleasure  and  even  his  heart  was  placed  W — 
Edit.  1734. 
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such  a  case  is  not  quite  hopeless,  nor  is  it  deserving 
of  severe  treatment  or  censure.  All  bibliographers 
have  dwelt  on  the  importance  of  these  editions,  for 
the  sake  of  collation  with  subsequent  ones,  and  de- 
tecting, as  is  firequently  the  case,  the  carelessness  dis- 
played by  future  (62)  editors.  Of  such  importance  is 
iiiejirst  edition  ofShakspeare  (63)  considered,  that  a 
fac-simile  reprint  of  it  has  been  published  with  suc- 
ces&  In  regard  to  the  Greek  and  Latin  Classics,  the 
possession  of  these  original  editions  is  of  the  first 
consequence  to  editors  who  are  anxious  to  republish 
the  legitimate  text  of  an  author.  Wakefield,  I  believe 
always  regretted  that  the  first  edition  of  Lucretius  had 
not  been  earlier  inspected  by  him.  When  he  began 
his  edition,  the  Editio  Princeps  was  not  (as  I  have  un- 
derstood) in  the  library  of  Earl  Spencer — the  store- 
house of  almost  every  thing  that  is  exquisite  and  rare 
in  ancient  classical  literature ! 

(6^  An  instance  of  this  kind  may  be  adduced  from  the  first  edition 
of  Fabian,  printed  in  1516 ;  of  which  Messrs.  Longman,  and  Co., 
have  now  engaged  a  very  able  editor  to  collate  the  text  with 
that  of  the  subsequent  editions.  "  The  antiquary,"  says  the  late  Mr. 
Brand,  ''  is  desired  to  consult  the  edition  of  Fabian,  printed  by  Pynson, 
in  1616,  because  there  are  others,  and  I  remember  to  have  seen  one 
in  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford,  with  a  continuation  to  the  end 
of  Queen  Mary,  1659,  in  which  the  language  is  mxtch  modernised," 
Shakespeare,  edit  1803,  vol.  xviiL  p.  85-6. 

(63)  A  singular  story  is  ''extant"  about  the  purchase  of  the  late 
Duke  of  Roxburgh's  fine  copy  of  the  first  edition  of  Shakespeare.  A 
friend  was  bidding  for  him  in  the  sale-room :  his  Grace  had  retired  to 
a  distance,  to  view  the  issue  of  the  contest  Twenty  guineas  and 
more  were  offered,  from  various  quarters,  for  the  book :  a  slip  of 
paper  was  handed  to  the  Duke,  in  which  he  was  requested  to  inform 
his  friend  whether  he  was  "to  go  on  bidding*' — ^His  Qrace  took  his 
pencil,  and  wrote  underneath,  by  way  of  reply — 

lay  on  Macduff ! 

And  d— d  be  he  who  first  cries,  *  Hold,  enough !' 
Such  a  spirit  was  irresistible,  and  bore  down  aU  opposition.      EEis 
Qxace  retired  triumphant,  with  the  book  under  his  arm. 
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It  must  not,  however,  be  forgotten  that  if  first 
editions  axe,  in  some  instances,  of  great  importance, 
they  are  in  many  respects  superfluous,  and  an  incum- 
brance to  the  shelves  of  a  collector ;  inasmuch  as  the 
labours  of  subsequent  editors  have  corrected  their 
errors,  and  superseded,  by  a  great  fund  of  additional 
matter,  the  necessity  of  consulting  them.  Thus,  not 
to  mention  other  instances  (which  present  themselves 
while  noticing  the  present  one),  all  the  fine  things 
which  Colomi^  and  Eemannus  have  said  about  the 
rarity  of  La  Croix  du  Maine's  Bibliotheque,  published 
in  1584,  are  now  unnecessary  to  be  attended  to,  since 
the  ample  and  excellent  edition  of  this  work  by  De 
La  MoLoye  «.d  Juvigny,  in  ai.  quarto  voll«a. 
1772,  has  appeared.  Nor  will  any  one  be  tempted  to 
hunt  for  Gesner's  Bibliotheca  of  1545-8,  whatever 
may  be  its  rarity,  who  has  attended  to  Morhof  s  and 
Vogt's  recommendation  of  the  last  and  best  edition 
of  1583. 

VIL  True  Editions.  Some  copies  of  a  work  are 
struck  off  with  deviations  from  the  usually  received 
ones,  and,  though  these  deviations  have  neither  sense 
nor  beauty  to  recommend  them,  [and  indeed  are  prin- 
cipally defects]  yet  copies  of  this  description  are 
eagerly  sought  after  by  collectors  of  a  certain  class! 
This  particidar  pursuit  may  therefore  be  called  another, 
or  the  seventh,  sjonptom  of  the  Bibliomania.  The  note 
below  (64)  will  furnish  the  reader  with  a  few  anecdotes 
relating  to  it. 

(64)    Ccuar.    Lug.  Bat  1636, 12mo.    Printed  by  EUsmr. 

In  the  Bibliotheca  Revickzldaiia  we  are  infonned  that  the  tnu 
Elzevir  edition  is  known  by  having  the  plate  of  a  Buffido's  head  at 
the  beginning  of  the  preface,  and  body  of  the  work :  also  by  having 
the  page  numbered  153,  which  ought  to  have  been  numbered  148; 
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VIII.  Books  printed  in  the  Black  Letter.  Of  all 
symptoms  of  the  6ibliomania,this  eighth  symptom  (and 
the  last  which  I  shall  notice)  ia  at  present  the  most 
powerful  aad  prevailing.  Whether  it  was  not  imported 
into  this  country  firom  Holland,  by  the  subtlety  of 
Schelhom  (65)  (a  knowing  writer  upon  rare  and 
curious  books)  may  be  shrewdly  suspected.  Whatever 
be  its  origin,  certain  it  is,  my  dear  Sir,  that  ^books 
printed  in  the  black  letter  are  now  coveted  with  an 
eagerness  unknown  to  our  collectors  in  the  last 
century.  If  the'  spirits  of  West,  Ratcliffe,  Farmer  and 
Brand,  have  as  yet  held  any  intercourse  with  each 
other,  in  that  place  '  firom  whose  bourne  no  traveUer 
returns,'  what  must  be  the  surprise  of  the  three  former, 

A  farther  account   is   given   in   my   Introduction  to  the  Cflasdcs, 
vol  L,  228. 

Horace :  Londini,  1733,  Svo.,  2  vols.    Published  by  Pine. 

The  true  edition  is  distinguished  by  having  at  page  108,  vol  ii, 
the  incorrect  reading  *  Post  Est* — for  *  Potest.* 

VvrgiL  Lug.  bat  1636, 12mo.    Printed  by  Elzevir. 

The  true  edition  is  known  by  having  at  plate  1,  before  the  Bucolics, 
the  following  Latin  passage  printed  in  red  ink,  "  Ego  vero  frequentea 
a  te  Htteras  accipi" — Consult  De  Sure,  No.  2684. 

Idem,    Birmingh.  1763,  4to.    Printed  by  Baskerville. 

A  particular  account  of  the  true  edition  will  be  found  in  the  second 
volume  of  my  *  Introduction  to  the  Classics '  p.  637 — too  long  to  be 
here  inserted. 

Boeeaccio,    n  Decamerone,  Yenet  1627,  4to. 

Consult  De  Bure,  No.  3667  :  Bandini,  voL  iL,  5S4 :  (who  however 
is  extremely  laconic  upon  this  edition,  but  copious  upon  the  anterior 
one  of  1616)  and  Haym.,  voL  iii.,  p.  8,  edit.  1803.  BibL  Paris. 
No.  408.  Clement  (vol.  iv.,  362,)  has  abundance  of  references,  as 
usual,  to  strengthen  his  assertion  in  calling  the  edition  'fort  rare.' 
The  reprint  or  spurious  edition  has  always  struck  me  as  the  prettier 
book  of  the  twa 

(66)  His  words  are  as  follow :  ''  Ipsa  typorum  ruditas,  ipsa  ilia 
atra  crassaque  Hterarum  facies  heUe  tcmgii  ientue.  So,"  Was  ever  the 
black  letter  more  eloquently  described  ?  See  his  AmcBnitates  Literarice, 
vol.  L,  p.  5. 
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on  being  told  by  the  latter,  of  the  prices  given 
for  some  of  the  books  in  his  library,  as  mentioned 
below !  ?  (66) 

A  perusal  of  these  articles  may  probably  not 
impress  the  reader  with  any  lofty  notions  of  the 
superiority  of  the  black  letter ;  but  this  symptom  of 
the  Bibliomania  is,  nevertheless,  not  to  be  considered  as 
incurable,  or  wholly  unproductive  of  good.  Under  a 
proper  spirit  of  modification  it  has  done,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  do,  essential  service  to  the  cause  of  English 
Uterature.  It  guided  the  taste,  and  strengthened  the 
judgment,  of  Tyrwhitt  in  his  researches  after  Chauce- 
rian  lore.  It  stimulated  the  studies  of  Farmer  and  of 
Steevens,  and  enabled  them  to  twine  many  a  beauteous 
flower  round  the  brow  of  their  beloved  Shakespeare. 
It  has  since  operated,  to  the  same  effect,  in  the  labours 
of  Mr.  Douce,  (67)  the    Porson  of  old  English  and 

£  $.    d. 

(66)  282.    A  Boke  of  Fishing  with  Hooke  and  Line,  A 

fioke  of  Engines  and  Traps  to  take  Polcats, 
BozzardSy  Rats,  Mice,  and  aU  other  Kinds  of 
Vermineand  Beasts  whatsoever,  with  cuts, 
very  rare,  1600  3    3    0 

454.  A  Quip  for  an  upstart  Courtier ;  or,  a  quaint 
Dispu^  between  Velvet  Breeches  and  Cloth 
Breeches,  &c  1620  2  16    0 

475.  A  Checke,  or  Reproof  of  Mr.  Howlef  s  untimely 
screeching  in  her  Majesty's  Ear.  Black  Utter. 
1581.  0  IS    0 

As  a  striking  conckuior^  I  subjoin  the  following. 
6479.  Pappe  with  an  Hatchett,  aUaSf  a  Fig  for  my 
Godsonne,  or  crake  me  this  Nutt,  or,  a  Coun- 
trie  Cuffe,  that  is  a  sound  Box  of  the  Eare 
for  the  Idiot  Martin,  to  hold  his  Peace: 
seeing  thePatch  will  take  no  warning ;  written 
by  one  that  dares  call  a  Dog  a  Dog.  Bare, 
Printed  by  Anoke  and  Astile.  18    0 

(67)  In  the  criticisms  on  Mr.  Douce's  lUwtraHom  of  Shakgpitwm 
wid  Ancient  Manners^  it  has  not,  I  think,  been  generally  noticed  tiiat 
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French  literature ;  and  in  the  editions  of  Milton  and 
Spenser,  by  my  amiable  and  excellent  fiiend  Mr.  Todd 
the  public  have  had  a  specimen  of  what  the  Black 
Letter  may  perform,  when  temperately  and  skilfully 
exercised. 

I  could  bring  to  your  recollection  other  instances ; 
but  your  own  copious  reading  and  exact  memory  will 
better  furnish  you  with  them.  Let  me  not  however 
omit  remarking  that  the  beautiful  pages  of  the  Min- 
strelsy of  the  Scottish  Border^  and  Sir  Trestrem^  ex- 
hibit, in  the  notes  [now  and  then  thickly  studded  with 
black  letter  references],  a  proof  that  the  author  of  **  The 
Lay"  and  "Marmiou"  has  not  disdained  to  enrich  his 
stores  of  information  by  such  intelligence  as  black  let- 
tered books  impart.  In  short,  though  this  be  also  a 
strong  aud  general  symptom  of  the  BibUomania,  it  is 
certainly  not  attended  with  injurious  effects  when 
regulated  by  prudence  and  discretion.  An  undis- 
tinguishable  voracious  appetite,  to  swallow  every  thing 
printed  in  the  black  letter  can  only  bring  on  incon- 
querable  disease,  if  not  death,  to  the  patient  I 

Having  in  the  two  preceding  divisions  of  this  letter 

tiuB  work  is  distmgnished ;  1.  For  the  singular  diffidence  and  urbanity 
of  criticism,  as  well  as  depth  of  learning,  which  it  evinces :  2.  For 
the  happy  illustrations,  by  means  of  wood  cuts :  Let  any  one,  for 
instance,  read  a  laboured  disquisition  on  the  punishment  of  ''the 
boots" — and  only  glance  his  eye  on  the  plate  representing  it  [voL  i. 
p.  34.] :  from  which  will  he  obtain  the  clearer  notions  ?  3.  For  the 
taste,  elegance,  and  general  correctness  with  which  it  is  printed.  The 
only  omission  I  regret  is  that  Mr.  Douce  did  not  give  us,  at  the  end, 
a  list  of  the  works  alphabetically  arranged,  with  their  dates  which  he 
consulted  in  the  formation  of  his  own.  Such  a  Bibliothsca 
Shakspsariana  might,  however,  have  been  only  a  fresh  stimulus 
to  the  increase  of  the  black-letter  symptom  of  the  BtbKamanicL  How 
BartholomsBus  and  Batman  have  risen  in  price  since  the  publication 
of  Mr.  Donee's  work,  let  those  who  have  lately  smarted  for  the 
increase  tell ! 
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discoursed  somewhat  largely  upon  the  History  and 
Symptoms  of  the  Bibliomania,  it  now  remains,  accord- 
ing to  the  original  plan,  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the 
Probable  Means  op  its  Cure.  And,  indeed,  I  am 
driven  to  this  view  of  the  subject  from  every  laudable 
motive ;  for  it  would  be  highly  censurable  to  leave  any 
reflecting  mind  impressed  with  melancholy  '  emotions 
concerning  the  misery  and  mortality  that  have  been  oc- 
casioned by  the  abuse  of  those  pursuits,  to  which  the 
most  soothing  and  important  considerations  ought  to 
be  attached.  Far  from  me,  and  my  friends,  be  such 
a  cruel,  if  not  criminal,  conduct;  let  us  then,  my  dear 
Sir,  seriously  discourse  upon  the 

III.  Probable  Means  op  the  cjure  of  the  Bib- 
liomania.    He  will  surely  be  numbered  among  the  phi- 
lanthropists of  his  day  who  has,  more  successfully  than 
myself,  traced  and  described  the  ravages  of  this  disease, 
and  fortified  the  suflferer  with  the  means  of  its  cure. 
But,  as  this  is  a  disorder  of  quite  a  recent  date,  and  as 
its  characteristics,  in  consequence,  cannot  be  yet  fully 
known  or  described,  great  candour  must  be  allowed  to 
that  phy^gician  who  offers  a  prescription  for  so  obscure 
and  complicated  a  case.     It  is  in  vain  that  you  search 
the  works  [ay,  even  the  best  editions]  of  Hippocrates 
and  Galen  for  a  description  of  this  malady ;  nor  will 
you  find  it  hinted  at  in  the  more  philosophical  treatises 
of  Sydenham   and  Heberden.     It  had,  till  the  medi- 
cal skill  of  Dr.  Ferriar  first  noticed   it  to  the  public, 
escaped    the  observations   of    aU    our    pathologists. 
With  a  trembling  hand,  and  fearful    apprehension, 
therefore,  I  throw  out  the  following  suggestions  for  the 
cure,  or  mitigation,  of  this  disorder : 

In  the^r^  "place^  the  disease  of  the  Bibliomania  is 
materially  softened,  or  rendered  mild,  by  directing  our 
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studies  to  useful  and  prqfUahle  works — whether  these  be 
printed  upon  small  or  large  paper,  in  the  gothic,  roman, 
or  italic  type ;  To  consider  purely  the  intrinsic  excel- 
lence, and  not  the  exterior  splendour,  or  adventitious 
value,  of  any  production,  will  keep  us  perhaps  wholly 
firee  from  this  disease.  Let  the  midnight  lamp  be 
burnt  to  illuminate  the  stores  of  antiquity — ^whether 
they  be  romances,  or  chronicles,  or  legends,  aud  whether 
they  be  printed  by  Aldus  or  by  Caxton — if  a  brighter 
lustre  can  thence  be  thrown  upon  the  pages  of  modem 
learning!  To  trace  genius  to  its  source,  or  to  see  how 
she  has  been  influenced  or  modified,  by  "  the  lore  of 
past  times''  is  both  a  pleasing  and  profitable  pursuit. 
To  see  how  Shakspeare  has  here  and  there  plucked  a 
flower,  from  some  old  ballad  or  popular  tale,  to  enrich 
his  own  unpfirishable  garland — to  follow   Spenser  and 

of  Italian  literature — are  studies  which  stamp  a  dignity 
upon  our  intellectual  characters !  But,  in  such  a  pursuit 
let  us  not  overlook  the  wisdom  of  modem  times,  nor 
fancy  that  what  is  only  ancient  can  be  excellent  We 
must  rememberthat  Bacon,  Boyle,  Locke,  Taylor,  Chil- 
lingwoith,  Robertson,  Hume,  Gibbon,  and  Paley,  are 
names  which  always  command  attention  from  the  wise, 
and  remind  us  of  the  improved  state  of  reason  and  ac- 
quired  knowledge  during  the  two  laat  centuriea 

In  tibe  second  places  the  re-printing  of  scarce  and  in- 
trinsically valuable  works  is  another  means  of  prevent- 
ing the  propagation  of  this  disorder.  Amidst  all  our 
present  suflerings  under  the  Bibliomania,  it  is  some 
consolation  to  find  discerning  and  spirited  booksellers 
re-publishing  the  valuable  Chronicles  of  Froissart,  Ho- 
Unshed,  and  Hall,  (68)  and  the  collections  known  by  the 

(68)    The  re-publication  of  these  chronicles  is  to  be  foUowed  by 
those    of    Grafton    and    Fabian.      Meanwhile,    Hakluyt's   Voyages, 
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names  of  *'  The  Haxleian  Miscellany/'  and  "  Lord 
Somer's  Tracts.*'  These  are  noble  efforts,  and  richly 
deserve  the  public  patronage. 

In  the  third  place,  the  editing  of  our  best  ancient 
authors,  whether  in  prose  or  poetry,  (69)  is  another 
means  of  effectually  counteracting  the  progress  of  the 
Bibliomania,  as  it  has  been  described  under  its  several 
symptoms. 

In  the  fourth  place,  the  erectingof  Public  Institutions 
(79)  is  a  very  powerful  antidote  against  the  prevalence 
of  several  symptoms  of  this  disease. 

In  the  fifth  place,  the  encouragement  of  the  study 
of  Bibliography,   (71)   in    its  legitimate  sense,  and 

(projected  by  Mr.  Evans),  and  Fuller's  Worthies  (by  Messrs.  Long- 
man, and  Co.)  will  form  admirable  acquisitions  to  these  treasures 
of  past  times. 

(69)  The  recent  Variorum  editions  of  Shakspeare,  of  which  some  yet 
prefer  that  of  Steevens,  1793,  15  vols.  Svo. — Mr.  Todd's  editions  of 
Milton  and  Spenser ;  Mr.  G.  Chalmers'  edition  of  Sir  David  Lyndsay's 
works  ;  Mr.  GifTord's  edition  of  Massinger ;  and  Mr.  Octavius  Gil- 
christ's, of  Bishop  Corbett's  poems,  exemplify  the  good  effects  of  this 
third  mecms  of  cure, 

(70)  The  Royal,  London,  Surrey,  and  Russel  Listitutions  have  beea 
the  means  of  concentrating,  in  divers  parts  of  the  metropolis,  large 
libraries  of  tuefiU  books ;  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  eventoaUy 
suppress  the  establishment  of  what  are  called  Circulating  Librar%€$ — 
vehicles,  too  often,  of  insufferable  nonsense,  and  Irremediable  mischief  1 

(71)  Unne  bonne  Bibliooraphie,  says  Marchand,  soit  gdn^rale 
soit  particuli^re,  soit  profane,  soit  ^ccl^siastique,  soit  nationale,  provin* 
ciale,  ou  locale,  soit  simplenient  personnelle,  en  un  mot  de  quelqne 
autre  genre  que  ce  puisse  Stre,  n'est  pas  un  •  ouvrage  aussi  facile  que 
beaucoup  de  gens  se  le  pourroient  imaginer;  mais,  elles  ne  doivent 
n^anmoims  nulelment  pr^renir  contre  celle-cL  Telle  qu'elle  est^  eUe  ne 
laisse  pas  d'etre  bonne,  utile,  et  digne  d*  tre  recherch^e  par  les  amateam^ 
de  THistoire  Litt^raire."    Diction,  Hiitorique,  voL  L  p.  109. 

"  Our  nation,"  says  Mr.  Bridgman,  *'  has  been  too  inattentive  to  biUio* 
graphical  criticisms  and  enquiries  ;  for  generally  the  English  reader  is 
obliged  to  resort  to  foreign  writers  to  satisfy  his  mind  as  to  the  value  of 
authors.  It  behoves  us  to  consider  that  there  is  not  a  more  useful  or  a 
more  desirable  branch  of  education  than  a  knowledge  of  hookt ;  which 
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towards  its  true  object,  may  be  numbered  among  the 
most  efficacious  cures  for  this  destructive  malady.  To 
place  competent  Librarians  over  the  several  depart- 
ments of  a  large  public  Library,  or  to  submit  a  library, 
on  a  more  confined  scale,  to  one  diligent,  enthusiastic, 
well  informed, well  bred, Bibliographer  (72)or  Librarian, 
[of  which  in  this  metropolis  we  have  so  many  examples] 
is  doing  a  vast  deal  towards  directing  the  channels  of 
literature  to  flow  in  their  proper  courses. 

Thus  briefly  and  guardedly  have  I  thrown  out  a  few 
suggestions,  which  may  enable  us  to  avoid,  or  mitigate 
the  severity  of,  the  disease  called  The  Bibliomania. 
Happy  indeed  shall  I  deem  myself,  if,  in  the  description 
of  its  symptoms,  and  in  the  recommendation  of  the 
means  of  cu^e,  I  may  have  snatched  any  one .  from  a 
premature  grave,  or  lightened  the  load  of  years  that 
are  yet  to  cone ! 

being  correctly  ascertained  and  judiciously  exercised,  will  prove  the 
touch-stone  of  intrinsic  merit,  and  have  the  effect  of  saving  many 
spotless  pages  from  prostitution.^    Legal  Bihliograiphyy  p.  v.  vi 

(72)  Peignot,  in  his  DiUionnairt  de  Btbliologie,  voL  i  60,  has  given 
a  very  pompous  account  of  what  ought  to.be  the  talents  and  duties 
of  a  Bibliographer.  It  would  be  difficult  indeed  to  find  such  things 
united  in  one  person !  De  Bure,  in  the  eighth  volume  of  his  Bib- 
Uographie  Instructwe,  has  prefixed  a  ^*  Discourse  upon  the  Science  of 
Bibliography  and  the  duties  of  a  Bibliographer^'  which  is  worth  con- 
salting  :  but  I  know  of  nothing  which  better  describes,  in  few  -words, 
such  a  character,  than  the  foUo¥dng  : ''  In  eo  sit  multijuga  materiarum 
librorumque  notitia,  ut  saltern  potiores  eligat  et  inquirat:  fida  et 
sedulaapud  exteras  gentes  procuratio,  ut  eos  arcessat;  summa  pati- 
entia  ut  rar^  venalis  expectet :  peculium  semper  prsdsens  et  paratum, 
ne,  si  quando  occurrunt,  emendi  occasio  intercidat ;  prudens  denique 
auri  aigentique  contemptus,  ut  pecuniis  sponte  careat  qusB  in  bibliothe- 
cam  formandam  et  nutriendam  simt  insumendea.  Si  fort^  vir  litera- 
tos  eo  felicitatis  pervenit  ut  talem  thesaurum  coaceraverit,  nee  solus 
illo  invidios  fruatur,  sed  usum  cum  eruditis  qui  vigilias  suas  utilitati 
pubUcsB  devovemnt,  liberaliter  communicet ;  ^c" — Bibliotheea  Hul- 
nana,  voL  L  Pnefat  p.  3,  4. 
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You,  my  dear  Sir,  who,  in  your  observations  upon 
society,  as  well  as  in  your  knowledge  of  ancient  times, 
must  have  met  with  numerous  instances  of  the  miseries 
which  "  flesh  is  heir  to,"  may  be  disposed  perhaps  to 
confess  that,  of  all  species  of  afflictions,  the  present  one 
under  consideration  has  the  least  moral  turpitude  at- 
tached to  it  True,  it  may  be  so  :  for,  in  the  examples 
which  have  been  adduced,  there  will  be  found  neither 
Suicides,  nor  Gamesters,  nor  Profligates.  No  woman's 
heart  has  been  broken  from  midnight  debaucheries : 
no  marriage  vow  has  been  violated  :  no  child  has  been 
compelled  to  pine  in  poverty  or  neglect :  no  patrimony 
has  been  wasted,  and  no  ancestor's  fame  tarnished  I  If 
men  have  erred  under  the  influence  of  this  disease, 
their  aberrations  have  been  marked  with  an  excess 
arising  from  intellectual  fevour,  and  not  from  a  desire 
of  baser  gratifications. 

If,  therefore,  in  the  wide  survey  which  a  philosopher 
may  take  of  the "  Miseries  of  Himian  life"  (73)  the 
prevalence  of  this  disorder  may  appear  to  be  less  mis- 
chievous than  that  of  others,  and,  if  some  of  the  most 
amiable  and  learned  of  mortals  seemed  to  have  been 
both  unwilling,  as  well  as  unable,  to  avoid  its  contagion, 
you  will  probably  feel  the  less  alarmed  if  s3nnptoms  of 
it  should  appear  within  the  sequestered  abode  of  Hod- 
net  I  (74)  Recollecting  that  even  in  remoter  situations 
its  influence  has  been  felt — and  that  neither  the  pure 
atmosphere  of  Hafod  nor  of  Sledmere  (75)  has  com- 

(73)  In  the  ingenious  and  witty  work  so  entitled,  I  do  not  recollect 
whether  the  disappointment  arising  from  a  cropt  or  a  dirty  copy  has 
been  classed  among  '^  The  Miteries  of  Human  lAfe," 

(74)  Hodnet  Hall,  Shropshire.  The  country  residence  of  Mr. 
Heber. 

(75)  Hafod,  South  Wales,  the  seat  of  Thos.  Johkes,  Esq.,  M.P., 
the  translator  of  the  Chronicles  of  Froissart  and  Monstreleti  and  of  the 
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pletely  subdued  its  power — ^you  will  be  disposed  to 
exclaim  with  violence,  at  the  intrusion  of  Biblio- 
maniacs  

What  walls  can  guard  me,  or  what  ahades  can  hide? 
They  pierce  my  thickets,  through  my  grot  they  glide  ! 
By  land,  by  water,  they  renew  the  charge, 
They  stop  the  chariot,  and  they  board  the  barge.  (76) 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  attending  closely  to  the 
symptoms  of  this  disorder  as  they  have  been  described, 
and  practising  such  means  of  cure  as  have  been  recom- 
mended, we  may  rationally  hope  that  its  virulence  may 
abate,  and  the  number  of  its  victims  annually  diminish. 
But  if  the  more  discerning  part  of  the  community  an- 
ticipate a  diflferentresult,  and  the  preceding  observations 
appear  to  have  presented  but  a  narrow  and  partial  view 
of  the  mischiefs  of  the  Bibliomania,  my  only  conso- 
lation is  that  to  advance  something  upon  the  subject  is 
better  than  to  preserve  a  sullen  and  invincible  silence. 
Let  it  be  the  task  of  more  experienced  bibliographers  to 
correct  and  amplify  the  foregoing  outline  I 

Believe  me.  My  dear  Sir, 

Very  sincerely  Yours,  &c. 

Thomas  Frognall  Dibbin. 

Kensington,  May  16,  1809. 

Travels  of  De  Broqniere  and  JoinviUe.  The  conflagration  of  part  of 
his  mansion  and  library,  two  years  ago,  which  excited  such  a  general 
sympathy,  would  have  damped  any  ardour  of  collection  but  that  of  Mr. 
Johnes — ^his  Library  has  arisen,  Phcenix-like,  from  the  flames  ! 

Sledmenf  in  Yorkshire,  the  seat  of  Sib  Mark  Masterman  Sykes, 
Bart,  M.P.  The  library  of  this  amiable  and  tasteful  Baronet  reflects 
distinguished  credit  upon  him.    It  is  at  once  copious  and  choice. 

(76)  Pope's  *«  Prologue  to  the  Satires/*  v.  7—10. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

On  re-considering  what  has  been  written,  it  has 
struck  me  that  a  Synopsis  of  this  disease,  after  the 
manner  of  Burton,  as  prefixed  to  his  Anatomy  of 
Melancholy^  may  be  useful  to  some  future  pathologist. 
The  reader  is,  accordingly,  presented  with  the  follow- 
ing one  : 
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15  T  was  on  a  fine  autumnal 
evening,  when  the  auu 
wa-s  setting  serenely  be- 
hind a  thick  copse  ujioii 
a  distant  bill,  and  his 
warm  tints  were  light- 
ing' up  a  magnificent 
and  widely  -  extended 
landscape,  that,  saun- 
[■^rin;;  'midst  the  tielda,  I  was  meditating  upon 
ilji-  Vitrioiis  methods  of  honourably  filling  up  the 
measure  of"  our  existence;  when  I  disi^overed,  to- 
wards my  left,  a  messenger  runainff  at  full  speed 
towards  me.  The  abruptness  of  his  ai>pear<incc, 
and  the  velocity  of  his  step,  somewhat  discon- 
certed me ;  but  on  his  near  approach  my  appre- 
hensions were  dissipated. 

IJ2 
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I  knew  him  to  be  the  servant  of  my  old  colleg'e 
friend^  whom  I  chuse  here  to  denominate  Lysander. 
He  came  to  inform  mc^  in  his  blunt  and  honest  man- 
ner, that  his  master  had  just  arrived  with  Philemon^ 
our  common  friend ;  and  that,  as  they  were  too  fa- 
tigued with  their  journey  to  come  out  to  me,  they 
beg^ged  I  would  quickly  enter  the  house,  and,  as  usual^ 
make  them  welcome.  This  intelligence  afforded  me 
the  liveliest  satisfaction.  In  fifteen  minutes,  after  a 
hearty  shaking  of  hands,  I  was  seated  with  them  in 
the  parlour;  aU  of  us  admiring  the  unusual  splendour 
of  the  evening  sky,  and,  in  consequence,  partaking  of 
the  common  topics  of  conversation  mth  a  greater  flow 
of  spirits. 

"  You  are  come,  my  friends,"  said  I  (in  the  course  of 
conversation),  "to  make  some  stay  with  me — indeed,  I 
cannot  suffer  you  to  depart  without  keeping,  you  at  least 
a  week;  in  order,  amongst  other  things,  to  view  the 
beauty  of  our  neighbour  Lorenzo's  grounds,  the  general 
splendour  of  his  house,  and  the  magnificence  of  his 
Library."  "  In  regard  to  grounds  and  furniture,"  replied 
Lysander,  "  there  is  very  little  in  the  most  beautiftd  and 
costly  which  can  long  excite  my  attention — but  the 
Library — "  "Here,"  exclaimed  Philemon,  "here  you 
have  him  in  the  toils."  "  I  will  frankly  confess,"  rejoined 
Lysander,  "that  I  am  an  arrant  Bibliomaniac — ^that  I 
love  books  dearly — that  the  very  sight,  touch,  and,  more, 
the  perusal — "  "  Hold,  my  friend,"  again  exclaimed 
Philemon,  "  you  have  renounced  your  profession — you 
talk  of  reading  books — do  Bibliomaniacs  ever  read 
books?"  "Nay,"  quoth  Lysander,  "you  shall  not 
banter  thus  with  impunity.  We  will,  if  it  please  you,'* 
said  he,  turning  round  to  me,  "make  our  abode  with 
you  for  a  few  days — and,  after  seeing  the  library  of 
your  neighbour,  I  will  throw  down  the  gauntlet  to 
Philemon,  challenging  him  to  answer  certain  questions 
which  you  may  put  to  us,  respecting  the  number,  rarity, 
beauty,  or  utility  of  tliose  works  which  relate  to  the 
literature  and  antiquities  of  our  own  country.    We  ahaU 
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then  see  who  is  able  to  return  the  readiest  answer." 
"Forgive/*  rejoined  Philemon,  "my  bantering  strain. 
I  revoke  my  speech.  You  know  that,  with  yourself,  I 
heartily  love  books ;  more  from  their  contents  than  their 
appearance."  Lysander  returned  a  gracious  smile;  and 
the  hectic  of  irritability  on  his  cheek  was  dissipated 
in  an  instant. 

The  approach  of  evening  made  us  think  of  settling 
our  plans.  My  friends  begged  their  horses  might  be 
turned  into  the  field ;  and  that,  while  they  stayed  with 
me,  the  most  simple  fare  and  the  plainest  accommo- 
dation might  be  their  lot.  They  knew  how  little  able 
I  was  to  treat  them  as  they  were  wont  to  be  treated; 
and,  therefore,  taking  "  the  will  for  the  deed,"  they 
resolved  to  be  as  happy  as  an  humble  roof  could  make 
them. 

While  the  cloth  was  laying  for  supper  (for  I  should 
add  that  we  dine  at  three  and  sup  at  nine),  we  took  a 
stroll  in  my  small  garden,  which  has  a  mound  at  the 
bottom,  shaded  with  lilacs  and  laburnums,  that  over- 
looks a  pretty  range  of  meadows,  terminated  by  the 
village  church.  The  moon  had  now  gained  a  consider- 
able ascendancy  in  the  sky;  and  the  silvery  paleness 
and  profound  quiet  of  the  surrounding  landscape,  which, 
but  an  hour  ago,  had  been  enlivened  by  the  sun's  last 
rayi^,  seemed  to  affect  the  minds  of  us  all  very  sensibly. 
Lysander^  in  particular,  began  to  express  the  sentiments 
which  such  a  scene  excited  in  him. — "Yonder,"  says 
he,  pointing  to  the  church-yard,  "is  the  bourne  which 
terminates  our  earthly  labours;  and  I  marvel  much 
how  mortals  can  spend  their  time  in  cavilling  at  each 
other — in  murdering,  with  their  pens  as  well  as  their 
swords,  all  that  is  excellent  and  admirable  in  human 
nature — ^instead  of  curbing  their  passions,  elevating 
their  hopes,  and  tranquillizing  their  fears.  Every  even- 
ing, for  at  least  one-third  of  the  year,  heaven  has  fixed 
in  the  sky  yonder  visible  monitor  to  man.  Calmness  and 
splendour  are  her  attendants  :  no  dark  passions,  no  cark- 
ing  cares,  neither  spleen  nor  jealousy,  s^m  to  dwell  in 
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that  bright  orb^  where,  as  has  been  fondly  imagined, 
"the  wretched  may  have  rest." — "And  here,"  replied 
Philemon,  "we  do  nothing  but  fret  and  fume  if  our 
fancied  merits  are  not  instantly  rewarded,  or  if  another 
wear  a  sprig  of  laurel  more  verdant  than  ourselves ;  I 
cx)uld  mention,  within  my  own  recollection,  a  hundred 
instances  of  this  degrading  prostitution  of  talent — aye, 
a  thousand/' — "  Gently  reprimand  your  fellow  crea- 
tures," resumed  Lysander,  "lest  you  commit  an  error 
as  great  as  any  of  those  which  you  condemn  in  others. 
The  most  difficult  of  human  tasks  seems  to  be  the  ex- 
ercise of  forbearance  and  temperance.  By  exasperat- 
hig^  you  only  rekindle,  and  not  extinguish,  the  evil 
sparks  in  our  dispositions.  A  man  will  bear  being 
told  he  is  in  the  wrong;  but  you  must  tell  him  so 
gently  and  mildly.  Animosity,  petulance,  and  perse- 
cution, are  the  plagues  which  destroy  our  better  parts." 
— "And  envy,"  replied  Philemon,  "has  surely  enough 
to  do." — "  Yes,"  said  Lysander,  "  we  might  enumerate, 
as  you  were  about  to  do,  many  instances — ^and  (what 
you  were  not  about  to  do)  pity  while  we  enumerate ! 
I  think,"  continued  he,  addressing  himself  pardcu- 
larly  to  me,  "you  informed  me  that  the  husband  of 
poor  Lavinia  lies  buried  in  yonder  church-yard;  and 
perhaps  the  very  tomb  which  now  glistens  by  the 
moonbeam  is  the  one  which  consecrates  his  memory! 
That  man  was  passionately  addicted  to  literature; — 
he  had  a  strong  mmd ;  a  wonderful  grasp  of  in^i- 
lect ;  but  his  love  of  paradox  and  hypothesis  quite 
ruined  his  faculties.  Nicas  happened  to  discover  some 
glaring  errors  in  his  last  treatise,  and  the  poor  man  grew 
sick  at  heart  in  consequence.  Nothing  short  of  tit/o/- 
UbiUty  and  invincibility  satisfied  him;  and,  like  the 
Spaniard  in  the  ^  Diable  Boiteux,'  who  went  mad  because 
five  of  his  countrymen  had  been  beaten  by  fifty  Porta-! 
gese,  this  unhappy  creature  lost  all  patience  and  forbear* 
ance,  because,  in  an  hundred  systems  which  he  had  built 
with  the  cards  of  fancy,  ninety-nine  happened  to  tumble 
to  the  ground. 
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''This  is  the  dangerous  consequence,  not  so  much  of 
ranity  and  self-love  as  of  downright  literary  Quixotism. 
A  man  may  be  cured  of  vanity  as  the  French  nobleman 
was — '  Ecoutez  messieurs !  Monseigneur  le  Due  va  dire  la 
meillure  chose  du  monde  !'*  but  for  this  raving,  ungovern- 
able passion  of  soaring  beyond  all  human  comprehension, 
I  fear  there  is  no  cure  but  in  such  a  place  as  the  one 
which  is  now  before  us.  CSompared  with  this,  how  dif- 
ferent was  Menandbr's  case !    Careless  himself    about 

N 

examining  and  quoting  authorities  with  punctilious  ac- 
curacy, and  trusting  too  frequently  to  the  ipse-dHxits  of 
good  friends: — ^with  a  quick  discernment — a  sparkling 
fancy — great  store  of  classical  knowledge,  and  a  never 
ceasing  play  of  colloquial  wit,  he  moved  right  onwards 
in  his  manly  course — the  delight  of  the  gay,  and  the 
admiration  of  the  learned !  He ,  wrote  much  and  vari- 
ously :  but  in  an  evil  hour  the  demon  Malice  caught 
him  abroad — ^watched  his  deviations — noted  down  his 
failings — and,  discovering  his  vulnerable  part,  he  did 
not  fail,  like  another  Paris,  to  profit  by  the  discovery. 
Menander  became  the  victim  of  over-refined  sensibility : 
he  need  not  have  feared  the  demon,  as  no  good  man 
need  fear  Satan.  His  pen  ceased  to  convey  his  senti- 
ments ;  he  sickened  at  heart ;  and  after  his  body  had 
been  covered  by  the  green  grass  turf,  the  gentle  elves 
of  fairy-land  took  care  to  weave  a  chaplet  to  hang 
upon  his  tomb,  which  was  never  to  know  decay!  Sy- 
CORAX  was  this  demon;  and  a  cunning  and  clever- 
demon  was  he !" 

''  I  am  at  a  loss,"  said  Philemon,  ''  to  comprehend 
exactly  what  you  mean?" — "I  will  cease  speaking  me- 
taphorically," replied  Lysander ;  ''  but  Sycorax  was  a 
man  of  ability  in  his  way.  He  taught  literary  men,  in 
some  measure,  the  value  of  carefiil  research  and  faith- 
fhl  quotation;  in  other  words,  he  taught  them  to 
speak  the  truth  as  they  found  her;  and,  doubtless,  for 
this  he  merits  not  the  name  of  a  demon,   unless   you 

*  Thii  is  the  substance  of  the  aiory  related  in  Darwin's  Zo<momia  :  toI.  iv.  p.  81. 


8  THE  EVEXIXG  WALK. 

allow  me  the  privfledge  of  a  Grecian.*  That  Sycorax 
loved  tmth  must  be  admined ;  but  that  he  loved  no 
one  so  much  as  himself  to  speak  the  troth  must  also 
be  admitted.  Nor  had  he,  after  all,  any  grand  no- 
tions of  the  goddess.  She  was,  in  his  sight,  rather  of 
diminutive  than  srisrantic  firrowth ;  rather  of  a  tame 
than  a  towering  mien;  dressed  out  in  little  trinkets, 
and  formally  arrayed  in  the  faded  point-lace  and  ele- 
vated toupee  of  the  ancient  English  school,  and  not  in 
the  Soiling  and  graceful  robes  of  Grecian  simplicity. 
But  his  malice  and  ill  -  nature  were  firightftil ;  and 
withal  his  love  of  scurrility  and  abuse  quite  intoler- 
able. He  mistook,  in  too  many  instances,  the  manner 
for  the  matter:  the  shadow  for  the  substance.  He 
passed  his  critici^nns,  and  dealt  out  his  invectives, 
with  so  linle  ceremony,  and  so  much  venom,  that  he 
seemed  bom  with  a  scalping  knite  in  his  hand  to 
commit  murder  as  long  as  he  lived !  To  him,  censure 
was  sweeter  than  praise ;  and  the  more  elevated  the 
rank,  and  respectable  the  chtiracter  of  his  antagonist, 
the  more  dexterously  he  aimed  his  blows,  and  the 
more  frequently  he  renewed  his  attacks.  In  conse- 
quence, scarcely  one  beautiful  period,  one  passionate 
sentiment  of  the  higher  order,  one  ele^-ated  thought, 
or  philosophical  deduction,  marked  his  numerous 
writinirs.  *No  g;irden-tlower  grew  wild*  in  the  narrow 
field  of  his  imagination;  and.  although  the  words 
decency  and  chastity  were  continually  dropping  from 
his  lips,  I  suspect  that  the  reverse  of  these  qualities 
was  aJways  settleil  round  hk  heart.t  Thus  you  see, 
mv   dear   Philemon,"    concluded    Lysander,     "that    the 


*  Without  taming  over  the  pondoroiu  tones  of  Stephen,  Gonstantine,  and  Sc»- 
Itger,  con-snlt  the  seosiMc  ^remarks  upon  the  word  *  Aai/i«#r  *  in  Parkkwrtta  Oretk 
a  Ad  EnQliih  Lrxie^'H  to  thi  SfK  TtJtamtnt^  Sto.  e^iit.  179S.  In  the  Greek  lan- 
jr:aee,  it  u  e<vx^^^y  nppliod  to  an  accomplisIiMi  and  unprincipled  character. 
Hosier  alone  nill  furnish  a  hundrcvl  instances  of  thi.^ 

f  Mark  certain  expremons,  crentle  rv>ader.  which  occur  in  the  notes  to  the  life 
of  R/'iA  Il'/'jd,  prefixed  to  the  Italia  is  which  p>  under  his  name  :  17P5.  2  vols.  Sra, 
—alio  a  Di&Mrtation  on  Romance  and  Minstrolsy  in  the  fint  toI.  of  Aiuietit 
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love  of  paradox^  of  carelessness,  and  of  malice,  are 
equally  destructive  of  that  true  substantial  fame  which, 
as  connected  with  literature,  a  wise  and  an  honest 
man  would  wish  to  establish.  But  come;  the  dews  of 
evening  begin  to  fall  chilly ;  let  us  seek  the  house  of 
our  firiend." 

As  Lysander  concluded  his  discourse,  we  turned, 
abruptly,  but  thoughtfully,  towards  my  cottage ;  and, 
making  the  last  circuit  of  the  gravel  walk,  Philemon 
stopped  to  listen  to  the  song  of  a  passing  rustic,  who 
seemed  to  be  uttering  all  the  joy  which  sometimes 
strongly  seizes  a  simple  heart.  "  I  would  rather,"  ex- 
claimed he,  "  be  this  poor  fellow,  chanting  his  *  native 
wood-notes  wild,'  if  h^  heart  know  not  guilt — than  the 
shrewdest  critic  in  the  universe,  who  could  neither  feel, 
nor  write,  good-naturedly !"  We  smiled  at  this  ejacula- 
tion ;  and  quickly  reached  the  house. 

The  fatigrue  of  travelling  had  sharpened  the  appetites 
of  my  firiends ;  and  at  a  moment  when,  as  the  inimitable 
CJowper  expresses  it, 

our  dra^dng-rooms  begin  to  blaze 
With  lights,  by  clear  reflection  multiplied 
From  many  a  mirror,  in  which  he  of  Qath, 
Gk)liath,  might  have  seen  his  giant  bulk 
Whole,  without  stooping,  towering  crest  and  all, 
Our  pleasures  too  began ; 

Task,  b.  iv. 

but  they  were  something  more  rational  than  those  of 
merely  eating  and  drinking.  "  I  seldom  partake  of  this 
meal,"  observed  Philemon,  "without  thinking  of  the 
ommum-gatherum  bowl,  so  exquisitely  described  by  old 
Isaac  Walton.  We  want  here,  it  is  true,  the  'sweet 
shady  arbour — the  contexture  of  woodbines,  sweet-briar, 
jessamine,  and  myrtle,'*  and  the    time    of  the    evening 

Metrieal  Itomances,  1802,  8  vols.  8vo.  A  very  common  degree  of  shrewdness 
and  of  acquaintance  with  English  literature  will  shew  that,  in  Menander  and 
Sycorax,  are  described  honest  ToM  Warton  and  snarling  'mister'  Joseph  Ritsqn  I 

♦  CompleU  Angler,  p.   335.     Bagster's  edit.  1808.     In  a  similar  style  of- de- 
scription are* 'the  faire  grove  and  swete  walkes,  letticed  and  gardened  on  both 


r  .*: 
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pRfTcnts  oar  CBJOTiiie  it  without;  but,  in  liea  of  all 
dikv  we  hmTe  die  sislit  of  books,  of  busts,  and  of  pio- 
tmesL  I  see  there  tlie  ponderous  tolUo  cfanmicles,  the 
genuine  qoaito  lomances*  and,  a  little  aboTe,  a  sflit- 
tering    row    of    diin,    dosehr  -  sqnecxed,    carioasly-gilt. 


Tofannes  of  orisinal  play^  As  we  hare  finished  our 
supper,  kt  ns — "*  ^  Mr  firiendsv"  ohserrcd  I,  "  not  a 
fiurer  opoa  a  book  tOH&ieht — ti>HDB0Row  too  may  ran- 
sack at  Tonr  pkasore.  I  wish  to  parsne  the  oonversa- 
tion  coBUBCDced  bj  LTsaader,  as  we  were  strolling'  in 
ttiegaiden.**  "Agieed.'^  replied  Phikmon, — ^^the  quiet- 
ness of  tlie  hour — the  pn»pecty  howcrer  Gniited,  be- 
ixre  us— (fcr  I  shall  not  fiul  to  fix  mr  eyes  upon  a 
FroisBart  printed  br  Verard.  or  a  portrait  painted  by 
Hoflbenou  while  you  talkV- erery  thiar  conqiiires  to 
render  thb  dkcoiHse  couarcuiiL*^  ^As  tou  have  re- 
minded  me  of  that  pretty  descripCBOu  of  a  repast  in 
Wahon.*^  resumed  Ljnsinder.  "*  I  win  pre&re  tlie  sequel 
tt>  mr  couTeRSftckm  br  drinkzBf  a  chks  to  ¥Our  healths 
— and  50^  masterss.  *  here  k?  a  tuD  cfcfess  to  you*  of  the 
fiquor  belixe  i&Sw**  Lysander  dien  contmued.  "  It  were 
a>  be  wished  that  the  repubtic  or  reacMU  of  Ltteratx'RB 
could  be  desorftMd  m  as  tkTourahle  a  mwner  as  Camden 

the    air«    earth*    and    sky.   of  har   own 
:    I    faur    Mihou^s    cexnfic    description    of 


Ot  voirjr^ibi  «iiL  JSDt  3a£i« 

?9r.  ItHC  K  xL  T.  5S7. 


K.  rather  app&abie  tk>  k.     HaTuu:  eBdeuTQured  to  shew, 
my  iear  firiend^k  thuic  the  ptfessanace  k^e  of 
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(or  a  determination  to  make  every  man  think  and  believe 
as  we  do)  incorrigible  carelessness — and  equally  incor- 
rigible ill-nature — are  each  inimical  to  the  true  interests 

• 

tern^  Thx  Last  of  thi  Ska.  That  I  may  say  nothiDg  of  healthful  bathes, 
and  of  mearee  stored  both  with  fish  and  fowL  The  earth  fertile  of  all  kinde  of 
graine,  manured  with  good  husbandry,  rich  in  minerall  of  coals,  tinne,  lead,  copper, 
not  without  gold  and  sflyer,  abundant  in  pasture,  replenished  with  cattel,  both 
tame  and  wilde  (for  it  hath  more  parks  than  all  Europe  besides),  plentifully 
wooded,  proTided  with  all  complete  provisions  of  war,  beautified  with  many 
populous  cities,  taire  boroughs,  good  towns,  and  well-built  villages,  strong 
munitions,  magnificent  palaces  of  the  prince,  stately  houses  of  the  nobilitie, 
frequent  hospitals,  beautiful  churches,  fidreoolledgee,  as  well  in  the  other  places 
as  in  the  two  Vniyendties.**    Itemaint,  p.  12.  edit.  1687. 

How  far  Oamden  was  indebted  to  the  following  curious  description  of  our 
country,  written  in  the  time  of  Edward  'vj,  (of  which  I  shall  modernise  the 
orthography,)  the  reader  will  judge  for  himself.  The  running  title  of  the  work 
is  "  The  DebaU  baweeK  ths  [French  and  English]  Seraldt,"  Qvo,  printed  in 
the  bl.  lett.    (In  the  possession  of  Mr.  Heber.) 

"  We  have  all  manner  of  grains,  and  fruits^  and  more  plenty  than  you  ;  for, 
thanked  be  Gk>d,  England  is  a  fruitful  and  plenteous  region,  so  that  we  have  some 
fruits  whereof  you  have  few;  as  wardeinet,  quinces,  peaches,  medlers,  chesnuts, 
and  other  delicious  fruits  ;  serving  for  all  seasons  of  the  year ;  and  so  plenty  of 
pears  and  apples  that,  in  the  west  parts  of  England  and  Sussex,  they  make  perry 
and  cider,  and  in  such  abundance  that  they  convey  part  over  the  sea,  where,  by 
the  Monsieurs  of  France,  it  is  coveted  for  their  beverage  and  drinks." — Sign,  L, 
iiij.  rev. 

"  We  have  in  Cornwall  and  Devonshire  (God  be  honoured)  the  richest  mines 
of  silver  and  tin  that  may  be,  also  in  Ireland  mines  of  silver,  in  Derbyshire  mines 
of  lead,  alal^^ster,  marble,  black  and  white.  In  Sussex,  Yorkshire,  aiid  Durham, 
mines  of  iron,  csal,  slate,  and  freestone ;  and  in  every  shire  of  England,  generally 
quarries  of  hard  stone,  chalk,  and  flint :  these  be  commodities  honorable  and  not 
feigned,  being  4RpUPh  estimation  that  France,  nor  other  realms,  may  well  forbear ; 
and  lb  for  sdtpeure,  there  is  sufficient  made  in  England  to  furnish  our  turn  for 
the  wars.  Also  we  have  hot  fountains  or  bathes,  which  you  nor  no  other  realms 
/ohristened  have." — Stffn.  L.  v.  rev.  If  ancient  Gildab  speak  the  truth.  Great 
Britain  was  no  contemptible  place  twelve  hundred  years  ago— the  period  when 
he  lived  and  wrote  his  lachiymable  history. 

"  The  iland  of  Britaine  placed  in  the  ballance  of  the  divine  poising  hand  (as 
they  call  it)  which  weigheth  the  whole  world,  almost  the  uttermost  bound  of  his 
earth  towards  the  South  and  West ;  extending  itself  from  the  South- West,  out 
towards  the  North  pole,  eight  hundred  miles  in  length ;  and  containing  two  hun- 
dred  in  breadth,  besides  the  fare  outstretched  forelands  of  sundiy  promontories, 
embraced  by  the  embowed  bosomes  of  the  ocean  sea ;  with  whose  most  spacious, 
and  on  evexy  side  (saving  only  the  Southern  Streights,  by  which  we  sale  to  Gal- 
lehelgicke)  impassable  enclosure  (as  I  may  call  it)  she  is  strongly  defended ; 
enriched  with  the  mouths  of  two  noble  floods,  Thames  and  Seveme,  as  it  were 
two  armes  (by  which  out-landish  oommodities  have  in  times  past  been  transported 
into  the  same)  besides  other  rivers  of  lesser  account,  strengthened  ifith  eight  and 
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of  literature,  let  us  see  what  other  evil  qualities  there 
are  which  principally  frustrate  the  Icintimato  view  of 
learuin^. 

"  In  tile  example  of  Gonzalo,  with  whom  Philemon  is 
perfectly  well  acquainted,  a  remarkable  exemplification 
of  the  passion  of  Vanity  occurs.  I  recollect,  one  evening, 
he  came  rushing  into  a  party  where  I  sat,  screaming 
with  the  extatic  joy  of  a  maniac — '  Ev/tqKo,  Eupijica' ;  and, 
throwing'  down  a  scroll,  rushed  as  precipitately  out  of  the 
room.  The  scroll  was  of  vellum ;  the  title  to  the  con- 
tents of  it  was  penned  iu  golden  letters,  and  softly-painted 
bunches  of  roses  graced  each  corner.  It  contained  a 
sonnet  to  love,  and  another  to  friendship  ;  but  a  principal 
mistake  which  struck  us,  on  the  very  threshold  of  our 
critical  examination,  was  tliat  he  had  incorrectly  entitled 
these  sonnets.  Friendship  should  have  been  called  love, 
and  love,  friendship.  We  had  no  sooner  made  the  dis- 
covery than  Gonzalo  returned,  expecting  to  find  us  in 
like  ecstacies  with  himself! — We  gravely  told  him  that 
we  stumbled  at  the  very  threshold.  It  was  quite  snfEcient 
— he  seized  his  sonnets  with  avidity — and,  crumpluig  the 
roll  (after  essaying  to  tear  it)  thrust  it  into  his  pocket, 
and  retreated.  One  of  the  gentlemen  in  company  made 
the  following  remarks,  on  his  leaving  us :  '  In  the  conduct 
of  Gonzalo  appears  a  strange  mixture  of  intellectual 
strength   and   intellectual   debility ;    of  wit   and  dulness ; 


twenty  oities,  and  same  other  cogtles,  Dot  meanlf  renced  with  fortreaBea  of  w&lb, 
embattled  towers,  gates,  and  buildioge  (wbose  roofcB  being  raised  aloft  with  m 
threuteiuDg  hugnncsBB,  were  ntightily  iD  their  aspirini;  toppes  campaced)  sdomed 
with  her  lurgo  epreadlng  fields,  pleasant  neated  hits,  even  framed  fnrgood  hus- 
bandry, whicb  over-maBtoreth  tbe  ground,  and  mountainamoatooDTeiiient  for  the 
ohangeabjo  pastures  of  cattoll ;  whoso  flowers  of  sundry  collourj,  troden  by  tho 
(eato  of  men,  imprint  no  unsoomlj  pictnro  on  tho  sune,  aa  a  apome  of  choJM, 
docked  with  diveia  jewels  ;  watered  with  cleers  fountaina,  and  mndry  broko, 
beating  on  the  aaow-white  sands,  together  wjtb  (diver  streamea  sliding  forth  with 
soft  sounding  noise,  nnd  leading  a  pledge  of  sweet  naTours  on  their  hordering 
bankea,  and  lakes  gushing  out  abundantly  in  cold  running  rivora." — SjiiilU  qf 
OUilai,  Transl.  1S38, 12mo.  p,  1,  after  the  proluguo. 

Whoever  looks  into  tbat  amusing  and  prettily-printed  little  boob,  "  Bantaii 
Sati/TieaK,"  1S29,  IBmo,  ivill  Qnd  a  dssoription  of  Germany,  ximihu-,  in  paK,  lo 
tbe  preoeiiiug.  — "  OUoi  sylvis  et  iuvolis  fern,  nuni:  oppirils  puiiin  itmignia  ; 
nemorUiusqutKiueiiuibusimmuDBUtegebutur,  aduau[DdecuBquucastigatis,"ii.  81S. 
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of  wisdom  and  folly  ;  and  all  this  arises  chiefly  from  his 
mistaking  the  means  for  the  end — the  instrument  of 
achieving  for  the  object  achieved.  The  fondest  wish  of 
his  heart  is  literary  fame:  for  this  he  would  sacrifice 
every  thing.  He  is  handsome,  generous,  an  affectionate 
son,  a  merry  companion,  and  is,  withal,  a  very  excellent 
belles-lettres  scholar.  Tell  him  that  the  ladies  admire 
him,  that  his  mother  doats  on  him,  and  that  his  friends 
esteem  him — and — ^keeping  back  the  wished-for  eulog^y  of 
literary  excellence — you  tell  him  of  nothing  which  he 
cares  for.  In  truth  he  might  attain  some  portion  of  in- 
tellectual reputation,  if  he  would  throw  aside  his  ridicu- 
lous habits.  He  must,  as  soon  as  the  evening  shades 
prevail,  bum  wax  tapers — he  must  always  have  an  Argand 
lamp  lighted  up  before  him,  to  throw  a  picturesque  effect 
upon  a  dark  wood  painted  by  Hobbima — his  pens  must 
be  made  fix)m  the  crow's  wing — ^his  wax  must  be  green — 
his  paper  must  be  thick  and  hot-pressed ;  and  he  must 
have  a  portfolio  of  the  choicest  bits  of  ancient  vellum 
that  can  be  procured — ^his  body  must  recline  upon  a 
chintz  sofa — his  foot  must  be  perched  upon  an  ottoman — 
in  short  he  must  have  every  thing  for  which  no  man  of 
common  sense  would  express  the  least  concern.  Can 
you  be  surprised,  therefore,  that  he  should  commence 
his  sonnet  to  friendship  thus : 

Oh,  sweetest  softest  thing  that's  friendship  hight ! 

or  that  he  should  conceive  the  following  address  to  women, 
by  one  William  Groddard,  worthy  of  being  ranked  among 
the  most  beautiful  poetical  efforts  of  the  16th  century  : 

Start  of  this  earthly  heaven,  you  whose  essence 
Composed  was  of  man's  purest  quintessence, 
To  you,  to  virtuous  you,  I  dedicate 
This  snaggy  sprig* '' 

*  Prom  ''A  Satyrical  Dialogue,  dfcc,  hftweene  Alexander  the  Oreat  and  that 
tmdye  woman-hater  Diogynes.  Imprinted  in  the  low  oountryes  for  all  such 
gentlewomen  as  are  not  altogether  idle  nor  yet  well  occupy ed,"  4to.  no  date.  A 
strange  composition  !  full  of  nervous  lines  and  pungent  satire — but  not  free  from 
the  grossest  licentiousness. 
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''  Enough/'  exclaimed  Philemon — while  Lysander  paused 
a  little,  after  uttering  the  forgoing  in  a  rapid  and  glow- 
ing manner — "  enough  for  this  effeminate  vanity  in  man  ! 
What  other  ills  have  you  to  enumerate,  which  assail  the 
region  of  literature  V — "  I  will  tell  you,"  replied  Lysander, 
**  another,  and  a  most  lamentable  evil,  which  perverts  the 
very .  end  for  which  talents  were  given  us — and  it  is  in 
mistaking  and  misapplying  these  talents.  I  speak  with 
reference  to  the  individual  himself,  and  not  to  the  public 
You  may  remember  how  grievously  Alfonso  bore  the  lot 
which  public  criticism,  with  one  voice,  adjudged  to  him ! 
This  man  had  good  natural  parts,  and  would  have 
abridged  a  history,  made  an  index,  or  analyzed  a  philo- 
sophical work,  with  great  credit  to  himself  and  advantage 
to  the  public.  But  he  set  his  heart  upon  eclipsing  Doctors 
Johnson  and  Jamieson.  He  happened  to  know  a  few 
etymons  more  correctly,  and  to  have  some  little  acquaint 
ance  with  black  letter  literature,  and  hence  thought  to 
give  more  weight  to  lexicographical  inquiries  than  bad 
hitherto  distinguished  them.  But  how  miserably  he  was 
deceived  in  all  his  undertakings  of  this  kind  past  events 
have  sufficiently  shewn.  No,  my  good  Philemon,  to  be 
of  use  to  the  republic  of  literature,  let  us  know  our  situ- 
ations ;  and  let  us  not  fail  to  remember  that,  in  the  best 
appointed  army,  the  serjeant  may  be  of  equal  utility  with 
the  captain. 

"  I  will  notice  only  one  other,  and  a  very  great,  failing 
observable  in  literary  men — and  this  is  severity  and 
self-consequence.  You  will  find  that  these  severe  cha- 
racters generally  set  up  the  trade  of  Critics;  without 
attending  to  the  just*  maxim  of  Pope,  that 

Ten  censTire  wrong,  for  one  that  writes  amiss. 

With  them,  the  least  deviation  from  precise  correctness, 
the  most  venial  trippings,  the  smallest  inattention  paid 
to  doubtful  rules  and  equivocal  positions  of  criticism,  in- 
flames their  anger,  and  calls  forth  their  invectives.  Re- 
gardless of  the  sage  maxims  of  Cicero,  Quintilian,  and 
Horace,  they  not  only  disdain  the  sober  rules  which  their 
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ancient  brethren  have  wisely  laid  down,  and  hold  in  con- 
tempt the  voice  of  the  public,*  but,  forgetting  the  subject 
which  they  have  undertaken  to  criticise,  they  push  the 
author  out  of  his  seat,  qtiietly  sit  in  it  themselves,  and 
fancy  they  entertain  you  by  the  gravity  of  their  deport- 
ment, and  their  rash  usurpation  of  the  royal  monosyllable 
'  Nos/t  This  solemn  pronoun,  or  rather  '  plural  style,'^ 
my  dear  Philemon,  is  oftentimes  usurped  by  a  half- 
starved  little  /,  who  sits  immured  in  the  dusty  recess  of 
a  garret,  'and  who  has  never  known  the  society  nor  the 
language  of  a  gentleman ;  or  it  is  assumed  by  a  young 
graduate,  just  settled  in  his  chambers,  and  flushed  with 
the  triumph  of  his  degree  of  '  B.  A/,  whose  '  fond  con- 
ce3rte'  [to  borrow  Master  Francis  Thynne's  §  terse  style,] 
is,  to  wrangle  for  an  asses  shadowe,  or  to  seke  a  knott 
in  a  rushe  V 

''  For  my  part,"  continued  Lysander,  speaking  with  the 
most  unaffected  seriousness — ''for  my  part,  nothing  de- 
lights me  more  than  modesty  and  diffidence,  united  with 
'  strong  good  sense,  lively  imagination,  and  exquisite  sen- 
sibility,'||  whether  in  an  author  or  a  critic.  When  I  call 
to  mind  that  our  greatest  sages  have  concluded    their 


*  "  Inierdum  Tulgusreotam  videt :"  lays  B,once,SpisL  lib.  iL  ad,  Av^tutum, 
T.  68. 

t  Vide  Rtmsri  Foedem--'p9mam, 

t  A  very  recent,  and  very  respectable,  authority  has  furnished  me  with  this 
expression* 

§  See  Mr.  T<ydd'B  lUuttrtUicns  of  Oower  and  Chaucer,  p.  10. 

0  It  is  said,  very  sensibly,  by  La  Bruyere,  I  will  allow  that  good  writers  are 
acaroe  enough  ;  but  then  I  ask,  where  are  the  people  that  know  how  to  read  and 
judge?  A  union  of  these  qualitiee,  which  are  seldom  found  in  the  same  person, 
seisms  to  be  indispensably  necessary  to  form  an  able  critic ;  he  ought  to  possess 
strong  good  sense,  lively  imagination,  and  exquisite  sensibility.  And  of  these 
three  qualities,  the  last  is  the  most  important ;  since,  after  all  that  can  be  said  on 
the  utility  or  necessity  of  rules  and  precepts,  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  merit 
of  all  works  of  genius  must  be  determined  by  taste  and  sentiment.  "  Why  do 
you  so  much  admire  the  Helen  of  Zeuxis  ?"  said  one  to  Nicostratus.  "  Tou 
would  not  wonder  why  I  so  much  admired  it  (replied  the  painter)  if  you  had  my 
eyes."— Wabton  :  Note  to  Pope's  Essay  on  Criticism.  Pop^g  Worlu,  vol.  . 
196,  edit  1806. 
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labours  with  doubt,  and  an  avowal  of  their  ignorance ; 
when  I  see  how  carefiiUy  and  reverently  they  have  pushed 
forward  their  most  successful  inquiries ;  when  I  see  the 
great  Newton  pausing  and  perplexed  in  the  vajst  worid 
of  planets,  comets,  and  constellations,  which  were,  in 
a  measure,  of  his  own  creation — I  learn  to  soften  the 
asperity  of  my  critical  anathemas,  and  to  allow  to  an 
author  that  portion  of  fallibility  of  which  I  am  con- 
scious myself. 

'^I  see  then,"  rejoined  Philemon,  ''that  ydu  are  an 
enemy  to  Reviews''*  "  Far  from  it,"  replied  Lysander, 
"  I  think  them  of  essential  service  to  literature.  They 
hold  a  lash  over  ignorance  and  vanity ;  and,  at  any 
rate,  they  take  care  to  bestow  a  hearty  castigation 
upon  vicious  and  sensual  publications.  Thus  &r  they 
do  good :  but,  in  many  respects,  they  do  ill — ^by  sub- 
stituting their  own  opinions  for  those  of  an  author ; 
by  judging  exclusively  according  to  their  own  previ- 
ously formed  decisions  in  matters  of  religion  and  po- 
litics ;  and  by  shutting  out  from  your  view  the  plan, 
and  real  tendency,  of  the  book  which  they  have  un- 
dertaken to  review,  and  therefore  ought  to  analyze. 
It  is,  to  be  sure,  amusing  to  read  the  clamours  which 
have  been  raised  against  some  of  the  most  valuable, 
and  now  generally  received,  works  !  When  an  author 
recollects  the  pert    conclusion  of  Dr.    Kenrick's   review 


*  The  earliest  pablications,  I  belieye,  in  this  country,  in  the  character  of  Rkvxkwb 
were  there  Weekly  MemoriaU  for  the  IngenuAu,  &c.  Lend.  1688,  4to. — and 
Ths  Unxvenal  Historical  Bibliotheque :  or  an  Account  of  most  of  the  oonsi- 
derable  Books  printed  in  all  Languages,  in  the  Month  of  January  1686.  London, 
1687,  4to.  Five  years  afterwards  came  forth  Tht  Young  Studtnjtt  Library,  by 
the  Athenian  Society/  1692,  folio,  "  a  kind  of  common  theatre  whore  every  penon 
may  act,  or  take  such  part  as  pleases  him  best,  and  what  he  does  not  Hke  ho 
may  pass  over,  assuring  himself  that,  every  one's  judgment  not  being  Kke  hi^ 
another  may  chuse  what  ho  mislikes,  and  so  every  one  may  be  pleased  in  their 
turns.'  Pref.  A  six  weeks'  frost  is  said  to  have  materially  delayed  the  publicatioii* 
After  those,  in  the  subsequent  century,  appeared  the  Old  and  New  Memoin  qf 
Literature ;  then,  the  Works  qf  the  Learned ;  upon  which  was  built,  edipsiDif 
every  one  that  had  proceeded  it,  and  not  excelled  by  any  subsequent 
critical  journal.  The  Monthly  Review, 
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of  Dr.  Johnson's  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,*  he  need  not 
fear  the  flippancy  of  a  reviewer's  wit,  as  decisive  of 
the  fate  of  his  publication  ! 

"  It  is  certainly, "  pursued  Lysander,  "  a  very  prolific 
age  of  knowledge.  There  never  was,  at  any  one  period 
of  the  world,  so  much  general  understanding  abroad. 
The  common  receptacles  of  the  lower  orders  of  people 
present,  in  some  degree,  intellectual  scenes.  £  mean, 
that  collision  of  logic,  and  corruscation  of  wit,  which 
arise  from  the  perusal  of  a  newspaper;  a  production, 
by-the-bye,  upon  which  Cowper  has  conferred  immor- 
tality .t  You  may  remember,  when  we  were  driven  by 
a  sharp  tempest  of  hail  into  the  small  public-house 
which  stands  at  the  comer  of  the  heath — what  a  logo- 
machy — ^what  a  war  of  words  did  we  hear !  and  all 
about  sending  troops  to  the  north  or  south  of  Spain, 
and  the  justice  or  injustice  of  the  newly-raised  prices 
of  admission  to  Covent  Garden  theatre  ! !  %  The  stage- 
coach, if  you  recollect,  passed  by  quickly  after  our 
having  drunk  a  tumbler  of  warm  brandy  and  water  to 
preserve  ourselves  from  catching  cold;  and  into  it  glad 
enough  we  fwere  to  tumble !  We  had  no  sooner  begun 
to  be  tolerably  comfortable  and  composed  than  a  grave 
old  gentleman  commenced  a  most  furious  Philippic 
against  the  prevailing  studies,  politics,  and  religion  of 
the  day-^and,  in  truth,  this  man  evinced  a  wonderfully 
retentive  memory,   and  a  fair  share  of  powers  of  argu- 

*  After  all,  said  the  reviewing  Doctor,  we  are  of  opinion,  with  the  author 
himaelf,  that  this  publication  contains  '  the  sentiments  of  one  who  has  seen  but 
little :'  meaning,  thereby,  that  the  book  was  hardly  worth  perusal !  What  has 
become  of  the  said  Dr.  Kenrick  now?  We  will  not  ask  the  same  question  about 
the  said  Dr.  Johnson  ;  whose  works  are  upon  the  shelf  of  every  reading  man  oi 
sense  and  virtue. 

f  See  the  opening  the  fourth  book  of  "The  Task;"  a  picture  perfectly 
original  and  unrivalled  in  its  manner. 

^  It  is  not  less  true,  than  surprising,  that  the  ridiculous  squabbles,  which  dis- 
graced both  this  theatre  and  the  metropolis,  have  been  deemed  deserving  of  a 
regular  series  of  publications  in  the  shape  of  numbers— 1,  2,  3,  &;c.  As  if  the 
subject  had  not  been  sufficiently  well  handled  in  the  lively  sallies  and  brilliant 
touches  of  satire  which  had  before  appeared  upon  it  in  the  Monthly  Mh-ror  I 

C 
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ment;  bringing  eyerything,  however,  to  the  standard 
of  his  own  times.  It  was  in  vain  we  strove  to  edge  in 
the  great  Whig  and  Tory  Reviews  of  the  northern  and 
southern  hemispheres  !  The  obdurate  champion  of  other 
times  would  not  listen  a  moment,  or  stir  one  inch,  in 
favour  of  these  latter  publications.  When  he  quitted 
us,  we  found  that  he  was  a  *  *  *  of  considerable  con- 
sequence in  the  neighbourhood,  and  had  acquired  his 
fortune  from  the  superior  sagacity  and  integrity  he  had 
displayed  in  consequence  of  having  been  educated  at 
the  fi^ee-school  in  the  village  of  ******,  one  of  the 
few  public  schools  in  this  kingdom  which  has  not 
finstrated  the  legitimate  views  of  its  pious  founder, 
by  converting  that  into  a  foppish  and  expensive  esta- 
blishment which  was  at  once  designed  as  an  asylum 
for  the  poor  and  an  academy  to  teach  wisdom  and 
good  monds/' 

Philemon  was  about  to  reply,  with  his  usual  warmth 
and  quickness,  to  the  latter  part  of  these  remarks — as 
bearing  too  severely  upon  the  eminent  public  seminaries 
within  seventy  miles  of  the  metropolis — ^but  Lysander, 
guessing  his  intentions  from  his  manner  and  attitude, 
cut  the  dialogue  short  by  observing  that  we  did  not 
meet  to  discuss  subjects  of  a  personal  and  irritable  na- 
ture, and  which  had  already  exercised  the  wits  of  two 
redoubted  champions  of  the  church— but  that  our  object^ 
and  the  object  of  all  rational  and  manly  discusidoiiy 
was  to  state  opinions  with  fi*ankness,  without  intend- 
ing to  wound  the  feelings,  or  call  forth  the  animad- 
versions, of  well-meaning  and  respectable  characters. 
**  I  know,"  continued  he,  ''  that  you,  Philemon,  have 
been  bred  in  one  of  these  establishments,  under  a 
man  as  venerable  for  his  years  as  he  is  eminent  Ibr 
his  talents  and  worth ;  who  employs  the  leisure  of 
dignified  retirement  in  giving  to  the  world  the  result 
of  his  careful  and  profound  researches;  who,  drinking 
largely  at  the  fountain  head  of  classical  learning,  and 
hence  feeling  the  reno^nted  vigour  of  youth  (without 
having    recourse    to    the    black    art    of    a 
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Agrippa*),  circumnavigates  'the  Erythrean  sea* — ^then, 
ascending  the  vessel  of  Nearchus,  he  coasts  'from 
Indus  to  the  Euphrates' — and  explores  with  an  ardent 
eye  what  is  curious  and  what  is  precious,  and  trea- 
sures in  his  sagacious  mind  what  is  most  likely  to 
gratify  and  improve  his  fellow-countrymen.  A  rare 
and  eminent  instance  this  of  the  judicious  application 
of  acquired  knowledge !  — and  how  much  more  likely 
is  it  to  produce  good,  and  to  secure  solid  fame,  than 
to  fritter  away  one's  strength,  and  undermine  one's 
health,  in  perpetual  pugilistic  contests  with  snarling 
critics,  dull  commentators,  and  foul-mouthed  philo- 
logists." 

Philemon  heartily  assented  to  the  truth  of  these  re- 
marks ;    and,  more  than  once,  interrupted  Lysander  in 

*  Let  him  who  wishes  to  be  reigaled  in  a  dull  dreary  night— when  the  snow 
is  heavily  faUing,  and  the  wind  whistles  hollowly— open  those  leaves  of  Bayle's 
HukfricaX  cmd  Biographieal  Dietumary  which  relate  to  this  extraordinary  cha- 
racter ;  and  see  there  how  adroitly  Agrippa  is  defended  against  the  accusation 
of  "  having  two  devils  attending  him  in  the  shape  of  two  little  dogs — one  of 
them  being  called  Monsieur,  and  the  other  Mademoiselle" — '*  whereas  Paulus 
Jovius,  Thevet,  &c,  speak  only  of  <me  dog,  and  never  mention  his  name." 
Vol.  L  857, 361 ;  edit.  1786, 10  vols.  foUo. 

The  bibliographer,  who  wishes  to  be  master  of  the  most  curious  and  rare 
editions  of  his  works,  may  go  from  Bayle  to  Clement,  and  from  Clement  to 
Vogt.  He  must  beware  of  the  castrated  Lyons'  editions  "per-Beringos  fratres*' 
— against  one  of  which  Bayle  declaims,  and  produces  a  specimen  (quite  to  his 
own  liking)  of  the  passage  suppressed :— another,  of  a  similar  kind,  is  adduced 
by  Vogt  (edit.  1798,  pp.  19,  20) ;  who  tells  us,  however,  that  an  edition  of  1544, 
8to.,  without  mention  of  place  or  printer— and  especially  a  Cologne  edition  of 
1598,  by  Hierat,  in  12mo.— ezhibito  the  like  castrations;  p.  20.  This  has 
escaped  Clement^  learned  as  he  is  upon  the  Lyons'  editions,  voL  i.  94,  95,  96. 
Bauer  {Bibl,  Libr.  Itariar,)  is  here  hardly  worth  consulting ;  and  the  compilers 
of  the  celebrated  i^ToMvcott  Z>iet  HitUmque  (Caen  edit.  1789,  vol.  i  p.  7.  Art. 
Agrippa)  deserve  censure  for  the  recommendation  of  these  Lyons'  editions  only. 

Agrippa's  "  Vakittof  Soibnoss"  was  first  published  at  Antwerp  in  4to.  1580  ; 
a  book,  upon  the  rarity  of  which  bibliographers  delight  to  expatiate.  His 
**  Occult  Philobofht"— according  to  Bayle,  in  1581  (at  least,  the  Elector  of 
Cologne  had  seen  several  printed  leaves  of  it  in  this  year),  but  according  to  Vogt 
and  Bauer,  in  1588. — There  is  no  question  about  the  edition  of  1538 ;  of  which 
Yogi  tells  us,  ''An  Englishman,  residing  at  Frankfort,  anxiously  sought  for  a 
copy  of  it,  offering  fifty  crowns  (imperiales)  and  more,  without  success."  All  the 
editions  in  Agrippa's  life-time  (before  1536)  are  considered  uncastrated,  and  the 
best.  It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  Brucker,  in  his  Hist,  Crit,  Phil.,  has  given 
a  masterly  account  of  Agrippa^  and  an  analysis  of  his  works. 

c  2 


20  THE  EVENING  WALK, 

bis  panegyrical  peroration  by  bis  cbeerings  :*  for  be 
bad,  in  his  youtb  (as  was  before  observed),  been  in- 
structed by  the  distinguished  character  upon  whom  the 
eulogy  had  been  pronounced. 

The  effort  occasioned  by  the  warmth  in  discussing 
such  interesting  subjects  nearly  exhausted  Lysaader — 
when  it  was  judged  prudent  to  retire  to  rest  Each  bad 
his  chamber  assigned  to  him ;  and  while  the  chequered 
moon-beam  played  npon  the  curtains  and  the  wall, 
through  the  half-opened  shutter,  the  minds  of  Lysander 
and  Philemon  felt  a  correspondent  tranquillity;  and 
sweet  were  their  slumbers  till  the  morning  shone  fiill 
upon  them. 

*  This  word  <i  ■Imant  peculiar  to  our  own  country,  uid  maans  a  Tehemant 
degree  of  applsuae.  It  u  generally  uud  ptevion*  to,  snd  during,  •  noDt«>t  of 
uiy  kind  -wfaether  by  men  in  red  ante,  or  blue  coats,  or  bUok  ooals-^apon 
land,  upon  water,  or  withiu  doon.  Even  tha  wbIIb  of  St.  Stephen's  ghapal 
frequently  echo  to  the  "load  charingi"  of  some  kind  or  other.  8m  tntaj 
Dowspaper  on  every  importaut  debate. 
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Oondemn  the  diJet  of  elden  great  or  email. 

And  then  blnrre  oat  the  conree  of  present  tyme : 

Gaat  one  a^  down,  and  so  doe  orethrow  all. 

And  bnme  the  bookee  of  printed  proee  or  ryme : 

Who  ahall  belee?e  he  mlei,  or  ahe  doth  reign. 

In  tyme  to  come,  if  writers  loose  their  palne  ? 

The  pen  records  tyme  past  and  present  both : 

Skill  brings  foorth  bookes,  and  bookes  is  nurse  to  troth. 

CBUBbBTABD*8  Wwiki/lttUof  WoUs, 

p.  18,  edit.  mo. 
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OUTLINE  OF  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  BIBUOOBAPUY. 
Tout  ■atonr  oliMnli  lalttDlcnl  I<e  tempi  n'uUiU  mla  mliuli. 


ileot  Et  Mul  r*liwit  HI  dtnoln  Lieoi 

mlooli.  Oomma  oinin  la  dnianlt 

Oscrnn  ni  Cbirtiui,  Puti.  IKIT.  tto.  p.  EM. 

.  UCHisthelivelydescription 
of  a  spring  moraing.iu  the 
opening  of  Alain  Chartier's 
"Livre  des  qualre  dames ;" 
and,  excepting  the  violets, 
'  suchdescpiptionconveyeria 
prtitty  accurate  idea  of  the 
scenery  which  presented  it- 
self, irora  the  cabinet  win- 
dow, to  ihe  eyes  of  Lysander  and  Philemon. 

Phil.  How  delightful,  ray  dear  friend,  are  the 
objects  which  we  liave  before  our  eyes,  within  and 
without  doors  !  The  freshness  of  the  morning  air, 
of  which  we  have  just  been  partaking  in  yonder 
field,  was  hardly  more  reviving  to  my  senses 
than  is  the  sight  of  this  extjuisite  cabinet  of 
bibliographical  works,  adorned  with  small  busts 
and  whole-length  figures  from  the  antique  !  You 
se«  these  precious  books  are  bound  chiefly  in 
Morocco,  or  Russia  leather  :  and  the  greater  part 
of  them  appear  Ut  lie  printed  upon  large  pd/n'r. 
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Lysand.  Our  firiend  makes  these  books  a  sort  of 
hobby-horse,  and  perhaps  indulges  his  vanity  in  them  to 
excess.    They  are  undoubtedly  useful  in  their  way. ' 

Phil.    You  are  averse  then  to  the  study  of  bibliography  T 

Lysand.  By  no  means.  I  have  already  told  you  of 
my*  passion  for  books,  and  cannot,  therefore,  dislike 
bibliography.  I  think,  with  Lambinet,  that  the  greater 
part  of  bibliographical  works  are  sufficiently  dry  and 
soporific  :*  but  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  utility,  and 
even  entertainment,  which  may  result  from  a  proper 
cultivation  of  it — although  both  De  Bure  and  Peignot 
appear  to  me  to  have  gone  greatly  beyond  the  mark,  in 
lauding  this  study  as  '^one  of  the  most  attractive  and 
vast  pursuits  in  which  the  human  mind  can  be  engaged."  + 

Phil.  But  to  know  what  books  are  valuable  and  what 
are  worthless ;  their  intrinsic  and  extrinsic  merits ;  their 
rarity,  beauty,  and  particularities  of  various  kinds ;  and 
the  estimation  in  which  they  are  consequentiy  hdd  by 
knowing  men — these  things  add  a  zest  to  the  gratification 
we  feel  in  even  looking  upon  and  handling  certain  volumes. 

Lysand.  It  is  true,  my  good  Philemon ;  because 
knowledge  upon  any  subject,  however  trivial,  is  more 
gratifying  than  total  ignorance ;  and  even  if  we  could  cut 
and  string  cherry-stones,  like  Cowper's  rustic  boy,  it 
would  be  better  than  brushing  them  aside,  without 
knowing  that  they  could  be  converted  to  such  a  purpose. 
Hence  I  am  always  pleased  with  Le  Long's  reply  to  the 
caustic  question  of  Father  M alebranche,  when  the  latter 
asked  him,  "  how  he  could  be  so  foolish  as  to  take  such 
pains  about  settling  the  date  of  a  book,  or  making 
himself  master  of  trivial  points  of  philosophy  !"•—**  Truth 
is  so  delitrhtfiil,"  replied  Le  Long,  "  even  in  the  most 

•  Kecherche*,  Jkc^  inr  V  Origine  de  V  Imprimerie  :  In  trod.  p.  z.  Lambinet  adds 
yer>'  justly,  "  L'  art  conslste  k  Ics  rendre  supportables  par  des  objets  Tarite  d« 
litti'rature,  do  critique,  d*  anecdotes,"  Ac. 

f  See  the  *'  Discours  sur  la  Science  Biblio^fraphiqne,"  kc,,  in  the  eighth  To- 
lume  of  De  Bure's  BiU.  Instruct,  and  Peicrnot's  ZHctionnaire  RaitoniU  de  BthH^ 
lolgle,  vol.  i.  p.  50.  The  passage,  in  the  former  authority,  banning  "  Sans  o<— e  " 
— p.  xvj.  —would  almost  warm  the  benumbed  heart  of  a  thorough-bred  "***h^in>- 
tician,  and  induce  him  to  eschange  his  Euclid  for  De  Bare  t  ! 
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trivial  matters,  that  we  mnst  neglect  nothing  to  discover 
her."  This  reply,  to  a  man  who  was  writing,  or  had 
written,  an  essay  upon  truth  was  admirable.  Mons.  A.  6. 
Camus,  a  good  scholar,  and  an  elegant  bibliographer,  £x>f 
whom  you  will  see  some  account  in  **Les  SieclesLUte- 
rctires  de  la  France,'*]  has,  I  think,  placed  the  study  of 
bibliognraphy  in  a  just  point  of  view  ;  and  to  his  observa- 
tions, in  the  first  volume  of  the  ^^Memoires  de  Vlnstitut 
National,'*  I  must  refer  you.* 

*  LjsaDder  had  probably  tbe  following  passage  more  particularly  in  recollec- 
tion ;  which,  it  must  be  confessed,  bears  su£Bciently  hard  upon  fanciful  and  osten- 
tatious collectors  of  books.  "  [II  y  a]  deux  sortes  de  connoissance  des  livres : 
I'une  qui  se  renferme  presque  uniquement  dans  les  dehors  et  la  forme  du  livre, 
poiur  appr^der,  d'apr^  sa  .date,  d'apr^  la  caract^re  de  Timpreeaion,  d'apr^  cer- 
taines  notes,  quelquefbis  seulement  d'apr^  une  erreur  typographique,  les  qualit^s 
qui  le  font  ranger  dans  la  olasse  des  livres  rares  oh  curieuz,  et  qui  fizent  sa  valeur 
pecuniaire :  I'autre  genre  de  connoissance  conaiste  k  sayoir  quels  sent  les  livres 
lee  plus  propres  k  instruire,  ceux  oh  les  sigets  sent  le  plus  clairement  pr^nt^s  et 
le  plus  prof  ondement  discut^s ;  les  ouvrages  k  Taide  desquels  il  est  possible  de  saisir 
Torigine  de  la  science,  de  la  suivre^dans  ses  d^veloppemens,  d'atteindre  le  point 
aotuel  de  la  perfection.  Sans  doute  il  seroit  avantageuz  que  ces  deux  genres  de 
connoisances  fussent  toujours  r^unis:  I'exp^rience  montre  qu'ils  le  sent  rairement ; 
I'exp^rience  montrb  encore  que  le  premier  des  deux  genres  a  4t6  plus  cultivtf  que 
le  second.  Nous  poss^dons,  sur  I'indication  des  Ifvres  curieux  et  rares,  sur  les 
antiquity  et  les  bijoux  litteraires,  si  Ton  me  permet  d'  employer  cette  expression, 
dee  instructions  meilleures  que  nous  n'en  avons  sur  les  livres  propres  k  instruire 
fond^ment  des  sciences.  En  recherchant  la  cause  de  cette  difference,  on  la 
trouvera  peut-6tre  dans  la  passion  que  des  hommes  riches  et  veins  ont  montr^e 
pour  poes^er  des  livres  sans  dtre  en  ^tat  de  les  lire,  n  a  fallu  cr^er  pour  eux 
line  sorte  de  bibHotheque  compos^e  d'objets  qui,  sous  la  forme  exterieure  de  livres, 
ne  fussent  r^Uement  que  des  raret^s,  des  objets  de  curiosity,  qu'on  ne  lit  pas,  mais 
que  tantdt  on  regarde  avec  complaisance,  tantdt  en  montre  avec  ostentation  ;  et 
eomme  apr^  cela  c*est  presque  toigours  le  go<^t  des  personnes  en  ^tat  de  r^com- 
penser  qui  dirige  le  but  des  travaalleurs,  on  ne  doit  pas  dtre  surpris  qu'on  se  soit 
plus  ocoup^  d'indiquer  aux  hommes  riches  dont  je  parle,  des  raret^s  k  acqu^rir, 
ou  de  vanter  cellos  qu'ils  avoient  rassembMes,  que  de  faciliter,  par  des  indications 
utiles,  les  travaux  des  hommes  studieux  dont  on  n'attendoit  aucune  recompense." 
AfemoiretcUr  Indiiui,  vol.  i.  664.  See  also  the  similar  remarks  of  Jard^,  in  the 
**  Pr^is  sur  les  Bibliotheques,*'  prefixed  to  Foumier's  DicL  portaJtif,  de  Biblio- 
graphU,  edit.  1809. 

Something  like  the  same  animadversions  may  be  found  in  a  useful  book  printed 
nearly  two  centuries  before  :  **  Non  enim  cogitant  qualee  ipd,  sed  qualibus  induti 
Testibus  sint,  et  quanta  pompa  rerum  fortunaque  prspfulgeant — sunt  enim  cm- 
oino  ridiculi,  qui  in  nuda  librorum  quantumvis  selecUssimorum  multitudine 
gloriantur,  et  Inde  doctos  sese  atque  admiraudos  esse  persuadent."  Draudius : 
Bibliotkeea  Clauica,  ed.  1611.  Epist.  ad.  Lect.  Spiselius  has  also  a  good  pas- 
sage upon  the  subject;  in  hia  description  of  Book-Gluttons  ("  Helluones  Libronim"): 
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Phil.  1  may  want  time,  and  probably  inclination,  to 
read  these  observations:  and,  at  any  rate,  I  should  be 
better  pleased  with  your  analysis  of  them. 

Lysand.  That  would  lead  me  into  a  wide  field  indeed  ; 
and,  besides,  our  friend — ^who  I  see  walking  hastily  up 
the  garden — is  impatient  for  his  breakfast;  'tis  better, 
therefore,  that  we  satisfy  just  now  an  appetite  of  a 
different  kind. 

Phil.  But  you  promise  to  renew  the  subject  afterwards? 

Lysand.  I  will  make  no  such  promise.  If  our  face- 
tious friend  Lisardo,  who  is  expected  shortly  to  join  us, 
should  happen  to  direct  our  attention  and  die  discourse 
to  the  sale  of  Malvolio's  busts  and  statues,  what  favour^ 
able  opportunity  do  you  suppose  could  present  itself  for 
handling  so  unpromising  a  subject  as  bibliography  ? 

Phil.  Well,  well,  let  us  hope  he  will  not  come :  or,  if 
he  does,  let  us  take  care  to  carry  the  point  by  a  majority 
of  yote&    I  hear  the  gate  bell  ring :  'tis  Lisardo,  surely ! 

Three  minutes  afterwards,  Lisardo  and  myself,  who 
met  in  the  passage  from  opposite  doors,  entered  the 
Cabinet.  Mutual  greetings  succeeded  :and,  after  a  hearty 
breakfast,  the  conversation  was  more  systanatically 
renewed. 

Lis.  I  am  quite  anxious  to  give  you  a  description  of 
the  fine  things  which  were  sold  at  Malvolio's  mansion 
yesterday !  Amongst  colossal  Minervas,  and  pigmy  fauns 
and  satyrs,  a  magnificent  set  of  books,  in  ten  or  twelve 
folio  volumes  (I  forget  the  precise  number)  in  Morocco 
binding,  was  to  be  disposed  of. 

Lysand.    The  Clementine  and  Florentine  museums  ? 

Lis.  No  indeed-^a  much  less  interesting  work.  A 
catalogue  of  the  manuscripts  and  printed  books  in  the 
library  of  the  French  king,  Louis  the  fifteenth.  It  was 
odd  enough  to  see  such  a  work  in  such  a  sale  ! 

Phil.  You  did  not  probably  bid  ten  gmneas  for  it, 
Lisardo? 

"  com  immensa  pen^  libroram  sit  multitndo  et  varietas,  fieri  non  potest^  qidD 
•orum  opibas  ditescere  desideraDS  (bnres),  non  assiduam  loDgamqne  leetioiiMii 
adhibeat."    Jnfelim  Literatitt,  p.  296,  edit.  1680,  8vo. 


I 


k 


THE  CABINET.  27 

Lis.  Not  ten  shillings.  What  should  I  do  with  such 
books  ?  You  know  I  have  a  mortal  aversion  to  them,  and 
to  every  thing  connected  with  bibliographical  learning. 

Phil.  That  arises^  I  presume,  from  your  profound 
knowledge  of  the  subject;  and,  hence,  finding  it,  as 
Solomon  found  most  pursuits,  « vanity  of  vanities,  and 
vexation  of  spirit" 

Lis.  Not  so,  truly !  I  have  taken  an  aversion  to  it 
from  mere  whim  and  fancy:  or  rather  from  downright 
ignorance. 

Phil.  But  I  suppose  you  would  not  object  to  be  set 
right  upon  any  subject  of  which  you  are  ignorant  or 
misinformed?  You  don't  mean  to  sport  hereditary 
aversions,  or  hereditary  attachments  ? 

Lis.  Why,  perhaps,  something  of  the  kind.  My  father, 
who  was  the  best  creature  upon  earth,  happened  to  come 
into  the  possession  of  a  huge  heap  of  catalogues  of 
private  collections,  as  well  as  of  booksellers'  books — and 
I  remember,  on  a  certain  fifth  of  November,  when  my 
little  hands  could  scarcely  grasp  the  lamplighter's 
link  that  he  bade  me  set  fire  to  them,  and  shout  forth — 
"Long  live  the  King!" — ever  since  I  have  hdd  them 
in  sovereign  contempt. 

Phil.  I  love  the  king  too  well  to  suppose  that  his  life 
could  have  been  lengthened  by  any  such  barbarous  act. 
You  were  absolutely  a  little  Chi  Ho-am-ti,  or  Omar  !* 

*  Pope,  in  his  Ihinciad,  has  treated  the  confla^^tion  of  the  two  great  ancient 
libfBiies,  with  his  usual  poetical  skill : 

"Far  eastward  cast  thine  eye,  from  whence  the  sun 

And  orient  Scienoe  their  bright  course  begun : 

One  god-like  monarch  all  that  pride  confounds, 

He,  whose  long  wall  the  wandering  Tartar  bounds ;  ■ 

Heaveos  !  what  a  pile !  whole  ages  perish  there, 

And  one  bright  blase  turns  Learning  into  air. 
Thence  to  the  south  extend  thy  gladden'd  eyes ; 

There  rival  flames  with  equal  glory  rise. 

From  shelves  to  shelves  see  greedy  Vulcan  roll, 

And  lick  up  all  their  Phtbio  of  thb  Soul." 
"  Chi  Ho-am-ti,  Enq)eror  of  China,  the  same  who  built  the  great  wall  be- 
tween China  and  Tartary,  destroyed  all  the  books  and  learned  men  of  that 
empire." 
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Perhaps  you  were  not  aware  that  his  majesty  is  in  pos- 
session of  many  valuable  books,  which  are  described  with 
great  care  and  accuracy  in  some  of  these  very  catalogues. 

Lis.  The  act,  upon  reflection,  was  no  doubt  sufficiently 
foolish.     But  why  so  warm  upon  the  subject  ? 

Lysand.  Let  me  defend  Philemon  ;  or  at  least  account 
for  his  zeal.  Just  before  you  came  in,  he  was  leading 
me  to  give  him  some  account  of  the  rise  and  progrbss 
OP  Bibliography  ;  and  was  fearful  that,  from  your  noted 
aversion  to  the  subject,  you  would  soon  cut  asunder  the 
thread  of  our  conversation. 

Lis.  If  you  can  convert  me  to  be  an  admirer  of  such  a 
subject,  or  even  to  endure  it,  you  will  work  wonders  ;  and, 
unless  you  promise  to  do  so,  I  know  not  whether  I  shall 
suffer  you  to  begin. 

Phil.  Begin,  my  dear  Lysander.  A  mind  disposed  to 
listen  attentively  is  sometimes  half  converted.  O,  how 
I  shall  rejoice  to  see  this  bibliographical  incendiary 
going  about  to  buy  up  copies  of  the  very  works  which 
he  has  destroyed  !     Listen,  I  entreat  you,  Lisardo. 

Lis.  I  am  all  attention  ;  for  I  see  the  clouds  gatherioig 
in  the  south,  and  a  gloomy,  if  not  a  showery,  mid-day, 
promises  to  darken  this  beauteous  morning.  'Twill  not 
be  possible  to  attend  the  antiques  at  Malvolio's  sale. 

Lysand.  Whether  the  sun  shine,  or  the  showers  fall, 
I  will  make  an  attempt — not  to  convert,  but  to  state 
simple  truths  :  provided  you  "  lend  me  your  ears." 

Phil.  And  our  hearts  too.  Begin  :  for  the  birds  drop 
their  notes,  and  the  outlines  of  the  distant  landscape  are 
already  dimmed  by  the  drizzling  rain. 

Lysand.  You  call  upon  me  as  formally  as  the  shep- 
herds call  upon  one  another  to  sing  in  Vila's  eclogues. 
But  I  will  do  my  best. 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  English  nation — whatever  may 

"TheoAliphy  Omar  I.  haTing  oonquered  Egypt,  caused  his  general  to  bmni 
the  Ptolemean  libnuy,  on  the  gates  of  which  was  this  inscription :  "  4^XHZ 
IATPEION:"  "Thb  Phtsio  or  thb  Soul."  Warburton's  note.  The  lant 
editor  of  Pope's  works,  (vol.  ▼.  214.)  might  have  referred  us  to  the  very  ingenicnia 
obserrations  of  Gibbon,  upon  the  probability  oi  this  latter  event  :  see  his 
*'  Decline  and  FaU  o/th$  Jioman  Empire;'  vol  iz.  440,  &c 
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have  been  the  strictures  of  foreigners*  upon  the  paucity 
of  their  bibliographico-Iiterary  works  in  the  16th  century 
— that  the  earliest  printed  volume  upon  the  love  and 
advantages   of  book-collecting  was  the  PhilobibKonf  of 

*  "Anglioa  gens  longe  fuit  negUgentior  in  oonsignaiidis  ingeniorum  mona- 
meniis;  nihil  enim  ab  illis  prodiit,  quod  mereatur  nominaii,  oum  tamen  not 
«ztentque  pene  innumera  ingeniossime  gentis  in  ommbua  doctrinia  scripta,  pro- 
daaotque  quotidie,  tarn  Latlna,  quam  veoiacula  lingua,  plura^*'  Morhof :  PaiyhuA. 
LiUrwr.  vol.  L  205»  edit.  1747. 

Beimmannoa  carries  his  striotorea,  upon  the  jealousy  of  foreigners  at  the  succesa 
of  the  Gtormans  in  bibliography,  {with  a  high  hand :  *'  Ringantur  Itali,  nasum 
inourvent  Galfl,  snpeieilium  adducant  Hispani,  scita  cayilla  serant  Britanni, 
jbrendeant,  spument,  baochentur  ii  omnee,  qni  praetantiam  Musabum  OKRMAia- 
OABUM  limis  oculis  aspiciunt,"  &o. — '*hoo  tamen  oertum,  firmura,  ratum,  et 
inooncussnm  est,  Obbhaitos  primes  fuisse  in  Rep.  Literaria,  qui  Indices  Librorum 
Generales,  Spedales  etSpeoiaUssimos  oonfioere,  &c.  annisi  sunt" — ^A  little  further, 
however,  he  speaks  respectfully  of  our  James,  Hyde,  and  Bemhard.  See  his 
aUy-written  BiU,  AcroanuUieaf  pp.  1,  6. 

f  "Sivede  Amort  Ltbrorum,"  The  first  edition,  hitherto  so  acknowledjged,  of 
this  entertaining  work,  was  printed  at  Spires,  by  John  and  Conrad  Hist,  in  1488. 
ito.  a  book  of  great  rarity— according  to  .Clement,  vol.  v.  485 ;  Bauer  {SuppL 
BOd,  Libr.  Marior,  pt.  L  276) ;  Maichelius,  p.  127 ;  and  Morhof,  vol.  L  187. 
Mons.  De  La  Sema  Santander  has  assigned  the  date  of  1478  to  this  edition  : 
see  his  Diet.  Bibliog.  Chou,  vol.  ii.  267, — ^but^  above  all,  consult  Clement— to 
whom  Fanser,  vol.  iii.  p.  22,  very  properly  refers  his  readers.  And  yet  some  of 
Clement's  authorities  do  not  exactly  bear  him  out  in  the  identification  of  this 
impression.  Mattaire,  vol.  L  449,  does  not  appear  to  have  ever  seen  a  copy  o' 
it :  but,  what  is  rather  extraordinary.  Count  Kacarty  has  a  copy  of  a  Cologne 
edition  in  4to,  of  the  date  of  1478.  No  other  edition  of  it  is  known  to  have 
been  printed  till  the  year  1500 ;  when  two  impressions  of  this  date  were  published 
at  Paris,  in  4to :  the  one  by  Philip  for  Petit,  of  which  both  Clement  and 
Fabrioius  {BihL  Med,  et  Inf,  JEtaL  vol  i.  842,  &c.)  were  ignorant ;  but  of  which» 
a  copy,  according  to  Panzer,  vol.  ii.  886,  should  seem  to  be  in  the  public  library 
at  Oottingen ;  the  other,  by  Badius  Ascensius,  is  somewhat  more  commonly 
known.  A  century  elapsed  before  this  work  was  deemed  deserving  of  republi- 
cation ;  when  the  country  that  had  given  birth  to,  and  the  university  that  had 
directed  the  studies  of,  its  illustrious  author,  put  forth  an  inelegant  reprint  of  it 
in  4to.  1699— from  which  some  excerpts  will  be  found  in  the  ensuing  pages— but 
in  the  meantime  the  reader  may  consult  the  title-page  account  of  Herbert, 
voL  iii.  p.  1408.  Of  none  of  these  latter  editions  were  the  sharp  eyes  of  Clement 
ever  blessed  with  a  sight  of  a  copy  1  See  his  BibL  Cwreute,  &c.  voL  v.  488. 

The  17th  century  made  some  atonement  for  the  negligence  of  the  past,  in 
regard  to  Biohabd  De  Burt.  At  Frankfort  his  Pkilobiblum  was  reprinted,  with 
*'  a  Century  of  Philological  Letters,"  collected  by  Goldastus,  in .  1610,  8vo — and 
this  same  work  appeared  again,  at  Leipsic,  in  1674,  8vo.  At  length  the  famous 
Schmidt  put  forth  an  edition,  with  some  new  pieces,  "  t3rpis  et  sumtibus  Qeorgii 
Wolffgangii  Hammii,  Acad.  Typog.  1703,"  4to.  Of  this  latter  edition,  neither 
•  llaichelius  nor  the  last  editor  of  Morhof  take  notice.    It  may  be  worth  while 
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Richard  Db  Bury  ;  who  was  bishop  of  Durham  at  the 
close  of  the  14th  centnry,  and  tutor  to  Edward  III.  I 
will  at  present  say  nothing  about  the  merits  and  demerits 
of  this  short  treatise;  only  I  may  be  permitted  to  ob* 
serve,  with  satisfaction,  that  the  head  of  the  same  see, 
at  the  present  day,  has  given  many  proofs  of  his  attach- 
ment to  those  studies,  and  of  his  reward  of  such  merit 
as  attracted  the  notice  of  his  iUustrious  predecessor.  It 
is  with  pain  that  I  am  compelled  to  avow  the  paucity  of 
publications,  in  our  own  country,  of  a  nature  similar  to 
the  PhUobiblion  of  De  Bury,  even  for  two  coittiries  after 
it  was  composed;  but  while  Leland  was  making  his 
library-tour,  under  the  auspices  of  that  capricious  tyrant 
Henry  VIII.,  many  works  were  planned  abroad,  which 
greatly  facilitated  the  researches  of  the  learned. 

Among  the  men  who  first  helped  to  dear  away  the 
rubbish  that  impeded  the  progress  of  the  student,  was 
the  learned  and  modest  Conrad  Gbsner  ;  at  once  a 
scholar,  a  philosopher,  and  a  bibliographer :  and  upon 
whom  Julius  Scaliger,  Theodore  Beza,  and  De  Thoo, 
have   pronounced    noble    eulogiums.*      His    BibUatheca 


adding  that  tho  subscription  in  red  ink,  which  Fabridus  (ibid.)  notioes  as  htlbag 
subjoined  to  a  vellum  MS.  of  this  work,  in  his  own  possession — and  which  states 
that  it  was  finished  at  Auckland,  in  the  year  1348,  in  the  58th  of  its  author,  aad 
at  the  close  of  the  11th  year  of  his  episcopacy — may  be  found,,  in  snbstanoe,  in 
Heame's  edition  of  Leiand's  ColUetanea,  toL  iL  885,  edit.  1774. 

*  His  BiUiotheea,  or  Caialoffut  Unwenalit,  dErc,  was  first  printed  in  a  handsome 
folio  Tolume  at  Zurich,  1545.  Lycosthyne  put  forth  a  wretched  abridgement  of 
this  work,  which  was  printed  by  the  learned  Oporinns,  in  4to,  1551.  Robert 
Constantine,  the  lexicographer,  also  abridged  and  published  it  in  1565,  Pwia,  Sro  ; 
and  William  Canter  is  said  by  Labbe  to  have  written  notes  upoo  Simler^s  edition, 
which  Baillet  took  for  granted  to  be  in  existence,  and  laments  not  to  have  aeen 
them  ;  but  he  is  properly  corrected  by  De  La  Monnoye,  who  reminds  us  that  it 
was  a  mere  report,  which  Labbe  gave  as  he  found  iL  I  never  saw  Simler's  own 
editions  of  his  excellent  abridgement  and  enlargement  of  it  in  1555  and  1674 ; 
but  Frisius  published  it,  with  great  improvements,  in  1583,  foL,  adding  many 
articles,  and  abridging  and  omitting  many  others.  Although  this  latter  edition 
be  called  the  tdU.  opt.  it  will  be  evident  that  the  ecUtio  oriffinalii  is  yet  a  desi- 
deratum in  every  bibliographical  collection.  Nor  indeed  does  Frisius'a  edition 
take  away  the  necessity  of  consulting  a  supplement  to  Geener,  which  ^>peared  at 
the  end  of  the  BibliothSqne  Franifnse  of  Du  Verdier,  1584.  It  may  be  worth 
stating  that  Hallevordius's  Btbliotkeea  Curidict,  1656^  1687,  4to,  is  little 
than  a  supplement  to  the  preceding  work. 
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UniversaUs  was  the  first  things  since  the  discovery  of  the 
art  of  printing,  which  enabled  the  curious  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  works  of  preceding  authors :  thus 
kindling,  by  the  light  of  such  a  lamp,  the  fire  of  emulation 
among  his  contemporaries  and  successors.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  say  that  die  BibBotheca  of  Gesner  is  any  thing 
like  perfect,  even  as  far  as  it  goes :  but,  considering  that 
the  author  had  to  work  with  his  own  materials  alone,  and 
that  the  degree  of  fame  and  profit  attached  to  such  a 
publication  was  purely  speculative,  he  undoubtedly  merits 
the  thanks  of  posterity  for  having  completed  it  even  in 
the  manner  in  which  it  has  come  down  to  us.  Consider 
Gresner  as  the  father  of  bibliography ;  and  if,  at  the  sale 
of  Malvolio's  busts,  there'  be  one  of  this  great  man,  pur- 
chase it,  good  Lisardo,  and  place  it  over  the  portico  of 
your  library. 

Lis.  All  this  is  very  well.  Proceed  with  the  patriarchal 
age  of  your  beloved  bibliography. 

Lysand.  I  was  about  resuming,  with  observing  that 
our  Bale  speedily  imitated  the  example  of  Gresner,  in 
putting  forth  his  BritannuB  Scriptores;*  the  materials 
of  the  greater  part  of  which  were  supplied  by  Leland. 
This  work  is  undoubtedly  necessary  to  every  Englishman, 

The  PcandteU  of  Gecmer,  1548,  fol.  are  also  well  woiih  the  bibliographer's 
notice.  Each  of  the  20  books,  of  which  the  volome  is  oomposed,  is  preceded  by 
an  interesting  dedicatory  epistle  to  some  eminent  printer  of  day.  Consult 
Baillet's  JugemtiM  da  Savant,  vol.  vL  p.  11.  Bibl,  Cfrevau  toI.  ▼.  p.  278 ;  upon 
this  latter  work  more  particularly  ;  and  Morhof  s  PolykuUtr,  iMeratr,  toL  L  197> 
and  Vogfs  Catalog,  Libr.  Rariar,,  p.  164:  upon  the  former.  Although,  the 
DieUonnaire  Hiitorique,  published  at  Caen,  in  1789,  notices  the  botanical  and 
lexicographical  works  of  Gresner,  it  has  omitted  to  mention  these  Pandects  :  which 
however,  are  uncommon. 

*  The  first  edition  of  this  work,  under  the  title  of  "lUuttrium  maiorw  Bri' 
tannia  Scriptcrum,  hoe  est,  Angla,  Cambrice,  ac  Sootux  mmmarium,  in  qwunoM 
eeniminat  divtswti,  ^,  was  printed  at  Ipswich,  in  1548,  4to.,  containing  three 
aapposed  portraits  of  Bale,  and  a  spurious  one  of  Wioliffe*  Of  the  half  length 
portrait  of  Bale,  upon  a  single  leaf,  as  noticed  by  Herbert,  voL  liL  1457,  I  have 
doubts  about  its  appearance  in  all  the  copies.  The  above  work  was  again  pub- 
lished at  BasU,  by  Opomius,  in  1559,  foL,  greatly  enlarged  and  corrected,  with  a 
magnificent  half  length  portoait  of  Bale,  from  which  the  one  in  a  subsequent 
part  of  this  work  was  either  copied  on  a  reduced  scale,  or  of  which  it  was  the 
prototype.  His  majesty  has  perhaps  the  finest  copy  of  this  last  edition  of  Bale's 
Sariptares  BrUannice,  in  existence. 
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but  its  errors  are  manifold.  Let  me  now  introduce  to 
your  notice- the  little  work  of  Florian  Treplbr,  pub- 
lished in  1560  ;*  also  the  first  thing  in  its  kind^  and  inti- 
mately connect^  with  our  present  subject.  The  learned, 
it  is  true,  were  not  much  pleased  with  it ;  but  it  afforded 
a  rough  outline  upon  which  Naudseus  afterwards  worked, 
and  produced^  as  you  will  find,  a  more  pleasing  and 
perfect  picture.  A  few  years  after  this,  appeared  the 
Erotemata  of  Michael  NEANDER;t  in  the  long  and  learned 
preface  to  which,  and  in  the  catalogue  of  his  and  oi 
Melancthon's  works  subjoined,  some  brilliant  hints  of 
a  bibliographical  nature  were  thrown  out,  quite  suffi- 
cient to  inflame  the  lover  of  book-anecdotes  with  a 
desire  of  seeing  a  work  perfected  according  to  such 
a  plan :  but  Neander  was  unwilling,  or  unable,  to  put 
his  design  into  execution.  Bibliography,  however, 
now  began  to  make  rather  a  rapid  progress;  and, 
in  France,  the  ancient  writers  of  history  and  poetry 
seemed  to  live  again  in  the  BibUotheque  Franfoise 
of  La  Croix  du  Maine  and  Du  Verdi er. J     Nor  were 

*  LesSavaDsn'ont  Dullement^U  satisfaits  des  r^^Ies  presoritos  par  Flobiah 
Treffeb  (Trefler)  le  premier  dont  on  connoisse  un  ^rit  sur  ce  sujet  [de  la 
disposifion  des  livres  dans  une  biblioth^ue].  Sa  m^tbode  de  claaser  les  livres  fut 
imprlm^ek  Augsbourg  eu  1560."  Camus:  Memoirtt  de  F  JiuHtiit.  vol.  i.  646. 
The  title  is  **  Methodus  Ordinandi  Bibliotheoam,"  Aufifusts,  1560.  The  extreme 
rarity  of  this  book  does  not  appear  to  have  arisen  from  its  utility — if  the  authority 
quoted  by  Vogt,  p.  857,  edit.  1798,  may  be  credited.  Bauer  repeats  Yogi's 
account ;  and  Teisser,  Morhof,  and  Baillet,  overlook  the  work. 

t  It  would  appear,  from  Morhof,  that  Nbander  meditated  the  publication  of 
a  work  similar  to  the  PandecU  of  Oesner ;  which  would,  in  all  probability^  hm.f 
greatly  excelled  it.  The  "  Erotemata  Oraecas  Lingual*  was  published  at  Baail 
in  1565,  8vo.  Ck)n8ult  Polyhist.  Liter,  vol.  i.  199  :  Jugemena  des  Savan$,  vol.  iiL 
art.  887,  but  more  particularly  Niceron's  Memoiret  des  Hommes  Jiltulres,  voL  zzz. 
In  regard  to  Neander,  Vogt  has  given  the  title  at  length  t&  sufficiently  tenapi- 
ing  one  t)  calling  the  work  "  very  rare,'*  and  the  preface  of  Neander  (which  ia 
twice  the  length  of  the  work)  "curious  and  erudite.*'  See  his^ato^.  LUtror, 
Rariar.,  p.  614,  edit.  1793. 

X  La  Croix  Du  Maine's  book  appeared  toward  the  end  of  the  year  1584  ;  and 
that  of  his  coadjutor,  Anthont  Verdier,  in  the  beginning  of  thesubeequeniyear. 
They  are  both  in  folio,  and  are  usually  bound  in  one  volume.  Of  these  worka, 
the  first  is  the  rarest  and  best  executed  ;  but  the  very  excellent  edition  of  both  of 
them,  by  De  La  Monnote  and  Juviont,  in  six  volumes,  4to,  1772,  which  has  re- 
alized the  patriotic  wishes  of  Baillet,  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired  in  the  old  edi- 
tions—and  these  are  accordingly  dropping  fast  into  annihilation.    It  would  appaar 
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the  contemporaneous  similar  efforts  of  Cardona  to  be 
despised:  a  man^  indeed,  skilled  in  various  erudition, 
and  distinguished  fbr  his  unabating  perseverance  in 
examining  all  the  mss.  and  printed  books  that  came  in 
his  way.  The  manner,  slight  as  it  was,  in  which  Car- 
dona* mentioned  the  Vatican  library,  aroused  the  pa- 
triotic ardor  of  Pansa;  who  published  his  BibUotheca 
Vaticana,  in  the  Italian  language,  in  the  year  1590; 
and  in  the  subsequent  year  appeared  the  x^ybI  pro- 
duction of  Angblus  Rogcha,  written  in  Latin,  under 
the  same  title.t    The  magnificent  establishment  of  the 

from  an  advertfaement  of  De  Bure,  subjoined  to  his  catalogue  of  Count  Macarty's 
books,  1779,  8vo.,  that  there  were  then  remahung  onlj  eleven  copies  of  this  new 
edition  upon  labob  fafbb,  which  were  sold  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  livres. 
daude  Verdier,  son  of  Antony,  who  published  a  supplement  to  Gesner's  Biblio- 
thecay  and  a  "Centio  auctorum  omnium  veterum  et  reee/Uiorum,"  affected  to 
censure  his  father's  work,  and  declared  that  nothing  but  parental  respect  could 
have  induced  him  to  consent  to  its  publication — but  consult  the  Jvgemens  des 
Savcuu,  vol,  iL,  87-8,  upon  Claude's  filial  affection;  and  Morhofs  Polyhitt, 
LUarar,f  toL  i,  176,  concerning  the  "  Cenrio,"  ko, — **  misere,"  exclaims  Morbof, 
''  iUe  ooTTOs  delndit  hiantes :  nam  ubi  censuram  suam  ezercet,  manifestum 
hominis  phrenesin  facile  deprehendas  1"  The  ancient  editions  are  well  described 
in  BM.  Cr€ve%,i  vol.  v.,  277-8,  edit.  1776 — ^but  more  particularly  by  De  Bure, 
nos.  602Q-1.  A  copy  of  the  ancient  edition  was  sold  at  West's  sale  for  2L  15«, 
See  BibL  We^,  No.  934. 

*  John  Baptist  Cabdona,  a  learned  and  industrious  writer,  and  bishop  of 
Tortosa,  published  a  quarto  volume  at  Tarracona,  in  1537,  4ta — compreheuding 
the  following  four  pieces :  1.  Dt  regia  Sancti  Lainentii  Biblioiheca  ;  2.  De  Bib- 
Uoikeeit  (Bx  Fulvio  Urtino,)  et  Dt  Bihliotheca  Vatica/aa  (ex  Omphrii  SckedU)  : 
,8w  De  Bxpurgandis  haeretioorum  propriis  nominvtms:  4.  De  Dipthycis,  Of  these, 
the  fint,  in  which  he  treats  of  collecting  all  manner  of  useful  books,  and  having 
able  librarians,  and  in  which  he  strongly  exhorts  Philip  IT.  to  put  the  Escurial 
library  into  good  order,  is  the  most  valuable  to  the  bibliographer.  Vogt,  p.  224, 
gives  us  two  authorities  to  shew  the  rarity  of  this  book ;  and  BoiUot  refers  us  to 
the  Bibliotheca  Hitpana  of  Antonio. 

i*  MunuB  Pakza's  work,  under  the  title  of  JlagionametUi  della  LUraria 
laiieana.  Borne,  1590,  4to.,  and  Anoelus  Rocoha's,  that  of  Bihliotheca 
Apottoliea  Vaticana,  Home,  1591,  4to.,  relate  rather  to  the  ornaments  of  architec- 
tore  and  painting,  than  to  a  useful  and  critical  analysis,  or  a  numbered  catalogue, 
of  the  books  withm  the  Vatican  library.  The  authors  of  both  are  accused  by 
Morfaof  of  introducing  quite  extraneous  and  uninteresting  matter.  Boccha's 
book,  however,  is  worth  possessing,  as  it  is  frequently  quoted  by  bibliographers. 
How  far  it  may  be  "  Liber  valde  quidem  rams,"  as  Vogt  intimates,  I  will  not 
pretend  to  determine.  It  has  a  plate  of  the  Vatican  Library,  and  another  of 
St.  Peter's  CathedraL    The  reader  may  consult,  also,  the  Jiigemens  des  Savant, 
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Vatican  press,  under  the  auspices  of  Pope  Sixtns  V. 
and  Clement  VIII.  and  under  the  typographical  direc- 
tion of  the  grandson  of  Aldus,*  called  forth  these  publi- 
cations— which  might,  however,  have  been  executed 
with  more  splendour  and  credit. 

Let  us  here  not  forget  that  the  celebrated  LiPSius 
condescended  to  direct  his  talents  to  the  subject  of 
libraries ;  and  his  very  name,  as  Baillet  justly  remarks, 
'^  is  sufficient  to  secure  respect  for  his  work,"  however 
slender  it  may  be.f  We  now  approach,  with  the  mention 
of  Lipsius,  die  opening  of  the  17th  century ;  a  period 
singularly  fertile  in  bibliographical  productions.  I  will 
not  pretend  to  describe,  minutely,  even  the  leading 
authors  in  this  department.  The  works  of  Putranus  can 
be  only  slightly  alluded  to,  in  order  to  notice  the  more 
copious  and  valuable  ones  of  Possbvinus  and  of 
ScHOTTUS  ;%  men  who  were  ornaments  to  their  country^ 

Tol.  VL,  p.  141.  My  copy  of  this  work,  purchased  at  the  sale  of  Dr.  Heath's 
books,  has  a  few  pasted  printed  sUps  in  the  margins— some  of  them  sufficieDtly 
curious. 

*  Consult  Renoiiard's  L'lmprimene  des  Aide,  toL  ii»  12^  fro.  One  of  the 
grandest  works  which  ever  issued  from  the  Vatican  press,  under  the  saperin- 
tendenoe  of  Aldus,  was  the  vulgate  bible  of  Pope'Sixtus  V.,  1690,  foL,  the  ooplas 
of  which,  upon  LA.RGB  paper,  are  sufficiently  well  known  and  coreted.  A  r^rj 
pleasing  and  satisfactory  account  of  this  publication  will  be  found  in  the  Hcne 
Biblieee  of  Mr.  Charles  Butler,  a  gentleman  who  has  long  and  justly  maintained 
the  rare  character  of  a  profound  lawyer,  an  elegant  scholar^. and  a  well-Tened 
antiquary  and  philologist. 

f  liiFsnis  published  his  Syntagma  de  Btbiioikeeit,  at  Antwerp,  in  1608,  4ta> 
'*  in  quo  de  ritibus  Tariis  et  antiqoitatibus  circa  rem  bibliothecariam  agitur.**  Ab 
improved  edition  of  it,  by  Maderus,  was  printed  at  Helmstadt^  in  1606,  ito.,  with 
other  curious  bibliographical  opuscula.  A  third  edition  of  it  was  pot  forth  bj 
Schmid,  at  the  same  placo,  in  1702,  4to.  Consult  Morhof.   Poiy,  IaL,  voL  L,  188. 

t  "Scripsit  et  Ertcius  Pcteanus  librum  De  Usu  BtbHotkeag  el  fmiitm 
specialim  Bibiiotheea  Ambrotiana  MedioL,  in  8vo.,  1606^  editum,  aUomqiie,  cai 
titulus  Auipieia  Bihliotkeca  LavanieHsu,  an.  1639,  in  4to.''  Morhof.  «' R  fa 
true,"  says  Baillet,  "  that  this  Puteanus  passed  for  a  goasipping  sort  of  wiitor, 
and  for  a  great  maker  of  little  books,  but  he  was,  notwithstanding^  a  Tety  clay 
feUow."  Jugement  det  Savaiu,  vol.  iL,  150.  In  the  BibL  Crev.,  voL  T.,  811,  wiU 
be  found  one  of  his  letters,  never  before  published.  He  died  in  1646.  P(Mi^ 
▼urns  published  a  BihUotheca  seleeta  and  ApparaiuM  soeer— of  the  IbmMr 
of  which,  the  Cologne  edition  of  1607,  folio,  and  of  the  latter,  that  of  1806, 
are  esteemed  the  most  complete.  The  first  work  is  considered  by  MothoC  as 
less  valuable  than  tho  second.    The  "Aifparatiu"  he  deeignateaaa  a  book  of 
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and  whose  literary  and  bibliographical  publications  have 
secured  to  them  the  gratitude  of  posterity.  While  the 
labours  of  these  authors  were  enriching  the  republic  of 
literature,  and  kindling  all  around  a  love  of  valuable 
and  curious  books,  the  BibUotheca  Historica  of  Boldu- 
ANUS,  and  the  BibUotheca  Classica  of  Draudius*  highly 
gratified  the  generality  of  readers,  and  enabled  the 
student  to  select,  with  greater  care  and  safety,  such 
editions  of  authors  as  were  deserving  of  a  place  in  their 
libraries. 

The  name  of  Du  Chbsnb  can  never  be  pronounced  by 
a  sensible  Frenchman  without  emotions  of  gratitude. 
His  BibUotheca  Historiarum  QaUicR  first  published  in 
the  year  1627,  8vo. — although  more  immediately  useful  to 
foreigners  than  to  ourselves,  is  nevertheless  worth  men- 
tioning. Morhof,  if  I  recollect  aright,  supposes  there 
was  a  still  later  edition  ;  but  he  probably  confused  with 
this  work  the  Series  Atictorum,  2fc.  de  Francorum  His- 
toriax^   of  which    two    handsome    folio    editions    were 

xmiher  extraordinaiy  merit  and  utility.  Of  the  author  of  both  these  treatises, 
arane  have  extolled  lus  talents  to  the  skies,  others  have  depreciated  them  in 
proportion.  His  literary  character,  however,  upon  the  whole,  places  him  in  the 
first  class  of  bibliogr&phers.  Consult  the  Po(yAu<.  LUerar,,  vol.  i.,  175.  He  was 
one  of  the  earliest  bibliographers  who  attacked  the  depraved  taste  of  the  Italian 
printers  in  adopting  licentious  capital-initial  letters.  Catherinot,  in  his  ylrt 
dTimprimer,  p.  8,  makes  the  same  complaint :  so  Baillet  informs  us,  vol.  i.,  pt.  i., 
p.  18,  edit.  1726  :  vol.  iiL,  pt.  1,  p.  78.  Schottus's  work,  eU  BibL  claris  Hispanue 
virit,  France,  1608,  4ta,  is  forgotten  in  the  splendour  of  Antonio's  similar 
production;  but  it  had  great  merit  in  its  day.  Jugement  det  iSavans,  yol.  ii., 
pt.  1, 182,  edit  1725. 

*  BOLDUANUB  published  a  Tkeological  (Jena,  1614)  and  Pkiloiophico  Pkilo- 
lofficfU  (JensB,  1616),  as  well  as  an  HuU/rical  (Lipsis,  1620),  library  ;  but  the 
latter  work  has  the  pre-eminence.  Yet  the  author  lived  at  too  great  a  distance, 
wanting  the  requisite  materials,  and  took  his  account  chiefly  from  the  Frankfort 
catalogue*— some  of  which  were  sufficiently  erroneous.  Polyhitt,  Literar. 
voL  L,  199.  See  also  the  very  excellent  historical  catalogue,  comprehending  the 
Ist  ohap.  of  Meusers  new  edition  of  Struvius*s  BibL  Biflor,,  vol.  L,  p.  26. 
DiuuDdUB'B  work  is  more  distinguished  for  its  arrangement  than  for  its  execu- 
tion in  detaiL  It  was  very  useful,  however,  at  the  period  when  it  was  published. 
My  edition  is  of  the  date  of  1611,  4ta  :  but  a  second  appeared  at  Frankfort, 
in  1625,  4to. 

i*  The  reader  will  find  a  good  account  of  some  of  the  scarcer  works  of  Du 
Chesne  in  Vogt's  Catalog.  Libror,  Barior,,  p.  248,  &c,  and  of  the  life  and  literary 
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published  by  Cramoisy.    French    writers    of  bibliogra- 
phical eminence  now  begin  to  crowd  fast  upon  us. 

Lis.  But  what  becomes  of  the  English,  Spanish,   and 
Italian  bibliographers  all  this  while  ? 

Lysand.  The  reproach  of  Morhof  is  I  fear  too  just ; 
namely  that,  although  we  had  produced  some  of  the  most 
learned,  ingenious,  and  able  men  in  Europe — Clovers  and 
patrons  of  literature — yet  our  librarians,  or  university 
scholars,  were  too  lazy  to  acquaint  the  world  with  the 
treasures  which  were  contained  in  the  several  libraries 
around  them.*  You  cannot  expect  a  field-marshal,  or  a 
statesman  in  office,  or  a  nobleman,  or  a  rich  man  of  ex- 
tensive connections,  immersed  in  occupations  both  press- 
ing and  unavoidable — doggedly  to  set  down  to  a  CSa- 
tcdogue  Raisonne  of  his  books,  or  to  an  analysis  of  the 
different  branches  of  literature — while  his  presence  is 
demanded  in  the  field,  in  the  cabinet,  or  in  the  senate — 
or  while  all  his  bells,  at  home,  fix>m  the  massive  outer 
gate  to  the  retired  boudoir,  are  torn  to  pieces  with  ringing^ 
and  jingling  at  the  annunciation  of  visitors — you  cannot, 
I  say,  my  good  Lisardo,  call  upon  a  person,  thus  occu- 
pied, to  produce — or  expect  from  him,  in  a  situation  thus 
harassed,  the  production  of— any  solid  bibliographical 
publication  ;  but  you  have  surely  a  right  to  expect  that 
librarians,  or  scholars,  who  spend  the  greater  part  of 
their  time  in  public  libraries,  will  vouchsafe  to  apply 
their  talents  in  a  way  which  may  be  an  honour  to  their 
patrons,  and  of  service  to  their    country.f    Not    to  walk 

labours  of  this  illustrious  man  in  the  7th  Tolnme  of  Nioeron's  ifesMtrsff  dm 
Hommes  Illuitres, 

*  See  the  note  at  p.  29,  ante.  "  It*  is  a  pity,"  says  Morhof,  'Ithat  tlie  DfUdi 
had  such  little  curiosity  about  the  literary  history  of  their  country — but  the 
Bn{fli$h  were  yet  more  negligent  and  incurious." — And  yet^  Germany,  Fraaoa^ 
and  Italy,  had  already  abounded  with  treasures  of  this  kind  !  I 

f  Senebier,  who  put  forth  a  very  useful  and  elegantly  printed  catalogue  of  the 
MSS.  in  the  public  library  of  GenoTa,  1779,  8to.,  has  the  following  obsarfatioiit 
upon  this  subject — which  I  introduce  with  a  necessary  proviso,  or  canttoii,  that 
novha-day$  his  reproaches  cannot  affect  us.  We  are  making  ample  amende  for 
past  negligence ;  for,  to  notice  no  others,  the  labours  of  those  gentlemen  who 
preside  over  the  Britzsh  Museum   abundantly   prove  our  present  indmttj. 
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widi  folded  arms  from  one  extremity  of  a  long  room  (oi 
120  feet)  to  anoAer,  and  stop  at  every  window  to  gaze 
on  an  iiidustrious  gardener,  or  watch  the  slow  progress 
of  a  melancholy  crow  "  making  wing  to  the  rooky  wood," 
nor  yet,  in  winter,  to  sit  or  stand  inflexibly  before  the 
fire,  with  a  duodecimo  jest  book-  or  novel  in  their  hands 
— ^bat  to  look  around  and  catch,  from  the  sight  of  so 
much  wisdom  and  so  much  worth,  a  portion  of  that 
laudable  emulation  with  which  the  Gesners,  the  Baillets, 
and  the  Le  Longs  were  inspired  ;  to  hold  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  the  illustrious  dead  ;  to  speak  to  them 
without  the  fear  of  contradiction ;  to  exclaim  over  their 
beauties  without  the  dread  of  ridicule,  or  of  censure ; 
to  thank  them  for  what  they  have  done  in  transporting  us 
to  other  times,  and  introducing  us  to  other  worlds; 
and  constantly  to  feel  a  deep  and  unchangeable  con- 
viction of  the  necessity  of  doing  all  the  good  in  our 
power,  and  in  our  way,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
are  to  survive  us  ! 

Phil.  Hear  him,  hear  him  !* 

Lis.  But  what  is  become,  in  the  while,  of  the  Eng- 
lish, Italian,  and  Spanish  bibliographers — in  the  seven- 
teenth century? 

Lysand.  I  beg  pardon  for  the  digression ;  but  the 
less  we  say    of  these,    during    this    period,    the   better ; 

Thva  speaks  Senebier :  '  111  sembleroit  d'  abord  ^toonant  qu'on  alt  tant  trad^ 
k  composer  le  Catalogae  des  Manuscripts  de  la  Biblioth^que  de  Geneve  ;  mais 
on  pent  faire  plus  raisoniiablemeiit  oe  reproche  aux  Biblioth^caires  bien  pay^s  et 
usiquement  oocnp^  de  leur  ▼ocation^  qui  sent  les  d^positaires  de  tant  de  ool]ec> 
tions  pi^oieuses  qu*on  voit  en  Italie,  en  France,  en  Allemagne,  et  en  Angleterre  ; 
Hb  le  mtfriteront  d'  autant  mieux,  qu'ils  privent  le  public  des  pieces  plus  pr^ 
oieuseSy  et  qu'ils  ont  plusieun  aids  intelligens  qui  peuvent  les  dispenser  de  la 
partie  le  plus  m^ohanlque  et  la  plus  ennuyeuse  de  ce  travail,  ko, 

*  This  mode  of  exdammation  or  expression,  like  that  of  cheering  (vide  p.  20, 
ante)  is  also  peculiar  to  our  own  country ;  and  it  is  uttered  by  both  friend  and 
foe.  Thufl^  in  the  senate,  when  a  speaker  upon  one  side  of  the  question  happens 
to  put  an  argument  in  a  strong  point  of  view,  those  of  the  same  party  or  mode  of 
thinking  exclaim — hear  him,  hear  him  I  And  if  he  should  happen  to  state  any 
thing  that  may  favour  the  views,  or  the  mode  of  thinkiug,  of  his  opponents,  these 
latter  also  take  advantage  of  his  eloquence,  and  exclaim,  hear  him*  heaar  him  t 
Happy  the  man  whom  friend  and  foe  alike  delight  to  hear  ! 
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aowi  Tec  joq  mitst  pennit  me  to  recanmemd  to  yoa  the 
work  firf*  PmiEt's  oar  conntrTman,  which  snows  acarocr 
ererr  day.*  We  left  off,  I  think,  wkh  the  mentkm  of 
Do  CbesDe's  works.  Just  about  this  time  omie  finth 
the  elennt  little  work  of  Nal  djcus  ;+  friiich  I  adrise 
JOQ  both  to  pojrchase,  as  it  will  cost  yoa  bat  a  few 
shillings,  and  of  the  aspect  of  which  yoa  may  inform 
yooraelvcs  by  taking  it  down  from  yonder  sheit  Quickly 
afterwards  Claude    Clemext,  **  hand    pasabos  wq^dSy" 


•  pRSCrs'f  work  "IM  n^Au  AmsikiM,"  Pnii^  V5l»,  Aol,  vqL  i,  «m  writfan 
i&  *jpf0mtkxk  to  Bsk^s  (tU.  p.  31,  anfieV  TW  aatbor  wss  a  Imracd  Bomui 
CiSfaAGe ;  bat  did  Mt  Htc  to  pcibuih  tLe  fcconl  Tolnae.  I  mm  ^ad  to  givs 
Hr.  FiAd,  of  XaacLcaUr,  I^  16$.  tot  a  Kaazitd  and  hadij  boand  eopj  off  H. 

t  '^Oabbieui  Xaudjeo   nemo  Tizit   woo   tempore    yyryiT  BflJinthfCMMB 
peritMT  :**  FolyhiM.  Liter.,  toL  L,  187.     "  NAcdxi  scripca  obbw  at  aiiigola  pn»- 
•UustiMnxMk  aukt,"  V<^»  P-  ^I'     ''  La  omragea  de  Xaudf  firent  oobiier  ee  qui 
let  tkrr/jtmt  pr^aM^."  Cuaiu,J/<ak.  /i^  CItuiitmL,  roL  L,  IM.  Altar  these  enlqgiep. 
wbo  wHl  refoM  tfaiA  aatbor'a  'MWj  jmw  </n»vr  ume  BtbUaiUfmt,  Puis,  1827, 
l^f,  ^TO."  a  place  apoo  hifl  nhtf'If  ?    Tnlnckilj,  it  rardy  oomea  actoa  the  aeaxvfa 
«A  the  ke«iieHt  collector.    The  other,  yet  scarcer,  prodaetiooa  of  Xand^  will  be 
fr/n&d  well  deacribed  in  Vogt's  Caitalog.  Libfror.  Rarior.,  p.  610l    The  reader  of 
ancient  poUtica  may  rejoice  in  the  poeseanoD  of  what  ia  called,  the  "  MtunatW* — 
arid  "  C^mn4kraiiomM  politigtm''^'OoneemiDg  which  Vogt  ia   gkmoitfly  diffnaa  ; 
afkd   Pei^jot  (who  baa  copied  from  him,  without   acknowledgemeoi — Bibliogr, 
CnrU*iM,  lip.  49,  5ft, )  may  aji  well  be  consalted.    fiat  the  bibIiogn^)her  will  prefer 
the  "  Addiiians  d  C  nUUnre  de  Louu  X/.,"  1630,  8va,  and  agree  with  Maflcheliiia 
that  a  work  no  uncommon  and  so  curicos  "  otigfat    to  be  reprinted."     See 
U«e    Utter^fi   amusiRg  little    book    *•  Dt  Prtrcipnis    BihlioaecU   ParuiambmM,'* 
pp.  M,  07,  kc.      VzudsBtw  wax  librarian  to  the  famous  Cardinal  Blasarin,  the 
gmt  Maecenas  of  his  day ;  whose  library,  consulting  of  upwards  of  forty  thonaaad 
volumes,  was  the  most  beautiful  and  extensiTe  one  which  France  had  then  ever 
soen.     Its  enthusiastic  librarian,  whom  I  must  be  allowed  to  call  a  very  wonder- 
fiil  Hbliomaniac,  made  constant  journeys,  and  entered  into  a  perpetual  ooiree 
l>tfnt\(jnee,  relating  to  books  and  literary  curiosities.     He  died  at  AbberHle   in 
l'i.'#3,  in  hi^  &3rd  year,  on  returning  from  Sweden,  where  the  famous  Christiaii 
hiul  JnTiterl  him.     Nand^eus's  "Arts,**  dr.,  [nt  supr.]  waa  translated  by  Cheline; 
bat  bis  "Avu  d  Not$eUpuurt  du  ParUineni,  dr."  1652,  4to.~upon  the  sale  of  the 
Cardinafs  library— and  his   "  Remue  dt  la  BlAlioiKfgue  [Da  Cardinal]  emtn  U 
maim  de  M,   Tuheuf,  1651,'*  are  much  scarcer  protluctiona.      A  few  of  theae 
particulars  are  gathere<i  from  Peignot's  Did.  de  la  HiUiolologie,  toL  iL,  p.  I— 
consul!  also  his  Did.   Portatif,  de  Bibliograpkie,  p.  ▼.      In  the  former  work 
J  eipocted  a  copious  piece  of  biography ;  yet,  short  as  it  is,  Peignot  has  sab- 
joined  a  curious  note  from  Naud€*s  **  Coruideratinna  poliOquei'^m  which  the 
author  had  the  hardihood  to  defend   the  massacre   upon  SL   Bartholomew's 
day,  by  one  of  the  strangest  modes  of  reasoning  erer  adopted  by  a  rational 
l>eing. 
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put  forth  his  BibUotlteca  tarn  privatcB  quam  publiciB* 
extructiOy  &c. ;  a  work,  condemned  by  the  best  bibli- 
ographical judges.  But  the  splendour  of  almost  every 
preceding  bibliographer's  reputation  was  eclipsed  by 
that  arising  from  the  extensive  and  excellent  publi- 
cations of  Louis  Jacob  ;t  -  a  name  at  which,  if  we 
except  those  of  Fabricius  and  Muratori,  diligence  itself 
stands  amazed ;  and  concerning  whose  life  and  labours 
it  is  to  be  regretted  that  we  have  not  more  extended 
details.  .The  harsh  and  caustic  manner  in  which  Labbe 
and  Morhof  have  treated  the  works  of  6addius,{  induce 
me  only  to  mention  his  name,  and  to  warn  you  against 
looking  for  much  com  in  a  bam  choked  with  chaff.     We 

*  This  work,  in  four  books,  was  published  at  Lyons,  1685,  4io.  If  it  be  not 
quite  "Much  ado  about  nothing" — it  exhibits,  at  least,  a  great  waste  of  ink  and 
paper.  Morhof  seems  to  seize  with  avidity  BaiUet's  lively  sentence  of  condemn- 
ation— "  II  y  a  trop  de  babil  et  trop  de  ce  que  nous  appellons/otnu^*  dEv. 

f  Le  Pere  Lours  Jacob  published  his  "  TraieK  dts  plus  belles  BibliothSques 
pMiques  et  pcurticulUres,  qui  ont  eaU,  et  qui  sont  d  prStents  dans  le  momde,**  at 
Paris,  in  1644— again  in  1655,  8vo. — in  which  he  first  brought  together  the  scat- 
tered notices  relating  to  libraries,  especially  to  modem  ones.  His  work  is  well 
worth  consultation  ;  although  BaiUet  and  Morhof  do  not  speak  in  direct  terms  of 
praise  concerning  it — and  the  latter  seems  a  little  angry  at  his  giving  the  prefer- 
ence to  the  Parisian  libraries  over  those  of  other  countries.  It  must  be  remem- 
bered that  this  was  published  as  an  unfinished  production  :  as  such,  the  author's 
cniriosity  and  research  are  highly  to  be  commended.  I  have  read  the  greater 
part  of  it  with  considerable  satisfaction.  The  same  person  meditated  the  execu- 
tion of  a  vast  work  in  four  folio  volumes — called  "  La  Bibliothique  univer telle 
eU  Unu  les  AutAeurs  de  France,  qui  ont  eterits  en  quelque  torte  de  sciences  et  de 
iian^«f'*— which,  in  fact,  was  completed  in  1638  :  but,  on  the  death  of  the  author 
it  does  not  appear  what  became  of  it.  Jacob  also  gave  an  account  of  books  as 
they  were  published  at  Paris,  and  in  other  parts  of  France,  from  the  year  1643 
to  1650 ;  which  was  printed  under  the  title  of  Bibliographia  Parisina,  Paris, 
1651,  4to.  Consult  Polyhist.  Liter.,  vol.  i.,  pp.  189,  202 :  Bibl,  Creven.,  voL  ▼.> 
pp.  281,  287.    Jugcmens  des  Savans,  vol.  ii.,  p.  151. 

1^  He  published  a  work  entitled  "  De  seriptortbus  non-ecelesiastieis,** '  1648, 
vol  i,  1649,  vol.  il.,  folio :  in  which  his  opinions  upon  authors  are  given  in  tho 
most  jejune  and  rash  manner.  His  other  works,  which  would  form  a  little  library, 
are  reviewed  by  Leti  with  sufficient  severity :  but  the  poor  man  was  crack 
brained  1  And  yet  some  curious  and  uncommon  things,  gleaned  from  MSS. 
which  bad  probably  never  been  unrolled  or  opened  since  Uieir  execution,  axe  to 
be  found  in  this  "Sciolum  Florentinum,"  as  Labbe  calls  him.  Gonsult  the 
PolyhdsL  Literar,,  vol.  i.,  p.  175. 
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now  approach  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  centoiy; 
when,  stopping  for  a  few  minutes  only,  to  pay  our  re- 
spects to  CiNELLi,  CoNRiNGius,  and  LoMBiBR,*  wc  must 
advance  to  do  homage  to  the  more  iUustrious  names 
of  Labbe,  Lambecius,  and  Baillet ;  not  forgetting,  how- 
ever, the  equally  respectable  ones  of  Antonio  and 
Lipenius. 

Lis.  Pray  discuss  their  works,  or  merits,  seriatim,  as 
the  judges  call  it ;  for  I  feel  overwhelmed  at  the  string 
ing  together  of  such  trisyllabic  names.  These  gentleman, 
as  well  as  almost  every  one  of  their  predecessors,  are 
strangers  to  me ;  and  you  know  my  bashfulness  and 
confusion  in  such  sort  of  company. 

Lysand.  I  hope  to  make  you  better  acquainted  with 
them  after  a  slight  introduction,  and  so  rid  you  of  such 
an  uncomfortable  diffidence.    Let  us  begin  with    LABBB,i* 

*  Magliabechi  pdt  CnvELLi  upon  publiahiDg  his  Btbliotkeea  Volamie,  1677» 
8vo ,  a  pretty  work,  with  a  happy  title ! — ^being  an  indiscriminate  aoooiimt  of 
some  rare  books  which  the  author  picked  up  in  his  travels,  or  saw  in  Ubnries. 
It  was  republished,  with  valuable  additions,  by  Sancassani,  at  Venice^  in  1784^ 
4to.  See  Cat  de  Lomenie^  No.  2563.  Works  of  this  sort  ionn  the  Aba  of 
bibliography !  CoNRniaius  compiled  a  charming  bibliographical  woris,  in  an 
epistolary  form,  under  the  title  of  Bibliotheca  AuguOa ;  which  was  published  at 
Helmstad^  in  1661,  4to.— being  an  account  of  the  library  of  the  Duke  of 
Brunswick,  in  the  castle  of  Wolfenbuttle.  Two  thousand  manuscripts^  and  one 
hundred  and  sixteen  thousand  printed  volumes,  were  then  contained  in  thia 
celebrated  collection.  ELappy  the  owner  of  such  treasures — happy  the  man  who 
describes  them  !  LOMEiEB's,  or  Lomejer's  Jh  BibliotkeeU  Liber  tinguhrxM/* 
Ultraj,  1669—1680,  8vo.,  is  considered  by  Baillet  among  the  best  works  upon 
the  subject  of  ancient  and  modem  libraries.  From  this  book,  Le  Bieor  La 
Oalloib  stole  the  most  valuable  part  of  his  materials  for  his  "  TraUi  de$  pbu 
helUt  £tUuMques  de  f  £un>pe,**  1685,  1697— 12mo. :  the  titie  at  foU  Uoglh 
(a  sufficiently  imposing  one  I)  may  be  seen  in  BibS,  CVweaa.,  voL  v.,  p.  281 ; 
upon  this  latter  treatise,  Morhof  cuttingly  remarks — "  Magnoe  flle  titulns  alwuiiUia 
facit :  sed  pro.thesauris  carbones.**  Poiyhist,  Liierar,,  voL  i.,  p.  191.  Sea  alaa 
"  Jugtwun*  de  Savant,**  voL  iL,  p.  152.  Oallois  dispatches  the  English  Ubrariaa 
in  little  more  than  a  page.  I  possess  the  second  edition  of  Lomeier'i  book 
(1680— with  both  its  title  pages),  which  is  the  last  and  best— and  an  intenatii^ 
little  Tohmie  it  is  1  The  celebrated  Gravius  used  to  speak  vwy  lavoumblj  of 
this  work. 

f  "  Vir,  qui  in  texendis  catalogis  totam  pene  vitam  consnmpsit.''  **  Homo 
ad  Lexioa  ot  Catalogos  oonficiondos  a  naturA  factos."  Such  is  Morhof s  asoount 
of  Labbi  ;  who,  in  the  works  above-mentioned,  in  the  text,  has  obtained  aa 
unperishable  reputation  as   a   bibliographer.     The  BibHoihtea  BibUolkMarmmg 
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who  died  in  the  year  1667^  and  in  the  sixtieth  of  his  own 
age ;  a  man  of  wonderful  memory  and  of  as  wonderfiil 
application — ^whose  whole  life,  according  to  his  bio- 
grapherSyWas  consumed  in  gathering  flowers  from  his 
predecessors,  and  thence  weaving  such  a  chaplet  for  his 
own  brows  as  was  never  to  know  decay.  His  Nova 
BibSotheca,  and  BibUotheca  BibUothecarum  Manuscript- 
arum,  are  the  principal  works  which  endear  his  memory 
to  bibliographers.  More  learned  than  Labbe  was 
Lambbcius  ;*  whose  Commentaru  de  BibUotheca  Casared" 


a thiok duodecimo,  or  crown  octavo,  has  run  through  Beveral  impressions;  of 
which  the  Leipsio  edit,  of  1682^  is  as  good  as  any ;  but  Tbibseb,  in  his  work 
under  the  same  title,  ^686,  4tb.,  has  greatly  excelled  Labbe's  production,  as  well 
by  his  ooirections  of  errata  as  by  his  additions  of  some  hundreds  of  authors. 
The  £ihlwtkeea  If wnumaria  ia  another  of  Labbe's  well-known  perf ormauoes :  in 
the  first  part  of  which  he  gives  an  account  of  those  who  have  written  concerning 
medals — in  the  second  part,  of  those  who  have  publishe  separate  accounts  of 
coins,  weights,  and  measures.  This  is  usually  appended  to  the  preceding  work, 
and  is  so  published  by  Teisser.  The  liantiua  Suppellectilis  was  an  unfinished 
production ;  and  the  Specimen  novas  Bthlioiheea  Manutcripiorum  LUnrorum, 
Paris,  1658,  4to.,  is  too  imperfectly  executed  for  the  exercise  of  rigid  criticism  ; 
although  Baillet  calls  it  '  useful  and  curious.'  Consult  the  PoltfhuL  Literar,^ 
▼oL  i,  197,  208  :  and  Juffement  dUs  Savtuis,  voL  ii.,  pt.  1,  p.  24,  edit.  1725.  A 
list  of  Labbe's  works,  fimshed,  unfinished,  and  projected,  was  published  at  Paris, 
in  ld56  and  1662.  He  was  joint  editor  with  Cossart  of  that  tremendously 
volumin<9]s  work—the  "  Collectio  Maxima  Conciliorum"— 1672,  18  volumes, 
folio. 

*  LAXBBCins  died  at^  one  may  almost  say,  the  premature  age  of  52 :  and  the 
above  work  (in  eight  folio  volumes),  which  was  left  unfinished  in  consequence, 
(being  publkhed  between  the  years  1665-79  inclusive)  gives  us  a  magnificene 
idea  of  what  its  author  would  have  accomplished  [see  particularly  Reimanni 
JBibL  Acroamaiica,  p.  51]  had  it  pleased  Providence  to  prolong  so  valuable  an 
existence.  It  was  originally  sold  lor  24  imperieUi ;  but  at  the  commencement 
of  the  18th  oentniy  for  not  less  than  80  ihaUri,  and  a  copy  of  it  was  scarcely 
ever  to  be  met  with.  Two  reasons  have  been  assigned  for  its  great  rarity,  and 
especially  for  that  of  the  8th  volume ;  the  one,  that  Lambecius's  heir,  impatient 
at  the  slow  sale  of  the  work,  sold  many  copies  of  it  to  the  keepers  of  herb-stalls: 
the  other,  that,  when  the  author  was  lying  on  his  death-bed,  his  servant  maid,  at 
the  suggestion  and  from  the  stinginess  of  the  same  heir,  burnt  many  copies  of 
this  eighth  volume  [which  had  recently  left  the  press]  to  light  the  fire  in  the 
ohamber.  This  intelligence  I  glean  from  Vogt,  p.  495 :  it  had  escaped  Baillet 
and  Morhof.  But  consult  De  Bure,  vol.  vi,  Nos.  6004-5.  Beimannus  published 
a  BiUioiktea  AcroamcUioa,  Hanov.,  1712>,  8vo.,  which  is  both  an  entertaioing 
volume  and  a  useful  compendium  of  Lambecius's  immense  work.  But  in  the 
years  1766-82;  KoLLasius  publiohed  a  new  and  improved  edition  of  the  entire 
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Vindobonensis,  with  Nesselius's  supplement  to  the  same, 
[1096,  2  vols.  foL]  and  KoUarius's  new  edition  of  both, 
form  one  of  the  most  curious  and  important,  as  weU  as 
elaborate,  productions  in  the  annals  of  literature  and 
bibliography.  Less  extensive,  but  more  select,  valuable, 
and  accurate,  in  its  choice  and  execution  of  objects,  is 
the  BibUotheca  Hispana  Vetus  et  Nova  of  Nicholas 
Antonio  ;*  the  first,  and  the  best,  bibliognraphical  work 
which  Spain,  notwithstanding  her  fine  palaces  and 
libraries,  has  ever  produced.  If  neither  Philemon  nor 
yourself,  Lisardo,  possess  this  latter  work  [and  T  do  not 
see  it  upon  the  shelves  of  this  cabinet],  seek  for  it  with 

oommentarios,  in  six  folio  volumes ;  embodying  in  this  gigantic  undertaking  the 
remarks  which  were  scattered  in  his  Afuilecta  Monumewtorum  onutit  avi  VtHdcho- 
nentia,"  in  two  folio  volumes,  1761.  A  posthumous  work  of  KoUarius,  asasnpple- 
ment  to  his  new  edition  of  Lambecius's  Commentaries,  was  published  in  one  folio 
^lume,  1790.  A  complete  set  of  these  volumes  of  Kollarius's  bibliographicel 
labours,  relating  to  the  Vienna  library,  was  in  Sema  Santander's  catalogue,  toI.  W., 
no  6291,  as  well  as  in  Krohn's :  in  which  latter  [n<*.  3554,  8562]  there  are  some  uae- 
fiil  notices.  See  my  account  of  M.  Denis :  post.  Critics  have  accused  these  "  Com- 
mentaries concerning  the  MSS.  in  the  imperial  library  at  Vienna,**  as  containing 
a  great  deal  of  rambling  and  desultory  matter  ;  but  the  vast  erudition,  minute 
research,  and  unabateable  diligence  of  its  author,  will  for  ever  secure  to  him  the 
voice  of  public  praise,  as  loud  and  as  hearty  as  he  has  received  it  from  bis 
abridg^r  Reimannus.  In  these  volumes  appeared  the  first  account  of  the 
Psalter,  printed  at  Meutz  in  1457,  which  was  mistaken  by  Lambecius  for  a  MS. 
The  reader  will  forgive  my  referring  him  to  a  little  essay  upon  this  and  the 
subsequent  Psalters,  printed  at  Ments,  in  1459,  1490,  &c.,  which  was  published  by 
me  in  the  2nd  volume  of  the  A  Ihenaum,  p.  360,  490. 

*  Morhof  considers  the  labours  of  Antonio  as  models  of  composition  in  their 
way.  His  grand  work  began  to  be  published  in  1672,  2  vols,  folio — ^being  the 
Bihliotheca  IlUpana  Nova  :  this  was  succeeded,  in  1696,  by  the  Bittliotkeca 
Hispana  Antiqua — in  two  folio  volumes  :  the  prefaces  and  indexes  contain  eveiy 
thing  to  satisfy  the  hearts  of  Spanish  Literati.  A  new  edition  of  the  drst  work 
was  published  at  Madrid,  in  1783,  2  vols.,  folio  ;  and  of  the  latter  work,  in  1788, 
2  vols.,  folio. — These  recent  editions  are  very  rarely  to  be  met  with  in  our  own 
country :  abroad,  they  seem  to  have  materifdly  lowered  the  prices  of  the  ancient 
ones,  which  had  become  excessively  scarce.  See  Polyhul  ZMerar,,  vol.  i.,  203-4 : 
Dictxonn,  Bibliogr.y  vol.  iv.,  p.  22 :  and  Mem.  de  V  IntL,  vol.  i.,  651.  Let  vs  here 
not  foiget  the  learned  Michael  Casiri's  Bihliotheca  Ambioo-Hitpana  Eteori 
aUtuMf  published  in  two  superb  folio  volumes  at  Madrid  in  1760.  AU  theee 
useful  and  splendid  works  place  the  Spaniards  upon  a  high  footing  with  their 
fellow-labourers  in  the  same  respectable  career.  De  La  Sema  Santander  tells  os 
that  Casiri's  work  is  dear,  and  highly  respected  by  the  Literati  See  Cap.  de 
SatUander,  vol  iv.,  no.  6296. 
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avidity ;  and  do  not  fear  the  pistoles  which  the  purchase 
of  it  may  cost  you.  Lipenius*  now  claims  a  moment's 
notice ;  of  whose  Bibliotheca  ReaUs  Morhof  is  inclined 
to  speak  more  favourably  than  other  critics.  'Tis  in  six 
volumes;  and  it  appeared  from  the  years  1679  to  1685 
inclusive.  Not  inferior  to  either  of  the  preceding*  authors 
in  taste,  erudition,  and  the  number  and  importance  of 
his  works,  was  Adrien  Baillbt  ;t  the  simple  pastor  of 

• 

**  The  Btbliotheea  RealU,  &e.,  of  LiPRNius  contains  an  account  of  works 
published  in  the  departments  of  Jurisprudence,  Medicin€f  Pkilctophyf  and 
Tkeolopy:  of  these,  the  Bihliotheoa  TAeologica,  et  PhilaaophicOf  are  considered 
by  Morhof  as  the  best  executed.  The  Bibl.  Juridiea  was,  however,  republished 
at  Leipsio  in  two  folio  yolumes,  1757,  with  considerable  additions,  lliis  latter 
is  the  last  Leipsic  reprint  of  it.  Saxius  notices  only  the  re-impressions  of  1720, 
ITSa,  1742.  See  his  Onomatt.  Lit.,  voL  ▼.,  588.  I  will  just  notice  the  Btblio- 
tkeea  Vetus  et  Receru  of  KosNioius,  1678,  folio— as  chart-makers  notice  shoals 
— to  be  avoided.  I  had  lon^  thrown  it  out  of  my  own  collectiou  before  I  read  its 
condemnation  by  Morhof.  Perhaps  the  following  account  of  certain  works,  which 
appear  to  have  escaped  the  recollection  of  Lysander,  may  not  be  unacceptable. 
In  the  year  1653,  Father  Ratnaud,  whose  lucubrations  fill  20  folio  volumes, 
published  a  quarto  volume  at  Lyons,  under  the  title  of  "  ErotenuUa  de  mdLit  ac 
5o»w  Libris,  deque  jugta  omI  injuUa  eorwn  eondtHans  ;"  which  he  borowed  in  part 
from  the  "  Theotimut,  seu  de  tollendis  et  expwrgandit  malu  libris,**  (Paris,  1549, 
8vo. )  of  Gabriel  Puhtherb.  Of  these  two  works,  if  were  difficult  to  determine  which 
is  preferable.  The  bibliographer  need  not  deeply  lament  the  want  of  either : 
consult  the  Poly  hist,  Liierar.,  vol.  i.,  177.  In  the  year  1670,  VOOLEB  published 
a  very  sensible  '*  Universalis  in  notUiam  eujusque  generis  bonorum  Seriptorum 
Introduetio** — of  this  work  two  subsequent  editions,  one  in  1691,  the  other  in 
1700,  4to.,  were  published  at  Helmstadt.  The  last  is  the  best ;  but  the 
second,  to  him  who  has  neither,  is  also  worth  purchasing.  The  seven  dissertations 
'*  De  Libris  Ugendis"  of  BARTHOLIN,  Hafnise,  3676,  8vo.,  are  deserving  of  a  good 
ooat  and  a  front  row  in  the  bibliographer's  cabinet.  "  Parvte  quidem  molis  liber  est, 
sed  in  quo  quasi  constipata  sunt  utilissima  de  libris  monita  et  notitiss  ad 
multaa  disciplinas  utiles."    So  speaks  Morhof. 

i*  AORIKN  Baillet  was  the  eldest  of  seven  children  bom  io  a  second  marriage. 
His  parents  were  in  moderate  circumstances  :  but  Adrien  very  shortly  displaying 
a  love  of  study  and  of  book -collecting,  no  means,  compatible  with  their  situation, 
were  left  imtried  by  his  parents  to  gratify  the  wishes  of  so  promising  a  child. 
From  his  earliest  youth,  he  had  a  strong  predilection  for  the  chiuxsh ;  and  as  a 
classical  and  appropriate  education  was  then  easily  to  be  procured  in  France,  he 
went  from  school  to  college,  and  at  seventeen  years  of  age  had  amassed,  in  two 
fair  sised  volumes,  a  quantity  of  extracts  from  clever  works ;  which,  perhaps 
having  Beza's  example  in  his  mind,  he  entitled  Juvenilia,  His  masters  saw  and 
applauded  his  diligence ;  and  a  rest  of  only  five  hours  each  night,  during  two 
years  and  a  half  of  this  youthful  period,  afifcmled  Baillet  such  opportunities  of  ac- 
quiring knowledge  as  rarely  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  young  man.    This  habit  of  short 
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Lardi6res^  and  latterly  the  learned  and  indefatigable 
librarian  of  Lamoignon.  His  Jugemens  des  Savons,  edited 
by  De  la  Monnoye,  is  one  of  those  works  with  which  no 
man^  fond  of  typographical  and  bibliographical  pursuits, 
can  comfortably  dispense.  I  had  nearly  forgotten  to 
warn  you  against  the  capricious  works  of  Bbughbm  ;  a 
man,   nevertheless,   of  wonderful  mental   elasticity;  but 


repose  had  not  forsaken  him  in  his  riper  years  :  "  he  considered  and  treated  his 
body  as  an  insolent  enemy,  which  required  constant  subjection ;  he  would  not 
suffer  it  to  rest  more  than  five  hours  each  night ;  he  recruited  it  with  only  one 
meal  a  day — drank  no  wine — never  came  near  the  fire— and  walked  out  bat  onoe 
a  week."  The  consequence  of  this  absurd  regime  was  that  Baillet  had  nloen  io 
his  legs,  an  erysipelatous  affection  over  his  body,  and  was,  in  other  respects, 
afiSicted  as  sedentary  men  usually  are,  who  are  glued  to  their  seats' firom  mom  tfll 
night,  never  mix  in  society,  and  rarely  breathe  the  pure  air  of  heaven.  These 
maladies  shortened  the  days  of  Baillet;  after  he  had  faithfully  senred  the  La.- 
MOIONONB  as  a  librarian  of  unparalleled  diligence  and  sagacity  ;  leaving  behind 
hbn  A  *' (dialogue  des  Maiieres"  in  Z5  yoXxxmes  follio.  "All  the  curious  used  to 
come  and  see  this  catalogue :  many  bishops  and  magistrates  reqi^ested  to  hsva 
either  copies  or  abridgments  of  it."  When  Baillet  was  dragged,  by  his  friend 
M.  Hermant,  from  his  obscure  vicarage  of  Lardi^ros,  to  be  Lamoignon's  librarian* 
he  seems  to  have  been  beside  himself  for  joy. — "  I  want  a  man  of  such  and  saoh 
qualities,"  said  Lamoignon. — *'I  will  bring  one  exactly  to  suit  you,"  replied 
Hermant — "but  you  must  put  up  with  a  diseased  and  repulsive  exterior." — 
"  Nous  avons  besoin  de  fond,"8aid  the  sensible  patron,  "  la  forme  ne  m'embazsaae 
point ;  I'air  de  ce  pays,  et  un  grain  de  sel  discrete  fera  le  reste  :  11  en  troaTera 
{cL"  Baillet  came,  and  his  biographer  tells  us  that  Lamoignon  and  Hermant 
"furent  ravis  de  le  voir.**  To  the  eternal  honour  of  the  family  in  whieh  he 
resided,  the  crazy  body  and  nervous  mind  of  Baillet  met  with  the  tendereet 
treatment.  Madame  Lamoignon  and  her  son  (the  latter,  a  thorough  bred  biUio* 
maniac ;  who,  under  the  auspices  of  his  master,  soon  eclipsed  the  book  oelebirity 
of  his  father)  always  took  a  pleasure  in  anticipating  his  wishes,  soothing  his 
irritabilities,  promoting  his  views,  and  speaking  loudly  and  constantly  ci  the 
virtues  of  his  head  and  heart.  The  last  moments  of  Baillet  were  marked  with  tme 
Christian  piety  and  fortitude  ;  and  his  last  breath  breathed  a  blessing  upon  his 
benefactors.  He  died  A.D.  1706,  statis  .56.  Rest  his  ashes  in  peace!— and 
come  we  now  to  his  bibliographical  publications.  His  "  Jugemem  det  Savauu,** 
was  first  published  in  1685,  &c.,  in  nine  duodecimo  volumes.  Two  other  similar 
volimies  of  Anti  BailUt  succeeded  it.  The  success  and  profits  of  this  work 
were  very  considerable.  In  the  year  1722,  a  new  edition  of  it  in  seven  volumes, 
quarto,  was  undertaken  and  completed  by  De  La  Monnoye,  with  notes  by  the 
editor,  and  additions  of  the  original  author.  The  *'  Anti  Baillet"  formed  the 
8th  yolume.  In  the  year  1725,  De  La  Monnoye's  edition,  with  his  notes  placed 
under  the  text — the  corrections  and  additions  incorporated — and  two  volumes 
of  fresh  matter,  including  the  Anti  Baillet — was  republished  at  Amsterdama  in 
eight  duodecimo  volumes,  forming  16  parts,  and  being,  in  every  respect,  the  best 
edition  of  the  Jugement  da  Savant,    The  curious,  however,  should  obtain  the 
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for  ever  planning  schemes  too  vast  and  too  visionary 
for  the  human  powers  to  execute.* 

Phil.  Tou  have  at  length  reached  the*  close  of  the 
17th  century ;  but  my  Ihnited  knowledge  of  bibliogra- 
phical literature  supplies  me  with  the  recollection  of 
two  names  which  you  have  passed  over :  I  mean;  Tho- 
mas Blount  and  Antony-a-wood.  There  is  surely 
something  in  these  authors  relating  to  editions  of  the 
works  of-  the  learned. 

Lysand.  You  have  anticipated  me  in  the  mention 
of  these  names.  I  had  not  forgotten  them.  With  the 
former,t  I  have  no  very  intimate  acquaintance ;  but  of 
the  latter  I  could  talk  in  commendation  till  dinner  time. 
Be  sure,  my  good  Lisardo,  that  you  obtain  both  editions 
of  the  AthauB  Oxomensis.X 

portniit  of  Baillet  prefixed  to  the  edition  of  1722 ;  as  the  oopy  of  it  in  the 
latter  edition  is  a  most  wretched  performance.  These  particulars,  perhaps  a 
little  too  long  and  tedious,  are  gleaned  from  the  "Abreg^  de  la  Vie  de  Baillet^ 
printed  in  the  two  last  editions  of  the  work  just  described. 

*  It  will  not  be  necessary  to  notice  all  the  multifarious  productions,  in 
MS.  and  in  print,  of  this  indefatigable  bibliographer;  who  had  cut  out  work 
enough  for  the  liyee  of  ten  men,  each  succeeding  the  other,  and  well  employed 
from  mom  'tiQ  even,  to  execute.  This  is  Marchand's  round  criticism :  Diet.  Hist 
voL  i.,  p.  100.  Beughem's  IneunaJbiUa  Typographica,  1688, 12mo.,  is  both  jejune 
and  grossly  erroneous.  The  *' Bihliographia  BrvdUorwn  CrUieo-Curiota,**  1689, 
1701, 4  Yols.,  12mo.,  being  an  alphabetical  account  of  writers — extracts  from  whom 
are  in  the  public  literary  Journals  of  Europe  from  1665  to  1700 — ^with  the  titie 
of  their  works — ^is  Beu^em's  best  production,  and  if  each  yolume  had  not  had  a 
separate  alphabet,  and  contained  additions  upon  additions,  the  work  would  have 
proved  highly  nsefuL  His  '*  Gallia  Euridita,"  Amst,  1683, 12mo.,  is  miserably 
perplexing.  In  addition  to  Marchand,  consult  the  PolyhisL  Literar,  of  Morhof, 
▼oL  i.,  p.  179  ;  and  the  note  therein  subjoined.  See  also  **  BiU,  Crtnm"  vol.  v., 
p.  298 :  CaL  de  Santander,  vol.  iv.,  nos.  6278-4  :  6281-2. 

f  Sir  Thomas  Pope  Blount's  "Cemura  CeUbriorum  Authorum,"  Londini,  1690, 
folio,  is  unquestionably  a  learned  work— the  production  of  a  rural  and  retired 
Hfe — ''  Umbraticam  enim  vitom  et  ab  omni  strepitu  remotam  semper  in  delitiis 
haboi,"— says  its  author,  in  the  preface.  It  treats  chiefly  of  the  most  learned, 
men,  and  sparingly  of  the  English.  His  "  Remarht  wponPotiry,**  Lend.,  1694,  4to. 
0n  English)  is  more  frequently  read  and  referred  to.  It  is  a  pity  that  he  had  not 
left  out  the  whole  of  what  relates  to  the  Greek  and  Latin,  and  confined  himself 
entirely  to  the  English,  poets.  A  life  of  Sir  Thomas  Pope  Blount  will  be  found 
in  the  new  edition  of  the  Biographia  BrUannica. 

X  The  firsts  and,  what  Heame  over  and  over  again  calls  the  genuine  edition  of 
the  Athena  OxotUauis,  was  published  in  two  folio  volumes,  1691,  1692.    That  a 
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We  luire  now  readied  the  bonnduies  of  die  Ett 
ocntiinr,  nod  aire  just  eoterins:  upon  ike  <mt 
J0iugi :  aud  ret  I  have  omitted  to  mentioB  ike 
miniUe  Pafyhustor.  liUrarhu  of  MosBor:*  a 
niiidi  I  have  been  in  a  ereat  measnre  nided  m  dK 
nfHxuooM  pronounced   upon   the    bibliograiihas    drandy 
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2«au(siu(  IS  Ui  TAmk.  Com.  TuidL  Auig.  Osi0u,  tqL  L,  pu  ztS.   Fi 

of  tb»  vork  ooonQt  lai  /iCofc.  ^  ulwit.,  pfL  zzri.  xzzSL  Aftv  4ic 

hMjS  m.  outOnrr,  H  «M  j^xigtd  ezpadMBt  to  giw  a  vtm  biTIimi   off 

tnc^l^rifiiiioaJ  nMODoin ;   abd  Dr.  TamMTy  jftaiwiik  liiibi^  of  Sl 

Mitct4id  V^  be  tiat  «dzsor  of  iL    It  wag  vbD  kxkcnni  that  Wood  liad  a 

Itfip*  cnrrKtioiM  to  kzii  cms  printed  tat.  Imt  bad  written  im 

bk  IfiS.  «f  botL  bedog  praMTTwl  m  the  AjduDoieu  Mveea 

tbiBRf <«ie,  bad  evwy  ckim  to  poUic  notaea.    When  h  ijyfiad,  it 

rtnd  v>  be  a  Dc«mjA  aitd  gaibled  perf annanoe :  aad  that  the 

yf'jKA^  ae  w«3  iz>  b&K  correctneae  of  the  old,  ae  in  Ine  iiaiijwlliiaH  ef 

liTee^  bad  beeb  xooet  caipndfmtlj  copied.     Dr.  TanoeTy  to  defend 

ciared  tbat  Toxieoa  "  v<rald  nerer  let  faim  eee  osm  ihaet ; 

Tbk  «a«  cofficieotlj  iulamoiQe  for  the  bookseller  ;  bat  tha  e£tor  oof^ 

bava  abaodwiod  a  publicatioD  tLui  faithleae] j  conducted,  or  to 

eareat  in  tha  preface,  when  It  did  appear,  that  be  woold  not  be 

aatbcptidty  of  the  materiala :  neither  of  which  vera  doo&    He 

an  exculpatory  letter  to  Archbiebop  Wake,  which  tha  reader  waj 

in  Mr.  Ijeloe**  AnscdcHes  ]qf  LUenOmre,  roL  n.,  p.  904.    Cooeah  tha  fife ef 

author  in  Mr.  Gutcfa'a  raloable  reprint  of  Wood's  "EutcryoMdA 

tU  Cntterniy  0/  Oxfiml,"  17Sf2,  4to.,  2  Tola. :  alao,  F^vjtag'a  A 

▼ol.  it,  11(^.    I  bare  great  pleasure  in  dosing  this  note,  by 

PbiHp  Bliss,  of  St.  John's  College,  Oxford,  is  busily  eqgaged 

wa  shall  all  be  glad  to  hail,  a  new  and  faithful  editian  of  Wood'a  tact  of 

Atkena  Ojc<muMMaf  in  five  or  si^  quarto  Tolumea. 

*  Davibl  Geobge  Mobhof,  professor  of  poetry,  eloquence,  and  hiatary. 
librarian  of  the  Uniyenity  of  KhieL  He  published  Tsrious  works,  bat  the 
— ^the  best  edition  of  which  is  of  the  date  of  1747 — is  by  far  the 
and  useful — "  liber  non  sua  l&ude  privandus  ;  cum  primus  fera  fnerit 
qui  bane amoroiorum  litersrum  partem  in  meliorum  ro^igeritL**  Ve^Lg  pnC **^ 
edit  1703.  Its  leading  error  is  the  want  of  method.  His  "  PrUeept  Mmiicm^ 
1665,  4to.y  Is  a  very  singular  dissertation  upon  the  cure  of  the  eril  by  the  nyal 
touch ;  in  the  efficacy  of  which  the  author  appears  to  have  believed.  Hia  **, 
tola  de  teypko  vitreo  jper  touum.  kumana  tods  rupto,**  Kiloni,  170^ 
was  occasioned  by  a  wine  merchant  of  Amsterdam  braakinic  a  wine-gUaa  bj  Mm 
strength  of  his  voice— is  said  to  be  full  of  curious  matter.  Moriiof  died  A.Dl  I69I9 
in  his  53rd  year :  beloved  by  all  who  knew  the  excellent  and  amiable  qyalitieB  eC 
hIa  head  and  heart.  He  was  so  laborious  that  he  wrote  durioig  his  mnah  CQe 
motto,  chosen  by  himself,— Pistatk,  Cavdobk,  PauDBsmA,  ahoald  never  be 
loHt  sight  of  by  bibliomaniacs !  His  library  was  large  and  select  Thaw  peitien- 
lars  are  gleaned  from  the  Did,  Uiftoriffue,  Caen,  1789,  vol  vi,  p.  350. 
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introduced  to  yon.  This  work,  nnder  a  somewhat  better 
form,-  and  with  a  few  necessary  omission^  and  additions, 
one  could  wish  to  see  translated  into  our  own  lan^age. 
The  name  of  Maittairb  strikes  us  with  admiration  and 
respect  at  the  very  opening  of  the  18th  century.  His 
elaborate  Annales  Typographici  have  secured  him  the 
respect  of  posterity.*    Le  Long,  whose    pursuits  were 

*  A  oompeDdious  account  of  MAirTAiRB  will  be  found  in  the  third  ecBtion  of 
my  IntroducHon  to  the  Knowledgt  of  rare  and  vaiuabU  JBdUions  <(f  the  Ortek  and 
Latin  Clasnct,  vol.  I,  p.  14^  See  too  Mr.  Beloe'a  Anecdotes  qf  Literature,  Ac,, 
▼oliii,  p.  ix.  The  various  volumes  of  his  Annales  Typographici  are  well  de- 
scribed  in  the  JSibL  Crevenn.,  vol.  v.  p.  287.  To  these  may  be  added,  in  the 
bibliographical  department,  his  Historia  Stephanorum,  vitcu  ipsorum  ae  libros  com* 
pleetens,  1709,  8vo. — and  the  Historia  Typograpkomm  aliquot  Parisiensium  vitas 
et  libros  eompUeUns,  1717,  Svo. — Of  these  two  latter  works,  (which,  from  a  con- 
temporaneous  catalogue,  I  find  were  originally  published  at  ir.  the  common  paper, 
Mr.  T.  Orenville  has  beautiful  copies  upon  labob  papkr.  The  books  are  rare  in 
any  shape.  The  principal  merit  of  Maittaire's  Annales  Typographici  consists  in  a 
great  deal  of  curious  matter  detailed  in  the  notes ;  but  the  absence  of  the  "  lucidus 
brdo"  rendersthe  perusal  of  these  fatiguing  and  unsatisfactory.  The  author  brought 
a  full  and  well-informed  mind  to  the  task  he  undertook — ^but  he  wanted  taste  and 
indecision  in  the  arrangement  of  his  materials.  The  eye  wanders  over  a  vast  indi- 
gested  mass ;  and  information ,  when  it  is  to  be  acquired  with  excessive  toil,  is, 
comparatively,  seldom  acquired.  Panzer  has  adopted  an  infinitely  better  plan;, 
on  the  model  of  Orlandi ;  and  if  his  materials  had  been  printed  with  the  same 
beauty  with  which  they  i^pear  to  have  been  composed,  and  his  annals  had  descended 
to  as  late  a  period  as  those  of  Maittaire,  his  work  must  have  niade  us  eventually 
forget  that  of  his  predecessor.  The  bibliographer  is,  no  doubt,  aware  that  of  Mait- 
taire's first  volume  there  are  two  editions  :  why  the  author  did  not  repriat,  in  the 
second  edition  (1738),  the  fac-simile  of  the  epigram  and  epistle  of  Lascar  pre- 
fixed to  the  edition  of  tlie  Anthology,  1496,  and  the  Disquisition  concerning  the 
ancient  editions  of  Quintilian  (both  of  which  were  in  the  first  edition  of  1719), 
is  absolutely  inexplicable.  Maittaire  was  sharply  attacked  for  this  absurdity,  in 
the  "  Catalogus  Auctorum,"  of  the  **  Anniu  Tertius  Saeularis  Inv,  Art,  Typog," 
Harlem,  1741,  8vo.,  p.  11.  "  Kara  certe  Librum  augendi  methodus  !  (exclaims 
the  author)  Satis  patet  auctorem  hoc  eo  fedsse  concilio,  ut  et  primee  et  secundsB 
Libri  sui  edition!  pretium  suum  constaret,  et  una  seque  ac  altera  Lectoribus  neces- 
saria  esset."  Copies  of  the  Typographical  Antiquities  by  Maittaire,  upon  larob 
PAPKB,  are  now  exceedingly  scarce.  The  work,  in  this  shape,  has  a  noble  appear- 
ance. While  Maittaire  was  publishing  his  Typographical  Annals,  Orlakdi  put  forth 
a  similar  work  under  the  title  of  "  Origine  e  Progressi  delta  Stampa  o  sia  deli 
Arte Impressoria,  e  Notide  delt  Opere  stampate  daiF  Anno  1462,  sino  alC  Anno 
1500.'*  Bologna,  1722, 4to.  Of  this  work,  which  \a  rather  a  compendious  account 
of  the  several  books  published  in  the  period  above  specified,  there  are  copies  upon 
strong  WRiTiNO  PAPER—which  the  curious  prefer.  Although  I  have  a  long  time 
considered  it  as  superseded  by  the  labours  of  Maittaire  and  Paneer,  yet  I  will 
not  withhold  from  the  reader  the  following  critique :  "  Get  ouvrage  doit  presque 
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chiefly  biblical  and  historical,  was  his  contemporary ; 
an  able,  sedulous,  and  learned  bibliographer.  His  whole 
soul  was  in  his  library ;  and  he  never  spared  the  most 
painful  toil  in  order  to  accomplish   the  various  objects 


n^easairement  6tre  annexe  k  celni  de  Maittcdre  k  oanse  de  pludeun  notioet  eft 
reoherches/qui  le  rendent  fort  corieux  et  int^ressani."  Bibl.  Crevenn,,  voL  ▼.,  286-7. 
As  we  are  upon  publications  treating  of  Typography,  we  may  notioe  tlie 
«  Annalium  Typo^raphieonim  seUcta  qitatdum  capita,"  Hamb.,  1740,  4to,  of  Lack- 
liAN ;  and  Hibsohius's  supplement  to  the  typographical  laboon  of  his  prede* 
oessors — in  the  "  LiJbrorum  ab  Anno  I,  uagne  ad  Anniim  L.  Stc,  ztL  TfffU 
exteriptorum  ex  Libraria  qttadam  tupelUeHU,  Norimbctyoe  eoUeda  el  obmrvaia, 
MUUtuvmu  I.'*  &C.  Noribeig,  1746,  4to.  About  this  period  was  publiahed  a 
very  curious,  and  now  uncommon,  octavo  volimie,  of  about  260  pages,  by  Ssa  ; 
called  "  AnfMt  Tertint  ScecularU  Inventce  ArfU  Typograpkieat,  Hariem,  1741 — 
with  several  very  interesting  cuts  relating  to  Coster,  the  supposed  hlventor  of  the 
art  of  printing.  It  is  a  little  strange  that  Lysander,  in  the  above  acooont  of  mai^ 
nent  typographical  writers,  should  omit  to  mention  Chbvillibb— whose  L'Onffwms 
de  V  Impntnerie  de  Paris,  dx.,  1694,  4to.,  is  a  work  of  great  merit,  andisgeoenUj 
found  upon  every  bibliographer's  shelf.  BaHlet  had  supplied  him  with  a  pirstty 
strong  outline,  in  his  short  account  of  Parisian  printers.  All  the  eopiea  of 
Chevillier's  book,  which  I  have  seen,  are  printed  upon  what  is  oalled  Fosey  paper.. 
I  believe  there  are  none  upon  labqb  pafsb.  We  may  just  notice  La.  Caiu^^ 
HitUjire  de  V  Imprimerie  et  de  la  Librarie,  1689,  4to.,  as  a  woric  fall  of  eiroM. 
In  order  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  to  complete  the  typogn^thioal  ooEeoticiii 
of  the  curious,  let  the  "  portraits  of  booksellers  and  printers,  from  ancient  timee 
to  our  own,"  published  at  Nuremberg,  in  1726,  folio— and ''  the  Deviees  and  Em- 
blems" of  the  same,  published  at  the  same  place,  in  1780,  foUo,  be  procured^  if 
possible.  The  Latin  titles  of  these  two  latter  works,  both  by  Bcmovoun,  wffl 
be  found  in  the  Bibl.  Crevenn,  vol.  v.  281.  Benouard  mentions  the  last  hi  hii 
*' AntuUee  de  V  Imprimerie  dee  Aide,  vol.  ii  p.  63.  Meanwhile  the  JlfowesMnle 
Typographiea  of  WoLFins,  Hamb.,  1740,  2  vols,  8vo.,  embraces  a  number  of 
curious  and  scattered  dissertations  upon  this  interesting  and  valuable  ari.  It 
may  be  obtained  for  8«.  or  10<.  at  present  1  The  AmamiUUut  Literarug,  Sc»,  of 
BcHELHOBN  had  like  to  have  been  passed  over.  It  was  published  in  14  amall 
octavo  volumes,  at  Frankfort  and  Leipsic,  from  the  year  1795  to  1781  inoltiaive. 
The  Amanitaies  Bittorice  Ecelenattico!  et  Literarug,  of  the  same  person,  and  pab- 
lished  at  the  same  place  in  two  octavo  volumes,  1788,  should  aooompan^  the 
foregoing  work.  Both  are  scarce  and  sought  after  in  this  country.  In  the  f omMr 
there  are  some  curious  dissertations,  with  cuts,,  upon  early  printed  booka  Ooq- 
oeming  the  most  ancient  edition  of  the  Latin  Bibles,  Schelhom  put  forth  aa  ex- 
press treatise,  which  was  published  at  Ulm  in  1760,  4to.  This  latter  woric  is  rmej 
desirable  to  the  curious  in  biblical  researches,  as  one  meets  with  constant  mentfaNi 
of  Schelhom's  bible.  Let  me  not  omit  Zapf'b  AnnaUi  Typograpkias  An^mtamm^ 
Aug.Vindel.,  1778;  which  was  republished,  with  copious  additions,  atAugsboutg^ 
in  two  parts,  1786,  4to.— but  unluckily,  this  latter  is  printed  in  the  German  lan- 
guage. Upon  Spanish  Typography  (a  very  interesting  subject),  there  is  a  rtiwiei 
tation  by  Raymond  Diosdado  Caballero,  entiUed  **Dt  Prima  Tfpogrtipkim  Mii- 
paniecB  ^UUe  Specimen,"  Rome,  1793,  4to. 
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of  his  inquiry.*  And  here,  my  dear  friends,  let  me  pay 
a  proper  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  an  emi- 
nently learned  and  laboriotu  scholar  and  bibliographer  : 
I  mean  John  Albert  FASRicms.     His  laboursf  shed  a 


*  From  the  LuCiii  lifs  of  Le  Lono,  preGied  to  hin  BihliolArta  Sami,  wa  learn 
tlul  he  nos  bji  adept  ia  uost  langunges,  anaient  and  mcxlem :  and  tfaat  "  in 
that  port  of  literature  ooDneoted  with  BiBLioaaAPHT  (Typogiaphorum  et  Libro- 
mm  HUtoria),  he  ret&ined  every  thing  ao  correctly  in  hb  momarf  that  ho  yielded 
to  tow  literary  men,  certainly  to  no  boolcsoUer."  Of  the  early  years  of  such  a 
roan  it  is  a  pity  that  Re  biira  not  a  better  oocouDt.  Hii  BiUiotArcii  Saca,  Pariii, 
I72S,  folio,  bu  bson  republished  by  Mascb  aud  BoRRmn,  in  four  TOlnmea,  ito,, 
1778,  and  enriubad  vith  copioug  and  voltubla  additions.  This  latter  work  ia  quite 
nnrirallad :  do  young  or  old  ttioologian,  who  takea  an;  interest  in  the  tu-Ioub 
editioiiB  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  in  almost  all  lonmiogea,  can  pouibly  diapensa 
with  such  II  fund  of  sacred  literature.  The  StblutlMijiu:  Hlstnrir'*  dt  la  France, 
1719.  folio,  by  the  same  teamed  and  iadu^trioiis  hibliograpber,  hoe  met  with  a 
tate  equally  fortunate.  FoHtettk  republiahod  it  in  I7S3,  in  Dre  folio  Tolumea, 
■od  has  immortoliied  himself  and  hii  prodocessor  by  one  of  the  most  useful  and 
splendid  prodnotiouB  that  over  issaod  from  the  press.  De  Bure  used  to  soil  co- 
pies or  it  upon  LABOB  papbr,  in  sheets,  for  2&S  lirres:  according  to  Che  adver- 
tisement subjoined  to  his  catalugue  of  Count  Uooarty's  books  in  1779,  Sto.  The 
ptGoses  of  Eog-lond,  which  groao  too  much  beneath  the  weight  of  ephemeral 
tnrels  and  trumpery  novels,  are  doomed,  I  tear,  long  to  eontlDue  stnugan  to 
■ueh  woriu  of  notional  ntility. 


+  The  oMet  labours  of  Fabricins  ("ViriXX^fx"" 
colls  him),  coDDOOted  with  the  preoant  object  of  our  [ 
titles:  1.  "  BiblicClitca  Oraca,  tint  Ifotitia  Scriploram 
17n5-8-H-18,  fto.,  4to.,  »  vols.— oi  which  b 


is  Reim 


n  Gracontm,  itc,,  Hamb, 
'  published  by 
Hjni.M,  with  great  additions,  and  a  treah  arrangemeat  of  the  original  matter : 
twelro  volumes  have  already  been  delivered  to  the  public  3.  Bibliot/ieca  Laliiia  ,- 
BrGt  published  in  ons  volnme,  1703— than  in  three  volumes,  17^1,  and  afCarwarda 
in  two  Tolnmes,  1728,  4to. ;— but  the  last  and  best  edition  is  that  of  1773,  in  three 
tdIl  8va.,  published  bj  Emesti  at  Leipalc— and  yet  not  free  from  numerous 
CFTora.  3.  Bibliographia  Antigvarut,  1716,  Ito. :  a  new  edition  of  Schoffshausan, 
in  17S0,  4to.,  has  supersodod  the  old  one.  A  nork  of  this  kind  in  our  own 
looguBge  would  be  Tory  useful,  and  oven  entertaining.  Fabricius  has  eiacuted  it 
in  I  masterly  manner.  4.  Bibliotluea  Etctaiailica,  in  fWl  anitituntur  tarionat 
BuOumn  tractalMt  dc  icriptorih'U  axiaiatlieii,  Homb.,  1718,  folio.  An  oicallent 
irotk;  in  which  the  curious  afteriheoloffioal  tracts  and  their  authors  will  always 
Bud  valuable  information.  It  is  generally  sharply  contended  for  at  book-anctioas. 
5.  BibiwAtixa  Laiiiui  Media  It  Itijimir  .-BmU,  ^.,  Leipsio,  1734,  6  voK  8vo.— 
ogUD,  wich  Schoettgeniua'B  supplement,  in  1764,  4to.,  6  vols.  in3.  This  latter  Li 
io  every  rotpwt  the  best  edition  of  a  work  which  is  absolutely  indispaniable  to 
the  philologist.  A  very  eicellent  synopsis  or  critical  account  of  Fabricius's  works 
WBspablishedat  Ami.,  1738,  in  i\a.,  which  the  student  should  procure.  Let 
ma  hor«  recommend  the  Hultiria  Bihlialitae  Fafiriaana,  compiled  by  JoHS 
Fabbicics,  1717-24,  6  toIs.   Ito,   as  a  necessary  and  interesting  sapplement 
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lustre  upon  the  scholastic  annals  of  the  18th  century; 
for  he  opened,  as  it  were,  the  gates  of  literature  to  the 
inquiring  student;  inviting  him  to  enter  the  field  and 
contemplate  the  diversity  and  beauty  of  the  several 
flowers  which  grew  therein — ^telling  him  by  whom  they 
were  planted,  and  explaining  how  their  growth  and 
luxuriancy  were  to  be  regulated-  There  are  few  in- 
structors to  whom  we  owe  so  much ;  none  to  whom  we 
are  more  indebted.  Let  his  works,  therefore,  have  a 
handsome  binding,  and  a  conspicuous  place  in  your 
libraries :  for  happy  is  that  man  who  has  them  at  hand 

to  facilitate  his  inquiries,  or  to  solve  his  doubts.  While 
Fabricius  was  thus  laudably  exercising  his  great  talents 
in  the  cause  of  ancient  literature,  the  illustrious  name 
of  Leibnitz*  appeared  as  author  of  a  work  of  essen- 
tial utility  to  the  historian  and  bibliographer.  I  allade 
to  his  Scriptares  Rerum  Brunwicensium,  which  has  re- 
ceived a  well  pointed  compliment  from  the  polished  pen 
of  Gibbon.  After  the  successful  labours  of  Fabricius 
and  Leibnitz,  we  may  notice  those  of  Struvius  !  whose 
Historical  Libraryf  should  be  in  every  philological 
collection. 

to  the  preoeding:  works  of  John  Albert  Fabridus.  I  have  often  gleaned  some 
ourious  bibliographical  intelligence  from  its  copious  pages.  The  reader  naj 
consult  BibL  Crevain,,  voL  y,,  272-8. 


*  He  Is  noticed  here  only  as  the  author  of  "  Idea  BibUcihieat  PMias 
dum clctata seienttarttm ordinandcB, futior ei  eontracUor,**  and  of  the  '* SaiptwtM 
Rerum  Bruntwiearvm,"  Hanov.^  1707,  fol.,  8  vols.  **  Hie  antiquarian,  who  bhidMB 
at  his  alliance  with  Thomas  Heame,  wiU  feel  his  profession  ennobled  hf  tha  naoM 
of  LsiBNiTZ.  That  extraordinary  genius  embraced  and  improved  the  whola  oirole 
of  human  sdenoe ;  and,  after  wrestliug  with  Newton  and  Clark  fai  the  snUiiiio 
legions  of  geometry  and  metaphysics,  he  could  descend  upon  earth  to  •^"*^»m^ 
the  uncouth  characters  and  barbarous  Latin  of  a  chronicle  or  dharter."  Qibbon : 
Pott,  Worhi,  vol.  ii.,  712.    Consult  also  Mtm,  de  rinai.,  vol.  t.,  648. 

f  I  will  not  pretend  to  enumerate  all  the  learned  works  of  Bubobabd  Goitb- 
LISB  Stbuvzub.  His  "  Bibliotkeca  Librorum  Rarionm*'  was  published  in  1719, 
4to.  The  first  edition  of  the  BibliotKeea  Hutoriea  appeared  as  early  as  170S :  » 
Tery  valuable  one  was  published  by  Buder,  in  1740,  2  vols. :  but  thelaet^  and  bj  far 
the  most  copious  and  valuable,  is  that  which  exhiUts  the  joint  editorial  labomv  ef 
BuDiB  and  Mkuih.,  in  eleven  octavo  volumes,  1782,  1802— though  I  believa  H 
does  not  contain  every  thing  which  may  be  found  in  the  edition  of  the  3M,  HitL 
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Phil.  You  are  advancing  towards  the  middle  of  the 
I81J1  century,  in  enumerating  Ibreig^i  publications,  with- 
out calling*  to  mind  that  we  have,  at  home,  many 
laudable  publications  relating:  to  typography  and 
bibliography,  which  merit  at  least  some  notice,  if  not 
commendation , 

LvsANP.  I  thank  you  for  the  reproof.  It  is  true,  I 
was  running  precipitately  to  introduce  a  crowd  of 
foreigners  to  your  notice,  without  paying  my  reajiects, 
by  the  way,  to  the  Historical  Libraries  of  Bishop 
NlcoLSON,  the  BibUotheca  Uteraria  of  Wassk,  and  the 
Librarian  of  William  Olijys.  Nor  should  I  omit  to 
mention  the  still  more  creditable  performance  of  Bishop 
Tannbr  ;  while  the  typographical  publications  of 
Watson,  Palmkr,    and    Middlkton,"*  may  as  well  be 

Siltela,  by  Jugler,  1754,  thrae  roU.  Sro. :  Tida  pp.  if.  &nd  rii.  of  the  preface  dF 
Unuel's  edition.  The  Bibl.  J7m(.%/k(.,  b;  Jugler,  was  fonnerljpublished  Dndor 
the  title  ot  tnlTod.  in  Rotifiuin  rei  fitirar-uc  rl  vjnim  BiblioOiMa.  Jugler'a  editjou 
of  it  contains  a  stiff  portrait  of  bimiielf  in  a  flnelf  embroidered  mtiD  waiatooat.  The 
tint  Toluioe,  relating  to  foreigo  librariei,  ii  very  iatersBtiDg ;  bui,  uuluokily,  the 
work  U  rare.    Of  Stniviiu's  KW.  Sij»i..m,  1733,  8»o.,  I  never  row  a  copy. 

*  Let  us  go  gootlyover  this  BfUiihgro\m6.,  whiob  Lys.uider  depictures  in  rather 
a  flowery  mannar.  The  first  edition  of  Bisbof  NicoLfinn'e  SnglUK  HiiloriaU 
Library  wu  publiabed  in  the  yeOra  1696,  1697,  and  1699— comprehending  the 
ODlira  three  puta.  To  1702,  came  forth  the  .ScnlluA  Hiatorlcal  hbrary;  kod  in 
1724,  the  /ruA  Himtorical  Library.  These  throe  libraries,  with  the  author's  letter 
to  Bithop  Kennet  io  defense  of  the  some,  are  usually  published  in  ono  Tolume ; 
and  the  last  and  best  ediUons  of  the  same  are  those  of  17W,  fol.,  aud  1778,  *to. 
Ur  John  Nicboli  hu  recently  published  an  eDtertaining  posthumous  work  of  the 
biahop's  Epiilolary  Corrupowlaiee,  in  two  octavo  volumes,  1S08.  Some  of  tbeae 
lalten  throw  light  and  interest  apon  the  literature  of  the  times.  As  to  the 
authority  of  Bishop  Micolson,  in  his  historical  matl«ra,  1  fear  tbs  sharp  things 
wbi«b  are  said  of  his  libraries  by  Tyrrell  (Pref.  to  BUt.  E13I,  vol.  Ii.,  p.  fi.), 
Bsd  Wood  {Aihen..  Brit.,  vol.  ii.,  col.  980,  od.  1721),  aJl  which  Bntboritios  are 
referred  to  by  Ur.  Nichols,  are  sufHuientiy  founded  upon  truth.  He  was  a  violent 
and  «Ton§[-beiide(l  writer  in  many  respects;  but  he  had  acumen,  stnngth,  and 
fancy.  I'be  BihIioiAtta  Lilcniria  of  Wasbe  (nltboiigh  his  niune  docs  not  appear 
M  the  professed  editor)  is  a  truly  solid  and  valuable  publication ;  worthy  of  the 
ropatation  of  the  learned  editor  of  Sallust.  The  work  was  published  in  nambers, 
which  WDiu  sold  at  one  shilling  eacb  :  but,  I  suppose  from  the  paucity  of  classtcal 
readen,  it  ooiild  not  be  supported  beyond  the  lOtb  number  (1724) ;  when  it  ceased 
to  b*  published.  Some  of  the  dissertations  are  very  interesting  as.well  as  enuUte. 
Ouits'b  ^rituA  LitmnaB  was  publiihed  in  six  nomben,  durinK  the  first  lii 
months  of  the  year  1737 ;  forming,  with  the  Index,  an  ootavo  volume  of  iifi 
B  2 
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admitted  into  your  libraries^  if  you  are  partial  to  such 
works  ;  although  upon  this  latter  subject,  the  elegant 
quarto  volume  of  Ames  merits  particular  commoi- 
dation. 

Lis.  I  am  glad  to  hear  such  handsome  things  said  of 
the  performances  of  our  own  countrymen.  I  was  feaifiil, 
from  your  frequent  sly  allusions,  that  we  had  nothing 
worth  mentioning.  But  proceed  with  your  Germans, 
Italians,  and  Frenchmen. 

Lysand.  You  draw  too  severe  a  conclusion.  I  have 
made  no  sly  allusions.    My    invariable    love  of  truth 


pages.    It  is  difficult  to  say,  from  the  conclusion  (p.  373-4),  whether  the 
was  dropped  for  want  of  enooura^ment,  or  from  the  capricionsneas  or  indolenoa 
of  the  author :  but  I  suspect  that  the  ground  was  suffered  "  to  lie  £Edk>w^'  (to  me 
his  own  words)  till  it  was  sofifocated  with  weeds — owing  to  the  former  cauae  :  as 
Oldys  never  suffered  his  pen  to  lie  idle  while  he  could  "  put  money  In  his  parmT 
from  his  lucubrations.     We  shall  speak  of  him  more  particularly  in  Pabt  ▼• 
Meanwhile,  the  reader  is  informed  that  the  British  JAhrarixm  is  a  work  of  no 
common  occurrence,  or  mean  value.    It  is  rigidly  correct,  if  not  very  learned,  in 
bibliographical  information.    I  once  sent  three  guineas  to  procure  a  copy  of  it^ 
according  to  its  description,  upon  laboe  paper  ;  but,  on  its  arrival,  I  found  it  to 
be  not  quite  so  large  as  my  own  tolerably  amply-margined  copy.  Bishop  Tanmkb*B 
BiMiotheca  Britanico-HibemicOf  which  cost  the  author  forty  years'  labour,  was 
published  in  1748,  folio;   with  a  preface  by  Dr.   Wilkins.     We  must  veoaivo 
it  with  many  thanks,  imperfect  and  erroneous  as  many  parts  of  it  are ;  but  I 
hope  the  period  is  not  very  remote  when  a  literary  friend,  living,  aa  he  con- 
stantly is,  in  an  inexhaustible  stock  of  British  literature  of  all  kinds,  will  gi^o 
us  a  new  edition,  with  copious  additions  and  corrections,   translated  into  unar 
native  tongue.    The  History  of  the  ArtaJPrirUinghy  Watbon,  Edit.,  1718^  Sfo., 
is  at  best  but  a  meagre  performance.    It  happens  to  be  rare,  and,  therefore, 
bibliomaniacs  hunt  after  it.    My  copy  of  it,  upon  labob  pafeb,  cost  me  1^  St. 
It  was  formerly  Paton's,  of  Edinburgh,  a  knowing  antiquary  in  Scottish  printan^^. 
The  History  qf  Priwting,  by  Palmer,  1733,  4to.,   and  Dr.   MmDLBTON'B    Di9- 
sertations  upon  ike  same,  1735,  4to.,  have  been  particularly  treated  by  ma,  as  well 
as  the  similar  works  of  Ames  and  Herbert,  in  the  iirst  volume  of  my  new  edi- 
tion of  Herbert's  British  Typogmphical  AfUiquities ;  and  the  public  is  too  well 
acquainted  with  the  merits  and  demerits  of  each  to  require  their  bein^^  pointed 
out  in  the  present  place.    I  will  close  this  note  by  observing  that  the  Cetumria 
LiUraria,  in  ten  volumes  octavo ;  and  the  British  Biblioffrapker  (now  paUiahiosf) 
which  grew  out  of  it ;   Mr.  Beloe's  Atucdotes  of  LiteraUnre  and  Searos   BooH, 
six  volumes,  8vo. ;  and  Mr.  Savage's  [continuation  of  The  British  Librarian ;  ere 
works  which  render  the  list  of  English  publications,  relating  to  typography  and 
curious  book8,^almost  complete.    I  believe  I  may  safely  affirm  that  the  period  ia 
not  very  distant  when  some  of  these  latter  publications,  from  the  oomparatively 
few  copies  which  were  struck  off,  will  become  very.  rare. 
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impels  me  to  state  facts  as  they  arise.  That  we  have 
philoaophers,  poel^,  scholars,  divines,  lovers  and  cot- 
lectors  of  books,  equal  to  those  of  any  nation  upon 
earth  is  most  readily  admitted.  But  bibliography  has 
never  been,  till  now,  a  popular  (shall  I  say  fashionable  ?) 
pursuit  among;st  the  English. 

Lis.  Well,  if  what  you  call  bibliography  has  pro- 
duced such  eminent  men,  and  so  many  useful  works,  as 
those  which  have  been  just  enumerated,  I  shall  begin  to 
have  some  little  respect  for  this  department  ol  litera- 
ture ;  and,  indeed,  I  already  feel  impatient  to  go  through 
the  list  of  your  bibliographical  heroes. — Who  is  the  next 
champion  deserving  of  notice? 

Lysand.  This  confession  gives  me  sincere  pleasure. 
Only  indulge  me  in  my  rambling  manner  of  disquisi- 
tion, and  I  will  strive  to  satisfy  you  in  every  reasonable 
particular. 

If  ever  you  should  be  disposed  to  form  a  bibliogra- 
phical collection,  do  not  omit  securing,  when  it  comes 
across  you,  the  best  edition  of  Du  Fresnoy's*  Methode 
poitr  etudier  VHhtmre:  it  is  rare,  and  sought  after  in 
this  country.  And  now — softly  approach,  and  geally 
strew  the  flowers  upon,  the  tomb  of  worthy  Nicrron  :t 
Low  lies  the  head,  and  quiescent  has  become  the  pen, 
of  this  most  excellent  and  learned  man  ! — whose  produc- 
tions  have    ftimished    biographers    with     some  of  their 

*  The  last  e<litioD  of  Ihia  work  Is  the  one  wliiah  was  printed  in  fifteen  volnines, 
CiDWn  8vo.,  at  Paria,  1772  :  ntth  a.  copious  ludei— and  proportiDnaUe  improTD- 
tnenb  in  oarrecUona  aod  additioDB.  It  is  now  rar«.  1  threw  out  the  old  edition 
Dtl729,  four  Tola,  Jta.,  upon  La&aii  paper  j  and  paid  throe  guiDeaa  to  boot  for 
the  new  odd,  noatl;  bound. 

t  Itiaquitadalightful  toreadtheaccoimt,  in  theZ<ie(.fu(.,  published  at  Coec, 
17S&,  (toL  Ti.,  p.  475)  of  Jean  Peerhk  Nicbron  ;  whoso  whole  life  aeems  to 
haie  been  derated  to  bibliegraphf  and  literary  bistiMT.  Fraoli,  amiable,  indus- 
trious, commiuiicatire,  shrewd,  and  learned — Ntceran  wu  the  delight  of  hia 
frieodi,  and  the  admimtiun  of  the  publio.  His  "  Mmuimt  povr  anirdl'BiiUnrt 
fUt  ffommtt  nimtnt,  Ac,  avec  U4  Cdiaioffue  rai^onnj  dt  Uur  Onvraga,"  was  pub- 
lahed  bttm  the  jean  I72&  to  1740,  in  forty  orown  8ro.  volumes.  A  supplement 
of  llirea  Toluraes,  the  lattor  of  which  is  divided  into  two  parU,  renders  thit  very 
oacitu],  and  absolutely  neaessory,  work  oomplete  in  44  vulumea.  The  bibliomuiiao 
can  oarer  enjoy  perfeot  rest  tiU  be  U  in  poaseuiOB  of  it  I 
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choicest  materials,  and  whose  devotion  to  literature  and 
history  has  been  a  general  theme  of  admiration  and 
praise.  The  mention  of  this  illustrious  name,  in  snch  a 
manner,  has  excited  in  my  mind  a  particular  train  of 
ideas.  Let  me,  therefore,  in  imagination,  conduct  you 
both  to  yonder  dark  avenue  of  trees — and,  descending-  a 
small  flight  of  steps,  near  the  bottom  of  which  giisbe» 
out  a  salient  stream — -let  us  enter  a  .spacious  grotto,  where 
every  thing  is  cool  and  silent ;  and  where  small  alabaster 
busts,  of  the  greater  number  of  those  bibliographers  I 
am  about  to  mention,  decorate  the  niches  on  each  side 
of  it.  How  tranquil  and  how  congenial  is  such  a  resting 
place ! — But  let  us  pursue  our  inquires.  Yonder  sharp 
and  well  turned  countenances,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
grotto,  are  fixed  there  as  representations  of  Cardinal 
QuiHiNi*  and  Goujet  ;  the  Bibliolheque  Fraiu^mse  ol 
the  latter  of  whom — with  which  I  could  wish  book  col- 
lectors, in  general,  to  have  a  more  intimate  acquaintance 
— has  obtained  universal  reputation.f     Next    to   him,  you 

*  QuiRlHl  published  hil  "  Sptchiuai  varur  LiteratuTts  juffl  in  vri(  Bnxia  gut- 
qui  DitionA  pavio  fOMt  Typcgra^hitE  lAfuaa&uZa  ^n^,"  ^tr.,  nt  BriHcin,  in  1739; 
two  roll.,  8to.  :  than  followed  "CaiaiogiidetleOpm  (U  Cnjdino^  Quirfiw  wote  oOx 
IvetipianUUIada'  Torckidimi  Oiait  MariaRiitardi  Slampaian  ui  A-uno,"  8ro. 
In  1761,  Valuis  addraseed  to  bim  his  "  Dixmrt  ittr  Ut  SiUiotAtftia  PubUfnet," 
Id  Svo.  :  bia  EmineTice's  reply  to  the  Bsme  was  also  publialied  in  Sn.  Bat 
the  CordiDal's  chief  repotntion,  lu  a  bibliographer,  arises  from  tho  woric  on- 
titled  "  0c  Opiimorum  &riplanim.  Edilianilnu."  LindftugiiG,  1761,  llo.  Thn 
u  Schelbom'a  edition  of  it,  which  in  chieQy  coveted,  and  which  ia  now  a  mo 
book  in  this  DouDtry.  It  it  a  little  Buipriiing  that  Lyaander,  in  bia  loTO  of  grand 
national  bioginpbicoJ  works,  minglad  with  bibliographical  notices,  should  hava 
omittod  to  mention  the  BtbHathtca  LiaUaaa  of  Joaor  nnd  BaiboBo,  pubtiahed  »t 
Lisbon,  1711,  in  four  magnificent  foliu  volumes.  A  lover  of  Portuguese  liteiatnre 
will  always  conaider  Una  aa  "  opus  aplendidiatimnTn  et  utiUaaimum." 

-h  La  BihliolMfHe  FraufoiK,  u»  Saloin  de  Us  LiltSratvre  Frantoilr,  of  Claddb 
FiKHHK  Qovi&v,  in  eiKhteou  volumes,  crown  Svo.,  17U,  like  the  gimilnr  work  of 
Niceron,  is  perhaps  a  little  too  indisoriminate  in  the  ehoice  of  its  objeciii :  ffood, 
bod,  and  indifferent  aatbors  being  enlisted  into  the  servioe.  But  it  ia  tlie  ch€f- 
d'cBuvre  of  Ooujet,  who  was  a  man  of  wonderful  parts  ;  and  no  bibliographer  emu 
be  satisfied  without  it.  Ooujet  wae  perhaps  among  the  most  leatnod,  if  not  the 
"faoile  princepa,"  of  those  wbo  coltivated  ancient  French  literature.  Ho  libenUly 
assisted  Niceron  in  his  Memoires,  and  furnished  Moreri  with  2000  comMitioiu 
fur  his  Diotionary. 
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may  mart  the  amiaMe  and  expressive  features  of  David 
Clbmbnt:*  who,  in  his  BibUotheque  Curieuse,  has  shown 
us  how  he  could  rove,  like  a  bee,  from  flower  to  flower ; 
sip  what  was  sweet;  and  bring;  home  his  gleanin<;s  to 
a  weU-fumished  hive.  The  principal  fault  of  this  bee 
(if  1  must  keep  up  the  simile)  is  that  he  was  not  suffi- 
ciently choice  in  the  flowers  which  he  visited  ;  and,  of 
course,  did  not  always  extract  the  purest  honey.  Nearly 
allied  to  Clement  in  spri^htliness,  and  an  equally  gos- 
sippiug  bibliographer,  was  Prosper  Marchand;^  whose 


"  The  "  BIhlioMqm  CvrUme,  HiitM-igw  ef  CritUpm,  au  CateUtjvit  raiioin\i  lU 
Liwrti  digkiict  A  tnmatr,"  at  David  Olkmbht,  publisbad  at  OottlDKeo,  Hanover, 
Knd  L«ipsic,  in  B  qaoito  Tolumea,  from  the  year  1750  to  17S0— Is,  unfartuutely, 
an  unfiDiibed  prodootSoD  ;  exteudmg  oolyto  tbe  letter  H.  The  roulerma}'  Bud  ■ 
critiqae  upon  it  in  m;  JalTvd-iittioii,  to  Utt  Ond:  and  Latin  Clatiia,  vol,  I,  p.  370 ; 
which  agreea,  for  the  greater  part,  with  tha  obaervationi  in  tha  Bibl,  Crtrtnit., 
vol.  v.,  390.  The  vork  ia  a  no;  tuIiuik  with  coUooton  ;  butinthis  countiy  Itbe- 
(rim  to  be — to  use  the  figurutiTe  language  of  some  of  tho  Oennao  bibliographer — 
"  icarcBr  than  a  white  orow," — or  "  »  black  Bwao."  Tbe  readermay  admit  which 
riniile  ha  pleiMeii — oc  reject  both  I  But,  io  iiober  sadaeBB,  it  ia  very  rare,  and  On- 
eonsoionably  dear.  I  know  not  whether  it  was  the  same  Clsueht  wbo  pubUabed 
"La  eiiiq  A  unla  Littlraira,  on  Lttlrti  cU  SI.  CUnKnl,  ivr  Us  omraga  dt  LitUrU' 
lure,  qui  out  pint  dam  la  Aniticf  171S— <1  1762;"  Berlia,  1766,  12ma.,  two 
Tolumea.  Where  is  tha  proof  of  tha  aaaertion,  bo  often  repeated,  that  Clement 
borrowed  U>  notion  of  tie  above  work  from  Wendlbk'h  Diairialia  de  variii  «■ 
ritatii  lAroTHm  i/aprcanrun  camiit,  Jan.,  1711,  *to.  I— Wendler'a  book  is  rare 
among  ua :  aa  ia  atao  BeboEB'b  Diatribe  de  ISnia  rarioribHt,  dx.,  BeroL  1729,  Sto. 

+  Ths  principal  biographical  Ubouin  of  this  clevsr  man  have  the  fallowing 
(itiea :  ■'  Hittoin  de  f /w/n-.W™,"  La  Hayo,  1740,  Ito,— an  elegant  and  inter- 
Mting  Tolnme,  wbieh  U  freciuently  cooBntted  by  typographical  Dntiquariea.  Of 
UutCltlt'B  aapplemant  to  it,  aee  note  in  the  enBulng  pagoa  under  the  word 
"  MereiH'."  Hia"  Dufionnaire  Bi^origae,  ou  ifnnoira  Criligtua  el  Utttraira," 
in  two  folio  Tolnmea,  17S8,  was  a  poethumous  prodnction;  and  a  vary  eitraor- 
dtnary  and  amusing  bibliographical  oommon-place  book  it  is  I  My  friend 
Mr.  Douce,  than  whom  few  are  battar  able  to  appreoiate  such  a  work,  will  hardly 
allow  an;  one  to  have  a  warmar  attachment  ia  It,  or  a  more  thorough  acquaint- 
anco  with  ita  contents,  than  himself — and  yet  there  ii  no  bibliographical  work  to 
which  I  more  cheerfully  or  frequently  turn  I  In  tbe  editor's  advertisamant  we 
have  an  intereeting  account  of  Marchand  :  who  left  behind,  tor  pnblioation,  « 
number  of  scraps  of  paper,  sometimes  no  bigger  than  one's  niul ;  upon  which  ha 
had  written  his  remarks  in  so  small  a  band-writing  that  the  editor  and  printer 
were  obliged  to  make  use  of  a  strong  magDifying  glass  to  decypker  it — "  at  o'est 
ioi  (oontinues  tha  former)  aana  donte  la  premier  livre  qui  n'ait  pn  itre  imprim£ 
•an*  la  aecours  contjnuel  da  Microscope."  Uarcband  died  in  1763,  and  left  his 
MS9.   and   books,   in  A«  tnia   spirit  of  a  bibliomauiac,  to  the  Univenity  of 
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works  present  us  with  some  things  no  where  else  to  be 
found,  and  who  had  examined  many  curious  and  rare 
volumes ;  as  well  as  made  himself  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  bibliography  previous  to  his  own 
times. 

Perhaps  I  ought  to  have  noticed  the  unoccupied  niche 
under  which  the  name  of  Vogt*  is  inscribed ;  the  title 

Leyden.  I  see,  from  the  conclusion  of  this  latter  authority,  that  a  new  editim 
of  Marchand's  History  of  Printing  was  in  meditation  to  be  published,  aft^r  the 
publication  of  the  Dictionary.  Whether  Merder' availed  himself  of  Ifarofaandfs 
corrected  copy,  when  he  put  forth  his  supplement  to  the  latter's  typographical 
history,  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining.  Certainly  there  never  was  a  aeoond 
edition  of  the  UUtoirt  de  rimprimerie,  by  Marohsnd. 

*  The   earliest  edition  of   Voot's    Ccttalogus  Libron^n  Rariorum  was  pub- 
lished in   1782 ;  afterwards  in  1737  ;  again  hi   1748  ;  again  in  1762,   much 
enlarged  and  improved  ;  and,   for  the   last  time,  greatly   enlaiged  and  cor- 
rected,  forming   by  far  the  "  editio  optima,"  of  the  work — at  Frankfort  and 
Leipsic,  1798,  8vo. — ^We  are  told,  in  the  new  preface  to  this  last  edition,  thttt 
the  second  and  third  impressions  were  quickly  dispersed  and  anxiously  sought 
afber.    Vogt  is  a  greater  favourite  with  me  than  with  the  generality  of  Mblio- 
graphers.    His  plan,  and  the  execution  of  it,  are  at  once  clear  and  condae  ;  bat 
he  is  too  prodigal  of  the  term  "rare."    Whilst  these  editions  of  Vogt^s  amuiring 
work  were   coming  forth,  the  following  productions  were,  from  time  to  timo^ 
making  their  appearance,  and  endeavouring  perhaps  to  supplant  its  reputation. 
First  of  all  Betbb  put  foith  his  MemorioB  Higtorico-OrUiecB  Libnrum  Rarionmu 
Dresd.  and  Lipe.,  1784,  8vo.  ;  as  well  has  his  Arcana  Sacra  BiUiotheoatitm  DrtB- 
dennum,  1788,  8vo', — with  a  continuation  to  the  latter,  preceded  by  an  epistle 
concerning  the  electoral  library,  separately  published  in  the  same  year,    m&en 
Enoel  (in  Republic^  Helvoto-Bemensi  Bibliothecarius  primus)  pubUahed   fafe 
Bibliotheca  telectissima,   tive  CatalogiLt  librorum  in  omni  gen/ert  JoeM^iaram  nsrii- 
timorum,  &c.,  Bemse,  1743,  8vo. ;  in  which  work  some  axioms  are  laid  down  oon- 
oeming  the  rarity  of  books  not  perhaps  sufficiently  correct ;  bat  in  whidi  a  great 
deal  of  curious  matter,  very  neatly  executed,  will  repay  the  reader  for  any  ex- 
pense he  may  incur   in   the  purchase  of  it.    Afterwards  Frettao'b  Anaieola 
LUeraria  de  librit  rarioribus,  Lips.,   1750,  two  vols.  8vo.  ; — and  his  AdpanUm 
Liierariut  vhi  libri  partim  antiqui  partim  rari  rteensmiur,  lipcUs,  175^  tluee 
volumes  8vo.,  highly  gratified  the  curious  in  bibliography.    In  the  former  work 
the  books  are  described  alphabetically,  which  perhi^  is  the  better  plan  :  in  the 
latter,  they  are  differently  arranged,  with  an  alphabetical  index.  Hie  latter  is 
perhaps  Uie  more  valuable  of  the  two,  although  the  former  has  long  been  n 
great  favourite  with  many  ;  yet,  from  Freytsg's  own  confession,  he  was  not  then 
so  knowing  in  books,  and  had  not  inspected  the  whole  of  what  he  described. 
They  are  both  requisite  to  the  collector ;  and  their  author,  who  was  an  enthusisst 
in  bibliography,  ranks  high  in  the  literature  of  his  country.    In  the  last  plaee  wm 
may  notice  ^e  FloriUgittm  Bittorioo-CriiiaiM  Librorum  Rariorum,  aii  tmmHm 
timul  »cUh  jticunda  intertperffun^r,  &c.,  of  Dasiel  Gkbiub  ;  first  paUished  at 
Oroningen,  in  1740 ;  but  afterwards  u\  1768^  8to.,  at  the  eame  pleoa^  die  tkiid 
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ofwiiose  work  has  been  erronDOUsly  considered  more 
seductive  than  the  contents  of  it.  As  we  go  on,  we 
approach  Foubnier  ;  a  man  of  lively  parts,  and  consi- 
derable taste.  His  works  are  small  in  size,  but  they  are 
written  and  printed  with  singular  elegance."  See  what  a 
respectable  and  almost  dignified  air  the  highly  finished 
bast  ol   the  pensionary  MeermanI  assumes!      Few  men 

and  bast  edition.  It  was  mixuit,  in  pul,  to  supply  tlie  omiHsioti  of  soma  rare 
books  in  Vogt:  and  under  this  titla  it  waa  puliliahed  in  the  MUctllaiifa!  'Jronin- 
gaHa,  ToL  iL,  anil  vol.  tii.  This  work  of  Gerdon  should  have  a  ooaTsuient  plaoa 
in  emj  bibliographical  cabinet.  I  will  doao  this  attempt  to  supply  Lysatider'H 
cimiBaiaa  of  some  very  reipeatable  names  oonnocted  with  bibliography  by  exhort- 
bsg  the  niader  to  aeiia  hold  of  B  work  (  wbunorer  it  comos  acrosa  him,  which  will 
be  larelj)  eotitled  Bihli^illiaa  Libromm  Jtariorum  Univerialii,  by  John  Jacob 
BACm,  a  bookiellor  at  Nuremberg,  and  printed  there  la  1770,  6to.,  two  vols.  ; 
witli  tbne  additions]  Tolumea  by  way  of  Supplement,  1774-1701,  which  latter 
ara  uinally  bound  tn  one.  It  ia  on  alphabetical  Dictiooary,  like  Vogt's  and 
Faumier's,  of  what  are  called  rare  boolu.  The  deacriptiona  are  ccmpeadioua, 
and  ths  referenoea  roapeetabte,  and  aometimea  numaraua.  My  copy  of  tbia 
Kama,  dsar,  and  wretchedly- printod,  work,  which  u  as  large  and  clean  aa  possible, 
sad  bound  in  pale  Riuda,  with  marbled  edges  to  the  learaa — cost  mo  61,  5a. 

■  We  are  indebted  to  Pibrrb  Smoa  FoURNtER  la  jouno,  for  aome  very  beau- 
tiful interesting  Uttlc  volumes  connected  with  engraving  and  printing.  1.  Diuer- 
l^ioKKT  l'Origi<utlUt  FrogrlitUCartdeOraBtr  rn,  Boil,  lu.,  Paris,  175^  8to. 
2.  Dt  rOtrigirie  d  ita  Pnxiucl'ou  de  C  Imprimerie  prinilict  ca  laUle  de  bait, 
Paria,  U69,  8to.  3.  Trailt  «r  f  Otigijie  «  la  Pro^t  de  J"  Imprimmt,  Pari*, 
1784.  4.  Obnrratioim  rtr  an  Oumujc  intiliM  Viwlkia  Tj/pograpMea,  Ptxia, 
1760.  These  traatiaes  are  somotimoa  bound  in  one  volume.  Tbey  are  alt  elegantly 
printed,  and  rare.  We  may  also  mentioD — S.  Spretina  lU  dcia:  pttUi  mmcUns 
natuKllaiifU  i/ravjs,  ic,  Paris,  1757  ;  and  especiaUy  hia  obef-dceuvre.  6.  ttaniui 
Tjfpt»;/ropkiipHf  Paris,  1761-6,  6vo.,  two  Tola.  :  ol  which  aouie  copiea  waut  a  few 
of  the  outs:  those  upon  lahqe  paprr  (there  ia  one  of  tbia  kind  ia  the  Cmcherods 
ooUectiona)  are  of  the  Brat  rarity.  Faumiar'a  typographical  manual  should  be  in 
every  printing  office  :  hia  types  "  are  ths  models  (says  his  namesake,)  of  thoss  of 
t^  beat  priated  books  at  Paris  at  this  day.  "  Dkl.  Port,  da  Biblutgr.,  p.  318, 
«dH.170e. 

■f  Tba  Onjinau  Typojraphita  of  MgEBMUI,  wbich  was  poblished  at  the  Hagua 
in  two  handsome  quarto  volumea,  1766,  (after  the  plan  or  prospectus  had  been 
published  in  1761,  8vo.),  secured  its  author  a  Tory  general  and  rather  splendid 
reputation,  till  the  hypothecs  advanced  therein,  oonoemiug  Laurence  Costsr, 
waa  refuted  by  Hoinecken.  The  reader  is  rafen-od  to  a  note  in  the  &rst  Tolume 
of  my  new  edition  of  the  Typographital  Antiguiliei  </  Gnal  Sriiaiii,  p,  mi. 
It  ii  Eooiewhat  singular  that,  notwitiistondiog  Meermou's  hypothesis  is  now  ex- 
ploded  by  the  most  knowing  bibUograpbers,  hia  dissertation  conoeming  the  olaime 
«f  Baortem  ahould  have  been  reprinted  in  French,  with  useful  Doles,  and  an  in- 
aweii  oatalogve  of  all  the  books  published  in  the  Low  Couatrief,  during  the 
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attained  to  greater  celebrity  in  his  day ;  and  few  men 
better  deserved  the  handsome  things  which  were  said 
of  him.  Polite^  hospitable^  of  an  inquisitive  and  active 
turn  of  mind — ^passionately  addicted  to  rare  and  curious 
books — his  library  was  a  sort  of  bibliographical  empo- 
rium^ where  the  idle  and  the  diligent  alike  met  with 
a  gracious  reception.  Peace  to  the  manes  of  such 
a  man!  Turn  we  now  round  to  view  the  features 
of  that  truly  eminent  and  amiable  bibliographer, 
De  Bure  ! 

Lis.  You  absolutely  transport  me!  I  see  all  these 
interesting  busts — I  feel  the  delicious  coolness  of  the 
grotto — I  hear  the  stream  running  over  a  bed  of  pebbles 
— ^The  zephyrs  play  upon  my  cheeks— O  dolt  that  I  was 
to  abuse 

Phil.    Hear  him,  hear  him  !* 

Lysand.  From  my  heart  I  pity  and  forgive  you.  But 
only  look  upon  the  bust  of  De  Bure  ;  and  every  time 
that    you    open  his  Bibliographie  Instrtictive,f    confess. 


15th  oentarj.  This  latter  work  is  entitled  *'De  Vlnvention,  de  V  Impriwiarie,  cm 
anaXyte  de*  denuc  ouvragei  publiSs  tur  cette  matiirt  par  M.  MeermoMj  dx.;  jutvi 
cT  une  notice  chronologi^ite  et  raitonnSe  de*  hvrtt  avee  et  tan*  date,"  Pari%  1809, 
8to.  The  author  is  Mons.  Jansen.  Prefixed  there  is  an  interesting  aoooont, 
of  Meerman.  Lysander  might  have  noticed,  with  the  encomium  which  it  justly 
merits  the  Vindicice  Typographies  of  Sohoepflin,  printed  at  Strasbuig,  in  1700, 
4to.;  where  the  claimes  of  Gutenbuxg  (a  native  of  the  same  city)  to  the  inventioD 
of  the  typographic  art  are  very  forcibly  and  saocessfully  maintained. 

*  Vide  note  at  p.  87,  ante. 

t  The  works  of  Guilli.ums-Fbancois  de  Burb  deserve  a  particular  noiloa. 
He  first  published  his  MvMnim  Typographicum,  Paris,  1755,  12mo.  ;  of  which  hm 
printed  but  twelve  copies,  and  gave  away  every  one  of  them  (including  even 
his  own)  to  his  book-loving  friends.  It  was  published  imder  the  name  of  Q.  F. 
Bebude.  Peignot  is  very  particular  in  his  information  concerning  this  nrs 
mor^eau  of  bibliography — see  his  Bibliographie  Curieu*^,  p.  21.  Afterwaitis 
appeared  the  Bibliographie  Inttructive,  in  seven  volumes,  8vo.,  1768-88— socoaadsd 
by  a  small  volume  of  a  catalogue  of  the  anonymous  publications,  and  an 
upon  Bibliography  :  this  8th  volume  is  absolutely  necessary  to  render  the 
complete,  althou^^  it  is  frequently  missing.  Fifty  copies  of  this  woik  were  printed 
upon  LABGB  PAPER,  of  a  quarto  sise.  Its  merits  are  acknowledged  by  eveiy 
candid  and  experienced  critic  In  the  third  place,  came  forth  his  Catalogue  dig 
Livru,  dec,  de  L.  J,  Oaignat,  Paris,  1769,  8vo.,  two  vols  :  not,  however,  b^ore  hm 
bad  published  two  brochures— 'M|7p«^  aux  Savant,*'  Sc,  1768|  8vo.— and  **Rpp€m»e 


THE  CABINET.  59 

with  a  jo3rfiil  hearty  the  obligations  you  are  under  to  the 
author  of  it  Leam^  at  the  same  time,  to  despise  the 
petty  cavils  of  the  whole  Zoilean  race ;  and  blush  for 
the  Abb6  Rivb,*  that  he  could  lend  his  name,  and  give 


dmMCritiqwde  U BtbliograpkU Iriametwe,  "1788,  8vo.— «8  ropUeato  the  tart 
attacks  of  the  Abb^  Riyr.  The  Catalogue  of  Gaignat,  and  the  fairness  of  his 
answers  to  his  adversary's  ceosores,  served  to  place  De  Sure  on  the  pinnacle  of 
bibliographical  reputation ;  while  Rive  was  suffered  to  fret  and  fume  in  unre- 
garded seohision.  He  died  in  the  year  1782,  aged  50 :  and  was  suooeeded  in  his 
bibliographical  labours  by  his  cousin  William  ;  who,  with  Mons.  Van-Praet» 
prepared  the  catalogue  of  the  Duke  de  la  Valliere's  library,  in  1783,  and 
puWshed  other  valuable  catalogues  as  late  as  the  year  1801.  But  both  are 
eclipsed,  in  regard  to  the  nmmber  of  such  publications,  by  their  predecessor 
Gabrixl  Mabtin  ;  who  died  in  the  year  1761,  aged  83— after  having  compiled 
148  catalogues  since  the  year  1705.  This  latter  was  assisted  in  his  labours  by 
Us  son  CUude  Martin,  who  died  in  1788.  See  PeignoVs  DieL  de  Btbliologie, 
▼oL  L,  221,  422:  vol  iii,  277. 


*  The  mentioo  of  De  Bure  and  the  Abb^  RiVB  induces  me  to  inform  the 
reader  that  the  Chaue  aux  BUdioffraphet,  Paris,  1789,  8vOy  of  the  latter,  will  be 
found  a  reeeptade  of  almost  every  kind  of  gross  abuse  and  awkward  vdt  which 
oould  be  poured  forth  against  the  respectable  characters  of  the  day.  It  has  now 
become  rare.  The  Abb^s  "  Notices  caUigraphiqwu  et  typographiquet,**  a  small 
tract  of  16  pages — of  which  only  100  copies  were  printed— is  suffioientiy  curious ; 
it  formed  the  first  number  of  a  series  of  intended  volumes  (12  or  15)  "  du  notices 
taUigrapkiqtus  de  manuscnU  des  differens  siicUs,  et  des  notices  typographiques  de 
Ivnei  du  quintUme  siicU,"  but  the  design  was  never  carried  into  execution 
beyond  this  first  number.  The  other  works  of  Rive  arc  miscellaneous ;  but 
<diiefly  upon  subjects  connected  with  the  belles  lettres.  He  generally  struck  off 
but  few  copies  of  his  publications ;  see  the  Bibliographie  Curieuse,  pp.  58-9 ;  and 
more  particularly  the  Dietionnaire  de  Bibliologie,  voL  iii.,  p.  277,  by  the  same 
mthor,  where  a  minute  list  of  Bive's  productions  is  given,  and.  of  which  Foximier 
might  have  availed  himself  in  his  new  edition  of  the  DieL  Portattfde  Bibliographie, 
Viom  Peignot,  the  reader  is  presented  with  the  following  anecdotes  of  this 
redoubted  champion  of  bibliography.  When  Rive  was  a  yotmg  man,  and  curate 
of  Moll^^es  in  Provence'  the  scandiilous  chronicle  reported  that  he  was  too  inti- 
mate with  a  young  and  pretty  Parisian,  who  was  a  married  woman,  and  whose 
husband  did  not  fail  to  reproach  him  accordingly.  Bive  made  no  other  reply 
than  that  of  taking  the  suspicious  Benedick  in  his  arms,  and  throwing  him  head- 
long out  of  the  window.  Luckily  he  fell  upon  a  dunghill  1  In  the  year  1789, 
upon  a  deigyman's  complaining  to  him  of  the  inflexible  determination  of  a 
great  lord  to  hunt  upon  nis  grounds—"  Mettez-lui  une  messe  dans  U  venire" — 
replied  Rive.  The  clergyman  expressing  his  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  the 
advice  given,  the  facetious  Abb^  replied,  ''  Oo  and  tear  a  leaf  from  your  mass  book, 
wr^>  a  musket-ball  in  it,  and  discharge  it  at  the  tyrant. "  The  Duke  de  la 
ValHere  used  to  say — when  the  knowing  ones  at  his  house  were  wrangling  about 
some  literary  or  bibliographical  point— "  Gentlemen,  I'll  go  and  let  loose  my 
bull  dog,'*— and  sent  into  them  the  Abb€,  who  speedily  put  them  all  to  rights. 
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the  weight  of  his  example,  to  the  propagation  of  coaise 
and  acrimonious   censures. 

Next  to  the  bust  of  De  Bure,  consider  those  of  the 
five  Italian  bibliographers  and  literati,  Ha^m,  Fon- 
TANiNi,  Zeno,  Mazzuchelli,  aud  TiRABOSCHi ;  which 
are  placed  in  the  five  consecutive  niches.  Their  works 
are  of  various  merit,  but  are  all  superior  to  that  of 
their  predecessor  Doni.  AJthough  those  of  the  first 
three  authors  should  find  a  place  in  every  bibUogra- 
phical  collectiou,  the  productions  of  Mazzuchelh,*  and 
especially  of  the  immortal  Tiraboschi,  cannot  fail  to 
be  admitted  into  every  judicious  library,  whether  vast 
or  confined.  Italy  boasts  of  few  literary  characters  of 
a  higher  class,  or   of  a  more    widely-dill'used   reputation 


Rive  died  in  the  fear  1791,  aged  aaventy-oi 
application  ;  but  in  loiflapplyiiig  botb  he  was 
sold  in  1793. 


■  We  may  flrat  observe  that  "La  Libraria  did  DOTR  FioraitinB'"  Vinagis, 
IG5B,  SvD.,  U  yet  oovoted  by  aallectois  bh  the  must  complete  and  Mteemed  of 
all  the  oditlom  of  this  worli.  It  u  omunentod  witli  many  portraiU  of  aaUiora, 
uid  is  now  rare.  CoDSult  Bill.  Ciwrnn.,  vol.  v.,  p.  27£.  Nuroeroiu  are  the 
editions  of  HaIM's  Biblwtaa  IlaOaiui ;  but  thoae  ot  MiUw,  ot  the  date  of  1771, 
4ta.,  S  toIb.,  and  1303,  Svo.  4  vols.,  are  genurolly  purcluued  by  the  skiUul  ia 
Italian  bibliognjiby.  The  beat  editioD  of  FontaHINi's  BMioteca,  delF  S/uqutnta 
JliUutiHi.  ia  with  tha  annotalioDs  c-f  Zbno,  whioh  latter  are  diatinguiishod  for  their 
judgment  and  accuracy.  It  was  published  at  Veoioe  in  1753,  4to.,  2  vols.  ;  boh 
it  must  be  remembnred  that  this  edition  contains  only  the  liird  book  of  FoDta- 
luni,  which  U  a  library  of  the  prinoipal  Italian  authors.  All  the  throe  books  (th» 
Snt  two  beiDg  a  disquisiljon  upon  the  orgfin  and  progress  of  the  Italian  langug^) 
will  bs  found  in  tha  precooding  Vonios  odition  of  1737,  in  one  volume  4to,  In 
the  year  17CI3-S3,  came  forth  tha  incompaiabte  but  unfinished  woric  of  CoDOT 
ULuiucHELU,  in  two  folio  volumsa,  [tha  latter  vol.  being  divided  into  faar 
thiak  porta]  enlittled  ;  OH  SerUiori  d Italia,  ciot  IfoliiU  Btorichi  1  CrituAo  inlonia 
aiU  VUt  a  agU  ScriUi  dei  Lctlcrali  llaliani.  Tbe  death  of  the  learned  author 
prevented  the  pnblicaUon  ot  it  bsyood  the  Qrst  two  letters  of  the  alphabet.  Tha 
Count,  however,  left  behind  ample  materials  for  its  eiecutioa  aooording  to  the 
original  plan,  whioh  la;  shamohilly  neglected  as  late  as  the  year  I77S-  8«e 
BM.  Crteritn.,  vol.  v.,  p.  274.  This  work  is  rare  in  our  own  country.  If  the 
lover  of  Italian  phSolog?  wi«bei  to  inoreaae  his  critico-literary  atorea,  let  him 
pumhasa  tha  Biblialaa  degli  Aatari  AMkAi  Ortci,  t  Laiini  rolgariitalt,  kii.,dtgti 
of   Pairom,  in  fire  quarto  volumes,  1788  :  the  Nativt   lilonco-CfUitht    Ac, 


Scntlori  Vini 


i,  of 


r™a.,  1763,  4to..  2  vols. : 


i  tha 


Titreitiea  0/  Oiambatista  Todehiki,  ftna.,  17S7,  Sro.,  8  toIb.— work*  ncttrljp 
porftol  ol  thur  kind,  and  {espeaially  tbe  latter  cute)  fall  of  ouiious  matter. 


» 
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than  TiRAHOSCHi.*  His  diligence,  his  sftg^tcity,  his 
candour,  his  constant  and  patriotic  exertions  to  do 
justice  to  the  reputation  of  his  countrymen,  and  to 
rescue  departed  worth  irom  ill-merited  oblivion,  assi^ 
to  him  an  exaJted  situation :  a  situation  with  the 
Poggios  and  Politians  of  former  times,  in  the  ever- 
lasting temple  of  Fame !  Bind  his  Storia  delta  Lette- 
ratttra  Italiana  in  the  chuiceNt  vellum,  or  in  t)ie 
stoutest  Russia ;  for  it  merits  no  mean  covering ! 

The  range  of  busts  which  occupies  the  opposite 
niches  represents  characters  of  a  more  recent  date. 
Let  us  begin  with  Mkrcier;1'  a  man  of  extraordinary, 
and  almost  unequalled,  knowledge  in  every  thing 
connected  with  bibliography  and  typography ;  of  a 
quick     apprehension,     tenacious    memory,     and  correct 

•  Tbo best  edition  otliisZ*0era(«™7(aIiaBa[s  that  of  Mtdenii,  1787-91,  Jto., 
in  BFteoD  volninea,  as  It  coDtains  hU  last  ociiTo«tioni  Uid  additiaoB,  and  has  tho 
■utTantAga  t>ta  complete  iudei.  An  einallent  bcpoudI  of  the  life  and  Inbonis  of 
ft!  wonderful  author  appesred  in  the  Bfth  vnlume  of  the  Alhataam,  to  tha 
poniBBl  of  irhioh  I  atrongly  recomaieiiit  the  rsad«r. 

t  BarHielsiar,   HEROtm  SE  8t.  LeoER,  died  in  the  year  1800,  uid    in    the 
■ictj-nitli  at  hii  age,  full  of  rejiutatloa,  nnd  duply  regretted  b;  thoee  who  knsi 
the  ddif^htfol  qualitiea  of  bis  head  and  heart.  It  Is  not  my  intontioTi  to  ennmerats 
alt  \at  publication!,  the  titlm  of  which  nay  bs  found   in  tbe  SUda  IMlhairu, 
mil.  in.,  p.  3S0  ^  but,  in  the  proient  pUoo,  I  will  only  obBorrotliEthia  "SiippfaMmid 
l'JIiiioiftJtl'lmirrimtrU,)iarP.  ArnrcAaiuf,"«B>  Gntpabtisbed  in]773,aiidartai 
wBtdi  in  1J75,  4to.,  a  rare  and  curioua  work ;  but  httle  known  in  this  a 
Bid  BMiolk/que  du  Roman;  traduU  dt  Orte,  wu  pablished  in  1796, 12  voli.  12mo. 
Hii  letUr  oonoernine  De  Bura'a  work,  1763,  Sto.,  betrayed  >ome  gefere  a   ' 
vtnioni  apOD  the  BHIingr.  Inttruet.  :  bat  be  got  a  rimilar  fligelUtion  in  return, 
from  the  Ahbf  Birt,  in  his  Cham  attz  Biblioffrapha—yiiio  held  him  aod  De  Burs, 
and  all  the  bibUot^phioBl  tribe,  io  sororeign  uonteiopt.     His  tetter  to  Boinecken 
apon  tlm  laiB  editiona  of  Uie  l&th  century,  1783,  8vo.,  and  hia  other  w 
never  aaw  iu  any  collecUou.     Tbe  imperial  library  at  Foria  purchased  hia  cop; 
of  Da  VeMier's  and  La  Croii  du  Maine't  Biblioth^quta,  ooTered  with  hia  me 
ginal  anDotationa,  aa  well  as  hia  copy  of  Cloiaant'a  Bilii.   Cvritiut.     Le  Blon 
tnember  of  the  Instllate,  obtained  bis  copy  of  De  Bure'i  BMinip-aplM  Jnttrvetii 
alao  anriched  with  H3.  nates.     Mr.  OehSda,  Lord  Speouer'fi  librarian,  who  kni 
well  the  Abb^  ile  3t.  Lager,  informod  me  that  ho  left  behind  him  ample  materit 
for  a   History  of  Printin);,  in  a  now  edition  at  his  Supplement  to  Marcliand's 
work,  whicb  ha  projected  publiBhing,  and  which  hod  rec^ved  from  him  innu- 
nerable  odditioDB  and  corrections.     "  Ho  wag  a  man,"  aaya  Mr,  Oobnia,  *'  the 
moat  conTeraant  with  editions  nf  books  of  all  kinds,  and  with  every  thing 
Hoted  witb  typography  and  bibliography,  that  1  erar  eonversad  with.' 
reader  may  consult  Peignot's  DitU  lU  Bibliolofii,  toL  L,  p.  452,  voL  iii.,  p.  S12. 
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jttdgfment ;  who  was  more  anxious  to  detect  errors  in 
his  own  publications  than  in  those  of  his  fellow 
labourers  in  the  same  pursuit ;  an  enthusiast  in  typo- 
graphical researches — the  Ulysses  of  bibliographers  ! 
Next  to  him  stand  the  interesting  busts  of  Saxius 
and  Lairb;*  the  latter  of  whom  has  frequently  erred, 
but  who  merited  not  such  a  castigation  as  subsequent 
bibliographers  have  attempted  to  bestow  upon  him: 
in  the  number  of  which^  one  is  sorry  to  rank  the 
very  respectable  name  of  Audifpredi  f — ^whose  bust, 
you  observe^  immediately  follows  that  of  Laire. 
Audiffredi  has  left  behind  him  a  most  enviable  repu- 
tation :  that     of     having    examined    libraries    with     a 


*  The  (humaitieoH  Literarium  of  Chbistophbb  Saxtos,  TraJeeL  ad  Mtmmm, 
1775-90,  BOTon  toIs.  8vo.,  with  a  supplement,  or  eighth  volmne,  publishad  in 
1808,  IB  considered  as  a  work  of  the  yery  first  reputation  in  its  way.  The 
of  eminent  men  are  compendious,  but  accurate ;  and  the  airangement  is  at 
lucid  and  new.  An  elegantly  bound  copy  of  this  scarce  work  cannot  be  obtained 
for  less  than  six  and  seven  guineas.  The  first  bibliographical  prodoetion  of  the 
Abb^  Laire  was,  I  believe,  the  Specimen  Hiitoricum  Typographioe  Jtomeuug,  xr. 
teculi,  Ronue,  1778,  large  8vo.  ;  of  which  work,  a  copy  printed  upon  vsllux 
(perhaps  unique)  was  sold  at  the  sale  of  M.  d'Hangard,  in  1789,  fbr  80O  Hvna. 
Didionn,  Bibliogr.,  voL  iv.,  p.  250.  In  my  Introduction,  &a,  to  the  Greek  and 
Latin  Classics,  some  account  of  its  intrinsic  merit  will  be  found  :  voL  L,  p.  xriiL 
In  the  year  1784  Laire  published  a  "  DistertaHon  tur  roriffine  et  ProffHs  dm 
rimprimerie  en  Franche-C<mt£"  8vo. ;  and,  in  tlie  year  1791,  came  torttt  }dm 
Catalogue  Raisonn^  of  the  early  printed  books  in  the  library  of  Caxdinal  de 
Lomenie  de  Brienne ;  under  the  title  of  "  Index  Librorum  ah  Invenia  Typo^ngitkia^ 
ad  annum  1500,"  in  two  octavo  volumes.  See  tlie  article  "LoMnmB,"  in  the 
list  of  foreign  catalogues,  post.  Laire  was  also  the  author  of  a  few  other  minor 
bibliographical  productions.  All  the  books  in  his  library,  relating  to  this  subjeol^ 
were  covered  with  marginal  notes ;  some  of  them  very  curious.  See  Peignofe's 
IHeL  de  Bibliologie,  vol.  i,  p.  830:  and  Les  Sieclet  LUUraira,  {ISQl,  Svo.) 
vol.  iv.,  p.  75. 

f  The  works  and  the  merits  of  Audiffredi  have  been  before  submitted  by  me 
to  the  public  ;  and  Mr.  Beloo,  in  the  third  volume  of  his  "  A  needotei  qf  LU0ra' 
iure,"  &c.,  has  justly  observed  upon  the  latter.    In  Lord  Spencer's  magnifieent 
library  at  Althorpe,  I  saw  a  copy  of  the  "  JSditiones  Italieog,**  sec  xv.,  1798^  4tou, 
upon  LABGB  PAPER.    It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  some  knowing  MbUognpher 
upon  the  Continent  would  complete  this  unfinished  work  of  AudifEredL     Hit 
JBditionet  Romance,  sec.  zv.,  1788,  4to.,  is  one  of  the  most  perfect  works  of  bihiio- 
graphy  extant :  yet  Laire's  "Index  Librorum,^  &c.  (see  proceeding  note),  is  neces- 
sary to  supply  the  omission  of  some  early  books  printed  at  Bome^  wlikh  had 
escaped  even  this  keen  bibliographer  I 
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cnrioiis  eye,  and  described  the  various  books  which  he 
saw  with  scrupulous  fidelity.  There  are  no  lively  or 
interesting  sallies,  no  highly-wrought,  or  tempting 
descriptions  —  throughout  his  two  quarto  volumes : 
but,  in  lieu  of  this,  there  is  sober  truth,  and  sound 
judgment  I  have  mentioned  AudifBredi  a  little  out  of 
order,  merely  because  his  name  is  closely  connected 
with  that  of  Laire:  but  I  should  have  first  directed 
your  attention  to  the  sagacious  countenance  of  Hei- 
i^ecken;*  whose  work  upon  ancient  printing,  and 
whose  Dictionary  of  Engrtwers  (although  with  the  latter 
we  have  nothing  just  now  to  do)  will  never  fail  to  be 
jusdy  appreciated  by  the  collector.  I  regret,  Lisardo, 
for  your  own  sake — as  you  are  about  to  collect  a  few 
choice  books  upon  typography — ^that  you  will  have  so 
much  to  pay  for  the  former  work,  owing  to  its 
eittreme  rarity  in  this  country,  and  to  the  injudicious 
phrenzy  of  a  certain  class  of  buyers,  who  are  resolved 
to  purchase  it  at  almost  any  price.  Let  me  not  forget 
to  notice,  with  the  encomiums  which  they  deserve,  the 
useful  and  carefully  compiled  works  of  Sbemillbr, 
Braun,  Wurdtwein,  De  Murr,  Rossi,  and  Panzer, 
whose  busts  are  arranged  in  progressive  order.  All 
these    authors  t  are    greatly    eminent    in    the    several 

*  HsiiiiOKEN*8  name  stands  deservedly  high  (notwithstanding  his  tediousness 
and  want  of  taste)  among  bibliographical  and  typographical  antiquaries.  Of  his 
''NachriekUn  von  Kunstlemund  Kuntt'Sacheii"  Leipzig,  1768,  Sto.,  two  vols., 
(being  ''New  Memoirs  upon  Artists  and  the  objects  of  Art" — and  which  is 
frequently  referred  to  by  foreigners,)  I  never  saw  a  copy.  It  was  again  published 
in  1786.  His  '*  IdSe  OtngraUeTune  ColUcHon  eompUtU  dEttampa"  &o.  Leipt,^ 
1771,  8vo.,  is  a  most  curious  and  entertaining  book ;  but  unconscionably  dear  in 
this  country.  His  ** Dtetionnaire  de*  Artutet  tiont  nout  awn*  de*  Bgtampe*" 
lus.,  Leip*,  1778,  8vo.,  four  vols.,  is  an  unfinished  performance,  but  remarkably 
minute  as  far  as  it  goes.  The  remainder,  written  in  the  German  language, 
oontinues  in  MS.  in  the  Electorate  library  at  Dresden,  forming  twelve  volumes. 
Of  the  character  of  Heinecken's  latter  work,  consult  Huberts  Manuel,  tbc,  det 
AmaUurt  de  FArt,  Zurich,  1797,  8vo.  :  and  a  recent  work  entitled  "Notice*  de* 
Oraveun,"  Paris,  1804,  8vo.,  two  vols.  Heinecken  died  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty. 

t  We  will  discuss  their  works  teriatim,  as  Lisardo  has  said  above.     SiB- 
mUtKB'S   Bibliotheecf  IneoUtadtenii*  Incunabula   Typographioa,    ooatalns   four 
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departments  which  they  occupy;  especially  Pftnzer — 
whose  Armaks  Ti/pographici,  in  regard  to  arrange- 
ment and  fulness  of  information,  leaves  the  similar 
work  of  bis  pr^edessor,  Maittaire,  far  behind.  It  is 
unluckily  printed  upon  wretched  paper — but  who 
rejects  the  pine-apple  from  the  roughness  of  its  coat? 
Get  ready  the  wherry;  man  it  with  a  choice  biblio* 
manical  crew,  good    Lisardo! — and  smuggle  over   in  it. 


parti,  or  fasoionli :  they  are  bound  in  one  Tolume,  qoarto,  1787,  ko, ;  but,  unfor- 
tunately for  those  who  love  curious  and  carefully  executed  worki,  it  is  nther 
rare  in  this  country.  The  NotUia  Hidorico-Critica  de  Hbrit  ab  mi  ifpog,  «ii«mC.« 
by  Placid  Braun,  in  two  parts,  or  yolumes,  1788,  4to.,  with  cnrious  platfli^  has 
long  been  a  desideratum  in  my  own  collection ;  and  my  friend  Mr.  Beloe,  who 
is  luckily  in  possession  of  a  copy,  enjoys  his  triumph  over  me  when  he  diaooTeKS 
it  not  in  my  bibliographical  boudoir.  The  same  author  also  published  Ids 
**  NotUia  ffutorico-Literaria  de  cod.  MSS.  in  Bibl.  MontuL  ord.  3.  Bened,  ad  S& 
Vidal.  et  A/ram  Augutia  ex  tantihtu/*  Aug.  Vindel.,  1791,  4te.,  two  Tok.  CaU 
de  SantcMder,  vol,  iv.,  p.  170.  I  know  not  how  any  well  verMd  bibliogrspher 
can  do  without  the  "  Btbltotheca  Moguntina  libt^  sceenlo  primo  TjhfograpkA» 
Mogtmtia  imprettis  instructa;"  1787,  4to.,  of  Wurdtwein.  It  has  some  oiuioiui 
plates  of  fac-similes,  and  is  rarely  seen  in  the  Strand  or  King-street  book-maricets. 
C.  T.  Db  Murb  published  a  work  of  some  interest,  entitled,  "MemorabiUa 


Bibliothecanim  PuJblicarum  NorimJbtrgentium"  Jiorimb,,  1786-91,  three 
vols.  8vo. ;  which  is  also  rare.  —Rossi's  valuable  work  concerning  the  annals  of 
Hebrew  typography:  Annales  Hebmeo'Typogmphiei,  d  1475,  ad  1540,  Pamia^ 
1795, 1799,  4to.,  two  separate  publications,  is  prettily  printed  by  Bodoni,  and  is 
an  indispensable  article  in  the  collection  of  the  typographical  antjqnary.     See 

the  Diet  de  Bibltologie,  voL  iii.,  p.  286. Panzer's  Annates  Typograpkieig  in 

eleven  quarto  volumes  (1793 — 1803)  is  a  work  of  the  very  first  importance  to 
bibliogn^hers.  Its  arrangement,  after  the  manner  of  Orlandi's,  is  clear  and  most 
convenient ;  and  the  references  to  authorities,  which  are  innumerable,  are,  upon 
the  whole,  very  faithful.  The  indexes  are  copious  and  satisfactory.  TbiB  work 
(of  which  1  hear  there  are  only  three  copies  upon  larob  paper)  contalna  an 
account  of  books  which  were  printed  in  all  parts  of  Europe  from  the  year  1467, 
to  1586,  inclusive  ;  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  author  pubtishod  a 
distinct  work  in  the  year  1788,  4to.,  relating  to  books  which  were  printed^ 
within  the  same  period,  in  the  German  Lat^uoffe;  and  this  should  always 
accompany  the  eleven  Latin  volumes.  I  will  just  add  from  it,  as  a  onrioelty, 
the  title  and  colophon  (translated  into  English)  of  the  first  printed  book  In  the 
German  language :— "  The  Publication  of  Diethers,  Elector  or  MATJoraip 
AGAiMST  Count  Adolphus  of  Nassau  ;  given  otU  under  <mr  impmaed  mad  o» 
Tnetday,  ajler  ike  fomik  Sunday  in  Advent,  anno  Domini  1462."  Consult  also 
Wurdtwein's  Bibl.  Moguni.,  p.  80 ;  and  the  authorities  there  refened  to.  It 
seems  doubtful  whether  this  curious  little  brochure,  of  which  scarcely  any  thin^ 
more  than  a  fragment  now  remains,  was  printed  by  Fust  and  Schoetfer,  or  bj 
Gutenberg. 


THE  CABINET.  6fi 

if  yoa  can,  the  precious  works  ol'  these  latter  bib- 
liographers— for  you  may  saunter  "  from  rise  to  set  ol 
sun,"  from  Wbitecbapel  to  Hyde-Park  Comer — for 
them — in  vain  ! 

What  countenances  are  those  which  beam  with  so 
much  quiet,  but  interesting,  expression  ?  They  are  the 
resemblances  of  Denis    and    Camu;*:  *    the    (brraer    of 


*  HicaAII>  Dinna,  the  traaslator  of  Oanaa,  aarl  a  bibliographer  of  juitly 
eat&l'liihed  eminonca,  w««  principal  librarian  of  the  Imperial  library  at  Tiiiniui, 
wid  diad  in  ths  foar  1800,  at  the  nge  of  71.  Uia  SHpploKml  la  ifaillair^i 
Tf/MjnpKital  AniiaU,  in  two  parts  or  Talummi,  17S9,  Ua.,  la  a  work  of  Bolid 
tnarlt,  and  indispeiuBble  to  tba  posssHor  of  It*  precursor.  The  bibliographic*! 
raferoDce*  lira  Tsry  few ;  buttho  duscriptJanB  ofthoioluineaAni  minutely  aeminte. 
The  inJeica  alio  are  eiucUont.  In  the  jTMr  1793,  Donia  published  the  first 
vohune  (in  Ihreo  thick  ports  in  folio)  of  his  Codirei  Maniurnpli  ThtoUgici  Bibl. 
PalaL  Viitdoi.  ;  a  productioD  wbiuh  the  reader  will  find  aomewhat  fullf  deacribed 
in  the  annunij!  pagea.  Tha  second  Tolume  appeared  after  hia  death  Id  1801.  In 
1705-4,  osma  lorth  hia  aeooad  edition  of  an  falrodaOion  to  tlu  KvowUdge  i,f 
Booit,  in  two  ijuarto  volames;  anfortonatel}'  written  in  the  German  toaguflgo— 
but  (nentioDed  Hith  approbation  in  tliefirat  Tolumeof  the  iltia.dt  C  /ajt,  p.  S18. 
Ounaallalea  Foignot'a  IHci.  dt  Rihlkolajir,  toI.  i.,  p.  122  ;  iL,  232. — -AniuKD 
GajrroN  Camdb  is  ■  bibliogTsphor  of  very  flr»t  rate  reputation.  The  mader  bai 
onlf  to  peruae  the  foUawinK  Cltlm  of  soma  of  hu  norkn,  and  he  will  cortgjnly 
bewail  Ua  ill  fortune  if  tha;  are  Dot  to  bo  found  in  his  library.  Olunafuini 
nr  U  dutrihuHon  it  It  e/aamtnt  da  Hera  fCunt  Bi'btu>Mi>ii :  2.  A-ldUiaiu  aux 
■<bat ;  3,  iirmoifr  mr  rni  liwt  A  llamtmi  (wbicli  la  the  fanioun  TEWRDAHNDEBa  ; 
■od  about  which  it  to  be  hoped  thai  Mr.  Douoa  will  one  day  [avour  ua  with  hia 
rarioDa  remaHcB)  :  4.  Addition  an  nAnc :  G.  Mrmoirf  ttr  I'Mifoirt  tt  tri  procldii 
Jm  P«tiftifpagt  adela  Sitrlolgjne  :  6.  Rapporl  sar  la  amtiii  •lUlioa  tit  la  Ce^/ecf wft 
da  Bittariau  dt  PraKcc,  a  dt  ntle  da  Charlra  et  Di/ilimet :  7.  A'otitt  tt'tm, 
fi'iR  imprimt  d  Btur^ety  n  1102.  All  these  works  are  thus  atrung  tOEother,  be- 
came Ibaj  occur  in  Uio  fint  three  Toluinei  of  tbe  Ittnuiira  di  I'lHtliltJ.  Thia 
enrioua  book,  printed  at  Bamberg,  woa  diacovsred  by  a  German  deigymaii  of  tba 
DBine  of  Stenier,  and  waa  flnit  deioribed  by  hini  in  tbe  MaymxH  Bint.-LUt., 
biUiogr.  Chaminti,  1702  :  but  Camus'a  memoir  ia  replote  with  curiuua  matter, 
and  ii  iUostrated  with  f^similo  euta.  In  the  "Xotiai  tl  Ertrailt  da  MSS.  di 
la  Bi6l.  A'alioaalr,''  ml  vi.,  p.  106,  will  be  found  a  moat  interesting  memoir  by 
him,  retotiDgto  two  ancient  manuacript  biblea,  in  two  Tolumes  folio,  adorned  with 
a  profuvon  of  picturea  :  of  lome  of  which  very  elegant  fac-ajmifoa  are  given. 
nwae  picturea  are  6152  in  number  !  each  of  them  baving  a  LaUu  and  FVeooh 
Tana  beautifully  written  and  illuminated  beneath. — Camus  mippoaes  that  such  a 
worlc  oould  not  now  be  eieuuted  under  100,000  fntocs  I— "When  (eiclaims  he) 
■ball  wa  find  anch  modem  spedmena  of  book.luiury  !"  In  the  year  1802,  be 
pobliahed  an  admirable  "  Mfnoin  tar  la  (olltctiim  del  grandi  «I  jxliu  ooynyia, 
tt  Ktr  la  CullectieK  da  Vai)agii  dn  Me'rhurdrrh  Tfiremol,"  Ito,,  with  an  oicellent 
"Table  doe  Hatieree.  "    Ofhin  own  journey  into  the  Low  Coutitriee,  recently 
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whom  is  better  known  from  bis  AnnaUum  TypografM-- 
corum  Maittaire  Supplementum ;  and  tbe  latter  very 
generally  respected  abroad,  although  our  acquaintance 
with  him  in  this  country  is  exceedingly .  slight.  If  I 
mistake  not,  I  observe  the  mild  and  modest  countenance 
of  my  old  acquaintance,  Herbert,  in  this  bibliogra- 
phical group  of  heads?  Do  not  despise  his  tofl* 
because  it  is  not  sprinkled  with  gay  conceits,  or 
learned  digressions :  he  wrote  to  be  useful,  not  to  be 
entertaining;  and  so  far  as  he  went,  his  work  was 
such  an  improvement  upon  his  predecessor's  plan  as 
to  place  it  quite  at  the  head  of  National  Typo- 
graphy.     See    yonder    the    sensible     countenance    of 


published,  I  neyer  met  with  a  copy.    All  the  preceding  works,  with  the  ezoeptioii 
of  the  last^  are  in  my  own  humble  collection. 

*  A  short  bibliographical  memoir  of  Hxrbert  will  be  fonnd  in  the  lint 
▼olmne  of  my  edition  of  the  Typographical  AjUiquitUs  of  Great  BrUaiiu  Since 
that  was  published,  I  have  gleaued  a  few  further  particulars  relating  to  him, 
which  may  be  acceptable  to  the  reader.  Shortly  after  the  appearance  of  his 
third  volume,  he  thus  speaks  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Price,  librarian  of  the  Bodleian 
library,  "If  at  any  time  you  meet  with  any  book  of  which  I  haye  not  taken 
notice,  or  made  any  mistake  in  the  description  of  it,  your  kind  information  will 
be  esteemed  a  favour ;  as  I  purpose  to  continue  collecting  materials  for  a  futore 
publication,  when  enough  shall  be  collected  to  make  another  volume."  This 
was  in  Aprfl,  1790.  In  the  ensuing  month  he  thus  addresses  his  ohi  friend 
Mr.  White,  of  Crickhowell,  who,  with  himself,  was  desperately  addicted  to  tbe 
black-letter.  "  To  morrow  my  wife  and  self  set  out  for  Norfolk  to  take  a  Utile 
relaxation  for  about  a  fortnight.  I  hope  my  labours  will  in  some  good  measore 
answer  the  expectation  of  my  friends  and  subscribers  in  general.  Sure  I  am  my 
best  endeavours  have  been  exerted  for  that  purpose.  I  have  been  24  yeeiv 
collecting  materials ;  have  spent  many  a  fair  pound,  and  many  a  weary  Lour ; 
and  it  is  now  ten  years  since  the  first  part  was  committed  to  the  press.  I  poipoee 
to  continue  collecting  materials  in  order  to  a  fourth  volume,  &c. ;— ^yet  by  no 
means  will  I  make  myself  debtor  to  the  public  when  to  publish  :  if  it  shall  pleeiie 
God  to  take  me  to  himself,  Isaac  will  in  due  time  set  it  forth.  However  I  shell 
keep  an  interleaved  copy  for  the  purpose."  |In  a  letter  to  a  Mr.  John  Banger 
finssell  (in  Dorsetshire),  written  in  the  ensuing  month  of  June,  the  same  senti- 
ments and  the  same  intention  are  avowed.  Thus  ardent  was  the  bibliomaniaoel 
flptrit  of  Herbert  in  his  72d  year  !  The  interltaixd  co/ty  here  alluded  to  (whicA 
wu  bound  in  six  volumes  4to.,  in  Russia  binding,  and  for  which  Mr.  Ooogfa  had 
jfiT«i  Herbert's  widow  52L  lObt.)  is  now  in  my  possession ;  as  well  as  the  jet 
:c>fir*t  valuable  acquisition  of  some  numerous  MS.  addenda  to  his  History  of 
Frmticg— both  of  these  articles  having  been  purchase  by  me  at  the  sale  of 
Sf  f  Gongh'*  MSS.  and  printed  books,  A,  D.    1810. 
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Hakwood  !  *  the  first  writer  in  this  country  who 
taught  us  to  consider  the  respective  merits  and  de- 
merits of  the  various  editions  of  Greek  and  Latin 
authors. 

Lis.  You  are^  no  doubt,  a  fond  and  partial  critic  in 
regard  to  the  works  of  Herbert  and  Harwood :  but  I 
am  glad  to  recognise  my  fellow  countrymen  in  such  an 
illustrious  assemblage.    Go  on. 

Lysand.  We  are  just  at  the  close.  But  a  few  more 
busts,  and  those  very  recently  executed,  remain 'to  be 
noticed.  These  are  the  resemblances  of  La  Sbrna 
Santander,  Caillbau,  and  Oberlin  ;  f  while  several 

*  Dr.  Edwabd  Habwood  published  the  fourth  and  last  edition  of  his 
"  View  of  the  varUmi  editiant  qf  the  Greek  and  Roman  CUuncs"  in  the  year  1790, 
8to.  a  work  which,  in  the  public  estimation,  has  entitled  its  author's  memory 
to  yery  considerable  respect  in  the  classical  world;  although  the  late  Professor 
Porson,  in  the  fly  leaf  of  a  copy  of  my  second  edition  of  a  similar  publication, 
was  pleased  to  call  the  Doctor  by  a  name  rather  unusually  harsh  with  Mm,  who 
was  *'  CriticuB  et  lenis  et  acutus  ;*'  censuring  also  my  depeudance  upon  my  prede- 
cessor. In  the  year  1808,  was  published  my  third  edition  of  "An  introduction  to 
the  hundedge  oj  rare  and  valuahle  editiont  qf  the  Greek  and  LaJtin  Classic^,**  two 
volumes  Sva  :  in  which,  if  I  may  presume  to  talk  of  anything  so  insignificant, 
I  haye  endeayoured  to  exhibit  the  opinions — not  of  Dr.  Harwood  alone,  but  of  the 
most  eminent  foreign  criti(»  and  editors — upon  the  numerous  editions  which,  in 
a  chronological  series,  are  brought  before  the  reader's  attention.  The  remarks  of 
the  first  bibliographers  in  Europe  are  also,  for  the  first  time  in  a  English  pub- 
lication,  subjoined ;  so  that  the  loyer  of  curious,  as  well  as  of  valuable,  editions 
may  be  equally  gratified.  The  authorities,  exceedingly  numerous  as  well  as 
respectable,  are  referred  to  in  a  manner  the  most  unostentatious ;  and  a  full 
measure  of  text,  and  to  be  really  useful,  was  my  design  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  of  it.  To  write  a  long  and  dull  homily  about  its  imperfections  would  be 
gross  affectation.  An  extensive  sale  has  satisfied  my  publishers  that  its*  merit 
a  Kttle  counterbalances  its  defects. 

+  Db  LA  Sbbna  Saittandbr  will  always  hold  a  distinguished  place  amongst 
bibliographers,  not  only  firom  the  care  and  attention  with  which  he  put  forth  the 
catalogue  of  his  own  books — the  parting  from  which  must  have  gone  near  to 
break  his  heart—  but  from  his  elegant  and  useful  work  entitled,"  Dietionnaire 
BibHoffraphigue  efioiti  du  guimieme  SUcle"  1805,  &c.,  8vo.,  in  three  parts  or 
volumes.  His  summary  of  researches,  upon  the  invention  of  printing,  Mr. 
Edwards  told  me,  he  read  "  with  complete  satisfaction" — this  occupies  the  first 
part  or  volume.  The  remaining  volumes  form  a  necessary,  as  weU  as  brilliant,  sup. 
plement  to  De  Bure.    Just  at  this  moment,  I  believe  that  Mr.'  Beloe's,  and  my 

own,  copy  of  the  work,  are  the  only  ones  in  this  country. Caillbau  has  the 

credit  of  being  author  of  the  Dietionnaire  Bihliographique,  &o.,  in  three  volumes, 
octavo,  1790— of  which  there  are  a  sufficient  number  of  counterfeited  and  faulty 
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vacant  niches  remain  to  be  filled  up  with  the  busts  of 
more  modem  bibliographers  of  eminence:  namely,  of 
Van-Praet,  Fischer,  Lambinet,  Renouard,  Peignot, 
FouRNiER,  Barbier,  Boucher,  and  Brunet.* 


re-impressions ;  but  which,  after  all,  in  its  original  shape,  edit.  1790,  is  not 
from  gross  errors  ;  however  useful  it  is  in  many  respects.  I  suspect,  however,  that 
the  Abb^  DucLOS  had  the  greater  share  in  this  publication  :  but,  be  this  as  it  may, 
the  fourth  supplemental  volume  (by  the  younger  Brunet)  is,  in  every  req>eot^  » 
more  '.accurate  and  valuable  performance.  Obeblin,  librarian  of  the  central 
school  or  coUege  at  Strasboiirg,  is  author  of  a  bibliographical  treatise  particulariy 
deserving  of  the  antiquary's  attention  :  namely,  £$sai  d^annaUt  de  laviede 
GvJUnburg,  dhc.,  Stasb.,  an.  ix.,  8vo.  His  other  numerous  (belles-lettres) 
are  minutely  specified  by  Peignot  in  his  Diet,  de  Bibliologie,  vol.  ilL,  p.  230.  His 
edition  of  Horace,  Argent.,  1788,  4to.,  is  both  elegant  and  correot. 

*  Let  us  go  quietly  through  the  modem  French  school  of  bibliography. — Moml 
Joseph  Yav-Pbaet  is  principal  librarian  of  the  Imperial  collection  at  Paris,  and 
is  justly  called,  by  some  of  his  fellow-labourers  in  the  same  career,  **  one  <rf  the 
first  bibliographers  in  Europe."  He  is  known  to  me,  as  a  bibliographical  writer, 
only  by  the  part  which  he  took,  and  so  ably  executed,  in  the  ValUere  oatalogiie 
of  1783.  Peignot  informs  us  that  M.  Van-Praet  is  now  busy  in  composing  a  Uttle 
work — ^which  I  am  sure  will  rejoice  the  hearts  of  all  true  bibliomaniacs  to  be  ap- 
prised of — called  a  Catalogue  raitonni  of  books  PRINTED  UPON  YKLLXnf ;  for 
which  he  has  already  prepared  not  fewer  than  2000  articles  1  See  the  CwriotUia 
Bibliogi'.,  p.  iij.  Among  these  vellum  articles,  gentle  reader,  I  assure  thee  that 
thine  eyes  will  be  blest  with  the  description  of  "  The  Shtp  of  Fooles,"  printed 
by  Pynson,  1509 1   The  urbanity  and  politeness  of  this  distinguished  librarian  are 

equal  to  his  knowledge. Qotthelf  Fibchee,  a  Saxon  by  birth,  and  libnuiaa 

of  the  public  collection  at  Mentz,  has  given  us  the  following  intereeUng  tmatliw, 
of  which,  I  believe,  not  five  copies  are  to  be  found  in  this  country :  namdy « 
Jiuai  tur  lei  Monumens  Typographiquei  deJean  Ouienberg,  dtc.,  an.  z.  [  1801  ],  4to.  :' 
and  Detcriptiont  de  raretis  typographiques  et  de  MaaituerUt  remarquabiet,  dx., 
Nuremb.,  1801,  8vo. — the  latter  is  in  the  Gtorman  language,  andhas  cuta — witb  a 
portrait  of  Fust.  By  this  time,  the  work  has  most  probably  been  translated  into 
French,  as  it  is  frequently  referred  to  and  highly  spoken  of  by  foreigners.  Peignofe 
[Did  de  Bibliologie,  voL  iii.,  p.  128]  refers  us  to  the  fine  eulogy  pronotmoed 
upon  Fisher  (not  yet  40  years  of  age)  by  Camus,  in  his  "  Voyage  dans  les  depar- 

temens  r^unis,"  p.  12. Lambinet  will  always  be  remembered  and  reapeoted, 

as  long  as  printing  and  bibliography  shall  be  studied,  by  his  "  Meekerekei 
quet  LittSrairet  et  Critiques,  tur  I*  Origini  de  V  Imprimerie ;  pariieuliirtmaU 
let  premiert  Stablissemens  an  XV™«  sUcle  dans  la  Belgique,**  &o.,   Braz.,  an.  ML 
(1798),  8vo.    It  is,  indeed,  a  very  satisfactory  periormanoe :  the  result  of  jndgnMnt 

and  taste — rare  union  ! In  liko  manner,  Renouabd  has  procured  for  himaatf 

a  bibliographical  immortality  by  his  Aniuiles  de  V  ImpritMriedet  Aidt^  1808|,  8f0.j 
two  vols.  :  a  work  almost  perfect  of  its  kind,  and  by  many  degrees  superior  to 
Bandini's  dry  Annales  Typog.  Juntarum,,  Lues,  1761.  In  Renouard'a  taste,  aoea- 
racy  and  interest  are  delightfully  combined ;  and  the  woiIe  is  printed  with  nnri- 
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Lis.  I  am  quite  anxiouis  to  possess  the  publications 
of  these  modems :  but  you  say  nothing  of  their  com- 
parative value  with  the  ancients. 


▼ailed  bewity.  There  were  only  six  copies  of  it  printed  upon  labgb  paper  ;  one 
of  which  I  saw  in  the  fine  ooUection  of  the  Rt  Hon.  T.  Orenville.^ — Few  modem 
MUiographers  have  displayed  so  much  diligence  as  Oabbiel  Pkionot  :  from  whom 
we  have,  L  JHeU&nnaire  Raimmni  de  Biblioloffie,  Paris,  1802, 8vo.,  two  vols.,  with 
a  third,  by  way  of  supplement  (1804).  With  necessary  corrections  and  additions, 
this  woHc  would  answer  many  useful  purposes  in  an  English  translation.  2.  Es$ai  d$ 
CwriotUh  Bihliograpkiques,  1804,  8ro.  This  is  a  yery  amusing  (but  scarce  and 
unconscionably  dear)  book.  It  contains  elaborate  descriptions  of  many  curious 
and  sumptuous  works,  which  were  sold  for  1000  and  more  livres  at  public  sales. 
S.  Dietuninain,  dtc,  det  prineipaux  livret  eondamnh  aufeu,  tupprimSs  ou  centuris, 
Paris,  1806,  8to.,  2  vols.  The  very  title  of  such  a  work  must  sharpen  the  edge 
of  curiosity  with  those  bibliomaniacs  who  have  never  seen  it  4.  Bihliographie 
Curieiue,  mi  Notia  RaitonMit  de*  livres  imprimSi  a  cent  exemplaires  an  plus,  tuivie 
d^tme  notice  de  qudqnea  ouvrage»  tirii  tur  papier  de  couleur,  Paris,  1808,  8vo.  Only 
one  hundred  copies  of  this  thin  volume  were  struck  off :  of  which  J  possess  the 
86th  copy,  according  to  Peignot's  notification.  Indeed  I  am  fortunate  in  having 
all  his  preceding  works.    Let  us  wish  long  life  and  never-failing  success  to  so 

brave  a  book-chevalier  as  Gabriel  Peignot Frakooib  Ionaob  Fournisb,  at 

18  years  of  age,  published  an  elegantly  printed  little  volume,  entitled  £uai  Par- 
taiifde  Bibliograpkie,  1796,  8vo.,  of  which  only  26  copies  were  struck  off.  In  the 
year  1805,  this  essay  assumed  the  form  of  a  IMctionary,  and  appeared  under  the 
title  of  Dietionnaire  pmiaUfde  BiUiograpkie,  tkc,  8vo.,  comprising  17,000  articles, 
printed  in  a  very  small  character.  Last  year,  in  the  month  of  May,  Foumier 
pat  forth  a  new  edition  of  this  DicUonnaire,  considerably  augmented ;  but  in 
which  (such  is  the  fate  of  bibliographical  studies)  notwithstanding  all  the  care  of 
the  author,  Brunet  tells  us  that  he  has  discovered  not  fewer  than  five  hundred 
errors !  Let  not  Foumier,  however  be  discouraged ;  in  a  few  years  he  will  achieve 

something  yet  more  worthy  of  his  laudable  zeal  in  bibliography. AnronnE- 

AXJEXANDRB  Babbikr,  librarian  of  the  Council  of  State,  has  favoured  us  with  (an 
admirably  well  executed  work,  entitled  Dietionnaire  de*  Ouvrage*  Anonyme*  et 
Psemdomymet,  eompotU,  iradtUts  ou  publics  en  Frangais,  Sc,,  aeoompagneS  de  notes  hi*» 
ioriqybu  et  critiques,  Paris,  Imprimis  Bibliogr,,  18()6,  8vo.,  two  vols.  Bee  also  art. 
*'  Conseil  d'  Etat,"  in  the  list  of  French  Catalogues,  po^  From  these  the  reader 
will  judge  of  the  warm  thanks  to  which  this  eminent  bibliographer  is  entitled  for 

his  very  useful  labours. O.  BoucHXB  de  la  Richarderie  has,  in  an  especial 

manner,  distinguished  himself  by  his  Bibliathiqwe  Universelle  des  Voyages,  Paris, 
1808, 8vo.,  six  vols. :  a  work  executed  with  care,  minuteness,  and  considerable 
interest.  Some  of  its  extracts  are,  perhaps,  unnecessarily  long.  The  index  to 
the  sixth  volume  will  lead  the  reader  to  consult  an  account  of  some  of  the  most 
ancient^  rare,  and  curious  publications  of  voyages  which  have  ever  appeared  :  and 
Boucher  "  has  deserved  well"  of  the  book  world  by  this  truly  valuable  and  almost 

indispensable  performance. BRxnuvc  Le  Fils.    Thisable  writer,  and  enthusiastic 

devotee  to  bibliography,  has  recently  published  an  excellent  and  copious  work 
which  would  appear  greatly  to  eclipse  Foumier's ;  entitled  "Manuel  du  Libraite 
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Lysand.  Generally  speaking,  in  regard  to  discoveries 
of  rare  books  and  typographical  curiosities,  the  modema 
have  the  advantage.  They  have  made  more  ratioaal 
conclusions,  from  data  which  had  escaped  their  pre- 
decessors :  and  the  sparkling  and  animated  manner  in 
which  they  dress  out  the  particular  objects  that  they 
describe  renders  the  perusal  of  their  works  more  plea- 
sant and  gratifying.  1  am  not  sure  that  they  have  the 
learning  of  the  old  school :  but  their  works  are,  in 
general,  less  ponderous  and  repulsive.  The  ancient 
bibliographers  were  probably  too  anxious  to  describe 
every  thing,  however  minute  and  unimportant :  they 
thought  it  better  to  say  too  much  than  too  little ;  and, 
finding  the  great  mass  of  readers  in  former  Umes, 
nninstructed  in  these  particular  pursuits,  they  thought 
they  could  never  exhaust  a  subject  by  bringing  to  bear 
upon  it  every  point,  however  remotely  connected  ! 
They  found  the  plain,  it  is  true,  parched  and  sandy ; 
but  they  were  not  satisfied  with  pouring  water  upon  it, 
'till  they  had  converted  it  into  a  deluge.* 

Lis.  Let  me  ask  you,  at  this  stage  of  our  inquiries, 
what  you  mean  by  bibliographical  publications? — and 
whether  the  works  of  those  authors  which  you  have 
enumerated  are  sufficient  to  enable  a  novice,  like 
myself,  to  have  pretty  accurate  notions  about  the  rarity 
and  intrinsic  value  of  certain  works  ? 

Lysand.  By  bibliographical  publications,  I  mean 
such   works   as  give  us  some  knowledge  of  the  literary 

et  dt  r  AmmUur  di  Livra,  caHtenanl,  1.  Un  A'ohm™  DiclioHnairt  BH-Hosrapkiq^t, 
a.  Une  Table  en  forme  dt  Catalosve  Jtaimnnli,  Psrii,  ISIO,  Svo.,  3  tdIk.  :  in  wliich 
be  tetis  UB  ha  luu  devated  at  loiut  thirty  joan  to  tbe  aiamiimtioii  of  book*. 
Thu  tinit  twu  volumes  forra  a  wientiflD  orraDgenieDt :  the  latter  is  an  alphabetioaj 
□ae,  refeiriDg  to  ono  or  the  other  of  the  procoding  Talumes  for  ■  mora  coiooub 
aooount  of  the  work.  It  iziiuit  bo  coofOGaod  that  Bnmet  has,  in  this  publicaJwu, 
eisouted  a  difSoult  tuk  with  grsSit  abihty. 

•  WhatDoDlasay*,  iQthoprofaoBtohi»ea(fl((y.  Cod.  ilSS.  liibt.  Palat.Vindctk 
(of  which  «e  p.  85,  antot  ia  very  jugt ;  "  media  inoccJendum  ria  ;  neque  nudia 
Dodicum  titulis,  ut  quitiiiBdara  bibliothODis  ptocuit,  in  churtom  ooDjectis  provehi 
multum  atudia,  neque  doaii,  qiur  mptriorii  ieciil.ifiiit  inlnaiiematia,  anliaffibui  d 
"  a." — This  is  celiaioly  desoriplivo  of  ths  OLD  bCduol  of  InUiogivphy. 


THE  CABINET. 


-  71. 


I 


productions,  as  well  as  of  the  life,  ot  certain  learned 
men  ;  which  state  the  various  and  the  best  editions  of 
their  lucubrations ;  and  which  stimulate  us  to  get  pos- 
session of  these  editions.  Every  biographical  narrative 
which  is  enriched  with  the  mention  of  curious  and  rare 
editions  of  certain  works  is,  to  a  great  extent,  a  biblio- 
graphical publication.  Those  works  which  treat  pro- 
fessedly upon  books  are,  of  course,  immediately  within 
the  pale  of  bibliography. 

Lis.  But  am  I  to  be  satisfied  with  the  possession  of 
those  works  already  recommended  ? 

Phtl.  I  suppose  Lisardo  has  heard  of  certain  valuable 
CATALOGUBiJ,  and  he  wishes  to  know  how  far  the  pos- 
session of  these  may  be  requisite  in  order  to  make  him 
a  bibliographer  7 

Lysand.  At  present  I  will  say  nothing  about  the 
catalogues  of  tlie  collections  ol'  our  own  countrymen. 
As  we  have  been  travelling  principally  abroad,  we  may 
direct  our  attention  to  those  wliich  relate  to  foreign 
collections. 

And  first,  let  us  pay  a  due  tribute  of  praise  to  the 
published  Catalogues  of  Libraries  collected  by  the 
Jesuits:  men  of  shrewd  talents  and  unabating  research, 
and  in  derogation  of  whose  merits  Voltaire  and  D'Alem- 
bert  disgraced  themselves  fay  scribbling  the  most  con- 
temptible lampoons.  The  downi'all  of  this  society  led, 
not  very  indirectly,  to  the  destruction  of  the  ancient 
French  monarchy.  Men  seemed  to  forget  that  while  the 
most  shameless  depredations  were  committed  within 
the  libraries  of  the  Jesuits,  the  cause  of  learning,  as  well 
as  of  liberty,  suffered, — and  the  spoils  which  have  glit- 
tered before  our  eyes,  as  the  precious  relics  of  these  col- 
lections, serve  to  nfibrd  a  melancholy  proof  how  little 
tho!^  men  stick  at  any  thing  who,  in  raising  the  war- 
whoop  of  liberty  and  equality,  tear  open  the  very  bowels 
of  order,  tranqiuUity,  peace,  and  decorum!  But,  to  the 
Kubjcct.  Let  the  catalogues  of  pu  blic  collections,  when 
they  are  well  arranged,  be  received  into  your  library. 
Ol"   foreign    private    collections,     the     catalogues     of 
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*  Du    Frrsne,  Cordes,    Hbinsias,  Baluzb,  C!olbbrt, 
RoTHELiN,  De  Boze,  Prepond,  Pompadour,  Gaignat, 

GOUTTARD,  BUNAU,    SOUBISE,    La  VaLLIBRE,    CrBVBNNA, 


*  As  it  would  hare  required  more  breath  than  osnally  foils  to  the  lot  of  aa 
individual,  for  Lysander  to  have  given  even  a  rough  sketch  of  the  meritB,  do- 
merits,  and  rarity  of  certain  foreign  catalogues  of  public  and  private  coUections — 
in  his  discourse  with  his  friends  —  I  have  ventured  to  supply  the  defldency  bj 
subjoining,  in  the  ensuing  tolerably  copioiu  note,  a  list  of  these  oatalogaeB,  alpha- 
betically arranged  ;  as  being,  perhaps,  the  most  convenient  and  aooeptable  plan. 
Such  an  attempt  is  quite  novel ;  and  must  be  received,  therefore,  with  many 
grains  of  allowance.  Although  I  am  in  possession  of  the  greater  number  (at  leaat 
of  two  thirds)  of  the  catalogues  described,  I  am  aware  that,  in  regard  to  the  de- 
scription of  those  not  in  my  own  library,  I  subject  myself  to  the  lash  of  P.  Mofhof. 
"  Inepti  sunt,  qui  librorum  catalogos  scribunt  e  catalogis.  Oculata  fides  et  judi- 
oium  prtesens  requiritur."  Polykitt.  LUerar.,  voL  i.,  230.  But  the  wei^t  of  mj 
authorities  will,  I  trust,  secure  me  from  any  great  violence  of  critical  indignation. 
To  render  so  dry  a  subject  (the  very  **  Hortxu  Siocw"  of  bibliography)  lomewliat 
palatable,  I  have  hero  and  there  besprinkled  it  with  biographical  aneodotea  of  the 
collectors,  and  of  the  state  of  French  literature  in  the  last  century  anda  haU.— ^ 
D'AouE88Bau.  Caialoffue  des  Livres  Imprimit  et  MaHuseritt  de  la  BiUioUH^me 
de  feu  Mmuieur  D'Aguegseau,  &c.,  Paris,  1785,  8vo.  "  Anxious  to  enzioh  liii 
collection,  (says  the  compiler  of  this  catalogue)  the  Bibliomaniao  sees  with  de- 
light the  moment  arrive  when,  by  the  sale  of  a  library  like  this,  he  may  add  to 
his  precious  stores.  It  is,  in  truth,  a  grand  collection ;  especially  of  history,  arta, 
and  sciences,  and  jurisprudence.  The  famous  Chancellor  D'Aguesseau  laid  the 
foundation  of  this  library,  which  was  as  universal  as  his  own  genius."  It  winild 
appear  that  the  son,  to  whom  the  collection  latterly  belonged,  was  graoioaa  in 
the  extreme  in  the  loan  of  books ;  and  that,  in  consequence,  a  public  advertiae- 
ment  was  inserted  at  the  foot  of  the  ''Avis  preliminaire,"  to  entreat  those,  who  had 
profited  by  such  kindness,  to  return  their  borrowed  (shall  I  say  stolen?)  goodaf 

For  want  of  these  volumes,  many  sets  of  books  were  miserably  defeotive. 

Anontmiana.  Catalofftii  Bihlioihecce  Anonymiatue,  in  quo  liJbn  rarwm  ywnmaga- 
tur,  una  cum  noiis  liiierariis,  Norimb.,  1738,  8vo.  This  is  a  catalogue  of  Talne^ 
and  may  be  well  ranged  with  its  brethren  upon  the  bibliofzrapher's  shelf.  Another 
"  Bibluitheca  Anonymiaim"  was  published  ten  years  preceding  the  preaent  one  ; 
at  the  Hague,  in  three  parts,  one  vol.,  8vo  :  which,  in  the  BihLSolgtr,,  vol  iiL, 

no.  1388,  is  said  to  contain  many   rare  books  :  see  also  no.   1870,  ibid, 

D'Abtois.  Catalogue  des  Livres  du  Cabinet  de  Monseigneur  Le  C<m.pte  lyArtoiM 
Paris,  1783,  8vo.  Very  few  copies  of  this  catalogue, which  is  printed  in  a  wide 
octavo  page,  resembling  that  of  a  quarto,  were  struck  off :  according  to  Foumier'a 
Did,  Portat.  de  BiUiogr.,  p.  120,  edit  1809.  See  also  Cat.  de  Boutourtin,  n?.  8876 

^AUGUBTAMA.     Cotalogus  Bibliothecce  indyUx  ReipuU,   Augustana  mItmcj^im 

linguoi  turn  Qroeetx  turn  Laiinoe  librorum  et  imprestorum  et  manu  exaratorum,  Aug. 
Vindel.,  1600,  fol.  Morhof  informs  us  that  this  catalogue,  of  which  HoeacheUna 
was  tho  compiler,  contains  an  account  of  some  manuscripts  which  have  never 
been  printed,  as  well  as  of  some  which  Marcus  Velserus  published.  It  ia,  more- 
over, full  of  precious  bibliographical  matter ;  but  unfortunately  (the  poaaeaeor  of 
it  may  think  otherwise)  only  ONE  HUNDRED  copies  were  struck  off.  Polykist, 
Literal'.,  vol  i.,  211.    I  find,  however,  some  little  difficulty  about  distingoiahing 
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Lahoignon,  and  of  several  other  collections,  with 
which  my  memory  does  not  just  now  serve  mc,  will  ena- 
ble you  to  form  a  pretty  correct  estimate  of  the  market- 

thii  cataloguB  of  tha  AugBbourg  librnr}'  from  tbe  impresBioa  of  1033,  fol.,  whidh 
Vogt  mantioiia  at  p.  323,  cmd  of » Mch  he  also  tnlke  of  IDO  copies  being  printed. 
It  ihitutd  not  be  forgotton  that  Hoescheliiu  publishod  an  admirable  catalog^ie  of 
the  Oreak  U98.  id  the  !ibrar7  ol  Augsbourg,  ISBG,  and  agoio  160S,  ia  4t(i. 
ColoDu^pronounoenit  >  model  in  iU  way.  fitiZ.  CMiKe,  p.  I91-S.  Tba  catslogua 
of  the  Greek  US3.  in  the  Ubrar;  of  the  Dube  of  Banria,  at  Monich,  wu  pub- 
liidied  ftbout  the  lalue  period  ;  aaiaaly,  in  1603  :  tbe  aampiler  vaa  a  Bkilfu)  moQ, 
hut  he  telU  as,  at  tho  bead  of  the  oaUlogue,  that  tbo  MSS.  were  open  to  the 
ioapection  of  eveiy  duo  who  had  an;  work  in  hand,  pruvided  be  were  a  iionuiit 
ColWic!  This iraB  being  vary  kind  to  protoatonta  t  Jugemena  tUi  SavaHi,  vol.  ii, 
put  L,  p.  216,  edit.  1726.  Bee  alaoVogt's  Cafalog.  Lihrar.  Rariar.,  p,  232.^— 
AuacsTAH^  Notilia  Kubtrien-liltmria  dt  libru  ai  arlU  ti/poffraphiar  latHi- 
tuMM  Tujw  iii£  unatiin  1473,  impnuit,  in  BHUiotfuai  Momultrii  ad  SS.  Udalncun 
el  ^/rnm  Aaguilie  exioHlilna,  Auguat,  Vindel,  178S,  4to  This  valuma,  which  I 
hare  no  doubt  would  gratify  tha  Durloua  bibliographer,  it  has  never  been  my  good 
furtune  to  meet  nitb.  It  in  here  intniduoeil  upon  the  authority  of  the  Cai.  du 
Cardittil  (tt  Lomlaii,  no.  2847  :  od.  1787.  I  ought  not  to  close  this  account  o( 
tho  Augabouig  cataloguaa  of  booka,  without  reinarkiag,  on  the  authority  of  Rei- 
moanua,  that  the^>i<  publiahed  oataJogue  of  books  is  that  which  Villoriua,  a  book- 

■eUor  at  Augsburg,  put  forth  in  the  year  1564.    See  the  SM.  Aeroam.,  p.  G , 

AimtVtLLms.  Catalegui  Bihiiolhrtai  quant  colUgtrot  Caroliu  AuHviilim,  McriJi>- 
I.  and  ii.,  ITpaol,  17S7,  Svo.  This  catalogue  coataina  aplentifut  BprinUing  of  ahort 

literary  and  btbliogr^liical  notes ;  according  to  BibI,  Krohn,  p.  250,  a".  3632. 

BaUBv&xiFpf.  SiblioiA^ea  i^fctwleta ;  give  Catafofptt  libtytru™  tnoffna^a  poftem 
pAilalnffimrum,  qt/tt  inter  emineiU.  Audora  Qrttci  et  Bomani  da»iita  gum  tolltffU 
E.  F.  Badmhuspt,  Berol,  1773,  Svo.  The  pithy  bibliographical  notes  vbich 
are  hare   and  there  scattered   througbout  this  oatalogus,  render   it  of  eatima- 

tioii  In  tha  opinion  of  the  curioua. B4L¥2R.     BililiotK/ca  Balntiatia;  acKcofo- 

(i^i  liWrvm  biiluitheea  D.  S.  Baliaii,  A.  Qah.  Mariin,  Paris,  1719,  8v0.,  two 
Tola,  Let  any  enllghtetied  bibliographers  read  tbe  eulogy  upon  the  venerabU 
Bohiie  twho  died  in  liis  eigbty-oigbth  year,  nnd  wlio  was  the  great  Colbort'a 
librarian),  in  the  preface  of  tba  BiU.  Colbcrtinn  (vide  post},  and  in  tba  Did,  BliL 
(Caen,  1739,  vol.  i.,  p.  443-4),  and  be  will  Dot  bSEitnto  a  moment  about  the  pm- 
priety  of  giving  this  volume  a  conepicuous  place  upon  hia  ahelf.  From  tbo  Bill. 
Meneign,  p.  10,  it  would  apiieor  that  a  third  volume,  coDtsinIng  tronslationa  of 
•onie  HSS.  in  the  royal  library,  ia  wanting  to  make  this  calologua  complete. 

Iliii  tbini  volume  ia  unaommon. BiBBBaim.     Imla  Bibliothtces  Fraiiciici 

BatitTini  Cardiiialii.  Rama,  TypU  BaTltrini*,  16S1,  foL,  thrae  Tola,  in  two, 
TIm  widely  spread  celebrity  of  Cardinal  Borbenni  suObrs  no  diminution  from 
Uas  publication  of  tbo  riohei  oont^nod  within  hia  libnuy.  Tha  authors  ore 
nnanged  aJpbabatically,  and  not  according  to  claasea.  Although  it  ba  not  tba 
miHtt  luminous  in  its  ammgemont,  or  tha  most  oocuiate  in  ita  execution,  this 
finely  printed  catalogue  will  never  remain  long  upon  a  bookaeller's  ahelf  without 
were  miicb  to  be  dosircd  thnt  our  own  noblemen,  who  have  fine 
i£  of  booka,  would  put  forth  (after  the  eiomplo  of  Cardinal  Baiberini) 
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able  value  of  certain  rare  and  sumptuons  publications. 
Catalog^ues  are,  to  bibliographers,  what  Reports  are  to 
lawyers  :  not  to  be  read  through  from  beginning  to  end— 

similar   publicatioiui. Barthblbmt.    Catalogue  des  Livra  de  la  BihlioUUqmt 

<2f  M.  CAbbS  BarthiUmy,  par  M.  Bernard,  1800,  Svo.  The  high  reputation  of 
the  owner  of  this  collection  will  always  secure  purchasers  for  this  catalogue  of 

useful  and  interesting  books. Bebliooraphib   det  Payt  Boi,  avee  gneiquti 

notes.  Nyon,  en  Suitte,  1783,  4to.  Only  fifty  copies  of  this  work  were  printod. 
It  is  a  pity  that  Peignot,  who  gives  us  this  information,  does  not  aooompaDj  it 
with  some  account  of  the  nature  and  merits  of  the  work — which  probaUj  grew 
out  of  the  Histoire  LittSraire  des  Pays  Bias,  1725,  in  three  folio  yolumea.     BSbL 

Curieuse,  p.  10. Bodleian.  Catalog.  Libr.  BibL  PubL,d!e.,inAcad,  0x0%,,  \W^ 

4to.  Catal  Libr,  Impr.,  1674,  fol.  Catalogi  LiJbror,  MS3,  AngU  §t  ffibem., 
1697,  fol.  Catalogus  Impress,  Libror,  Bibl,  Bodl,,  1738,  fol.,  two  Tola.  Al- 
though none  but  catalogues  of  foreign  public  and  private  colleotioiia  w&m 
intended  to  be  noticed  in  this  list,  the  reader  will  foigive  a  little  violation  of  Hw 
rule  laid  down  by  myself,  if  I  briefly  observe  upon  the  catalogues  of  the  Bodleiaa 
library  and  the  British  Museum.  [For  the  latter,  vide  'MusiuiC.']  The  firat 
of  these  Bodleian  catalogues  contains  an  account  of  the  MSS.  It  was  prepared 
by  Dr.  James,  the  editor  of  the  Phllobiblion  of  De  Bury  (vide  p.  30,  ante),  and, 
as  it  was  the  first  attempt  to  reduce  to  "  ludd  order*'  the  indigested  pile  of  M88. 
contained  in  the  library,  its  imperfections  must  be  forgiven.  It  was  aftarwaids 
improved,  as  well  as  enlarged,  in  the  folio  edition  of  1697,  by  Bernard ;  wfaiolL 
contains  the  MSS.  subsequently  bequeathed  to  the  library  by  Selden,  Diflbiy, 
and  Laud,  alone  forming  an  extensive  and  valuable  collection,  ^le  editor  of 
Morhof  (vol.  i.,  193,  n.)  has  highly  commended  this  latter  catalogue.  Lot  tbe 
purchaser  of  it  look  well  to  the  frontispiece  of  the  portraits  of  Sir  Thoinae 
Bodley  and  of  the  fore-mentioned  worthies,  which  faces  the  title-page ;  m  it 
is  frequently  made  the  prey  of  some  prowling  Grangerite.  The  lint 
logue  of  the  Printed  Boot's  in  the  Bodleian  libmry  was  oompfled  by  the 
brated  orientalist.  Dr.  Hyde  :  the  second  by  Fisher :  of  these,  the  latter  is 
more  valuable,  as  it  is  the  more  enlarged.  The  plan  adopted  ip  both  ie  tiie 
same :  namely,  the  books  are  arranged  alphabetically,  without  any  referenoe  to 
their  classes — a  plan  fundamentally  erroneous :  for  the  chief  object  in  oatelogoee 
of  public  collections  is  to  know  what  works  are  published  upon  pertioiiler 
subjects,  for  the  facility  of  information  thereupon — whether  our  inquiiiee  lead  to 
publication  or  otherwise :  an  alphabetical  index  should,  of  oourse,  cloee  tiie 
whole.  It  is  with  reluctance  my  seal  for  literature  compels  me  to  add  that  * 
CaicUogue  RaisonnSe  of  the  Maniueripts  and  Printed  Books  in  the  Bodldaok  JMrmiy 
is  an  urgent  desideratum — acknowledged  by  every  sensible  and  affectionate  eon 
of  Alma  Mateb.  Talent  there  is,  in  abundance,  towards  the  oomfdetlott 
of  such  an  honourable  task ;  and  the  only  way  to  bring  it  effeotoally  into 
exercise  is  to  employ  heads  and  hands  enough  upon  the  undertaking.  Let  it  be 
remembered  what  Wanley  and  Messrs.  Planta  and  Nares  have  done  for  'the 
Cottonian  and  Harleian  MSS.— and  what  Mr.  Douce  is  now  doing  for  thoas  of 
the  Lansdowne  collection  !  One  gentleman  alone,  of  a  very  distinguished  eol- 
lege,  in  whom  the  acuteness  and  solidity  ol  Person  seem  almost  revived,  mf^it 
do  wonders  for  the  Greek  MSS.,  and  lend  an  effectual  aid  towards  the 


THE  CABINET.  7S 

bat  to  be  consulted  on  doubtliil  points,  and  in  litic^ated 
cases.  Nor  must  you,  after  all,  place  too  strong  a  re- 
liance upon  the  present  prices  of  bouks,  ironi  wliat  they 

maot  of  tho  otben.  The  printed  books  mit-ht  bo  ruaigned,  ocoording  to  their 
nrcFnl  ctaaaea,  tothegantlonieQ  moatoonvarsaDt  with  tho  uma  :  Bnd  the  numeroiui 
bibliogiaphiul  wotlu,  pablisbed  silica  tbo  eaCnloKuo  of  1733,  might  be  oooasioii- 
bII;  rafsn-ed  to,  aeaordiiig  to  the  ptati  obaorred  in  the  ^olilia  Ediiionun  vtl 
J^maria,  ix.,  in  Bibl.  Bodl.  Oxon.,  1795,  Svo. ;  which  wu  jodioioiuly  drawo  up 
hy  the  Bisliop  of  Londao,  and  the  Rav.  Dr.  WiUiun  Jaoloon.  I  am  avace 
that  the  aged  hands  ol  tho  prosout  Tenarablo  lihrarian  of  tho  Bodloian  Kbrary 
cap  do  little  more  than  l&y  the  fauadatioa-atoao  €>f  sn<ih  a  mBBsiTO  aaporBtmctiirQ  ; 
but  oren  this  would  be  ■ulBciSDt  to  aural  his  namo  with  tho  MBKliabecchis  aod 
Bailleti  of  former  timee — to  eotltlo  him  to  be  olasaed  among  the  bent  beitefacton 
to  tho  libnrj — and  to  ebaka  boods  with  iti  Immortal  founder,  in  that  placft 
*  tiers  are 

Fortuuatorum  ntmonuB,  tedenno  buUC 

BoimtB.  (;atalo3«e  da  Utrra  lU  la  BiUioliiqw  dt  JSotmiir.  Paris,  1800,  8to. 
Thid  catalogue  is  hare  iotroduced  to  the  bibliographer's  nutioe  in  order  to 
charpeu  bis  bibLiomuiiacal  appetitff  to  obtain  oqo  of  tha  four  oopias  only  which 
were  prinlod  upon  LaRqB  ntta  of  Dutch  manufacture.     S«B  Col.  de  Caiilard 

(IMS),   tfl.    2G90. BoUTODRUfl.     CalaloffM  da    tivra   de    la    BMialiiipu  d€ 

S.  E.  Jf.  Li  Comic  dt  BoutoiirHn.  Paris  (an.  liii.),  1S05,  Svo.  Every  one 
isBat  conceiTe  a  high  respect  for  tbs  owner  of  this  choice  collection,  frooi  the 
amiable  lentimenta  which  pervade  the  preftiee  tu  the  catalogue.     It  bos  a  g;ood 

index  ;  and  ia  olegantly  printed.     My  copy  is  upon  lahob  FAraa. Da  BozE, 

CaliUoirte  da  Lirra  du  Cabinet  dt  M.  ClaiuU  Oroide  Boie.  Faria.  Del'Imp 
Etjalt,  1746,  email  folio.  This  is  the  Srst  printod  oatolofrue  of  the  choioe  and 
nuigniaoeiit  library  of  Be  Boio,  the  friend  oad  correspondent  of  Dr.  Mead, 
between  wham  preaantB  of  books  wore  continually  passing— as  they  were  the 
fliit  ooilectors  of  the  day  in  their  respectivo  countries.  Some  have  said  50,  some 
3S,  otbars  25,  and  othon  ONLT  12  Corns  of  this  impression  ware  struck  off,  as 
pments  tor  the  collector'a  frionds.  Consult  B>7>[.  Mead,  p.  81,  n'.  617.  BM. 
CWko.,  vol.  r.,  291.     Akut'i  BiU.  Rarior.,  vol.    i.,  151.     Bibl.   C-rieute,  p.  12. 

BUJ.    Attn.,   a'.   608.     Borbier'*   Diet,   dn  Asonyma,  vel.    ii.,    no.    8002. 

Dl  Bozl,  dt  la  mime  bibliolMfiu,  1753,  Svo.  This  catalogue,  which  was  eia- 
outod  liy  Itartin,  after  the  death  of  De  Boie,  dosB  not  contain  all  the  notices  of 
wor1u  meDtioned  in  the  preceding  ono.  It  is,  however,  well  deserving  of  a  place 
in  tbe  biblicgraphar's  library.  Peignot  telld  ua  that  there  was  yet  a  third  oato- 
logne  printed,  in  Svo,,  containing  102  pages,  and  giving  an  account  of  some  booka 
taken  oat  of  Da  Boze'a  colloction  :  a  few  of  whioh  are  dascribed  in  tbe  preceding 
edition  of  1753.  See  hi*  Bibl.  Cur.,  p.  12. — — Bozebiin,  Notice  da  livra  pri- 
tinr  fe  M.  Bottrian,  pat  M.  Baillti,  1788,  Svo.  A  cabmet  of  "  precious  books," 
farleed  I  The  misfortune  is,  so  small  a  number  of  modem  foreign  catalogues 
come  over  here  that  the  best  of  them  will  bo  found  in  few  of  our  hbrarias. 
Whenever  the  "  Bibliothoca  Boieriona"  shall  be  imported,  it  will  not  stop  seven 
dayiBpon  a  bookseller's  sholf  I BulieaD.     BiUiothvca  BvllcUiana ;  {Caroli 
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have  prodaced  at  former  sales ;  as  nothing  is  more 
capricious  and  unsettled  than  the  value  of  books  at  a 
public  auction.    But,  in  regard  to  these  catalogues,  it 

BulUau)  a  Oabr.  Martin,  PaiiB,  1711,  12mo.y  2  vols,  in  one.  This  oatalogofl^ 
which  is  carefully  compiled,  contains  curious  and  uncommon  books ;  many  of 

which  were  purchased  for  the  collections  of  Pr^fond,  De    Bose,  and  others. 

BUNAU.  Catalogut  Bibliotkecce  Bunaviarug.  Lipsiie,  1760.  Six  parts,  in  three 
volumes,  each  volume  having  two  parts — usually  bound  in  six  vols.  Higlily  and 
generally  esteemed  as  is  this  extensive  collection,  and  methodically  airangod 
catalogue,  of  Count  Bunau's  books,  the  latter  has  always  appeared  to  me  as  beinff 
branched  out  into  too  numerous  ramifications,  so  as  to  render  the  discovery  of  m 
work,  under  its  particular  class,  somewhat  difBcult,  without  referenoe  to  the 
index.  I  am  aware  that  what  Camus  says  is  very  fame — namely,  that  ''nothing 
is  more  absurd  than  to  quarrel  about  catalogue-making :  and  that  every  man 
ought  to  have  certain  fixed  and  decisive  ideas  upon  the  subject,"  [Mem.  de  fJntL 
vol.  1.,  650,]  but  simplicity  and  perspicuity,  which  are  the  grand  objects  in  ereiT" 
undertaking,  might  have  been,  in  my  humble  apprehension,  more  saooesefnlly 
exhibited  than  in  this  voluminous  catalogue.  It  represents  over-doiM  ctnaiyaiMf 
yet  those  who  are  writing  upon  particular  subjects  will  find  great  assistance  in 
turning  to  the  different  works  here  specified  upon  the  same.  It  is  rare  and  high- 
priced.  From  the  preface,  which  is  well  wortl^  an  attentive  perusal,  it  a{>pean 
that  this  grand  collection,  now  deposited  in  the  electoral  library  at  Dresden — Me 
Cat,  de  CaUUvrd,  no.  2545, 1808,)  was  at  Count  Bunan's  country-house^  litaated 
in  a  pleasant  village  about  half  a  mile  from  Dresden — 

Vicinam  videt  unde  lector  nrbem. 

Saxius,  in  his  OtumajL  Literar.,  vol  i,  p.  xxxiii.,  edit.  1775,  &o.,  has  a  amaii 

notice  of  this  splendid  collection. Bunneman.    J,  L,  Bun%emanni  Catalogut 

Manutcriplorum,  item  Ubwrum  imprestorum  rarissimarum  pro  astifftuUo  pnHo 
venalium,  Minda,  1782,  8vo.  For  the  sake  of  knowing,  by  way  of  ourk«itjy 
what  books  (accounted  rare  at  this  period)  were  sold  for,  the  collector  may  pnt 
this  volume  into  his  pocket,  when  ho  finds  it  upon  a  book-stall  marked  at  Is.  0dL 
In  the  BibL  Solffer.,  vol  iiL,  n^.   1396,  there  was  a  priced  copy  upon  liinail 

PAPER  with  bibliographical  memoranda. Caillard.     Catalogue  des  Itpres  du 

Cabinet  de  M,  A.  B.  Caillard,  Paris,  1805,  8vo.  Of  this  private  catalogue,  oom- 
piled  by  Caillard  himi«olf,  and  printed  upon  fine  Dutch  paper,  in  super-royal  Svei, 
only  twenty-five  copies  were  struck  off.  So  says  Foumier,  DicL  Portattf.  d§ 
Bihlioffraphie  :  p.  120 ;  edit.  1809,  and  the  "  avant-propos"  prefixed  to  the  sub- 
sequent catalogue  here  following : Livres  r<\res  et  prtcienx  de  la  BtUith 

thiqve  de  feu  M,  Ani.  Bern,  Caillard,  Paris,  1808,  8vo.  There  were  but 
twenty-five  copies  of  this  catalogu'e  of  truly  valuable,  and,  in  many  respeote,  me, 
and  precious^  books,  printed  upon  larqs  paper,  of  the  same  sise  as  the  pre- 
ceding. This  was  the  sale  catalogue  of  the  library  of  Caillard,  who  died  in 
1807,  in  his  sixty-ninth  year,  and  oi  whose  bibliomaniacal  spirit  we  have  a  mart 
unequivocal  proof  in  his  purchasing  De  Cotte's  celebrated  uncut  copy  of  the 
first  printed  Homer,  at  an  enormous  sum  !  [vide  Cotte,  post.]  "  Sa  riche  biUio- 
th^que  est  iC-Ia-f  ois  un  monument  de  son  amour  pour  Tart  typographiqne,  et  de 
la  vaste  ^tendue  do  ses  connoissances,"  p.  xiv.    Some  excellent  indexes  doee 
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you  should  be  fortunate  enough  to  possess  any  which 
are  printed  upon  Large  Paper ,  with  the  Names  oj  the 
Purchasers^  and  the  Prices  for  which  each  set  of  books 

this  volume ;  of  vrhioh  Mr.  Payne  furnished  me  with  the  loan  of  his  oopy  upon 

ULBOB  PAPEB. CamBIS.     Catalogue  det  principctux  mantucrits  du  edbinet  d$ 

M.Jos,L.  2>.  deCambis,  Avignon,  1770,  4to.  Although  this  is  a  catalogue  of 
MSS.,  yet,  the  number  of  copies  printed  being  very  few,  I  hare  given  it  a 
place  here.  Some  of  these  copies  contain  but  519,  others  766,  pages ;  which 
shews  that  the  owner  of  the  MSS.  continued  publishing  his  account  of  them  as 
they  increased  upon  him.  Rive,  in  his  "Chasse  aux  hibliographes,**  has  dealt 
very  roughly  with  the  worthy  *Cambis ;  but  Peignot  tells  us  that  this  latter  was 
a  respectable  literary  character,  and  a  well-informed  bibliographer — and  that  his 
catalogue,  in  spite  of  Rive's  diatribe,  is  much  sought  after.     See  the  Bibliogr, 

Curiente,  p.  14 ;   also  Cai.  de  la  Valliere,  vol.  iii.,  no.   5543. Camtts  DB 

T4TMARit.  Ca;t€tlogwi  des  livrts  de  M.  U  Cqmius  de  Limare,  Paris,  1779^  12mo. 
— De$  livres  raaret  et  priciewe  de  M***  {Camus  de  Limare),  Paris,  1786, 
8vo. — Des  litres  rares  et  prideux,  relUs  en  maroquin,  de  la  bibliothSque  du  mime, 
Paris,  an  trois  (1795),  8vo.  Of  the  ^st  catalogue  only  a  small  number  of 
copies  was  printed,  and  those  for  presents.  Bibliogr,  Curieuse,  p.  15.  It  con- 
tains a  description  of  De  Boce's  extraordinary  copy  of  Du  Fresnoy*s  "  Methode 
pour  ^tudier  rHistoire,"  1729,  4to.,  four  voliunes,  with  the  supplement,  1740,  two 
vols. ;  which  was  sold  for  1500  livres ;  and  which  was,  of  course,  upon  labob 
PAFBB,  with  a  thousand  inviting  additions,  being  much  more  complete  than  the 
similar  copies  in  C<U,  de  Valliere,  no.  4467 ;  and  Cai,  de  Crevenrui,  no.  5694,  edit. 
1789 ;  although  this  latter  was  preferable  to  the  Valliere  copy.  Consult  also  the 
CurUmUs  Bibliographiques,  p.  77-8.  The  sec(md  catalogue  was  prepared  by 
De  Sure,  and  contains  a  very  fine  collection  of  natural  history,  which  was  sold  at 
the  Hdtel  de  Bullion.  The  printed  prices  are  added.  The  third  catalogue, 
which  was  prepared  by  Santus,  after -the  decease  of  Camus,  contains  some  very 
choice  articles  [many  printed  upon  vbllum]  of  ancient    and  modem    books 

superbly  bound. Catalooub  des  livres  rart».     Par  Ouillaume  de  Bure,  Jils 

dini,  Paris,  1786,  8vo.  We  are  told,  in  the  advertisement,  that  this  collection 
was  formed  from  a  great  number  of  sales  of  magnificent  libraries,  and  that  par* 
ticular  ciroumstances  induced  the  owner  to  part  with  it.  The  books  were  in  the 
finest  order,  and  bound  by  the  most  skilful  binders.  The  bibliographical  notices 
are  short,  but  judicious ;  and  a  good  index  closes  the  catalogue.     The  sale  took 

place  at  the  Hdtel  de  Bullion. Catalooxje  fait  S7ir  un  plan  nouveau,  sysU' 

maiique  ei  raisonnS,  tTune  Bibliothique  de  Literature,  particuliirement  d^Histoire 
tt  de  Polsie,  Ac,  Utrecht,  1776,  8vo.,  two  vols.  A  judicious  and  luminous 
arrangement  of  19,000  articles,  or  sets  of  books ;    which,  in  the  departments 

specified  in  the  title-page,  are  singularly  copious  and  rich. Catalooub 

LSbrorwn  rarissimorum  ah  Artis  Typographical  inventoribus,  aXiisque  ejus  artis 
Prineipihus  ante  annum  1500  excusorum;  omnium  optime  conservaiorum,  8va, 
Sin£  loco  aut  anno,  Peignot>  who  has  abridged  Vogt's  excellent  account  of  this 
very  uncommon  and  precious  catalogue,  of  which  onlt  twentt-ftve  oopibs  were 
printed,  has  foi^gotten  to  examine  the  last  edition  of  the  Catalog.  LiJbror,  Rarior., 
pp.  262-3 ;  in  which  we  find  that  the  collection  contained  248  (and  not  217) 
volumes.    At  the  end,  it  is  said  :  " Pretiosissima  h»c  librorum  Colleotio,  cujusvis 
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was  sold,  thrice  and  four  times  happy  may  you  acooant 
yourself  to  be,  my  good  Lisardo  ! 

Lis.    You  have  so  thoroughly  animated  my  feelings, 

magni  Prinoipis  Bibliotheca  dignismma,  constat  roll,  ooxlnu."  Consult  the 
respectable  references  in  Vogt,  ihid ;  also  the  Bibliogr.  Curituae  of  Peignot^  p.  Ifi. 
■  Cbraw.  Caicdogue  des  livretde  M,  Md  de  Saint  Ceran.  Paritf  1790,  8to^ 
again  in  1791,  8vo.  These  catalogues  were  compiled  by  De  Bure,  and  mn 
carefully  ezecated.     Some  of  the  books  noticed  in  them  are  sufficiently  oarioas 

and  rare. Clementino-Vatioana.    Bibliotheca  Orientali$  ClemeiUitu>  Vaiicei' 

na,  in  qvA  manuscriptoi  codices  Orientalium  Lingnarum  recensuit  Joseph  SiwumimM 
Astemanus,  Bomce,  1719.  Folio,  four  vols.  Asseman's  son  compiled  an  ezoel- 
lent  catalogue  of  the  Oriental  MSB.  in  the  Medico-Laurentian  library  ;  bat  tbia 
work  of  the  father  is  more  carious  and  elaborate.  Whenever  a  few  half-gnineaa 
ean  procure  it,  let  the  country -settled  philologist  send  his  "  henchman"  to  flj  for 
it ! — "Speed,  Malise,  speed."     But  alas  I  Santander  tells  us  that  copies  of  it  are 

rxre.  Cat.  de  Santander,  vol.  iv.,  no.  6287. Colbert.  Btbliotheea  Colbertima: 

mu,  Caialogus  Librorum  Bihliothecce  qua  fu.it  primum  J,  B,  Colbert,  deimde  J*  B, 
Colbert  (Jil)  postea  J.  Nic.  Colbert,  ae  demum  C.  L,  Colbert,  Parinis,  1728,  St©,, 
three  vols.  The  preface  to  this  valuable  catalogue  (executed  by  Martin)  gives 
a  compressed,  but  sufficiently  perspicuous,  account  of  the  auspices  under 
such  an  extensive  and  magnificent  ooUection  was  assembled  and  arranged.  It 
contains  not  fewer  than  18,219  articles ;  being  perhaps  60,000  volumes.  The 
celebrated  Balaze  was  the  librarian  during  the  life  of  the  former  branches  of  tbe 
Colbert  family ;  a  family  which,  if  nothing  remained  to  perpetuate  their  fiuiie 
but  this  costly  monument  of  literary  enterprise,  will  live  in  the  grateful  reniom- 
brance  of  posterity — but  it  wants  not  even  such  a  splendid  memorial!  The 
lover  of  fine  and  curious  books  will  alwa}*s  ot>en  the  volumes  of  the  CouiBBT 
Catalooub  with  a  zest  which  none  but  a  thorough  bred  bibliomaniac  can  vwmt 

hope  to  en  joy. Conseil  d'Etat.     Catalo^ie  det  livrei  de  la  BiblioihSpiM  dm 

Conteil  dPEtai  {par  M.  Barbier,  BiUiothecaire  du  Conseil  d^JEtat),  Paris,  em'  zL 
(1802),  folio.  "This  catalogue  is  most  superbly  executed.  The  richness  d  tlis 
materials  of  which  it  is  composed,  the  fine  order  of  its  arrangement,  and  tlie 
sldlfui  researches  exhibited  in  it  relating  to  anonymous  authors,  are  wortfaj 
of  the  typographical  luxury  of  the  national  press,  from  which  this  carious  work 
was  put  forth.  It  will  be  perfect  in  three  parts :  the  third  part,  oontsiDini^ 
the  supplement  and  tables,  is  now  at  press."  (A.  D.  1804.)  The  preface  juid 
table  of  the  divisions  of  this  catalogue  were  published  in  a  small  8vo.  voluiiM^ 
1801.  This  information  I  glean  from  Peignot's  CuriositSs  Bibliographifmeg, 
p.  lix. ;  and  from  the  Cat.  de  Bouiovrlin,  no.  •  3892,  I  learn  that  only  190 
copies  of  so  useful,  as  well  as  splendid,  'a  work  were  printed,  of  which  tiie 

French  government  took  upon  itself  the  distribution. COKDES.    Bibiioiktem 

Cordesiano!  Cataloffus,  cum  indice  titulorum,  Parisiis,  1643,  4to.  The  oelebiwled 
Naud^  had  the  drawing  up  and  publishing  of  this  catalogue,  which  is  higfaj^ 
coveted  by  collectors,  and  is  now  of  rare  occurrence.  De  Cordes  was  inttmate 
with  all  the  learned  men  of  /his  country  and  age  ;  and  his  eulogy,  by  Naiid^ 
prefixed  to  the  catalogue,  gives  us  a  delightful  account  of  an  amiable  and  learned 
man  living  in  the  bosom,  as  it  were,  of  books  and  of  f>ook-society.  This  ooUec- 
tion, which  was  purchased  by  Cardinal  Mazarin,  formed  the  foundation  of  tlis 
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and  excited  my  cariosity,  in  regard  to  Bibliography, 
that  I  can  no  longer  dissemble  the  eagerness  which  I 
feel  to  make  myself  master  of  the  several  books  which 
you  have  recommended. 

latter's  magnifioent  library.  Consult  the  Jugement  det  Savant,  vol.  IL,  p.  142 ; 
Colomi^s  Biblioth,  Ckoine,  p.  126 ;  Mem,  de  VInsl.,  vol.  i.,  p.  647.  Nor  must  we 
forget  Morhof — Poly  hut,  Literar,,  vol.  i.,  p.  211 ;  who,  after  a  general  commen- 
dation of  the  collection,  tells  us  it  is  remarkable  for  containing  a  fine  body  of 
foreign  history.  De  Gordes  died  A.  D.  1642,  in  the  72d  year  of  his  age— nearly 
50  years  having  been  devoted  by  him  to  the  formation  of  his  library.  '*  Fortunate 

Bonex!'* Com.      Caialogne  det  Livres  rartt  et  prScieuz  etde  MJSS,  eampa- 

taiU  la  bChliciMqw  de  M  •  *  *  {U  Pretidenl  de  Cotte),  Paris,  1804,  8vo.  We  are 
told  by  Peignot  that  the  books  at  this  sale  were  sold  for  most  exorbitant  sums  : 
"the  wealthy  amateurs  striving  to  make  themselves  masters  of  the  larob  paper 
Alduses,  Elsevirs,  and  Stephenses,  which  had  been  Count  d'Hoym's  copies." 
An  uncut  first  edition  of  Homer,  in  the  highest  state  of  preservation,  was  pur- 
chased by  Mens.  Caillaird  for  8,601  livres  !  See  the  CwriosiUt  Biblioffraphdques, 
pp.  Ixv,  Ixvj.  According  to  Cat,  de  CaUlard,  no.  2600  (1808,  8vo.),  there  were 
only  ten  copies  of  this  catalogue  printed  upon  labox  papbr. Couvat.  Cata- 
logue de  la  hibliothSque  de  M,  Couvay,  chevalier  de  I'ordre  de  Christ,  tecritaire  du 
Jtoi,  Paris,  1728,  fol.    Very  few  copies  of  this  catalogue  were  printed,  and  those 

only  for  presents.  Bibliogr.  Curieute,  p.  21. Crevbnna.    Catalogue  raieonnSe 

de  la  collection  det  Livret  de  M,  Pierre  Antoine  Ci'evei^na,  NSgocient  d  Am- 
tterdam,  1776,  4to.,  six  vols. — De  la  mime  collection,  1789,  8vo.,  five  vols.— 
De  la  mSme  collection,  1798,  8vo.  Of  these  catalogues  of  one  of  the  most  extensive 
and  magnificent  collections  ever  formed  in  Amsterdam,  the  first  impression  of 
1776  (to  which  I  have  generally  referred)  is  by  far  the  most  valuable  in  regard 
to  bibliographical  remarks  and  copioiis  description.  Peignot  tells  us  that  no  bib- 
liographer can  do  without  it.  It  was  commenced  in  the  year  1774,  and  pubUshed 
during  the  life  time  of  Peter  Antony  Creveuna,  the  father ;  from  whom  the  col- 
lection passed  into  the  bands  of  the  son  Bolongari  Crevenna,  and  in  whose  life- 
time it  was  sold  by  public  auction.  The  second  impression  of  1789  is  the  sale- 
catalogue,  and  contains  more  books  than  the  preceding  one ;  but  the  bibliogra- 
phical observations  are  comparatively  trifling.  There  are  copies  of  this  latter  im- 
pression upon  lAbob  papbr  in  quarto.  1  possess  an  interesting  copy  of  the 
small  paper,  which  has  numerous  marginal  remarks  in  pencil,  by  Mr.  Edwards  ; 
who  examined  the  library  at  Amsterdam,  with  a  view  to  purchase  it  entire. 
The  last  catalogue  of  1798,  which  was  published  after  the  death  of  the  son, 
contains  a  few  choice  books  which  he  had  reserved  for  himself,  and,  among 
them,  a  curious  set  of  fac-simile  drawings  of  old  prints  and  title-pages ;  some  of 
which  were  obtained  at  the  sale  of  the  elder  Mirabeau  (vide  post).  It  seems  to 
have  been  the  niling  passion  of  B.  Crevenna's  life  to  collect  all  the  materials, 
from  all  quarters,  which  had  any  connection,  more  or  less,  with  *'  thb  origin 
AND  FB0GRB88  OV  PRINTINO,"  and  it  is  for  ever  to  be  regretted  that  such  extensive 
materials  as  those  which  he  had  amassed,  and  which  were  sold  at  the  sale  of 
1798  should  have  been  dissipated  beyond  the  hope  of  restoration.  See  Peignot's 
Diet,  de  Biblioloffie,  vol.  iii.,  p.  100 ;  and  his  CuriositSt  Bibltographiquet,  p.  189. 
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Lysand.  Alas^  your  zeal  will  most  egregiously  deceive 
you !  WJtere  will  you  look  for  such  books  ?  At  what 
bookseller's  shop^  or  at  what  auction,  are  they  tp  be 
procured  ?  In  this  country,  my  Mend,  few  are  the  private 

GrozaT.     Cataloffue  des  Livres  de  Monsieur  Le  President   Crotat  de  Tugny, 

Paris,  1751,  Svo.    This  colleotion  was  particularly  rich  in  the  belles-lettres— and 

especially  in  Italian  and  French  Romance-Literature. Van  Damme.     (kUor 

logue  (Tune  Bihliotheque,  vendue  pvhllqnement  d  la  Uaye,  le  8  OcUbrty  pear  Vcunm 
et  Oaillard,  1764,  three  vols.  Svo.  "  This  precious  and  rare  collection  belonged 
to  M.  Pierre  Van  Damme,  book-merchant  at  Amsterdam,  equally  well  known  for 
his  knowledge  of  bibliography  and  of  medals  ;   of  which  latter  he  had  a  beantifiil 

and  uncommon  collection/'    Bibl,  Crevenn.,  rol.  v.,  p.  806. DuBOlB.    BibUo-' 

iheca  Duboisiana,  ou  Catalogue  de  la  BiblioUUque  du  Cardinal  Dubois.  A  la  Haige^ 
1725,  8vo.,  four  vols.  A  collection  which  eyinoes  the  fine  taste  and  sound  judge- 
ment of  the  Cardinal  Du  Bois.     It  is  not  rare  abroad. Elzevib.     CaJtaUtgmM 

librorum  qui  in  Biblicpolio  Officin^  Daniefis  Eltevirii  venales  extant,  Ams.  1674, 
12mo. :  1681,  12mo. — qui  in  Bibliopoli  Blzeciriano  venales  extant..  Lug.  BaL, 
1634,  1684,  4to.  Those,  and  other  catalogues  of  the  books  printed  by  the  dis- 
tinguished family  of  the  Elzevirs,  should  find  a  place  within  the  cabinet  of  bib- 
liographers. The  first  book  ever  published  by  the  EUzevira  was  of  the  date  of 
1595 ;  the  last,  of  1680  or  1681,  by  Daniel  Elzevir,  who  was  the  only  surriTiog 
branch.  His  widow  carried  on  the  business  after  his  decease  in  1680.  In  the 
JHctionnaire  de  Bihliologie  of  Peignot,  vol.  L,  p.  216,  voL  iii.,  p.  116,  wiU  be 

found  a  pleasing  account  of  this  family  of  (almost)  imrivalled    printets. 

Du  Fat.  Bibliotheca  Fayana  seu  Catalogus  librorum  Bibl.  Cor.  Hier.  de  CiMst' 
nay  du  Fay,  digestus  d  Oabriel  Martin,  Paris,  1725,  8vo.  The  catalogue  of  this 
collection,  which  is  a  judicious  one,  and  frequently  referred  to,  is  very  ^srefuUy 
put  forth  by  Martin.    I  think  that  I  have  seen  a  copy  of  it  upon  labob 

Fagel.     Bibliotheca  Fageliana,    A  catalogue  qf  the  valuable  and 

Library  qf  the  Oreffier  Fagal,  of  the  Hague :  in  two  parts.  London,  1802,  8?o. 
It  is  highly  creditable  to  that  most  respectable  establishment.  Trinity  CoUsgi^ 
Dublin,  that  the  present  grand  collection  of  books  was  purchased  "en  massed 
(for  7000/.)  to  be  deposited  within  its  library;  thus  rendering  the  interior  of  the 
latter  "companion  meet"  for  its  magnificent  exterior.  The  title-page  of  the  fint 
part  announces  the  sale  of  the  books  by  auction  by  Mr.  Christie  ;  but  the  above 
offer  having  been  made  for  the  whole  collection,  the  same  was  forthwith  trans- 
ported to  Ireland.  Colloctors  should  take  care  that  tbe  second  part  of  this  oatib- 
logue  be  not  wanting,  which  is  oftentimes  the  case.  A  good  index  only  is  reqoiaite 
to  make  the  Bibliotheca  Faoeliana  rank  with  the  most  valuable  publicationB 

of  its  kind  in  existence.    It  was  compiled  by  the  well-known  S.  Paterson. 

Faultrier.  Caialogus  Librorvm  Bibliotheca;  Domini  Joaehimi  FauUrieTf  dsgethu 
d  Prosper  Marchand,  Paris,  1709,  8vo.  The  bibliographical  introductory  remaifa^ 
by  Marchand,  render  this  volume  (which  rarely  occurs)  very  acceptable  to  col- 
lectors of  catalogues.  Maittaire  has  spoken  well  of  the  performance,  AnmaL 
Typog.  iii.,  p.  482.  Consult  also  the  Mem.  de  I'lnsL,  vol.  i.,  p.  675,  and  the  DieL 
de  Bibliologie,  vol.  ii.,  p.  235,  upon  Marchand's  introductory  remarks  relating  to  the 

arrangement  of  a  library. Favibb.     Catalogue  des  Livres  de  la  BihUoikiqm 

defsu  Mons.  LAhbi  Favier,  Pretre  d  Lille,  Lillo,  1765,  8vo.    A  well  ananged 
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ooDectioiiBy  however  choice,  which  contain  two  third 
parts  of  the  exceUent  works  before  mentioned.  Patience, 
yigilance,  and  personal  activity,  are  your  best  friends 
in  sach  a  dilemma. 

oatalogoe  of  ft  eboioe  oolleotlon  of  books,  whioh  cost  the  AbM  fifty  yean  of  pretty 
ooDsttnt  labour  in  amawdng.  Plrefized,  are  some  intereeting  notices  of  MS3.  : 
and,  among  them,  of  ft  Taluable  one  of  Froissart.  The  prints  of  the  Abb^  were 
afterwards  sold,  from  a  oatalogue  of  148  pages,  printed  at  Lisle  in  the  same 

year. ^Du   FBSBirE.      Rapkadii    Trieketi   du   Fresne  Bibliothecas   Catalogut, 

Paris,  1662^  4to.  "I  hare  observed,"  says  Morhof,  "a  number  of  authors  in 
this  oatalogne  which  I  have  in  vain  sought  after  elsewhere.  The  typographical 
onors  (especially  in  regard  to  dates,  adds  Balllet)  are  innumerable :  and  the 
theological,  legal,  and  medical  works,  oomparatiTely  few — but  in  the  departments 
of  history,  antiquities,  and  general  literature,  this  collection  is  wonderfully  en- 
ridied— oontaining'aiithors  hardly  ever  heard  ot"  Polyhut,  LUerar,,  rol.  i,  p.  212. 
OolomiA  and  Labbe  unite  in  conferring  the  highest  praises  upon  Du  Fresne  and 
his  ooUaotion.  See  the  Juffement  det  Savcmt,  toI.  ii.,  p.  148 ;  where,  however, 
the  oonftised  and  xnaoeurate  manner  in  whioh  the  catalogue  is  executed  is  sharply 
oensnred  by  BaiUet.  Morhof  informs  us  that  this  collection  was  disposed  of  by 
Du  Fresno's  widew,  to  the  Royal  Library,  for  24,000  livm,  after  she  had  refused 

88^000  for  the  same. Gaignat.     Cataloffu^  du  Livres  du  Cabinet  de  feu  M. 

LfmU  Jean  Chuffnai,  ditpoti  et  mit  en  ofdrepcur  Ouill,  Francois  de  Bwre  le  Jeune, 
Paiis^  1760,  8vo.,  two  vols.  One  of  the  best  executed,  and  most  intrinsically  valua- 
ble catalogues  in  existence.  Almost  all  the  books  of  Gaignat  were  in  the  choicest 
condition ;  being  the  cream  of  the  oollections  of  Colbert,  Plafond,  and  De  Bose. 
The  possession  of  this  rare  oatalogue,  which  is  indispensable  to  the  collector, 
forms  what  is  called  a  Supplement  to  De  Bure's  "  BiJUiographie  Inttruetivf,** 
Thwe  are  50  copies  struck  off  upon  sicall  quabto  paper,  to  arrange  with  a  like 

number  of  this  latter  work.      ConsiUt  BibL    Crevenn.,  vol.  v.,  p.  291. 

Qwswvm.  Calaloffue  raieonni  dee  Manuterits  eonservit  dam  la  hibliotMpi^,  dtc^  de 
Gmite :  par  Jean  Senthier,  Geneve,  1779,  Svo.  A  neatly  executed  and  useful 
oatalogue  of  some  manuscripts  of  no  mean  value.  It  has  recoived  a  good  cha- 
raoter  by  Mens.  Van-Praet,  in  the  Cat.  de  la  VaUiere,  vol.  iii.,  no.  5542.     See 

also  p.  86,  ante. Ooiz.      BihUotheoa  Qoitina  Catalogut,  Leida,  1687,  8vo. 

A  ilne  oolleotion  of  books  and  of  coins  distinguished  the  Museum  of  Goes. 

QOLOWKIK.  Catalogue  det  Livret  de  la  BibUothSque  du  Comte  Alexis  de  Oolowkin, 
Leipdo,  1798,  4to.  It  is  said  that  onlt  25  copies  of  this  catalogue  were  struck 
off,  and  that  not  more  than  two  of  these  are  known  to  be  ic  France.  Neither  the 
^ype  nor  paper  has  the  most  inviting  aspect ;  but  it  is  a  curious  volume,  and  con- 
tains a  description  of  books  "  infiniment  pi^cieux."  Consult  Peignot's  Bibliogr. 
Otar%0uee^  p.  81.    Dr.  Clarke,  in  his  Travels  in  Russia,  Ac.,  p.  188,  has  nodoed  the 

extxaordinaiy  library  of  Count  Botterline,  but  says  nothing  of  Golowkin*s. 

OOUTTABO        CaUdogne  des  Livres  rares  et  preeinix  de  feu  M,  OouUarde  par 

OuUUmme  de  BureJUs  aini,    Paris,  1780,  Svo.    A  short  Hbliographical  notice  of 

^e  amiable  and  tasteful  owner  of  this  select  collection  precedes  the  description 

^  the  books,    ^le  kiUiographical  observations  are  sometimes  copious  and  valu- 

^Ide.    Tliis  catalogue  is  indispensable  to  the  collector. Guton.    Catalogue 

^^  tivrts  de  la  BiJbliothique  defeu  M,  J,  B,  Denis  Ouyon,  Chev.  Seigneur  de  Sar- 

G 


82  THE  CABINET. 

Lis.  But  I  will  no  longer  attend  the  sale  of  Malvolio's 
busts  and  statues^  and  gaudy  books.  I  will  fly  to  the 
Strand,  or  King-street :  peradventure — 


diere,  Anden  CapUaine  an  RegifMnt  du  Rai,  et  Vun  det  Seiffneun  du  Cttnal  de 
Briart,  Paris^  1759,  8vo.  It  is  justly  said,  in  the  "  advertisement^'  prefixed  to 
this  catalogue,  that,  in  running  over  the  different  classes  of  which  the  oolleetion 
is  composed,  there  will  be  found  articles  "capable  de  piquerla  curioidttf  des  bib- 
liophiles." In  ancient  and  modem  poetry,  and  in  romances^-espedally  relatiog 
to  chivalry — this  "  ancient  Captain"  appears  to  have  been  deeply  versed.  The 
advertisement  is  followed  by  28  pages  of  **  Eclairdssemens" — which  give  an  in- 
teresting account  of  some  precious  manuscripts  of  old  poetry  and  romanoea.  A 
MS.  note,  in  my  copy  of  this  catalogue,  informs  me  that  the  books  were  sold 

"en  masse.*' Heimsius.  (Nic.)  Nicolai  fftiruii  Bibliotheca  CcUalofftti,  (1682) 

Svo.  A  portrait  of  the  elegant  and  learned  owner  of  this  collection  fkoaa  the 
title-page.  The  books  contained  in  it  are  remarkable  both  for  their  rarity  and 
intrinsic  value ;  and  a  great  number  of  them  werp  enriched  with  the  notea  of 
Scaliger,  Salmasiiis,  and  others.  Few  collections  display  more  judgment  and 
taste  in  the  selection  than  the  present  one ;  and  few  critics  have  been  of  more 
essential  service  to  the  cause  of  ancient  classical  literature  than  Nicholas  Hemsiiia. 
He  excelled  particularly  in  his  editions  of  the  poets.  Mr.  Dyer,  of  Exeter,  the 
bookseller,  has  a  copy  of  this  catalogue,  which  was  formerly  Grseviu^s  ;  in  which 
that  celebrated  critic  has  made  marginal  remarks  concerning  the  rarity  and  vahie 

of  certain  works  described  in  it. Hoiiemdorf.     BiMiotheca  Hoh£ndm;fiama  / 

ou  Catalogue  de  la  BihliotMtjue  de  Jeu  Motis,  Oeorge  Ouillaume  Bartm  de  H6- 
hendorf:  d  la  Ilai/e,  1720,  Svo.,  three  parts.  A  magnificent  collection  ;  whidi 
a  MS.  note,  by  Dr.  Farmer  (in  my  copy  of  the  catalogue),  informs  me  waa 
"  added  to  the  Emperor's  library  at  Vienna."    In  the  BiU.  Mencien,  p.  10,  it  la 

thus  loftily  described :     "  Catalogus  per- rams  rarissimis  libris  superbiena.'* 

HOYM.  Catalogus  Librorum  Bibliotheca!  Caroli  Uenrici  Comitit  de  Hoym^  17S8, 
Svo.  This  catalogue,  which  is  exceedingly  well  ''digested  by  Martin,"  is  a  great 
favourite  with  collectors.  A  copy  out  of  Count  Hoym's  collection  tells  well — 
whether  at  a  book-sale,  or  in  a  bookseller's  catalogue.    There  are  copies  npon 

LARQB  PAFER,  which,  when  priced,  sell  high. HuLSiUB.    BibliotJteca  ffuisiama, 

sive  CtUalogM  Lilrortim  qitos  magiio  labore,  sunima  nira  et  nutximls  tumptSntg 
collegit  Vir  Consularis  Samuel  Jlulsiv^.  Hag.  Com.  1730,  four  vols,  Svo.  (the 
second  and  third  being  in  two  parts,  and  the  fourth  in  throe).  This  is,  in  aober 
truth,  a  wonderiul  collection  of  books  ;  containing  nearly  34,000  articles — ^whioh, 
allowing  three  volumes  to  an  article,  would  make  the  owner  to  have  been  in  pos- 
session of  100,000  volumes  of  printed  books  and  MS3.  The  English  lihniy, 
(vol.  iv,  pt.  ii.)  of  nearly  3300  articles,  comprehended  nearly  all  .the  best  booki 
of  the  day.  There  were  about  1200  articles  of  Spanish  Literature.  Nor  waa  the 
worthy  Consul  deficient  in  the  love  of  the  fine  arts  ("hsoc  est,  sitque  diu,  Senia 
optimi  voluptas  et  oblcctatio,"  says  the  compiler  of  the  catalogue) ;  having  11,000 
most  beautiful  prints  of  subjects  relating  to  the  Bible,  bound  up  in  92  atlas  folio 
volumes.      Long  live  the  memory  of  Hulsius;   a  consular  hero  of  no  ordinary 

renown  ! Jena.      Memorabilia  Bibliotheca;   Academica  Jenensis:    give   desi^ 

naiio  Codicum  nuintucriptot'um  ilia  BibliothecA  et  Librorum  impreuorum  pUnrnqm 
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Phil.  Gently,  my  good  lisardo.  A  breast  thus 
suddenly  changed  from  the  cold  of  Noya  Zembla  to  the 
waimth  of  the  torrid  zone  requires  to  be  mled  with 
diteretion.    And  yet,  luckily  for  you — 


Jck,  CkrUkpkoro  Mjflw.    Jam,  1746,  8va    A  woik  of  acme  littia  im- 

pottuiM ;  and  frequently  referred  to  by  Vogt  and  Panior.    It  is  onoommon. 

Jan  Boa  BtbUcikMa  Ser^^iorum  Soeietatii  Jem.  Antv.,  1648.  Bonue,  1676; 
§oL  AltlioughthlB  woiklsiiotftprofeawdcatalogaeof  bo^kfly  yet^  aBitco&taiBs 
a&  aeeomit  of  the  writing!  of  tlioee  learned  men  who  were  in  the  aooiety  of  the 
J«aiiita-~«nd  aa  Baillet,  Antonio,  and  Morhof,  have  eaid  evezy  thing  in  oom- 
aaondatioB  of  it— I  strongly  reoommend  one  or  the  other  of  these  editions  to 
th»  bibliogmphec^  attention.  I  possess  the  edition  of  1648 ;  and  have  frequently 
found  tho  most  satisfactory  intellig«noe  on  referring  to  it.  How  clever  some 
Hi  the  Jesoits  were  in  their  ideas  of  the  arrangement  of  a  library  may  be  seen 
imuL  their  «'%itaNa  Bibiiotkeea  JemUapm  ColUgii  XtkXoncMtiis''— which  was 
wUten  1^  Gamier  for  the  private  use  of  the  Louvain  college,  and  which  is  now 
«stnniely  diAdnlt  to  be  foond.  See  MaicheUns,  dt  Prwcip,  BibL  Paru 
atea^  pi  128.  Their  '*Syttema  hMiotheca  ootUgii  Parisiamt  toeUUUii  Jetu,'* 
1078^  4to.     (or  oatalogoe  of  books  in  the  college  of  Clennont),  is  handsomely 

notteed  by  Camus  in  the  Mem.  de  rintt,  voL  L,  647. Just,  St.    Caialogut 

dt»  Umm  m  trihpetU  wmbn  qui  eonypotaU  la  BibliathSque  <U  M.  Merard  dt 
8L  JnMt  ancwa  wudtn^katil  de  Mcnd&nr,  frire  d^  Roi  (osw  Ui  prix  tPaehtU), 
FtaAif  1788;  18mo.  Of  this  book,  printed  opon  superfine  pvper,  of  the  manu- 
iaoloiy  of  dTAnnonay,  only  25  oopies  were  struck  off.  fiiU.  Curietue,  p.  48. 
Another  catalogue  of  the  same  collection  (perhaps  a  more  copious  one)  was  put 
forth  in  1709^  8vo.,  prepared  by  M.  Mauger.    See  Dietum.   Bibliogng^Uquef 

tom.  Iv.,  p.  ziv. Kbohn.      CakUoffut  BibHotkeca  PneitawUmwunwrn   dx., 

Zdtrmrwm  tdedum  compleetetUis,  Librot  colUffit  et  LUerariis  Caialoffum  Aniimad- 
vernoHt^  instruxU,  B.  N.  Krohn,  Ediito  altera.  Hamb.  1796,  8yo.  The 
preface  to  this  very  excellent  collection  of  books  is  written  in  Latin  by  Ram- 
bach  ;  and  ft  meet  interesting  one  it  is.  After  giving  a  slight  sketch  of  the  life 
«nd  literary  occupations  of  Erohn,  he  thus  tinishes  the  picture  of  his  death — 
"  Eigo  certe  (exclaims  the  grateful  biographer),  mi  KRomn,  te  amabo,  et  quamdiu 
'spiritus  hoe  reget  artus*  gratam  Tui  memoriam  ex  animo  nunquam  elabi  patixu*. 
O  !  me  felioem,  si,  qua  olim  mo  beasti,  amicitiJH  nunc  quoque  frui  possom.  Sed 
froar  aliquando,  cum  Deus  me  ad  beatorum  sodos  evocaverit,  ac  Te  mihl  redi- 
derit  oonjunctiarimum.  Vale,  interim,  pia  anima ;  et  quem  jam  tristom  reiiquisti, 
prope  diem  exspeota,  in  tenerrimos  Tuos  amplexus  properantemi  ac  de  summa, 
quam  nunc  babes,  felicitate  Tibi  congratulantem/'  p.  xix.  This  is  the  genuine 
language  of  heart-felt  grief ;  language,  which  those  who  have  lost  an  old  and 
good  friend  will  know  well  how  to  appreciate.  This  catalogue,  which  was 
given  to  me  by  my  friend  the  Rev.  Dr.  Gosset)  'vir  in  re  bibliographic^ 
veXviuiSttrraTos,*  exhibits  a  fine  collection  of  books  (3821  in  number)  relating  to 
history  and  philology.  Some  of  Krohn's  notes  are  sufficiently  shrewd  and  in- 
telligent.  ^Lamoignon.     Catalogue   des  Livres   Imprimfy   et   UMLnuscrits   de  la 

BibliotUgque  deM.  le  President  de  Lamm^twn  {redlgS  par  L.  Fr.  Delatour)  avee 
une  table  dee  auteurs,  et  det  anonymee.  Paris,  1770,  fol.  The  bibliographer  has 
only  to  hear  Peigoot  speak  in  his  own  language,  and  he  will  not  long  hesitate 
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Lis.    Speak — are  you  about   to  announce  the  sale  of 
some  bibliographical  works? 

about  the  price  to  be  given  for.  so  precious  volume  :  "  Catalogue  fort  rare, 
iai4  a  quinze  exemflaibe&  seulement,  but  du  papier  de  ooton  fabriqn^  par 
siDgularit^,  k  Angouldme."  Mr.  Harris,  of  the  Royal  Institution,  poeseases  a  oopj 
of  it,  bound  in  orange-coloured  Morocco,  which  was  presented  to  lilm  bj 
Mr.  Payne ;  and,  as  Alexander  placed  his  beloved  Homer — ^o  doea  he  tlua 
catalogue— uner  his  pillow  "quand  il  vent  se  reposer— a  cause  dea  songw 
agr^bles  qu'U  doit  inspirer."  This  beautiful  volume,  which  was  printed  for 
Lamoignon's  own  convenience,  in  supplemental  parts,  docs  not,  however,  oontein 
Baillefs  interesting  Latin  prefece,   which  may  be  seen  in   the  Juffemeiu  4m 

SavcMt,  vol.   .    pt  ii.,  p.  140,  ed.  1725. Lahoio50N.    De$  Livret  <U  la  BiWif 

thique  defeu  M,  de  Lamoignon,  Oarde  de  Sfeatix  de  France,  Paris,  1791^  Sfo., 
8  vols.  These  volumes  contain  the  sale  catalogue  of  Lamoignon's  bodicB  as  thesf 
were  purchased  by  Mr.  T.  Payne,  the  bookseller.  like  the  greet  Ubmlee  of 
Crevenna  and  Pinelli,  this  immense  collection  (with  the  exception  of  the  wotka 
upon  French  jurisprudence)  has  been  dissipated  by  public  sale.  ItyetdeUglili 
Mr.  Payne  to  think  and  to  talk  of  the  many  thousand  volumee  which, 
bound  in  Morocco,  or  Russia,  or  white-calf-leather,  "with  g^t  on  the 
which  this  extraordinary  family  of  book-collectors  had  amassed  with  ao  mvcih 
care  and  assiduity.  The  preface  gives  us  a  short,  but  pleasing,  aooonnt  of  the 
bibliomanical  spirit  of  Lamoignon's  father-in-law.  Monsieur  Berryer ;  who  qpent 
between  thirty  and  forty  years  in  enriching  this  collection  with  all  the  dioioe^ 
beautiful,  and  extraordinary  copies  of  works  which,  from  his  ministerial  aitnatioDy 
and  the  exertions  of  his  book-friends,  it  was  possible  to  obtain.      M.   Berryer 

died  in  1762,  and  his  son-in-law  in  1789. Lamoignon.      Dee  Zvrrta  de  le 

mSme  Bihlwthgque,  par  Nyon  VdtnS.  Paris,  1797,  8vo.  This  volume  preeente 
us  with  the  relics  of  a  collection  which,  in  its  day,  might  have  vied  with  tlie 

most  splendid  in  Europe.      But  every  thing  earthly  must  be  disdpefeed. 

Lancklot.  Caialogue  des  Livret  de  feu  M,  Lancelol  de  VAeademie  MojfmU 
dee  Belles  Lettres.  Paris,  1741,  Svo.  Those  who  are  fond  of  making  tiieir 
libaaries  rich  in  French  History  cannot  dispense  with  this  truly  valuable  oeta- 
logue.  Lancelot,  like  the  elder  Lamoignon,  appears  to  have  been  "buried  in 
the  benedictions  of  his  countrymen" — ^according  to  the  energetic  language  of 

Bourdaloue. Lsharie.      Catalogue  des  livres  de  fni  M,  LemarU,  ditpoaf  H 

mis  en  ordre,  par  Ouil,  De  Bure,  Jils  ainS,  Paris,  1776,  Svo.  A  w^l  dlgerted 
catalogue  of  a  rich  collection  of  Greek  and  Latin  Literature,  which  evineee  a 
man  of  taste  and  judgment.  Nothing  can  be  more  handsomelj  said  of  a  eet- 
lootion  than  what  De  Bure  has  prefixed  to  the  present  one.     In  the  Cmi,  d§ 

Oouitard,  no.  1545, 1  find  a  copy  of  it  upon  labob  paper. ^Lombnu. 

Librorum  ah  inventa  Typographia  da  annum  1500,  &c.,  cum  nolU,  dx. 
1791,  8vo.,  two  vols.  The  owner  of  this  collection,  whose  name  does  not 
in  the  title-page,  was  the  celebrated  Cardinal  de  Lomenh  de  Bbibnhx  :  wlio  ii 
described,  in  the  advertisement  prefixed  to  the  catalogne  of  his  booka  in  17V7, 
[vide  infra]  as  having,  from  almost  early  youth,  pushed  his  love  of  book- 
collecting  to  an  excess  hardly  equalled  by  any  of  his  predeoeosors.  When  he 
was  but  a  yoimg  eoclesiastiCy  and  had  only  the  expectation  of  a  fortune^  Us 
ruling  passion  for  books,  and  his  attachment  to  fellow  bibliomaniacs, 
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Phiu     Even  so.     To  morrow,  if  I   mistake   not,  Gon- 
ZALVo's  choice  gems,  in  this  way,  are  to  be  disposed  of. 

and  genenJ.  But  let  bis  pancgyriBt  apeak  in  bis  own  Luigiugv— "  Si  Is  buard 
procnrolt  &  sea  amia  qnetiiueobj^t  pr&:ieiu:,  il  a'arait  de  lapoe  iju'apr^a  raToir 
obtsnn  ;  lee  aacrifioos  ne  I'eSrayoieDt  paa  ;  il  ftoit  n£  gjne'raaui ;  mnia  ce  qu'oD 
loi  acconloit,  il  1e  deroit  aor-tout  h  sen  mBDi^rea  indnuantoa.  Soa  aollioitatlaiia 
(toiont  toujours  aaaaixiDnfes  d'un  ton  d'omabilit^  auquol  on  rfaistoItdiSicileiDaDt. 
Lorsque  le  toma  at  loa  gr&ces  de  la  caur  oureat  aggrandi  ara  moyonH,  aea  Teua 
^etendlnrnt  i  proporUon.  Inaenaibleinoiit  S  ombrBaaa  lona  loa  genres,  et  u  biblio. 
Ui&]iut  devint  uc  dfpAt  unlvotsoL  Dona  aet  ttiqaeoa  voyngva,  a'il  s'arrAtoit 
quslquM  iustani  duis  one  TiUe,  on  lo  voyoit  Tieiter  lui-mflme  lea  libraries,  a'iatro- 
dxait  dam  In  maiKniB  religisusea,  I'inainuer  dans  lea  oablaeta  d'amateara, 
(JMTSher  pu*-hrat  k  acqu£rir ;  c'etoit  un  beaoin  pour  lui  d'schetor  aaiia  cesae, 
d'entaaoor  tet  Tolumes,  Oette  paaaioa  a  peat-Strs  eim  exofe ;  mats  du  mains,  olla 
P6  fut  pna  pour  le  oafdiuaJ  de  Lom^aie  uno  maoia  at^rile.  Noa  seulemdnt  il 
timeit,  a  cooninssoit  lea  Krroa,  maia  il  aavait  a'an  aerrir;  sang  oontredit  il  fut  UD 

dea  homnics  iea  plus  ^clair^s  du  Cler^  de  Franco." To  return  tram  tbis 

pleaiing  rhapaiNly  to  tbo  ostAlogno,  tbo  title  of  whicb  is  above  giren.  It  iB 
oompoaed  by  Lairc,  ia  tbe  Latin  long^iago,  with  aalGoieiit  bibliognphioal  akill : 
but  tbe  index .  ia  the  most  piiuling  one  imaginable.  Tbe  onoommonly  oorloua 
and  magnificent  colleetian,  not  being  disposed  of  "en  nmue"— according  to 
adveitiiement — was  broken  up  ;  (Uid  tbo  more  ondent  books  were  Bold  by  utiction 
■t  Paris,  in  17B2,  from  a  Prenoli  catalogue  prepared  by  Do  Bare.  Some  of  the 
books  were  porchaaod  by  Mr.  Edwards,  and  aold  at  London  in  tbe  Paris  oollec- 
Uon  [vide  p.  90,  post]  ;  aa  were  also  those  relating  to  Natural  History  ;  whioh 
latter  were  aold  by  auction  without  his  Eminence's  nume  :  but  It  ia  a  gross  error 
in  tbe  BibL  Krohn,  p.  259,  no.  3*60,  to  aay  that  many  of  these  booka  were 
impious  and  obeoene.  These  are  aoarce  and  dear  Tolumoa  ;  and  as  they  supply 
eomo  deGoicDciea  Audiffredl's  account  of  books  publiahod  at  Rome  In  the  rrth 
Doitui;  [rid.  p.  62,  ante],  the  bibliographer  should  omit  no  opportunity  of 

po*u«iDK  them. LOUENIS.        D'nm  purtie   dxt  litra'de  la  BUrliolAlgut  <1% 

Cardiial  de  LomHie  it  Brifnni,  Paris,  ao.  v.  [1797],  8to.  This  collection,  the 
fiagmants  or  ruins  of  the  Lomonio  library,  contains  2754  arljclea,  or  numbers, 
with  a  rich  sprinkling  of  Italian  literature ;  leaving  behind,  howeror,  a  surplus  of 
tiot  fewer  than  twotre  hundred  pieoes  relatinfi  to  the  Italian  Drama — many  of 
them  TV*— which  were  to  lie  Hold  at  a  future  aootion.  Tram  tbe  biographical 
memoir  prefixed  to  tbis  catalogue,  I  have  given  the  preoeding  extract  oonoarding 
tbe  charaotcr  of  the  owner  of  the  coll  Bctioo— who  died  in  tbs  same  year  >■  the 

uCe. ^UaOiBTBT.         Calntegiu   da    lirra    rara   ci  prideux    du     tahintt    d4 

M.  L.  C.  D.  M.  ( Jf.  Lt  ComU  de  Maoarthy),  Paris,  1779,  8ra.  Supprrment  as 
Catalogue  da  licra,  &c,  de  M.  L.  C.  D.  H,,  Paris,  1779,  Sro.  Cha  de  Bare, 
Jill  atnt.  Th»a  hooks  were  aold  in  January,  1730  ;  and  great  things  are  said,  in 
ot,  of  thoir  rarity  and  beauty.  Tlie  Count  Maoarthy  has,  at  this 
'  the  moat  magnificent  collectioas  upon  tbe  contment.  His  books 
ELLUH  ore  unequalled  by  those  of  any  private  ootlection.  Of  the 
ibcit»o«Ulogiie,»oopyupon»trong  writing  paper  occurs  in  the  CtU.  dt  OoaUard, 

B*.  1MB. HaouabBCHI.      Catahgui  Codicnin  Srcato  iv.  /mpmtomm    }ni  in 

fuUim  BMioltitta  Mfjlin'Mkuita  Flurenlia   ndierixinliir.      Avlore   Ftrdinanda 
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Lis.  Consider  them  as  my  own.    Nothing  ahall  stay 
me  from  the  possession  of  them. 

Fo-k;  ^utd.  bIbL  Pnrf.,  Florent,,  1793,  folio,  three  Tola.  A  magniGoMit  and 
truly  valunble  pnbiic&tion  (with  sioellent  indoiea)  of  the  oolleotian  of  the  fMucnis 
Msgliobecbi ;  oonceniDg  wham  tho  bibliographical  world  is  full  of  ciuiou*  mmo- 
dotes.  The  reader  Duy  ooninilt  two  volumoa  of  letters  from  eminaDt  men  to 
Uagliabeobi,  published  in  1715,  &c.,  tide  Bibl.  PintU,  w.  SSOS,  ko.,  edit,  1789 ; 
Wolfiufl'B  edition  of  the  Biblwtkeca  Ajvoiiann,  p.  102 :  and  the  Stwwberry  Hill" 
edition  of  tha  ParaHel  J-iicem  Maylu,lahi  and  Jir.  Bill,  1758,  Sro.— an  alaguit 
and  interesting  littlo  volume.  Before  we  como  to  speak  of  bis  birtb  aodbiUio- 
grajitiioal  powers,  it  may  bo  as  well  to  contomplato  bia  eipraadTO  pbjriagDomy. 
Maoliabecbi  was  bom  at  Fkirmea 
Ootober  29,  1633.  His  parents,  of  low 
and  mean  mnli,  were  well  ntisficd 
when  tbej-  gat  him  ioto  tha  aBrrio* 
of  a  man  who  sold  herbs  and  fruit. 
Ua  had  never  learned  to  read;  and 
yot  he  was  perpetually  poring  oror  tbe 
leaves  of  old  books  that  ware  used  1b 
his  niaater*!  abop.  A  boohsellar,  who 
lived  in  the  neiKhbourhood,  and  wbo 
bad  often  observed  this,  and  knew  th* 
boy  could  not  read,  asked  him  one  daj 
"  what  be  meant  by  starinjr  so  muoh  on 
printed  paper  T"  Magliabechi  said  that 
"  he  did  not  know  how  it  was,  but 
that  he  loved  it  of  all  things."  The  uonoequeoce  was  that  he  waa  received,  witb 
tears  of  joy  in  his  eyas,  into  the  bookseller's  shop  j  and  henoo  rose,  by  a  qtiiak 
Bnccearion,  into  poets  of  literary  honour,  till  be  became  librarian  ta  the  Onnd 
Duke  of  Tuscany.  In  thb  situation  HagUabechi  had  nothing  further,  or  morn 
corgeniol  to  his  feelmtts,  to  tugh  for :  in  the  FtoroatiDO  library  be  rerdlod  with- 
out csBsation  in  the  luxury  of  book.leaming.  The  strength  of  bis  memory  waa 
remarkable ;  one  day,  the  Grand  Duke  sent  for  him  to  ask  whether  bo  oonid 
procure  a  book  that  was  psrtlcularl;  scarce.  "No,  sir,"  answered  Ilagliabedil, 
"  it  is  impOBBible  ;  for  there  is  but  one  in  the  world,  and  tiiat  is  in  the  OniMl 
Signior's  Library  at  Constantinople,  aud  is  the  seventh  book  on  the  second  shall 
on  the  right  band  as  you  go  in."  In  spite  of  his  oobwebs,  dirt,  and  cradle  lin«d 
with  books,  Mogliabechi  reoohed  his  Sliit  year.  Hearae  has  contrired  to  inter- 
weave the  following  (rather  trifling)  anecdoto  of  him,  in  his  Johait.  Control.,  Ac, 
de  Jieb,  Olatton,  to),  ii.,  4SG- which  I  give  merely  because  It  is  the  fashion  to 
coTot  every  thing  which  apportoineth  to  Tom  Heame.  "  I  have  mentioned  tli« 
bank  where  the  MSS.  (concerning  the  Epistles  of  St.  Ignatioi;  Bank  LVo.) 
Stands,  and  the  title  of  the  book,  because  VosHUs  totla  us  not  in  hia  piufooe  whioh 
of  the  several  HSS.  in  this  library  ho  made  use  of  ;  and  to  Bude  it  out  gave  tn* 
so  much  trouble  Uiat,  if  the  Grand  Duke's  librBry-keepor  had  not  known  tb* 
huok,  and  searched  it  for  me,  1  think  I  should  never  have  uxt  with  it,  thttv 
being  not  one  canon  of  Ijt.  Laimuce,  noi  their  library -keeper  himself,  nor,  I 
*  Id  Put  VI.  or  thU  work  will  )»  laaai  i  LIM  M  Bcdu  prlultd  ban.    Tlw  "— — 1-1 1  nrii^s 


\ 
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Lysand.     You    speak    precipitately.     Arc    you  accus- 
tomed to  attend  book-auctions  1 

boljere,  any  otber  in  Florence,  except  this  S^^.  MaoLUBeCQT,  tlist  cauld  direct 
ma  to  it.  Tha  leunwl  Biabop  vill  ba  p1oiu«d  to  take  cotiuo  nt  S".  UalinbechrB 
civility  ;  who,  besides  procimiig'  Dte  tbe  Gr&nd  Duke's  leave  to  collate  tiie 
eputlei,  attended  buuulf  in  the  libiar)',  all  the  time  1  wsa  then  (the  licence 
bnnfT  gnoted  hj  the  Grand  Duke  upon  this  eonditioD) :  and  since,  aa  a  murk  of 
bi>  nspoct  to  tbe  reverend  hiihup,  bath  been  pleased  to  preaoot  bim  with  a  book 
(«boattbe  FlorontiDB  hiator;)  nhioh  1  bave  camraittod  to  Mr.  Feme,  1117  Lord 
LeiintoQ'B  Gentlemaii,  to  be  oonvejed  ta  his  lordship."    (Mr.  Ledgerd'B  aooount 

of  his  coUatiDnH  of  the  Florentine  MS.  with  the  adition  of  Vossius.} St.  Makk. 

Oram  D.  Mitrci  Bildwtheca  Codicum  MaiKitcriptorum  Pnendt  ZakTvalfo  That- 
poia.  Venet.  1740,  folio  :  Eiuidem  Latiiia  it  Ilaliea  Btbliolhtca  CodKum  ifonu- 
(criftlanaK  /'miufe  eodaa,   Venet.    1711,  lolio.    Those  useful   aod  bandaomely 

oiBCUted  Tolumos  ahanld  be  fonnd  in  evei7  eitensve  philological  coUeotion. 

Xkdioi  LoBEKZti.  Bitliolliiat  Mrdieeo-LoMTrjUianael  Palatina  Codieitm  Mana- 
icriptiinim  OritataHum  Calaloffiu  digant  S.  £.  Aiiman^.  Florent.  1742.  foLo. 
A  ■mrj  valuable  niid  aplendid  publication  ;  erinciog  the  laudable  ambition  of 
Uio  Medid  in  their  encounigemeDt  of  oriental  literature.  The  editor  is  com- 
mended in  the  pra&ce  of    the  subsequent  catalogue,  p.   xzxxvi Mbdici- 

LOBIIOO.  BihIUithrat  Bthmiar-Oreea  FloratlimB  nm  BUilioAiea  Medieta- 
IjaHrtnTiiaur  Cataloytis  ah  AtUotiio  Maria  Biteionio,  &&,  digatiu  oIvuk  alitia, 
noreni,  1752,  lolio,  two-vols.  in  one.  A  grand  book  ;  fuU  of  cnrioos  fac-iimiles 
of  all  sorts  of  things.  It  vos  begun  to  be  printed  in  17GS,  but  Biscioni'i  detcb, 
tn  May,  175S,  preientod  the  completion  of  the  poblicatioa  'till  May  17G7.     Sea 

pRcfoL,  p.  xxixTu— nod  particularly  tbe  colopboo, Medioi<Lorbhzo.    Cala- 

loffiu  CwluwiR  Maxvacripliyntm  Oraeontm,  Lalinonan,  tl  IlalitoraTit,  BibtiolAeca 
Midica  LautaAiaita !  Angtlua  Maria  Sandinia  Ttcewvil,  illmtrarit  rdidU. 
Florent..  176*  ;  3  ifols.,  177* ;  B  vols.,  foao.  An  equally  splendid  work  with  tho 
preceding— and  much  more  copio™  and  erudite  in  regard  to  intrinsically  rolimble 
matter.  The  indexes  are  exoellent.  No  eitonsive  pbilological  library  should  be 
without  tbote  volumea— especially  sinoe  the  name  of  MedicI  bos  reoently  become 
■o  popular,  from  tbe  able  biographical   memoiis  of  tbo  family  by  Mr.  Roscoe, 

MESASBluii.     BiUiothica   McMininna;   on  Catalogue  dt    la    BiUiotUy* 

d<  /m  Matin  Jeati  Jayum  Ciarron,  CkeaUier  MargiiU  dt  itenari.  So.  A  La 
Uiye,  17S0,  Sto.  A  Tery  Gne  colkctiDn  of  books  in  a1)  braiiohes  of  litaiatore. 
After  tbe  "  Ordo  Vendition itr,"  there  is  an  additional  loaf  posted  in,  signifying 
that  a  magnificent  copy  of  Fust's  bible  of  1462,  upoo  paper,  wonld  be  sold  im- 
mediately after  tho  theological  MSS.  in  folio.  It  brought  the  sum  of  1200  dorios. 
Tbe  sale  oommeaced  at  nine  and  at  two ;  glTing  tbe  buyers  time  to  digest  their 

pnrchoBoa,  as  well  aa   their  dinners,  at  twelve  I  "  Tempora  mutontur !  " 

HekCeENIDS.  CalaloyKi  BibliolAfca  Meneteniamt  at  Ottum  d  £iirc^rdo  tol- 
lida.  Sdilior  altera  loagt  tneHdalior.  Lips.,  1727,  8to.  Tliere  are  some  curious 
ftnd  nnoommon  hooks  in  this  collection  ;  which  eriuoo  the  taste  and  judgment  of 
MenckenioB,  who  was  a  scholar  of  nomeui  reputation.  Perhaps  tbe  word  "rare" 
is  loo  lariahly  bestowed  upon  some  of  the  books  doecribod  in  it. — Meoh. 
Catalagut  da  Uvrtt  pricietu  lirepilifrei  eC  rarei  dt  la  Bibliothiifat  de  M.  Main, 
Paiis^  lo.  lit.  (1804),  810.    A  very  ctunce  QoUectioii  of  books;  catalogued  with 
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Lis.    No  ;  but  I  will  line  my  pockets  with  pistoles^  and 

who  dare  oppose  me  ? 

• 

considerable  care. Mebcieb.     Caidtogue  de  la  BtbliothSque  de  M.    MenUr, 

AhbS  de  Saint  Leger,  par.  M.  De  Bure,  1799,  8to.  If  the  reader  has  ohaiiced  to 
cast  his  eye  over  the  accouDt  of  the  AbM  de  St.  Leger,  at  p.  61,  ante,  he  will  not 
hesitate  long  about  procuring  a  copy  of  the  catalogue  of  the  library  of  so  truly 

eminent  a  bibliographer. Mebioot.      Catalogue  de$  livrtt  de  M.  J,  O,  Mrigolp 

Libraire,  par.  M.  De  Bure,  1800,  8to.  It  is  very  seldom  that  'this  oatalogme  tp^ 
pears  in  our  own  country  :  which  is  the  more  provoking  ait  the  referanoea  to  i^  in 
foreign  bibliographical  works,  render  its  possession  necessary  to  the  ooOeotor. 
M^rigot  was  an  eminent  bookseller,  and  prepared  a  good  catalogue  of  M.  Locry** 

library,  which  was  sold  in  1791,    8to. St.   Miohail.    BibHotkeoa   Codiam 

Manuteriptorum  Mofuuterij  Sandi   Michaelis  VeMtiamm,  una  eum    apptmdim 
librorum  imprestorum  naxuli  xv.      Opus  posthumuai  JoomvU  BmmL  MiUtardtL 
Venet.,  1779,  folio.     It  were  much  to  be  wished  that,  aftor  the  example  of  thli 
and  other  monastoiies,  all  religious  houses,  which  have  large  libraries  attaohed  to 
them,  would  publish  accounts  of  their  MSS.  and  printed  books.    There  is  no 
knowing  what  treasures  are  hid  in  them,  and  of  which  the  litorary  world  mint 
remain  ignorant,  unless  they  are  thus  introduced  to  general  notice.    How  many 
curious  and  amusing  anocdotos  may  be  told  of  precious  works  being  disoorered 
under  barbarous  titles  1    Among  othen?,  take,  gentle  reader,  the  two  following 
ones — relating  to  books  of  a  rery  different  character.    Within  a  volume,  entitled 
Secreta  Alherti,  were  found    "  The  Fruyie  of  IUdempcy<m,"  printed  by  W.   De 
Worde,  1632,  4to.;  and  a  hitherto  imperfectiy  described  impression  of  Tke  Boie 
of  Fyikinge,  printed  by  W.  Do.  Worde,  in  4to.,  without  dato;  which  usually  no- 
companies   tiiat   fascinating   work,    ycleped  Dame   Juliana   Barnes's   Bott  af 
Hawkyng,  Huntyng,  and  Cote  Armoor.    My  friend  Mr.  J.  Haslewood  first  made 
me  acquainted  with  this  rare  treasure — tolling  me  he  had  "  a  famous  tawny  little 
volume  "  to  shew  me  :  his  pulse,  at  the  same  time,  I  ween,  beating  one  hmidrod 
and  five  to  the  minute  !     The  second  anecdote  more  exactly  aooorda  witb  the 
nature  of  my  preliminary  observations.    In  one  of  the  libraries  abroad,  belonging 
to  the  Jesuits,  thero  was  a  volume  eutitlod,  on  the  back  of  it  "  Concilittm  TVi- 
denti : "  the  searching  eye  and  active  hands  of  a  well-educated  BibliomnnSno 
discovered  and  opened  this  volume — whep  lo  1  instead  of  the  Council  qf  TrttU, 
appeared  the  First,  and  almost  unknown,  Edition  of  the  Decameron  qf  Bcecaocio  I 
This  precious  volume  is  now  reposing  upon  the  deserted  shelves  of  the  late  Doke 
of  Roxbuigh's  library ;   and,  at  the  forth-coming  sale  of  the  same,  it  will  be  most 
vigorously  contended  for  by  all  the  higher  and  more  knowing  powen  of  the 
bibliographical  world  ; 

Bat  when  the  gods  descending  sweU'd  the  fight, 
Then  tumult  rose  ;  fierce  rage  and  pale  aflOrlght 
Varied  each  face  :  [Pope's]  HoTHer't  Iliad,  h.  xx.  v.  68. 


MmABBAU.  Catalogue  de  la  BSbliothtquM  de  Mirabiau  Faint,  par  Rotef,  1792, 
8vo.  A  fino  collection  of  books ;  some  of  them  veiy  curious  and  nnoonunon. 
At  the  head  of  the  choice  things  contained  in  it  must  be  noticed  the  "  RecueQ  de 
Caiques,  ou  dessins  des  titres  et  figure  d'un  grand  nombre  des  plus  ^w^yigne 
ouvrages,  gravds  en  bois,  ou  imprimis  en  caract^res  mobiles,  depuia  Torigine 
de  rimprimorio,"  &c.     Those  designs  were  226  in  number ;  of  which  a  deecription 
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Phil.     And  do   you  imagine  that   no  one,  but  yourself, 
I  lias  his  pockets  "  lined  with  pistoles,"  on  these  occasions? 


r 

^P  (tfcireD  ai  tho  hood  of  tho  catalogue.     Tbojf  were  ptirchosed  (or  1106  lirres,    and 

^  igoin  eold,  nith  UiB  samfl  doBcription  preAied,  at  the  lant  CnTBHiui  «aJe  ot  1703 

(we  p.    7D,  ante).     ComnJC  t!ie  Ctiriotitft  Bibliagrapltigva  ot  Foignot,  p.   130. 

HlBOIOSIL.     Calalogve  da  Liira  dt  la  BibliotAtqiu  dr.  M.  BUe  dt  JUirommil, 

psrdc  dH  aMuiu  cfe  Frmue,  Paria,  17&1,  4to.  "It  appears,  from  tba  oatalogue  ot 
M.  d«  Coate,  tluit  tbu  is  a  rare  book,  of  irUcb  odIj  few  oopiea  were  priatod,  and 

tbnae  neTsr  adid."  Bibliegr.  Cui-iaite,  p.  33. MobtIadcon,   Itiarium  llalicam; 

4)*<  MmioiiHloniBi  Velmim,  fllll-UitAecaTuiii,  JUimrvnin  X'otitia  SiiguIoTet  a  D, 
Btmardo  di  Montfaitpm,  Paris,  1702,  4to.  Bibliolhcca  Bibtiothecamvi  Manuxrip- 
knm  noBo,  auton  De  Btrn.  de  Monijav^n,  Poria,  1730,  folio,  two  vols.  These 
ara  the  bibtiograpliical  noiks  (nhinh  I  thought  would  be  acceptable  if  placed  ia 
this  list  of  Catalf^uoi)  of  the  illustrious  Uoutfaugon  ;  wboae  pubUcatioiu  plaoo 
turn  an  the  Bnmioit  of  aatiijnsriaD  fame.  So  much  solid  Bense,  careful  euguir]>, 
tnuinua  reHoroh,  and  not  despicable  taste,  mark  his  TolumiuDus  productioiu  \  The 
bibliogniiher  may  rast  assured  that  he  will  not  often  be  led  into  ODDfiudau  or 
•mr  ia  the  perusal  of  the  above  curious  and  valuable  volumes,  which  hare  always 

been  oomidered  precious  by  tho  philologist.^ MoRBUj.  Jtaxiii  Morellii  BUt- 

tioOieca  Sigiit  diti  Hard  VcHaiarum  Cutlodu,  BibiiolMca  Maitiacriptit  Oncca  et 
Latino.  Tom,  prim.  Bossani,  Svo.  Morelli  was  the  amiable  and  pnifoiuidly 
tMnied  libnuion  of  St.  Mark's  at  Veaiue ;  and  this  catalogue  ot  his  Greek  and 
X^in  USS.  is  given  upon  tho  authority  of  PeignoC's  Cvrioriili  BibHogmphiijuti, 

p.   lix. HUSKUM  BBlTiea.      Calalegia  Libnnan    MaMUCript.  Bill.    Colbm., 

^^Oanu,  1686,  toL  A  Coialoj/uc  of  Ac  ManuKripU  in  Us  CaltimiaTt  LibTarg,  Load. 
^^^77,  8va  A  CalaUgue  ^  the  una,  1S02,  foL  A  Cata/cstu  of  (Ac  SarltUm 
^BMwinpb,  it..  Load.,  17S9,  fol.,  2  voU.  A  CaUUogM  q/  lie  kou.  Lend.,  IS08, 
Htd.,  3  vols.  A  Calalogvt  qf  the  MSS.  of  the  Singi  Uhrary,  Uc.,  1734,  4tO. 
HjI  CaiaUgmofOie  MSS.,  ^.,  hilherlo  utulMrihtd,  Lond.,  1782,  4to.,  twa  vols, 
GMoiDsr.  Libror.  Impreti.,  itr.,  Lond.,  17S7,  folio,  2  vols.  These  ore  tho  pablished 
OBtalogass  of  the  literary  treosurea,  in  manuscript  and  in  print,  wUohars  eon- 
(■faieil  in  the  Britiidi  Museum.  The  Jtnl  Cotlonian  catalogue  bos  a  life  of  Sir 
Robert  Cotton,  and  an  acoouut  of  his  library  preSied  to  it.  The  namd,  by 
Samoel  Hooper,  was  intended  "  to  remedy  tba  many  defeats"  in  the  precsding 
catalogue,  and  "  tho  injudicioUB  manner"  in  which  it  was  compiled ;  but  it  ia  ol 
itaaUanffidently  confused  and  imperfect.  TbelAird.  which  ia  the  moat  copious 
and  valuable,  with  an  index  (and  which  bas  an  abridged  account  of  Sir  Bubert 
Cotton,  and  of  bis  Library),  ma  drawn  np  by  Mr.  Pluuta,  the  principal  Ubrorinn 
of  the  Britufa  Muioum.  A  great  port  of  tbe  firet  ca.ta!oguo  of  the  SarUiau  JUS& 
ma  compiled  by  tho  celobrated  Humphrey  Wasloy,  and  a  moat  valuable  and 
ably  eiooated  publication  it  is  !  Tho  Saoiui  is  eieouted^by  the  Rev.  It.  Nares ; 
it  ooatuns  tbe  preface  of  the  first,  with  on  additional  one  by  himself,  and  aoopious 
Index;  rendering  tbis  the  most  complots  catalogue  of  MSS.  which  has  ever  yet 
qipeazed  in  our  own  country  ;  oltbougb  one  r^rela  that  its  typographical  eieeu- 
tiiiDahould  Dotbavekept  pace  with  itiintriDsio  utility.  The  two  latter  catalogues 
13.  above  described  give  on  aooount  of  tboao  which  were  presented  by  royal 
lifloence,  and  collected  cbieSy  by  6ir  Hans  Sloane  and  Dr  Bircb.  The  cato- 
■a  of  17S1  (which  is  now  rare)  was  oompiled  by  David  Coaley  :  (hat  of  17S% 
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Lis.  It  may  be  so — that  other  linings  are  much  warmer 
than  my  own  : — ^but,  at  any  rate,  I  will  make  a  glorious 
struggle,  and  die  with  my  sword  in  my  hand. 

by  Samuel  Ascough.  Of  the  catalogue  of  Printed  Boohs,  it  would  be  mifair  to 
dwell  upoD  its  imperfections,  since  a  new,  and  greatly  enlai^ged  and  improved, 
impression  of  it  is  about  going  to  press,  under  the  editorial  care  and  inspeotioD  of 
Messrs.  H.  Ellis  and  Baber,  the  gentlemen  to  whom  the  printed  books  are  at 
present  intrusted.  Mr.  Douce,  who  has  succeeded  Mr.  Nares  as  head  libmian  of 
the  MSS.,  is  busily  employed  in  examining  the  multifarious  collection  of  the 
Lanadotone  MSS.  (recently  purchased  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Museum),  and  we 
may  hope  that  the  day  is  not  very  far  distant  when  the  public  are  to  be  congrs- 

tulated  on  his  minute  and  masterly  analysis  of  these  treasures. ^Pabib.    Cola- 

loffue  de  la  Bibliothique  de  M.Paris  de  Meyzieux,  Paris,  1779,  8to.     BibUoAeea 
eUgaTUissiTna  Paridna,  par  M.  Lourent,  1790,  8to.    The  same  :  Loud.,  1791,  8to. 
Since  the  days  of  Gaignat  and  the  Duke  de  la  Valliere,  the  longing  eyes  of  bib- 
liographers were  never  blessed  with  a  sight  of  more  splendid  and  choice  books 
than  were  those  in  the  possession  of  M.  Paris  de  Metzieux.    The  Spira  Virgil 
of  1470,  UPON  VELLUM,  will  alone  confer  celebrity  upon  the  Jirst  catalogue-  but 
what  shall  we  say  to  the  second  t  It  consists  of  only  635  articles,  and  yet,  as  is 
well  observed  in  the  preface,  it  was  never  equalled  for  the  like  number.     Happy 
is  that  noviciate  in  bibliography  who  can  forget  the  tedium  of  a  rainy  day  in 
sitting  by  the  sido  of  a  log- wood  fire,  and  in  regaling  his  luxurious  fancy,  by  pe- 
rusing the  account  of  **  fine,  magnificent,  matchless,  large  paper,"  and  "veUum** 
copies  which  are  thickly  studded  from  one  end  of  this  volume  to   the  other. 
Happier  far  the  veteran,  who  can  remember  how  he  braved  the  perils  qf  the  taUf 
in  encountering  the  noble  and  heavy  metalled  competitors  who  flocked,  from  all 
parts  of  the  realm,  to  partake  of  these  Parisian  spoils  !    Such  a  one  casts  an  eye 
upon  his  well-loaded  shelves,  and  while  he  sees  here  and  there  a  yellow  morocoo 
Aldus,  or  a  Russian  leather  Froben,  he  remembers  how  bravely  he  fought  for 
each,  and  with  what  success  his  exertions  were  crowned  !    For  my  own    part^ 
gentle  reader,  T  frankly  assure  thee  that— after  having  seen  the  "Heures  ds 
Notre  Dame,'*  written  by  the  famous  Jarry,  and  decorated  with  seven  smaU 
exquisite  paintings  of  the  Virgin  and  Christ— and  the  Aldine  PUrarch  and   Virgtil 
of  1501,    all   of  them  executed  upon  snow-white  vellum — after  having  seen 
only  these  books  out  of  the  Paris  collection,  I  hope  to  descend  to  my  obscore 
grave  in  perfect  peace  and  satisfaction  !  The  reader  may  smile  ;  but  let  him  turn 
to  n««.  14,  201,  328,  of  the  Bibl.  Paris:  no.  318  of  the  Cat.  de  la  Valliere  ;  and 
Curiositis  Bibliographiqtus,  p.  67.    This  strain  of  "  Hourderie  bibliograpbtqne^'* 
ought  not  to  make  me  foi^et  to  observe  that  we  are  indebted  to  the  euterprising 
spirit  and  correct  taste  of  Mr.  Edwards  for  these,  as  well  as  for  many   other, 
beautiful  books  imported  from  the  Continent.     Nor  is  it  yet  forgrjtten  that  some 
thorough-bred  bibliomaniacs,  in  their  way  to  the  sale,  used  to  call  for  a  glass  of 
ice,  to  allay  the  contagious  inflammation  which  might  rage  in  the  auction-room. 
And  now  take  we  leave  of  Monsieur  Paris  de  Meyzieux.    Peace  to  the  ashes  of  eo 

renowned  a  book-chevalier. Petau  et  Mansabt.  Bibliotheca  Potavina  H  Man- 

tariiana  ;  ofi  Catalogue  des  BibliothiqtM  de  Messrs.  A  lexander  Petau,  ei  F^rastfois 
Mansart ;  arixqnelles  on  a  ajmiU  le  Cabinet  des  MSS,  de  Justus  Zdpsitut.  Haye, 
1722,  8vo.    A  catalogue  not  very  common,  and  well  worth  the  bibliographm^s 
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Phil.  This  is  Book-Madness  with  a  vengeanoe !  How- 
ever^ we  shall  see  the  issae.  When  and  how  do  you 
propose  going  ? 

eopwHation. ^Potilll      Bibliotheea  JUapheei  PinOli  Vauti,  9ae.     A  Jaeelbo 

MerMa.  VmtUU,  1787,  6  toIs.,  Syo.  Biblioikeea  Pindliana:  a  eataioffw  </ 
tU  mof^JieaU  and  ceUbruted  library  tf  Majfiti  Pinelli,  laU  qf  Vmiee,  Ac, 
LoodoDy  1788,  8to.  Thera  can  be  no  qaeetion  about  the  priority,  in  point  both 
of  tipogrtphioal  betnty  and  intrinaic  exoeUenoe,  of  these  oatalogaes ;  the  latter 
being  onlgr  a  oommon  sale  one,  with  the  abridgment  of  the  learned  preface  of 
MeraUiy  and  of  bis  bibliographioal  notiees.  This  immense  oollection  (of  the 
UMiant  owners  of  which  we  have  a  short  sketch  in  Moriiof,  rcH  L,  pp.  28, 202) 
waa  purahaaed  by  Measrs.  Bdwards  and  Bobaon :  the  Greek  and  I^itin  books 
ware  sold  fbr  97861.,  the  Italian,  for  2570t— which  barely  repaid  the  expenses  of 
pnwrbiaa,  indnding  duties^  carriage,  and  sale.  Although,  as  Dr.  Harwood  haa 
cibasrved,  "these  being  no  dnst  in  Venice,  this  most  magnificent  libraiy  haa  in 
gooeral  lain  repoaited  f6r  some  oentories,  in  excellent  preserration,''— yet  the 
eoplea  ware  not,  npon  the  whole,  in  the  choicest  condition.  There  are  copies  of 
the  ealalogiie  of  1788  npon  labqb  pafir.  The  catalogne  of  1787  (with  an  elegant 
portrait  of  Pinelli  preitxed)  has,  at  first  sights  the  aspect  of  a  woric  printed  in 

amaU  quarto. ^Pompadoub.    Catalogue  tUs  Lirra  de  la  BtUuMque  dt  /erne 

Madamt  La  Marqmim  de  PamjMdawr,  Dame  du  Palau  de  la  Rdne,  Paris.  1765, 
Sfo.  'Hm  name  of  Madame  de  Pompadour  will  be  always  respected  by  bibliogra- 
plian^  OB  aoooont  of  the  taste  and  judgment  which  are  displayed  in  this  elegant 
eoQsetion.  The  old  popular  romances  form  the  leading  feature ;  but  there  is  an 
MBple  aprinkhng  of  the  belles-lettres  and  poetry.  An  animated  eologinm  is 
pronounced  upon  Mad.  de  Pompadour  by  Jard^,  in  his  **  Precis  snr  les  Bibllo- 
th^oes  f  prefixed  to  the  last  edition  of  Foumier's  Diitionnaire  Pwtalttf,  de  Bib- 

iioffntpkie,  p.  vQ. Pbefohd.     Catalogue  da  Livrtt  du  Cabitut  de  if.  D.  P. 

{Oirardot  de  Pr^fimd)  Par  OuiUaume  F,  De  Bvre,  Paris,  1757,  8vo.  An  ex- 
cellent collection ;  not  wanting  in  rare  and  magnificent  productions.  Tho 
owner  of  it  was  distinguished  for  many  solid,'  as  well  as  splendid,  qualifications. 
Only  six  copies  of  it  were  printed  upon  large  papeb.     See  Cat,  de  Oaignat, 

Tol,  iL,  no.  8467. Randonde  Boisset.     Catalogue  da  livres  du  cabinet  de/eu 

M.  Bandon  du  Boiuet  Par  Ouil.  de  Bure,  fils  ain(,  Paris,  1777, 12mo.  Although 
the  generality  of  catalogue  collectors  will  be  satisfied  with  the  usual  copy  of  tliis 
weU-digested  volume,  yot  I  apprehend  the  curious  will  not  put  up  with  any 
thing  short  of  a  copy  of  it  upon  strong  wbitino  papeb.    Such  a  one  was  in  the 

Gouttard  collection.      See  CaL  de  Oonttard,  no.   1546. Reimannus.     J,  F. 

Rtimanni  CaJtalogui  BiUiotheae  Theologicat  Systematico-Criticus,  Hildes.  1731, 
8to.,  two  vols.  Ejuidem  accejsiones  uberiores  ad  Caialogum  Systematico-Criticum, 
ediiee  a  Jo,  W,  Reimannue,  Bnuiev.,  1747,  8vo.  I  have  before  g^iyen  the  character 
of  this  work  in  the  introductory  part  of  my  "  Knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Latin 

Classics.'*    Every  thing  commendatory  of  it  may  be  here  repeated. Renati^ 

BSbliotkeeat  Joaephi  BencUi  Imperiali*,  Ae„  Caidinaiie  Catalogue,  &c  Romas, 
1711,  foL  This  excellent  catalogue,  which  cost  the  compiler  of  it,  Fontanini,  nin^ 
years  of  hard  labour,  is  a  most  useful  and  valuable  one ;  serving  as  a  model  for 
catalogues  of  large  libraries.  See  tho  more  minute  criticism  upon  it  in  CaL  de 
SoMtander,  n®.  6315.    My  copy,  which  wants  tho  titlo-pogo,  but  luckily  contains 


r 
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Lis.    a  chaise  shall  be  at  this  door  by  nine  in    the 
morning.    Who  will  accompany  me  ? 

the  Latin  preface,  was  formerly  Raddiman'B.     The  yolome  has  788  pages  :  this 
is  noticed  because  all  the  appendixes  and  addenda  are  comprehended  in  tha 

same. Revickzkt.      Bthliotkeea  Orceca  et   Latina,  eompUetem  oMetom  Jert 

omnet  Orveeia  et  LaJtii  veUris,  dx.,  cum  deUctu  editionwn  tarn  primariarwm,  dbc, 
quam  etiam  optimarum,  tpUndtdisrimarum,  &e,,  qwu  tuui  meoparavL  Pebbboxib 
DELTOFHiLns  (the  feigned  name  for  Beyiokzkt,  Berolini,  1784:  1794,  Svo. 
It  was  the  delight  of  Coont  Bevickzkj,  the  original  owner  of  this  coDeottoD,  to 
devote  his  time  and  attention  to  the  acquisition  of  soaroe,  beautiful^  and  Talnable 
books  ;  and  he  obtained  such  fame  in  this  department  of  literature  as  to  oanae 
him  to  be  ranked  with  the  Vallieres,  Pinellis,  and  Lom^nies  of  the  day.  He 
compiled,  and  privately  disposed  of,  the  catalogue  of  his  collection,  which  bean 
the  above  titie ;  and  to  some  few  .of  which  are  prefixed  a  letter  to  M.  L'  ▲.  B. 
[enini]  (Member  of  the  French  Academy)  and  a  preface.  Three  StgpplememlM  to 
this  catalogue  were  also,  from  time  to  time,  circulated  by  him ;  'so  that  the 
purchaser  must  look  sharply  after  these  acquisitions  to  his  copy— as  some  one  or 
the  other  of  them  are  generally  missing.  Peignot  supposes  there  are  only  fao 
supplements.  BihL  Curieuse,  p.  58.  When  Count  Bevicksky  came  orer  to 
England,  he  made  an  ofiFer  to  Earl  Spencer  to  dispose  of  the  whole  oolleotion  to 
his  lordship,  for  a  certain  "round  sum"  to  be  paid  immediately  into  his  handsj,  aal 
to  receive,  in  addition,  a  yearly  sum  by  way  of  annuity.  So  speaks  fuse. 
Shortly  after  this  contract  was  closed,  the  Count  died ;  and  Bari  Spenoer,  in 
consequence,  for  a  comparatively  small  sum  (the  result  of  an  immediate  and 
generous  compliance  with  the  Count's  wishes !),  came  into  the  possession  of  a 
library  which,  united  with  his  previous  magnificent  collection,  and  the  rmnnnnw 
ful  ardour  with  which  he  has  since  continued  the  pursuit,  places  him  quite  at  the 
head  of  all  the  collectors  in  Europe — ^for  early,  rare,  precious,  and  beaotifiily 
books.  Long  may  he  possess  such  treasures  !^and  fleeing  from  the  turbnlenoo 
of  politics,  and  secluded  as  he  is,  both  in  the  jmetropolis  and  at  Althorp^  from 
the  stunning  noise  of  a  city,  may  he  always  exclaim,  with  Horace,  as  the  Ckrant 
did  before  him— 

Sit  mlhl,  quod  nnnc  est,  etiam  minus ;  ut  mihi  vivsm 
Quod  superest  sevi,  si  quid  snperesae  volant  DL 
Bit  bona  librorom  et  proviMB  frugis  in  annum 
Oopia,  ne  floitem  dubin  spe  pendolos  boiv!. 

Epist,  Lib.  I  :  Epitt,  xvUi.  v.,  107. 

Sir  M.  M.  Sykes,  Bart.,  has  a  copy  of  the  edition  of  1784  [which  is  in  erecy 
respect  the  better  one],  printed  upon  fine  vellum  .paper.  A  similar  copy  <Mf 
the  edition  of  1794  is  noticed  in  the  CcU.  de  Caillard,  (1808)  n«  2672.  At  the 
sale  of  M.  Moon's  books,  in  1804,  a  copy  of  the  first  edition,  chai^ged  wHh  MS. 

notes  of  the  celebrated  Merder  St.  Loger,  was  sold  for  80  livres. Bivx.    Cste- 

Icffue  de  la  BibliothSque  de  V Alibi  Rive,  par  ArehtM'd,  Marseille,  1798,  8vo.  A 
catalogue  of  the  books  of  so  sharp-sighted  a  bibliographer  as  was  the  Abb^  Bite 

cannot  fail  to  be  interesting  to  the  collector. DU  Roi  [Louis  XV.]    CataUiffUB 

Codieum  Mantucriptorum  BihlioUucce  Reffux  {studio  et  Idbore  Anieetti  Mdlot^ 
PariSy  e  Typog,  Reg,,  1789,  folio,  four  vols. DU  ROL   Dee  Livret  imprimii  d$ 
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LvsAND.    Oar     friend    and     Philemon    will  prevent 

your  becoming    absolutely  raving:,     by    joining  you.     I 
sliall  be  curious  to  know  the  result. 


^ 


la  mlai  BaiioMi/M  RayaU.  {Ditpori  par  Mtun,  let  Alsbb  Sallitr  it  Bau- 
dot, *e.\  Parit,  De  L'lmprin.  RoytU,  1739-53,  folio,  sii  vols.  The  mart 
beaatifut  aiiit  csrefullf  eiecnteil  catalog^ue  !a  tbo  world  :  reRsdiDg  &  truly  solid 
luttra  upon  tlie  literary  reputatiaD  of  Fruica  I  'Ilie  firet  four  volumes,  nritten  In 
Latin,  comprahand  bd  account  of  M8S.  :  the  ^i  lagt,  written  in  Frsnob,  of 
printed  works  in  Tbeoloot,  Joiusfrvdehcb,  and  Belleb-Lettbes  ;  the 
departmenta  of  Qistobt  and  the  Abts  and  Scirhoks  atill  remaining  to  be  ei- 
ecated.  De  Dure  told  ub,  bait  a  oantury  ago,  tbat  the  "  Oanx  do  Lettrsa"  were 
wortring  hard  at  the  eomplotion  of  it ;  but  tho  then  complaints  uf  bibliograpliere 
at  its  imperfeot  state  are  even  yet  oontinuod  in  Foumint's  loat  odition  of  hie 
DuiiBiuiairt  Porlal\fdt  BiUuxjraplai,  p.  418.  So  easy  it  is  to  talk ;  bo  dltBoult 
to  execute  1  I  believe,  hawever,  that  U.  ?aii-Praet,  one  of  the  priQoipal  libra- 
liana,  is  DOW  putting  all  engiaoa  to  nork  to  do  away  the  further  disgrace  of  tmoh 
TOUGOountably  protracted  negligence.  My  copy  of  tbi?  magnificeot  sat  of  books 
ta  hound  in  red  Uorooco,  gilt  leaves,  and  was  a  prceentatiou  ddo  from  the  King 
"  aa  Comta  de  Neny,  oamme  one  marque  da  Ban  efilime,  1770."  1  ahoutd  add 
that  the  8r3t  volume  of  "  Theology"  oontains  a  history  of  the  rise  and  progreas  of 

the  roysJ  library,  which  was  roprintad  in  8»o.,  1782. Da  Roi.   N^Uet  tl  Mx- 

traiU  da  Maaiaa-iU  de  la  BibfiotUqut  dn  Roi,  Poj-u.  De  Vliaprim.  Roy.  I7S7, 
Mo.,  seven  vols.  It  will  bo  obvioasto  the  candid  reader  that  this  work  could  not  be 
baUwiatrodaced  than  in  the  presaot  place  ;  and  amoetiDtereetiag  and  valuabla 
one  it  fa  I  My  copy  of  it,  which  is  only  in  ail  volumes  [but  a  seventh  is  mea- 
tioosd  in  Oat.  de  BanUnrlin,  n".  381S,  and  in  Caillot's  Ranaa.  BiUiograiiKupu, 
p.  IBS],  was  purcbaaed  by  me  of  Ur.  Evans  of  Pali-Mall,  who  had  shown  it  to 
■evDral  loveta  of  bibliography,  but  naoe  of  whom  had  cooniga  or  curiomt7 
onmigh  to  become  master  ot  the  volumes.  How  I  have  proRted  by  them,  ths 
Supplement  to  my  first  volume  of  the  "Typographical  Antiquities  of  Orodi 
Britiun,"  may  in  part  show.  Ths  public  shall  be  made  acquainted  with  atill 
mora  curious  eieorpts.  In  my  humble  judgment  the  prosont  work  is  a  model  of 
•itractioD  of  tbo  marrow  of  old  MSS.  It  may  be  worth  adding,  the  plates  in  the 
stith  volume  are  angular,  curious  and  beautiful.— — Dn  ROL  Aeeotimli  and 
Bilraelt  n<  Ot  Maraucrtptt  in  Ike  Library  of  the  King  oj  France.  TriiialaJal  Jron 
tht  f^aui;Li»idtm,i7Sa,8vo..  two  villa.  "Tho  French  Monarch  [Louis  XTL^  in 
the  publication  cow  before  na,  has  set  an  example  to  all  Europe,  well  worthy  to  oe 
followed" — says  tho  opening  of  the  tranelatar'B  preface.  The  present  volumes 
conUun  a  translation  ot  only  twenty-two  arMoles  from  tho  preceding  work  ;  and 
very  strongly  may  they  be  recommended  to  tho  curious  philologist,  as  well  a*  to 

the    thorongh-bred   bibliomaniac, RUVGB.     BiiliiMeea  RSreriaKo,  lire  Cat^ 

lagm  Libnmnn  qvi  iludia  iniernerani  MatAia  RBveri.  Lug.  Bat.  180S,  8vo., 
tm>  paru.  From  the  elegaut  and  pleasing  Latin  prefaoe  to  this  most  carefnlly 
compiled  catalogue,  we  learn  that  the  owner  of  the  books  lived  to  his  82d  year  — 
and  [what  must  be  a  peculiar  gratification  to  Bibliomaniacii]  that  he  beat  Pom. 
pcniuB  Attioos  in  the  length  of  time  during  which  he  neier  bod  occasion  to 
take  physic  ;  aamoly,  60  years  I  Rover's  life  seemed  to  glide  away  in  rational 
tranquillity,  aud  in  total  wcluaion  from  the  world ;  except  that  be  profcasod  and 
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Lis.  Never  fear.  BibKomania  is,  of  all  species  of 
insanity,  the  most  rational  and  praise-worthy.  I  here 
solemnly  renounce  my  former    opinions,    and  wish  my 


always  shewed  the  greatest  kindness  to  his  numerous,  and  many  of  thsm  help- 
less, relatives — "yix  in  publicum  prodiit,  nisi  cultus  Divini  extemi  aut  propin- 
quorum  caussft,**  p.  xv.  His  piety  was  unshaken.  Like  the  Tenerable  Jacob 
Bryant,  his  death  was  hastened  in  consoquonoe  of  a  contusion  in  his  leg  from  a 

fall  in   endoavourinff    to  reach    a   book. Rothelin.      Catafoffue   tU$  iivtvt 

de  ftu  M'L.  Aftbi  D' Orleans  de  Rothelin.  Par  G.  Martin,  Paris,  1746,  Svo. 
This  catalogue  of  the  library  of  the  amiable  and  learned  AbM  RoUielio, 
"  known  (says  Camus)  for  his  fine  taste  for  beiautiful  books,"  is  judiciooaly 
drawn  up  by  Martin,  who  was  the  De  Bure  of  his  day.  A  portrait  of  its 
owner  faces  the  title-page.  It  was  the  Abh6  Rothelin  who  presented  De  Boxe 
with  the  celebrated  *  OuirUinde  dc  Jidi/i* — a  work  which  afterwards  came  into 
the  Valliere  collection,  and  was  sold  for  14,510  livres, — '*the  highest  priee 
(says  Peignot)   ever  given   for  a  modem  book."    Consult  his  Curiosttis  JBtifr- 

lioffraphiques,  pp.   62,  67 ;  and   Bibl.    Cmneuse,  p.  61. Sarraz.     BiblwtAeea 

Sarraziana,  Hag.  Com.,  1715,  8vo.  This  catalogue,  which  is  frequently  referred 
to  by  bibliographers,  should  not  oscape  the  collector  when  he  con  obtain  it 
for  a  few  shillings.  A  tolerably  good  preface  or  diatribe  is  prefixed,  upon 
the  causes  of  the  rarity  of  Books,  but  tho  volume  itself  is  not  deservin^^  of  all 
the  fine  things  in  commendation  of  it  which  are  said  in  the   BiM.  Jteiman,  pt.  iL, 

p.    671,    &c. SaBTORI.     Cataloffiis   Bibliograpkiais  -Librorum   Latinorum    H 

Germanicomm  in  Bibliotheca  Ccesur,  reg,  el  eqncstris  A  cudemiaa  TheraiaiUB  exfam* 
tium,  cum  a/^cessionilits  orlginum  typoffi-apkicoi^iun,  Vt/ulobonensinm,  el  duohut 
tupplevicntis  ntcnon  indice  trijiltci,  si/devuitico,  bibliog\'aphico,  et  (ypograpkieo  j 
audore  Josepho  de  Saiiori.  Vindobonaj,  1801-3,  4to.  Vol.  i.,  ii.,  iii.  Of  this  T©ry 
curious  and  greatly -to-be-desired  catalogue,  which  is  to  be  completed  in  eightT 
volumes,  it  is  said  that  only  one  hundred  copies  are  struck  off.    Peignot  has  a 

long  and  interesting  notice  of  it  in  his  Bibliographie  Curieuse,  p.  64. SCT[AJ«- 

•BRUCK.  Bibliotheca  Schalbrvchiana ;  sit^  Caialogvs  ext/uisitissimoruM  rarissimo- 
rumqM  librannim,  quos  collegit  Jofu  Tkeod.  SchalbrucJu  A  mst.  1723,  8vo.  A  very 
fine  collection  of  rare  and  curious  books.     From  a  priced  copy  oi  the  catalognfl;, 

accidentally  seen,  I  find  that  some  of  them  produced  rather  large  sums. 

SonWAKTZ.  Catalogus  Librorum  coniincns  codd.  MSS.  et  libros  mecnlo  xv.  un- 
pressos,  qiios  posscdit  et  notis  recensvit  A.  G.  Schirarzius,  Altorf.  1769,  8vo.  The 
name  of  Schwartz  is  so  respectable  in  the  annals  of  bibliography  that  one  cannot 
help  giving  tho  present  catalogue  a  place  in  one's  collection.  According  to  Bibi' 
Solyer,  vol.  iii.,  no.  1459,  a  iirst  part  (there  said  to  be  printed  upon  large  papkr) 
was  published  in  1753.     Schwartz's  treatise,  **  De  Orig.  Typoy.  Document.  Priwusr," 

Altorf,  1740,  4to.,  should  have  been  noticed  at  p.  41,  ante. ScRivERius.     Sib' 

liothecoi  fkriveriana  Catalogue,  Amst.,  1663,  4to. — "  oxquisitissimus  est :  constat 
onim  selectissimus  omnium  facultatum  et  artium  autoribus."    This  is  the  .stronfj^ 

recommendatory  language  of  Morhof :  Pulyhist.  Liteixir.,  vol.  i,  212. Se&ita 

Santander.  Catalogue  des  livi'es  d^  la  BibliothSqac  de  M.  C.  De  La  Sertui  Sati' 
lander  ;  rcdigS  et  mi*  en  ordre  par  Ini  rn^me  ;  avec  des  notes  btUiogniphiques  ti 
littiraires,  &c.  Bnixellos,  1803,  8vo.,  five  volumes.  Au  extensive  collection  of  inte- 
resting works ;  with  a  sulficiently  copious  index  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  volume. 
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errors  to  be  forgotten.  I  bere  crave  pardon  of  tbe  dis- 
turbed manes  of  the  Martins^  De  Bnres^  and  Petersons, 
fixr  that  flagitious  act  of  Catidogue-Bummg ;  and  fondly 

TIm  fifth  TohmM  oontains  a  onrious  disquisition  upon  the  aatiqiiitj  of  dgnatorM^ 
CAtehwwdSy  and  xmmermls ;  and  is  onriohed  with  a  number  of  plates  of  water- 
marks of  the  psper  in  ancient  bodes.    This  catalogue,  which  is  rarely  seen  in  onr . 
own  eonntiy,  is  well  worth  a  place-in  any  library.    It  is  a  pity  the  typographiosl 
oaeootiofi  of  it  is  so  Teiy  indifferent.    For  the  credit  of  a  bibliographical  teste^  I 

hope  there  were  a  few  oopies  stmok  off  upon  labob  pafbb. Sioir  Ck>i£Bai. 

Gstelflyiif  Mtu9er$al%9  libnrum  ommmn  ta  Bibliotheea  CoUegii  Sionii  aipmd  Lcmdi' 
mmm ;  Loodini,  1860,  4to.  JBjmtdem  ColUffU  Itbrwrum  Caialogut,  ke.,  CwraBtad- 
img,  taoA»^  1724,  foL  As  the  first  of  these  catalognes  (of  a  collection  which 
•  aontains  some  Teiy  onrious  and  generally  unknown  volumes)  wa|i  published 
beifore  the  great  fii%  of  London  happened,  there  will  be  found  some  botdu  in  it 
vliich  were  afterwards  consumed,  and  therefore  not  described  in  the  subsequent 
impressioin  of  172i.  This  latter,  which  Tom  Osborne,  the  bookseller,  would  haTe 
oaDed  a  "pompous  Tolume,"  is  absolutely  requisite  to  the  bibliographer:  but 
both  impressions  should  be  procured,  if  possible.    The  folio  edition  is  common 

and  cfasi^ Smith  [Consul].    Bwbliotheoa  Smttkiana,  mt  Catatogus  Libronm 

D,  /.  SmitkU  Angli^  per  cognomina  AvitkoruM  ditpotUnu,  Venetiis,  1765,  4to.  A 
Omtalegw  qftk$  euriouiy  degoM,  and  vmy  vahuMe  Ubrary  of  Jo$epk  Smithy  ^^'f 
MuBrUtmmk  Jla^!u<^«  ConnU  at  Vemee,  lately  deeeated,  1778,  8vo.  These  are 
the  eatalogufls  of  the  collections  of  books  oocsaionally  formed  at  Venice,  by 
Mr.  Joseph  Smith,  during  his  consulship  there.  The  quarto  impression  oontains 
a  dssoiption  of  the  books  which  were  purchased  "  en  masse"  by  his  present 
aMJesty.  It  is  singularly  well  executed  by  Paachali,  oompreheoding,  by  way  of 
an  appendiZy  the  prefaces  to  those  volumes  in  the  collection  which  were  printed 
in  the  fifteenth  century.  I  possess  a  broohdre  of  71  pages,  contaimng  a  catalogue 
of  books  printed  in  the  fifteenth  century,  which  has  Consul  Smith's  arms  at  the 
beginning,  and,  at  the  end,  this  subeoription,  "  Pretiosissima  haec  libronim  col- 
lectio,  cujusvis  magni  principis  Bibliotheca  dignissima,  constat  voluminibus 
cczlTiiL"  The  title-page  has  no  date.  I  suspect  it  to  be  the  same  catalogue  of 
books  which  is  noticed  at  p.  77,  ante,  and  which  probably  the  Consul  bought : 
forming  the  greater  part  of  his  own  library  of  early  printed  books.  See  too  the 
BiUicffr,  Mxteellany,  vol.  ii.,  72.  The  collection  of  1778  was  sold  by  auction,  for 
Mr.  Robson,  by  Messrs.  Baker  and  Lei^h — and  a  fine  one  it  was.  Among  tiiese 
books,  the  Spira  Virgil  of  1470,  printed  upon  vellum,  was  purchased  for  otUy 
UeetUjf'Jim  guineiu  I 

Excldat  ille  dies  aevo— ne  postern  crodsnt 
Ssecnla— I 


SOLOBR.     Biblicftheca  give   Sup^Uex  Libronim  Impressamm,   dfcc.,  et  Codicum 

Manuteripiorum,  gvM  perplurimos  annos  eolUffit,  Ac.,  A  damns  Rudolphtu  Softer. 
Norimh.,  1760,  Svo.,  three  parts  or  vols.  I  should  almost  call  this  publication 
**  facile  princeps  Catalogorum*'— in  its  way.  The  bibliographical  notices  are 
frequent  and  full ;  and  saving  that  the  words  "rarus,  rarior,  et  rarissimus,"  are 
sometimes  too  profusely  bestowed,  nothing  seems  to  be  wanting  to  render  this  a 
Tory  first  rate  acquisition  to  the  coUoctor's  library.    I  am  indebted  to  the  biblio- 
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hope  that  the  tmsnspectmg  age  of  boyhood  wfll  atone 
for  so  rash  a  deed.  Do  you  frankly  forgive — and  will 
you  henceforth  consider  me  as  a  worth  "  Aspirant "  in 
the  noble  cause  of  bibliography  ? 


manical  ipirit  of  honest  Mr.  Manson,  of  Grorard-street,  the  boolndler,  for 

really  useful  publication. Soubzbb.    Caialoffue  des  livnt  %mprimS$  et 

Kriti,  Ac,  de  feu  Monseigneur  Lt  Prince  de  Souhite  (par  feu  Le  CZerv),  Parn^ 
1788,  8to.  a  short  history  of  this  collection  will  be  the  best  tndncement  to 
purchase  the  present  catalogue,  wheneyer  it  comes  in  the  way  of  the  colleotor. 
The  foundation  of  this  splendid  library  was  that  of  the  famous  De  Thou**  [ndo 
Art  Thuamus,  post],  which  was  purchased  by  the  Cardinal  de  Bohftn^  who 
added  it  to  his  own  grand  collection — "  the  fruit  of  a  fine  taste  and  a  fine  for- 
tune." It  continued  to  be  augmented  and  enriched  'till,  and  after,  it  oame  into 
the  possession  of  the  Prince  de  Soubise — ^the  last  nobleman  of  hia  name — who 
dying  in  January,  1789,  the  entire  collection  was  dispersed  by  pabUo  aaetum: 
after  it  had  beon  offered  for  the  purchase  of  one  or  two  eminent  London  book- 
sellers, who  have  repented,  and  wiU  repent  to  their  dying  day,  their 
the  offer.  This  catalogue  is  most  unostentatiously  executed  upon  very 
paper ;  and,  while  an  excellent  index  enables  us  to  discover  any  work  of  whioh 
wo  may  be  in  want,  the  beautiful  copies  from  this  collection  which  are  in  tho 
Craoherode  library  in  the  British  Museum,  give  unquestionable  proof  of  the 
splendour  of  the  books.    For  the  credit  of  FVonch  bibliography,  I  hope  there 

some  few  copies  upon  labgb  paper. Tellier.    Bibliothdca  TelUreana, 

CaUdogut  Librorum  BibliotheccB  CaroH  Mauritii  Le  Tellier,  ArMqnaocfpi  Dudi 
Rementit,  Parisiis,  e  Typographia  Regia,  1693,  f  ol.  A  finely  engraved  poitndt  of 
Tellier  faces  the  title-page.    This  is  a  handsome  yolume,  containing  a  numeroni 

and   well-chosen   collection   of    books. ^THUAinis.     [OB    Thou]   BiUiolkeem 

Thuanm  Catalogus,  Parisiis,  1679,  8yo.  "  Three  particular  reasons,"  says  Baine^ 
"  should  induce  us  to  get  possession  of  this  catalogue ;  flrst^  the  immortal  fl^oiy 
acquired  by  De  Thou  in  writing  his  history,  and  in  forming  the  most  perfeet  and 
select  library  of  his  ago  :  and  secondly,  the  abundance  and  excellence  of  the  booki 
herein  specified  ;  and,  thirdly,  the  g^^^at  credit  of  the  bibliographers  Da  Pnyi  and 
Quesnel,  by  whom  the  catalogue  was  compiled."  JugenUne  det  Sopant,  toL  iL,  pw 
144,  &c.  Morhof  is  equally  lavish  in  commendation  of  this  oolleotion.  See  hie 
Polyhisl.  Lilerar,,  vol.  i.,  86,  211.  The  Books  of  De  Thou,  whose  fame  will  Vn^ 
as  long  as  a  book  shall  be  read,  were  generally  in  beautiful  oondilion« 
with  his  arms  stamped  upon  the  exterior  of  the  binding,  whioh  was  Qsoally 
Morocco ;  and,  from  some  bibliographical  work  (I  think  it  is  Santander^a 
loguo),  I  learn  that  this  binding  cost  the  worthy  president  not  less  than  20,i 
crowns.  De  Tbou's  copy  of  the  oditio  princeps  of  Homer  is  now  in  the 
Museum  ;  having  been  presented  to  this  national  institution  by  the  Rev.  Dr, 
Jackson,  who  has  lately  resigned  the  deanery  of  Christ  Church  College, 
— *'  and  who  is  now  wisely  gone  to  enjoy  the  evening  of  life  in  repoee, 
by  the  remembrance  of  having  spent  the  day  in  useful  and  strenuous  ezi 
For  an  account  of  the  posterior  fate  of  De  Thou's  library,  oonsult  the 
"  Soubise,"  ante.  I  should  add  that,  according  to  the  BiU,  Solgariana,  vol.  iiL  ^ 
243,  no.  1431,  there  are  copies  of  this  catalogue  upon  labob 
Uffenbach.    Catalogus  uaivertalis  Bibliotheece  Uffenbaehinoe  librorwm 
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IjVSAND.  Most  cordially  do  I  forgive  you  ;  and  freely 
^dToit  you  into  the  fraternity  of  Bibliomaniacs.  Phileu' 
XKJt»n,  I  trust,  will  lie  equally  merciftd. 


Prnitn/.  ad  Mat,   1729,  8tp.,  *  vols.     TliiB  cotaloBue 
D  ftcqnuituiii  to  tho  bJblio^rrapher'B  liliTary-     It  rarefy  oocura  in  a  perfuot 

1  conditioD. VaLUbrE  (DDo  De  La),     Calatoyue  da  Lhru  jmvtnasji 

t  BihliaOU-i'u  de  It.    L.   D.    D.   L.    V.,  (M.  le  Due  de  U  Valliere)  diipod  el 

■ei  ardrc  ^r  Ouill.  /Vate.  Dt  Bta*  I'.  Jeaat.  Paris,  1T87,  8io.,  2  va\a.—Da 

it  la  «*«  BUitlol/Uqie.  Puis,  1772,  8vo.— Om  limtt  m  MuKHtcnW  <fc 

imi  BihlioM^e,  Puis,  1783, Svo.,  3  rola.~Da Livra dilamim  BibliolUqHt, 

1, 17S3,  6  vols.  Svo.    Dhoae  twelve  volumea  of  OEtalog^aa  of  this  Doblsman's 

ry  imprem  ui  witli  a  grand  Dotion  of  its  aitent  and  valuo— perhaps  oevar 

edod  by  that  of  any  private  collection  I     It  would  BBem  that  the  Duke  lie  la 

re  hod  two  Hikl«fl  of  port  of  hifl  bookB  (of  wbich  the  two  Urst  catologaefl  are 

no\S_  :^^3iatiauB)  during  his  liTe'time  :  tho  two  latter  catnloguei  of  sales  having  bsea 

put        :^EorIh  aftor  hi<  docease.    Of  these  latter  (for  the  former  contain  nothing  re- 

^o*^ — ^  a-ible  io  them,  except  tiiat  Ihors  are  oopies  of  the  Brat  on  LiUQE  papkb,  in 

4ts_     -^^  (be  imprenioD  of  17S3,  which  wan  oorapilod  by  Van  Fraot  and  De  Bare,  is 

U»       :^r3i»t  distiiiguidhed  tor  its  notiiiaB  of  M3S,  and  early  printed  books  :    and  in 

Ibo^K-^^  dopartmeDtt  it  it  truly  preoiooa,  being  enriched  with  some  of  the  choioeet 

l»io"M  ■     ■!  in  the  Gaigaat  CoUection.    Those  printed  dfon  vbi.i.uii  alone  would  form 

B  IJK^  ^C^e  library  I     Of  the  impreasion  of  17S3,  which  hoa  a  portrait  of  the  owoor 

pielf^k.  :aiid,  there  were  fifty  oopien  printed  upoD  LABal  faPBH,  in  4to.,  to  hnmiODiia' 

^t  Bihtioffruphie  /fufrurCtivr,  and  Qaignat'it  CiUtxtoffUf.     SiO  BiNioipnphitai 

eJ[.,  Tol.  li.,  66.    Twelve  copiaa  were  olao  printed  in  royal  Svo.,  upon  fine 

i.  mum  PAt-ER ;  of  which  the  Et.   Bon.  T.  Grenville  ho*  a  beautiful  nnout 

in  ni  Tolumea.      See  aUo  Cat.  dt  Zontnie  \l7il7'],  no.  26fl6.      The  lost 

ftcation  of  1788  wm  put  forth   by  Nyon  I'^n* ;    and  although  the  biblio- 

:»'>:ikBl  observatjons  are  but  tew  in  oampitrison  with    thoxe  in  tho  preceding 

^  si^e,  and  no   index  is  aubjoined,  yet  it   ia  moat  carefully  executed;    and 

>dU  ui  with  sach  a  copious  uollecUon  of  French  topography,  and  old   French 

Italian  poetry  and  romancea,  as  never  has  lieeu,  aad  perhaps  never  will  l>e, 

It  containa   2(1,637   articles.      Tho  Count  D'Artoin  puruhUHed  this 

"an   mame  i"  and    it  ia  now    deposited    in   the   " bibtioth&]UB    de 

'    See  Dktionn.  Bihluigni,pliv}ve,  vol.  iv.,  p.  133,     It  was  once  offered 

■fa^    pimhaae  to  a  gentleman  of  thia  couoti;^ — highly  diatingujahed  for  his  love  of 

■^i*"^-0.   Ifr.  Grenville  has  also  aBimilar  large  paper  copy  of  this  latteredition,  of 

^t.»        <l«le  of  1781. — -ViEmiA.       Codieet    Mantmcripti   Thtolonici.    BUI.   Palai. 

^ri^eiel,  Lalini  aliaruBviiK  Ooci'ifenlu   Lingnnmn,    vol.   i.   (in  Irihus  pnrtjbus.) 

^j/^*=^,  St,  Miduul  Dmii.     Vindob.  1793,  folio.     Borne  mention  of  this  work 

f^fi^  ben  made  at  page  6S,  aute.     It  may  be  here  neceasary  to  remark  that,  from 

I  <^^  preface,  it  would  appear  to  contain  a  ninib  additional  book  tji  Idmbeaiua'a 

I  ^^U-hnown  Commontarteii  {tide,  p.  41,  ant«)  which  Kollarius  bod  left  nnpubliBhod 

^^^  ^fr  "^  doath.     The  prefaoo  ia  well  worth  perosal,  as  it  cvincoa  the  great  pains 

^^^^  ^t^ch  Denii  has  token  :    nnd  the    noble,  if    not   matchlssa,    mualHoence  of  his 

^^^^^^         ^0*>m~"ijoi  pnoter  auguitun  Bibliotheaefabricain  in  tpeos  libnm  centenis  plurn 

^^^^H  ^hMBritun  eipendic   mil lia."— This  cata]ot:ue  is  conUnoil  to  a  deecripUon  of 

^^^^^1  t'*Ul>i  *itli  tome  few  notices  of  Oriental  Monuacripts  ;  as  the  preceding  worii  of 
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Phil.  Assuredly^  Lisardo^  you  have  my  entire  for- 
giveness :  and  I  exult  a  little  in  the  hope  that  you  will 
prove  yourself  to  be  a  sincere  convert  to  the  cause,  by 
losing*  no  opportunity  of  enrichingc  your    bibliographical 


Lambeoius  and  KoUarius  coDtained  an  account  of  the  Oraek  MSB.  These  three 
parts,  forming  one  volume,  arc  closed  by  an  excellent  index.  The  second  Tohime 
was  published  in  1801.  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  a  noble  and  highly  useful  publi- 
cation ;  and  places  its  author  in  the  foremost  rank  of  bibliographen. VoLFL 

CfUaloffo  della  Lilreria  de  Vdpi,  &c.  Opera  di  Don  Gaduno  Volpi,  Padowa^ 
1756,  8to.  The  Crevenna  library  was  enriched  with  a  f?reat  number  of  TaloaMe 
books  which  came  from  the  library  of  the  celebrated  Vulpii ;  of  which  the  preeent 
is  a  well-arranged  and  uncommon  catalogue.  Annexed  to  it  there  is  an  aoooimt 
of  the  press  of  the  Comini,  which  belonged  to  the  owners  of  this  collection.  The 
reader  may  consult  Blhl.  Crevenn,,  toL  v.,  pp.  302-8;  and  Dr.  Clarice's  BibUogr, 

MUrelL,  vol.  ii.,  72. Votaob  de  deux  Franfais  dans  U  nord  de  F Europe,  «» 

1790-92,  {par  M.  de  F<yrtia)  Paris,  1796,  8to.,  5  vols.  That  the  collector  of 
catalogues  may  not  scold  me  for  this  apparent  deviation  from  the  subject  disenand 
in  this  note,  I  must  inform  him,  upon  the  authority  of  Peignot,  that  these  in- 
teresting volumes  contain  *'  some  account  of  the  most  beautiful  and  ourioua  books 
contained  in  the  Libraries  of  the  North,  and  in  those  of  Italy,  Spain,  Holland, 

&c.**    Cnrumtis    Bihliographiqne»,  p.   Iviii. Db  Witt.    CataJUtguM  BSbUo/tktem 

^oannit  De  Witt,  Dordraci,  1701,  12mo.  The  preface  to  this  catalogue,  (from 
which  an  extract  was  given  in  the  ^firsl  edition  of  my  "  Introduction,  to  tkt  BdMamt 
oj  the  Chreek  and  Latin  CUimcs,  1802,  8vo.,)  gives  us  a  pleasing  aoooont  of  an 
ardent  and  elegant  yoimg  man  in  the  pursuit  of  every  thing  connected  with  Viitft. 
De  Witt  seems  to  have  been,  in  books  aud  statues,  &c.,  what  his  great  ■nresfor 
was  in  politics — "paucis  comparandus."  A  catalogue  of  the  library  of  a  oolleetor 
of  the  same  name  was  published  at  Brussels,  in  1752,  by  De  Vos.'  See  CaL 

de  Sanlander,   vol.   iv.,   no.   6884. Zurich.      CaJlalogu$  Kbrontm 

Tig^irince,  Tiguri,  1744,  8vo.,  4  vols.  Although  the  last,  this  is  not  the 
despicable,  catalogue  of  collections  here  enumerated.  A  reeding  man,  who 
happens  to  winter  in  Switzerland,  may  know,  upon  throwing  his  eyes  OTer  this 
catalogue,  that  he  can  have  access  to  good  books  at  Zurich— the  native  pleee  of 
many  an  illustrious  author !  The  following,  which  had  escaped  me,  may  probahly 
be  thought  worthy  of  forming  an 

APPENDIX  TO  THE  PRECEDING  NOTE. 

Bern.    CaL  Codd,  MSS,  Bibl.  Bementit,     Cum  amnotationtius,  dbc  CmnmU 
Sinner.  Bem»,    1760,  8vo.      A  very  curious  and  elegantly  printed  Catalogs 

with  three  plates  of  fae  simfles. Parker  [abp.]  Catalog,  Libror.    MSS.  m 

BiM,  Coll.  Corporit  Christi  in  Caniab.,  quos  legavit  M.  Parkenu  AreKigpitmp^ 
Cant  Lond.,  1722,  fol ;  Eorundem  Lihror.  MSS.  Catalogui.  Bdidil  J.  NamuOL 
Cantah.,  VlJlf  4to.  Of  these  catalogues  of  the  curious  and  valuable  If 88.  wblcfti 
were  bequeathed  to  Corpus  College  (or  Bonnet  College,  as  it  is  sometimee  oalled) 
by  the  immortal  Archbishop  Parker,  the  first  is  the  more  elegantly  printed,  but 
the  latter  is  the  more  copious  and  conect  impression.  My  copy  of  it  hae  a 
fac-simile  etching  prefixed,  by  Tyson,  of  the  rare  print  of  the  ArohbiBhopy  whleli 
will  be  noticed  in  Part  V.,  post. Botal  Institdtiov.    A  CaialogmA  qf  tU 
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stores.  Already  I  aee  you  motinted,  as  a  book  cheValier, 
and  fanirying  from  the  coontry  to  London — from  London 
again  to  the  country — seeking  adrentores  in  which  yoor 
prowess  may  be  displayed — and  yielding  to  no  compe- 
titor who  brandishes  a  lance  of  equal  weight  with  yonr 
ownl 

Lis.  Tis  well.  At  to-morrow's  dawn  my  esquire  shall 
begin  to  burnish  up  my  armonr — and  caparison  my 
courser.    Till  then  adieu  ! 

Here  the  conversation,  in  a  connected  form,  ceased ; 
and  it  was  resolved  that  Philemon  and  myself  should 
accompany  Lisardo  on  the  morrow. 

Libmni<^lluJlofalIiuUtiaiimo/OnatBraitU,*c  Bg  William  BarTii,Xttptr 
<lf  tilt  LCbrari/.  Land.,  180S,  8ra.  If  alndd  order,  mfnuM  andaatraat  deaoriptioi) 
oftlwTohiiiiei  of  an  admirably  chonn  Hbmy,  uonmpaiiiad  nilh.  a  oopioni  and 
UtUnl  alphabaticaJ  index,  be  reomiunend&tioiii  with  the  Ubllognphsr,  tlia 
pneant  ralame  will  not  be  foond  wanting  apon  hb  ahaU.  It  la  the  moat  naefa] 
book  of  ita  kind  ever  publlihed  in  tUa  ooantij.  Let  tlie  UbUomaniao  haeten  to 
aalieoMof  thsSre  remaining  oopiea  only  (out  of  the  j^  which  were  pHnteii) 

npoa  UBOB  rAFKR  1 Wood  (Anthoki).   A  Catalogtu  rf  Aubmif-a-Wootfi 

MoMueriptt  t*  Ot  AilumoUm  MuKmmj  bg  W.  Enddt^fard,  Oxon,  IW,  in. 
nie  very  name  of  «U  AnOioivf  (a>  It  daUgrbta  loiiie  bwettoqa  book-ooUeobmi 
jet  to  oall  him  1}  wHI  aaoura  reapeot  for  thb  Tohime.    It  ia  not  td  oommon 


PART  III. 

Cf)e  9luction  Boom. 

CHARACTER  OF  ORLANDO. 

OP  ANCIENT  PRICES  OP  BOOKS,  AND  BOOK-BINDING. 

BOOK-AUCTION  ^BIBLIOMANIACS. 


>:*:o^ 


**  Asto  tJie  late  method  used  in  selling  books  by  auctiok  in  London,  I  snppoee  that  many 
have  paid  dear  for  their  experience  in  this  way— it  being  apparent  that  most  books  bonght  in 
an  auction  may  be  bad  cheaper  in  booksellers'  shops." 

Clavel  :  Cat.  of  Books  for  1680,  PreJ. 
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and  revel  in  the  luxury  of  a  splendid  and  nearly  match- 
less collection.  The  distance  from  my  house  to  the 
scene  of  action  being  thirteen  miles,  Lisardo^  during' 
the  first  six,  had  pretty  nearly  exhausted  himself  in 
describing-  the  delightiul  pictures  which  his  ardent 
fancy  had  formed ;  and  finding-  the  conversation  b^fin- 
ning-  to  flag,  Philemon,  with  his  usual  good-nature  and 
judgment,  promised  to  make  a  pleasing  digression  tram. 
the  dry  subject  of  book-catalogues,  by  an  episode  with 
which  the  reader  shall  be  presently  gratified.  Having* 
promised  to  assist  them  both,  when  we  arrived  at 
Messrs.  L.  and  S.,  in  the  Strand,  with  some  information 
relating  to  the  prices  of  such  books  as  they  stood  in  need 
of,  and  to  the  various  book  -  collectors  who  attended 
public  sales,  Lisardo  expressed  himself  highly  obliged 
by  the  promise  ;  and,  sinking  quietly  into  a  comer  of  the 
chaise,  he  declared  that  he  was  now  in  a  most  apt  mood 
to  listen  attentively  to  Philemon's  digressive  chat :  who 
accordingly  thus  began. 

"Lord  Coke," — exclaimed  Philemon,  in  a  mirthful 
strain — "  before  he  ventured  upon  *  The  Jtarisdictkm  of 
the  Courts  of  the  Forest,'  wished  to  *  recreate  himself 
with  Virgil's  description  of  *  Dido's  Doe  of  the  Forest  ;'* 
in  order  that  he  might  *  proceed  the  more  cheerfidly* 
with  the  task  he  had  undertaken  ;  and  thus  exchang-e 
somewhat  of  the  precise  and  technical  language  of  the 
lawyer  for  that  glowing  tone  of  description  which  wood- 
land scenes  and  hunting  gaieties  seldom  fail  to  produce. 
Even  so,  my  good  friends  (pursued  Philemon),  I  shall 
make  a  little   digression   from  the    confined  subject    to 


*  The  quaint  language  of  Lord  Coko  is  well  worth  quotation  :  "And  seeing^ 
are  to  treat  of  matters  of  game,  and  hunting,  let  us  (to  the  end  we  may  proceed 
the  more  cliearfully)  recreate  ourselves  with  the  excellent  description  of  Dido's 
Doe  of  the  Forest  wounded  with  a  deadly  arrow  sticken  in  her,  and  not  imperti- 
nent to  our  purpose  : 

Uiitarinfcelix  Dido,  totaqae  vagator 
Urbe  furons,  Ac 
And  in  another  place,  using  again    the  word  (Sylva)  and  describing  a  foresi 
saith: 

Ibat  in  antiqnam  sylvam  atahola  alta  feramm. " 

InstUuUs,  pt  iv.,  p.  S89,ed.  IMO. 
Tliuff  pleasantly  could  our  sage  expounder  of  the  Iawb  of  the  realm  iUuatimte  the 
dry  subject  of  which  he  treated  t 
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been   so   long    directed   Tiy 
imagiaation,  to  the   dclighti'ul 


I 


which   our  attentions     ha' 
taking  yoii   with   mc, 
iibode  of  Ohlando," 

Lis.  I  have  heard  of  him :  a  very  "  HeUuo  libro- 
rum !"  Thus  we  only  change  sides — from  things  to  men  ; 
from  books  to  Ixiok-coUectors.  Is  this  digressive?  Is 
this  an  episode  ? 

Phil.  Why  this  abrupt  interruption?  If  I  did  not 
know  you  and  myself,  too,  Lisardo,  I  should  observe  an 
obstinate  silence  during  the  remainder  of  the  journey. 
An  episode,  though  it  suspend  tlie  main  action  for  a 
while,  partakes  of  the  nature  of  the  subject  of  the  work. 
It  is  im  ajjpropriflfe  digression.  Do  pray  read  Dr.  Blair* 
upon  the  subject — and  now  only  listen. 

Orlando  (continued  Philemon)  had  from  his  boyhood 
loved  books  and  book-reading.  His  fortune  was  rather 
limited ;  but  he  made  shift — after  bringing  up  three 
children,  whom  he  lost  from  the  ages  of  nineteen  to 
twenty-four,  and  which  have  been  recently  followed  to 
their  graves  by  the  mother  that  gave  them  birth — he 
made  shift,  notwithstanding  the  expenses  of  their  col- 
lege education,  and  keeping  up  the  reputation  of  a  truly 
hospitable  table,  to  collect,  from  year  to  year,  a  certain 
number  of  volumes,  according  to  a  certain  sum  of  money 
appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  them ;  generally  mak- 
ing himself  master  of  the  principal  contents  of  the  first 
year's  purchase,  before  the  ensuing  one  was  placed  upon 
his  shelves.  He  lives  in  a  large  ancestral  house;  and 
his  library  is  most  advantageou.sly  situated  and  delight- 
fully fitted  up.  Disliking  such  a  wintry  residence  as 
Thomson   has    described +■ — although     fond     of   solemn 

t  ■'  In  the  wild  depth  of  Winlsr,  while  without 
Tho  coaaoloes  winds  blow  ioe,  bo  my  retreat 
Between  the  groajiiDg  fonut  uid  the  shore. 
Bent  by  the  haiindle»  miillitudu  of  wbvbb, 
A  rural,  shoitered,  solitary  ateoe  I" 


Ooa  woulU  like  a 


[wltat   u 


'irni,  whcD  "Tlio  cettiwless  winds 
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retirement,  and  of  Cowper's  "  boundless  contigruity  of 
sfaade," — he  has  suflered  Uie  rules  of  common  sense  al- 
ways to  mingle  themselves  in  his  plans  of  domestic 
comfort ;  and,  from  the  bow-windowed  extremity  of  his 
library,  he  sees  realized,  at  the  distance  of  fom:  hundred 
yards,  Caesar's  gently-flowing;  river  Arar,*  in  a  stream 
which  loses  itself  behind  some  low  shrubs  ;  above  which 
is  a  softly -undulating-  hill,  covered  with  hazel,  and 
birch,  and  oak.  To  the  left  is  an  open  country,  inter- 
sected with  meadows  and  com  fields,  and  terminated  by 
the  blue  mountains  of  Malvern  at  the  distance  of  thirteen 
miles.  Yet  more  to  the  left,  but  within  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  of  the  house,  and  forming  somethin^i:  of  a 
foreground  to  the  landscape,  are  a  few  large  and  lofty 
elm  trees,  under  which  many  a  swain  has  rested  from 
his  toil ;  many  a  tender  vow  has  been  breathed ;  many 
a  sabbath-afternoon  t  innocently  kept ;  and  many  a 
village-wake  cordially  celebrated  !  Some  of  these  things 
yet  bless  the  aged  eyes  of  Orlando  ! 

I  have  slightly  noticed  the  comfortable  interior  of  his 
library. — 

■  "Fluman  eat  Amr,  quod  pex  Hnea  £duorum  et  SequBDorum  in  RhodBouiD 
fluit,  incrediliilj  lenitate,  iU  ut  ooulis,  in  utntra  partem  OubC,  jtidicori  Doe  poaait." 
Dt  Bdl,  Oatl, ,  /ib.  i. ,  S  I.  PhilemoD  might  u  hnptnly  have  oomparod  Orkado'a 
quiet  BtTewn  to  "  the  ajlent  riTer" 

' — qnK  lirlB  qalflt4 

Mordel  aqua 

which  Horaoa  has  ao  oiquiidtely  described,  In  eontrut  with 

obLqnls  Uhorat 

Lyraphi  rngix  trapldAre  riiro. 

Cam.,  la.  I,  cm.  iiiL,  lift,  a,  (M.  IL 
Yet  let  us  not  forget  Collin'it  lovely  little  bit  of  Iftcdscups-^ 
■'  Whore  ilgvily  windii  (ho  uetUnB  "Me.  " 

t  Tbpre  Is  &  curious  proelanintian  by  Q.  Eliutbeth,  rehtUng  to  wme  Sablath 
recreatioDB  or  gsiues,  inserted  in  Henrae'a  preface  to  his  editiuD  of  Cam4tn'i 
AkhoU,  p.  XKviii.  It  is  a  little  too  long  to  tie  giveo  eutire  ;  but  the  resder  niKjr 
here  be  iu  formed  that  "  sbootiiig  with  the  itoudiLrd,  ehootiug  with  the  brood  kitow, 
shooting  iit  the  twelra  iiCDre  prislc,  shouting  at  the  Tiirk,  leaping  for  m<?ii,  run- 
ning tor  man,  wresthog,  throving  the  iiMge,  and  pitching  the  bar,"  were  eufforvd 
to  be  exhibited,  on  severai  Sunduys,  for  the  beneat  of  one  "  John  3ocon  ton  t\><flt«r, 
dwelUng  within  the  parish  of  St.  Clemeota  Danes,  being  a  poor  nun,  having  four 
■moll  ehildran,  aud  fallen  to  decay.' 
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Lis.  You  spoke  of  a  bow-windowed  extremity — 
Phil.  Yes,  in  this  bow-window — the  ^lass  of  which 
was  furnished  full  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  ii^o,  and 
which  has  recently  been  put  into  a  sensible  modem  frame- 
work— thereby  alTordin^  two  hoars  lonj^er  lig:ht  to  the 
inhabitant — in  this  bow-window,  you  will  see  a  great 
quantity  of  stained  glass  of  the  difTerent  arms  of  his 
own,  and  of  his  wife's,  family ;  with  other  appropriate 
embellishments.*  And  when  the  evening  sun-beams 
throw  a  chequered  light  throughout  the  room,  'tis 
pleasant  to  observe  how  Orlando  enjoys  the  openinjf  of 
an  Aldiue  Greek  Classic — the  ample-margined  leaves  of 
which  receive  a  mellower  tint  from  the  soft  lustre  that 
pervades  the  library.  Every  book,  whether  opened  or 
closed,  is  benefited  by  this  due  portion  of  light;  so  that 
the  eye,  in  wandering  over  the  numerous  shelves,  is 
neither  hurt  by  morning  glare  nor  evening  gloom.  Of 
colours,  in  bis  furniture,  he  is  very  sparing :  he  considers 
white  shelves,  picked  out  with  gold,  as  heretical — ma- 
hogany, wainscot,  black,  and  red,  are,  what  he  calls, 
orthodox  colours.  He  has  a  few  busts  and  vases ;  and 
as  his  room  is  very  lolly,  he  admits  above,  in  black  and 
gold  frames,  a  few  portraits  of  eminent  literary  cha- 
racters ;  and  whenever  he  gets  a  genuine  Vandyke,  or 
Velasquez,  he  congratulates  himself  exceedingly  upon 
Ills  good  fortune. 

Lis.  All  this  bespeaks  a  pretty  correct  taste.  But  I 
wish  to  know  something  of  the  man, 

Phil.  You  shall,  presently;  and,  in  hearing  what  1 
am  about  to  relate,  only  let  us  both  strive,  good  Lisardo, 
so  to  regulate  our  studies  and  feelings  that  our  old  age 
may  be  like  unto  Orlando's, 

Last  year  I  went  with  my  uncle  to  pay  him  our  annual 
visit.  He  appeared  quite  altered  and  shaken  from  the 
recent  misfortune  of  losing  his   wife  ;  who  had  survived 

*  Tbo  reader,  who  is  partial  to  the  Jucubnttions  of  Thomu  Heanio,  may 
penufl  A  lori^  g'^dsippio^  noto  of  his  upon  the  importance  of  itaiited  gtmi  tpiHdoiOt 
— ia  his  socoxint  of  God=tow  cuonory.    Sue  hii  OxU.  A'cittny.,  toL  iL,  768. 
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the  death  of  her  children  fifteen  years ;  herself  dying  in 
the  sixtieth  of  her  own  age.    The  eyes  of  Orlando  were 
sunk  deeply  into  his    forehead,  yet  they  retained  their 
native  brilliancy  and  quickness.     His  cheeks  were  wan, 
and  a  good  deal  withered.    His  step  was  cautions  and 
infirm.    When  we  were  seated  in  his  comfortable  library 
chairs,    he  extended    his  right    arm    towards  me,    and 
squeezing  my  hand   cordially  within    his    own — ^''Fhile- 
mon/*  said  he,  "  you  are  not  yet  thirty,  and  have  there- 
fore sufficient   ardour   to    enable    you  to    gratify   your 
favourite   passion  for    books.    Did   you    ever   read   the 
inscription  over  the  outside  of  my  library  door — ^which  I 
borrowed  from  Lomeir's  account  of  one  over  a  library  at 
Parma  ?*'*    On  my  telling  him  that  it  had  escaped  me — 
"  Gro/'  said  he,  "  and  not  only  read,  but  remember  tt." — 
The  inscription  was  as  follows : 

INGREDERE  MUSIS  SACER,    NAM 
ET  HIC  DII  HABITANT. 
ITEM 
NULLUS  AMICUS  MAQIS  LIBET, 

QUAM  LIBER. 

"  Have  a  care,"  said  he,  on  my  resuming  my  seat — 
^^  have  a  care  that  you  do  not  treat  such  a  firiend  Hl^  or 
convert  him  into  a  foe.  For  myself,  my  course  is  well 
nigh  run.  My  children  have  long  taken  their  leave  of 
me,  to  go  to  the  common  parent  who  created,  and  to  the 
Saviour  who  has  vouchsafed  to  redeem,  us  all ;  and,  though 
the  usual  order  of  nature  has  been  here  inverted,  I  bow 
to  the  fate  which  Heaven  has  allotted  me  with  the  nn- 
qualificd  resignation  of  a  Christian.  My  wife  has  also 
recently  left  me,  for  a  better  place;  and  I  confess  that  I 
begin  to  grow  desolate,  and  anxious  to  take  my  depar- 
ture to  join  my  family.  In  my  solitude,  dear  Philemon, 
I  have  found  these  (pointing  to   his   books)  to  be  what 

•  2>c  BibUolhcds  :  p.  269,  edit.  1680. 
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Cicero,  and  Seneca,  and  oup  own  countryman  Dc  Bury,* 
have  so  eloquently  and  truly  described  them  to  be — our 
friends,  our  mstructors,  and  our  comtbrts.  Without  any 
affectation  of  hanl  reading',  great  learning',  or  wonderful 
diligence,  I  think  I  may  venture  to  say  that  I  have  read 
more  valuable  books  than  it  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  g:e- 
nerality  of  book-collectors  to  read ;  and  I  would  fain 
believe  that  I  have  prohted  by  my  studies.  Although 
not  of  the  profession  of  the  church,  you  know  that  I 
have  always  cherished  a  fondness  for  sacred  literature ; 
and  there  is  hardly  a  good  edition,  of  the  Greek  Testa- 
ment, or  a  commentator  of  repute  upon  the  Bible,  foreign 
or  domestic,  but  what  you  will  find  some  reference  to 
the  same  in  my  interleaved  copy  of  Bishop  Wilson's 
edition  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  A  great  number  of  these 
commentators  themselves  are  in  my  library,  as  well 
as  every  authoritative  edition  of  the  Greek  Testament, 
from  the  Complutensian  to  Griesbach's.  Yet  do  not 
suppose  that  my  theological  books  are  equal  in  measure 
to  one  fourth  part  of  those  in  the  Imperial  library  at 
Pa^is,■^  My  object  has  always  been  in.itruction  and  im- 
provement; and  when  these  could  be  obtained  from  any 
writer,  whether  Roman  Catholic  or  Protestant,  Arminian 
or  Calvinistic,  I  have  not  failed  to  thank  hiro,  and  to 
respect  him,  too,  if  he  has  declared  his  opuiions  with 
becoming  diffidence  and  moderation.  You  know  that 
nothing  so  sorely  grieves  me  as  dogmatical  arrogance, 

^"  Bva7  •chool-bd  who  bos  written  a  copy  under  a  wriUng-martor,  or  who  has 
lookod  into  tliiB  BMKiDd  boolt  of  the  Silt^  I  PTefanii  Scriptoribut,"  At,,  bk* 
probatily  been  made  acquainted  with  tho  sentimGats  of  ths  alnove  ancient  hojtttion 
phllocDpbers  relating  to  Learning  and  Books  ;  but  ma;  not  havo  been  Informed 
of  tlie  conciliator;  manner  in  wliicb  our  countrsfnan  De  Bury  has  Invited  ns  to 
approaoh  the  Batter.  "Hinint  magietri  {sajs  be^  qui  nos  instraunt  sine  Torgia 
«t  ferula,  sine  Terbia  at  cnloni,  sine  pane  et  pccucia.  Si  acoadis,  non  dorminnt ; 
id  iiiquiiu,  non  «e  nbaoODdunt ;  non  remurniorant,  ni  oberrea  ;  oaohinnos  neaciunt, 
ri  ignanB."  Theaa  original  and  apt  words  am  placed  !□  tlie  title-page  to  the 
Ant  Totume  ofVr.  Clarte'i  BiUiographicat  DuUlowiiy. 

+  ••11  yaSOO  piods  cubes  de  livt™  de  thSologie,"— "qui  tapiasant  !o»  mnra 
dM  deu  promibreg  salloe  de  la  BibUetllJque  Impjriole."  Caillot  :  Roman  Biblia- 
yrajAifm,  torn,  l,  72,  odit.  1809. 
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bid  adlea  to  this  scene  ;  to  my  choice  copies  ;  beantilnl 
binding:  and  all  the  classical  Aimiture  which  yon 
behold  around  you.  Yes ! — as  Reimannos*  has  wdU 
observed, — '  there  is  no  end  to  accomulating'  book8> 
whilst  the  boundaries  of  human  existence  are  limited, 
indeed !'  But  I  have  made  every  necessary,  and,  I  hope, 
appropriate,  regulation  ;  the  greater  part  of  my  library 
is  bequeathed  to  one  of  the  colleges  in  the  University  of 
Oxford ;  with  an  injunction  to  put  an  inscription  over 
the    collection     very    different     from    what    the    famous 


Thin  out  U  taksn  from  &  foo  nmite  drawing,  made  by  me  of  ths  hnul  of  WdUoi 
an  it  appeuv  at  the  taclc  of  tlis  title-pa^  to  tho  preooding  work.  The  original 
imprsnion  is  but  an  Indifferent  one ;  but  it  prewnta  id  additioD,  tfae  body  t4 
Wolfiui  as  far  as  the  waist ;  with  hia  right  haad  nloapiDg  a  book,  and  hia  left  tl>* 
handlo  of  a  sword.  BU  pondeniua  chain  has  a  medallion  mapendad  at  tha  end. 
This  print,  which  eridently  belonga  to  the  English  aerioa,  has  ewaped  Orangir. 
And  yet  I  know  not  whether  such  inteUiKance  ahonld  be  Imparted  J— aa  the 
acisaan  may  hence  go  to  work  to  deprire  man  j  a  oop;  of  Uieie  "  LtetioitaM,"  of 
their  elaboKtelr-omamented  tdtle-pages.    ForUd  it,  good  aenaa  I 

*  "Vita  brevia  est,  et  soriw  Uhrorum  longa."      He  adda  :     "A  magnom 
tempuB,  quo  id  dispuDgere  conatus  eat,   pomim."     Bibt.  AenamaL,   p.    SI, 

aign-dtS. 
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Ranzaa*  directed  to  be  inscribed  over  his  own. — About 
three  hundred  volumes  you  will  find  bequeathed  to  you, 
dear  Philemon — accompanied  with  a  few  remarks  not 
very  different  from  what  Lotichiusf  indited,  with  his 
dying  breath,  in  his  book-legacy  to  the  learned  Sambu- 
cos.  I  will,  at  present,  say  no  more.  Come  and  see  me 
whenever  you  have  an  opportunity.  I  exact  nothing 
extraordinary  of  you  ;  and  shall  therefore  expect  nothing 
beyond  what  one  man  of  sense  and  of  virtue,  in  our 
relative  situations,  would  pay  to  the  other/ 

'^  So  spake  Orlando ,"  said  Philemon,  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,  who,  upon  looking  at  Lisardo  and  myself,  found 
our  faces  covered  with  our  handkerchief,  and  unable  to 
utter  a  word. 


*  " Henry  de  Banzaa— AYoifc  dress^  udo  ezcellente.  biblioth^ue  au  chateau 
de  Bredemberg,  dans  laquelle  estoient  conserves  plnsieors  manuscrits  Grecs  et 
Latins,  et  autres  raretez,  &c. — Ce  sgavant  personnage  a  faitun.decret  pour-sa 
bibliotii^Qe,  qui  merite  d'eetro  icy  insert,  pour  faire  yoir  a  la  posterity  ra£fection 
qa*tl  auoit  pour  sa  conservation. 


Libros  partem  ne  aliqaam  abstnlerity 
Bztnzerit,  elepeerit,  rapserlt, 
ConoerpMrit,  comperit. 

Dole  male : 
lUIco  maledictns, 
Perpetao  execrabilia, 
Semper  detestabilia 

Esto  raaceto. 

Jacob  :  Traicti  des  BihlioOJgues,  pp.  237,  240. 

I  have  inserted  only  the  fulminatory  clause  of  this  inscription,  as  being  that  part 
of  it  against  which  Orlando's  indignation  seems  to  be  directed. 

f  "  Petrus  Lotichius  Johanni  Sambuco  Pannonio  gravissimo  morbo  laborans 
Bononise,  bibliothecam  suam  legaverit,  lib.  3,  eleg.  9,  verba  ejus  lectu  non 
injucunda : 

Pro  quibns  offlciis,  hsres  abeantis  amici, 

Accipe  fortunee  munera  parva  mese. 
Non  mihi  sunt  Baccho  colles,  oleisquo  virentes, 

Pnediave  iEmilUs  conspicienda  Jugis. 
Tu  vetenun  dulces  scriptornm  sume  libellos, 

Attrltos  manibns  quosjnvat  esse  meis. 
Invenies  etiain  viridi  quse  lusimus  svo, 

Dum  studiis  eetaa  mnllibus  apta  fuit. 
Ilia  velim  rapidis  sic  uras  carmina  flamniia 

Ut  vatem  ipse  sols  ignibus  jussit  Amor." 

Lomeier:  de£ibliothccis,j>.  288. 

I 
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The  deliberate  manner  in  which  this  recital  was  made 
—the  broken  periods,  and  frequent  pauses — filled  up  a 
great  measure  of  our  journey  ;  and  we  found  that  St. 
Paul's  dome  was  increasing;  upon  us  in  size  and  disflDCt- 
ness,  and  that  we  had  not  more  than  three  mites  to 
travel,  when  Lisardo,  wishing  to  ^ve  a  different  turn  to 
the  discourse,  asked  Philemon  what  was  the  caose  of 
such  extravagimt  sums  being  now  given  at  book-sales 
for  certain  curious  and  uncommon — but  certainly  not 
highly  intrinsically- valuable — publications  ;  and  whether 
our  ancestors,  in  the  time  of  Hen.  VIII.  and  Elizabeth, 
paid  in  proportion   for  the  volumes  of  their   liibraries  ? 

Upon  Philemon's  declaring!:  himself  unable  to  ^rratify 
his  friend's  curiosity,  but  intimating  that  some  assistance 
might  probably  be  derived  from  myself,  I  took  up  the 
discourse  by  observing  that — 

"  In  the  infancy  of  printing  in  this  country  (owing  to 
the  competition  of  foreigners)  it  would  seem  that  our 
own  printers  (who  were  both  booksellers  and  book-bind- 
ers) had  suffered  considerably  in  their  trade,  by  being 
obliged  to  carry  their  goods  to  a  market  where  the 
generality  of  purchasers  were  pleased  with  more  elegantly 
executed  works  at  an  inferior  price.  The  legislature 
felt,  as  every  patriotic  legislature  would  feel,  for  their 
injured  countrymen ;  and,  accordingly,  the  statute  of 
Richard    III.   was   enacted,*    whereby    English   printers 


*  By  the  1st  of  Riohajd  ITT.  (1133,  oh.  ii.  see.  di.)  it  appeared  thst,  Wherau, 
a  great  number  of  the  king's  subjaeta  within  tbia  realm  hiving  "  giveo  thcmselna 
(liligenllj  to  loam  and  exercise  THE  OUaFT  OF  mmTtNO,  &ad  that  at  tbii  day 
tbera  beinj{  within  this  reulm  a  great  number  cunning  and  eipert  in  the  »id 
■cience  or  creft  of  printing,  as  able  to  eieraise  the  said  eraft  in  all  points  ax  tui; 
■tranger,  in  any  other  realm  or  country,  and  a  great  number  of  the  king*!  lubjeet* 
living  bj  the  oraft  and  mystery  of  BncDfQ  OP  books,  and  well  expert  in  the 
same;"— yot  "  all  this  notwithstanding,  there  are  divers  penouB  that  bring  from 
beyond  the  tea  great  plenty  of  printed  boohs — not  only  in  the  Latin  tongue,  but 
alio  in  our  oiat^rnal  Englisli  tongue— aome  boand  iu  boards,  boqia  ia  te^tbar, 
and  some  in  parchment,  and  them  sell  by  retAil,  whereby  many  of  tbe  lung's 
Bubjeeta,  being  binders  of  bouka,  and  having  no  other  faculty  tber«<iith  to  g«t 
their  living,  be  destitute  of  work,  nndlik  e  to  be  undone,  exoept  some  refonuatiaii 
beroiu  be  had, — Be  it  IbereforQ  enoctol,  tc"  By  the  1th  dauso  or  proviaiani 
ifany  of  thaMptititon  or sellaraef  printed  books  yendUuim  "at  toohigb  &ndan> 
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and  book-hinders  were  protected  from  the  mischiefs, 
which  would  otherwise  have  overtaken  them.  Thus  our 
old  friend  Caxton  went  to  work  with  ^eater  glee,  and 
mustered  ap  all  his  energ;ies  to  bring  a  good  stock  of 
Britiiih  manufacture  to  the  market.  What  he  usually 
itold  his  books  for,  in  his  life  time,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  ascertain ;  but,  on  his  decease,  one  of  his  Golden 
Jjtgends  was  valued,  in  the  churchwardens'  books,  at 
six  shillings  and  eight  pence.*  Whether  this  was  a 
^H'eat  or  small  sum  I  know  not ;  but,  from  the  same  au- 
thority we  find  that  twenty-two  pounds  were  given, 
twelve  years  before,  for  eleven  huge  folios,  called  "  Anti- 
pAona-s."+  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  it  would  seem, 
from  a  memorandum  in  the  catalogue  of  the  Fletewode 
Wbrary  (if  I  can  trust  my  memory  with  such  minutife) 
that  Law-Books  were  sold  for  about  ten  sheets  to  the 
groat, if       Now,   in   the    present   day,    Law- Books — con- 


price*,"  than  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Treoaiiror,  or  any  of  the  Chief 
JmtioM  of  tbo  OBB  honch  or  the  other — "by  Ihs  oiithii  of  twelve  hooiat  and 
diicreet  persons,"  were  to  reBulato  thuir  prioee.  This  roniarkahle  aot  waa  oou- 
fimuKl  by  the  2Eth  1I«d.  VllL,  ch.  15,  which  was  not  ropeolod  till  the  ISbb 
Geo.  IL,  eh.  S6,  S  3.  A  jiid|^  would  tiavB  euough  to  ilo  to  regulate  the  priOM 
of  l»ok>,  by  tbo  oalhs  uf  twelve  men,  in  the  proacuL  timea  ! 

e  first  Tolumo  at  my  roMnt 


+  TbB  following  is  from  'the  ohurchwardOQa'  acGompta  o(  St.  MurgaretX 
Wutnunater.  "A.  D.  H7S.  Item,  for  II  great  booka,  oatled  Antipbonen, 
331.  tk  Od."  MoKneri  and  Expeatei  of  AnciaU  Tima  in  Enslaad,  &c.,  ooUiioted 
tiy  John  Niebola,  17B7,  4to.,  p.  2.  AKiipAoncre  is  b.  book  of  anthems  In  be  aung 
with  ropoDMB  :  and,  frooi  the  following  pauage  ia  Chaucer,  it  would  appear  to 
il-book  used  in  the  times  of  popooy : 
TUi  Utel  chllde  hli  lltel  bwlc  loralne, 

Be  Abmi  Rpdemplorit  heida  aliig. 
As  chUdmi  lured  bir  Anlip^imerd : 

Cam.  Tola,  V.  IS.US,  Ac. 
ifikonaryf,  a  ((rayle,  a,  pBaltar,"  Ac..  Were  the  books  appointed 
1b  BTery  parish  church  "  of  the  province  of  Canterbury"  by  Robert 
CoiuL  Pnnin.  and  qf  Otho  and  OdAohnu,  fol.  67,  root.,  edit.  163t 

;  "TTio  year  booka,  9  V.  in  parcels,  aa  publishod,  impr.  in  diflerent  years  by 
PyiuoD.  Berthelet,  Redman,  Hyddylton,  Powell,  Smytho,  Boatell,  and  Tottyl, 
1317  to  1531.    Some  of  them  have  tbe  prises  priated  at  the  eod;  as  "The  Frisea 

I  2 
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sidering  the  wretched  style  in  which  they  are  puUiahed^ 
with  broken  types  upon  milk-and-water-tinted  paper — 
are  the  dearest  of  all  modem  publications.  Whether 
they  were  anciently  sold  for  so  comparatively  extra- 
vagant a  sum  may  remain  to  be  proved.  Certain  it  is 
that,  before  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  you 
might  have  purchased  Grafton's  abridgment  of  Polydora 
Virgil's  superficial  work  about  The  Invention  of  Thuig$ 
for  fourtemi  pence;*  and  the  same  printer's  boc4i  of 
Ccmnum  Prayer  for  four  shillings.  Yet  if  yoii  wanted  a 
superbly  bound  Prymer,  it  would  have  cost  you  (even 
five  and  twenty  years  before)  nearly  half  a  giiiii€a.t 
Nor  could  you  have  purchased  a  decent  Battad  much 
under  sixpence ;  and  Halts  Ckronkh  would  have  drawn 


of  ihys  Boke  js  ziid.  unboonde— The  Price  of  thya  Boke  if  zrld.  on  bowndd  f* 
and  upon  counting  the  sheets^  it  appears  that  the  stated  price  of  Law-BooIb^  Ib 
the  reign  of  Hen.  8,  was  ten  sheets  for  one  groat."  BiJU,  Monoit^FUUwodigMt, 
n«  ai50. 

*  In  a  cop;  of  this  book,  printed  by  Grafton  in  1540,  which  waa  in  ilia  Hfamy 
of  thi^  celebrated  bibliomaniac,  Tom  Rawllnson,  was  the  following  singiilar  M& 
note  :  '<At  Ozforde  the  yeare  1546,  browt  down  to  Seynbory  by  John  0arii(fa 
pTfoe  lid.  When  I  kepe  Mr.  Letymers  shype  I  bout  thys  boke  whan  tlia 
ment  was  obberagatyd  that  shepe  herdys  myght  not  red  hit  I  pray  god 
that  blyndnes  wiyt  by  Bobert  WyUyams  keppynge  shepe  uppon  Sqynbuiy  hiQ. 
1546."    Catndeni  AnncUet :  Edit,  Heame,  yoL  i,  p.  zzx. 


t  From  Mr.  mchol's  curious  work,  I  make  the  following  further 


£    9.    4. 


A.D.  1589.  Item,  paid  for  the  half  part  of  the  Bybell,  accordingly    | 

after  the  King's  injimotion    -         -         -         -         -J"^^ 

1544.  Item,  also  paid  for  six  books  of  the  Litany  in  English  0    10 

1549.  Paid  for  iy  books  of  the  sendee  of  the  ohuroh  -  0  10    0 

[This  was  probably  Grafton's  Prayer  book  of  1549,  fol.] 
1559.  Paid  for  a  Bybyl  and  Parafrawse         ....  0  10    0 

[From  the  Oh.  Wardens  Acots.  of  St.   Maigaret's  Westminster] 
The  Inyentory  of  John  Port,  1524. 
In  the  shop. 

Item,  a  premmer  lymmed  with  gold,  and  with  imagery  written       ^ 

bonds }0«« 

(From  the  do.  of  St.  Mary  Hill,  London.) 
To  William  Pekeiynge,  a  ballet,  called  a  Ryse  and  Wake  -        •        0    0    4 

(From  the  books  of  the  Stationers'  Company). 
See  pp.  13,  15,  126,  and  188,  of  Mr.  Nichols's  work. 
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fhrm  your  purse  twelve  i^hilliti^s  ;*  so  that,  considering 
the  then  v^ue  of  specie,  there  is  not  much  ground  of 
complaint  against  the  present  prices  of  books." 

Lis.  All  this  is  very  just.  You  are  now  creeping 
towards  the  seventeenth  century.  Go  on  with  your 
prices  of  books  'till  nearly  the  present  day ;  when  the 
Bibliomania  has  been  supposed  to  have  attained  its 
highest  pitch. 

"  Don't  expect,"  resumed  I,  "  any  antiquarian  exact- 
ness in  my  chronological  detail  of  what  our  ancestors 
used  to  give  for  their  curiously-covered  volumes.  I 
presume  that  the  ancient  method  of  Book-Buidingf  added 

■  Bj  Ibo  kiodiiMB  of  Ur.  WiUiam  Hamper,  of  BlnniugbAU  (■  Kentlemtn 
with  whom  my  inlflroourea  bu  as  yat  bean  only  opistolary,  but  whom]  I  must  bo 
■llovttl  to  rank  nmong-  our  proaont  worthy  bibliomUDuLca),  I  am  in  poaseBaon  of 
Booie  onginol  eotries.  wbiub  seem  to  have  Horved  as  part  of  a  day-book  of  n 
printar  of  tbo  name  cBme  :  "  it  Uaviog  boan  panted  at  the  end  of  '  Tbr.  Poor 
Matt  I  Lihrari^  printed  'by  Jobn  Day  in  1605-"  Prom  tbia  aabie-lookirjg  docu- 
mant  tha  reader  has  tho  fallonlag  misoellanaoUB  eitnuta  : 

A.  D.  liSS. 

(TwolMei , 

Ods  Ptymara  litane  k  englia 


(Two^ Megerse of  blojone  in  bordla  ...  1 


Bdto  ofpapor  I  quire  infoirell            ■           ■           ■           ■  0      0    li 

Hmn  workca  in  tarrell 0     fi  vUj 

Cartall  of  Lore  in  fDirells  vi  ;  a  sarmo  oova    ■           -           -  0      0     z 

A.  D.  1S54. 

B«leth!a  nova  arbull  la  SA 1  catecbis       ...  g      Oililj 

l*ryiDan)  (or  a  ohylldoio  S™' englia              ...  0    It 

BallM  Crcoaokelle  nova  englia 0  lil      0 

From  a  Housebotd  Book  kept  in  London,  A.  D,  lCi61 
{in  the  passeseion  of  tbo  same  Oenl} 

p.d  for  a  LyttalHon  in  Engliab              -             -            -  lijrf. 

for  the  boofeo  of  ij  engUsha  lovara          -             -            ■  vjrf, 

tia  the  booke  of  Songea  and  Sonnettos  and  the     I  .  -    ^.  - , 

booke  of  dyse,  and  a  frenoho  booke                           (  'J'"  "'^''■ 
(lit.  the  frenobe  booke  ivjit.  thotj  other  bookaa  at  s'ixid.  the  peca.) 

forprinttngtheiiv  orderaof  hanoit  men             -  luf. 


i-  Aa  a  little  cnay,  and  a  very  curieus  one  too,  might  bo  writtcD  upon  the 
Uatary  of  BOOK-BniDlRa,  I  aball  not  attempt  in  the  present  nols  aotiafactorily 
to  supply  Rich  a  deBidDratum ;  but  merely  communioate  to  tbo  reader  a  few 
partieulan  which  hBn«  come  acroiia  mo  iti  my  desultory  nwearchea  upon  the  enb- 
jflot.  Mr.  Astlfl  Ulls  us  thnt  the  famous  Texlut  SaiuU  C<iiUe-r:,  which  was  written 
i^  Uie  7th  ceotiuy,  and  was  formerly  kept  at  Darham,  and  ii  now  prusorved  in 
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much  to  the  expense  of  the  purchase.  But  be  this  as 
it  may^  we  know  that  Sir  Ralph  Sadler^  at  the  dose  of 
the  sixteenth  century^  had  a  pretty  fair  library,  with  a 


the  CottoDian  libruy,  (Nero,  D.  iv.)  was  adorned  in  tlie  Saxon  Unmlj  BDMHiy 
a  mook  of  Durham,  with  a  silyer  cover  gUt,  and  preeiona  stooei.    Sfanaoa  Dmnl- 
mensia,  or  Tui^g^ot,  as  he  is  frequently  called,  tells  us  that  the  oofvr  of  tUt  iae 
MS.  was  ornamented  'forensecis  Oemmis  et  Auro."    ''A  booke  of  GoipiIlBi 
garnished  and  wrought  with  antique  worke  of  silyer  and  gQte  with  an  ImagacC 
the  crucifix  with  Mary  and  John,  poic  together  cooxxij  os."     In  Um  aaenl  JmmI 
House  in  the  Tower.    ''  A  booke  of  gold  enameled,  clasped  with  a  rabie^ 
on  th'  one  side,  acrosse  of  dyamounts,  and  yj  other  dyamounts,  and  til* 
ayde  a  flower  de  luoe  of  dyamounts,  and  iiij  mbies  with  a  pwndannta  of 
saphires  and  the  arms  of  S^lande.    Which  booke  is  gamished  with  smaU 
rades  and  rubies  hanging  to  a  cheyne  pillar  fashion  set  with  xr  luio4tai» 
one  conteyning  iij  rubies  (one  lacking)."    Archoeotogia,  yoL  xiiL,  290.    Althom^ 
Mr.  Astle  has  not  specified  the  time  in  which  these  two  latter  hooka  wiera  bound, 
it  is  probable  that  they  were  thus  gorgeously  attired  before  the  diiooveiy  of  the 
art  of  printing.    What  the  ancient  Vicars  of  Chalk  (in  Kent)  uoad  to  pif  for 
binding  their  missals,  according  to  the  original  endowment  setUed  by  Haymo  da 
Hethe  in  1S27  (which  compelled  the  yicars  to  be  at  the  expense  of  tfao  flHaa— 
Btg.  Bjoff.i  p.  205),  Mr.  Denne  has  not  informed.us.    ArthofAogifBk^  yol.  xL,  381 
But  it  would  seem,  from  Warton,  that  "students  and  monks  were  anolontly  tha 
binders  of  books  ;**  and  from  their  Latin  entries  respecting  the  aame,  tha  void 
<«oonjunotio'*  appears  to  haye  been  used  for  "  ligatunL"*    JffisL  pf  JBmgL  l^odry, 
yoL  ii,  p.  244.     Heame,  in  No.  III.  of  the  appendix  to  Adam  d^  Bommrktm  dt 
'  reb.  getL  OUuL,  has   "  published  a  grant  from  Rich,  de  Pastoo  to  BioinhofaB 
abbey,  of  twelye  pence  a  year  rent  charge  on  his  estates  to  ieep  Anr  hook$  w 
repair"    This  I  gather  from  Gough's  Brii,  Tcpog.,  yoL  iL,  p.  20 :  whlU  Ikon 
the  Liber  Stat.  Ecd,  Paulitue,  Lond.  MSS.,  f.  0,  896  (furnished  mo  by  my  Mond 
Mr.  .H.  Ellis,*  of  the  British  Museum),  it  appears  to  haye  been  anotontly  oonri* 
dered  as  a  part  of  the  Sacrist's  duty  to  bind  and  clasp  the  books :  **  Samirta 
ouret  (quod  Llbri  bene  ligentur  et  hafpentur,  &a     In  Chaucer's  timo^  one  would 
think  that  the  fashionable  binding  for  the  books  of  young  scholars  waa  9anait^ 
coloured  velvet :  for  thus  our  poet  describes  the  library  of  the  Oxford  Soholar : 

A  twenty  bokes,  clothed  In  black  and  red 
Of  Aristotle 

(Prolog,  to  CanL  Tabs.) 

We  haye  some  account  of  the  style  in  which  Chauoer^s  royal  patroo,  Sdmid 
III.,  used  to  haye  his  books  bound ;  as  the  following  extract  (also  fomiahiad  mo 

byMr.  H.  Ellis")  will  testify : "ToAUco  Clayer,  f or  tho  maUni^  <rf zvx  laesa 

and  zvi  tasshels  for  the  garayshing  of  diners  of  the  Kings  books,  Ijj^  yHjdm 

And  to  Robert  Boillet  for  blao  paper  and  nailles  for  dosing  and  fjuiooyng  of 
diuers  cofyns  of  ffyrre  wherein  the  Kings  boks  were  oonyeyed  and  oaiiad 
the  Kings  grote  warderobe  in  London  ynto  Eltham  afor^paid,  fid . 
Baudnyn  Stadoner  for  bynding  gilding  and  dressing  of  a  booke  caDod  Ittaa 
Liuius,  xxs :  for  binding  gilding  and  dressing  of  a  booke  called  Wtrtmnad,  zvji : 
for  binding  gilding  and  dressing  of  a  booke  called  the  Biblo,  r^ :    lor  bindfaif 

*  Since  crested  a  Enight. 


i 


B8>k  in  the  chapel  to  boot,  for  £10.»  Towards  the 
close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  we  find  the  Earl  of 
Peterborough  enlisting:  among  the  book  champions ; 
^and  ^ving,  at  the  sale  of  Richard  Smith's  books  in 
,682,  not  less  than  eighteen  shillings  and  two  pence 
ir  the  tirst  English  ^ition  of  his  beloved  Oodfiey  of 
SoHtogM-f      In   Queen  Ann's  time.  Earl  Pembroke   and 


ff]tSiig  tnd  dreaiag  of  a  boolra  o&lted  le  GouoemetneDt  of  Kings  and  rrincea, 
njt."  "  For  the  drseiag  of  ij  books  whereof  oOD  id  cixlled  la  fortereSBe  da  Pay 
and  the  other  cnlled  tho  books  of  Joeephua,  iiji.  iiij^.  And  for  binding;  gilding 
and  dreMUUC  of  a  books  oallod  the  biblo  hiatorinl,  ixa."  Among  the  expenae* 
•utered  in  the  Wardrobe  Aocompts  20tb  £dw.  111.  1  Biupect  th&C  it  »u  not 
"liU  totrarda  thoeloao  of  tbe  15th  century,  when  the  nUterart  of  painting  dirooted 
that  of  engraving,  that  books  were  bound  in  thick  boards,  with  teathor  oovsriag 
npoo  the  same  ;  curiousl;  stamped  with  arabesque,  ud  other  bizarre,  omamenti. 
Id  the  interior  of  this  binding,  next  to  the  leaias,  there  was  soEnetiines  an  eiea- 
TBtioD,  ■□  which  a  stiver  oruciGi  nos  ufel;  guarded  by  a  metal  door,  with  clasps. 
The  eiteriorof  the  binding  bad  oftentlmoa  large  emboraed  omameuta  of  silver, 
and  sometiiDea  of  precious  stoces  [as  a  note  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Hitiory  of 
LrkaUr,  by  Mr,  Nichols,  p.  103,  indicateB— and  as  Geylcr  hiniself,  iu  hiB  Sup 
^FvUt,  entitted  '•  S\'aviaibi,iii-i  Sptcvlvm  Fal\ioriim,"  oiA.  1511,  Jto.,  thus  ex- 
IWIMilj  deolares  :— "sunt  qui  libroa  inaunuit  et  tatiet,  tegimenta  apponunt  pre- 
oioia  et  aaperba,"  sign.  R  v.  rev.],  as  well  as  the  usual  omamenta  upon  the  leather; 
Bad  twe  masuTB  cUsps,  with  thiclt  metalled  comers  □□  each  of  the  outward  sides 
of  UiB  binding,  seemed  to  render  a  book  imperrioua  to  such  depredationji  of  time 
■a  oould  arise  from  eitemal  injury.  Meantime,  however  the  worm  was  secretly 
engendered  within  the  wood :  and  his  porfomting  ravages  in  the  predous  leaTea 
of  the  Tolame  gave  dreadful  proof  of  the  defectiveness  of  ancient  binding, 
baautifal  and  bold  as  it  undoubtedly  was  '.  The  reader  Is  referred  to  an  account 
of  ■  preciously  bound  diminutive  godly  book  (once  belonging  to  Q,  Elizabeth), 
in  the  first  volume  otmy  ediUonot  the  British  Typographieoi  Anti^itia,  p.  83; 
for  which  I  understand  the  present  owner  asks  the  sum  of  V&Ol ;  Ws  find  Uiat  in 
Uie  niteenlh  year  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  she  was  in  possession  of  "  Cone  GoBpell 
books  Doyeied  with  tissue  and  garnished  on  tb'  on^de  with  the  crucifix  and  the 
Qneene's  badges  of  silver  guilt,  pais  with  woddo,  leaves,  and  all,  crij.  oi." 
jlrct\ai^iigia,  vol  xiii.,  231.  I  am  in  posseseiuu  of  the  covers  of  a  book,  bound 
(A.  D.  15H6)  in  thick  parchment  or  vellum,  which  has  the  whole  length  portrait 
of  Luther  on  one  side,  and  of  Calrin  on  the  othor.  These  portraits,  which  aie 
executed  with  uncommon  spirit  and  accuroey,  ore  ocoirclod  with  a  profusion  of 
ornamental  harden  of  the  most  oxquinite  taste  and  riohness.  We  shall  speak 
DCcasionaDy  of  more  modem  book-binding  as  we  proceed.  Meanwhile,  let  the 
curions  biblii^maniau  glance  bis  eye  upon  the  copper-plate  print  which  loeea 
Uos  «onclading  seDtence — where  hs  will  see  fac-aiaiileB  of  the  portraita  just 
mentioned. 

■  See  tiia  recent  very  beautiful  edition  of  Sir  Ralph  Sadler's  StaU  Papen, 
■•oL  H.,  p.  690, 

I-  See  the  Calalogue  nf  S.  SraM't  Jhati,  ISS2,  4to.,  p.  1S9  (falsely  niunberod 
'.91. 
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Lord  Oxford  spared  no  expense  for  books ;  and  Dr.  Mead^ 
who  trod  closely  upon  their  heels^  cared  not  at  what 
price  he  purchased  his  Editiones  Prindpes,  and  all  the 
grand  books  which  stamped  such  a  value  upon  his  col- 
lection. And  yet,  let  us  look  at  the  priced  catalogue  of 
hi3  library,  or  at  that  of  his  successor  Dr.  Askew,  and 
compare  the  sums  then  given  for  those  now  offered  for 
similar  works !"  . 

Lis.  You  allude  to  a  late  sale  in  Pall  Mall,  of  one  of 
the  choicest  and  most  elegant  libraries  ever  collected  by 
a  man  of  letters  and  taste  7 

''I  do,  Lisardo — but  see  we  are  just  Altering  the 
smoke  and  bustle  of  London;  and  in  ten  minutes  shall 
have  reached  the  scene  of  action." 

Phil.    How  do  you  feel  ? 

Lis.  Why,  tolerably  cafan.  My  pulse  beats  as  leisiurdy 
as  did  my  Lord  StraJflford's  at  his  trial — or  (to  borrow 
Hamlet's  phrase) 

— as  yours,  it  doth  temperately  keep  time. 
And  makes  as  healthful  music 

Phil.  Ninety-five  to  the  minute !  You  are  just  now  in 
a  fit  frame  of  mind  to  write  a  political  pamphlet  Pray 
consider  what  will  be  the  issue  of  this  madness  7 

Lis.  No  more !  Now  for  my  catalogue ;  and  let  me 
attend  to  my  marks.  But  our  friend  is  not  foif;etfiil  of 
his  promise  7 

Phil.  I  dare  say  he  will  assist  us  in  regulating  the 
prices  we  ought  to  give — and  more  particulariy  in  itmlriwig' 
us  acquainted  with  the  most  notable  book-collectors. 

Upon  my  readily  acquiescing  in  their  demand,  we 
leapt  firom  the  chaise  (giving  orders  for  it  to  attend  by 
three  o'clock)    and  hurried    immediately  up  stairs  into 

THE  AUCTION  ROOM. 

The  clock  had  struck  twelve,  and  in  half  an  hour  the 
sale  was  to  begin.  Not  more  than  nine  or  ten  gentlemen 
were  strolling  about  the  room :  some  examining  the 
volumes  which  were  te  be  sold,  and  making  hierogly- 
phical  marks  thereupon,  in  their  catalogues :  some  giving 
commissions  to  the  clerk  who  entered  their  names,  with 
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tiie  soma  they  intended  staking,  in  a  manner  equally 
hieroplyphical.  Others,  again,  seemed  to  be  casting  an 
eye  of  vacancy  over  the  whole  collection  ;  or  waiting  till 
a  book  friend  arrived  with  whom  they  might  enter  into  a 
little  chat.  You  observe,  my  friends,  said  I,  sofUy,  yonder 
active  and  teen-visaged  gentleman  1  'Tis  LcpiDtis.  Like 
Magliabechi,  content  with  frugal  fare  and  frugal  clothing* 
and  preferring  the  riches  of  a  library  to  those  of  house- 
iiimiture,  he  is  insatiable  in  his  bibliomaniacal  appetites. 
"  Long  experience  has  made  him  sage :"  and  it  is  not 
therefore  without  just  reason  that  his  opinions  are 
courted,  and  considered  as  almost  oracular.  You  v/ill 
find  that  he  will  take  his  old  station,  commanding  the 
right  or  Jef^  wing  of  the  auctioneer ;  and  that  he  will 
enliven,  by  the  gaiety  and  shrewdness  of  his  remarks, 
the  circle  that  more  immediately  surrounds  him.  Some 
there  are  who  will  not  bid  'till  Lepidus  bids ;  and  who 
surrender  all  discretion  and  opinion  of  their  ovm  to  hLs 
universal  book- knowledge.  The  consequence  is  that 
Lepidus  can,  with  difficulty,  make  purchases  for  his  own 
library ;  and  a  thousand  -dexterous  and  happy  ma- 
noeuvres are  of  necessity  obliged  to  be  practised  by  him, 
whenever  a  rare  or  curious  book  turns  up.  How  many 
fine  collections  has  this  sagacious  bibliomaniac  seen 
disposed  of!  Like  Nestor,  who  preaches  aliout  the  fine 
fellows  he  remembered  in  his  youth,  Lepidus  (although 
barely  yet  in  his  grand  climacteric  !)  will  depicture,  with 
moving  eloquence,  the  numerous  precious  volumes  of 
far-famed  collectors,  which  he  has  seen,  like  Macbeth's 
witches, 

"  Come  like  shadows,  ao  depart  1" 
And    when   any   particular  class    of  books,   now   highly 
coveted,   but   formerly   little   esteemed,   comes   under   the 
hammer,  and  produces  a  large  siun, — ah  then !    'tis  plea- 
sant to  hear  Lepidus  exclaim — 

0  mihi  prieteritos  teferat  u  Jupiter  annos  ! 

*  Traol  aultn,  viotnque  contentns,  quidiiuid  ei  pocuniaa  suporant  in  oinnigeam 

fnniSiffni"   libroe  oomparandcia  erogabat,  KeleatUsiiiiuiic|UB  voluminnm  moltitu- 

dbMm  oa  loeDto  lulquifiTit,  ut  aliquaodo  pouet  publion  utilitati dioaii,  Pnn/. 

I    £itt.  Magliab.  a  Fouie,  p.  x. 
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Justly  respectable  as  are  his  scholarship  and  good  sense 
he  is  not  what  you  may  call  a  fashionable  collector 
for  old  chronicles  and  romances  are  most  rigidly  dis- 
carded from  his  library.  Talk  to  him  of  Uofimen, 
Schoettgenius,  Rosenmnller,  and  Michaelis,  and  he  will 
listen  courteously  to  your  conversation ;  bat  when  yoa 
expatiate,  however  learnedly  and  rapttirously,  apoo 
Froissart  and  Prince  Arthur,  he  will  tell  you  that  he  has 
a  heart  of  stone  upon  the  subject ;  and  that  even  a  clean 
uncut  copy  of  an  original  impression  of  each,  by  Verard 
or  by  Caxton,  would  not  bring  a  single  tear  of  sympa- 
thetic transport  in  his  eyes. 

Lis.  I  will  not  fail  to  pay  due  attention  to  so  extra- 
ordinary and  interesting  a  character — for  see,  he  ii 
going  to  take  his  distinguished  station  in  the  approach- 
ing contest.  The  hammer  of  the  worthy  auctioneer, 
which  I  suppose  is  of  as  much  importance  as  was  Sir 
FopUng's  periwig  of  old,*  upon  the  stage— the  hammer 
is  upon  the  desk ! — The  company  begin  to  increase  and 
close  their  ranks ;  and  the  din  of  battle  will  shortly  be 
heard.  Let  us  keep  these  seats.  Now,  tell  me  who  is 
yonder  strange  looking  gentleman  ? 

"'Tis  MusTAPHA,  a  vender  of  books.  Consuetndine 
jnvalescens,  ac  veluti  callum  diutuma  cogitatione  obdu- 
cens.f  he  comes  forth,  like  an  alchemist  from  his  labo' 
ratory,  with  hat  and  wig  'sprinkled  with  learned  dnst,' 
and  deals  out  his  censures  witli  as  little  ceremony  a& 
correctness.  It  is  of  no  consequence  to  him  by  whom 
positions  are  advanced,  or  truth  is  estabUshed ;  and  he 
hesitates  very  Uttle  about  calling  Baron  Heinecken  a 
Tom   fool,  or******  a  shameless  impostor.'     If  your 

■  Soo  WnrbartoTi's  piquant  note,  ia  Mr.  BowIsa'b  edition  of  Fope't  Wortt, 
vol.  y.,  p.  116.  "This  romnritablo  periviy  {sajs  Hb)  iisuolly  maie  its  entmaM 
upon  tbe  itnge  in  a  Beiiii,n  chair,  brought  in  b;  two  ahitirmeD  with  infinita  ap. 
probntion  of  th«  audience."  Tbe  njiff-box  of  Mr.  L.  baa  not  a  leu  imposiDg 
air ;  and  when  a  high-iirioed  book  is  balancing  between  \hl.  and  201.  It  it  a  fBiuful 
BlgDal  of  itu  reaching  an  additional  sum,  If  Mr.  L.  should  lay  down  bii  bammer, 
and  delve  into  this  said  cmmpls-horaed  sauff-boi  I 

\  The  curious  reader  ma;  B»e  the  entire  oaustic  passage  in  Spilolllu's  lufdix 
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library  were  as  choice  and  clegunt  as  Dr.  H  *****  '• 
he  would  tell  you  that  his  own  disordered  shelves  and 
badly  coated  books  presented  an  infinitely  more  precious 
collection  ;  nor  must  you  be  at  all  surprised  at  this — tor, 
like  Braithwait's  Upotomis, 

'  Though  weak  in  judgment,  in  opinion  strong ;' 

or,  like  the  same  author's  MeOixos, 

'  Who  deems  ail  wisdom  treaauT'd  in  hia  pate,' 

onr  book-vender,  in  the  catalogues  which  he  puts  forth, 
shews  himself  to  be  'a  great  and  bold  carpenter  of 
words  ;'•  overcharging  the  description  of  his  own  vo- 
lumes with  tropes,  metaphors,  flourishes,  and  common- 
place authorities ;  the  latter  of  which  one  would  think 
liad  but  recently  come  under  his  notice,  as  they  had  been 
already  before  the  public  in  various  less  ostentatious 
:tforms." 

Phil,  Are  you  then  an  enemy  to  booksellers,  or  to 
their  catalogues  when  interlaced  with  bibliographical 
3iotices  ? 

"  By  no  means,  Philemon.  I  lliink  as  highly  of  our 
■own  as  did  the  autlior  of  the  Aprositin  iibraryf  of  the 
J>atch  booksellers ;  and  I  love  to  hear  that  the  biblio- 
graphical labour  bestowed  upon  a  catalogue  has  an- 
Stt'ered  the  end  proposed,  by  sharpening  the  appetites  of 
purchasers.  But  the  present  is  a  different  case,  Mus- 
tapha  might  have  leamt  good  sense  and  good  manners, 

•  Carynfa  Crwtilia,  vol.  i.,  sigo.  (b.  B,)  edit.  1776. 

t  Sue  pages  ]03-t,  of  WoWus'b  odition  ot.tha  Bihliolh/ca  Aprotiiaia,  1734,  8to. 
It  u  not  beonuH  Mr.  Ford,  of  Manahoator,  hu  been  kind  anaugh  to  preient  ma 
wHb  one  of  the  tii  copies  of  Ma  Lut  catalogue  of  1x«k>,  printed  upon  STBosa 
WBtTDio  PiPEB— thst  I  take  tMa  opportuQity  of  pnuaiiu-  the  oootanta  of  it,— but 
ttiKtliiscatBlagueEare  to  be  pnu»ed  for  tjio  pivins  which  lio  oxhibita  in  dsMriMog 
hia  boohB,  and  in  refemng  to  nnniBroua  bibliographical  authoriUea  in  the  doacrip- 
tion.  While  upon  thia  subject,  let  me  reooaunond  the  f  oulhful  blbliDOukiiiaa  to 
^  possesaioD  of  Mr.  Edwards's  cataloguoa,  and  eepeciaU;  of  that  Ol  1704.  If 
■uch  a  catalogue  ware  but  reoently  published,  it  irould  be  one  of  tho  ploasontoat 
bre&k&ct  loungea  imaginaljlo  to  tick  off  a  few  of  the  volumoBwith  tbo  hope  of 
'  g  tbom  at  the  pricea  therein  aGiod. 
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• 

from  his  right  hand,  or  left  hand,  or  opposite,  neighbour ; 
but  he  is  either  too  conceited,  or  too  obstinate,  to  have 
recourse  to  such  aid.  What  is  very  remarkable,  although 
he  is  constantly  declaiming  against  the  enormous  sums 
of  money  given  for  books  at  public  auctions,  Mustiq[>ha 
doth  not  scruple  to  push  the  purchaser  to  the  last  fiur- 
thing  of  his  commission ;  firom  a  ready  knack  which  he 
hath  acquired,  by  means  of  some  magical  art  in  his 
foresaid  laboratory,  of  deciphering  the  same ;  thus  adopt- 
ing in  a  most  extraordinary  manner,  the  very  line  of 
conduct  himself  which  he  so  tartly  censures  in  others. 

Phil.  Was  this  the  gentleman  whose  catalogue  (as 
you  shewed  me)  contained  the  fascinating  colophon  of 
Juliana  Bemer's  book  of  hawking,  hunting,  and  heraldry, 
printed  in  the  year  1486,  subjoined  to  a  copy  of  the 
conmion  reprint  of  it  by  Gervase  Markham — thereby 
provoking  a  thouscmd  inquiries  after  the  book,  as  if  it 
had  been  the  first  edition? 

''  The  same,"  resumed  I.  ''  But  let  us  leave  such  ridi- 
culous vanity." 

Lis.  Who  is  that  gentleman,  standing  towards  the 
right  of  the  auctioneer,  and  looking  so  intently  upon  his 
catalogue  7 

''You  point  to  my  friend  Bernardo.  He  is  thus 
anxious,  because  an  original  firagment  of  the  fair  lady's 
work,  which  you  have  just  mentioned,  is  coming  under 
the  hammer;  and  powerful  indeed  must  be  the  object  to 
draw  his  attention  another  way.  The  demure  prioress 
of  Sopewell  abbey  is  his  ancient  sweetheart ;  and  he  is 
about  introducing  her  to  his  fiiends,  by  a  union  with 
her  as  close  and  as  honourable  as  tiiat  of  wedlock. 
Engaged  in  a  laborious  profession  (the  duties  of  which 
are  faithfully  performed  by  him)  Bernardo  devotes  his 
few  leisure  hours  to  the  investigation  of  old  works; 
thinking  with  the  ancient  poet,  quoted  by  Ashmole,  that 


•out  of  old  fields  as  men  saytlie 


Cometh  all  this  new  come  firo  yeare  to  yeare ; 
And  out  of  olde  Bokes  in  good  feiy  the 
Cometh  all  this  scyence  that  men  leare : 
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Or,  with  Aslimole  himsell ;  that  old  words  have  strong 
emphasis :  otlicrs  may  look  upon  them  na  rubbish  or 
trilles,  but  they  are  grossly  mistaken  :  for  wliat  some 
light  brains  may  esteem  as  foolish  toys,  dee|>er  judgments 
can  and  will  value  as  sound  and  serious  matter.*' 

"  If  you  ask  me  whether  Bernardo  l>e  always  success- 
fill  in  his  labours,  I  should  answer  you,  as  I  have  told 
him.  No :  for  the  profit  and  applause  attendant  upon 
them  are  not  commensurate  with  his  exertions.  More- 
over, I  do  verily  think  that,  in  some  few  instances,  he 
sacrifices  his  judgment  to  another's  whim;  by  a  reluct- 
ance to  put  out  the  strength  of  his  own  powers.  He  is 
also,  I  had  almost  said,  the  admiring  slave  of  Ritsonian 
fustidiousness  ;  and  will  cry  '  pish'  if  a  a  l>e  put  ibr  a  v, 
or  a  single  e  for  a  double  one:  but  take  him  fairly  as  he 
and  place  him  firmly  in  the  bibUographical  scale, 
and  you  vrilf  acknowledge  that  his  weight  is  far  from 
being  inconsiderable.  He  is  a  respectable,  and  every 
a  praise-worthy  man :  and  although  he  is  conti- 
lually  walking  in  a  thick  forest  of  black  letter,  and 
rould  prefer  a  book  printed  before  the  year  1550,  to  a 
Knrtle  dressed  according  to  the  rules  of  Mr.  Farley,  yet 
le  can  ever  and  anon  sally  forth  to  enjoy  a  stroll  along 
be  river  side,  with    Isaac  Waltont  in  his  hand ;    when 

•  Tktainai  Chfmuxm;  prolog,  ago.  A.  3.  rev.:  B.  4.  not.  Tbe  chajina  ot 
ndantjitinueolog;  bad  boon  bolore  not  lean  eloquently  described  bj  Wolliua  : 
'  Habet  hoo  juounrti  prisoonim  quonindttm  obaololn  dictio,  no  suo  qiiodum  niodo 
■udiai  cointA  oratio,  at  ei  en  pUis  intelligBmaai  qiuun  dioitnr  ;  plus  aignifioetur 
■qiuuD  oilortur."  LkI.  J/tmorofi.  A>ii(.  Dcd.  fol.  xiv.  rev.  Of  Wolfiiia,  and  ot 
"Ibu  bit  work,  tbe  rciuler  will  find  soma  mention  at  page  110,  auto, 

+  "Lot  mo  take  tbin  opportunity  of  recom mending  the  acilsbte  and  Tenemblo 
Ibaao  Walton's  Complete  AHgler;  s  work  tbe  most  singulu-  of  iU  kind, 
lireathing  the  very  apirit  of  contantnieat,  of  quiet,  and  UQi:dTect«d  philonthropby, 
and  intenpened  witb  aome  beautiful  ralice  of  poetry,  old  aongs,  and  ballads." 
So  spedu  the  Eev.  W.  Lists  Bowles,  in  his  edition  of  Popt'i  ftorii,  vol  i.,  p,  t3S. 
To  whioh  I  add — Let  me  take  this  opportunity  of  rocommendlDg  Mr.  Bagtier'a 
laty  beautiful  and  creditable  reprint  of  Sir  John  Hawkin's  edition  of  Walton's 
■muiDg  little  book.  Tho  platea  io  it  ore  aa  true  aa  thoy  are  brilliant:  and  tbe 
WWittmaniac  may  gmtify  bia  appetite,  however  voniciouB,  by  having  oopioa  of  it 
Open  paper  at  ail  siio*.  Mr.  Biptet  bag  abo  very  recently  piibtiaheil  an  cx<iui- 
dte  facsimile  of  the  oriEriiud  edition  of  old  laaac.  PerhapE  T  ought  not  la  coll  it 
4  tii--'in-''°j  for  it  ii,  in  many  mxpeota,  more  beoubfully  ozeauted. 
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'  he  hath  his  wholesome  walk  and  merry^  at  his  ease :  a 
sweet  air  of  the  sweet  savour  of  the  mead  flowers,  that 
maketh  him  hungry/* 

''But  see — the  hammer  is  vibrating,  at  an  angle  of 
twenty-two  and  a  half,  over  a  large  paper  priced  cata- 
logue of  Major  Pearson's  books !  — Who  is  the  lucky 
purchaser  7 

'' QuiSQUiLius : — a  victim  to  the  Bibliomania.  If  one 
single  copy  of  a  work  happen  to  be  printed  in  a  more 
particular  manner  than  another ;  and  if  the  compositor 
(clever  rogue)  happen  to  have  transposed  or  inverted  a 
whole  sentence  or  page ;  if  a  plate  or  two,  no  matter  of 
what  kind  or  how  executed;  go  along  with  it,  which  is 
not  to  be  found  in  the  remaining  copies ;  if  the  paper 
happen  to  be  unique  in  point  of  size — whether  maxima 
or  MINIMA  —  oh,  then,  thrice  happy  is  Quisquilius  I 
With  a  well-furnished  purse,  the  strings  of  which  are 
liberally  loosened,  he  devotes  no  small  portion  of  wealth 
to  the  accumulation  of  Prints ;  and  can  justly  boast  of 
a  collection  of  which  few  of  his  contemporaries  are  pos- 
sessed. But  his  walk  in  book-collecting  is  rather  limited. 
He  seldom  rambles  into  the  luxuriancy  of  old  English 
black-letter  literature;  and  cares  still  less  for  a  vor 
riorum  Latin  classic,  stamped  in  the  neat  mintage  of 
the  Elzevir  press.  Of  a  Greek  Aldus,  or  an  Italian 
Giunta,  he  has  never  yet  had  the  luxury  to  dream: — 
'trahit  sua  quemque  voluptas;'  and  let  Quisquilius  en- 
joy his  hobby-horse,  even  to  the  riding  of  it  to  death ! 
But  let  him  not  harbour  malevolence  against  supposed 
injuries  inflicted :  let  not  foolish  prejudices,  or  unmanly 
suspicions,  rankle  in  his  breast:  authors  and  book- 
collectors  are  sometimes  as  enlightened  as  himself,  and 

*  The  reader  may  see  all  this,  and  much  more,  dressed  in  Its  anoient  orthognb-* 
phic  garb,  in  a  proheme  to  the  first  edition  of  the  merry  art  of  fishing,  ailimtiMl 
by  Herbert  in  his  first  volume,  p.  131.  I  have  said  the  "  merty,"  and  not  tha 
**  corUempkUive,"  art  of  fishing — because  we  are  informed  that  ''Tf  theaoglir 
take  fyshe,  surely  thenne  is  there  noo  man  merier  than  he  is  in  his  ipyryla  I  1* 
Yet  Isaac  Walton  called  this  art,  "  The  CoiUmplativeMMa'B  Beenatfon."  Boi 
a  book-JUkermaf^  like  myself ^  must  not  presume  to  reconcile  snoh  gxwt  and 
contradictory  authorities. 
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have  cultivated  pursuits  equally  honouralilc.  Their 
profession,  too,  may  sometimes  be  equally  beneficial  to 
llieir  fellow  creatiire-s,  A  lew  short  years  shall  pass 
away,  and  it  will  be  seen  who  has  contributed  the  more 
effectively  to  the  public  stock  of  amusement  and  instruc- 
tion. We  wrap  ourselves  up  in  our  own  little  vanities 
and  weaknesses,  and,  fancying  wealth  and  wisdom  to  be 
synonymous,  vent  our  spleen  a^:aiD9t  those  who  are 
resolutely  striving,  under  the  pressure  of  mediocrity  and 
domestic  misfortune,  to  obtain  an  honourable  subsistence 
by  their  uitellectual  exertions." 

Lis.  a  truce  to  this  moralizing  strain.  Pass  we  on 
to  a  short  gentleman,  busily  engaged  yonder  in  looking 
at  a  ntmiber  of  volumes,  and  occasionally  conversing 
with  two  or  three  gentlemen  from  five  to  ten  inches  taller 
than  himself.     Wbat  ls  his  name? 

"RoeiiCRL't^|{i8  is  his  name;  and  an  ardent  and  inde- 
fatigable book-forager  be  is.  Although  just  now  busily 
engaged  in  antiquarian  researches  relating  to  British 
typography,  he  fancies  himself  nevertheless  deeply  inter- 
ested in  the  discovery  of  every  ancient  book  printed 
abroad.  Examine  Ms  little  collection  of  books,  and  you 
tvill  fmd  that 

'  There  Cniton  sleeps,  with  Wynkyn  at  hia  side, 
One  cksp'd  in  wood,  and  one  in  etrong  cow-hide  I"* 

— and  yet,  a  beautiful  volume  printed  at  "  Basil  or  Hei- 
delberg makes  him  spinne :  and  at  seeing  the  word 
Frankford  or  Venice,  though  but  on  the  title  of  a  booke, 
he  is  readie  to  break  doublet,  crdcke  elbows,  and  over- 
flowe  the  room  with  his  murmure."t  Bibliography  is 
bis  darling  delight — "  una  voluptas  ct  medilatio  as- 
sidua  ;"J  and  in  defence  of  the  same  he  would  quote  you 
a  score  of  old-fashioned  authors,  from  Gesner  to  Harles, 
whose  very   names  would  excite  scepticism   about  their 

•  Pope's  Dunciad,  b.  i.  V.  149. 
t  Cor^'iCi-wJifio,  Tol.  L,  sign.  (b.  5.)  edit.  1770. 
t  Vita  Jnoobi  Ls  Long.,  p.  xx.,  BUilioth.  Sacra,  edit.  1778. 
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existence.  He  is  the  author  of  various  works,  chiefly 
bibliographical ;  upon  wliich  the  voice  of  the  public  (if 
we  except  a  little  wicked  quizzins;  at  his  black-letter  pro- 
peusities  in  a  celebrated  North  Briton  Review)  has  been 
generally  favourable.  Although  the  old  maidenish 
particularity  of  Tom  Hearne's  geniui^  be  not  much 
calculated  to  please  a  bibliomaniac  of  lively  parts,  yet 
Kosicrusius  seams  absolutely  enamoured  of  that  ancient 
wight;  and  to  be  in  possession  of  the  cream  of  all  his 
pieces,  if  we  may  judge  from  what  he  has  already  pub- 
lished, and  promi-ses  to  publish,  concerning  the  same. 
He  once  had  the  temerity  to  dabble  in  poetry;*  but  he 
never  could  raise  his  head  above  the  mists  which  infest 
the  swampy  gromid  at  the  foot  of  Parnassus,  Still  he 
loves  "the  divine  art"  enthusiastically;  aud  affects, 
forsooth,  to  have  a  taste  in  niiitters  of  engraving  and 
painting  1  Converse  with  him  about  Guercino  and  Albert 
Durer,  Berghem  and  Woollett,  and  tell  him  that  you 
wish  to  have  his  opinion  about  the  erection  of  a  large 
library,  and  he  will  "  give  tongue"  to  you  from  rise  to 
set  of  sun.  Wishing  him  prosperity  in  iiis  projected 
works,  and  all  good  fellows  to  be  his  friends,  proceed  wc 
in  our  descriptive  survey." 

Lis.  I  am  quite  impatient  to  see  ATTtcus  in  this 
glorious  group  ;    of  whom  fame  makes  such  loud  report — 

"  Yonder  see  he  comes,  Lisardo !  '  Like  arrow  from 
the  hunter's  bow,'  he  darts  into  the  hottest  of  the  fight, 
and  beats  down  all  opposition.  In  vain  Bo»cardo  ad- 
vances with  his  heavy  artillery,  sending  forth  occasionaUy 
a  forty-eight  pounder ;  in  vain  he  shifts  his  mode  of 
attack — now  with  dagger,  and  now  with  broadsword, 
now  in  plated,  and  uow  in  quilted  armour :  nought 
avails  him.  In  every  shape  and  at  every  onset  lie  is 
discomfited.  Such  a  champion  as  Atticus  has  perhitps 
never  before  appeared  within  the  arena  of  book-gla- 
diators : 

'  Bleet  with  talents,  wealth,  and  taite  ;'t 

*  See  tlie  note  p.  11,  tu  tlie  tint  odition  of  the  Bibtiamania. 
■f  Dr.  Ferrur'i  BHiioMaaia,  T.  12. 
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and  gifted  with  no  common  powers  of  general  scholarship, 
he  cun  easily  master  a  knotty  passage  in  Eschylus  or 
Aristotle;  and  quote  Juvenal  and  Horace  as  readily  as 
the  junior  lads  at  Eton  quote  their  "  As  m  prasenti :" 
moreover,  he  can  enter,  with  equal  ardour,  into  a  minute 
discussion  ahout  the  romance  literature  of  the  middle 
ci^es,  and  the  dry  thou|;h  uselul  philology  of  the  German 
school  during  the  16th  and  17th  centuries.  In  the 
pursuit  after  rare,  curious,  aud  valuable  books,  nothing 
daunts  or  depresses  him.  With  a  mental  aud  bodily 
constitution  such  as  few  possess,  and  with  a  perpetual 
succession  of  new  objects  rising  up  before  him,  he  seems 
hardly  ever  conscious  of  the  vicissitudes  of  the  seasons, 
aud  equally  indifferent  to  petty  changes  in  politics.  The 
cutting  blasts  of  Siberia,  or  the  fainting  heat  of  a  Maltese 
sirocco,  would  not  make  him  halt,  or  divert  his  course, 
in  the  pursuit  of  a  favourite  volume,  whether  in  the 
Greek,  Latin,  Spanhih,  or  Italian  language.  But  as  all 
human  efforts,  however  powerful,  if  carried  on  without 
intermission,  must  have  a  period  of  cessation  ;  and  as 
the  moat  active  body  cannot  be  at  "  Thebes  and  at 
Athens"  at  the  same  moment ;  so  it  follows  that  Atticus 
cannot  be  at  every  auction  and  caiTy  away  every  prize. 
His  rivals  narrowly  watch,  and  his  enemies  closely 
way-lay,  him  ;  and  his  victories  are  rarely  bloodless  in 
consequence.  If,  like  Darwin's  whale,  which  swallows 
"  mUlions  at  a  gulp,"  Atticus  should,  at  one  auction, 
purchase  from  two  to  seven  hundred  volumes,  he  must 
retire,  like  the  "  Boa  Cmistrictor,"  for  digestion  :  and 
accordingly  he  does,  for  a  short  season,  withdraw  him- 
self from  "  the  busy  hum"  of  sale  rooms,  to  collate, 
methodize,  and  class  his  newly  acquired  treasures — to 
repair  what  is  defective,  and  to  beautify  what  is  de- 
formed.    Thus   rendering  them   "  companions   meet"    for 

their  brethren  in  the  rural  shades  of  H Hall ;  where, 

in  gay  succession,  stands  many  a  row,  heavily  laden  with 
"  rich  and  rare"  productions.  In  this  rural  retreat,  or 
academic  bower,  Atticus  spends  a  due  portion  of  the 
antmnnal  season  of  the  year ;  now  that  the  busy  scenes 
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of  book-auctions  in  the  metropolis  have  changed  their 
character — and  dreary  silence^  and  stagnant  dirt,  have 
succeeded  to  noise  and  fl3ring  particles  of  learned  dost. 

''Here,  in  his  ancestral  abode,  Atticus  can  happfly 
exchange  the  microscopic  investigation  of  books  for  the 
charms  and  manly  exercises  of  a  rural  life;  eclipsing^  in 
this  particular,  die  celebrity  of  Caesar  Antoninus ;  who 
had  not  universality  of  talent  sufficient  to  unite  the  love 
of  hawking  and  hunting  with  the  passion  for  book- 
collecting.^  The  sky  is  no  sooner  dappled  o'er  with  the 
first  morning  sun-beams,  than  up  starts  our  disdnguished 
bibliomaniac,  either  to  shoot  or  to  hunt ;  either,  to  realize 
all  the  fine  things  which  Pope  has  written  about ''  lifting 
the  tube,  and  levelling  the  eye  ;"t  or  to  join  the  jolly 
troop  while  they  chant  the  hunting  song  of  his  poeticiJ 
friend.;]:  Meanwhile^  his  house  is  not  wanting  in 
needful  garniture  to  render  a  country  residence  most 
congenial.  His  cellars  below  vie  with  his  library  above. 
Besides  "  the  brown  October" — "  drawn  from  his  dark 
retreat  of  thirty  years" — and  the  potent  comforts  of  every 

*  This  anecdote  lA  given  on  the  authority  of  Kesner's  Pandects,  foL  20 :  root. 
*AXXof  fuv  "tirirw  (says  the  grave  Antoninus)  'dXXoi  8e  6pv\uw^  ^XAot  $i^\mw 

t  See  Pope's  WindMxr  Forest,  ver.  110  to  134. 

t  Waken  lords  and  ladies  gay ; 
On  the  mountain  dawns  the  day. 
ATI  the  jolly  chase  is  here. 
With  hawk  and  horse  and  hunting  spear : 
Hounds  are  in  their  couple  yelling. 
Hawks  are  whistling,  horns  are  knelling ; 
Merrily,  merrily,  mingle  they. 
"  Waken  lords  and  ladies  gay." 

Waken  lords  and  ladies  gay. 
The  mist  has  left  the  mountain  grey. 
Springlets  in  the  dawn  are  steaming. 
Diamonds  on  the  lake  are  gleaming ; 
And  foresters  have  busy  been. 
To  track  the  buck  in  thicket  green  : 
Now  we  come  to  chaunt  our  lay, 
"  Waken  lords  and  ladies  gay." 

HuNTiNQ  Sovo,  by  Walter  Scott :  the  remaining  stanzas  will  he  found  in  tba 
Edinb.  Annttal  lU^ter,  vol.  i.,  pt.  ii.,  xxviii. 
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Species  of  "  barley  broth " — there  are  the  ruddier  and 
more  sparkling  juices  of  the  grape — "  fresh  of  colour,  and 
of  look  lovely,  smiling  to  the  eyz  of  many"— as  Master 
Laneham  hath  it  in  his  celebrated  letter.*  I  shall  leave 
you  to  finish  the  picture,  which  such  a  sketch  may 
suggest,  by  referring  you  to  your  favourite,  Thomson."+ 

Lis.  Your  account  of  so  extraordinary  a  bibliomaniac 
U  quite  amusing:   but  I  suspect  you  exaggerate  a  little. 

"  Nay,  Lisardo,  I  speak  nothing  but  the  truth.  In 
Ijook-reputation,  Atticus  unites  eiII  the  activity  of  Dc 
Witt  and  Lomanie,  with  the  retentiveiiess  of  Magliabechi 
and  the  learning  of  Le  Long.|  And  yet — he  has  his 
peccant  part." 

Lis.     Speak,  I  am  anxious  to  know. 

"  Yes,  Lisardo ;  although  what  Lcichius  hath  said  of 
the  library  attached  to  the  senate-house  of  Leipsic  be 
justly  applicable  to  his  own  extraordinary  collection§ — 
yet  Atticus  doth  sometimes  sadly  err.  He  has  now  and 
then  an  imgovemable  passion  to  possess  more  copies  of 
a  book  than  there  were  ever  parties  to  a  deed,  or  stamina 
to  a  plant :  and  therefore  I  cannot  call  him  a  dupli- 
cate or  triplicate  collector.  His  best  friends  scold — his 
most  respectable  rivals  censure — and  a  whole  '  mob  of 
gentlemen'  who  think  to  collect  '  with  ease,'  threaten 
vengeance  against — him,  for  this  despotic  sjiirit  which 
he  evinces ;  and  which  1  fear  nothing  can  stay  or  modify 
but  an  act  of  parliament  that  no  gentleman  shall  pur- 
chase more  than  two  copies  of  a  work  ;  one  for  his  town, 
the  other  for  his  country,  residence. 

*  "  HHi/iain,  part  <if  tilt  EitCaiaiHtRent  unloo  lit  QutBU  MBJaly  qf  KHUngmyrth 
CaiUi*  WarmdcShttr,  &c.,  lG7e,  ui^i/wj."  edit  1781,  p.  11. 

+  JW.™,T.  619,  701,  fto. 

;  Tbo  reodar  will  be  pleaead  to  turn  for  one  minute  to  pages  19,  85,  8G, 


ac  prapenai,  iq  iDTandam  eruditionem  itudii  inaigTie  imprimiB 
rooiiumentuni  eiatai,  Bibliotheoa  instmctiBiima,  wcrBriuoi  bonn  mentj  dicatnoi, 
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Phil.  But  dors  he  utone  for  bis  sad  error  1^  bein^ 
liberal  in  the  loan  of  his  volumes  1 

"  Most  completely  so,  Philemon.  This  is  the  '  pars 
melior'  of  every  book  collector,  and  it  is  indee<l  the 
better  part  with  Atticws.  The  learned  and  curious,  whe- 
ther rich  or  poor,  have  always  free  access  to  his  library — 

His  votnines,  open  as  his  heart, 
Delight^  amiiK'ment,  science,  art, 
To  eveiy  ear  and  eye  impart. 

His  books,  therefore,  are  not  a  stagnant  reservoir  of 
unprofitable  water,  as  are  those  of  Pontevallo's  ;  but 
like  a  thousand  rills,  which  mn  down  from  the  lake  on 
Snowdon's  summit,  after  a  plentiful  fall  of  rain,  they 
serve  to  fertilize  and  adorn  every  thing  to  which  they 
extend.  In  consequence,  he  sees  himself  reflected  in  a 
thousand  mirrors :  and  has  a  right  to  be  vain  of  the 
numerous  dedications  to  him,  and  of  the  richly  orna- 
mented robes  in  which  he  is  attired  by  his  gratefol 
friends." 

Lis.  Long  life  to  Atticus,  and  to  all  such  book  heroes  ! 
Now  pray  inform  me  who  is  yonder  gentleman,  of  ma- 
jestic mien  and  shape?— and  who  strikes  a  stranger  with 
as  much  interest  as  Agamemnon  did  Priam — when  the 
Grecian  troop.s  passed  at  a  distance  in  order  of  review, 
while  the  Trojan  monarch  and  Helen  were  gossippin^ 
with  each  other  on  the  battlements  of  Troy  ! 

"  That  gentlemiin,  Lisardo,  is  Hortensius  ;  who,  yon 
see  is  in  close  conversation  with  an  intimate  friend  and 
fellow-bibliomaniac — that  ycleped  is  Ulpian.  They  are 
both  honourable  members  of  an  honourable  profession ; 
and  although  they  have  formerly  sworn  to  purchase  no 
old  book  but  Machlinia's  first  edition  of  Liittleton's 
Tenures,  yet  they  cannot  resist,  now  and  then,  the 
delicious  impulse  of  becoming  masters  of  a  black-letter 
chronicle  or  romance.  Taste  and  talent  of  various,  kind 
they  both  possess ;  and  'tis  truly  pleasant  to  see  gen- 
tlemen and  scholars,  engaged  in  h  laborious  profession, 
in  whidi,  comparatively,  '  little  vegetation  quickens,  and 
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few  salutary  plants  take  root,'  findins^  '  a  pleasant  grove 
for  their  mts  to  walk  in'  amidst  rows  of  beautifully 
bound,  and  intrinsically  precious,  volumes.  They  feel  it 
delectable,  '  from  (he  loop-holes  of  such  a  retreat,'  to 
peep  at  the  multifarious  pursuits  of  their  brethren ;  and 
while  they  discover  some  busied  in  a  perversion  of  book- 
taste,  and  others  preferring  the  short-lived  pleasures  of 
sensual  gpratifications  —  which  must  '  not  be  named' 
among  good  bibliomaniacs — they  can  sit  comfortably  by 
their  fire-sides  ;  and,  pointing  to  a  well-furnished  library, 
say  to  their  wives — who  heartily  sympathize  in  the  sen- 
timent— ■ 

This  gives  as  health,  or  &dils  to  life  a  day  ]"* 

Lis.  When  I  come  to  town  to  settle,  pray  introduce 
me  to  these  amiable  and  sensible  bibliomaniacs.  Now 
gratify  a  curiosity  that  I  feel  to  know  the  name  and 
idiaracter  of  yonder  respectably-looking  gentleman,  in 
the  dress  of  the  old  school,  who  is  speaking  in  so 
gracious  a  manner  to  Bernardo? 

"Tis  Leontes  :  a  man  of  taste,  and  an  accomplished 
antiquary.  Even  yet  he  continues  to  gratify  his  favourite 
passion  for  book  and  print-collecting;  although  his 
library  is  at  once  choice  and  copious,  and  his  collection 
of  prints  exquisitely  fine.  He  yet  enjoys,  in  the  evening 
of  life,  all  that  unruffled  temper  and  gentlemanly  address 
which  delighted  so  much  in  his  younger  days,  and  which 
will  always  render  him,  in  his  latter  years,  equally  inte- 
resting and  adrob-ed.  Like  Atticiis,  he  is  liberal  in  the 
loan  of  his  treasures ;  and,  as  with  him,  so  'tis  with 
Leontes— the  spirit  of  book-collecting  'assumes  the 
dignity  of  a  virtne.'+  Peace  and  comfort  be  the  atten- 
dant spirits  of  Leontes,  through  life,  and  in  death  :  the 
happiness  of  a    better    world    await    him    beyond    the 

[  •  Bc»ilhw»ite"s-lra«'>aftP"Ma».lib.4.  p.  15,  edit,  163E.  The  two  Imme- 
'  diatvl;  loUowing  tbmm,  wbioh  are  worthy  ol  Dryden,  may  quietly  crecii  io  hero  : 
'  OihclpailociiytdtKiaDty.  or  npntn 

Our  clwp-'airu  diHkg,  uT  wlDtu-molted  hiln. 
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grave !  His  memory  will  always  be  hdd  in  reverence  by 
honest  bibliomaniacs;  and  a  dne  sense  of  his  kindncBS 
towards  myself  shall  constantly  be  impressed  npcm  me — 

Dam  memor  ipse  mei,  dam  Rpiiitus  hoe  regret  artoB. 

Phil.  Amen.  With  Leontes  I  suppose  yon  dose  your 
account  of  the  most  notorious  bibliomaniacs  ¥rfao  g«ne^ 
rally  attend  book  sales  in  person ;  for  I  observe  no  other 
person  who  mingles  with  those  already  described — onleas 
indeed,  three  very  active  young  ones,  who  occasioiiaUy 
converse  with  each  other,  and  now  and  then  have  their 
names  affixed  to  some  very  expensive  purchases — 

^^  They  are  the  three  Mercurii,  oftentimes  dqpoted  by 
distinguished  bibliomaniacs :  who,  fearftd  of  the  sharp- 
shooting  powers  of  their  adversaries,  if  they  themudoa 
should  appear  in  the  ranks,  like  prudent  g^ierals^  keep 
aloof.  But  their  aidesnle-camp  are  not  always  suooessfbl 
in  their  missions ;  for  such  is  the  obstinacy  with  which 
book*battles  are  now  contested,  that  it  requires  three 
times  the  number  of  guns  and  weight  of  metal  to  aooam- 
plish  a  particular  object  to  what  it  did  when  John  Duke 
of  Marlborough  wore  his  full-bottomed  periwig  at  the 
battle  of  Blenheim. 

^' Others- there  are,  again,  who  employ  these  Mercurii 
from  their  own  inability  to  attend  in  person,  owingf  to 
distance,  want  of  time,  and  other  similar  causes.  Hence, 
many  a  desperate  bibliomaniac  keeps  in  the  back-gronnd ; 
while  the  public  are  wholly  ynacquainted  with  his 
curious  and  rapidly-increasing  treasures.  Hence  SlR* 
Tristram,  embosomed  in  his  forest-retreat, 

—down  the  steepy  linn 
That  hems  his  little  garden  in, 

is  constantly  increasing  his  stores  of  tales  of  genii, 
fairies,  fays,  ghosts,  hobgoblins,  magicians,  highwaymen, 
and  desperadoes — and  equally  acceptable  to  him  is  a 
copy  of  Castalio's  elegant  version  of  Homer,  and  of  St 
Dunstan's  book  "  De  Occulta  Philasaphia;"  concerning 
which  latttcr,   Elias    Ashmole  is  vehement    in  commen- 
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Fflation.*  From  all  these  (after  melting  them  down  in  iiis 
I  own  unparalleled  poetical  crucible — which  hath  charms 
I  polent  as  the  witches'  cauldron  in  Macbeth)  he  gives 
)  world  many  a  wondrous-sweet  son^.  Who  that  has 
]  the  exquisite  povms,  of  the  fame  of  which  all  Britain 
from  side  to  side,'  shall  deny  to  such  ancient 
legends  a  power  to  charm  and  instruct  1  Or  who,  that 
possesses  a  copy  of  Prosprro's  excellent  volumes,  al- 
thoug-h  composed  in  a  different  strain  (yet  stitl  more 
Anitful  in  ancient  matters),  shall  not  love  the  memory 
Uid  exalt  the  renown  of  such  transcendent  biblioma- 
s  1  The  library  of  Prospero  is  indeed  acknowledged 
D  be  without  a  rival  in  its  way.  How  pleasant  it  is, 
tear  Philemon,  only  to  contemplate  such  a  goodly  pros- 
pect of  elegantly  bound  volumes  of  old  English  and 
I'rench  literature  ! — and  to  think  of  the  matchless  stores 
Which  they  contain,  relating  to  our  ancient  popular  tales 
«nd  romantic  legends ! 

"  Allied  to  this  library,  in  the  general  complexion  of 
its  literary  treasures,  is  that  of  Marcbllijs  :  while  in 
the  possession  of  numberless  rare  and  precious  volumes 
^dating  to  the  drama,  and  especially  to  his  beloved 
'Shakespeare,  it  must  be  acknowledged  that  Marcel  I  us 
ihtith  somewhat  the  superiority.  Meritorious  as  have 
"heea  bis  labours  in  the  illustration  of  our  immortal  bard, 
^e  is  yet  as  zcatoos,  vigilant,  and  anxious,  as  ever,  to 
ittcoimalate  every  thing  which  may  tend  to  the  fiirther 
illustration  of  him.  Enter  his  book-cabinet;  and  with 
the  sight  of  how  many  unique  pieces  and  tracts  are  your 
ardent  eyes  blessed!  Just  so  it  is  with  Auhelius!  He 
also,  with  the  three  last  mentioned  bibliomaniacs,  keeps 
up  a  constant  (ire  at  book  auctions;  although  he  is  not 
personally  seen  in  seciu^g  the  spoils  wiiich  he  makes. 
I' Unparalleled  as  an  antiquary  in  Caledonian  history  and 
)etry,  and  passionately  attached  to  every  thing  con- 
nected with   the  fate  of  the  lamented   Mary,  as  well   as 

*  Ha  who  riiBll  hsTe  the  happtuem  to  meet  vitb  St,  DuTutan'a  Worke  "  De 
la  Piiletepila,"  moj  therein  reads  sttuh  utorios  as  vrlll  uuko  him  aauu'd,  ka. 
1.  to  hla  rActfrun  Chtmiciun,  dgo  A.,  1.  rav. 
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with  that  of  the  great  poetical  contemporaries^  Spenaer 
and  Shakespeare,  Aurelins  is  indefatigable  in  the  pursuit 
of  such  ancient  lore  as  may  add  valne  to  the  stores, 
however  precious,  which  he  possesses.  His  Noctes  AtikxB, 
devoted  to  the  elucidation  of  the  history  of  his  native 
country,  will  erect  to  his  memory  a  splendid  and  impe- 
rishable monument.  These,  my  dear  firiends,  these  are 
the  virtuous  and  usefol,  and  therefore  salutary  ends  ot 
book<-collecting  and  book-reading.  Such  characters  aie 
among  the  proudest  piUars  that  adorn  the  greatest 
nations  upon  earth. 

^^Let  me,  however,  not  forget  to  mention  that  there 
are  bashful  or  busy  bibliomaniacs,  who  keep  aloof  from 
book-sales,  intent  only  upon  securing,  by  means  of  these 
Mercurii,  stainless  or  large  paper  copies  of  ancient  litem* 
ture.  While  Mbnalgas  sees  his  oblong  cabinet  decorated 
with  such  a  tall,  well-dressed,  and  perhaps  matchless, 
regiment  of  Variorum  Classics,  he  has  little  or  no  ooca* 
sion  to  regret  his  unavoidable  absence  from  the  field  ot 
battle,  in  the  Strand  or  Pall  Mall.  And  yet — although 
he  is  environed  with  a  body  guard,  of  which  the  great 
Frederick's  father  might  have  envied  him  the  possession, 
he  cannot  help  casting  a  wishful  eye,  now  and  then,  upon 
still  choicer  and  taller  troops  which  he  sees  in  the  ter- 
ritories of  his  rivals.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  would 
not  sacrifice  the  whole  right  wing  of  his  army,  for  the 
securing  of  some  magnificent  treasures  in  the  empire  of 
his  neighbour  Rinaldo  :  for  there  he  sees,  and  adores, 
with  the  rapture-speaking  eye  of  a  classical  biblio- 
maniac, the  tall,  wide,  thick,  clean,  brilliant,  and  illii- 
minated  copy  of  the  ^r^^  JUvy  upon  vellum— enshrined 
in  an  impenetrable  oaken  case,  covered  with  dioioe 
morocco ! 

**  There  he  often  witnesses  the  adoration  paid  to  this 
glorious  object,  by  some  bookish  pilgrim,  who,  as  the 
evening  sun  reposes  softly  upon  the  hill,  pushes  onward, 
through  copse,  wood,  moor,  heath,  bramble,  and  t^ktet, 
to  feast  his  eyes  upon  the  mellow  lustre  of  its  leaves;, 
and  upon  the  nice  execution  of  its  typography.    Menalcas 
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sees  all  this ;  and  yet  has  too  noble  a  heart  to  envy 
Rinaldo  his  treasurea!  These  bibliomaniacs  often  meet 
and  view  their  respective  forces ;  but  never  witli  hostile 
eyes.  They  know  their  relative  stren^h  ;  and  wisely 
console  themselves  by  being  each  '  eminent  in  his  de- 
gree.' Like  Corregio,  they  are  '  also  painters'  in  their 
way." 

Phil.  A  well-a-day,  Lisardo !  Does  not  this  recital 
c^ill  your  blood  with  despair  1  Instead  of  mEiking  your 
pDTchases,  you  are  only  listening  supinely  to  our 
frieud  ! 

Lis.  Not  exactly  so.  One  of  these  obliging  Mercurii 
has  already  executed  a  few  commissions  for  me.  You 
forget  that  our  friend  entered  into  a  little  chat  with  him, 
just  before  we  took  iMWsession  of  oar  seats.  As  to  de- 
spair of  obtaining  book- gems  similar  to  those  of  the 
four  last  mentioned  bibliomaniacs,  I  know  not  what  to 
say — yet  this  I  think  must  be  granted :  no  one  could 
make  a  better  use  of  them  than  their  present  owners. 
See,  the  elder  Mcrcui'ius  comes  to  teli  me  of  a  plea- 
sant acquisition  to  my  library !  What  a  murmur  and 
confusion  prevail  about  the  auctioneer !  Good  news,  I 
trust? 

At  this  moment  Lisardo  received  intelligence  that  he 
bad  obtained  possession  of  Ihc  catalogues  of  the  books  of 
Bunau,  Crevenna,  and  Pinelli ;  and  that,  after  a  desperate 
stru^le  with  Quihquiliuh,  he  came  off  victorious  in  a 
conte^  for  De  Bure's  Bibliograpfae  Instructive,  Gaignat's 
(Jataioyve,  and  the  two  copious  ones  of  the  Duke  de 
la  VaUkre:  these  four  latter  being  half-bound  and  uncut, 
in  nineteen  volumes.  Transport  lit  up  the  countenance  of 
Lisardo,  upon  his  receiving  this  intelligence ;  but  as  plea- 
sure and  pain  go  hand  in  hand  in  this  world,  so  did  this 
young  and  unsuspecting  bibliomaniac  evince  heavy  afQic- 
tion,  on  being  told  that  he  had  failed  in  his  attack  upon 
the  best  editions  of  Le  Long's  BiblxoUieca  Sacra,  Fresnoy's 
Methode  pour  etudier  VHistoire,  and  BaiDet's  Jugemens 
des  Savons — these  having  been  carried  off,  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  by  an  irresistible  onset  from  Atticus. 
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Remember,  my  friend/'  said  I,  in  a  soothing  strain, 

remember  that  you  are  but  a  Polydore ;  and  most  ex* 
pect  to  fall  when  you  encounter  Achilles.*  Think  of  the 
honour  you  have  acquired  in  this  day's  glorious  contest ; 
and,  when  you  are  drenching  your  cups  of  daret,  at 
your  hospitable  board,  contemplate  your  De  Bure  as  a 
trophy  which  will  always  make  you  respected  by  your 
visitors!  I  am  glad  to  see  you  revive.  Yet  further 
intelligence  ? 

Lis.  My  good  Mercurius,  for  whom  a  knife  and  fork 
shall  always  be  laid  at  my  table,  has  just  informed  me 
that  Cl^nent's  Bihtiotheqm  Curieuse,  and  Panzer's  Tjfpo- 
graphical  Annals,  are  knocked  down  to  me,  after  Mus- 
tapha  had  picked  me  out  for  single  combat,  and  battered 
my  breast-plate  with  a  thousand  furious  stnkea ! 

"  You  must  always,"  said  I,  **  expect  tough  woik  firom 
such  an  enemy,  who  is  fiequ^itly  both  wanton  and  wild. 
But  I  congratulate  you  heartily  on  the  event  of  this 
day's  contest  Let  us  now  pack  up  and  pay  for  our 
treasures.  Your  servant  has  just  entered  the  tooool,  and 
the  chaise  is  most  probably  at  the  door." 

Lis.  I  am  perfectly  ready.  Mercurins  tells  me  that  the 
whole  amounts  to 

Phil.  Upwards  of  thirty  guineas  ? 

Lis.  Hard  upon  forty  pounds.  Here  is  the  draft  npon 
my  banker :  and  then  for  my  precious  tomes  of  biblio- 
graphy !  A  thousand  thanks,  my  friend.  I  love  this  place 
of  all  things;  and,  after  your  minute  account  ot  the 
characters  of  those  who  frequent  it,  I  feel  a  strong 
propensity  to  become  a  deserving  member  of  so  respect- 
able a  fraternity.  Leaving  them  all  to  return  to  their 
homes  as  satisfied  as  myself,  I  wish  them  a  hearty  good 
day. 

Upon  saying  this^  we  followed  Lisardo  and  his  biUit 


*  The  reader  may  peruse  the  affecting  death  of  this  beantif lil  yoittii,  hj 
moroUen  Achilles,   from  the  407  to  418th  yorse  of  the  xxth  book  of 
Iliad,      Fortunately  for  LisardOi  he  survives  the  contest^  and  e?eii 
revenge. 
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graphical  treasures  into  the  chaise ;  and  instantly  set 
off,  at  a  sharp  trot,  for  the  quiet  and  comfort  of  green 
fields  and  running;  streams.  As  we  rolled  over  West- 
minster-bridge, We  bade  farewell,  like  the  historian  of 
the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  to  the 

"  Fnmum  et  opea  atrepitumque  Roinio." 
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DK.    HENRY'S  HISTORY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN, 
t  GAMB  AT  CHESS.— OF  MON AGEISM  AND  CHIVALRY. 

DINNER  AT  LORENZO'S. 
SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  BOOK-COLLECTORS  IN  ENGLAND. 


This  Ht  Kram^.  Dud  Vlnoe'H  lelf  sppnvsa  ;— 
Her«  CD1D0  tliQ  gnev^d,  a  ohuige  of  Ihunght  to  find ; 
TIjb  cuiiouB  hen,  to  f«ed  a  tii^ving  mind : 
Hem  the  dDVDQtt  tlieir  pracefn]  temple  ahu^e  ; 
And  hue,  ths  poat  meeU  bli  fkTODjIng  Hnae. 


-if,.«4A=~-^ia^sag 
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DB.  HBNnY-8  HISTOBY  OP  GREAT  CBJTAIS. 

A  QAaS  OF  CBE83.-0F  MONACHISM  ABB  CHITALET. 

DINNER  AT  LORENZO'S. 

SOUE  ACCDUHT  OF  BOOK.COLLECTORa  IS  EKOLAND. 


URING  the  first  seven 
miles  of  our  return 
from  the  busy  scene 
which  has  just  be«n 
described,  it  wiis  suf- 
ficiently obvious  that 
IJsardo  was  sufTering 
a.  little  under  the 
pangs  of  mortifica- 
tion. True  it  was,  be 
had  filled  his  pocket  with  an  ampler  supply 
of  pistoles  than  it  ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  Gil 
Blaa,  at  the  same  time  of  life,  to  be  master  of; 
but  he  had  not  calculated  upon  the  simUar 
condition  of  bis  competitors;  some  of  whom 
had  yet  greater  powers  of  pm-chnse,  and  a 
fnore  resolute  determination,  as  well  as  nicer 
skill,  in  exercising  these  powers,  than  himself. 
Thas  rushing  into  the  combat  with  the  heat 
and   vehemence   of    youth,   be    was   of  necessity 


144  THE  LIBBABY. 

compelled  to  experience  the  disappointment  attendant 
upon  such  precipitancy.  It  wa^  in  vain  that  Philemon 
and  myself  endeavoured  to  make  him  completely  sa- 
tisiied  nith  his  punhasc:  nothing  produced  a  look  ot 
complacency  from  him.  At  length,  upon  seeing-  the 
rising  ground  which  was  within  two  or  three  miles  of 
our  respective  homes,  he  cheered  up  by  degrees;  and 
a  sadden  thought  of  the  treasures  contained  in  his 
Clement,  De  Bure  and  Panzer,  darted  a  gleam  of  satis- 
faction across  his  countenance.  His  eyes  resumed  their 
wonted  brilliancy,  and  all  the  natural  gaiety  of  his  dis- 
position returned  with  full  effect  to  banish  every  vapour 
of  melancholy.  "  Indeed,  my  good  friend,"  said  he  to 
me — "  I  shall  always  have  reason  to  think  and  speak 
well  of  your  kindness  shewn  towards  me  this  day  ;  and 
although  some  years  may  elapse  beJore  a  similar  col- 
lection may  be  disposed  of — and  I  must  necessarily 
wait  a  tedious  period  'ere  I  get  possession  of  Maittaire, 
Audiffredi,  and  others  of  the  old  school — yet  I  hope  to 
convince  Lysander,  on  the  exhibition  of  my  purchase, 
that  my  conversion  to  bibliography  has  been  sincere. 
Yes:  I  perceive  that  I  have  food  enough  to  digest^ 
in  the  volumes  which  are  now  my  travelling  com- 
panions, for  two  or  three  years  to  come — and  if,  by 
keeping  a  sharp  look-out  upon  booksellers'  catalogues 
when  they  are  first  published,  I  can  catch  hold  of  Vogt, 
Schelhom  and  Heinecken,  my  progress  in  bibliography, 
within  the  same  period,  must  be  downright  marvellous !" 
"I  congratulate  you,"  exclaimed  Philemon,  "upon  the 
return  ot  your  reason  and  good  sense.  I  began  to  think 
that  the  story  of  Orlando  had  been  thrown  away  upon 
you ;  and  that  his  regular  yearly  purchases  of  a  certain 
set  of  books,  and  making  himself  master  of  their  prin- 
cipal contents  before  he  ventured  upon  another  similar, 
purchase,  had  already  been  banished  from  your  recol- 
lection." 

We  were  now  fast  approaching  the  end  of  our 
journey  ;  when  the  grroora  of  Lorenzo,  mounted  apon 
a  well-bred  courser,  darted  quickly  by  the  chaise,  ap- 
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parently  mal;in;jf  towards  my  house— but  on  turning 
his  head,  and  perceiving  mc  within  it,  he  drew  up  and 
bade  the  postilion  stop.  A  note  from  his  master  soon 
disclosed  the  reason  of  this  interruption.  Lorenzo, 
u|>on  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  Lysander  and  Philemon, 
and  of  their  wish  to  visit  his  lilirary,  had  sent  us  aJI 
three  a  kind  invitation  to  dine  with  him  on  the  morrow. 
His  close  intimacy  with  Lisardo  (who  was  liis  neig-h- 
txmr)  had  left  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  latter  but 
that  a  similar  note  had  been  sent  to  his  own  house. 
After  telling  the  messenger  that  we  would  not  fail  to 
pay  oar  respects  to  his  master,  we  drove  briskly  home- 
wards ;  and  found  Lysander  sitting  on  a  stile  under 
some  wide-spreading  beech  trees,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
paddock,  expecting  our  arrival.  In  less  than  half  an 
hour  we  sat  down  to  dinner  (at  a  time  greatly  beyond 
what  I  was  accustomed  to) ;  regaling  Lysander.  during 
the  repast,  with  an  account  of  the  contest  we  had  wit- 
nessed; and  every  now  and  then  preventing  Lisardo 
from  rushing  towards  his  packet  (even  in  the  midst  of 
his  Jricandeau),  and  displaying  his  book  -  treasures. 
After  dinner,  our  discussion  assumed  a  more  methodical 
shape.  Lysander  bestowed  his  hearty  commendations 
upon  the  purchase ;  and,  in  order  to  whet  the  biblio- 
maniacal  appetite  of  his  young  convert,  he  slyly  ob- 
served tliat  Am  set  of  De  Bure's  pieces  were  luilf  boutid 
and  ancut ;  and  that  by  having  them  bound  in  morocco, 
with  gilt  leaves,  he  would  excel  my  omx  set ;  which 
latter  was  coated  in  a  prettily-sprinkled  calf  leather, 
with  speckled  edges.  Lisardo  could  not  repress  the 
joyful  sensations  which  this  remark  excited ;  and  I  ob- 
served that,  whenever  his  eyes  glanced  upon  my  shelves, 
he  afterwards  returned  them  upon  his  own  httle  col- 
lection, with  a  look  of  complacency  mingled  with  ex- 
ultation. It  was  evident,  therefore,  that  he  was  now 
thoroughly  reconciled  to  his  fortmie. 

L^'SAND.  During  your  absence,  I  have  been  reading 
a  very  favourite  work  of  mine — Db.  Hknry's  History 
of  CretU  Britain;    especially    that  part  of  it  which   I 
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prefer  so  much  to  the  history  of  human  cunning  and 
human  slaughter ;  I  mean^  the  acxx>unt  of  learning  and 
of  learned  men. 

Phil.  It  is  also  a  great  favourite  with  me.  But 
while  I  regret  the  inexcuseable  omission  of  an  index 
to  such  a  voluminous  work,  and  the  inequality  of  Mr. 
Andrews's  partial  continuation  of  it,  I  must  be  per^ 
mitted  to  observe  that  the  history  of  our  literature 
and  learned  men  is  not  the  most  brilliant,  or  best  ex- 
ecuted, part  of  Dr.  Henry's  valuable  labours.  There 
are  many  omissions  to  supply,  and  much  interesting 
additional  matter  to  bring  forward,  even  in  some  of  the 
most  elaborate  parts  of  it.  His  account  of  the  arts 
might  also  be  improved ;  although  in  conmierce,  man- 
ners and  customs,  I  think  he  has  done  as  much,  and  as 
well,  as  could  reasonably  be  expected.  I  question,  how- 
ever, whether  his  work,  from  the  plan  upon  which  U 
is  executed,  will  ever  become  so  popular  as  its  fondest 
admirers  seem  to  hope. 

Lysand.  You  are  to  consider,  Philemon,  that  in  the 
execution  of  such  an  important  whole,  in  the  erection 
of  so  immense  a  fabric,  some  parts  must  necessarily  be 
finished  in  a  less  workman-like  style  than  others.  And, 
after  all,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  caprice  in  our  criti- 
cisms. You  fancy,  in  this  fabric  (if  I  may  be  allowed 
to  go  on  with  my  simile),  a  boudoir,  a  hall,  or  a  stair- 
case; and  fix  a  critical  eye  upon  a  recess  badly  con- 
trived, an  oval  badly  turned,  or  pillars  weakly  put 
together: — ^the  builder  says.  Don't  look  at  these  parts 
of  the  fabric  with  such  fastidious  nicety ;  they  are  sub- 
ordinate. If  my  boudoir  will  hold  a  moderate  collection 
of  old-fashioned  Dresden  China,  if  my  staircase  be 
stout  enough  to  conduct  you  and  your  company  to  the 
upper  rooms ;  and,  if  my  hall  be  spacious  enough  to 
hold  the  hats,  umbrellas  and  walking-sticks  of  your 
largest  dinner-party,  they  answer  the  ends  proposed: — 
unless  you  would  live  in  your  boudoir,  upon  your  stair- 
case, or  within  your  hall !  The  fact  then  is,  yon, 
Philemon,  prefer  the  boudoir,   and  might,  perhaps,  im- 
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prove  npon  its  structure ;  but,  recollect,  there  are  places 
in  a  houise  of  equal,  or  perhaps  more,  consequence  than 
this  beloved  boudoir.  Now,  to  make  the  obvious  ap- 
plication to  the  work  which  has  j^iven  rise  to  this 
wonderful  stretch  of  imaf^ation  on  my  part : — Dr. 
Henry  is  the  builder,  and  his  history  is  the  building, 
in  question :  in  the  latter  he  had  to  put  together,  with 
skill  and  credit,  a  number  of  weighty  parts,  of  which 
the  "Civil  and  £cclesiasticaC'  is  undoubtedly  the  most 
important  to  the  generality  of  readers.  But  one  of  these 
component  parts  was  the  The  History  of  Learning  and 
nf  Leanied  Men  ;  which  its  author  probably  thought  of 
sabordinate  consequence,  or  in  the  management  of 
which,  to  allow  you  the  full  force  of  your  objection, 
he  was  not  so  well  skilled.  Yet,  still,  never  before 
having  been  thus  connected  with  such  a  building,  it 
was  undoubtedly  a  delightful  acquisition ;  and  I  ques- 
tion whether,  if  it  had  been  more  elaborately  executed 
— if  it  had  exhibited  all  the  fret-work  and  sparkling 
potnls  which  you  seem  to  conceive  necessary  to  its 
completion  ;  I  question,  whether  the  popularity  of  the 
work  would  have  been  even  so  great  as  it  is,  and  as 
it  unquestionably  merits  to  be !  A  few  passionately- 
smitten  literary  antiquaries  are  not,  perhaps,  the  fittest 
judges  of  such  a  production.  To  be  genemlly  aseful 
and  profitable  should  be  the  objtxrt  of  every  author  of 
a  similar  publication ;  and  as  far  as  candour  and  liber- 
ality of  sentiment,  an  unaifected  and  manly  style,  ac- 
com])anied  ^vith  weighty  matter,  extensive  research,  and 
faithtiU  quotation,  render  a  work  nationally  valaable 
—  the  work  of  Dr.  Henry,  on  these  grounds,  is  an 
ornament  and  honour  to  his  country. 

Phil,  Yet  I  wish  he  had  rambled  (if  you  will  per- 
mit me  so  to  speak)  a  little  more  into  book-men  and 
book-anecdotes. 

LvSAND.  You  may  indulge  this  wish  very  innocently; 
bat,  certainly,  you  ought  not  to  censure  Dr.  Henry  for 
the  omissi'V  of  such  minutiae. 

Lib.  I  oes  he  ever  quote  Clement,  De  Bure,  or  Panzer  ? 
L  2 
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Lysand.  Away  with  such  bibliomoniacal  firenzy! 
He  quotes  solid,  useHil  and  respectable  authorities; 
chiefly  our  old  and  most  valuable  historians..  No  writer 
before  him  ever  did  them  so  much  justice,  or  displayed 
e  more  familiar  acquaintance  with  them. 

Lis.  Do  pray  give  us,  Lysander,  some  little  sketches 
of  book-characters — which,  I  admit,  did  not  ent^r  inte 
the  plan  of  Dr.  Henry's  excellent  work.  As  I  possess 
the  original  quarto  ^ition  of  this  latter,  bound  in 
Russia,  you  wiU  not  censure  me  for  a  want  of  respect 
towards  the  author. 

Phil.  I  second  Lisardo's  motion;  although  I  fiBar 
the  evening  presses  too  hard  upon  us  to  admit  of  much 
present  discussion. 

Lysand.  Nothing — (speaking  most  unaffectedly  firom 
my  heart)  nothing  affords  me  sincerer  pleasure  than 
to  do  any  thing  in  my  power  which  may  please  such 
cordial  friends  as  yourselves.  My  pretensions  to  that 
sort  of  antiquarian  knowledge^  which  belongs  to  the 
history  of  book-collectors,  are  very  poor,  as  you  wdl 
know, — ^they  being  greatly  eclipsed  by  my  zeal  m  the 
same  cause.  But,  as  I  love  my  country  and  my  countrjr's 
literature,  so  no  conversation  or  research  affords  me 
a  livelier  pleasure  than  that  which  leads  me  to  become 
better  acquainted  with  the  ages  which  have  gone  by; 
with  the  great  and  good  men  of  old;  who  have  fimnd 
the  most  imperishable  'monuments  of  their  fiune  in  the 
sympathizing  hearts  of  their  successors.  But  I  am 
wandering — 

Lis.  Go  on  as  you  please,  dear  Lysander ;  for  I  have 
been  too  much  indebted  to  your  conversation  ever  to 
suppose  it  could  diverge  into  any  thing  censoriously 
irrelevant.    Begin  where  and  when  you  please. 

Lysand.  1  assure  you  it  is  far  from  my  intention  to 
make  any  formal  exordium,  even  if  I  knew  the  exact 
object  of  your  request. 

Phil.  Tell  us  all  about  book-collecting  and  Biblio- 
maniacs in  this  country — 

Lis.  ''  Commengez  au  commengement"—  as  the  French 
adage  is. 
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Lysand.  In  sober  truth,  you  impose  upon  me  a  pretty 
tough  task!  ''One  Thousand  and  One  Nights''  would 
hardly  suffice  for  the  execution  of  it ;  and  now,  already, 
I  see  the  owl  flying  across  the  lawn  to  take  her  station 
in  the  neighbouring  oak ;  while  even  the  middle  ground 
of  yonder  landscape  is  veiled  in  the  blue  haziness  of 
evening.  Come  a  short  half  hour,  and  who,  unless  the 
moon  befriend  him,  can  see  the  outline  of  the  village 
church  ?  Thus  gradually  and  imperceptibly,  but  thus 
surely,  succeeds  age  to  youth— death  to  life — eternity 
to  time ! — You  see  in  what  sort  of  mood  I  am  for  the 
performance  of  my  promise  ? 

Lis.  Reserve  these  meditations  for  your  pillow,  dear 
Lysander :  and  now,  again  I  entreat  you — ''  commengez 
au  commengement.'' 

Phil.  Pray  make  a  beginning  only  :  the  conclusion 
shaU  be  reserved,  as  a  desert,  for  Lorenzo's  dinner 
to-morrow. 

Lysand.  Lest  I  should  be  thought  coquettish,  I  will 
act  with  you  as  I  have  already  done ;  and  endeavour  to 
say  something  which  may  grat^y  you  as  before. 

It  has  often  struck  me  my  dear  friends,  continued 
Lysander — (in  a  balanced  attitude,  and  seeming  to  bring 
quietly  together  all  his  scattered  thoughts  upon  the  sub- 
ject) it  has  often  struck  me  that  few  things  have  operated 
more  unfavourably  towards  the  encouragement  of  learn- 
ing, and  of  book-collecting,  than  the  universal  passion 
for  cMvaby — ^which  obtained  towards  the  middle  ages; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  a  monastic  ti/e  seems  to  have 
excited  a  love  of  retirement,  meditation,  and  reading.^ 


*  As  eariy  u  the  sixth  century  commenced  the  cnatom,  in  some  monasteries, 
ol  eopying  ancient  books  and  composing  new  ones.  It  was  the  usual,  and  even 
only,  employment  of  the  first  monks  of  Marmoutier.  A  monastery  without  a 
Hbiwy  was  considered  as  a  fort  or  a  camp  deprived  of  the  necessary  articles  for 
its  defence :  "  olaustrum  sine  armario,  quasi  castrum  sine  armentario."  Peignot, 
Diet  de  Bihliolog.,  vol.  i.,  77.  I  am  fearful  that  this  good  old  bibliomanical 
custom  of  keeping  up  the  credit  of  their  libraries  am6ng  the  monks  had  ceased — 
at  least  in  the  convent  of  Bomsey,  in  Hampshire— toweurds  the  commencement  ai 
the  sixteenth  .century.  One  would  think  that  the  books  had  been  there  disposed 
of  in  bartering  for  strong  liquors ;  for  at  a  visitation  by  Bishop  Fox,  held  there 
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I  admit  readily,  that,  considering  the  long  continaaiioe 
of  the  monastic  orders,  and  that  almost  all  intellectual 
improvement  was  confined  within  the  cloister,  a  yery 
slow  and  partial  progress  was  made  in  literature.  The 
system  of  education  was  a  poor,  stinted,  and  unprodnc- 
tive  one.  Nor  was  it  till  after  the  enterprising  activity 
of  Poggio  had  succeeded  in  securing  a  few  predons 
remains  of  classical  antiquity,^  that  the  wretched  indo- 
lence of  the  monastic  life  began  to  be  diverted  from  a 
constant  meditation  upon  "  antiphoners,  grailes^  and 
psaltcrs,''t  towards  subjects  of  a  more  generally  interest- 
ing nature.  I  am  willing  to  admit  every  d^ree  (tf 
merit  to  the  manual  dexterity  of  the  cloistered  student. 
I  admire  his  snow-white  vellum  missals,  emblazoned 
\\ith  gold,  and  sparkling  with  carmine  and  ultramarine 
blue.  By  the  help  of  the  microscopic  glass,  I  peruse  his 
diminutive  penmanship,  executed  with  the  most  astonish- 
ing neatness  and  regularity ;    and  often  wish  in  my  heart 

in  1506,  Joyce  Rows,  the  abbess,  is  accused  of  immoderate  druikmg,  eqpedaOy  fa 
the  night  time ;  and  of  inviting  the  nuns  to  her  chamber  every  eveomg,  for  tiM 
purpose  of  those  excesses,  *'  post  completorium.**  What  is  frightfU  to  add, — '^Ut 
was  a  rich  couTont,  and  filled  with  ladies  of  the  best  famHies.**  See  Waiton'!! 
cruel  note  in  YnaLifeqf  Sir  Thomas  Pope,  p.  25,  edit.  1772.  A  tender^euled 
bibliomaniac  cannot  but  feel  acutely  on  reflecting  upon  the  many  beantifiiDy- 
illuminated  vellum  books  which  were,  in  all  probability,  exchanged  for  tiMM 
inebriating  gratifications  !  To  balance  this  unfavourable  aocotmt  read  HmaA 
remark  about  the  libraries  in  ancient  monasteries,  in  the  sixth  Yolmne  of  Utmit 
Collectanea,  p.  86-7,  edit.  1774 :  and  especially  the  anecdotes  and  Mttiioritiii 
stated  by  Dr.  Henry  in  book  iii.,  chap,  iv.,  sec.  1. 

*  See  the  first  volume  of  Mr.   Boscoe*s  Lorenzo  de  Medici ;    and  tha  Bm» 

Mr.  Sliepherd*»  LifnofPoffyio  Braeciolini, 

f  When  Queen  Elizabeth  deputed  a  set  of  commissioners  to  ezamina  fnto  tki 
superstitious  books  belonging  to  All-Souls  library,  there  was  returned,  in  tlis  Hit 
of  these  superstitious  works,  "  eight  grailcs,  seven  antiphoners  of  parohnMBl  nA 
bound."  Gutch's  Collectanea  Curiosa,  vol.  ii,  276.  At  page  115,  ante,  tlia  naiv 
will  find  a  definition  of  the  word  "  Antiphoner."  He  is  here  informed  that  a  ^^g^ 
dale'*  or  "  grafl,"  is  a  book  which  ought  to  have  in  it "  the  offioe  of  sprinkB^  hif 
water :  the  be^nings  of  the  masses,  or  the  offices  of  Kyrie,  with  tha  rmtm  lif 
gloria  in  excelsU ;  the  gradates,  or  what  is  gradually  sung  after  tha  epintfaB;  ftl 
hallelujah  and  tracts,  the  sequences,  the  creed  to  be  sung  at  maas,  tha  <ilhrtiflrin 
the  hymns  holy,  and  Lamb  of  God,  the  communion,  &o.,  which  ndata  to  tfai< 
at  the  singing  of  a  solemn  mass."  This  is  the  Rev.  J.  lewis's  aiaooiiBl; 
oputf  voL  iL,  168. 
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that  our  typographers  printed  with  ink  as  glossy  black 
as  that  which  they  sometimes  used  in  their  writing,  I 
admire  all  this ;  and  now  and  Uion,  for  a  g^ulnea  or  two, 
I  purchase  a  specimen  of  such  marvellous  leger-de-main  : 
bat  the  book,  when  purchased,  is  to  me  a  sealed  book. 
And  yet,  Philemon,  I  blame  not  the  individual,  but  the 
age ;  not  the  task,  but  the  task-master ;  for  surely  the 
same  exquisite  and  unrivalled  beauty  would  have  been 
exhibited  in  copying  an  ode  of  Horace,  or  a  dictum  of 
Quinlilian.  Still,  however,  you  may  say  that  the  inten- 
tion, in  all  this,  was  pure  and  meritorious  ;  for  that  such 
a  system  excited  insensibly  a  love  of  quiet,  domestic 
order,  and  seriousness :  while  those  counsels  and  regu- 
lations which  punished  a  "  Clerk  tor  being  a  hunter,"  and 
restricted     "  the  intercourse  of  Concubines,"*   evinced   a 

■  "  0/(1  CUri  Oat  u  an  HuiiUr." 
"We  anUin  tlut  if  any  clsrlc  be  dofamed  of  treepiuii  committod  in  foreHt  or 
park  ot  any  man's,  and  theroar  be  lawfully  eon  lirtad  bat  ore  his  ordinary,  or  do 
«antau  it  to  him,  the  dioaeBan  shaU  mnko  ledomplioa  ihsruor  ta  bis  goods,  jf  ho 
b*Te  goods  after  tbe  quality  af  his  fault ;  and  auah  redsmptiaD  ghall  be  usigned 
to  hini  t»  wbon  the  loss,  hart,  oricjiiry,  is  done  ;  but  if  be  hare  □□  goods,  let 
tiu  biibop  ^rieTDUxly  pitoiab  bis  poiHOCi  acoardiag  ae  tbe  fault  rei[uiroth,  leat 
tbioagb  trust  to  ucapo  pun iahment  they  baldiy  pronune  to  offend."  Ftil.  S6,  rtr: 
vide  infra.  (Tbe  same  prohibitioa  against  oleryymen  boiag  Hnnters  Bfipsara  io 
■  drDUlar  letter,  or  injunctious,  by  Leo,  Archbiahop  of  York,  A.D.  1S36.  "  Item  ; 
they  «ball  Dot  be  oommon  Haitiert  ne  Saieier;  ne  pLiye  at  gsmmes  prohibytede, 
■sdyoeae  and  cartes,  and  such  oiler."  Buroet's  Hill,  qft/u  BiiJonnaUon;  voL  ill. 
p.  138,  "Colleotions.") 

"  0/ihe  rmiouinj  ofCttrLf  CoJustftiBM." 
"Althou^  the  govemon  of  tbe  church  bare  always  laboured  and  ODforoed  to 
drive  uul  cbase  away  f  rum  tbe  hounee  of  the  churcb  that  rottea  cnntagiansaeie  of 
pleasant  filthinesa  with  tbe  which  the  sight  nod  beauty  of  theohurcb  iagrieroagly 
■potted  imd  defiled,  and  yet  could  never  bitberto  biiog  It  to  pass,  seelog  it  is  of 
ao  gnat  a  lewd  boldness  that  it  tbuistotb  in  uoBhamafastly  without  oea^iig ;  we, 
thorafore,'  Jul.     Fol.  IH,  rtet. 

"OfCoiuntbvift.OuUiitoiayfiftiitwi  Oat  ixep  CoanUKtf." 
"How  anbeoomiiip  it  is,  and  how  contrsry  to  the  pureness  of  Chriatiims,  to  touch 
aacred  things  with  lipaaud  bauds  poUutad,  or  any  to  give  the  Ltwi  and  praisings  ot 
oleamteiB,  or  to  present  himself  in  the  Lord's  temple,  when  be  is  defiled  with  the 
■pots  ef  lechery,  not  only  the  divine  and  cjmonioal  laws,  but  also  tbe  monitiODaaf 
aetmiar  prioces,  hath  eridontly  bobd  by  tbo  judgment  of  holy  consideration, 
einiiiiiaDdiiig  and  enjoining  both  discreetly  and  also  wholesomely,  sbaineEacedueee 
nnto  «U  Christ's  faithful,  and  mlDistors  of  the  boly  cburcb.  FoL  131,  net,  Caiuii- 
tmimii  PrtmnciaUa,  and  qf  (Mo  and  OOhoUnc.    Rodmui'G  edit  1S34,  12mo. 
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spirit  of  jurisprudence  which  would  have  dcme  justice  to 
any  age.  Let  us  allow^  then^  if  you  please,  that  a  love 
of  book-reading,  and  of  book-collecting,  was  a  meritori- 
ous trait  in  the  monastic  life ;  and  that  we  are  to  look 
upon  old  abbies  and  convents  as  the  sacred  depositories 
of  the  literature  of  past  ages.  What  can  you  say  in 
defence  ot  your  times  of  beloved  chivalry  ? 

Phil.  Shew  me  in  what  respect  the  gallant  spirit  ot 
an  ancient  knight  was  hostile  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
belles-lettres  ? 

Lysand.  Most  readily.  Look  at  your  old  romanoes, 
and  what  is  the  system  of  education — of  youthful  pur- 
suits—which they  in  general  inculcate?  Intrigue  and 
bloodshed.^  Examine  your  favourite  new  edition  of 
the  Fabliaux  et  Contes  of  the  middle  ages,  collected  by 
Barbazan !  However  the  editor  may  say  that  *^  though 
some  of  these  pieces  are  a  little  too  free,  others  breathe 


On  looking  into  Du  Pin's  EceletiatHeal  History,  vol  ix.,  p.  58,  edit  1099,  I  find 
that  Hugh  of  Dia,  by  the  ninth  canon  in  the  council  of  Poictiera,  (oenty.  zL) 
ordained  "  That  the  sub-deacons,  deacons,  and  priests,  shall  hare  no  ooneabiiie» 
or  any  other  suspicious  women  in  their  houses ;  and  that  all  those  who  ahall 
wittingly  hear  the  mass  of  a  priest  that  keeps  a  ooncubine,  or  is  guilty  of  simonj, 
shall  be  excommunicated." 

*  The  celebrated  LuDOVious  Vives  has  strung  together  a^whole  list  of  tnolflDt 
popular  romances,  calling  them  **  ungracious  books."     The  following  is  his  aaney 
philippic :  "  Which  books  but  idle  men  wrote   unlearned,  and  set  all  upon  filth 
and  Ticiousness ;   in  whom  I  wonder  what  should  delight  men,  but  that  vioe 
pleaseth  them  so  much.    As  for  learning,  none  is  to  be  looked  for  in  those  nMn^ 
which  saw  novor  so  much  as  a  shadow  of  loamiug  themselves.    And  when  they 
tell  ought,  what  delight  can  be  in  those  things  that  be  so  plain  and  fooUah  lieif 
One  killeth  twenty  by  himself  alone,  another  killeth  thirty ;    another,  wovmded 
with  a  hundred  wounds,  and  left  for  dead,  riseth  up  again ;  and  on  the  next  day, 
made  whole  and  strong,  overoometh  two  giants,   and  then  goeth  away  loadan 
with  gold  and  silver  and  precious  stones,  mo  than  a  galley  would  oany  awaj. 
What  madness  is  it  of  folks  to  have  pleasure  in  these  books  1    Also  there  ia  no 
wit  in  them,  but  a  few  words  of  wanton  lust ;    which  be  spoken  to  move  har 
mind  with  whom  they  love,  if  it  chance  she  be  steadfast.    And  if  they  be  read 
but  for  this,  the  best  were  to  make  books  of  bawd's  crafts,  for  in  other  thii^ 
what  craft  can  be  had  of  such  a  maker  that  is  ignorant  of  all  good  oraftf    Ner 
1  never  heard  man  say  that  he  liked  these  books,  but  those  that  nerer  tonoliad 
good  books." — Itutruction  qf  a  ChYutian   Woman,  sign.  D.  1.  rev.,  edit.  ISBfii 
From  the  fifth  chapter  (sufficiently  curious)  of  "  What  books  be  to  be  read,  wai 
what  not." 
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a  Spirit  of  morality  and  religion — "  *  the  main  scope  of 
tiie  poems,  takeu  collectively,  is  that  which  has  just 
tjeen  mentioned.  But  let  ns  come  to  particulars.  What 
is  there  in  the  Ordate  de  Chet'olerie,  or  Le  Casloiement 
d'wi  Pere  d  son  fils  (pieces  in  which  one  would  expect 
a  little  seriousness  of  youthful  instruction),  that  can 
possibly  excite  a  love  of  reading:,  book-collecting,  or 
domestic  quiet  ?  As^ain  ;  let  us  see  what  these  chival- 
rous lads  do,  as  soon  as  they  become  able-bodied  1 
Nothing  but  assault  and  wound  one  another.  R«ad 
concerning    your    favourite    Oliver  of  Castik,f  and  his 


•  VoL  M.,  p.  80.  edit  1808. 

"Whontlis  Idnguw  that  thej  were  puiu&nt  SDOugb  tot  to  niDld  armour 
I  their  oue,  he  gave  them  liceoso  far  to  da  cry  n  Jtutiag  aud  Touruaiiioat. 
wtuch  Oliver  and  Artbub  made  for  to  be  cried,  that  three  aveuturotia 
ighia  ahould  just  ogiiiiist  all  comeni,  the  which  dboald  Had  tham  there  the  first 
tf  of  the  lust;  montb  of  May,  is  oomplete  hornesa,  for  to  just  a^nst  thnr 
iriaa  with  sharp  apeara.  And  the  raid  three  ebampioDB  ahould  just  throe 
dkja  ID  three  ootoura  ;  that  U  to  nit,  in  blook.  grey  Bod  Tiolat— and  their  nhield* 
of  the  nne  hue ;  and  them  to  find  on  the  third  day  at  the  liste.  There  justed 
^Tonfauiig  knighU  of  the  ting's  court:  and  the  justing  woe  more  ojptnr  of 
tboM  young  koigbta  than  ever  they  had  aeen  any  in  that  uountry.  And,  by  the 
I^nn  of  the  ladiea,  they  did  bo  knightly,  every  onei,  that  it  was  not  possible  for 
to  do  better,  as  thsm  thought,  by  their  atroko^  But,  above  all  other,  Ouvbb 
*dA  Abtbdh  (his  loyal  follon)  tiad  the  bnil  ami  loot.  The  justing  endured. 
long  :  it  was  marvel  to  see  the  hidooui  strokes  that  tliey  dealt ;  for  the  justing 
bird  DOt  Bnisbed  bo  won  but  that  the  aight  i^xired  them.  Nevertheleivi,  the 
admwT  pKty  abode  'till  the  torches  wore  light.  But  the  ladies  and  ilanmi/Klla, 
that  of  all  the  justing  time  hod  been  them,  wore  weary,  and  would  depart, 
Whsfvfore  the  justers  departed  in  likewise,  and  vont  and  disarmed  them  (or  to 
come  to  the  banquet  or  feast.  And  when  that  the  banquet  waa  finished  and 
done,  the  danoes  began.  And  there  come  the  king  and  the  vaiiant  knights  of 
■nDo,  for  to  enquire  of  the  ladies  and  daimnfutUiij  who  that  bad  best  borne  him 
•■  for  that  day.  Tbe  laities,  which  were  all  of  one  accord  and  agreement,  said 
that  Olivsr  and  Arthur  hail  surmounted  all  the  boeb  doers  of  that  journey.  And 
hy  cause  that  Oliver  and  Arthur  wero  both  of  tine  party,  and  that  they  could 
flod  but  little  difference  botwoon  thorn  of  knighthood,  they  knew  not  tbe  which 
tbej  might  mstain.  But,  in  the  end,  they  aaid  that  Arthur  had  done  right  voli- 
■otly :  nevertheless,  they  said  tlist  Oliver  had  done  best  unto  their  seeming. 
And  therafore  it  was  conaluded  that  the  prf/ca  should  be  given  unto  Ohver,  oe 
for  Uie  bart  of  tbem  of  within.  And  another  noble  knight,  of  the  realm  of 
Aigarbe,  that  come  with  the  queen,  had  the  pryce  of  without.  When  the  pryoa 
of  tha  justs  that  had  been  made  was  brought  before  Oliver,  by  two  fur 
t—lUi,  he  woied  bU  red,  and  was  tuduuned  at  that  present  time ;  and  aoid 
IB  of  their  bounty  for  to  give  him  the  pryue,  and  not  of  his  desert : 
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half-brother  Arthur!  Or,  open  the  beantifid  Tolmnesof 
the  late  interesting  translation  of  Monstrelet,  and  what 
is  almost  the  very  first  thing  which  meets  your  eye? 
Why,  ''  an  Esquire  of  Arragon  (one  of  your  chiYalroos 
heroes)  named  Michel  D'Orris,  sends  a  challenge  to  an 
English  esquire  of  the  same  complexion  with  himsdf — 
and  this  is  the  nature  of  the  challenge :  [which  I  will 
read  from  the  volume,  as  it  is  close  at  my  right  hand, 
and  I  have  been  dipping  into  it  this  morning  in  your 
absence — ] 

'^  First,  to  enter  the  lists  on  foot,  each  armed  in  the 
manner  he  shall  please,  having  a  dagger  and  sword 
attached  to  any  part  of  his  body,  and  a  battle-axe,  with 
the  handle  of  such  length  as  the  challenger  shall  fix  on. 
The  combat  to  be  as  follows :  ten  strokes  of  the  battle- 
axe,  without  intermission  ;  and  when  these  strokes  shall 
have  been  given,  and  the  judge  shall  cry  out  '  Ho !' 
ten  cuts  with  the  sword  to  be  given  without  intermission 
or  change  of  armour.  When  the  judge  shall  cry  ont 
'  Ho !'  we  will  resort  to  our  daggers,  and  give  ten  stabs 
with  them.  Should  either  party  lose  or  drop  his  weiqxni, 
the  other  may  continue  the  use  of  the  one  in  his  hand 
until  the  judge  shall  cry  out  *  Ho !'  *'  &c.*  A  very 
pretty  specimen  of  honourable  *  combat,  truly  ! — and  a 
mighty  merciful  judge  who  required  even  more  cuts  and 
thrusts  than  these  (for  the  combat  is  to  go  on)  before  he 
cried  out  "  Ho !"  Defend  us  from  such  ejaculatory 
umpires ! — 

neTortheless,  he  receired  it ;  and,  as  it  was  of  custom  in  gnerdoning  tbaoi,  Im 
kissed  them.  And  soon  after  they  brought  the  wine  and  spioes;  and  tlMD  tlM 
danoes  and  the  feast  took  an  end  as  for  that  night.*'  Hystorye  of  Olyitfr  ^ 
CdstylU,  and  of  the  fayre  Hdayney  dx,,  ISIS,  4to.,  HffTU  A,  t.  'vj.  This  I  wap- 
pose  to  be  the  passage  alluded  to  by  Lysander.  The  edition  from  whioh  ifc  §m 
taken,  and  of  which  the  title  was  barely  known  to  Ames  and  Herbert^  !■  ptiiifted 
by  Wynkyn  De  Worde.  Mr.  Heber^s  copy  of  it  is  at  present  ooniidsred  to  be 
nnique.  The  reader  will  see  some  copious  extracts  from  it  in  the  aeoond  Tolame 
of  the  Britith  Typographical  Antiquities, 

*  See  MonsirelcCi  Chronicles,  translated  by  Thomas  Johnes,  Bsq.,  voL  L,  |i.  8, 
edit.  1809,  4to.  Another  elegant  and  elaborate  specimen  of  the  Hafod  prMi  ; 
whose  owner  will  be  remembered  as  long  as  literature  and  taste  shaU  be  colti^atod 
in  this  country. 
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Lis.  Pray  dwell  no  longer  upon  such  barbarous 
heroism !  We  admit  that  Monachtsm  may  have  contri- 
buted  towards  the  making  of  bibliomaniacs  more  effectu- 
ally than  Clavalry.     Now  proceed — 

These  words  had  hardly  escaped  lasardo,  when  the 
arrival  of  my  worthy  neighbour  Narcottus  (who  lived 
by  the  parsonage  house),  put  a  stop  to  the  discourse. 
Af^reeably  to  a  promise  which  I  had  made  him  three 
days  before,  he  came  to  play  a  game  of  chshs  with 
Philemon ;  who,  on  his  part,  although  a  distinguished 
champion  at  this  head-distracting  game,  gave  way  rather 
reluctantly  to  the  performance  of  the  promise :  for  Lr- 
SANDEK  was  now  about  to  enter  upon  the  history  of  the 
Bibliomania  in  this  country.  The  Chess-board,  however 
was  brought  out ;  and  down  to  the  contest  the  combatants 
sat — while  Lisardo  retired  to  one  coraer  of  the  room  to 
examine  thoroughly  his  newly-purchased  volumes,  and 
Lysander  took  down  a  prettdy  executed  8vo.  volume 
upon  the  Game  of  Chess,  printed  at  Cheltenham,  about 
six  years  ago,  and  composed  "  by  an  amateur."  While 
we  were  examining,  in  this  neat  work,  an  account  of  the 
numerous  publications  upon  the  Game  of  Chess,  in  va- 
rious countries  and  languages,  and  were  expressing  our 
delight  in  reading  anecdotes  about  eminent  chess  players, 
Lisardo  was  carefully  packing  up  his  books,  as  he  ex- 
pected his  servant  every  minute  to  take  them  away. 
The  servant  shortly  arrived,  and  upon  his  expressing  his 
tnability  to  carry  the  entire  packet — "Here,"  exclaimed 
Lisardo,  "  do  you  lake  the  quartos,  and  follow  me ;  who 
will  march  onward  with  tlic  octavos."  This  was  do  sooner 
said  than  our  young  bibliomaniacaJ  convert  gave  De 
Bure,  Gaignat,  and  La  Valliere,  a  vigorous  swing  across 
his  shoulders ;  while  tlie  twenty  quarto  volumes  of  Cle- 
ment and  Panzer  were  piled,  like  "Ossa  upon  Pelion," 
upon  those  of  his  servant — and 

"  Light  of  foot,  and  light  of  heart" 
Lisardo  took  leave  of  us  'till  the  morrow. 

Meanwhile,  the  chess  combat  continued  with  unabated 
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spirit.  Here  Philemon's  king  stood  pretty  firmly  guard- 
ed by  both  his  knights^  one  castle,  one  bishop,  and  a 
body  of  common  soldiers^ — ^impenetrable  as  the  Grecian 
phalanx,  or  Roman  legion ;  while  his  queen  had  made  a 
sly  sortie  to  surprise  the  only  surviving  knight  of  Nar- 
cottus.  Narcottus,  on  the  other  hand,  was  caatiously 
collecting  his  scattered  foot  soldiers,  and,  with  two 
bishops,  and  two  castle-armed  elephants,  were  meditating^ 
a  desperate  onset  to  retrieve  the  disgrace  of  his  lost 
queen.  An  inadvertent  remark  from  Lysander,  con- 
cerning the  antiquity  of  the  game,  attracted  the  attention 
of  Philemon  so  much  as  to  throw  him  off  his  guard; 
while  his  queen,  forgetful  of  her  sex,  and  Tentnring 
unprotected,  like  Penthesilea  of  old,  into  the  thickest  of 
the  fight,  was  trampled  under  foot,  without  mercy,t  by 
a  huge  elephant,  carrying  a  casde  of  armed  men  upon  ' 
his  back.  Shouts  of  applause,  firom  Narcottus's  men, 
rent  the  vaulted  air ;  while  grief  and  consternation  pos- 
sessed the  astonished  army  of  Philemon.  **  Away  with 
your  antiquarian  questions,"'  exclaimed  the  latter,  locdking 
sharply  at  Lysander :  ^^  away  with  your  old  editions  <tf 
the  Game  of  Chess !  The  moment  is  critical ;  and  I  fear 
the  day  may  be  lost  Now  for  desperate  action!"  So 
saying,  he  bade  the  King  exhort  his  dismayed  subjects. 
His  Majesty  made  a  spirited  oration ;  and  called  npcm 
fi!tr  Launcdot,  the  most  distinguished  of  the  two  Knig^hts,^ 

*  '*  Whilst  there  are  strong,  able,  and  active  men  of  the  king's  aide,  to  defaod 
his  cause,  there  is  no  danger  of  [this]  misfortune."  LetUr  to  ike  Cn^ttmam  «» Ik 
Oame  of  Chen,  p.  13. 

^  **  When  therefore  the  men  of  one  party  attack  those  of  the  other,  thoa|^tlMir 
spleen  at  first  may  only  seem  bent  against  a  Bithap,  a  Kniffkt,  or  an  inf«rior 
officer ;  yet,  if  successful  in  their  attacks  on  that  servant  of  the  king,  thflj  neiw 
stop  there :  they  come  afterwards  to  think  themselves  strong  enough  affoi  to 
attack  the  Queen,'*  &c.    The  tame,  p.  12. 

X  "  The  Knight  (whose  steps,  as  your  oorreepondent  justly  observoa,  wm  boI  of 
an  ordinary  kind,  and  often  surprise  men  who  oppose  him)  is  of  great  qm  Ib 
extricating  Ike  King  out  of  those  difficulties  in  which  his  foes  endeavoifr  to  *»**M«g|f 
him. — He  is  a  man  whom  a  wise  player  makes  great  use  of  in  theae  fnri|poncw^ 
and  who  oftenest  defeats  the  shallow  schemes  and  thin  artifices  of  uiuldQfiil 
antagonists.  They  must  be  very  bad  players  who  do  not  gnard  againat  tlie 
of  the  KnigkL^     The  tame,  p.  14. 
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to  be  mindfiil  of  his  o\vii  and  of  his  country's  honour : 
to  spare  the  efTusion  of  blood  among^  his  subjects  as  much 
aa  possible ;  but  rather  to  place  \ictory  or  defeat  in  tlie 
comparative  skill  of  the  officers :  and,  at  all  events,  to 
rally  round  that  throne  which  bad  conferred  such  high 
marks  of  distiaction  upon  bis  ancestors.  "  I  needed  not, 
gracious  sire,"  replied  Sir  Launcelot — curbuig  in  his 
tnonth-foaming;  steed,  and  fixing  his  spear  in  the  rest — "  I 
needed  not  to  be  here  reminded  of  your  kindness  to  my 
forefathers,  or  of  the  necessity  of  doing  every  thing:,  at 
such  a  crisis,  beseeming  tfae  honour  of  a  true  round-table 
knight. — Yes,  gracious  sovereign,  I  swear  to  yon  by  the 
love  I  bear  to  the  Lady  of  the  Lake* — by  the  remem- 
brance of  the  soft  moments  we  have  passed  together  in 
the  honey-suckle  bowers  of  her  father — by  all  that  an 
knight  of  chivalry  is  taught  to  believe  the  most  sacred 
and  binding — I  swear  that  I. will  not  return  this  day 
aliye  without  the  laurel  of  victory  entwined  round  my 
brow.  Right  well  do  I  perceive  that  deeds  and  not 
words  must  save  as  now — let  the  issue  of  the  combat 
prove  my  valour  and  allegiance."  Upon  this.  Sir  Laun- 
celot clapped  spurs  to  his  horse,  and  al^er  driving  an 
unprotected  Bishop  into  the  midst  of  the  foot-soldiers, 
who  quickly  took  him  prisoner,  he  sprang  forward,  with 
a  Uon-like  nimbleness  and  ferocity,  to  pick  out  Sir 
Gaiaad,  the  only  remaining  knight  in  the  adverse  army, 
to  single  combat.  Sir  Gaiaad,  strong  and  wary,  like  the 
Greenland  bear  when  assailed  by  the  darts  and  bullets  of 
our  whale-fishing  men,  marked  the  fiiry  of  Sir  Launcelot's 
course,  and  sought  rather  to  present  a  formidable  defence 
I)y  calling  to  aid  his  elephants,  than  to  meet  such  a 
champion  single-handed.  A  shrill  blast  trom  his  bom  told 
the  danger  of  his  situation,  and  the  necessity  of  help. 
What  should  now  be  done  ?     The  unbroken  ranks  of 


■  "lie  Lkdy  of  tbs  Lake  ;  tanioua  in  King  Arthurz  Boa)t"— ai^  Muter  Lono- 
bam,  in  bii  Latter  to  Mscter  Humfref  Martin  ;  coQccrDuig  the  eQtertaiDmeut 
gireo  by  Lord  Ldcester  to  Q,  Elizabetli  st  Kenilworth  Castle  :  A.  D.  1C7S,  edit 
1784,  p.  12.  Yot  more  famous,  I  add,  in  a  poem  under  tiaa  ezpreis  title,  by 
Wausb  Scott,  leio, 
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Philemon's  men  presented  a  fearful  fix>nt  to  the  adTanoe 
of  the  elephants,  and  the  recent  capture  of  a  venerable 
bishop    had  made    the    monarch,    on    Narcottus's    side, 
justly  fearful  of  risking    the  safety    of  his   empire  by 
leaving  himself  wholly    without  episcopal  aid.      Mean- 
while the  progress  of  Sir  Launcelot  was  marked  with 
blood;  and  he  was  of  necessity  compelled  to  slaughter  a 
host  of   common  men,    who  stood    thickly  around  Sir 
Galaad,  resolved  to  conquer  or  die  by    his  side.      At 
length,  as  Master  Laneham  aptly  expresses  it,  **  get  they 
grysly  together."*    The  hostile  leaders  met ;  there  was 
neither  time   nor  disposition   for    parley.      Sir    Galaad 
threw  his  javelin  with  well-directed  fury ;  which,   flymg 
within  an  hair's  breadth  of  Sir  Launcelot's  shoulder,  pass- 
ed onward,  and,  grazing  the  cheek  of  a  foot  soldier,  stood 
quivering  in  the  sand.    He  then  was  about  to  draw  his 
ponderous    sword — but    the    tremendous    spear    of   9kr 
Launcelot,  whizzing  strongly  in  the  air,  passed  through 
his  thickly  quilted  belt,  and,  burjring  itself  in  his  bowds, 
made  Sir  Galaad  to  fall  breathless  from  his  horse.    Now 
might  you  hear  the  shouts  of  victory  on  one  side,  and  the 
groans  of  the  vanquished  on  the  other;  or,  as  old  Homer 
expresses  it, 

Victors  and  vanquished  shouts  promiscnons  rise. 
With  streams  of  blood  the  slippery  fields  are  dyed, 
And  slaughtered  heroes  swell  the  dreadful  tide. 

iKacK  [paaBun]. 

And,  truly,  the  army  of  Narcottus  seemed  wasted  with 
a  great  slaughter :  yet  on  neither  side,  had  the  monarch 
been  checked^  so  as  to  be  put  in  personal  danger !  '*  Whfle 
there  is  life  there  is  hope,"  said  the  surviving  Bishopt  on 
■the  side  of  Narcottus:  who  now  taking  upon  him  the 
command  of  the  army,  and  perceiving  Sir  Launcelot  to 

*  See  the  authority  (p.  40)  quoted  in  the  note  at  page  157,  ante. 

i*  ''  I  think  iht  Buhopi  extremely  considerahle  throughout  the  whoto  g^ma.  Oim 
quality  too  they  have,  which  is  peculiar  to  themselTee :  this  ia  that,  tliro«|g|ioiifc 
the  whole  game,  they  have  a  steadineu  in  their  conduct,  superior  to  vk^n  of  aaj 
other  denomination  on  the  board ;  as  they  never  change  their  colour,  bat  alwajya 
pursue  the  path  in  which  they  set  out"    The  tame  (vid.  206-7)  p.  20. 


I 


THE  LIBRARY.  169 

be  pretty  nearly  exhausted  with  fatigue,  and  wantonly 
exposing  his  person,  ordered  the  men  at  arms  to  charge 
hini  briskly  on  aU  sides ;  while  his  own  two  castles  kept 
a  check  upon  the  remaining  castle,  knight,  and  liishop 
of  the  opposite  army  :  also,  he  exhorted  the  king  to  make 
a  feint,  as  if  about  to  march  onwards.  Sir  Launcelot, 
on  perceiving  the  movement  of  the  monarch,  sprang 
forward  to  make  him  a  prisoner ;  but  he  was  surprised 
by  an  elephant  in  ambuscade,  from  whose  castle-bear- 
ing l>ack  a  well-shot  arrow  pierced  his  corslet,  and 
indicted  a  mortal  wound.  He  fell ;  but,  in  lalling,  ho 
seemed  to  smile  even  sweetly,  as  he  thought  upon  the 
noble  speech  of  Sir  Bohort*  over  the  dead  body  of 
his  Ulnstrious  ancestor,  of  the  same  name ;  and,  ex- 
horting his  gallant  men  to  revenge  his  tall,  he  held  the 
handle  of  his  sword  firmly,  till  his  whole  frame  was 
stiffened  in  death.  And  now  the  battle  was  renewed  with 
equal  courage  and  equal  hopes  of  victory  on  both  sides: 
but  the  loss  of  the  flower  of  their  armies,  and  especially 
of  their  beloved  spouses,  bad  heavily  oppressed  the  ad- 
verse monarchs:  who,  retiring  to  a  secured  spot,  be- 
moaned in  secret  the  hapless  deaths  of  their  queens,  and 
bitterly  bewailed  that  injudicious  law  which,  of  necessity, 
8o  much  exposed  their  fair  persons,  by  giving  them  such 
an  unlimited  power.  The  fortune  of  the  day,  therefore, 
remained  in  the  bands  of  the  respective  commanders ; 
and  if  the  knight  and  bishop,  on  Philemon's  side,  had 
not  contested  about  superiority  of  rule,  the  victory  had 
stirely  been  with  Philemon.  But  the  strife  of  these 
commanders  threw  every  thing  into  confusion.  The  men, 
after  being  trampled  upon  by  the  elephants  of  Narcottus, 
left  their  king  exposed,  without  the  power  of  being  aided 
by  his  castle.  An  error  so  fatal  was  instantly  perceived 
by  the  bishop  of  Narcottus's  shattered  army ;  who,  like 

*  Tliia  trul;  chivnlnms  Bpeoch  maj  be  Heen  eitmcted  in  Mr.  Bomst's  Sprd- 
mtm4  qfZagluk  Protr.  Wriln-t,  vol.  i.,  SGO.  Ono  of  Vila's  henws,  to  tbe  liuiit  of 
■nyrMoUection,  dies  icranelf  upon  thinking  of  bu  bdovoil  couDtiyxaen  : 
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another  Ximenes^*  putting  himself  at  the  h^ad  of  his 
forces,  and  calling  upon  his  men  resolutely  to  march 
onwards,  gave  orders  for  the  elephants  to  be  moved 
cautiously  at  a  distance,  and  to  lose  no  opportanity  of 
making  the  opposite  monarch  prisoner.     Thus,  while  he 

*  It  is  always  pleasaDt  to  me  to  make  comparisons  with  emiDent  Dook-patmii^ 
or,  if  the  reader  pleases,  bibliomaniacs.    Cardinal  XDfBVSB  was  the  promotar 
and  patron  of  the  celebrated  Complutensian  Polyglott  Bible ;  conoenting  which 
I  haye  already  submitted  some  account  to  the  public  in  my  InirodueiMm  io  iMe 
Clattict,  vol.  L,  pp.  7,  8.    His  political  abilities  and  penonal  courage  hate  bean 
described  by  Dr.  Robertson  (in  his  history  of  Charles  V,),  with  his  usual  ability. 
We  have  here  only  to  talk  of  him  as  connected  with  books.    Mallinkrot  and  La 
Long  have  both  preserved  the  interesting  anecdote  which  is  related  by  his  fink 
biographer,  Alvaro  Gomez,   concerning  the   completion  of  the  fofrementiofied 
Polyglott.    "  I  have  often  heard  John  Brocariua  (says  Gomes)  son  of  AnMoM 
Brocarius,  who  printed  the  Polyglott,  tell  his  friends  that,  when  his  lather  had 
put  the  finishing  stroke  to  the  last  volume,  he  deputed  Am  to  cany  it  to  tlia 
Cardinal.    John  Brocarius  was  then  a  lad ;  and,  having  dressed  .himself  in  an 
elegant  suit  of  clothes,  he  gravely  approached  Ximenes,  and  delivered  the  Toluine 
into  his  hands.    "  I  render  thanks  to  thee,  X)h  God  1"    exclaimed  the  Gaidinaly 
**  that  thou  hast  protracted  my  life  to  the  completion  of  these  biblical  labooiiL'* 
Afterwards,  when  conversing  with  his  friends,  Ximenes  would  often  observe  that 
the  surmounting  of  the  various  difficulties  of  his  political  situation  did  not  affixd 
him  half  the  satisfaction  which  he  experienced  from  the  finishing  of  his  Polyi^olt. 
He  died  in  the  year  1517,  not  many  weeks  after  the  last  volume  was  published." 
Gomez,  or  Gomecius*s  work  "de  rebus  gettit,  d  Franetseo  Ximmio  Cismeno  Arekk 
piicopo  Complut"  1569,  fol.,  is  a  book  of  very  uncommon  occurrence.    It  is  miieli 
to  be  wished  that  Lord  Holland,  or  Mr.  Southey,  would  give  us  a  life  of  this 
celebrated  political  character  :  as  the  biographies  of  Flechier  and  MarsoHer  seem 
miserably  defective,  and  the  sources  of  Gomes  to  have  been  but  partially  oonsolted. 
But  I  must  not  let  slip  this  opportunity  of  commemorating  the  book-repotatloD 
of  XniENES,  without  making  the  reader  acquainted  with  two  other  siiigiilaf^r 
scarce  and  curious  productions  of  the  press,  which  owe  their  birth  to  tlie  bibHo- 
manical  spirit  of  our  Cardinal.    I  mean  the  "  Mittale  mixtum  $teunduH.  r^fulmm 
£,  Isidori,  dictum  MotaraJbe*,  cum  pm/at."    A,  Ortiz,  Toleti,  1500,  foL  end  the 
"  Breviariwn,  mixtum,'*  &e,  MoMarabes,  Toleti,  1502,  foL  :  of  the  fonner  of  whkh 
there  was  a  copy  in  the  Harleian  collection  ;  as  the  ensuing  interssting  note,  in  the 
catalogue  of  Lord  Harley's  books,  specifies.    I  shall  give  it  without  abridgment : 
"This  is  the  scarcest  book  in  the  whole  Harleian  collection.    At  the  end  of  itsie 
the  following  words,  which  deserve  to  be  inserted  here  i—Adlandem  Omnipotentis 
Dei,  nee  non    Virginia  Marin  Matris  ejus,   omnium  sanotorum  sanotaramq; 
expletum  est  Missale  mixtum  secundum  regulam  beat!  Isidori  dictum  Moambss: 
maxima  cum  diligentia  perlectum  et  emendatum,  per  Reverendum  in  vtnq; 
Jure  Doctorem  Dominum  Alfonsum  Ortiz,  Canonicum  Toletannm.    ImprassBm 
in  regal,  civitate  Toleti,  Jussu  Beverendissimi  in  Christo  Patris  Domini  D.  nas-    ^ 
aad  Ximenii,  ejusdem   dvitatis  .'ArchiepiscopL     ImpensiB    Nobilis 


Gtorridi  Novariensis,  per  Magistrum  Potrum  Hagembach,  Almanum,  anno  sahili^^ 
nostra  1500,  Die  29®  monsiB  Januarii.**   *'  This  is  supposed  to  be  the  ft'r**^ 
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charged  in  front,  and  captured,  with  his  own  hands,  the 
remaining  adverse  knight,  his  men  kept  tbe  adverse 
bishop  from  sending  reinforcements ;  and  Philemon's 
elephant  not   having  an  opportunity  of  sweeping   across 


Miwl  amended  and  purgod  by  St.  laidora,  archbishop  of  Sovil,  luid  ordered  by 
Uia  Oeunml  of  Toledo  to  be  used  in  all  ohurchoB  ;  oTOry  one  of  whkb  bofora  that 
timt  lud  a  nussal  peculiar  to  itself.  The  Moois  afterwards  eommittini;  great 
(BvagniD  Spttiii,  deatraying:  tbe  churchoe,  and  tbra«iii)j'  every  thing  there,  beth 
ciiil  and  aacred,  into  confusion,  all  St.  ludoro's  mtiwals,  etoeptijig  thnne  in  the 
city  of  Toledo,  wore  lost.  But  those  were  preserved  even  ofter  the  Moore  had 
Eoade  tliemsalvet  maiten  of  that  city ;  einoe  they  left  six  of  the  ohurahea  there  ta 
tbe  ChriBtiana,  and  granted  them  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion.  AlphonBua 
tbe  Siith,  many  ages  afterwards,  eipeUed  the  Moois  from  Toledo,  and  ordered 
tha  Roman  missal  to  be  used  in  thoKe  uhurehoB  whore  St.  laidore'e  missal  had 
been  in  Togos,  ever  siaco  the  oonndl  abeve.nieQtJoned.  But  the  people  of 
Toledo  ioBisting  that  their  mise^  wan  drawn  np  by  the  most  anoiont  bi^ops, 
Tovitad  and  corroctod  by  St.  Isidore,  proved  to  be  the  best  by  the  groat  number  of 
■aiat*  vbo  bad  followed  it,  and  been  preaerved  during  the  whole  time  of  tha 
Moorish  gorenunent  in  Spain,  ho  could  not  bring  his  project  to  boor  without 
{[reat  difficulty.  In  abort,  tbe  oooteat  between  the  Roman  and  Totetan  missala 
MiDe  to  that  beigbt  that,  aooording  to  the  geniiis  of  tbe  ago,  it  ma  decided  by  a 
sioglo  oombat,  wherein  the  champion  of  tbe  Toletan  mUsol  proved  victorious. 
But  King  AlphonsuB,  say  some  of  tie  Spanish  writers,  not  being  satiaHod  with  this, 
which  he  ounsidered  an  the  effect  of  chnnce  only,  ordered  a  fast  to  be  proclaimed, 
ud  a  gnat  liro  to  be  then  made  ;  into  which,  after  the  king  and  people  hod 
prmyed  fervently  to  Ood  for  bis  assistance  in  this  OiSair,  both  the  missals  were 
thmWD  ;  but  the  Toletan  only  oscnped  the  violence  of  the  tlames.  TUa,  conKaoo 
the  same  authors,  made  such  on  imprsBsion  opon  tbe  kiiig  that  be  permitted  (ha 
titisaoa  of  Toledo  to  use  thoir  own  missal  in  those  cbnrohes  that  had  been  graate-l 
the  Christians  by  the  Moore.  However,  the  copies  of  this  missal  grew  afterwards 
ao  acane.  that  Cardinal  Ximenes  found  it  eitiemely  diflloult  to  meet  witli  one 
of  them  :  which  induced  him  to  order  this  improBsIoD,  and  to  build  a  chapel,  in 
which  this  service  was  chanted  every  day,  an  it  liad  at  llret  been  by  the  anoiont 
Christiana.  But,  notwithstanding  this,  the  oopioe  of  the  Toletao  missal  ore  be- 
ooms  now  so  exceeding  rare  that  it  is  at  present  almost  in  as  much  danger  of 
bittBg  buried  in  oblivion  as  it  was  when  committed  to  the  press  by  Cardinal 
XimaueB."  BiU.  Sari.,  vol,  iii.,  p.  117.  But  let  the  roadar  oonsnit  tho  moro 
BStended  details  of  De  Burs  {B!bl.  Intlrvet,  vot.  i,  n".  210,  211),  and  De  La 
BeroA  Soolander  {Diet.  Cliou.  BiUioifr.  d*  it.  SiecU,  part  iiL,  p.  178);  also  tho 
WfT  rmlmtbts  notice  of  Togt ;  Cai.  Lilmr.  Barim-.,  p.  691;  who  mention  a  &ne 
copy  of  tho  missal  and  breviary,  each  struck  oil  dfun  vki.luh,  in  the  colloglato 
drarcb  of  St.  Ddofonso.  If  1  recoUeot  rightly,  Mr.  Edwards  infonaed  mo  tliat 
wmo  ItaluD  Cardinal  was  in  possecirioa  of  a  mmihir  oopy  of  each.  This  missal  was 
■d  at  Rome,  with  a  capital  preface  and  learned  notes,  by  Lesleua,  a 
1,  in  175S,  ito.  ;  and  LorecEDna,  archbishop  of  Toledo,  republished  the 
[nost  splendid  manner  at  Madrid,  in  1733^  Both  these  re-impres- 
acarce.  1  know  not  whether  the  late  king  of  Spain  over  put  bis 
doaiga  into  execution  of  giiic)^  a  new  edition  of  tbeso  curious  rotigious  volumci ; 
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the  plain  to  come  to  tbe  timely  aid  of  the  king*,  *  the  vic- 
tory was  speedily  obtaioed,  for  the  men  upon  the  backs 
of  Narcottus's  elephants  kept  up  so  tremendous  a  dis 
cbai^  of  arrows  that  the  monarch  was  left  withont  a 
single  attendant:  and,  of  necessity,  was  obliged  to 
sabmit  to  the  generosity  of  bis  captors. 
Thos  ended  one  of  die  most  memorable  chess  < 


■oine  tadent  HBS.  ot  whioh  tutd  been  oacef uUy  collated  by  BmiM.  OofHnlf 
Oanimfi  DicL  Typog.,  vol.  i,  p.  «7 ;  CaL  de  QaigtuU,  n«".  179,  180  ;  C«L  dt  U 
VaUien,  no..  271,  272  ;  BM.  Solpr.,  vol.  iL  no.  1280 ;  »nd  BibL  Cotbtri,  n".  tit, 
3S6.  Having  sipatdatadtbiu  mnch,  and  perh^w  todiDOaly,  about  tbeas  miswDid 
Tolnmes,  lot  me  introiluee  to  the  notico  ot  tha  heraldia  reader  the  Cbat  qf  Arwt 
of  the  eqiiati;  renowned  Cardinal — of  whoso  g«nnina  edition!  ot  the  IfoxBratia 
Ulnal  and  Breviary  my  ayes  wore  highly  grati&ed  with  a  light,  in  tlu  ■zqnUlD 
librai7  or  Earl  Spoacor,  at  Althorp. 


.X 


'rx^x 


i 


V  *  Of  the  ToiHr  or  Hoot  (or  Elrphaul)  one  may  indead-^to  4p«kk  in  tiM  Ma- 
ture style— (and  properly  speaking,  conaidoring  ita  situaUon)  oall  tldi  piaaa  "^ 
head  stone  of  tbe  comer."  There  ore  two  of  tbem ;  and,  whUstthay  ramdnSr^ 
his  majesty  is  ever  in  Bofety.  The  oommon  eoeniieB,  therafors^  <rf  thamaodth^ 
king  watch  their  least  motion  very  narrowly,  and  tiy  a  hqndrad  tiiaka  to  dsM^ 
them  from  the  kinf^'s  side,  hy  feints,  false  olanni,  stumbtiiig  hlocka,  or  any 
method  that  can  be  eautrived  to  divert  them  Imm  tludr  duty,  f  Ai  kuk,  i 
<iride.  159.  aate.)| 


I 
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upon  record.  Not  more  stublwrnly  did  tli 
Romans  upon  Troy's  plain,  or  the  English  and  French 
npon  Egypt's  shores,  contend  for  the  palm  of  victory, 
tlian  did  Philemon  and  Narcottus  compel  their  respective 
forces  to  siipalize  themselves  in  this  hard-lbuu^ht  game. 
To  change  the  simile  for  a  more  homely  one  ;  no  North- 
amptonshire hunt  was  ever  more  vigorously  kept  up ; 
and  had  it  not  been  (at  least  so  Philemon  thought !)  lor 
the  inadvertent  questions  of  Lysander,  respecting  the 
antiquity  of  the  amusement,  an  easy  victory  would  have 
been  obtained  by  my  guest  over  ray  neighbour.  Lysander, 
with  his  usual  politeness,  took  all  the  blame  upon  himself. 
Philemon  felt,  as  all  chess-combatants  feel  upon  defeat, 
peevish  and  vexed.  But  the  admirably  well  adapted 
conversation  of  Lysander,  and  the  natural  diffidence  of 
Narcottus,  ser\ed  to  smooth  Philemon's  ruffled  plumage ; 
and  at  length  diifu-sed  oVr  his  countenance  his  natural 
glow  of  good  humour. 

Il  was  now  fast  advancing  towards  midnight ;  when 
Narcottus  withdrew  to  his  house,  and  my  guests  to  their 
chambers. 

To-morrow  came ;  and  with  the  morrow  came  compo- 
sure and  hilarity  in  the  countenances  of  my  guests.  The 
defeat  of  the  preceding  evening  was  no  longer  thought 
of;  except  that  Philemon  betrayed  some  little  marks  of 
irritability  on  Lysander's  shewing  him  the  fac-simile 
wood-cuts  of  the  pieces  and  men  in  Caxton's  edition  of 
the  game  of  chess,  which  are  published  in  the  recent 
edition  of  the  Typographical  Antiquities  of  our  coimtry. 

Lisardo  visited  us  betimes.  His  countenance,  on  his 
entrance  gave  indication  of  vexation  and  disappoint- 
mejit— as  well  it  might ;  for,  on  his  return  iiome  the 
preceding  evening,  he  found  the  following  note  from 
~    irenzo : — 

My  dear  Lisardo ; 

Our  friend's  visitors,  Lysander  and 
Philemon,  are  coming  with  their  host  to  eat  old  mutton, 


and   drink   old   ftherry,   with    mc   to-i 


M  2 


and   after- 
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wards  to  discuss  subjects  of  bibliography.  I  do  not  ask 
you  to  join  them,  because  I  know  your  thorough  aversion 
to  every  thing  connected  with  such  topics.    Adieu ! 

Truly  yours, 

LORRNZO." 

^'  Little/'  exclaimed  Lisardo,  ^^  does  he  know  of  my 
conversion.  I'll  join  you  uninvited ;  and  abide  by  the 
consequences." 

At  four  o'clock  we  set  off,  in  company  with  Lisardo, 
for  Lorenzo's  dinner.  I  need  hardly  add  that  the  com- 
pany of  the  latter  was  cordially  welcomed  by  our  host ; 
who,  before  the  course  of  pastry  was  cleared  away,  pro- 
posed a  sparkling  bumper  of  Malmsey  madeira,  to  com- 
memorate his  conversion  to  Bibliomaniacism.  By  half- 
past-five  we  were  ushered  into  the  library,  to  partake 
of  a  costly  dessert  of  rock  melons  and  Hamburgh  grapes, 
with  all  their  appropriate  embellishments  of  nectarines 
and  nuts.  Massive  and  curiously  cut  decanters,  filled 
with  the  genuine  juice  of  the  grape,  strayed  back- 
wards and  forwards  upon  the  table:  and  weU-fiimished 
minds,  which  could  not  refuse  the  luxury  of  such  a 
feast,  made  every  thing  as  pleasant  as  rational  pleasure 
could  be. 

Lis.  If  Lorenzo  have  not  any  thing  which  he  may 
conceive  more  interesting  to  propose,  I  move  that  yon, 
good  Lysandcr,  now  resume  the  discussion  of  a  subject 
which  you  so  pleasantly  commenced  last  night. 

Phil.     I  rise  to  second  the  motion. 

LoRKN.     And  I,  to  give  it  every  support  in  my  power. 

Lysand.  There  is  no  resisting  such  adroitly  levelled 
attacks.  Do  pray  tell  mc  what  it  is  you  wish  me  to  go 
on  with  ? 

Phil.  The  history  of  book-collecting  and  of  book- 
collectors  in  this  country. 

Lis.    The  history  of  Bibliomania,  if  you  please. 

Lysand.  You  arc  madder  than  the  maddest  of  book- 
collectors,  Lis<'ir(Io.  But  I  will  gossip  away  upon  the 
subjects  as  well  sis  I  am  able. 


^ 
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I  think  we  led  off  \vith  an  abuse  of  tlie  antj-biblioma- 
niacal  powers  of  chivalry.  Let  us  pursue  a  more  syste- 
matic method ;  and  begin,  as  Lisardo  says,  "  at  the 
b^fimiiufT-" 

In  the  plan  which  I  may  pursue,  you  must  forgive  me, 
my  friends,  if  you  lind  it  desultory  and  irregular  :  and,  as 
a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  your  criticism,  I  earnestly  beg 
that,  like  the  chivalrous  jadge,  of  whom  mention  was 
made  last  night,  you  will  cry  out  "  Ho  !"  when  you  wish 
me  to  cease.  But  where  shall  we  begin  1  From  what 
period  shall  we  take  up  the  history  of  Bookism  (or,  if 
you  please,  Bibuomania)  in  this  country?  Let  us  pass 
over  those  loag-bearded  gentlemen  called  the  Druids ;  for 
in  the  various  hypotheses  which  sagacious  antiquaries 
have  advanced  upon  their  beloved  Stone-ftenge,  none,  I 
believe,  are  to  be  found  wherein  the  traces  of  a  lAhrary, 
in  that  vast  ruin,  are  pretended  to  be  discovered.  As  the 
Druids  were  sparing  of  their  writing,*  they  probably 
read  the  more ;  but  whether  they  carried  tlicir  books  with 
Ihcm  into  trees,  or  made  their  pillows  of  them  upon 
Salisbury -plain,  tradition  is  equally  silent.  Let  us  there- 
lore  preserve  the  same  prudent  silence,  and  march  on  at 
once  into  the  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  centuries ;  in 
which  the  learning  al  Bede,  Alctiin^  Erigena,  and  Al&ed, 
strikes  us  with  no  small  degree  of  amazement.  Yet  wc 
must  not  forget  that  their  predecessor  Thkodork,  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  was  among  the  earliest  book-col- 
lectors iu  this  country ;  for  he  brought  over  from  Rome, 
not  only  a  number  of  able  professors,  but  a  valuable 
collection  of  books,+  Such,  however,  was  the  scarcity  of 
the  book  article,  that  Benedict  Biscop  (a  founder  of  the 

IB  that  thsy  darod  not  Ui  commit  their  laws  to  writiiig. 
yi.,  I.  xiii.iriiL 

t  I>r.  Henry's  Hut.  <tfOrtat  Britain,  vol.  iv.,  p.  12.,  edit.  1800,  Bvo.    We  aholl 

roadDj   (orgive  Theodore's  aingulsrit?  oi  opinions  in  roapaot  to  Boma  casoa  of 

pbwmiu:;,  in  whioh  he  held  it  to  be  "dangerous  to  ptrform  blooding  □□  the  fourth 

,   d»7  of  the  moon  ;  beuuso  botb  the  light  of  the  moun  uid  the  tide*  of  the  sea 

Kwnro  UisD  apoD  the  iacreaae."— We  shall  readily  forgive  this,  nben  ne  think  of 

I  hia  tandable  tpirit  of  Bl 
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monastery  of  Weremouth  in  Northumberland),  a  short 
time  after,  made  not  fewer  than  five  journeys  to  Rome  to 
purchase  books,  and  other  necessary  things  for  his  mo- 
nastery— for  one  of  which  books  our  immortal  Alfred  (a 
very  HeUuo  Zibrorum !  as  you  will  presently  learn)  gave 
afterwards  as  much  land  as  eight  ploughs  could  labour.* 
We  now  proceed  to  Bede  ;  whose  library  I  conjecture  to 
have  been  both  copious  and  curious.  What  matin  and 
midnight  vigils  must  this  literary  phenomenon  have 
patiently  sustained  !  What  a  full  and  variously  furnished 
mind  was  his !  Read  the  table  of  contents  of  the  eight 
folio  volumes  of  the  Cologne  editionf  of  his  works,  ai 
given  by  Dr.  Henry  in  the  appendix  to  the  fourth  Tolume 
of  his  history  of  our  own  country ;  and  judge,  however 
you  may  wish  that  the  author  had  gone  less  into  abstruse 
and  ponderous  subjects,  whether  it  was  barely  possible 
to  avoid  falling  upon  such  themes,  considering  the  gross . 
ignorance  and  strong  bias  of  the  age  ?  Before  this,  per- 
haps, I  ought  slightly  to  have  noticed  Ina,  king  of  the 
West  Saxons,  whose  ideas  of  the  comforts  of  a  monastery, 
and  whose  partiality  to  handsome  book-binding,  we  may 
gather  from  a  curious  passage  in  Stow*s  Chronicle  or 
Annals.j: 

*  Dr.  Henry  says  that  "This  bargain  was  oonoluded  by  Benedict  with  tiM 
\Ang  a  little  before  his  death,  A.  D.  690 ;  and  the  book  was  delivered,  and  tiM 
estate  received  by  his  siiocessor  abbot  Ceolfrod."  Hist,  qf  Oirat  Briiain^  toL  It., 
p.  21.  There  must  bo  some  mistake  hero  :  as  Alfrod  ¥ra8  not  bom  till  tbe  middto 
of  the  ninth  century.  Bed  Hist.  Abbot  WeiTnuthen,  edit.  SmUA,  pp.  SS^-fl^  b 
quoted  by  Dr.  Henry. 

t  1612,  folio.  Do  Bare  {Bibliogr,  Instruct,  n®.  S53)  might  have  just  infomod 
us  that  the  Paris  and  Basil  editions  of  Bede's  works  are  incomplete  :  And,  aft  il*. 
4444,  whore  he  notices  the  Cambridge  edition  of  Bede's  Ecclesiastieal  Hithr^ 
(1644,  fol.)  we  may  add  that  a  previous  English  translation  of  it,  by  the  odebntid 
Btapleton,  had  been  printed  at  Antwerp  in  1565,  4to.,  containing  some  few  adoil- 
rably-well  executed  wood  cuts.  Stapleton's  translation  has  become  a  aoaroa  book; 
and,  as  almost  every  copy  of  it  now  to  be  found  is  in  a  smeared  and  entj  eoB- 
dition,  wo  may  judge  that  it  was  once  popular  and  much  read. 

X  Tho  passage  is  partly  as  follows—"  the  sayde  king  did  also  erect  a  ohapill  ol 
gold  and  silver  (to  wit,  garnished)  with  ornaments  and  vessellos  Hkewiee  of  goUt 
and  siluer,  to  the  building  of  the  which  chappell  hee  gaue  2640  poanda  of  allMr, 
and  to  the  altar  264  poundo  of  golde,  a  chaleis  with  the  patteD,  tenBo  ponadi  of 
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We  have  mentioned  Alguin  :  whom  Ashmole  calls  one 
of  the  school-mistresses  to  France.*  How  incomparably 
brilliant  and  beautifully  polished  was  this  great  man's 
mind ! — and,  withal,  what  an  enthusiastic  bibliomaniac  ! 
Read,  in  particular,  his  celebrated  letter  to  Charlemagne, 
which  Dr.  Henry  has  very  ably  translated  ;  and  see,  how 
zealous  he  tiiere  shews  himself  to  enrich  tiie  library  of 
his  archiepiscopal  patron  with  good  books  and  indus- 
trious students.t  Well  might  Egbert  be  proud  of  his 
librarian :  the  first,  I  believe  upon  record,  who  has  com- 
posed a  catalogue j:  of  books  in  Latin  hexameter  verse: 
and  full  reluctantly,  I  ween,  did  this  librarian  take 
leave  of  his  Cell  stored  with  the  choicest  volumes — as 
we  may  judge  from  his  pathetic  address  to  it,  on  quitting 
England  for  France !  If  I  recollect  rightiy,  Mr.  Turner's 
elegant  translation  §  of  it  begins  thus : 

"  O  my  lov'd  cell,  Bweet  dwelling  of  my  aoul, 
Must  I  for  ever  say,  dear  spot,  farewell  1^ 

Now,  don't  imagine,  my  dear  Lisardo,  that  this  anguish 
of  heart  proceeded  from  his  leaving  behind  all  the  wood- 
bines, and  apple-trees,  and  singing  bu-ds,  which  were 

g6ide,'h  oensar  8  pound,  and  twenty  mancas  of  go\de,  two  candlesticks,  twelae 
pound  and  a  halfe  of  siluer,  a  kivkr  for  the  oospel  booke  twenty  pounds  ! 
fto.  This  was  attached  to  the  monastery  of  Glastonbury ;  which  Ina  built  "  in 
a  fenni  place  out  of  the  way,  to  the  end  the  monkes  mought  so  much  the  more 
grhie  their  minds  to  heauenly  things,"  ko,    Ch-onicle,  edit.  1615,  p.  76. 

*  Theatrum  Ckemkunt,  prolog,  sign.  A.  8.  rect.  • 

+  Mittory  of  Great  Britain,  vol.  iv.,  pp.,  82,  86.  '*  Literatorum  yirorum  fautor 
et  MsDcenas  habebatur  setate  sua  maximus  ac  dootissimus,"  says  Bale  :  Scrip, 
Mrytan,  lUustr,,  p.  109.,  edit.  1559.  *'Pr«B  csBteris  (says  Lomeier)  insignem  in 
ooDigendis  iUustrium  virorum  scrlptis  operam  dedit  Egbertus  Eboracensis  archie- 
^riflcopus,  &0.  :  qui  nobilissimam  Eboraoi  bibliothecam  instituit,  cujus  meminit 
Alcainis,"  &c.  De  Bibliothecis,  p.  151.  We  are  here  informed  that  the  arch- 
bishop's library,  together  with  the  cathedral  of  York,  were  accidentally  burnt  by 
fire  in  the  reign  of  Stephen. 

X  This  curious  catalogue  is  printed  by  Dr.  Henry,  from  Gale's  Rer,  Anglicar. 
Scriptor,  Vet.,  tom.  i,  730.  The  entire  works  of  Alcuin  were  printed  at  Paris,  in 
1617,  folio :  and  again,  at  Ratisbon,  in  1777,  fol.,  2  vols.  See  Foumier's  Diet. 
Portat.  de  Bihliographie,  p.  12.  Some  scarce  separately-printed  treatises  of  the 
same  great  man  are  noticed  in  the  first  volume  of  the  appendix  to  Bauer's  BiJbl, 
LUrror,  Rarior.,  p.  44. 

§  Anglo-Saxon  Jlittory,  vol.  ii.,  p.  355,  edit.  1808,  4to. 
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wont  to  gratify  his  senses  near  the  said  cell,  and  which 
he  could  readily  meet  with  in  another  clime  ! — No,  no : 
this  monody  is  the  genuine  language  of  a  bibliomaniac, 
upon  being  compelled  to  take  a  long  adieu  of  his  choicest 
book-treasures,  stored  in  some  secretly-cut  recess  of  his 
hermitage ;  and  of  which  neither  his  patron,  nor  his 
illustrious  predecessor,  Bcde,  had  ever  dreamt  of  the  ex- 
istence of  copies !  But  it  is  time  to  think  of  Johannes 
ScoTUS  Erigena  ;  the  most  facetious  wag  of  his  times, 
notwithstanding  his  simame  of  the  Wise.  **  While  Great 
Britain  (says  Bale)  was  a  prey  to  intestine  wars,  our 
philosopher  was  travelling  quietly  abroad  amidst  the 
academic  lx)wers  of  Greece ;"  *  and  there  I  suppose  he 
acquired,  with  his  knowledge  of  the  Greek  language,  a 
taste  for  book-collecting  and  punning,  f  He  was  in  troth 
a  marvellous  man  ;  as  we  may  gather  from  the  eulogy  of 
him  by  Brucker.  J 

In  his  celebrated  work  upon  predestination,  he  main- 
tained that  "  material  fire  is  no  part  of  the  torments  of 
the  damned  ;"§  a  very  singular  notion  in  those  times  of 

*  Freely  translated  from  his  Script  Brytan,  Illustr,,  p.  124. 

+  Scot's  celebrated  reply  to  his  patrou  and  admirer,  Charles  the  Bald,  mm  iint 
made  a  popular  story,  I  believe,  among  tho  "  wise  speeches**  in  CamdeA't  jRamaimm, 
where  it  is  tlius  told :  "Johannes  Erigena,  sumamed  Scotus,  a  man  renowned  for 
learning,  sitting  at  tho  table,  in  respect  of  his  learning,  with  Charles  the  BKold, 
Emperor  and  King  of  Franco,  behaved  himselfo  as  a  slovenly  scholler,  nothing 
courtly ;  whereupon  the  Emperor  asked  him  merrily.  Quid  imterett  inter  SeoimM 
€t  Solum  t  (what  is  there  between  a  Scot  and  a  Sot  ?)  He  merrily,  but  yet  nul*- 
pertly  answered,  *  Mfiisa ' — ( tho  table )  :  as  though  the  emperor  were  the  Sot 
and  he  the  Scot."  p.  236.  Roger  Uoveden  is  quoted  as  the  authority ;  bat  one 
would  like  to  know  where  Hoveden  got  his  information,  if  Scotus  has  not  mentiaii- 
od  the  anecdote  in  his  own  works  ?  Since  Camden's  time,  this  facetiouB  etoty  has 
been  told  by  almost  every  historian  and  annalist. 

X  Hist.  Philotoph.f  tom.  8, 616 :  as  referred  to  and  quoted  by  Dr.  Heniy ;  wfaoea 
account  of  our  book-champion,  although  less  valuable  than  MatkeomtfB,  is  eK> 
ceedingly  interesting. 

§  "  He  endeavours  to  prove,  in  his  logical  way,  that  the  torments  of  the  '^^nrnti! 
are  mero  privations  of  the  happiness,  or  the  trouble  of  being  deprived  of  it ;  so 
that,  according  to  him,  material  fire  is  no  part  of  the  torments  of  the  damned ;  timt 
there  is  no  other  fire  prepared  for  them  but  the  fourth  element,  through  wfaloh 
the  bodies  of  all  men  must  pass ;  but  that  the  bodies  of  the  elect  are  changed 
into  an  oetherial  nature,  and  are  not  subject  to  the  power  of  firo  :  whereaa^  on  Vm 
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frightful  superstition,  when  the  minds  of  men  were  har- 
rowed into  despair  by  descriptions  of  hell's  lomien^ — 
and  I  notice  it  here  merely  because  I  should  lite  to  be 
informed  in  what  curious  book  the  said  John  Scotus 
Erifcna  acquired  the  said  notion  1  Let  us  now  proceed 
to  Alfred  ;  whose  bust,  I  see,  adorns  that  department  of 
Lorenzo's  library  which  is  devoted  to  English  History. 

This  great  and  good  man,  the  boast  and  the  bulwark 
of  his  country,  was  instructed  by  hLs  mother,  from  infancy, 
in  such  golden  rules  of  virtue  and  g;ood  sense  that  one 
feels  a  re^et  at  not  knowing  more  of  the  family,  early 
years,  and  character,  of  such  a  parent.  \s  she  told  him 
tiiat  "  a  wise  and  a  good  man  suffered  no  part  of  bis  time, 
but  what  is  necessarily  devoted  to  bodily  exercise,  to  pass 
in  unprofitable  inactivity" — you  may  be  sure  that,  with 
such  lx>ok-propensities  as  he  felt,  Alfred  did  not  fail  to 
make  the  most  of  the  fleeting  hour.  Accordingly  we  find, 
from  his  ancient  biographer,  that  he  resolutely  set  to 
work,  by  the  ai4  of  his  wax  tapers,*  and  produced  some 

GODtiaiy,  the  bodieu  uftlie  wicked  ors  changed  LDto  air,  and  auRcr  tarmiinti  by 
the  Bra,  becnuge  of  their  contrair  qualitisB.  And  far  this  reosoa  'tis  that  the 
donioD^  who  had  a  body  of  an  mthsrial  nnture,  wore  masBed  with  n  budy  of  air, 
tint  they  might  fuel  the  lire."  MiukeiiiUi  SeauUh  Wriltri :  vol.  i.,  i».  All 
this  nuj  be  inj^nioua  onough  ;  of  its  truth,  a  future  state  onlf  will  be  the  evi- 
deooe.  Very  ditferant  from  that  of  Scotus  is  the  language  of  Ore^ry  Narien- 
taa  :  "Edt  in  inferno  frigus  iniiuporabile  :  igms  iuoitinguibiUa  :  Tormii  iinmor. 
bUia :  fetor  intoUerBbilis  :  ttmebrm  palpabileK:  floeella  cetiencium :  horrenda 
rkio  demoaum :  deEperntio  omnium  bonorum."  This  I  gathtc  from  the  Specu- 
lum ChrUliani,  fol.  37,  printed  by  Machllnio,  ill  tlie  Hftoeuth  century.  The  idea 
b  enlarged,  and  the  picture  aggroTatod,  in  a  great  number  of  nearly  oontetnp*- 
imneciiu  pubUcationB,  vbioh  will  bo  noticed,  in  part,  hereafter.  It  ii  reported 
UtW  eoine  lermans  ore  about  to  be  publiuhed,  iu  which  the  peraonality  of  Baton 
ia  qnestioned  and  denied.  Thus  having,  by  the  in^nuity  of  Scottu,  got  rid  of 
tlie  fire  "  which  ia  never  'juonchod"— and,  by  mesne  of  modern  sooptioiem,  of  the 
devil,  who  is  constantly  ■'Bcekiug  whom  he  may  deyour,"  we  may  go  on  oom- 
forlably  enough,  without  such  awkward  cheoks,  io  the  oemmiBaloa  of  every 
■pedes  of  folly  and  crime  I    ~ 

"  The  story  of  the  vai  tapa-i  is  related  both  by  Araer  and  William  of 
Molmesbury,  differing  a  little  in  the  unesaential  parts  oflt.  It  is  this:  Alfred  com- 
Inndod  ^  wax  tapirs  to  bo  made,  each  12  inches  in  length,  and  of  as  many 
mmoeB  io  weight.  On  these  tapers  he  caused  the  inches  to  be  regularly  marked ; 
■nd  toning  found  that  one  bipor  buml  just  four  houra,  he  committed  them  to 
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very  respectable  compositions ;  for  which  I  refer  yoa  to 
Mr.  Turner's  excellent  account  of  their  author  :  *  adding 
only  that  Alfred's  translation  of  Boethius  is  esteemed 
his  most  popular  performance. 

After  Alfred,  we  may  just  notice  his  son  Edward, 
and  his  grandson  Atiielstan  ;  the  former  of  whom  is 
supposed  by  Roust  (one  of  the  most  credulous  of  our 
early  historians)  to  have  founded  the  University  of  Cam- 
bridge. The  latter  had  probably  greater  abilities  than 
his  predecessor  ;  and  a  thousand  pities  it  is  that  William 
of  Malmesbury  should  have  been  so  stem  and  squeamish 
as  not  to  give  us  the  substance  of  that  old  book,  contain- 
ing a  life  of  Athelstan — which  he  discovered,  and  suppos- 
ed to  be  coeval  with  the  monarch — because,  forsooth,  the 
account  was  too  uniformly  flattering!  Let  me  here, 
however,  refer  you  to  that  beautiful  translation  of  a 
Saxon    ode,    written    in  commemoration    of  Athelstan's 

the  care  of  the  keepers  of  his  chapol ;  who,  from  time  to,  time  gaye  bim  notfos 
how  the  hours  went.  But  as  in  windy  weather  the  tapers  were  more  waaiad — to 
remedy  this  inconvenience,  he  placed  them  in  a  kind  of  lanthom,  there  being  no 
glass  to  be  met  with  in  his  dominions.  This  event  is  supposed  to  have  ooouiTad 
after  Alfred  had  ascended  the  throne.  In  liis  younger  days,  Aaeer  tella  na  thai 
he  used  to  carry  about,  in  his  bosom,  day  and  night,  a  curiously- written  Toliima 
of  hours,  and  psalms,  and  prayers,  which  by  some  are  supposed  to  have  bean  the 
composition  of  Aldhelm.  That  Alfred  had  the  highest  opinion  of  Aldhehn,  and 
of  his  predecessors  and  contemporaries,  is  indisputable  ;  for  in  hia  famona  letter 
to  Wulfseg,  Bishop  of  London,  he  takes  a  retrosi)ective  view  of  the  timea  in 
which  they  lived,  as  affording  "  churches  and  monasteries  filled  with  libraiiaa  of 
excellent  books  in  several  languages."  It  is  quite  dear,  therefore,  that  oar  gvaat 
Alfred  was  not  a  little  infected  with  the  bibliomaniacal  disease. 

•  The  BisUny  of  the  Anglo-Saxon*:  by  Sharon  Turner,  F.S.A.,  1808,  4*0., 
2  vols.  This  is  the  last  and  best  edition  of  a  work  which  places  Mr.  Tomer  quite 
at  the  head  of  those  historians  who  have  treated  of  the  age  of  Alfined. 

t  ConsvM  JohannU  Hossi  Uistoiia  Jleffum  Anglicg;  ediL  Beartu,  1745,  8tOl, 
p.  96.  This  passage  has  been  faithfully  translated  by  Dr.  Henry.  Bnt  lei  the 
lover  of  knotty  points  in  ancient  matters  look  into  Master  Henry  9ynnemaa*B 
prettily  printed  impression  (A  D.  156S)  of  De  AfUiguUate  CanioM^iemmB 
Academue,  p.  14 — where  the  antiquity  of  the  University  of  Cambridge  ia  grmeij 
assigned  to  the  nni  of  Gurguntius's  reign,  A.M.  3588  !*-Nor  moat  we  raat  Hilia- 
fied  with  the  ingenious  temerity  of  this  author's  dalma  in  favour  of  hia  beloved 
Cambridge,  until  we  have  patiently  examined  Thomas  Heame'a  edition  (A.  IX 
1720)  of  ThonuE  Caii  Vindie.  AtUiquitat,  Acad,  Oxon  :  a  work  weU  deeeningof  a 
snug  plaee  in  the  antiquary's  cabinet. 
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decisive  victory  over  the  Danes  of  Branamburp,  which 
Mr.  Georg^e  Ellis  has  inserted  in  his  interesting  volumes 
of  Specimens  of  the  Early  EngUsh  Poets:*  and  always  bear 
in  recollection  that  this  monarch  shewed  the  l^est  proof  of 
his  attachment  to  books  by  employing  as  many  learned 
men  as  he  could  collect  together  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
lating the  Scriptures  into  his  native  Saxon  tongue. 

Let  us  pass  by  that  extraordinary  scholar,  courtier, 
statesman,  and  monk — St.  Dunstan  ;  by  observing  only 
that,  as  he  was  even  more  to  Edgar  than  Wolsey  was  to 
Henry  VIII. — so,  if  there  had  then  been  the  same  love  of 
literature  and  progress  in  civilization  which  marked 
the  opening  of  the  sixteenth  century,  Dunstan  would 
have  equalled,  if  not  eclipsed,  Wolsey  in  the  magnifi- 
cence and  utility  of  his  institutions.  How  many  volumes 
of  legends  he  gave  to  the  library  of  Glastonbury,  of 
which  he  was  once  the  abbot,  or  to  Canterbury,  of  which 
he  was  afterwards  the  Archbishop,  I  cannot  take  upon 
me  to  guess :  as  I  have  neither  of  Heame's  three  publi- 
cationst  relating  to  Glastonbury  in  my  humble  library. 

•  Edit.  1803,  vol.  L,  p.  14. 

i*  There  is  an  ample  Catalogue  Raisonn^  of  these  three  scarce  publications  in 
the  fint  Tolume  of  the  Briiith  Bibliographer,  And  to  supply  the  defidenoy  of 
any  extract  from  them,  in  this  place,  take,  kind-hearted  reader,  the  following — 
which  I  have  gleaned  from  Eaihner's  account  of  St.  Dunstan,  as  incorporated  in 
Wharton's  A  nglia-Sacra — and  which  would  not  have  been  inserted  could  I  have 
discovered  any  thing  in  the  same  relating  to  book-presents  to  Canterbury  cathe- 
draL — "Once  on  a  time,  the  king  went  a  hunting  early  on  Sunday  morning; 
and  requested  the  Archbishop  to  postpone  the  celebration  of  the  mass  till  he 
returned.  About  three  hours  afterwards,  Dunstan  went  into  the  cathedral,  put 
on  his  robes,  and  waited  at  the  altar  in  expectation  of  the  king — where,  reclining 
with  his  arms  in  a  devotional  posture,  he  was  absorbed  in  tears  and  prayers.  A 
gentle  sleep  suddenly  possessed  him ;  ho  was  snatched  up  into  heaven ;  and  in  a 
vision  associated  with  a  company  of  angels,  whose  harmonious  voices,  chaunting 
Kyrii  eUy»on,  KyrU  eleyson,  Kyrie  eUytanf  burst  upon  his  ravished  ears!  He 
afterwards  came  to  himself,  and  demanded  whether  or  not  the  king  had  arrived  ? 
Upon  being  answered  in  the  negative,  he  betook  himself  again  to  his  prayers, 
and,  after  a  short  interval,  was  once  more  absorbed  in  celestial  extasies,  and 
heard  a  loud  voice  from  heaven  saying — lie,  nUssa  est.  He  had  no  sooner 
returned  thanks  to  God  for  the  same,  when  tiie  king's  clerical  attendants  cried 
out  that  hii  majesty  had  arrived,  and  entreated  Dunstan  to  dispatch  the  mass. 
But  he,  turning  from  the  altar,  declared  that  the  mass  had  been  already  cele- 
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We  may  open  the  eleventh  century  with  Canutb; 
upon  whose  political  talents  this  is  not  the  place  to 
expatiate :  but  of  whose  bibliomaniacal  character  the 
illuminated  MS.  of  The  Four  Oospels  in  the  Danish 
ton^e — ^now  in  the  British  Museum^  and  once  this 
monarch's  own  book — leaves  not  the  shadow  of  a  doubt ! 
From  Canute  we  may  proceed  to  notice  that  extraor- 
dinary literary  triumvirate  —  In^Iph,  Lanfranc^  and 
Anselm.  No  rational  man  can  hesitate  about  numbering 
them  among  the  very  first  rate  book-collectors  of  that 
age.  As  to  Ingulph,  let  us  only  follow  him,  in  his  boy- 
hood, in  his  removal  from  school  to  college :  let  us 
fancy  we  see  him,  with  his  Qwttuor  Semwnes  on  a  Son- 
day — and  his  Cunabula  Artis  Orammatica*  on  a  wedL 
day — under  his  arm  :  making  his  obeisance  to  Edg^tha, 
the  queen  of  Edward  the  Ck>nfessor,  and  introduced  by 
her  to  William  Duke  of  Normandy !  Again,  when  he 
was  placed,  by  this  latter  at  the  head  of  the  rich  abbey 
of  Croyland,  let  us  fancy  we  see  him  both  adding  to, 
and  arranging,  its  curious  libraryt — before  he  ventured 

bratod ;  and  that  no  other  mass  should  be  performed  during  that  day.  HaTiog 
put  off  his  robes,  he  ouquired  of  his  attendants  into  the  truth  of  the  transaction;  who 
told  him  what  hod  happened.  Then,  assuming  a  magisterial  power,  he  prohibitad 
the  king,  in  future,  from  hunting  on  a  Sunday ;  and  taught  his  diaciplea  tlio 
Kyrie  deyson,  which  he  had  heard  in  heaven  :  hence  this  ejaonlationy  in  many 
places,  now  obtains  as  a  part  of  the  moss  service.**  Tom.  it,  p-  217.  What 
shall  we  say  to  "  the  amiable  and  elegant  Eadmer*'  for  this  valuable  pieoa  cf 
biographicaJ  information  ? — The  face  of  things  was  so  changed  by  the  endettfoim 
of  Dunstan,  and  his  master,  Ethel wald,  that  in  a  short  time  leamix^g  was  genenUy 
restored,  and  began  to  flourish.  From  this  period,  the  monasteries  were  the 
schools  and  seminaries  of  almost  the  whole  cleigy,  both  secular  and  regular.'* 
Collier's  Ecclet.  History,  vol.  ii.,  p.  19,  coL  2.  That  Glastonbuiy  had  many  and 
oxcellont  books,  vide  Heame*s  ArUiquitUs  cf  OlatUmbwry ;  pp.  LZXiy-vn.  At 
Cambridge  there  is  a  catalogue  of  the  MSS.  which  were  in  Glaatonbiuy  libniy, 
A.  D.  1248. 

*  These  were  the  common  school  books  of  the  period. 

f  Though  the  abbey  of  Croyland  was  burnt  only  twenty-five  years  after  the 
conquest,  its  library  then  consisted  ef  900  volumes,  of  which  800  were  Terj  laigai 
The  lovers  of  English  history  and  antiquities  are  much  indebted  to  Imgnlpk  far 
his  excellent  history  of  the  abbey  of  Croyland,  from  its  foundation,  A.D.  084^  to 
A.D.  1091 :  into  which  ho  hath  introduced  much  of  the  general  history  of  ths 
kingdom,  with  a  variety  of  curious  onoodotos  that  are  no  where  else  to  be  fomid. 
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ttpon  noting  the  history  of  the  said  abbey.  From  Ingulph 
we  go  to  Lanfrang  ;  who,  in  his  earlier  years,  gratified 
his  book  appetites  in  the  quiet  and  congenial  seclusion 
of  his  little  farourite  abbey  in  Normandy :  where  he 
afterwards  opened  a  school,  the  celebrity  of  which  was 
acknowledged  throughout  Europe.  From  being  a  peda- 
gogue, let  us  trace  him  in  his  virtuous  career  to  the 
primacy  of  England ;  and  when  we  read  of  his  studious 
and  unimpeachable  behaviour,  as  head  of  the  see  of 
Canterbury,*  let  us  acknowledge  that  a  love  of  books 
and  of  mental  cultivation  is  among  the  few  comforts  in 
this  world  of  which  neither  craft  nor  misfortune  can  de- 
prive us.  To  Lanfiranc  succeeded,  in  book-fame  and  in 
professional  elevation,  his  disciple  Anselm  ;  who  was 
**  lettered  and  chaste  of  his  childhood,"  says  Trevisarf 
but  who  was  better  suited  to  the  cloister  than  to  the 
primacy.  For,  although,  like  Wulston,  Bishop  of  Wor- 
cester, he  might  have  ^^  sung  a  long  mass,  and  held  him 
apayred  with  only  the  offering  of  Christian  men,  and  was 

Db.  Henrt  :  book  iii.,  chap,  iv.,  §  1  and  2.  But  Icgulph  merits  a  more  parti- 
cular eulogium.  The  editors  of  that  stupendous,  and  in  truth,  matchless  colleo- 
tion  of  national  history,  entitled  RecMil  des  Hutoritm  des  OauUs,  thus  say  of 
him :  "  H  aToit  tout  vu  en  bon  connoisseur,  et  oe  qu'il  rapporte,  il  I'^crit  en 
homme  letti€,  judicieux  et  vni  :"  tom.  xi.,  p.  xlij.  In  case  any  reader  of  this  note 
and  lover  of  romance  literature  should  happen  to  be  unacquainted  with  th^ 
French  langua^,  I  will  add,  from  the  same  respectable  authority,  that  ''The 
readers  of  the  Bound  Table  Hittory  should  be  informed  that  there  are  many 
minute  and  curious  descriptions  in  Ingulph  which  throw  considerable  light  upon 
the  history  of  Ancient  Chivalry.**  Ibid.  See  too  the  animated  eiilogy  upon  him, 
at  p.  153,  note  a,  of  the  same  volume.  These  learned  editors  have,  however,  for- 
gotten to  notice  that  the  best,  and  only  perfect,  edition  of  Ingulph's  History  of 
Croyland  Abbey,  with  the  continuation  of  the  same,  by  Peter  de  Blois  and 
Edward  Abbas,  is  that  which  is  inserted  in  the  first  volume  of  Qale's  Merum 
Anglicarum  Scriptoret  Vderes :  Ozon,  1684.  (3  vols.) 

Lantbanc  was  obliged,  against  his  will,  by  the  express  command  of  Abbot 
Harlein,  to  take  upon  him  the  archbishopric  in  the  year  1070.  He  govemied 
that  church  for  nineteen  years  together,  with  a  great  deal  of  wisdom  and  authority. 
His  laigost  work  is  a  commentary  upon  the  Epistles  of  St.  Paul ;  which  is  some- 
times not  very  faithfully  quoted  by  Peter  Lombard.  His  treatise  in  favour  of  the 
real  presence,  in  opposition  to  Birenger,  is  one  of  his  most  remarkable  perform- 
ances. His  letters  "  are  short  and  few,  but  contain  in  them  things  very  remark- 
able.**   Du  Pin's  Eccletiastical  History,  vol.  xi.,  p.  12,  &c.,  edit.  1699. 

■f  jPolyckronicon,  Caxton'sodit.,  sign.  46,  rev. 
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holden  a  clean  mayde,  and  did  no  outrage  in  drink,"*  yet 
in  his  intercourse  with  William  II.  and  Henry  I.,  he  in- 
volved himself  in  ceaseless  quarrels ;  and  quitted  both 
his  archiepiscopal  chair  and  the  country.  His  memory, 
however,  is  consecrated  among  the  fathers  of  scholastic 
divinity. 

And  here  you  may  expect  me  to  notice  that  curious 
book-reader  and  Collector,  Girald,  Archbishop  oj  York, 
who  died  just  at  the  close  of  the  11th  century.  Let  us 
fancy  we  see  him,  according  to  Trevisa,t  creeping  quietly 
to  his  garden  arbour,  and  devoting  his  midnight  vigils  to 
the  investigation  of  that  old-fashioned  author,  Julius 
Firmicus;  whom  Fabricius  calls  by  a  name  little  short 
of  that  of  an  old  woman.  It  is  a  pity  we  know  not  more 
of  the  private  studies  of  such  a  bibliomaniac.  And 
equally  to  be  lamented  it  is  that  we  have  not  some  more 
substantial    biographical  memoirs  of   that  distinguished 

*  PclychronicoK.  Caxton's  edit.,  fol.  cccTJ.  rev.  Poor  Caxton  (towardB  whom 
the  reader  will  naturally  concoive  I  bear  some  little  affection)  is  thus  dragooned 
into  the  list  of  naughty  writers  who  hare  ventured  to  spoak  mildly  (and  joetlj) 
of  Anselm's  memory.  "  They  feign  in  another  fablo  that  he  (Ansolm)  tare  with 
his  teeth  Christ's  flesh  from  his  bones,  as  he  hung  on  the  rood,  for  withboldiii^ 
the  lands  of  certain  bishoprics  and  abbies  :  Polydorus  not  being  ashamed  to  i«. 
hearse  it.  Somewhere  they  call  him  a  red  dragon :  somewhere  a  fiery  aexpent^ 
and  a  bloody  tyrant ;  for  occupying  tho  fruits  of  their  vacant  benefices  about  hia 
princely  buildings.  Thus  rail  they  of  their  kings,  without  either  reason  or  ahame^ 
in  their  legends  of  abominable  lies :  Look  Eadmerus,  Helinandns,  ViDcenthia, 
Matthew  of  Westminster,  Rudbome,  Capgravo,  William  Caxton,  Polydorey 
and  others."  This  is  the  language  of  mastor  Bale,  in  his  Actet  of  SngiyA^ 
Votaryetf  pt.  ii.,  sign.  I.  vij.  rev.  Tisdale's  edit.  No  wonder  Heame  saya  of  tha 
author,  "eratimmoderataiutemperantia.** — Btncd,  AlibM.,  voL  i.,  pnefl  p.  zz. 

f  "This  yero  deyd  thomas  archbisohop  of  york  and  gyralde  was  arobebiahop 
after  him  ;  a  lecherous  man,  a  wytch  and  euyl  doer,  as  the  fame  tellyth,  for  under 
bis  pyle  whan  he  doyde  in  an  erber  was  founde  a  book  of  curyous  craftei^  the 
book  hight  Julius  f rumens.  In  that  booke  ho  radde  pryuely  in  the  under  tydea» 
therefor  unnetho  the  clcrkos  of  his  chircho  would  suffre  him  be  buryed  under  heuene 
without  hooly  chirohe,"  Polychronicon:  CaxtorCt  edit.,  sign.  43.,  4  rect.  (fol.  coexlij.) 
Godwyn  says  that  "be  was  laide  at  the  entrance  of  the  church  porch."  Bayle 
chargeth  him  (continuos  ho)  with  sorcery  and  coniuration,  because,  foreooth,  tluU^ 
after  his  death,  there  was  found  in  his  chamber  a  volume  of  Firraicos  :  who  writ 
of  astrology  indeed,  but  of  coniuration  nothing  that  ever  I  heard."  CaiaUtgma  qf 
the  Bithopt  of  England,  p.  453 — edit.  1601.  Concerning  Girard's  favourite  aatlMr, 
consult  Fabricius's  Bibl.  LaU  :  cura  Ernati,  vol  iii.,  p.  114,  &o.,  edit.  1778. 
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bibliomaniac,  Herman,  bishop  of  Salisbury;  a  Norman 
by  birth ;  and  who  learnt  tbe  art  of  l>ook  -  binding 
and  book-ill umiiiation,  before  he  had  been  brought 
over  into  this  country  by  William  the  Conqueror.* 
(A  character,  by  the  bye,  who,  however  completely 
hollow  were  his  claims  lo  the  crown  of  Eng-land,  can 
never  bo  reproached  with  a  backwardness  in  promoting 
learned ,  men  to  the  several  great  offices  of  church  and 
state.) 

LoRBN.  If  you  proceed  thus  systematically,  my  good 
Lysander,  the  morning  cock  will  crow  'ere  we  arrive  at 
the  book-annals  even  of  the  Reformation. 

Lysand.  It  is  ti-ue ;  I  am  proceeding  rather  too  metho- 
dically. And  yet  I  suppose  I  should  not  obtain  Lisardo's 
foi^riveness  if,  in  arrivmg  at  the  period  of  Hknry  the 
Second,^  I  did  not  notice  that  extraordinary  studeut 
and  politician,  Bbckkt  ! 

Lis,  At  your  peril  omit  him !  I  think  (<dthougli  my 
black-letter  reading  be  very  limited)  that  Bale,  ui  his 
English  Votaries,  has  a  carious  description  of  this  re- 
nowned archbishop ;  whose  attachnuTit  to  books,  in  his 
boyish  years,  must  on  all  sides  be  admitted. 

LvsANU.     You  ore  right.     Bale  ha^  some  extraordinary 

strokes   of  description    in    his   account  of  tliis  canonized 

dtaracter :  but  il'  I  can  trust  to  my  memory  (wliich  the 

I  jnice   of   Lorenzo's    nectar,    here    before    us,    may    have 

*  Ldoad  tdli  in  thai  Hernutn  orocted  "  a  Dobla  Ubnir;  at  Sailsbiuy,  haTlDg 
got  together  Mine  of  the  best  and  uii»t  aDcient  vrrks  i>r  ilbutriotia  uuthora  :"  i/s 
Senplm.  Uritan.,  v<d.  i.,  174 :  and  Dugdalc,  aacoriiing  to  Wiuion  {MovaitKait 
jIi^Jmhii.,  vol.  ilL,  ]j.  370),  najHthnt  "  lia  Mrii»  sofoud  of  letton  that  ho  did  Dot 
dlff^in  ta  bled  and  illuminBte  books.  " 

+  I  nuke  no  apology  lo  tha  reador  for  proaonting  him  with  tba  following  origf- 
Dkl  chftRicler  oCuor  oDca  highly  uad  justlj  cfilabmted  mouuruh,  Ueory  11.— by 
Iba  kUe  pen  of  Travisa.  "  Tbia  llENBV  II.  wna  aomowhal  ntddish,  with  largo 
ties  and  breast ;  and  yellow  eyon  lUid  n  dim  vutco :  and  Qoshy  of  body  ;  aud 
took  but  Boarcoly  of  meat  nnd  drink :  and  for  to  alMge  the  fatDOss,  he  travailed 
hia  body  with  buaineSB  ;  with  buatins,  with  Btanding,  ivith  wandaring  :  be  <ras  at 
mean  stature,  reoable  of  Hpoeoh,  and  well  y  lettered  ;  nobis  and  orpal  ia  knight- 
bood  ;  and  viae  ia  cuuneel  aud  to  battle ;  and  dread  and  doubtfuU  deitiny  ;  more 
tnanly  and  courteous  lo  a  Knight  wbeo  be  was  dead  than  whan  he  waa  aliTe  !" 
WjcAnuiin'B,  Cajlon'scJit.,  foL  ceciiij,,  rev. 
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somewhat  impaired),  Tyndale*  has  also  an  eqnally  ani- 
mated account  of  the  same — who  deserves,  notwithstand- 
ing his  pomp  and  haughtiness,  to  be  numbered  among 
the  most  notorious  bibliomaniacs  of  his  age. 

*  Wo  will  first  amuso  ourselves  with  Bale's  curious  account  of 

"  Thefrah  and  Ituty  heginniwjt  0/ Thomas  Beoket.  " 

As  those  authors  report,  which  chiefly  wrote  Thomas  Becket's  life — ^whoae  luuiiet 
are  Herbert  Boseham,  John  Salisbury,  William  of  Canterbuiy,  Alen  of  Tewkes- 
bury, Benet  of  Peterborough,    Stephen  Langton,    and  Richard   Croyland — he 
bestoyed  his  youth  in  all  kinds  of  lascivious  lightness,  and  lecherous  wantonn— 
After  certain  robborios,  rapes,  and  murders,  committed  inthe  king's  wan  at  the 
si(^e  of  Toulouse  in  Languedoc,  and  in  other  places  else,  as  he  was  oome  home 
again  into  England,  he  gavo  himself  to  great  study,  not  of  the  holy  scriptares,  but 
of  the  bishop  of  Rome's  lousy  laws,  whereby  he  first  of  all  obtained  to  be  arbh- 
deaoon  of  Canterbury,  under  Theobald  the  archbishop ;  then  high  chanoenor  of 
England ;  metropolitan,  archbishop,  primate ;  pope  of  England,  and  great  legafts 
from  antichrist's  own  right  side.    In  the  lime  of  his  high-chancellorship,  being  but 
an  ale-brewer's  son  of  London,  John  Capgrave  saith  that  he  took  upon  bim  as 
he  had  been  a  prince.    Ho  played  the  courtier  altogether,  and  fashioned  himsalf 
wholly  to  the  king's  delights.    He  ruffled  it  out  in  the  whole  cloth  with  a  mighty 
rabble  of  disguised  ruffians  ^t  his  tail.    He  sought  the  worldly  honour  with  him 
that  sought  it  most.    He  thought  it  a  pleasant  thing  to  have  the  flattering  ptaisaa 
of  the  multitude.    His  bridle  was  of  silver,  his  saddle  of  velvet|  his  stirmps^  Bpon^ 
and  bosses  double  gilt ;  his  expenses  far  passing  the  expenses  of  an  earl.    That 
delight  was  not  on  the  earth  that  he  had  not  plenty  of.    He  fed  with  the  Itttast^ 
¥ras  clad  with  the  softest,  and  kept  company  with  the  plesantest.    Was  not  this 
(think  you)  a  good  mean  to  live  chaste  ?      I  trow  it  was.      Englytke    VmUm/a^ 
pt.  ii.,  si^.  P.  vi.  rect.    Printed  by  Tisdale,  8vo.    The  orthography  is  modemiaedy 
but  the  words  are  faithfully  BaiHan !  Thus  writes  Tyndale :  and  the  king  made 
him  (Beckct)  his  chancellor,    in  which  office  he  passed  the  pomp  and  pride  of 
Thomas  (Wolsoy)  cardinal,  as  far  as  the  ones  shrine  pasdeth  the  others  tomb  in 
glory  and  riches.     And  after  that,  ho  was  a  man  of  war,  and  captain  of  five  or  six 
thoxisand  men  in  full  harness,  as  bright  as  St.  George,  and  his  spear  in  his  band ; 
and  encountered  whatHoever  came  against  him,  and  overthrew  the  jollyest  mtter 
that  was  in  the  host  of  France.     And  out  of  the  field,  hot  from  bloodsheddlng; 
was  he  mode  bishop  of  Canterbury ;  and  did  put  off  his  helm,  and  pat  on  Ui 
mitre  ;  put  off  his  harness,  and  on  with  his  robee ;  and  laid  down  his  spear,  and 
took  Ids  cross  ere  his  hands  were  cold  ;  and  so  came,  with  a  lusty  ooonige  of  a 
man  of  war,  to  fight  on  other  while  against  his  princo  for  the  pope ;  when  hlft 
prince's  cause  were  with  the  law  of  God,  and  the  pope's  dean  contraiy. 
qf  Popish  PrcUites.     Ti/»dak*s  HVX*,  edit  1572,  p.  861.    The  curious 
pher,  or  collector  of  ancient  books  of  biography,  will  find  a  very  different 
of  Becket  in  a  scarce  Latin  life  of  him,  printed  at  Paris  in  the  black  letter,  is 
fifteenth  century.    His  archiepiscopal  table  is  described  as  being 
for  great  temperance  and  propriety:  ''In  ejus  mensa  non  andiebantor 
non  coniicinos,  non  lira,  non  fialo,  non  karola  :  nulla  quidem  praterquam 
sploudidam  ct  iuuuduutcm  cpularum  opulontiam.    NuUa  gole,  nulla 
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Peterborough,  and  Glastonbury,  *  deserve  to  be  paitfca- 
larly  noticed  and  commended.  But  I  will  push  on  with 
the  personal  history  of  literature,  or  rather  of  the 
Bibliomania. 

I  should  be  wanting  in  proper  respect  to  the  gentle- 
manly and  scholar-like  editor  of  his  works,  if  I  omitted 
the  mention  of  that  celebrated  tourist  and  topographer, 
GiRALD  Barri,  or  Giraldus  Cambrensis;  whose  Irish 
and  Welch  itinerary  has  been  recently  so  beautifiilly  and 
successfully  put  forth  in  our  own  language.t    Giraldus, 

*  "  I  shall  retire  back  to  Oodttowt,  and,  for  the  farther  reputation  of  the  nmmi 
there,  shall  observe  that  they  spent  a  great  part  of  their  time  in  reading  good 
books.  .  There  was  a  oommon  library  for  their  use  well  famished  with  book% 
many  of  which  were  English,  and  divers  of  them  historicaL  The  Uvet  of  the 
holy  men  and  women,  especially  of  the  latter,  were  onrioiuly  written  ov  ywoJOM^ 
and  many  illuminations  appeared  throughout,  so  as  to  draw  the  nonns  the 
more  easily  to  follow  their  examples."  Heame*s  edit.  OuiL  Neubriff,,  toL  fi., 
p.  768.  Again  he  says,  "  It  is  probable  they  (certain  sentenoee)  were  wiittop  is 
large  letters,  equal  to  the  writing  that  we  have  in  the  finest  booka  of  oAoei^ 
the  best  of  which  were  for  the  use  of  the  nunns,  and  for  persona  of  dlstinotiaD, 
and  such  as  had  weak  eyes ;  and  many  of  them  were  finely  oovered,  not  uiUke 
the  Kiver  for  the  (Jospell  book,  given  to  the  chapell  of  Qlastoobniy  bj  Ung 
Ina."  p.  773.  Can  tho  enlightened  reader  want  farther  proof  of  the  ^■tfiwt 
of  the  Bibliomania  in  tho  nunnery  of  Godstow?  As  to  Peteriorougk  abbey, 
Ounston,  in  his  history  of  the  same  place,  has  copied  the  catalogue  of  the  dlff«^ 
ent  libraries  belonging  to  the  abbots.  Benedict,  who  became  abbot  in  IIT?,  had 
a  collection  of  no  less  than  f^tf-ieven  volunito.  But  alas  I  the  book  repute- 
tion  of  this  monastery  soon  fell  away :  for  master  Robert,  who  died  abbot  in 
1222,  left  but  seven  books  behind  him ;  and  Geoffrey  de  Croyland,  who  wn 
abbot  in  1290,  had  only  that  dreary  old  gentleman,  AvieoMO,  to  ke^  him  oom- 
pany  I  At  its  dissolution,  however,  it  contained  1700  volumes  in  MS8.  Oim' 
t(m*s  Peterborough,  p.  178.  Olastonbwry  seems  to  have  long  maintained 
its  reputation  for  a  fine  library ;  and  even  as  late  as  the  year  1248  it  coald 
boast  of  several  classical  authors,  although  the  English  books  were  onify  fimr  in 
number ;  the  rest  being  considered  as  "  vetustas  et  inutUia."  Tlie  '*1-TrfrrV_ 
authors  were  Livy,  Sallust,  Tully,  Seneca,  Vii^,  and  Pendus.  See  JcK 
frat,  Oloiton.,  vol.  ii.,  p.  423,  435:  Heame's  edit.  "Leland,"  says  WarfeM^ 
"  who  visited  all  the  monastories  just  before  their  dissolution,  seema  to  have 
struck  with  the  venerable  air  and  amplitude  of  this  Uhmy,"  EiaL 
Poetry,  Diss,  iL 

t  There  is  a  supplomontal  volume  to  the  two  English  ones^  oontaiidng 
only  complete  Latin  edition  extant  of  the  Welsh  Itinerary.    Of  this 
there  are  but  200  copies  ))rinted  on  small,  and  50  on  large,  paper.    Tlie  wl 
w(irk  is  most  creditably  exooutod,  and  does  great  honour  to  the  taste  and 
Mon  oi  its  editor.  Sir  Itichard  Colt  Uoaro,  bart. 
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long  before  and  after  he  was  Iiishop  of  St.  David's,  seems 
to  have  had  the  most  enthusiastic  admiratioii  of  British 
antiquities ;  and  I  confess  it  woiilil  have  Ijeen  amonsr 
the  keenest  delights  of  my  existence  (had  I  lived  at  the 
period)  to  have  heen  amon^  his  auditors  when  he 
read  alond  (perhaps  from  a  stone  pulpit)  his  three  books 
of  the  Topography  of  Ireland.*  How  many  choice 
volumes,  written  and  emblazoned  upon  snow-white 
vellum,  and  containing  many  a  curious  and  precious 
genealogy,  must  this  observing  traveller  and  curious 
investigator  have  examined,  when  he  was  making  the 
tour  of  Ireland  in  the  suite  of  Prince,  ailerwards  King, 
John  t  Judge  of  the  anxiety  of  certain  antiquated  tami- 
lies,  especially  of  the  Welch  nation,  which  stiraidated 
them  to  open  their  choicest  treasures,  in  the  book  way, 
to  gratify  the  genealogical  ardour  of  our  tourist ! 

Lis.  I  wish  from  my  heart  that  Girald  Darri  had 
been  somewhat  more  commnnicative  on  this  head  ! 

LoHEN.  Of  what  do  you  suppose  he  would  have 
informed  us,  had  he  indulged  this  bibliographical  gos- 
sipping  ? 

Lis.     Of  many  a  grand  and  man  y  a  curious  volume. 

Lysano.  Not  exactly  so,  Li.sardo.  The  art  of  book- 
illumination  in  this  country  wiis  then  suificiently  barba- 
roas,  if  at  all  known. 

Lib.     And  yet  I'll  lay  a  vellum  Aldus  that  Henry  the 

*  "  Uaring  Sniabed  hia  topngmph]*  of  Ireluic!,  which  consisted  of  throe  books, 
faa  published  it  at  Oxford,  A.  D.  1187,  ui  thu  followiag  maoDOr,  In  thros  dnyn. 
On  tbe  Unt  dny  be  rood  tho  first  book  to  a  |;rei>t  cnncourBo  of  }Hio|>le,  luul  aftsr- 
warda  ontsrtaiDcd  nil  tho  poor  of  tliD  tonii.  Oo  tho  aocond  day  he  mad  tho 
wKond  book,  and  eotertidned  all  the  Doctors  and  chiof  loholara :  and  oo  Iho 
thir<I  da;  he  nnd  tho  third  book,  and  ontertnined  tlio  younger  scholars,  soMiera, 
miH  hurgemos." — "A  most  glorioiia  Bpoetaolo  (saya  ho),  whiob  revived  the 
sjieiant  times  of  tho  pools,  and  of  which  no  oianiplo  bad  beon  seen  in  England." 
Thin  i»  eiven  by  Dr.  Hanrf  (h.  iii„  ch.  4,  %  2),  on  the  authority  of  Oiraldm'a 
own  bonk,  De  rrbit  a  K  galii,  lib.  L  a  IS.  Twyno,  in  his  arid  little  qiiorta 
lAtin  volDmeof  tlie.^>i((fHirwj  o/Oi/orrl,  sDyaiiotn  won!  about  it ;  and,  what 
»•  more  extraordinary,  il  is  barely  alluded  Ic  by  Antony  Wood  I  See  Mr.  dutch's 
gfODuina  edition  of  Wood's  An»aU  <\f  Ihe  VjUvfrtity  qf  Ojford,  vol.  i.,  pp.  60, 
169.  Warlon,  in  his  Uinlnry  of  EnglUh  Potlry,  ToL  L,  Disa.  ii.,  notices  Oiraldus's 
WDrk  with  hit  ubhuI  tuslooud  intarust. 
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second  presented  his  lair  Rosamond  with  some  choice 
Heurex  de  Notre  Dame!  But  proceed.  1  beg  pardon 
for  tliis  interruption. 

JjYSAND,  Nay,  there  is  nothing  to  solicit  pardon  for ! 
We  have  each  a  right,  around  Uiis  hospitable  table,  to 
indulge  oar  book  whims :  and  mine  may  be  as  tUntasti- 
cal  as  any. 

LoRKN.  Pray  proceed,  Lysander,  in  your  book-col- 
lecting history  I  unless  you  will  permit  me  to  make  a 
pause  or  interruption  of  two  minutes — by  proposing  as  u 
sentiment — " Success  to  the  Bibliomania!" 

Phil.  'Tis  well  observed :  and  as  every  loyal  sub- 
ject at  our  great  taverns  drinks  the  health  of  his  Sovo- 
reign  "  with  three  times  three  up-standing,"  even  so  let 
us  hail  this  sentiment  of  Lorenzo  ! 

Li.s.  Philemon  has  cheated  me  of  an  eloquent  speech. 
But  let  us  receive  the  sentiment  as  he  pmposes  it. 

LoRRN.  Now  the  uproar  of  Bacchus  1ms  subsided, 
the  instructive  conversation  of  Minerva  may  follow.  Go 
on,  Lysander. 

LvSAND.  Having  endeavoured  to  do  justice  to  Girald 
Barri,  I  know  of  no  other  particularly  distuiguished  bib- 
liomaniac till  we  approach  the  jera  of  the  incomparable 
KoGRR,  or  Friar,  Bacon.  I  say  incomparable,  Liorenzo; 
because  he  was,  in  truth,  a  constellation  of  the  very  first 
splendour  and  magnitude  in  the  dark  times  in  which  he 
lived ;  and  notwithstanding  a  sa^^acious  writer  (if  my 
memory  be  not  treacherous)  of  the  name  of  Coxe,  chooses 
to  tell  us  that  he  was  "miserably  starved  to  death,  be- 
cause he  could  not  introduce  a  piece  of  roast  beef  into 
his  stomach,  on  account  of  having  made  a  league  with 
8atan  to  eat  only  cheese  ;"* — yet  I  suspect  that  the  end 

'  "A  itort  Ireallte  lUelaringc  lAt  deittlaHe  vittednaie  q/ mafftcaU  teienei,  at 
lucronOMie,  ttmiiuvtum  <if  tpirUet,  ciltUum  lulmlngit,  and  ndu  lykt,  auuf*  ty 
PbaHOIB  Coxb."  Printed  b;  AUde,  12mo.,  without  date  (11  leaves).  FVom  thto 
curious  liKla  volume,  which  is  miporfidally  ooHcsd  by  Herbert  (lol,  fi.,  p,  689), 
the  reader  is  presented  with  the  following  eitnct,  sppertatmng  to  Lbo  Kba*e  rab- 
jecti      "I  myself  (soys  the  author)  kuew  a  priest  uot  for  from  a  town  oaUsl 


THE  LIBRARY.  161 

of  Bacon  viaa  hastened  by  other  means  more  disgriicefiil 
to  the  &^e  and  equally  painful  to  himself. 


I 


Bridgeirater,  which,  as  it  is  well  known  Id  the  oountr;,  was  a  graat  magfuian  in 
■II  hi*  life  ttino.  Aiter  be  ODoe  hegon  thono  prsotices,  ho  woulJ  never  eat  hrnaJ, 
but,  inntend  thereof,  did  always  eat  cAtit ;  which  thing,  tui  be  confessoil  divora 
times,  ha  did  bsmusa  it  wu  bo  ocmoluded  betwixt  bim  and  the  spirit  which 
servod  him,"  ko.  sign.  A  viii.  rect.  "  (R.)  Baeao's  end  wu  much  after  Cht  litt 
tori  \  far  baTing  a  greedy  duaira  unto  meat,  ho  oould  cause  Dothiug  to  enter  the 
■t<nnach— wherefore  thus  miserably  ho  starred  to  death."  Sign.  B.  iij.  rer.  Not 
hsTiDg  at  huid  John  Dee's  book  of  the  defence  of  Roger  Bacon,  from  the  charge 
of  aitrology  aod  magic  (the  want  of  wbioh  ona  laments  oa  pathetically  aa  did 
Naud^,  in  hie  "jlpulagie  potr  low  la  grawU  pmoHnai^a,  tte.,/auneBieiil  amp- 
pmna  dt  Afiufie"  Hayo,  1053,  8td,,  p,  488),  1  am  nt  a  Iota  to  aay  the  fine 
tbiiigs,  which  Doe  must  have  said,  in  commondatioo  of  the  extraordinary  talenbi 
of  RoaEa  BtCOS ;  who  was  miserably  matohed  in  tho  aire  in  nhich  he  linxl ; 
bat  wlio,  together  with  liis  great  patron  GnoStZStt,  will  shine  forth  as  Ijcacona 
to  futurity.  Dr.  Friend  in  hU  llUloni  of  PhgrU  ha«  enumerated  what  he  con- 
oeired  to  be  Bacon's  teadjni;  works;  while  Gower  in  bis  Ca»fado  Amanlii 
(C!aiton'>edit.,fol,  70),  has  mentioned  the  braara  head— 


fDT  to  Itllf 

®t  incli  l^cngB  aa  tcfelli: 

wbioh  was  the  Joint  manufacbiry  of  tho  patron  and  his  ilove.  Aa  lately  as  thoyeai 
I0H,  BacoD'a  life  formed  tho  subjoct  of  a  "famous  history,"  from  which  Walter 
Soolt  has  ^ren  us  a  facetious  anecdote  in  the  sorentb  volume  {p.  10)  of  Dry- 
tlen'i  Worla.  But  the  ourinua  iniestigntor  of  anciunt  times,  and  the  genuine 
lover  of  British  biography,  will  seize  upon  the  more  prominent  features  in  the 
life  of  this  renowned  philosopher ;  will  reckon  np  his  grant  discoTeries  hi  optia 
and  pbyiiici ;  and  will  fancy,  upon  looking  at  the  above  picture  of  his  study,  that 
au  explosion  from  gun-powdor  (of  which  our  philosopher  bos  been  thought  the 
inventor)  has  protruded  the  payings  whiob  are  leaiilug  agaiQst  its  sides.  Boeon's 
"  Opui  MaJHj,"  which  happened  to  meet  the  ayes  of  Pope  Clement  IV.,  and 
which  HSU  would  bave  encircled  the  neck  of  its  atilbor  with  an  hnndred  galden 
chuns,  and  procured  for  him  a  diploma  from  every  learned  society  io  Europe — 
ju«l  semidto  liberate  him  from  his  first  long  imprisonment.  This  was  succeeded 
by  a  subsequent  confinement  of  twelve  years ;  from  which  he  was  released  only 
time  enough  to  breathe  his  last  in  tho  pure  air  of  Leaven.  Whether  ho  eicpeniled 
3000,  or  30,000  pounds  of  our  present  money,  upon  his  eiperinionts,  can  now  be 
only  matter  of  conjecture.  Thoae  who  are  dlssatislied  with  the  meagre  manner 
in  which  our  early  biographers  have  noticed  the  labours  of  Roger  Bacon,  and 
with  the  Utrapntiijluul  story,  said  by  Twyne  to  be  propagated  by  our  pbilosopber, 
of  Julius  f^Hsor's  seeing  the  whole  of  the  British  coast  and  encampment  npon  tho 
Gallic  shore,  "  maiimorum  ope  specolorMm"  {Anti-jvit,  Aciil,  Oxnn.  Apolog. 
1808,  41e.,  p.  3S3),  may  be  pleased  with  the  facetious  story  told  of  him  by  Wood 


•  of  Otfonl,  vol.  i.,  216,  Gutcb's  edit.)  ai 


I  yetii 


,e  of  bis  works  noticed  by  Bishop  Tanner  iJiibl,  Brii.  llil*rii 


■e  by  the  minute  cata- 
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Only  let  as  imagine  we  see  this  sharp-eyed  |Aito60-1 
plicr  at  work  in  his  study,  of  which  yuiidcr  print  isJ 
f^enerully  received  as  u  representation  !     How  heedlessly^ 


did  he  hear  the  murmuring  of  the  stream  beneath,  aiid  or 
the  winds  without — immersed  in  the  vellum  and  |>arch- 
luent  rolls  of  theological,  astrological,  and  iiialhcmatical 
lure,  which,  upon  the  dispersion  of  the  libraries  of  the 

the  roDowing  eulogy  of  old  Tom  Puller  ronnot  toil  to  And  n  pa^ac*  t«  cMrj 
beort :  "  For  miDO  own  part  (taya  thii  deligbtfiil  ncd  origiul  writer)  I  bAnU 
the  Hams  of  Bacon  in  Oxford,  not  u  of  sn  Indhridiuil  man,  tnit  eurporaUaa  ol 
men  ;  no  single  curd,  hut  a  twieteit  cable  of  iniuiy  togethor.  And  u  nil  tha  aott 
of  atroDK  muD  uf  that  iiaturD  are  ntttibuted  to  an  HeraulH ;  all  the  (mdioUoni  al 
propbocpng  wiimea  to  a  Sibyll ;  *o  I  oouceire  nl)  thd  fttchi«n)aieBt«  at  tli* 
Oxonian  Bacoru,  in  tbmr  litrsral  itudit^a,  wo  aactibod  to  OKI,  aa  d>k<  ol  Ik 
uomo."    CAiutA  J/iitOfy,  book  iii.,  p.  tW. 
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Jews,  •  he  was  constantly  perusing,  and  of  which  so  large 
a  share  had  fallen  to  his  own  lot ! 

Unfortunately,  my  friends,  little  is  known  with  cer- 
tainty, thoug;h  much  is  vaguely  conjectured,  of  the 
labours  of  this  great  man.  Some  of  the  first  scholars 
and  authors  of  our  own  and  of  other  countries  have  been 
proud  to  celebrate  his  praises ;  nor  would  it  be  con- 
sidered a  disgrace  by  the  most  eminent  of  modem  ex- 
perimental philosophers — of  him,  who  has  been  described 
as  "  unlocking  the  hidden  treasures  of  nature,  and  ex- 
plaining the  various  systems  by  which  air,  and  earth, 
and  fire,  and  water,  counteract  and  sustain  each  other"  i~ 
— to  fix  the  laureate  crown  round  the  brows  of  our 
venerable  Bacon ! 

We  have  now  reached  the  close  of  the  thirteenth  cen- 
tury and  the  reign  of  Edward  the  First  ;J  when  the 
principal  thing  that  strikes  us,  coDnectcd  with  the  history 
ot^  libraries,  is  this  monarch's  insatiable  lust  of  strength- 
ening his  title  to  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  by  purchasing 

"  Wartoa,  is  his  leoonr!  DisBortalion,  Hiy»  tliat  "groat  mulUtudoa  of  thoir 
(the  Jowb)  booki  foil  into  tbe  bands  of  Rogor  Biuioiii"  and  rafeni  to  Wood's 
IliM.  tt  AntiquU.  Vniv.  Oxm.,  vol.  i.,  77,  1S2— wliere  I  Und  nthor  a  gljglit  noU- 
HcstioD  of  it — but,  ID  tbo  ganuine  edldon  of  this  lattor  work,  published  by  VLt. 
Outuh,  Tol.  i.,  p.  329,  It  is  said  :  "  At  tbeir  (tbe  Jews!  expulsion,  divers  of  their 
t«Qementi  that  wero  forfeited  to  tbe  Hag,  oame  into  tbe  bauilB  of  William  Bur- 
Doll,  Proroit  of  Weill ;  and  Uetr  hoott  (far  mao;  of  tbem  were  learned)  to 
divenofour  soholon ;  among  wbom,  aa  ia  verity  mippoeed,  ROQSB  BaCOH  «u 
one  :  and  that  ho  fumiahed  biniBolf  with  such  Hohrow  mritioa,  that  be  could  not 
elsewhere  Sad.  Also  that,  when  he  died,  ho  loft  them  to  the  FraDolBcan  librar; 
>t  Oxon,  whiob,  beiog  not  well  undontood  in  attor-timoB,  wero  oonEieinnod  to 
moUu  and  dust  1 "  Woep,  weep,  kind-bBortod  blbliomonioD,  when  thou  thinkoat 
npoatbs  fate  of  these  poor  Hebrew  MS9.  1 

t  Bm  a  poHodicol  papar,  enlitlod  Tht  Dirtctor  I  vol.  ii.,  p.  294. 

X  "  Eins  Edward  the  firat  cansed  and  oammittod  divert  copies  of  the  rooortU, 
and  nnoh  conoerDing  the  realm  of  SaoUand,  anto  divoni  abbiea  for  the  proscr- 
MWM  thereof  ;  wbiob  for  the  most  part  ore  now  poriBhotI,  or  mro  to  be  hod ; 
•od  vhioh  piivilie  by  tbe  dissolution  of  mooasterias  is  detoiood.  Tho  same  king 
eaoaed  the  librviDs  of  oil  monasterioi,  and  other  places  of  the  realm,  to  be 
purchased,  for  tho  further  and  manifeat  deokration  of  his  title,  as  ohief  Lord  of 
Sootland  :  and  tbe  record  thereof  now  eitont,  doth  alledgo  divers  legar  books  of 
kbbeya  for  tbe  oonSrmation  thereof  :"  PeUtJon  {to  Q.  £liiabetli)  for  on  academy 
at  ADtiquities  and  History.  Hearw's  Cwiow  ttiKonyus  m^n  %  •.■miiuni 
Atitiqiiaria  ;  vol.  ii.,  320,  edit.  177S. 
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"the  libraries  of  all  the  monasteries''  for  the  securing 
of  any  record  which  might  corroborate  the  same.  What 
he  gave  for  this  tremendous  book-purchase,  or  of  what 
nature  were  the  volumes  purchased,  or  what  was  their 
subsequent  destination,  is  a  knot  yet  remaining  to  be 
untied. 

Of  the  bibliomaniacal  propensity  of  Edward's  g^rand- 
son,  the  great  Edward  the  Third,  there  can  be  no 
question.  Indeed,  I  could  gossip  away  upon  the  same 
'till  midnight.  His  severe  disappointment  upon  having 
Froissart's  presentation  copy  of  his  Chronicles*  (ger- 
geously  attired  as  it  must  have  been)  taken  from  him  by 
the  Duke  of  Anjou,  is  alone  a  sufficient  demonstration 
of  his  love  of  books ;  while  his  patronage  of  Chaucer 
shews  that  he  had  accurate  notions  of  intellectual  ex- 
cellence. Printing  had  not  yet  begun  to  give  any  hint, 
however  faint,  of  its  wonderful  powers ;  and  scriveners 
or  book-copiers  were  sufficiently  ignorant  and  care- 
less.t 

The  mention  of  Edward  the  Third,  as  a  patron  of 
learned  men,  must  necessarily  lead  a  book-antiquary  to 

*  Whether  this  presentation  copy  ever  came,  eventuaUy,  into  the  kiogdoiB,  fa 
unknown.     Mr.  Johnes,  who  is  as  intimate  with  Froissart  as  Goiigh  was  with 
Camden,  is  unable  to  make  up  his  uiind  upon  the  subject ;  but  we  may  suppose 
it  was  properly  emblazoned,  &o.    The  duke  detained  it  as  being  the  propertj  of 
an  enemy  to  France  ! — Now,  when  we  read  of  this  wonderfully  cluTalrous  agey 
so  glowingly  described  by  the  great  Gaston,  Count  de  Foiz,  to  Master  IVoisMrt^ 
upon  their  introduction  to  each  other  (vide  St.  Palayo's  memoir  in  the  10th  toL 
of  L*Acadamie  df*  Imcripiiwu,  &c.),  it  does  seem  a  gross  violation  (at  least  ca 
the  part  of  the  Monsieur  of  France  ! )  of  all  gentlemanly  and  knigfat-like  fiselii^ 
to  seize  upon  a  volume  of  this  nature,  as  legitimate  plunder !  The  robber  should 
have  had  his  skin  tanned,  after  death,  for  a   case  to  keep  the  book  in  1   (X 
Edward  the  Third's  love  of  curiously  bound  books,  see  p.  118,  ante. 

f  **  How  ordinary  a  fault  this  was  (of  'negligently  or  willfully  altering  eopiW) 
amongst  the  transcribers  of  former  times,  may  appear  by  Chaucer;  who  (I  am 
confident)  tooke  as  greate  care  as  any  man  to  be  served  with  the  be^  and  htt«4« 
fullest  scribefi,  and  yet  we  finde  him  complayning  against  Adam,  his  mir^nm 
lor  the  very  same  :  ' 

So  ofte  a  daye  I  mote  thy  worke  renew. 
If  to  corroct  and  eke  to  rabbe  and  scrape^ 
And  all  is  thorow  thy  negl^rnce  and  rape. 

Aahmole  TkuUmM  Chcnicssi     ^ 


K 
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the  notice  of  his  eminent  chancellor,  Richard  Db  Bury  ; 
of  whom,  as  yoa  may  recollect,  some  slight  mention  was 
made  the  day  before  yesterday.*  It  is  hardly  possible 
to  conceive  a  more  active  and  enthusiastic  lover  of  books 
than  was  this  extraordinary  character ;  the  passion 
never  deserting  him  even  while  he  sat  upon  the  bench.l" 
It  was  probably  De  Bury's  intention  to  make  his  royal 
master  eclipse  his  contemporary  Chari.bs  the  Vth,  of 
France — the  most  renowned  foreign  bibliomaniac   of  his 

*  Sou  p.  29,  auto. 

t  "—patMcobBt  nobis  aditiia  taoilia,  regalia tavoriaintuilu, ad  librorom  IntobroH 
libslD  porBCrutAndai.  Amatis  <[iiippe  uostri  fama  volatllis  jam  ubique  percrabuit, 
tAtntuni(|ue  librorutn,  ot  ma^iiine  votenim,  fiirebiimur  oupiditate  lan^isaosre ; 
pono  veroquenilibet,  noBtrumprr  juotfliiu  faciliiu,  qaa,m  per  pKUHiam,  adjpuoi 
la^tonra."  Philobiblim  ;  livt  dt  Awiurt  Li'mrtn  (ride  p.  29,  ante),  p.  39  :  edit. 
L5M,  4io.  Bat  let  tlie  rsader  indulge  me  with  fmothor  oitract  or  tiro,  cuu- 
buning  evidenao  the  moet  unquestionable  of  tbe  savereat  sympboms  at  the  Biblio- 
KAXIA  that  aver  oaaiiiled  a  Ijunl  Chancellor  or  ii  Bishop  I — Magliabeehi  must  havo 
reai!  the  easuiDg  pasBaga  with  rapture:  "QuanLobrem  cum  prsdicti  principis 
rim  boaitato  suffuiti,  potiaemua  oboase  et  prodosse,  officers  et 
Icera  Tebemeuter  tarn  maioribua  quam  pusillia ;  ofSnienilit,  loco  leniorum 
nUDemm,  lococine,  doDorutn  et  iooalium,  tomiilenti  quateni,  ac  deiriplti 
oes  i  Qostiis  lamon  lam  alfeotibui,  quun  aspeotibus,  pretioN.  Tiioo  nobi- 
iMnmoruin  mDnastoriotum  aperiebantitr  iirmaria,  roforotxiutur  Kcrinia,  at  ciBtubo 
et  per  longs  sscula  in  BepidohriB  soponita  volumina,  eipergiscunt 
Mttonlta,  qawque  in  lods  tenobroeiii  latuorant,  uotsb  luds  radiis  perfunduntur." 
DflLlcatiBsimi  quondam  Itbrl,  cumipti  et  iLbhoniinabiles  iam  effocti,  miiriuiQ 
foetibus  coopeiij,  et  Tonuium  morsibua  terebroti,  iocabant  eianime»— et  qui  oUm 
purpuru  restiebantur  et  byiso,  nana  in  oineru  et  cllieio  recubantos,  obliTiooi 
trsditi  videbantur,  domicilia  tinearum.  Intor  hiec  nihilominnn,  captatia  leiaporl- 
bas,  mogii  voluptuoM  consedimuK,  quam  feciiuDt  Medicus  doHwtut  inter  aromatum 
■potlicHiw,  ubi  amoris  aoatri  objoctum  reporimua  et  Fomontum ;  sic  sacra  Toaa 
no  diapunMtioniB  provenarunt  arbitriiun  :  quiedani  data,  qnaidani 
iiilla  proiampore  oommodiitB,  Nimirum  cum  noa  ploriquo  do 
Jmjawnodi  donoHis  cemerent  oontentstofl,  ea  sponle  Dontris  usibus  Etuduarent 
bibnara,  quibus  ipei  liboiitiua  CBTDentnt:  quorum  tamen  negotia  Bio  aipediro 
lOi  giatiuii,  utet  eifldem  emolumontum  accreacerot,  nullum  tamon  iualitia 
detrimetilum  Hntiret."  '*  Porra  si  KTphoaaureoaet  argeuteoii,  id  equus  egr^oa, 
■i  nummomm  aummaa  non  modicas  amouomus  tunc  tomparis,  diTea  nobis  nrariuia 
inftaunUBe  posaamna ;  sod  roTera  USBOS  HON  LmHAa  maluimus,  codicesqtie 
plnequaro  (loreno*,  ac  paofletoa  eiiguoa  incravAtis  prrotulimua  palfridis,"  Pkiia- 
biUwn  ;  p.  SS,  30,  <tc.  Dr.  Jamea'a  prefaoo  to  tbis  book,  which  will  be  noticed 
in  its  pnper  place,  in  another  work,  is  the  reriast  piece  of  oM  maideaiah  parli- 
tiuluity  that  over  van  eihibitod  1  iluwcTcr,  the  editor's  ontbnaiastiu  admitatiun 
«t  t)K  Burj  obloiiu  hia  forgiveueas  in  the  bosom  of  every  honest  bibliomaniac  I 
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age  !  *  In  truth,  my  dear  friends,  what  can  be  more  de- 
%htlul  to  a  lover  of  his  country's  intellectual  reputa- 
tion than  to  find  such  a  character  as  De  Bury,  in  such 
an  age  of  war  and  bloodshed,  uniting  the  calm  and  mild 
character  of  a  legislator,  with  the  sagacity  of  a  philoso- 
pher, and  the  elegant-mindedness  of  a  scholar!  Foreigners 
have  been  profuse  iu  their  commendations  of  him,  and 
with  the  greatest  justice ;  while  our  Thomas  Warton,  of 
ever-to-be-respected  memory,  has  shewn  us  how  pleas- 
ingly he  could  descend  from   the  graver   tone   of  a  his- 

*  CBA'Rlsa  TH£  Fifth,  of  Praoca,  autj  he  oaJ}ed  the  f(mn(ter  of  the  Royal 
Lihraiy  thero.  The  hiBtoiy  of  his  first  oflortB  to  erect  a  d&UodbJ  libiai7  ti  ttnii. 
Id  port,  rolatod  hy  tho  compilars  of  Cat,  tU  la  BibliotUque  Rotiali,  pt.  i.,  p.  ij.  iij : 
"  Thia  wise  biiig  took  adTOHtngo  of  the  peace  which  then  ohtained.  In  order  to 
cultivate  Isttoia  more  Bueceaafiiliy  than  liail  hitherto  been  done.  Ha  wom  lemed 
for  liU  0^;  and  neror  did  a  prince  love  reading  and  bDok-ooUevtiDg  better  than 
did  be  I  Ho  wits  cot  only  conataotly  making  traDsoripta  hinuoU,  but  tha  Dohte- 
men,  oourtLois,  and  offioera  tho-t  HurrDOnded  him  TOluntarily  tenderod  th^rseifiuea 
[n  tho  like  cause  i  while,  cm  tho  other  hand,  a  numbor  of  learned  man,  lednoeil 
by  bis  liberal  rewards,  aporod  nothing  to  add  to  his  literary  treamros.  Cliulea 
DOW  dotermlDed  to  give  his  subjects  ever;  possibte  odTautago  from  this  Orcoaina- 
LiUoD  of  booka  ;  and,  with  thia  view,  he  lodged  them  in  one  of  tho  Tunnerr  t^  tXt 
Lmtn :  whfoh  tower  wu  benoa  called  La  Tour  it  la  Xiburu.  Tho  books 
oooupied  three  slories  :  in  tbe  firet,  were  desponted  260  Tolumes  ;  in  the  lecond 
280 ;  and  in  the  third,  S81  toIutubb.  In  order  to  proaerTa  thom  with  the  ntmoat 
CBiv  [say  3auvat  and  FeUbion),  tba  Idug  caused  all  the  wiodowa  of  the  bbnuj 
to  bo  fortified  »itb  iroQ  bare  ;  between  which  waa  painted  gloas,  aecomd  by  btaa- 
wires.  And  tbat  tbe  booka  might  bo  accessible  at  all  houra,  there  were  Bnspended, 
from  the  coiling,  tbirty  ohandoliors  and  a  silver  bimp,  wbioh  burnt  all  night  long. 
Tho  walle  were  wainsootted  with  Irish  wood  ;  and  the  oeiling  wh  oorered  with 
cypresB  wood ;  the  whole  bmug  curiously  sonlptured  in  hus-roliBf."  Whoenr 
has  not  this  catalogue  at  hand  (vide  p.  93,  ante)  to  make  himself  tnastor  of  atill 
further  curious  partieulars  relating  to  this  library,  may  examine  the  first  and 
secoud  volume  of  VAaidxmfx  da  InvriplioM,  &0.— from  which  tho  praoodii^ 
account  is  taken.  The  reoiler  may  also  look  into  Warton  (DUe.  11,  vol.  {.,  mga. 
f.  2) ;  who  add»,  on  the  authority  of  Boivin's  Mem.  Lit.,  ton.  iL,  p.  747,  tbat  tha 
Duke  of  Bedford,  regent  of  Fr&nca,  "  in  the  year  142fi  (when  tho  English  bocama 
masters  of  Paris)  sect  his  whole  library,  then  eoDdsting  of  only  853  ▼olmnss,  and 
valued  nt  2223  livrea,  into  England,  &c  I  have  little  doubt  but  that  Richoid 
Do  Bury  had  a  glimpse  of  this  infantine  royal  coUeotion,  from  the  fallowing  tii» 
sage—whieli  occurs  immediately  after  en  acoount  of  his  ambasB 

D  beate  Dour  Deorum  in  Syon,  quantus  impetus  Suminis  Toluptatis 
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rtorical  antiquary,  by  induli^ing;  himself  in  a  chit-chat 
I  style  of  book -anecdote  respecting  this  illustrious  cha- 
L  meter.* 


'  Aftur  luiving  intnidod,  1  taa,  by  the  preoodiog  note  respootiiig  IVcmA  Bih- 
'  I,  thare  is  auly  roou  left  to  say  uf  our  Ds  Burt — that  bo  wiu  tho  friaad 

d  correipiuideiit  of  Petiarcb— and  that  Mods.  Sado,  io  his  Memoiriqf  Pfirank, 
'  the  former  did  in  EngUad,  what  the  Inttor  ail  his  life  ms  irAag  fa 
i,  Italy,  and  0«rmany,  townrdi  tho  dUooveiy  of  tho  best  anoient  wrften, 

d  OMkiog  copies  of  thorn  under  his  owasiiparintendonce."  De  Bury  bequeathed 
•  valuable  libnuy  of  M3S.  to  Durham,  now  Trinity  Colloga,  Oiford.  Tho  books 
«(  this  Ubmry  wore  flnt  packed  up  ia  olfaats ;  but  upon  the  completion  of  Ui« 
TDOai  torac«iire  Uibdi,  "the;  were  put  into  pewsoratudisa,  undabainod  to  tbom." 
Wood's  BUlory  q/lhe  ViiiKriilj/  qf  Orfoni,  vol.  it.,  p.  Bll.  Q Utah's  odit.  Da 
Baiys  PhilobMioH,  from  wLich  so  much  has  been  extracted,  is  said  by  Morhof 
to  "  moi  aomewbot  of  the  nidenesB  of  the  ago,  but  is  rathor  elegantly  writton ;  ' 
and  DMiiiy  tbiogs  are  well  eipresned  in  it  relating  to  bibliotbiHiiaia."  PolyhitL. 
XAttnxr.,  voL  1.,  187.  The  real  author  is  supposed  to  have  been  Robert  Holoott, 
k  Damiaicaii  friar.  I  aiD,  however,  loth  to  suppress  a  part  of  trbut  Warton  bos 
n  pleaisntly  written  \,ia  above  alluded  to  by  Lysaader)  respectinK  sncb  a  favou- 
rite an  Ug  Burt.  "  Richard  do  Bury,  otherwine  t^led  Biubard  Aungervylle,  is 
■ikld  \a  hayo  alone  poyaessaJ  more  Iwoks  than  all  the  bishops  of  England  toffether. 
Bende  the  fixed  libraries  which  be  had  formed  !□  his  several  palacea,  the  Hoar  of 
hia  coniiuon  apartmant  was  so  covcmid  with  books  that  those  who  entered  could 
not  with  due  reverence  appnsacb  bis  presence.  He  kept  binders,  illuminatora, 
•nd  writera,  in  bis  palaces.  Petrarch  says  tbat  be  hod  once  a  converxatioD  with 
kdni,  oODceming  the  island  called  by  the  ancients  Tbule  ;  cnllinK  liir"  '  viruia 
Mdantis  iogenii'  While  chancellor  and  treasurer,  inatead  of  the  usual  present! 
•od  now-year'e  t{{fts  appendant  to  his  office,  he  chose  to  receive  those  perquisites 
in  books.  By  the  favour  of  Edward  IIL  he  gained  access  to  the  libraries  of  most 
of  the  capital  monasterieB  ;  whore  he  shook  off  the  dust  from  volumes,  preserved 
]n  Ghosts  and  prossos,  whiob  hod  riot  been  opened  for  many  ngea."  Pkii/Alhl^M, 
i^k  39,  80.— WartoQ  also  quotas,  b  English,  a  port  of  what  bad  been  already 
prescDted  to  the  neader  in  its  original  Latin  form,  f/irf.  ^^113/.  Pottry,  voL  I., 
Km.  n.,  note  g.,  rign.  b.  4.  Prettily  painted  as  is  this  picture,  by  Warton,  the 
oolonring  might  havo  been  somewhat  buigbtened,  and  the  effect  rendered  still 
nan  strikliig,  in  oonsequence,  if  tho  authority  and  the  words  of  Oodwyu  had 
bem  a  little  attonded  to.  In  this  latter's  Cuta%iK  <\f  tin  Biihopi  of  Snglaid, 
p.  B24-5,  edit.  1601,  wo  find  that  De  Bury  was  the  sou  of  one  SIR  RlCUaBD  Ax- 
atS-mlA,  knight:  "that  bosaithof  hlmiwlte  '  oislatico  quodam  Ubrorum  amore 
potentet  so  abrcptum'—tbat  he  was  mightily  carried  away,  and  evon  bexide  him- 
self, with  immoderate  love  of  bookes  and  desire  of  reading.  He  bad  olwaies  iu 
Us  honae  many  ohaplaines,  all  great  scbollers.  His  manner  was,  at  diimer  and 
■^por-tima,  to  banc  some  good  booke  read  unto  hitn,  wheroof  bo  would  discouiaa 
with  his  cbaplainaa  a  great  part  of  tho  day  following,  if  busioos  intermpted  not 
hi*  oourse.  Uo  was  very  bountiful  unto  the  pooro.  Weekely  be  bestowed  for 
Ihoir  reliefe,  S  quarters  of  wheat  made  into  bread,  beside  the  offall  and  fragmonta 
cl  his  tables.  Riding  belWiMno  Nawcastle  and  Durham  bo  would  give  SI.  in 
;  from  Durham  to  Stocton,  51.  :  from  Durhun  to  Auktoud,  S  murks  ;  from 
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LoREN.  The  task  we  have  imposed  upon  you,  my 
good  Lysander^  would  be  severe  indeed  if  you  were  to 
notice,  with  minute  Exactness,  all  the  book-anecdotes  of 
the  middle  ages.  You  have  properly  introduced  the 
name  and  authority  of  Warton  ;  but  if  you  suffered  your- 
self to  be  beguiled  by  his  enchanting  style,  into  all  the 
bibliographical  gossiping  of  this  period,  you  would  have 
no  mercy  upon  your  lungs,  and  there  would  be  no  end- 
to  the  disquisition. 

Lysand.  Forgive  me,  .if  I  have  transgressed  the 
boundaries  of  good  sense  or  good  breeding:  it  was  not 
my  intention  to  make  a  "  Concio  ad  Aulam** — as  worthy 
old  Bishop  Saunderson  was  fond  of  making — but  simidy 
to  state  facts,  or  indulge  in  book  chit-chat,  as  my  me- 
mory served  me. 

Lis.  Nay,  Lorenzo,  do  not  disturb  the  stream  of 
Lysander's  eloquence.  I  could  listen  'till  "Jocund  day 
stood  tip-toe  on  the  mountain.'' 

Phil.  You  are  a  little  unconscionable,  Lisardo :  bat 
I  apprehend  Lorenzo  meant  only  to  guard  Lysander 
against  that  minuteness  of  narration  which  takes  us  into 
every  library  and  every  study  of  the  period  at  whidi  we 
are  arrived.  If  I  recollect  aright,  Warton  was  obliged 
to  restrain  himself  in  the  same  cause.* 

LoREN.    It  belongs  to   me,  Lysander,  to  solicit  your 
forgiveness.     If  you  are  not  tired  with  the  discusskm  of 
such  a  various  and  extensive  subject  (and  more  paxOat- 
larly  from  the  energetic  manner  in  which  it  is  conducted 
on  your  pari),  rely  upon  it  that  your  auditors  cannot 

• 

Durham  to  Middlebam,  52."  &o.      This  latter  is  the  "pan  meliof^  of  cwf 
human  being ;   and  bibliomaniacs  seem  to  have  possessed  it  as  larg<^  •■ 
other  tribe  of  mortals.    I  have  examined  RichardBon*s  magnifioent  r^prinl 
Godwyn's  book,  in  the  Latin  tongue,  I«ondon,  1748,  folio ;  p.  747 ;  and 
nothing  worth  adding  to  the  original  text 


*  The  part  alluded  to»  in  Warton,  is  at  the  commencement  of  his 
sertation  **  On  the  Introduotion  of  Learning  into  Great  Britain."    Aftar : 
with  the  utmost  felicity,  among  the  libraries,  and  especially  the  mi 
of  the  earlier  and  middle  ages— he  thus  checks  himself  by  saying,  that  **im. 
suit  of  these  anecdotes,  he  is  imperceptibly  seduced  into  later  periodic  cr 
is  deviating  from  his  subject." 
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possibly  feel  emmd.  Every  thing  before  us  partakes  of 
your  enthusiasm:  the  wine  becomes  mellower,  and 
sparkles  with  a  ruddier  glow  ;  the  flavour  of  the  fruit  is 
improved ;  and  the  scintillations  of  your  conversational 
eloquence  are  scattered  amidst  my  books,  my  busts, 
and  my  pictures.  Proceed,  I  entreat  you ;  but  first,  ac- 
cept my  libation  oflfered  up  at  the  shrine  of  an  oflfended 
deity. 

Lysand.  You  do  me,  and  the  Bibliomania,  too  much 
honour.  If  my  blushes  do  not  overpower  me,  I  will 
proceed:  but  first,  receive  the  attestation  of  the  deity 
that  he  is  no  longer  affronted  with  you.  I  drink  to  your 
health  and  long  life ! — and  proceed : 

If,  among  the  numerous  and  gorgeous  books  which 
now  surround  us,  it  should  be  my  good  fortune  to  put 
my  hand  upon  one,  however  small  or  imperfect,  which 
could  give  us  some  account  of  the  History  of  British 
LSbraries,  it  would  save  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  by 
cansmg  me  to  maintain  at  least  a  chronological  con- 
astency  in  my  discourse.  But,  since  this  cannot  be — 
SDce,  with  all  our  love  of  books  and  of  learning,  we 
liave  this  pleasing  desideratum  yet  to  be  supplied — I 
must  go  on,  in  my  usual  desultory  manner,  in  rambling 
ttwmg  libraries,  and  discoursing  about  books  and  book- 
coDectors.  As  we  enter  upon  the  reign  of  Henry  IV., 
ire  cannot  avoid  the  mention  of  that  distinguished 
^lihrary  hunter,  and  book  describer,  John  Boston  of 
Aaj^    who    may  justly  be  considered  the  Leland  of 

'^  li  it  Mid  of  Boston  that  he  visited  almost  every  public  library,  and  described 

itiflM  of  every  book  therein,  with  punctilious  accuracy.    Pits  (593)  calls  him 

^^Nkpiiii^  litteratus,  et  bonarum  litterarum  fautor  ao  promoter  singularis."    Bale 

r  M^  adit.  1559)  has  even  the  candour  to  say,  "  nmA  sedulitate  et  diligentia 

msnium   regni  monasteriorum  bibliothecas    invisit:     librorum    coUegit 

et  authorum  eorum  nomina  :  quse  omnia  alphabetico  disposuit  ordine,  et 

nam  omnium  bibliothecam  fecit."     What  Lysander  observes  above  is  very 

i:  "non  enim  dissimulanda  (says  Gale)  monasteriorum  subversio,  quce  brevi 

•nbseouta  est — libros  omnes  dispersit  et  Bostoni  providam  dib'gentiam, 

parte,  inutilem  reddidit.  Her.  Anglicar,  Scrip.  Vet.,  vol.  iii.,  praef.  p.  1. 

^iDdofotigable  antiquary,  Thomas  Heame,  acknowledgjss  that,  in  spite  of  all 

in  the  Bodleian  library,  he  was  scarcely  able  to  discover  any  thing 

i'«  which  related  to  Beuedictus  Abbas — and  still  less  of  his  own  comjK)- 


tecol 
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L^'SAND.  And  not  greater  than  what  merits  to  be 
aid  of  it.  1  have  seen  this  splendid  bijou  in  the  charm- 
ing collection  of  our  friend  **•**•*,  It  is  a  small  thick 
folio,  highly  illuminated  ;  and  displaying,  as  well  in  the 
paintings  as  in  the  calligraphy,  the  graphic  powers  of 
that  age,  which  had  not  yet  witnessed  even  the  dry 
pencil  of  Perugino.  More  gorgeous,  more  beautifully 
daborate,  and  more  correctly  graceful,  missals  may  be 
in  existence ;  but  a  more  curious,  interesting,  and  per- 
fect specimen,  of  its  kind,  is  no  where  to  be  seen :  the 
portraits  of  the  Duke  and  of  his  royal  brother  Henry  V. 
being  the  best  paintings  known  of  the  age.  'Tis,  in 
truth,  a  lovely  treasure  in  the  book  way ;  and  it  should 
sleep  every  night  upon  an  eider-down  pillow  encircled 
with  emeralds ! 
^L  Lis.  Hear  him — hear  him !  Lysander  must  be  a  col- 
^Klateral  descendant  of  this  noble  bibliomaniac,  whose 
H  blood,  now  circulating  in  his  veins,  thus  moves  him  to 
•'  discourse  most  eloquently." 

Lysand.     Banter  as  you  please;    only  "don't  disturb 
the  stream  of  my  eloquence." 

The  period  of  this   distinguished  nobleman  was  that 

which   book-collecting   began    to  assume  a  fixed  and 

inportant    character    in    this    country.     Oxford   saw   a 

Ing  of  civilization  dawning   in   her   obscured   at- 

phere.    A  short   but  dark   night  had  succeeded  the 


of  Bnr^ndj)  his  wifa,  wns,  at  the  baf^Dning  of  the  18th  century,  in  tha  nutgnlfl- 
OMit  Ubnr;  at  Huloy,  Earl  of  Oifanl.  It  sftonrardi  camo  into  tho  coUootion 
«f  hii  daughter,  tho  nell-known  Ducbexs  of  FortlnDd ;  at  whose  sale,  !d  ITSO, 
H  wai  trarohaBod  b;  Mr.  Edwards  for  215  guineas ;  and  SOO  Ruineas  haTs  been, 
a  tmw  reus  ago,  offered  for  thia  identical  Toluroe.  It  is  ;et  tbe  property  of  thia 
iMt  nwntiiHiBd  gentleman.  Amoni;  tho  picturoa  in  it,  there  is  an  interustiog  one 
of  tha  whole  length  portnuta  of  tho  Dulta  and  I>uchcM  ;— tho  bead  of  the  former 
«f  <rtii<^  baa  been  enIaT|{ed  and  ongravod  bj  Vertuo  for  his  portraits  to  Ulustnite 
Oia  Hiitei;  of  England.  Tho  miual  froquantly  dispJoys  tho  arms  of  thoga  noblo 
pMWmogea ;  and  aUo  oflords  a  ploaaing  teitiniony  of  tho  affaotionota  gollantry 
of  thepair;  the  motto  of  the  former  boicg  "a  voitb  entibr  :"  that  o!  the  latter, 
'Via  bdh  cohtentb."  There  is  s  former  attoatation  in  tho  Tolnme,  of  its 
baving  been  giTen  by  tha  Doko  to  his  nephew,  Henry  VI.  aa  '■  a  roost  auitablo 
present. "  But  the  mhler  stiail  oonsult  (if  ho  can  proauro  It)  Hr.  Dough's 
eoriouR  Uttlo  ootavo  volume  written  expressly  upon  tho  subject. 
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patriotic  efforts  of  De  Bury;  whose  curious  volumes, 
•bequeathed  to  Trinity  College,  had  laid  in  a  melancholy 
and  deserted  condition  'till  they  were  kept  company 
by  those  of  Cobham,  Bishop  of  Worcester,  Rbdb, 
Bishop  of  Chichester,  and  Humphrey  the  good  Doke 
of  Gloucester.*    Now  began  the  fashion    (and  may  it 

•  We  wUl  fint  notice  Cobham,  Bishop  of  Woroester:  who  "hMwiag  had 
a  great  desire  to  show  some  love  to  his  mother  the  uniTerrity  of  Oxfonl, 
began,  about  the  year  1820,  to  build,  or  at  least  to  make  some  ropamUoiM 
for  a  Library,  over  the  old  congregation  house  in  the  north  chuich-TBid  of 
St.  Mary's;  but  he  dying  soon  after,  before  any  oonsiderablo  matter  vaa 
done  therein,  left  certain  moneys  for  the  carrying  on  of  the  wotk,  and  aD 
his  books,  with  others  that  had  been  lately  procured,  to  be,  with  tfaosa 
belonging  to  the  university  (as  yet  kept  in  chests)  reposed  thernn.*'  Soom 
controversy  afterwards  arising  between  the  University  and  Oriel  CdUege^  to 
which  latter  Cobham  belonged,  the  books  lay  in  dreary  and  neglected  state 
till  1367 ;  when  a  room  having  been  built  for  their  reception,  it  was  settled  that 
they  **  should  be  reposed  and  chained  in  the  said  room  or  solar ;  that  the  *aeholan 
of  the  University  should  have  free  ingress  and  regress,  at  certain  times^  to  make 
proficiency  in  them ;  that  certain  of  the  said  books,  of  greater  price,  shoold  be 
sold,  till  the  sum  of  /.  40  was  obtained  for  them  (unless  other  remedy  could  be 
found)  with  which  should  be  bought  an  yearly  rent  of  /.  3,  for  the 
of  a  chaplain,  that  should  pray  for  the  soul  of  the  said  bishop,  and  other 
factors  of  the  University  both  living  and  dead,  and  have  the  custody  or 
of  the  said  books,  and  of  those  in  the  ancient  chest  of  books,  and  chest  of  rolls**' 
Wood's  HisL  qf  the  Univerdty  qf  Oxford,  vol.  ii.,  pt.  iL,  911.  Gutch'i 
William  Redb,  or  Read,  bishop  of  Chichester,  "  sometimes  Fellow  (of 
College)  gave  a  chest  with  /.  100  in  gold  in  it,  to  be  borrowed  by  the  Fellows  for 
their  relief ;  bond  being  first  given  in  by  them  to  repay  it  at  their  departure  from 
the  college  ;  or,  in  case  they  should  die,  to  be  paid  by  their  executors  :  A.  D. 
1376.  He  also  built,  about  the  same  time,  a  Library  in  the  college ;  being  the 
first  that  the  society  enjoyed,  and  gave  books  thereunto.  '*  Wood's  JSttttny  qf 
the  Colleges  arid  Halls,  p.  15,  Outch's  edit.  In  Mr.  Nicholl's  Appendix  to  tkt 
History  of  Leicester,  p.  105,  note  20,  I  find  some  account  of  this  distinguished 
literary  character,  taken  from  Tanner's  Bibl.  Britan.,  p.  618.  He  is  described,  u 
both  authorities,  as  being  a  very  learned  Fellow  of  Morton  College,  where  he 
built  and  furnished  a  noble  library  ;  on  the  waU  of  which  was  painted  his  portrait^ 
with  this  inscription:  "Gulielmus  REDiSus,  episoopus    Cicbstbinsib,   Maon- 

TEB  in  THEOLOOIA,  PROFUNDUS  ASTR0N0MU8,  QUONDAM   8001US  IffTIUa    OOLLBOII, 

QUI  HANG  LIBRAIUAM  FIERI  FECIT. "  Many  of  Read's  mathematical  instnimeutSy 
as  well  as  his  portrait,  were  preserved  in  the  library  when  Harrison  wrote  his 
description  of  England,  prefix'd  to  Holinshed's  Chronicles  ;  some  of  the  former 
of  which  came  into  the  possession  of  the  historian.  For  thus  writes  HarriaoQ  : 
"  William  Read,  sometime  fellow  of  Merteine  college  in  Oxford,  doctor  of 
divinitie,  and  the  most  profound  astronomer  that  Uued  in  his  time,  as  appearsth 
by  his  collection,  which  some  time  I  did  possesse ;  his  image  is  yet  in  the  librarie 
there;  and  manie    instruments  of  astronomic  reserued    in  that  house,"  Iec 
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never  fall  to  decay!)  of  making  presents  to  public  libra- 
ries :  —  but,  during  the  short  and  splendid  career  of 
Henry  v.,  learning  yielded  to  arms:  the  reputation  of 
a  scholar  to  that  of  a  soldier.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
thing  at  this  period,  connected  with  the  subject  of  our 
discourse,  that  deserves  particular  mention ;  although 
we  ought  never  to  name  this  illustrious  monarch,  or  to 
think  of  bis  matchless  prowess  ia  arms,  without  calling 

Cirmicla  (1587),  edit  1807,  vol.  i.,  p.  237.  In  the  Tear  1808,  nheD  I  visited 
Ibe  anrient  and  iatireiMng  brick.flooreil  librarf  of  MortoD  Coiloge,  for  the 
porpoH  of  exBmiDLag  e&rly  printed  boolcH,  I  looked  iround  in  vain  for  the  trace«, 
bowever  faded,  ol  Bead's  portrait :  Dor  cuiUd  I  discDver  a  tingle  vestige  of  tba 
BiBLIOTSECA  HKADU!ii  I  The  niemory  of  thia  onoe  celebrated  bishop  livaa 
therefore  only  in  wLat  booka  faiLTa  racorded  of  him ;  arid  thia  brief  and  verhat 
pieltirt  of  Read  ia  hero  drawn— ai  waa  the  more  finiahed  raaemblaDoe  of  Chaucer 
b7  the  pencil,  vhich  OccleTe  has  left  bohiod— 

Cfiat  Ititi  thai  datf  of  itita  IobI  tdoutc  anb  msnlit 
Sb  I^i*  pnnlurt  mag  agrinr  tint  fgnDc. 

Hdmfbeet,  Duko  of  Gloucester,  "  i:ommonl7  collud  t/tr  good,  waa  jaungeit 
brother  to  Henry  V.  and  the  (irat  foundsr  of  tho  univanity  libnry  in  Oiford, 
which  wsa  pillaged  of  tho  greater  part  of  its  books  in  the  raiga  of  Bdnard  tha 
Sirth."  Park's  edit,  of  tbe  Jlm/al  and  Noble  Aul/iors  ;  Tol.  i.,  1B8.  "Ai  (or 
tbe  booki  which  he  gave  (luys  Wood)  they  nere  very  many,  more  by  far  than 
■uthon  report;  for  whereas  'tis  said  he  gave  129,  you  ahail  tind  anon  that  they 
*ere  more  than  treble  tbe  Dumber."  The  Duke's  firat  gift,  in  1439,  of  ooe 
handrtd  and  twenty-nine  Creatisea,  was  worth,  occoriiing  to  Wood,  tt  thouaaud 
pounds.  All  his  book  prsaanta,  "aioounting  to  above  BOO  (mostly  treating  of 
divinity,  pbysic,  history,  and  humanity)  which  were  from  several  parts  of  tha 
world  obtained,  were  trajiBDiitted  to  tho  univeraity,  and  for  tbe  preaont  laid  up 
in  cheita  in  Cobhora's  libmry.  Tho  catalogue  aiso  of  them  which  ware  then 
sent,  and  the  indenturee  for  tho  receipt  of  the  aaid  books,  yiore  laid  up  io  the 
cheat  oolled  Cuts  Librarum  el  Roiulonm."  Hiilmy  (or  Annals)  of  the  Uni- 
rmilfcj  Offord;  vol.  ii.,  pt.  il.,  614.  Outch'a  edit.  Couault  alao  the  recent 
and  very  omunug  Billon/  of  lie  lame  VnimriUy,  by  Mr.  A.  Chalmen,  Tol.  ii., 
p.  i&i.  Lelond  haa  not  forgotten  thi>  distinguished  bibliomaniac  ;  for  be  thua 
hndi  him  in  rotoon  vene : 

Ttin  elan  nwmlalt  vlii  togata 


llignam  l«n>po».  ri 


'ft  Beanu  -.  edit  1770.  vol  ii 
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to  mind  how  he  adorned  the  rough  character  of  a  soldier 
by  the  manners  of  a  prince,  the  feelings  of  a  Christian, 
and,  I  had  almost  said,  the  devotion  of  a  saint. 

The  reign  of  his  successor,  Henry  VI.,  was  the  reign 
of  trouble  and  desolation.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  that 
learning  drooped,  and  religion  "  waxed  faint,"  'midst  the 
din  of  arms  and  the  eflusion  of  human  blood.  Yet  to- 
wards the  close  of  this  reign  some  attempt  was  made  to 
befriend  the  book  cause ;  for  the  provost  and  fellows  of 
Eton  and  Cambridge  petitioned  the  king  to  assist  them 
in  increasing  the  number  of  books  in  their  libraries;* 
but  the  result  of  this  petition  has  never,  I  believe,  been 
known. 

I  had  nearly  passed  through  the  reign  of  Heiiry  the 
Sixth  without  noticing  the  very  meritorious  labours  of 
a  sort  of  precursor  of  Dean  Colet ;  I  mean.  Sir  Walter 
SiiBRiNGTON.     He  w^as  a  most  assiduous  bibliomaniac  ;t 

*  In  tho  manuscript  history  of  Eton  CoUegfe,  in  the  British  Monenm  ( JfSSL 
Donat,  4840,  p.  154.),  the  Provost  and  Fellows  of  Eton  and  Cambridge  an 
8tate<l,  in  the  25th  of  Henry  the  Siith,  to  have  petitioned  the  kin^  thai,  aa  theia 
new  colle^^  were  not  sufficiently  seise<l  of  books  for  divine  service,  and  for  their 
libraries,  ho  would  bo  pleased  to  order  one  of  his  chaplains,  Richard  Gbeetn^ 
"  to  take  to  him  such  men  as  shall  be  seen  to  him  expedient  in  order  to  gat 
knowlod^  whore  such  l>ooke8  may  be  found,  paying  a  reasonable  price  for  thm 
same,  and  that  the  sayd  men  might  have  the  first  choice  of  such  bookea,  orna- 
ments, &C.,  before  any  man,  and  in  especiall  of  all  manner  of  bookea,  oruamenti^ 
and  other  necessaries  as  now  fate  Kftt  perteyHtfng  to  the  Dnbe  qf  Qlcmttkr, 
and  that  the  king  would  particular(ly)  cause  to  be  employed  herein  John  PfB 
his  stacioucr  of  London."  For  this  anecdote  I  am  indebted  to  Sir  H.  EUia. 
See  also  tho  interesting  note  in  Warton's  liUt,  Engl.  Poet,,  ditt,  IL,  tiff*,  f.  % 

t  "  Over  the  east  (jundrant  of  this  (great)  cloyster  (on  the  north  aide  of  this 
church)  was  a  fnyrc  librarie,  buildctl  at  the  costes  and  charges  of  (Sir)  WaLTAB 
SiiKRiNr.TON,  chancellor  of  the  duchie  of  Lancaster,  in  the  raigne  of  Henrie 
tho  6.  which  hath  lH>ene  well  fumishetl  with  faire  written  books  nr  Tnxni: 
but  few  of  them  now  do  rcmaine  there. "  AHtiquiiiet  of  Glcutonbury;  Heanie't 
edit.  1722 ;  p.  308. 

Regt'hitioHS  coHcerHi'itg  Slieriugioii's  Library, 

"  Quodque  dicta  libraria,  hostii<t  ipsius  per  pncfatos  capellanos  costodet  qoriMB, 
ot  eorum  suceessores,  aut  altenim  ipsorum,  apertis  singulis  dieboa  prafaitit 
annuatim  &  festo  Nativ.  l>eat.  Mar.  Viiig.  us^ue  festiim  Annundacionia  ejasden, 
ob  ortu  solis,  donee  hom  nona  poet  altam  missam  de  servicio  diet  In  diets 
ccclesiA  cathedrali  finiatur :  et  iterum  ab  bora  prima  poet  meridiem  aqfot  ad 
fincm  completorii   in  cadem  ecclesia  cathedrali,  vel  saltern  luque  ad 
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and,  in  the  true  spirit  of  ancient  monachism,  conceived 
that  no  cathedral  could  be  perfect  without  a  library. 
Accordingly,  he  not  only  brought  together  an  extraor- 
dinary number  of  curious  books,  but  framed  laws  or 
regulations  concerning  the  treatment  of  the  books,  and 
the  hours  of  perusing  them ;  which,  if  I  can  trust  to  my 
memory,  are  rather  curious,  and  worth  your  examina- 
tion. They  are  in  Heame's  edition  of  the  Antiquities  of 
Glastonbury,  composed  in  our  own  language. 

We  now  enter  upon  the  reign  of  an  active  and  enter- 
prising monarch  ;  who,  though  he  may  be  supposed  to 
have  cut  his  way  to  the  throne  by  his  sword,  does  not 
appear  to  have  persecuted  the  cause  of  learning ;  but 
ratiier  to  have  looked  with  a  gracious  eye  upon  its 
operations  by  means  of- the  press.  In  the  reign  of 
Edward  IV.,  our  venerable  and  worthy  Caxton  fixed 
the  first  press  that  ever  was  set  to  work  in  this  country, 
in  the  abbey  of  Westminster.  Yes,  Lorenzo ;  now  com- 
menced more  decidedly,  the  aera  of  Bibliomania  !  Now 
the  rich,  and  comparatively  poor,  began  to  build  them 
small  Book  Rooms  or  Libraries.  At  first,  both  the  archi- 
tecture and  furniture  were  sufficiently  rude,  if  I  remem- 
ber well  the  generality  of  wood  cuts  of  ancient  book- 
boudoirs: — a  few  simple  implements  only  being  deemed 
necessary;  and  a  three-legged  stool,  '^in  fashion  square 

soils  per  eofidem,  seu  eorum  alterum,   sic  continue  diligenter  oustodiatur.     £t 

eciam  singulis  diebus  profestis  annuatim,  ab  eodem  festo  Annunciacionis  beatae 

Marin  Vii^nis  usque  ad  pnedictum  festum   nativitatis  ejusdem,   ab  bora  diei 

sexta,  donee  bora  nona  iK>st  altam  missam  in  dicta  ecclesia  catbedrali,  et  iterum 

ab  bora  prima  post  meridiem  quosquo  completorium  in  eadem  ecclesia  cathedrali 

finiatur,  per  prsefatos  capellanos,  seu  eorum  alterum  et  successores  suos  custodes 

diotsB  librariflB  debits  et  diligenter  aperta,  custodiatur,  nisi  causa  racionabilis  hoc 

fieri  impediat.     Ita  quod  nullum  dampnum  eidem  librarise  aut  in  libris,  aut  in 

bosiiis,  seruris  vel  fenestris  vitreis  ejusdem,  ex  negligenda  dictorum  capellano- 

mm  aut  successorum  suorum  custodum  dict«e  librarise  evenire  contingat.     Et  si 

quid  dampnum  bujusmodi  in  pnemissis,  seu  aliquo  prssmissorum,  per  negligon- 

ciam  ipsorum  capellanorum,  seu  eorum  alterius,  aut  successorum  suorum  quoque 

mode  imposterum  eyenerit,   id  vel  ipsa  dampnum  aut  dampna  reoompensare, 

emendare  et  satisfacere,  tooiens  quociens  contigerit,  de  salariis  seu  stipendiis  suis 

propriis,  auctoritate  et  judioio  dictorum  Decani  et  Capituli,  debeant  et  teneantur, 

ut  est  justum.    Ceteris  vero  diebus,  noctibus  et  temporibus  hostia  prsedicta,  cum 

eorum  seruris  et  olavibus,  omnino  sint  dausa  et  secure  serata."    Id  :  p.  193. 

o2 
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Sedge  grew,  judgment  increased,  hooks  were  dispersed, 
"<he  scripture  was  read,  stories  were  opened,  times  com- 
3iared,  truth  discerned,  falsehood  detected,  and  with 
&ifrer  pointed  (at) — and  all,  through   the   bbnefjt  op 

PRINTING."* 

Lis.  Now  you  have  arrived  at  this  period,  pray  con- 
centrate your  anecdotes  into  a  reasonable  compass.  As 
you  have  inveig:led  lis  into  the  printing-office  of  Caxton, 
_i    am   fearlU,  from  your  strong  attachment  to  him,  that 

Tve  shall  not  get  over  the  threshhold  of  it,  into  the  open 

aiir  again,  until  midnight. 

fePnlL.    Order,  order,  Lisardo  !    This  is  downright  rude- 
ess.    ■  I  appeal  to  the  chair  ! — 
LoRiiNZ.       Lisardo     is     unquestionably     reprehensible, 
^is  eagerness  makes  him   sometimes  lose    sight  of  good 
"breeding. 

Lysand.  I  was  going  to  mention  some.  Vellum  and 
J'resmlalion  copies — but  I  shall  hurry  forward. 

Lis.  Nay,  if  you  love  me,  omit  nothing  about  "  veL 
lum  and  presentation  copies."  Speak  at  large  upon  these 
glorious  subjects. 

L^'SAND.  Poor  Lisardo !  —  we  must  build  an  iron 
cage  to  contain  such  a  book-madman  as  he  promises  to 
become ! 

Phil.  Proceejl,  dear  Lysander,  and  no  longer  heed 
these  interruptions. 

Lysand.  Nay,  I  was  only  about  to  observe  that,  as 
Caxton  is  known  to  have  printed  upon  vellum,f  it  is  most 
probable  that  one  of  his  presentation  copies  of  the  ro- 
mances of  Jaswt  and  Godfrey  of  Boulogne  (executed 
under  the  patronage  of  Edward  IV.),  might  have  been 
printed  tn  the  same  manner.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  seems 
K>nable  to  conclude  that  Edward  the  Fourth  was  not 
»Iy  fond  of  books,  as  objects  of  beauty  or  curiosity,  but 
lat  he   had    some   aSection    for  literature   and    literary 

Dt  9fMa,H.jri,  tdI.  i.,  p.  927 ;  odit.  1341. 

e  recent  edition  o(  the   TypajTnphiea'  Antl^'tiei  at  our  own 

r:  toL  i,  p.  68,  187,  383. 
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characters ;  for  how  could  the  firm  friend  and  generous 
patron  of  Thtoft,  Earl  of  Worcrster — with  whom 
this  monarch  had  spent  many  a  studious,  as  well  as 
jovial,  hour — be  insensible  to  the  charms  of  inteUectual 
refinement !  Pause  we  here  for  one  moment — and  let  us 
pour  the  juice  of  the  blackest  grape  upon  the  votive 
tablet,  consecrated  to  the  memory  of  this  illustrious 
nobleman  !  and,  as  Caxton  has  become  so  fashionable* 
iimong  us,  I  will  reiid  to  you,  from  yonder  beautiful  copy 
of  his  English  edition  of  "  Tidly  upon  Friendship"  a  part 
of  our  printer's  aflecting  eulogy  upon  the  translator: — 
'*  O  [good  blessed  Lord  God,  what  great  loss  was  it  of 
that  noble,  virtuous,  and  well-disposed  lord!  When  I 
remember  and  advertise  his  life,  his  science,  and  his  vir- 
tue, me  thinketh  God  not  displeaseii  over  a  great  loss  of 
such  a  man,  considering  his  estate  and  cunning,"  &c. 
'*  At  his  death  every  man  that  was  there,  might  learn  to 
die  and  take  his  (own)  death  patiently ;  wherein  I  hope 
and  doubt  not,  but  that  God  received  his  soul  into  his  ever- 
lasting bliss.  For  as  I  am  informed  he  right  advisedly 
ordained  all  his  things,  as  well  for  his  last  will  of  worldly 
goods,  as  for  his  soul's  heidth ;  and  patiently,  and  holily, 
without  grudging,  in  charity,  to  fore  that  he  departed 
out  of  this  world  :  which  is  gladsome  and  joyous  to 
hear." — What  say  you  to  this  specimen  of  Caxtonian 
eloquence  ? 

Lis.  It  has  a  considerable  merit ;  but  my  attention 
has  been  a  good  deal  diverted,  during  your  appropriate 
recital  of  it,  to  the  beautiful  condition  of  the  copy. 
Thrice  happy  Lorenzo !  what  sum  will  convey  this 
volume  to  my  own  library  ! 

LoRBN.  No  offer,  in  the  shape  of  money,  shall  take  it 
hence.  I  am  an  enthusiast  in  the  cause  of  Tiptofl ;  and 
am  always  upon  the  watch  to  discover  any  vcdume, 
printed  by  Caxton,   which  contains  the  composition  of 

*  As  A  proof  of  the  ardour  with  which  the  books  printed  by  him  are  nowMqglit 
after,  the  reader  shall  judge  for  himself— when  he  is  informed  that  an  imparfiet 
copy  of  the  Golden  Legend.,  one  of  Caxton's  commonest  prodnctioiii^  prodootd  li 
a  book  sale,  a  few  months  ago,  the  sum  of  IteeRfy-tevem  guineas ! 
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the  hapless  Earl  of  Worcester !  Dr.  Henry  has  spoken 
so  handsomely  of  hun,  and  Mr.  Park,  in  his  excellent 
edition  of  Walpole's  Royal  and  Noble  Authors,*  has 
made  his  literary  character  so  interesting  that,  con- 
sidering the  dearth  of  early  good  English  authors,t  I 
know  of*  no  other  name  that  merits  greater  respect  and 
admiration. 

Lysand.  True ;  and  this  nobleman's  attention  to  the 
acquisition  of  fine  and  useful  books,  when  he  was  abroad, 
for  the  benefit  of  his  own  country,^  gives  him  a  distin- 
guished place  in  the  list  of  BibliOxMANIACS.  I  dare  say 
Liisardo  would  give  some  few  hundred  guineas  for  his 
bust,  executed  by  Flaxman,  standing  upon  a  pedestal 
composed  of  the  original  editions  of  his  works,  bound  in 
grave-coloured  morocco  by  his  favourite  Faulkener  ?§ 

Lis.     I  entreat  you  not  to  inflame  my  imagination  by 

•  Vol  i.,  p.  200,  &c.  HisUyry  of  Great  Britain,  by  [Dr.  Henry,  vol.  x., 
p.  143,  &c. 

+  "  In  the  library  of  Glastonbury  abbey,  in  1248,  there  were  but  four  books 
in  Engleish,  &c.  We  have  not  a  single  historian,  in  Engleish  prose,  before  the 
reign  of  Richard  the  Second ;  when  John  Treviza  translateed  the  Polychronicon 
of  Randal  Higden.  Boston  of  Bury,  who  seems  to  have  consulted  all  the 
monasterys  in  Engleland,  does  not  mention  one  author  who  had  written  in 
Engleish  ;  and  Bale,  at  a  lateer  period,  has,  comparatively,  but  an  insignificant 
number :  nor  was  Leland  so  fortunate  as  to  find  above  two  or  tliroe  Engleish 
books,  in  the  monastick  and  other  library's,  which  he  rummage'd,  and  cxplore'd, 
under  the  king's  commission.'*  Ritson's  Dissertation  on  Romance  and  Min- 
strelsy :  prefixed  to  his  Ancient  Engleiili  Metrical  Romancees,  vol.  i.,  p.  Ixxxi. 

X  Dr.  Henry's  History  of  Great  BriUiin ;  ihld :  from  which  a  copious  note 
has  been  given  in  the  new  edition  of  our  Typographical  Antiquities ;  vol.  i., 
p.  127,  &c. 

§  Henry  Faulkener,  no.  4,  George  Court,  near  the  Adelphi,  in  the  Strand.  An 
honest,  industrious,  and  excellent  book-binder  :  who,  in  his  mode  of  re-binding 
ancient  books  is  not  only  scrupulously  particular  in  the  preservation  of  that  im- 
portant ]>art  of  a  volume,  the  margin ;  but,  in  his  ornaments  of  tooling,  is  at 
once  tasteful  and  exact.  Notwithstanding  these  hard  times,  and  rather  a  slender 
bodily  frame,  and  yet  more  slender  purse— with  five  children,  and  the  prospect 
of  five  more — honest  Mr.  Faulkener  is  in  his  three-pair-of-stairs  confined  work- 
shop by  five  in  the  morning  winter  and  summer,  and  oftentimes  labours  'till 
twelve  at  night.  Severer  toil,  with  more  uniform  good  humour  and  civility  in 
the  midst  of  all  his  embarrassments,  were  never  perhaps  witnessed  in  a  brother 
of  the  ancient  and  respectable  craft  of  Book-hindintj  ! 
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such  tantalizing  pictures!  You  know  this  must  ever  be 
a  fiction:  the  most  successful  bibliomaniac  never  at- 
tained to  such  human  happiness. 

Phil.  Leave  Lisardo  to  his  miseries,  and  proceed.  * 
Lysand.  I  have  supposed  Edward  to  have  spent  some 
jovial  hours  with  this  unfortunate  nobleman!  It  is 
thought  that  our  monarch  and  he  partook  of  the  superb 
feast  which  was  given  by  the  famous  Nbvell,  archbishop 
of  York,  at  the  inthronization  of  the  latter ;  and  I  am 
curious  to  know  of  what  the  library  of  such  a  munificent 
ecclesiastical  character  was  composed !  But  perhaps 
this  feast  itself*  is  one  of  Lisardo's  fictions. 

Enough  has  probably  been  said  of  Edward.  We  will 
stop,  therefore,  but  a  minute,  to  notice  the  completion  of 
the  Humphrey  Library,  and  the  bibliomaniacal  spirit 
of  master  Richard  CouRTNEY,t  during  the  same  reig^ ; 


*  Lysander  is  perfectly  correct  about  the  feast  which  was  given  at  the 
bishop^s  iothronization  ;  as  the  particulars  of  it — "  out  of  an  old  paper  roU  in 
the  archives  of  the  Bodleian  library,"  are  given  by  Heame  in  the  sixth  Tohime  of 
Leland^s  Collectanea,  p.   1 — 14 :  and  a  most  extraordinary  and  aiwni^wg  bOl  of 
fare  it  is.    The  last  twenty  dinners  given  by  the  Lord  Mayors  at  Qmldhally  apoa 
the  first  day  of  their  mayoraltiesy  were  only  sandwiches— compared  with  twdi  a 
repast  t  What  does  the  reader  think  of  2000  chickens,  4000  pigeons,  4000'OOD^yBy 
500  "and  mo,"  stags,  bucks,  and  roes,  with  4000  "pasties  of  venison  ooldef^ — 
and  these  barely  an  18th  part  of  the  kind  of  meats  served  up !    At  the  high  table 
our  amiable  Earl  of  Worcester  was  seated,   with  the  Archbiahc^y  three 
Bishops,  the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  and  the  Earl  of  Oxford.     The  fictitious  aiehiepiie- 
copal  feast  was  the  one  intended  to  be  given  by  Neyell  to  Edward  IV. ;  wheo 
the  latter  "appointed  a  day  to  come  to  hunt  in  More  in  Hertfordshire,  and  make 
merry  with  him."    Nevell  made  magnificent  preparations  for  the  royal  visit ;  but 
instead  of  receiviug  the  monarch  as  a  guest,  he  was  saluted  by  some  of  hie  offl- 
oerB,  who  "  arrested  him  for  treason,"  and  imprisoned  him  at  Cakus  and  Guianea. 
The  cause  of  this  sudden,  and  apparently  monstrous,  conduct,  on  the  part  of  Bd- 
ward,  has  not  been  told  by  Stow  {Chronicles,  p.  426  ;  edit  1615),  nor  by  Godwjn, 
{Catalogue  of  the  Bishops  of  England,  p.  481,  edit.  1601) :  both  of  whom  relate 
the  £act  with  singular  naivete.    I  have  a  strong  suspicion  that  Kevell  wae  ao  far 
a  bibliomaniac  as  to  have  had  a  curious   collection  of  attrologieal  hookt ;    for 
"  there  was  greate  correspondency  betweene  this  Archbishop  and  the  Hermetiqne 
philosophers  of  his  time  ;  and  this  is  partly  confirmed  to  me  from  Bipley'e  dedi- 
cation of  his  '  Medulla*  to  him,  ann.  1746  ;  as  also  the  presentation  of  Norton^ 
'  OrdincUl,* "  <C*c.    Thus  writes  Ashmole,  in  his  Theatrum  Ckemieuwi,  p.  45&. 

f  Speaking  of  the  public  library  of  Oxford,  at  this  period,  Heame  teOa  ue,  firam 
a  letter  sent  by  him  to  Thomas  Baker,  that  there  was  "  a  chaplein  of  the  Univer- 
sitie  chosen,  after  the  manor  of  a  Bodell,  and  to  him  was  the  onstodie  of  the 
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and  give  but  another  minute  to  the  mention  of  the  statute 
of  Richard  III.  in  protection  of  English  printers,*  when 
we  reach  the  Augustan  book-aub,  in  the  reign  of 
Henhy  VII. 

pHii_  Before  we  proceed  to  discuss  the  bibliomaniacal 
ra^'ages  of  this  age,  we  had  better  retire,  with  Loreozo's 
leave,  to  the  dhawing-room  ;  to  partake  of  a  beverage 
less  potent  than  that  which  is  now  before  us. 

LoRENZ.  Just  as  you  please.  But  I  should  appre- 
hend that  Lysander  could  hold  out  'till  he  reached  the 
Reformation  ; — and,  besides,  I  am  not  sure  whether  our 
retreat  be  quite  ready  for  us. 

Lis.  Pray  let  us  not  take  leave  of  all  these  beauteous 
books,  and  busts,  and  pictures,  just  at  present.  If 
Lysander's  lungs  will  bear  him  out  another  twenty 
minutes,  we  shall,  by  that  time,  have  reached  the  Re- 
formation ;  and  then  "  our  retreat,"  as  Lorenzo  calls  it, 
may  fae  quite  ready  for  our  reception. 

libnrye  eomBiitted,  his  rtipBcd— cvu.  and  vial,  his  apparell  fonnd  him  cfc  irfta 
fffntroiorttBi.  No  itmii  mifiEht  coma  io  to  Etuddle  but  gradtuitH  nnd  tlio«  of  8 
f  eaia  oontynuaDce  in  the  Univoraitio,  oicept  no-lilenien.  All  that  come  in  must 
finite  aireue  to  use  the  bookss  well,  aad  not  to  deface  tbeim,  and  everyo  one 
after  at  his  prooMdioRS  must  take  tbe  licko  othe.  Bmrers  spoyated  vboii  they 
thuld  came  in  to  etnddie,  vit,  betwene  ix  and  xi  aforeneone,  and  one  and  fOur 
aftflmoane,  tbe  keper  gevirig  attundaunce  :  yot  a  prerogative  was  graunCed  the 
eiuuicelDur  Mh.  Richard  CouBtrkt  to  come  in  when  he  pleased,  during  his 
own  liaffe,  so  it  wu  in  the  dsy-tyme:  nnd  the  cause  ■oomoth,  that  he  was 
CaSim  CAWBEB  AND  BTTTItR  OH  UF  TBE  UBtUBVE."  CuruHIl  DitcoutS'J  bif 
JCmirtaU  AMi'inaria  ;  Tol.  iL,  p.  ItO.,  edit  1775. 

*  Soe  page  114,  oute,  Wbea  LysaQder  talks,  above,  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Beventh  being  the  ■'  AuODaTA!!  AOB  for  books,  ho  muat  be  nuppoaed  to 
allude  to  the  facility  and  beauty  of  jiutiliebing  thcni  by  means  uf  toe  press: 
lot  at  this  period,  abroad,  the  typographical  productions  of  Verard,  EuHtnce. 
Tostre,  Boafons,  Pigouahet,  Regnier,  and  many  others  ("quie  nunc  jiemcribere 
longnm  B9t")  were  imitated,  and  sometimes  equalled  by  W.  de  Worde,  Pynnon. 
and  Notaiy,  at  home.  Id  regard  to  inldltetiuiC  fame,  if  my  authority  be  (food, 
"id  tbe  reign  of  Henry  VII.  Oreok  was  a  stianger  in  both  uniienicies  ;  and  so 
little  STen  of  LatJQ  had  Cambridge,  of  ita  own  growth,  that  it  had  not  types 
fuSdeot  to  furnirb  out  the  common  letter!  and  epistles  of  the  DniTersity.  They 
umallj  employed  an  Italian,  one  Caius  Auberiaui,  to  compose  thooi,  whose 
ordinafry  fee  was  twentjpence  a  letter."  (M83.  in  Benet  College  Library, 
lib.  P.  p.  1B4,)  Ridtfg'$  Li^e  of  Ridliy,  p.  22.  "  Greek  began  to  be  taught  ia 
botli  imiversities ;  quietly  at  Cambridge,  but  ('  Horreaco  TafereDS !')  with  some 
tnmnlt  at  Oil ord  !"  ibid. 
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Lysand.  Settle  it  between  yourselves.  But  I  think 
I  could  hold  out  for  another  twenty  minutes — since  yoa 
will  make  me  your  only  book-orator. 

LoRENZ.  Let  it  be  so,  then.  I  will  order  the  lamps 
to  be  lit ;  so  that  Lisardo  may  see  his  favoimte  Wouver- 
mans  and  Berghems,  in  company  with  my  romances, 
(which  latter  are  confined  in  my  satin-wood  book-case) 
to  every  possible  degree  of  perfection  ! 

Lysand.  Provided  you  indulge  me  also  with  a  sight 
of  these  delightful  objects,  you  shall  have  what  you 
desire : — and  thus  I  proceed : 

Of  the  great  passion  of  Henry  the  Vllth  for  fine 
books,  even  before  he  ascended  the  throne  of  England,* 
there  is  certainly  no  doubt.  And  while  he  was  king,  we 
may  judge,  even  from  the  splendid  fragments  of  his 
library,  which  are  collected  in  the  British  Museum,  of 
the  nicety  of  his  taste,  and  of  the  soundness  of  his  judg- 
ment. That  he  should  love  extravagant  books  of  de- 
votion,t  as  well  as  histories  and  chronicles,  must  be 
considered  the  fault  of  the  age,  rather  than  of  the  indi- 
vidual. I  will  not,  however,  take  upon  me  to  say  that 
the  slumbers  of  this  monarch  were  disturbed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  extraordinary  and  frightful  passagfes, 
which,   accompanied  with  bizarre  cuts,J  were    now    in- 

*  Mr.  Heber  has  a  fine  copy  of  one  of  the  volumes  of  a  black-letter  edition  of 
Froissart,  printed  by  Eustace,  upon  the  exterior  of  the  binding  of  which  are 
Henry's  arms,  with  his  name— Henkicvs  Dvx  RiCHMYNDTiB.  The  rery  Tiew 
of  such  a  book,  while  it  gives  comfort  to  a  low-spirited  bibliomaniac,  adds  enexgy 
to  the  perseverance  of  a  young  collector  !  the  latter  of  whom  fondly^  but  Tainlj, 
thinks  he  may  one  day  be  blessed  with  a  similar  treasure  1 

f  The  possession  of  such  a  volume  as  "  The  Jtevelaeiom  of  the  monJb  0/  Eut- 
sham**  (vide  vol.  ii.,  of  the  new  edition  of  Brit.  Typog,  Awtiqttilies),  is  evidenoe 
sufficient  of  Henry's  attachment  to  extravagant  books  of  devotion. 

X  It  is  certainly  one  of  the  comforts  of  modem  education,  that  g^ls  and  boys 
have  nothing  to  do,  even  in  the  remotest  villages,  with  the  perusal  of  such  books 
as  were  put  into  the  juvenile  hands  of  those  who  lived  towards  the  conclusion  of 
the  15th  century.  One  b  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  the  youth  of  that  period 
could  have  ventured  at  night  out  of  doors,  or  slept  alone  in  a  darkened  room, 
without  being  frightened  out  of  their  wits  !  Nor  could  maturer  life  be  unin- 
fluenced by  reading  such  volumes  as  are  alluded  to  in  the  text :  and  as  to  the 
bed  of  death  -  Utat  must  have  sometimes  shaken  the  stoutest  faith,  and  disturbed 
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troduced  into  almost  every  work,  both  of  ascetic  divinity 
and  also  of  plain  practical   morality.      His   predecessor, 

the  calmest  piety.  For  what  can  be  more  terrible,  and  at  the  same  time  more 
aadacious,  tiian  human  beings  arrogating  to  themselves  the  powers  of  the  deity, 
and  denoimcing,  in  equiyocal  caees,  a  certainty  and  severity  of  future  punish- 
ment, equally  revolting  to  scripture  and  common  sense?  To  drive  the  timid 
into  desperation,  and  to  cut  away  the  anchor,  of  hope  from  the  rational  believer, 
seem,  among  other  things,  to  have  been  the  objects  of  these  "  ascetic  **  authors  ; 
while  the  pictures,  which  were  suffered  to  adorn  their  printed  works,  confirmed 
the  wish  that,  where  the  reader  might  not  comprehend  the  text,  he  could  under- 
stand, its  illustration  by  means  of  a  print.  I  will  give  two  extracts,  and  one  of 
these  "bizarre  cuts,"  in  support  of  the  preceding  remarks.  At  page  168,  ante, 
Uie  reader  will  find  a  slight  mention  of  the  subject :  he  is  here  presented  with  a 
more  copious  illustration  of  it.  "  In  likewise  there  is  none  that  may  declare  the 
piteous  and  horrible  cries  and  bowlings  the  which  that  is  made  in  hell,  as  well 
of  devils  as  of  other  damned.  And  if  that  a  man  demand  what  they  say  in 
crying ;  the  answer :  All  the  damned  curseth  the  Creator.  Also  they  curse 
together  as  their  father  and  their  mother,  and  the  hour  that  they  were  begotten, 
and  that  they  were  bom,  and  that  they  were  put  unto  nourishing,  and  those  that 
them  should  correct  and  teach, -and  also  those  the  which  have  been  the  occasion 
of  their  sins,  as  the  bawd,  cursed  be  the  bawd,  and  also  of  other  occasions  in 
diverse  sins.  The  second  cause  of  the  cry  of  them  damned  is  for  the  considera- 
tion that  they  have  of  the  time  of  mercy,  the  which  is  past,  in  the  which  they 
nuty  do  penance  and  purchase  paradise.  The  third  cause  is  of  their  cry  for  by 
cause  of  the  horrible  pains  of  that  they  endure.  As  we  may  consider  that  if  an 
hundred  persons  had  every  of  them  one  foot  and  one  hand  in  the  fire,  or  in  the 
water  seething  without  power  to  die,  what  bruit  and  what  cry  they  should  make  ; 
but  that  should  be  less  than  nothing  in  comparison  of  devils  and  of  other  damned, 
for  they  ben  more  than  an  hundred  thousand  thousands,  the  which  all  together 
unto  them  doeth  noy$aunce,  and  all  in  one  thunder  crying  and  braying  horribly." — 
Tkordyfiary  of  Crysteti  Men,  1506,  4to.,  k  k.  ii.,  rect.  Again :  from  a  French 
work  written  **  for  the  amusement  of  all  worthy  ladies  and  gentlemen  :'* 

De  la  flam  me  tousinurs  csprise 
De  feu  denfcr  qui  point  ne  brise 
De  husches  nest  point  actise 
Ne  de  soufHemens  embrase 
Le  feu  denfer,  mai3  est  de  Dieu 
Cree  pour  estre  en  celuy  lieu 
Des  le  premier  commenceraeut 
8ans  jamais  pendre  flnement 
nine  nya  point  de  clarte  j 
Mais  de  tenebres  obscarte 
De  peine  iufinie  durte 
De  miseres  etemite 
Pleur  et  estraignement  de  dens 
Chascun  membre  aura  la  dedans 
Tourmmens  selon  ce  qua  forfait 
La  peine  respondra  au  fait, 
&c.  &C.  &c. 
Lepnise  temjn  de  tout  fiorm,  et  de  toute/emme  ;  sign,  q,  ii.,  rev. 

Printed  by  Verard  in  8vo.,  without  date  :  (from  a  copy,  printed  upon  vellum,  in 
the  possession  of  John  Lewis  Goldsmyd,  £s(i.) — The  next  extract   is  from   a 
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Richard,  had     in    all     probability   been   alarmed   by    th«H 

images   which   the  reading  oi'  these   books    had  created  ;  ■ 

and   I   guess   that   it   wa^    from   such    Inghlful     objects,   1 

rather   than   from   the   ghosts   of  his  murdered  brethren,    ■ 

that  he  was  compelled  to  pass    a  sleepless   night   before    H 

book  wLich  «BH  TmttoD  to  amuse  and  inatrud  the  oominoD  poople  :  baag  atllad    ^M 

b;  Wartan  n  "  uoiveraal  maguiiia  of  BVer;  aitide  of  ndutaiy  ud  iiMful  knov-    ^M 

lodge.-     UUt.  £«yl.  P:tlry  :  vol.   ii.,  195.                                                                          ■ 

iDbeliligiut  mosrnlDg                                                                    ^H 

Of  thunder  aoliei  roidng                                                 '  J^^^^^H 

Besting  vithgreBlitroka  tike  gnai                                   ^^^^^H 

wltb  igrutfrggt      witer  nuia                                           ^^^^^^H 

And  after  »  hitter  wind  aomes                                               ^^^^^B 

■whioli  gdelh  tbroogh  tfae  •aula  wilb  in                                            ^H 

TllBN  l»  both  thlrn  ud  bnngiir                                                        ^H 

flendu  wltb  hook*  piittetli  their  Beili  uiudcr                                   ^^1 

ThBT  nghC  indcane  and  tub  on  othsc  woDdcr                ^^^^^^| 

wltb  Uio  tight  of  tte  devils  drudibli                                 ^^^^^H 

Then  Is  ehapie  ■od  coufnelon                                          ^^^^^^H 

Rmnaarofconiclence  foe  evU  IMng                                 ^^^^^^H 

They  Dune  thani»lt  witb  great  CTTing                              ^^^^^H 

In  .moik  «d  allBk  th«j  be  er«nnon  Ijing                         '^^^^H 

EaltMdar  of  Sliefhtrd^    Sif/n  0,  M).  m.    Pynrnt'i  alU..  M.                   ^| 

'^^^^^^^S&D'^^ 

out*  which  are  crowded  into  ttui  thil 

Q^^ji^l^^pBB^^^^ 

folio  »iU  be  wcD  in  tha  seoond  TOlma* 

H 

of  the  new  edition  of  lh«  Typogr-Mpii- 
cat  Ami'piUia.     HoKeTsr,   th«t  tb« 
reader's  curiosity  may  not   hara  ba 
diaappoiuted,  he  la  presented  with  > 

of  one  of  the  inremat  toiturac  aboT* 
describi.'d.    It  ta  token  fimm  «  book 

Rf  C  Sfer''*''^ 

which  is  Slid  to  be  rtveated  by  ths 

Almif-hty  to  St  Bridget  agaisst  tbow 

who  hava  "  ornamoola  indecsotis  iq 

capiUbus  ot  pedibuB,  et  raUqnu  moBV 

tiulBaliSHS^VlB^Kll^lB        ^"^'   ^   provociHidum   luxuriam  4^1 

li^^^E^^^^RVnQ        <<^tAudum  deum,  in  stxioti*  vmtibiM^H 

l^l^E^^S 

Kofb^-lf.;  1521,  /of.,  sunt,  ty.,   7.  na^l 

Horoj 
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le  memorable  battle  of  Bosworth  Field.  If  one  of  those 
lartists  who  iiscd  to  desigD  the  hoirible  pictures  which 
are  engraved  in  many  old  didactic  vohimes  of  this 
period  had  ventured  to  take  a  peep  into  Richai'd's  tent, 
1  question  whether  he  would  not  have  seen,  lying  upon 
an  oaken  table,  an  early  edition  of  some  of  those  fearful 
orks  of  which  he  had  himself  aided  in  the  embeilish- 
lent,  and  of  which  Heinecken  has  fj^iven  us  sut;h  curious 
similes  :* — and  this,  in  my  humble  apprehension,  is 
quite  sufficient  to  account  for  all  the  terrible  workings 
in  Richard,  which  Shakespeare  has  so  vividly  described. 

Lis.  This  is,  at  least,  an  orig'inal  idea ;  and  has 
escaped  the  sagacity  of  every  commentator  in  the  last 
twenty-one  volume  edition  of  the  works  of  our  bard. 

Lysand.  But  to  return  to  Henry.  I  should  imagine 
liiat  his  mind  was  not  much  alfected  by  the  perusal  of 
this  description  of  books:  but  rather  that  he  was  con- 
stantly meditating  upon  some  old  arithmetical  work — the 
prototype  of  Cocker — which,  in  the  desolation  of  the 
lensuing  half  century,  has  unfortunately  perished.  Yet, 
if  this  monarch  be  accused  of  avaricious  propensities  — 
if,  in  consefjuence  of  speculating  deeply  in  large  paper 
and  vellum  copies,  he  made  his  coffers  to  run  over  with 
gold — it  must  be  remembered  that  he  was,  at  the  same 
time,  a  patron  as  well  as  judge  of  architectural  artists; 
And  while  the  completion  of  the  structure  of  King's  col- 
lie Chapel,  Cambridge,  aiid  the  building  of  his  own 
magnificent  chapelt  at  "Westminster  (in  which  latter,  I 
suspect,  he  had  a  curiously- carved  guthic  closet  for  the 
preservation  of  choice  copies    from   Caxton's   neighbour- 

•  Sea  miny  of  Ilia  cuts  in  that  BCarcs  and  bighlj  coTBtad  volume,  ontitleii, 
Idti  Oaurak  tPum  ColUtiioii  cimptilU  d-Eila«,j«a."  Uipa.  1771,  8to. 
+  HupsGeld  upeakB  with  becoDiiDg  truth  and  epirit  of  Henry's  grsat  nttention 
to aaclenaotioLl  esUtbluhments  :  "Spleadidma  etism  illud  saceUnm  veitmonai- 
tarij,  ni*gDO  gamptn  atque  msgriificDDtia  ab  eodnai  «st  coDditnm.  In  quod 
CtEoobitim  vslde  fuit  UberiUta  et  muniticus.  NuUumqua  faro  fuit  in  tola  Anjilia 
moiAehaniDi,  aut  fnitrum  orenobiutn,  nullum  collegium,  cQJua  precas,  ad  onimiUD 
ifna»  Deo  pott  abitum  corameDdaDdani,  sedulo  non  eipetierat.  Legarit  autem 
Kngnlonim  fnafectia  rax  wUdoa  et  octo  denarinn,  aiognlia  autam  eoruadam  pren- 
bftsria,  tata  aalidoa  et  quatuor  denarioa:  ceteris  non  praahjteria  Hgiiiti  denanos." 
MuL  Heflm.  Angtie..  p.  SOS,  edit.  1S22,  fol. 
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ing  press),  afTord  decisive  proofs  of  Henry's  skill  in  mat- 
ters of  taste,  the  rivalship  of  printers  and  of  book-bnyen 
shews  that  the  example  of  the  monarch  was  greatly 
fayourable  to  the  propa^tion  of  the  Bibliomania.  In- 
deed, such  was  the  pn^ress  of  the  book-disease  that, 
in  the  very  year  of  Henry's  death,  speared,  for  the  first 
time  in  this  country,  an  edition  of  The  Ship  of  Foob 
— in  which  work,  ostentatious  and  ig^norant  boiA- 
collectors  *  are,  amongst  other  characters,  severdy 
satirized. 

We  have  now  reached  the  threshbold  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII. — and  of  the  era  of  the  Reformation. 
An  era  in  every  respect  most  important,  but,  in  propor- 
tion to  its  importance,  equally  difiScult  to  describe — as  it 
operates  upon  the  history  of  the  Bibliomania.  Now 
blazed  forth,  but  blazed  for  a  short  period,  the  exquisite 
talents  of  Wyatt,  Surrey,  Vaux,   Fischer,    More,  and. 


I  HD  tha  nnt<  foil  of  >11  tba  hola  ntrr 

To  k<pe  Uis  poiii[>e,  tha  halDia,  ud  aka  tha  asTlB  ■■ 

For  (hii  1>  mr  niTnila,  thia  ana  plauoora  tun  I — 

Of  bokai  to  hiDB  grait  plentj  ud  apanjlo. 

I  Ilka  no  WTidniDS  bjr  tbain  :  cor  yat  infla 

Nor  tfaam  peroBJTB  nit :  And  Uien  I  tli€m  dflapfiB. 

Thoa  un  I  a  foola.  and  111  tbat  Hma  [hat  gnjaa. 

Shyp  nf  Pslyi,  Ac,  PrumV  tdU.,  UM,  foL 
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I  when   he  made   his    abode   with     us,   the    incomparable 
Erasmus.     But  these  in  Uieir  turn. 

Phil.  You  omit  Wolsey.  Surely  he  knew  something 
about  books  1 

L^'SAND.  I  am  at  present  only  making  the  sketch  of 
my  grand  picture.  Wolsey,  I  a.ssurc  you,  shall  stand  in 
the  foreground.  Nor  shall  tiie  immortid  Leiand  be 
treated  in  a  less  distinguished  manner.  Give  me  only 
"ample  room  and  verge  enough,"  and  a  little  time  to 
collect  my  powers,  and  then — 

Lis,  "  Yes,  and  then  "^you  will  infect  us  from  top  to 
toe  with  the  book-diskash  ! 

PniL.  In  truth  I  already  begin  to  feel  the  consequence 
of  the  inniunerable  mia.sma  of  it,  which  are  floating  in 
the  atmosphere  of  this  library.  I  move  that  we  adjourn 
to  a  purer  air. 

Lysand.  I  second  the  motion :  for,  having  reached 
the  commencement  of  Henry's  reign,  it  will  be  difficult 
to  stop  at  any  period  in  it  previous  to  that  of  the 
Reformation. 

Lis.  Agreed.  Thanks  to  the  bacchanalian  liounty  of 
Lorenzo,  we  are  sufficiently  enlivened  to  enter  yet  fur- 
ther, and  more  enthusiastically,  into  this  congenial  dis- 
course. Dame  nature  and  ^ood  sense  equally  admonish 
us  now  to  depart.  Let  us,  therefore,  close  the  apertures 
,   of  these  gorgeous  decanters  : — 

"  Claudile  jam  rivos,  pneri  ;  sat  prala  bibemnt !" 


^UIERIIViE 


Thi  ttHUag  daiica  it  H.  UaUN.  Prlntn,  RoooB. 


PART  V. 


msrOBY  OF  THE  BIBLIOMANIA,  OB  ACCOUNT 
OF  BOOK  COLLBOTOBS^  CONCLUDED. 


Borne  in  Lesrnlng'B  garb 
With  formal  hand,  and  aable-dnctor^d  gown. 
And  ragB  of  mooldy  Tolnmea 

Akxmbidb  ;  PUcuwta  of  Imaginatitm,  b.  ill.,  ▼.  00. 
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HISTORY    OF    TUB    BIDLIOMANIA,    OR    ACCOUNT   OF 
BfllJK-COI.LKCTQRS,    CONTINUED. 

)  LATILE  as  the 
rriider  may  coin- 
ceive  the  character 
of  Lisardo  to  be, 
there  were  traits  in 
it  of  marked  g^iod- 
ness  and  merit.  His 
enthusiiism  so  fro- 
quently  made  him 
violate  the  rules  of 
severe  politeness  ; 
and  the  qiiickne;ss 
with  which  he  flew  from  one  subject  to  another, 
might  have  offended  a  narrator  of  the  gravity, 
wrtliout  the  urbanity,  of  Lysander ;  had  not 
the  frankness  with  which  he  confessed  his  faults, 
and  the  warmth  with  which  he  always  advocated 
the  cause  of  literature,  rendered  him  amiable  in 
the  eyes  of  those  who  thoroughly  knew  him.  The 
friends,  whose  company  he  was  now  enjoying, 
were  folly  competent  to  appreciate  his  worth. 
They  perceived  that  Lisardo'a  mind  had  l>ecn 
rather  brilliantly  cultivated ;  and  that,  as  his 
heart  had  always  beaten  at  the  call  of  virtue,  sn. 
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in  a  due  conrse  of  years,  his  judgnonent  would  become 
matured,  and  his  opinions  more  decidedly  fixed.  He 
had  been  left,  very  early  in  life,  without  a  father,  and 
bred  up  in  the  expectation  of  a  large  fortune  ;  while  the 
excessive  fondness  of  his  mother  had  endeavoiired  to 
supply  the  want  of  paternal  direction,  and  had  en- 
couraged her  child  to  sigh  for  every  thing  short  of  im- 
possibility for  his  gratification. 

In  consequence,  Lisardo  was  placed  at  College  npcm 
the  most  respectable  footing.  He  wore  the  velvet  cap, 
and  enjoyed  the  rustling  of  the  tassels  upon  his  silk 
gown,  as  he  paraded  the  High  street  of  Oxford.  But 
although  he  could  translate  Tacitus  and  Theocritus  with 
creditable  facility,  he  thought  it  more  advantageous  to 
gratify  the  cravings  of  his  body  than  of  his  mind.  He 
rode  high-mettled  horses ;  he  shot  with  a  gun  which 
would  have  delighted  an  Indian  prince ;  he  drank  firedy 
out  of  cut-glasses,  which  were  manufactured  according 
to  his  own  particular  taste  ;  and  wines  of  all  colours  and 
qualities  sparkled  upon  his  table ;  he  would  occasionally 
stroll  into  the  Bodleian  Library  and  Picture  Gallery,  in 
order  to  know  whether  any  acquisitions  had  been  re- 
cently made  to  them;  and  attended  the  Concerts  when 
any  performer  came,  down  from  London.  Yet,  in  the 
midst  of  all  his  gaiety,  Lisardo  passed  more  sombrous 
than  joyous  hours :  for  when  he  looked  into  a  book,  he 
would  sometimes  meet  with  an  electrical  sentence  finom 
Cicero,  Seneca,  or  Johnson,  from  which  he  properly  in- 
ferred that  life  was  uncertain,  and  that  time  was  given 
us  to  prepare  for  eternity. 

He  grew  dissatisfied  and  melancholy.  He  scrambled 
through  his  terms ;  took  his  degree ;  celebrated  his  an- 
niversary of  twenty-one,  by  drenching  his  native  village 
in  ale  which  had  been  brewed  at  his  birth ;  added  two 
wings  to  his  father's  house ;  launched  out  into  coin  and 
picture  collecting ;  bought  fine  books  with  fine  bindings ; 
then  sold  all  his  coins  and  pictures ;  and,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five,  began  to  read,  and  think,  and  act  for  lum- 
self. 
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At  this  crisis,  he  became  acquainted  with  the  circle 
which  has  already  been  introduced  to  the  reader's  atten- 
tion ;  and  to  which  circle  the  same  reader  may  think  it 
high  time  now  to  return. 

Upon  breaking  up  for  the  drawing  room,  it  was 
amusing  to  behold  the  vivacity  of  Lisardo ;  who,  leap- 
ing about  Lysander,  and  expressing  his  high  gratifica- 
tion at  the  discourse  he  had  already  heard,  and  bis  plea- 
sure at  what  he  hoped  yet  to  hear,  reminded  us  of  what 
Boswell  has  said  of  Garrick,  wlio  used  to  flutter  about 
Dr.  Johnson,  and  try  to  soften  his  severity  by  a  thousand 
winning  gestures. 

The  doors  were  opened  ;  and  we  walked  into  Lorenzo's 
Drawing  Room.  The  reader  is  not  to  figure  to  himself 
a  hundred  lantastical  and  fugitive  pieces  of  furniture, 
purchased  at  Mr.  Oakley's,  and  set  ofi*  with  curtains, 
carpet,  and  looking-glasses — at  a  price  which  would 
have  maintained  a  country  town  of  seven  hundred  poor 
with  bread  and  soup  during  the  hardest  winter — the 
reader  will  not  suppose  that  a  man  of  Lorenzo's  taste, 
who  called  books  Ms  best  wealtli,  would  devote  two 
thousand  pounds  to  such  idle  trappings ;  which  in  the 
course  of  three  years,  at  farthest,  would  lose  their  com- 
fort by  losing  their  fashion.  But  he  will  suppose  that 
elegance  and  propriety  were  equally  consulted  by  our 
host. 

Accordingly,  a  satin-wood  book-case  of  14  feet  in 
width  and  11  in  height,  ornamented  at  the  top  with  a 
few  chaste  Etruscan  vases — a  light  blue  carpet,  upon 
which  were  depicted  bunches  of  grey  roses,  shadowed  in 
brown — ^f awn -coloured  curtains,  relieved  with  yellow  silk 
and  black  velvet  borders — alabaster  lamps  shedding  their 
soft  light  upon  small  marble  busts — and  sofas  and  chairs 
corresponding  with  the  curtains — (and  upon  which  a 
visitor  might  sit  without  torturing  the  nerves  of  the 
owner  of  them)  these,  along  with  some  genuine  pic- 
lures  of  Wouvennans,  Berghem,  and  Rysdael,  and  a  iew 
other  (subordinate)  ornaments,  formed  the  fitrniture  of 
Lorenzo's  Drawing  Room.    As  it  was  ai  suile  with  the 
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library,  which  was  fitted  up  in  a  grave  style  or  charac- 
ter, the  contrast  was  sufSciently  pleasing*. 

Lisardo  ran  immediately  to  the  book-case.      He   first 
eyed,  with  a  greedy  velocity,  the  backs  of  the  folios  and 
quartos ;    then  the  octavos ;    and,  mounting  an  ingeni- 
ously-contrived mahogany  rostrum,  which  moved    with 
the  utmost  facility,  he  did  not  fail  to  pay  due  attention 
to  the  duodecimos;    some  of  which  were  carefiilly  pre- 
served in  Russia    or  morocco  backs,  with  water-tabby 
silk   linings,    and  other  appropriate  embellishments.     In 
the  midst  of  his  book-reverie,  he  heard,  on  a  sudden,  the 
thrilling  notes    of  a    harp — which    proceeded  firom    the 
further  end  of  the  library ! — it  being  Lorenzo's  custoniy 
upon  these  occasions,  to  request  an  old  Welch   servant 
to  bring  his  instrument  into    the  library,  and  renew,   if 
he  could,  the  strains  of  '^  other  times."     Meanwhile  the 
curtains  were  "  let  fall ;"  the  sofa  wheeled  round  ; 

— and  the  cups 
That  cheer,  but  not  inebriate, 

with  "the  bubbling  and  loud  hissing  urn,"  "welcomed 
the  evening  in."  Lorenzo  brought  from  his  library  a 
volume  of  Piranesi,  and  another  of  engravings  fix>m  the 
heads  of  Vandyke.  Lisardo,  in  looking  at  them,  beat 
time  with  his  head  and  foot ;  and  Philemon  and 
Lysander  acknowledged  that  Dr.  Johnson  himself  could 
never  have  so  much  enjoyed  the  beverage  which  was 
now  before  them. 

If  it  should  here  be  asked,  by  the  critical  reader,  why 
our  society  is  not  described  as  being  more  congenial,  by 
the  presence  of  those  "  whom  man  was  bom  to  please," 
the  answer  is  at  once  simple  and  true — Lorenzo  was  a 
bachelor;  and  his  sisters,  knowing  how  long  and  despe-* 
rate  would  be  our  discussion  upon  the  black  letter  and 
white  letter,  had  retreated,  in  the  morning,  to  spend  the 
day  with  Lisardo's  mother — whither  ***  **♦♦**  h^d 
been  invited  to  join  them. 

The  harper  had  now  ceased.  The  tea-things  were 
moved  away  ;  when  we  narrowed  our  circle,  and,  two  of 
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Ds  upon  the  sofa,  and  three  upon  chairs,  entreated 
Lysander  to  resume  his  narrative ;  who,  alter  "  clearing 
his  pipes  (like  Sir  Roger  de  Coverley)  with  a  loud  hem 
or  two,"  thus  proceeded, 

"  I  think  we  left  off,"  said  Lysander,  "  with  seating 
Hrmry  the  Eighth  upon  the  throne  of  England,  It 
will  be  as  well,  therefore,  to  say  something  of  this 
toon  arch's  pretensions  to  scholarship  and  love  of 
books.  Although  I  will  not  rake  together  every 
species  of  abuse  which  has  been  vented  against 
him  by  one  Anthony  Gilbie,*  yet  Henry  must 
be  severely  censured,  in  the  estimation  of  the  most 
candid  inquirer,  for  that  gross  indifference  which  he 
evinced  to  the  real  interests  of  literature,  in  calmly 
suffering   the   libraries  of   convents  and    monasteries   to 

"  "In  the  timo  (naitb  he)  of  King  Henbik  tiis  eight,  when  by  Tindall, 
FHtb,  Bilna;,  and  other  hin  faithful  BoniBDtaa,  God  ulled  Bugtuid  to  rlrosae  bis 
riueymlo,  muif  promiso  ful  fairo,  whoma  I  coulde  uamo,  but  what  fniiM 
foUowedl  Nothing  but  bitter  gTBp«,  fo&,  bryers  and  bramblus,  the  wormswooj 
of  suarica,  the  gall  of  cmeltie,  tho  poison  of  fllthio  fomicatioD,  Rowing  from  hoad 
la  fote,  tha  contempt  of  Ood,  and  opsn  defence  of  the  coke  idole,  bj  opea  pro- 
chunkttDD  to  be  read  in  the  ohurcbea  in  steede  of  Ood'a  ScriptiircB.  Thus  was 
there  Oo  refonnation,  but  a  deformation,  in  tho  time  of  the  tyrant  and  locharoH"o 
nunut«r.  Tho  bore  I  gnkunt  waa  biulo,  wrooting  and  digging  in  the  earth,  and 
•Jl  hii  piggax  that  followed  btnj,  but  they  tought  onely  for  the  pleowuit  (ruitoi, 
that  they  winded  with  their  loug  snoutoa  ;  and  for  their  own  belUea  sake,  they 
WTOoted  up  muiy  weeds ;  but  they  turned  the  groundo  ao,  mingling  goede  and 
badde  togeather,  sweet  and  aower,  medeciue  and  poyson,  they  made,  I  aayo, 
snctae  coufusion  of  religioa  and  lawea,  that  no  good  things  could  growe,  but  by 
great  miimcla,  luider  Buohe  gardanen.  And  no  marauile,  if  it  be  rightlye  oonsi- 
deied,  For  this  bora  raged  against  God,  a^nst  the  DiTell,  againat  Christe,  and 
againit  Anticbriat,  aa  the  fome  that  lie  caat  nuto  agajoat  Luther,  the  racing 
out  of  the  oanie  of  tho  pope,  and  yet  allowing  his  lawea,  and  hla  murder  of  many 
Cbiutian  aouMian,  and  ol  many  Papiatx,  doe  declare  and  evidoDtlis  testiSe  unto 
ua;  efpecialiy  the  burning  of  Bamea,  Jerome,  and  Garrette,  their  faithfull 
prencLon  of  tho  tnithe,  and  hanging  tho  lama  daye  tor  the  maintenaunoe  of  the 
pop«,  Poel,  Abel,  and  Fetheratooe,  dotha  cloarlio  painte  his  beaatlinei,  that  be 
cared  tor  no  religion.  Tbie  monsteruus  bore  for  ijl  this  muat  uaedos  be  called 
the  head  of  the  churoh  in  paiue  of  treawn,  displacing  Christ,  our  onely  head, 
who  ought  alone  to  hauB  this  title."  AdmoiiUloa  to  England  and  SaMand,  it., 
Ooutw,  1559,  p.  69.  Quoted  by  Stapletoa  in  hia  C'eunler  UlaiU  lo  Honte'i 
Cityu  Blaili,  Lovtui.,  1567,  4to.,  fol.  23.  Gilbie  was  a  Prolestant;  upon 
which  8tapleton  who  was  a  rigid  Romaii  Catboho,  ahretrdly  remarks  in  tho 
■DargiD  :  "  Sec  how  religiously  the  Frotoitautes  tipoak  of  their  piince*  '." 
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be  pillaged  by  the  crafty  and  rapadoas.  He  was  fafl[>Iio- 
maniac  enongh  to  have  a  few  copies  of  his  omi  w<m^ 
in  defence  of  the  Roman  Catholic  exposition  of  the 
Sacrament^  stmck  off  .upon  vellum:*  bat  when  he 
quarrelled  with  the  Roman  pontiff  about  his  divorce  fiom 
Queen  Catharine^  in  order  to  marry  Anne  Boleyn^t  he 


*  Mr.  Edwards  informs  me  that  he  has  had  a  copy  of  the  "  Amertio 
Scuramentorum  adiiersua^  Martin  Luiherum,**  &c.  (printed  by  Pynson  in  4to., 
both  with  and  without  date— 1521),  upon  vblluil  The  presentation  oopy  to 
Henry,  and  peihaps  another  to  Wolsey,  might  have  been  of  this  natera.  I 
should  have  preferred  a  similar  oopy  of  the  small  book,  printed  a  few  jean 
afterwards,  in  12mo.,  of  Henry's  Letters  in  answer  to  Luther's  reply  to  tiia 
foregoing  work.  This  is  not  the  place  to  talk  farther  of  these  ourioos  pionni 
X  have  seen  some  of  Pynson's  books  printed  upon  yeUum;  wbidh  are  not 
remarkable  for  their  beauty. 

f  Those  readers  who  are  not  in  possession  of  Heame's  rare  eiition  of  MolbtH 
de  Avethwry,  1720,  Svo.,  and  who  cannot,  in  consequence,  read  the  paaaiaoate 
letters  of  Henry  VIII.  to  his  beloved  Boleyn,  which  form  a  leading  feature  in 
the  Appendix  to  the  same,  will  find  a  few  extiuots  from  them  in  tha 
Bvbliographer ;  vol.  ii.,  p.  78.  Some  of  the  monaroh's  signatiirea,  of 
Heame  has  g^yen  f ac-similes,  are  as  follow : 


'^^ 


cAine 


Ms 


When  one  thinks  of  the  then  imagined  happiness  of  the  fair  oljeet  of 
epistles — and  reads  the  splendid  account  of  her  coronation  dinner,  by  ^tow — 
oontrasting  it  with  the  melancholy  circumstances  which  attended  her  death — 
one  is  at  loss  to  think,  or  to  speak,  with  sufficient  force,  of  the  fiokleneei  of  all 
sublunary  grandeur !  The  reader  may,  perhaps,  wish  for  this^  "  ooroiialMD 
dinner !"  It  is,  in  part,  strictly  as  follows :  "  While  the  qaeen  waa  in  bar 
chamber,  every  lord  and  other  that  ought  to  do  senrioe  at  the  ooronatioikt  did 
prepare  them,  according  to  their  duty :  as  the  Duke  of  Suffolk,  Hig^h>Steward 
of  England,  which  was  richly  apparelled— his  doublet  and  jacket  set  with  orient 
pearl,  his  gown  crimson  velvet  embroidered,  his  oounMr  trapped  with  a  doae 
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sounded  the  tocsiii  for  the  eventful  destruction  of  all 
monastic  libraries :  and  althout,'h  he  had  sent  Leland, 
under  an  express  commission,  to  make  a  due  examina- 
tion of  them,  as  well  as  a  statistical  survey  of  the  realm, 
yet,  bein^  frustrated  in  the  IbremcntJoned  darling  object, 
he  cared  for  nothing  aljout  books,  whether  upon  vellum 
or  targe  paper.  But  had  we  not  better  speak  of  the 
book  ravages,  during  the  reformation,  in  their  proper 
place  ?" 

LoBKNZ.  As  you  please.  Perhaps  you  will  go  on 
with  the  mention  of  some  distinguished  patrons  'till 
yon  arrive  at  that  period  ? 

L^SAND.  Yes ;  we  may  now  as  well  notice  the  efforts 
of  that  extraordinary  bibUomatdacal  triumvirate,  Colet, 
More,  and  Erasmus. 

Phil.     Pray  treat  copiously  of  them.    They  are  my 


trapper,  head  and  kit,  to  the  ground,  of  DrimBon  valret,  tot  full  of  lettem  of 
EdU,  of  gotdamith's  work ;  bnving  n  long  whits  rod  ic  his  bsad.  On  bis  lott- 
hood  rode  the  Lord  Willinni,  deput;  for  his  brother,  as  Earl  Hsinhsll,  vitb  fo 
■nanhil's  rod,  whaae  gown  was  crimiOD  velvet,  and  his  haras'*  trapper  puipla 
velvet  out  an  white  aatio,  embrtndered  vith  white  liona.  1'he  Earl  of  Oxford 
was  High  Cbamberiain;  the  Earl  of  Enex,  carver;  the  Earl  of  Suaaei,  sewer; 
the  Earl  of  Arundel,  chief  butler ;  on  whom  12  cibiEens  of  London  did  give 
their  attendance  at  the  cupboard  ;  the  Earl  of  Derby,  cnp-bearer;  the  Viscount 
Lisle,  pouter;  the  Lord  Btirgoiny,  chief  lardor ;  the  Lord  Broy,  alnaoaer  for 
bim  and  his  copartnan  ;  and  the  Major  of  Oxford  kept  the  battei7-bar  :  and 
Tbomu  Wyntt  was  ohoean  ewerer  for  Sir  Denrj  Wyatt,  bis  bther."  "When 
kU  thing*  were  ready  and  ordered,  tub  queeet,  ondcr  her  canopy,  came  into  the 
hall,  and  washed  ;_aDd  sat  down  in  the  middoet  of  the  table,  uitder  ber  dotb  of 
aftate.  On  the  right  side  of  her  ohair  stood  tbe  Countess  of  Oxford,  widow :  * 
and  oD  her  left  band  stood  the  Coonless  of  Wotcestor,  all  the  dioner  season ; 
whioh,  divers  times  in  tbe  dinner  tjme,  did  hold  a  flno  cloth  before  the  Queen's 
face,  when  ahe  list  to  spit,  or  do  olhcrwise  at  her  pleasure.  And  at  the  table's 
end  ute  the  Arcbbisbop  of  Canterbury,  on  tho  right  band  of  the  Queen ;  and 
in  the  midst,  between  the  Arcbbiiihop  snd  the  Countess  of  Oxford,  stood  tbe 
Earl  of  Oxford,  with  a  white  stoiT,  all  dinner  time;  and  at  the  Quean's  foet, 
utider  the  table,  sate  two  gentlewomen  all  dinner  time.  When  all  these  tbings 
were  thus  ordered,  came  in  the  Duke  of  Suffolk  and  the  Lord  William  Howard 
OD  bnraebacb,  and  the  seiieants  of  arms  befora  them,  and  after  them  the  sewer  ; 
and  then  the  kaighta  of  the  Bath,  briDging  in  tbe  firii  onirw,  which  was  eight 
and  twenty  diahea,  beniles  subtleties,  and  ships  made  of  wax,  mnrtallous  gorgeoua 
to  behold :  all  which  time  of  Berrice.  the  trumpets  staoding  in  the  winda 
at  Uw  uetbcr  eud  uf  the  boll,  played,"  &f.       Ckronicla;  p.  SOti  :    edit.  1615,  fol. 
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great  favourites.    But  can    you  properly  place  Erasmus 
in  the  list  ? 

Lysand.  You  forget  that  he  made  a  long  abode  here, 
and  was  Greek  professor  at  Cambridge.  To  begin^  then, 
with  the  former.  Colet,  as  you  well  know,  was  Dean 
of  St.  Paul's ;  and  founder  of  the  public  school  which 
goes  by  the  latter  name.  He  had  an  ardent  and  general 
love  of  literature;*    but  his  attention  to  the  improve- 


*  How  anxiously  does  Colet  seem  to  have  watohed  the  progrees,  and  poahed 
the  sale,  of  his  friend  Erasmus's  first  edition  of  the  Greek  Testament  1  ''Quod 
scribis  de  Novo  Testamento  intelligo.  Et  libri  nova  editionia  toss  Ate  amdt 
emuntur  et  poMim  UgunturP*  The  entire  epistle  (which  maj  be  aeen  in 
Dr.  Knight's  dry  Life  of  Colet,  p.  315)  is  devoted  to  an  aocount  of  EnMiiiis's 
publications.  "I  am  really  astonished,  my  dear  Erasmua  (does  he  ezdaimy, 
at  the  fruitfulness  of  your  talents  ;  that,  without  any  fixed  residenoe^  and  with 
a  precarious  and  limited  income,  you  contrive  to  publish  bo  many  and  such 
excellent  works."  Adverting  to  the  distracted  state  of  (Germany  at  tfaSi  period, 
and  to  the  wish  of  his  friend  to  live  secluded  and  unmolested,  he  obesnee — ^^  As 
to  the  tranquil  retirement  which  you  sigh  for,  be  assured  that  you  hwRS  my 
sincere  wishes  for  its  rendering  you  as  happy  and  oomposed  as  yoa  ean  vMh  iL 
Your  age  and  erudition  entitle  you  to  such  a  retreat.  I  fondly  hope,  indssd, 
that  yon  will  choose  this  country  for  it,  and  come  and  live  amongst  aa^  whose 
disposition  you  know,  and  whose  friendship  you  have  proved."  There  is  hardly 
a  more  curious  pictiure  of  the  custom  of  the  times  relating  to  the  edaeatSoD  of 
boys,  than  the  Dean's  own  Statutes  for  the  regulation  of  St.  Paul's  Schoo],  lAiidd. 
he  had  founded.  These  shew,  too,  the  popular  books  then  read  by  the 
"The  children  shall  come  unto  the  school  in  the  morning  at  seven  of  the 
both  winter  and  summer,  and  tarry  there  until  eleven ;  and  return  again  at 
of  the  clock,  and  depart  at  five,  &c.  In  the  school,  no  time  in  the  year,  thsj 
shall  uso  tallow  candle,  in  no  wise,  but  only  vax  caHdle,  at  the  oovte  of  their 
friends.  Also  I  will  they  bring  no  meat  nor  drink,  nor  bottle,  nor  use  in  the 
school  no  breakfasts,  nor  drinkings,  in  the  time  of  learning,  in  no  wise^  fee.  I 
will  they  use  no  cockfighting,  nor  riding  about  of  victory,  nor  disputing  at  Saint 
Bartholomew,  which  is  but  foolish  babbling  and  loss  of  time."  The  master  is 
then  restricted,  imder  the  penalty  of  40  shillings,  from  granting  the  boys  a  holi- 
day, or  "remedy"  (play-day),  as  it  is  here  called,  "except  the  king;^  an  arch- 
bishop, or  a  bishop,  pr^ent  in  his  own  person  in  the  school,  desire  fi."  The 
studies  for  the  lads  were  "Erasmus's  Cqpia  et  Inxtitutum  Chrt'stiaHi  ffamnmii  (oon- 
pused  at  the  Dean's  request),  Liictantius,  Pimdentius,  Juveneut,  Prdba  and  StAUiiu, 
and  Bapiuta  Mantuamn,  and  such  other  as  shall  be  thought  oonTenieot  and 
most  to  purpose  unto  the  true  Latin  speech ;  all  barbaiy,  all  oormptioa,  'all 
Latin  adulterate,  which  ignorant  blind  fools  brought  into  thia  worldy  and  with 
the  same  hatb  distained  and  poisoned  the  old  Latin  speech,  and  the  seraf  ^*^»*»«'» 
tongue,  which  in  tho  time  of  Tully,  and  Sallust,  and  Virgil,  and  Tersnoe^  «ae 
used— I  say,  that  filtbiness,  and  all  such  abusion,  which  the  Uter  blind  waM 
brought  in,  which  more  rather  may  bo  called  Blotxraturb  than  LmBATm% 
I  utterly  banish  and  exclude  out  of  this  scnooL."     Knight's  Z^  of     Coid^ 
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meat  of  youth,  in  saperintending  appropriate  publica- 
tions, for  their  nse,  was  unremitting.  Few  men  did  so 
much  and  so  well,  at  this  period  :  for  while  he  was  fhun- 
ing  the  statutes  by  which  his  little  community  was  to 
be  governed,  he  did  not  &il  to  keep  the  presses  of 
Wynkyn  De  Worde  and  Pynson  pretty  constantly  at 
work,  by  publishing  the  grammatical  treatises  ol  Grocyn, 
Linacre,  Stanbridge,  Lilye,  Holte,  Whittington,  and 
others — for  the  benefit,  as  well  of  the  public,  as  of  his 
own  particular  circle.  I  take  it,  his  library  must  have 
been  both  choice  and  copious ;  for  books  now  began  to 
be  multiplied  in  an  immense  ratio,  and  scholars  and  men 
of  rank  thought  a  Study,  or  IM>rary,  of  some  import- 
ance to  their  mansions.  What  would  we  not  give  for 
an  authraiticated  representation  of  Dean  Colet  in  his 
library,*  surrounded  with  books?  You,  Lisardo,  would 
be  in  ecstacies  with  such  a  thing  t 

36%  i.  The  amgkdoiu  reader  will  naturatly  enough  oonclads  that  boyi,  Uiui 
•dnoated,  would,  Attonrardi,  of  neoenit;,  tftll  viatinu  to  Oia  nragea  of  tba 
Bmuoiuiiul 


wMi  wmmi  ilVW  Ri  LmFiwLiwMWiiii 
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Lis.  Pray  dont  make  such  tantalizing  appeals  to  me  i 
Proceed,  proceed. 

£ysand.  Of  this  amiable  and  iUustrious  character  I 
will  only  further  observe  that  he  possessed  solid,  good 
sense — unaffected  and  unshaken  piety — a  love  towards 
the  whole  human  race — and  that  he  dignified  his  attach- 
ment to  learning  by  the  conscientious  discharge  of  his 
duty  towards  Grod  and  man.  He  sleeps  in  peace  be- 
neath a  monument,  which  has  been  consecrated  by  the 
tears  of  all  who  were  related  to  him,  and  by  the 
prayers  of  those  who  have  been  benefitted  by  Us 
philanthropy. 

Of  Sir  Thomas  More,*  where  is  the  schoolboy  dat 
is  ignorant  ?    He  was  unquestionably,  next  to 
the  most  brilliant  scholar  of  his  age :  while  the 
biographical  memoirs  of  him,  which  have    hickfly 
scended  to  us,  place  his  character,  in  a  domestic  poiiit^l 

the  interior  of  Dtat^   CoUCt  Study.    This  print  ii  taken  iktmi  an  oli  iN^ 
printed  in  the  early  part  of  the  aixteenth   centoiy,  and  repablfalMd  te  •  Wp^ . 
of  Alciatu8*8  emblems,  translated  from  the  Latin  into  Italiaii,  A.  Di  IMI^  ^^^^W 
There  is  an  air  of  truth  aboat  it ;  but  the  frame  woric  is  entiraly  modM^  mm\  , 
perhaps  not  in  the  purest  taste.    It  may  turn  out  that  this  interior  Tiaw  off  •  fii^' 
▼ate  library  is  somewhat  too  perfect  and  finished  for  the  times  of  CbM^  la  ttb 
country ;  especially  if  we  may  judge  from  the  rales  to  be  obserrod  in  MoqiMbf 
a  public  one,  just  about  the  period  of  Colet's  death :  "Md.  oooMittifBlfd  Md 
agreid  wyth  Cornell  Gierke,   for  the  making  off  the  dextis  in  thft  Bbray,  (of 
Christ  Church  College,  Oxford)  to  the  somme  off  xri,  after  the  manor  and  lions 
as  they  be  in  Magdalyn  college,  except  the  popie  heedes  off  the  oeitoa^  tiiia  to  bs 
workmanly  wrought  and  clenly,  and  he  to  have  all  manntf  off  stooff  foond  hya^ 
and  to  have  for  the  makyng  off  one  dexte  xs.  the  sum  off  the  hole  fUL  H.  Itsn : 
borowd  att  Magdaleyn  college  one  a  off  y.  d  nayle,  a  a  off  tL  d  najlo^  dim.  6 
X.  d.  naylo.  "^ARtiquUus  qf  Oiast<mhury  ;  edit,  Heame,  p.  807. 

*  In  the  first  volume  of  my  edition  of  Sir  Thoxab  Mob^'b  Utopia,  the  isste 
will  find  an  elaborate  and  faithful  account  of  the  biographical  publioatioiiB  rs- 
lating  to  this  distinguished  character,  together  with  a  copious  Cololiyiw  BmmuU 
of  the  engraved  portraits  of  him,  and  an  analysis  of  liis  English  worika.  It 
would  be  tedious  to  both  the  reader  and  author,  here  to  repeat  wliat  has  bMn 
before  written  of  Sir  Thomas  More — whose  memory  lives  in  etmrf  eoKitatasl, 
bosom.  Of  this  edition  of  the  Ut<^ia  there  i4>peared  a  fiimi^  and  tait 
in  the  Edinburyk  Reriett,  by  a  critic,  who,  it  was  manifest^  had  novsr 
the  volumes,  and  who,  when  he  observes  upon  the  fidelity  of  ITisliini 
translation  of  the  original  Latin  of  More,  was  rasohredy  from  pom  kft 
Whiggism,  to  defend  an  author  at  the  expense  of  trath. 
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w.  beyond  that  of  alt  Iim  contcmporftrips.     Dr.  Words- 

Wortli*   has  well  spoken  of  "the  heiiveoty  miudcdnc^  " 

|)f   More  :    but   how   are   bibliomaniacs  jastly    to   appre- 

iate  the  classical    ion;,    and    incessiuitly  -  active  IxMik- 

Hirsuita,+  of  this  scholar  aud  martyr !     How  he  soared 


hare  dosorveB  ta  be  reoonlod ;  u  it  thavn  ban 
)  of  ba«k>  hul  iiiieoted  oTsn  tbose  who  cnmo  to  sells  upon  him  to 
te  tlio  Tower,  and  to  endeavour  to  inveigle  him  into  treoaoDable  ex- 
-"While  Sir  Riolitu-d  Southwell  and  Mr.  Palmsr  were  busaie  id 
•p  hii  ioolxi,  Ur.  ttiobe,  pretending,  "  &c.— "WhereupoD  Mr-  Palmer, 
wu  soa  Viusiiie  about  the  ii-mrinffe  upp  Sir  Tio. 
'  Witej  in  a  Eocko,  that  he  tootce  do  heed  to  there  tnlke.  Sir  BEchord 
b-b  ^ell  liliewise  upon  bis  diapoeition  Kud,  thnt  because  he  nam  sppoTDted  only 
voice  to  the  convoysDCe  qfkii  baota,  he  gare  aoe  ear  mito  them.  ■'—Ouliilmx 
yJU  t>.  r.  Jfori  i  edit  Hamo,  p.  *7,  El. 
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''  above  his  compeers !"  How  richly^  singularly,  and 
curiouslyy  was  his  mind  furnished !  Wit,  playfiilness, 
elevation,  and  force — all  these  are  distinguishable  in  his 
writings,  if  we  except  his  polemical  compositions  ;  which 
latter,  to  speak  in  the  gendcst  terms,  are  wholly  unwor- 
thy of  his  name.  When  More's  head  was  severed  from 
his  body,  virtue  and  piety  exclaimed,  in  the  language  of 
Erasmus, — **  He  is  dead  :  More,  whose  breast  was  purer 
than  snow,  whose  genius  was  excellent  above  all  his 
nation."* 

How  can  I  speak,  with  adequate  justice,  of  the  author 
of  these  words !  —  Yes,  Erasmus  !  —  in  spite  of  thy 
timidity,  and  sometimes,  almost  servile  compliances 
with  the  capricious  whims  of  the  great ;  in  spite  of  thy 
delicate  foibles,  thou  shalt  always  live  in  my  memory; 
and  dear  to  me  shall  be  the  possession  of  thy  intellectual 
labours !    No  pen  has  yet  done  justice  to  thy  l]fe.t    How 

*  Epistia  Dedicatory  to  Ecdeauites :  qxiotad  in  tlmt  elegant  and  iiilwwHiif 
quarto  Tolume  of  the  "  Liva  ct  Bniak  Statame*^  **  by  the  late  Mr.  MaediV' 
mid;  p.  117. 

f  It  were  much  to  be  wished  that  Mr.  Roeeoey  who  has  ao  sooeeMfony  toned 
his  attention  to  the  history  of  Iftxiiam  LitenUure^  of  the  period  of  ERURnii%  meld 
deTote  himielf  to  the  inrestigadon  of  the  philological  histoiy  of  the  Gcnm 
schools   *B<^  more  especially  to  the    literaiy  liiie  of  the  great  man  of  whoa 
Lrsander  is  abcre   speaking.    The  biographical   menMMrs  of  Erasmoi  by  le 
Clerc,  anglicised  and  enlarged  by  the  learned  Jortin,  and  Dr.    Knight's  life  d 
the  same,  can  nerer  become  p<^N3lar.     They  want  method,  style  and  iotowt 
Le  Here,  howerer.  has  made  ample  amends  for  the  defectiTeneai  of  his  faiogn* 
pbical  composition,  by  the  noble  ediaon  of  Erasnnxf's  worfa  which  he  pot  forth 
at  Leyxien,  in  the  year   IT'^S-^,  in  eleven  Tohmies  folio :  of  which  TohuMi  At 
neader  will  £nd  an  excellent  analysts  or  reriew  in  the  Att,  £nidiL,  A.  D.  1704, 
&<'.    Le  Cere,  B.^'.  a^s>i>,  toL  L.  Sn>:  Du  Fin's  BibL  Becks.,  toL  m.,  sad 
BiUic^,  F^x^ri.\  pt.  L,  Sf-d:  from  whidi   latter  we  lean  that,  in  the  pabliiB 
librarr,  at  Derecter,  there  is  a  copy  of  Eruaius's  works,  in  whidi  those  pMHf«oa« 
wherv  the  anihor  fpeaks  fr«ely  c^  the  laxity  of  the   monkish  diaracter,  kaw^ 
l>e«n  defsnTiM.  "  chirti  feceeirata.  *'    A  somewhat  more  compressed  ansljrii    <A 
theeontecteof  theiM  T»>^=:es  spfvarsd  in  the  Sftilo^   OjfmtaUonm  EUL-O  ••-» 
Li:frxtrv'ntm^  J.  A.  /"^sVvn*,  H.'.nK  173!?,  -tto..  p,  953^  378— preceded,  how 
by  a  {^euingy  3ret  brief  accoc=:  v>f  the  ^■^■Hwp  features  of  Ensmos's  Htony 
In  one  of  his  letters  to  CVet,  Era5=:T2<  deecriKee  himself  aa  "a  veiy  poor  tiXM-* 
in   point   of  forcuce«  and  wh.'^Iy  exempt   from  ambttMO."    A  little  faslbfe 
doath  he  told  h:«  library  u>  v>ce  J  >bs  jk   Lafcos.  a  Poteoeee,  for  only  20O 
\0f  this  amisKe  forei^ser.  Me  Ssypye'^  L\f<  ^f  Orwsuicr ;  b.  iL,  eh.  uIl) 
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7ove  to  trace  thee,  in  all  thy  bookish  pursuits,  from 
COM  .M-c^cting  the  press  of  thy  beloved  Froben,  to  thy  social 
Dic3^E7<:-Mngs  with  Colet  aud  More !  You  remember  well, 
Jji^s-^skJcAo, — we  saw,  in  yonder  room,  a  large,  paper  copy 
of  -«:A»e  fine  Leydcn  edition  of  this  great  man's  works ! 
Yc»'«:a  opened  it;  and  were  struck  with  the  variety — 
th^      ^solidity,  as  well  as  gaiety,- of  his  productions. 

IHI^d  I  s.     Let  me  go  and  bring  it  here !     While  you  talk 
tbiim.^:.   I  long  to  feast  my  eyes  upon  these  grand  books. 
ZML-^^'SAND.     You  need  not.     Nor  must  I  give  to  Erasmus 


Dotwitbabuldiiig  bin   asTTicBe  to  baokMllars— uml  although  every  prois 
1  his  lucubratiDaB— uid  aapedAlly  that   of  ColinieuB— ('U°t> 
aloxs^    f>ut  forth  24,000  copies  of  bia  CoHoqnia)  ever  become  much  tho  wealthier 
Ii)T    Iks^     talents  as  an   anther.     HU  bibliomaniaoal  spUit  was  such,  that  bo  paid 
metally  those  who  oollated  or  deacribod  works  of  which  be  wna  in  want. 
la>«.iiatjier  of  bis  lettors,  ho  doclares  that  "  he  shall  oot   rociavo  an  otolia  that 
as  he  bod  spent  more  than  what  he  had  g^Dotl  in  rewarding'  those  who 
tisd  Tza^kdo  book-resoarchSB  for  him  ;"  aud  he  cotoplajiu,  after  being  five  menthB 
W  t3«jn bridge,  tbnt  ho  hod,  fruitlessly,  spent  upwards  of  fifty  orownE."  "Noble- 
"■■■v!!,**      jmyg  ho,  "  love  and  praise  literature,  and  my  lucubratioDS  ;  but  tbey  praise 
sAd  do    not  reward."    To  his  friend  Eot>anus    Hessus   (vol.  vi,  26),  he  mokos  a 
^'''^^i*       complaint  "de  Comite   iinodam."     For  the   porticutara,    see  the    last 
'"^^'^oned  authority,  p.  3QS,  4.    In  the  year  IGIS,  Godeuus,  to  wboni  Enumua 
''"    t*^»*iueatbod  a  silver  bowl,  put  forth  a  fooetious  catalogue  of  bia  wotIm,   In 
BMcacKi^tcr  and  pentameter  verses ;  wbiob  was  printed  at  Louvain   by  Mortia, 
"^ovit  date,  in  Ito. ;  and  was  Boon  auciweddd  by  two  mora  amplo  and  mothodical 
"""^  ^^y  the  ufflo  penon  in  1537,  Ito. ;  printed  by  Fnibsn  and  Episcopius.    See 
lia«il»^Qj.g  o^_  BMioffT.   a  Uitor.,   vol.  i.,  p.  98,  OB.     Tbo  bibliominiao  may 
nob   object  to  be  informed  that  Froben,  shortly  after  the  death  of  bis  revorad 
^***w>v*B,  put  forth  this  first  edition   of  the  entire  woriis  of  the  latter,  in   nine 
1dVm>  ■Volumes  ;  and  that  acmirate  and  magnificent  as  U  Le  Clero's  edition  of  the 
*^^    (nay  I  vontu™  to  hint  at  the  rarity  of  larub  papiH   oopiea  of  it!),  "it 
»**«    tio    ooticB  ot  the  IndfX  £x)iKrgaioriut  of  the  early  edition  of  Froben, 
* .   ^  haa  shown  a  noble  art  of  OHrtailing  this,  as  well  as  other  authors."   Sea 
p'''^iti  loft  qf  Eranaii,  p.  36S.    The  mention  of  Froben  and  Erasmus,  tbua 
P"*8  down  to   immortflhty  together,  inducos  me  to  inform  Uio  curious  reader 
»*t  ay  friend  Mr.   Edwards  is  posseasod  of  a  chaste  and  oiegont  punting,  by 
yusdi,  of  this  distinguished  author  and  printer — the  portraits  being  executed 
^^  ffter  the  most    authentic    representations.     Enanius  is   in  the  act  of  oaltply 

■^  tofncting  the  press,  while  Froben  is  urging  with  vehemence  some  emendations 

^^  vtticb  he  conceives  to  ho  of  consequence,  but  to  which  his  master  seems  to  pay 

^^  M  attention  1     And  now  having  presented  the  reader  {p.    22),  ante)   with  the 

^«  luppard  study  of  Colet,  nothing  remains  but  to  urge  him  to  enter  in  imagination, 

wtUi  myself,  into  the  rtal  study  of  Erasmus ;   of  which   we  are  pressnted   with 
■      "    tlm  following  view— taken  from  Dr.  Knight's  Li/c  q/  Snuwiiu ; 
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a  greater  share  of  atlention    than   is    due    to' him. 

have  a  large  and  varied  field — or  rather  domain — yet  to  i 


.jT2,-*. 


I  shall  conoludB  this  EaAasuAMA  (if  Uio 
reader  sill  premit  mo  Ko  to  entitle  it) 
with  a  WDod'Cut  sihibition  ot  a  difltrmt 
kind  :  it  being  pertuipB  the  eaj-liost  por^ 
trait  of  Erumius  publiahad  In  ttiU 
louElry.  It  is  taken  from  >  work  eo- 
litled,  "  Tif  Slanrr  ojid  Foram  of  Con- 
fttion, "  priiited  by  Byddell,  in  8to., 
without  date  ;  uid  U  placed  Irmiuediktelr 
under  on  oddren  from  Eracmut,  to 
Moline,  Bishop  of  Coudotne ;  d&tad 
1531 ;  in  which  ths  fonnor  oowpkini 
bittorty  of  "  the  pahi  Md  griaf  of  Vhl 
roias'of  Mb  b&ck."  Tbo  print  is  taktB 
froin  a  tracing  of  the  original,  nwdo  hj 
edition,    in  the  coUBction    ot  Rogw    WB. 

it  it  falls  a  hundred  detcreM  ihort  of  AUmt 

D,  1526. 


I 

* 
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pas9  over.  Wishinar,  thereiore,  Lorenzo  speedily  to 
purcbase  a  small  bronze  figiire  of  him,  from  Iho  cele- 
brated large  one  at  Rotterdam,  mid  to  place  the  same 
upon  a  copy  of  his  first  edition  of  the  Greek  Testament 
printed  upon  velttait,*  by  way  of  a  pedestal  —  I  pass 
on  to  the  notice  of  other  bibliomaniacs  of  this  period. 

Sul>due<l  be  every  harsher  feeling  towards  Wolsry, 
when  WB  contemplate  even  the  imperfect  remains  of  his 
literary  institutions  which  yet  survive !  That  this  chan- 
f»Jlor  and  cardinsd  had  {i;rand  views,  and  a  magTiificenl 
taste,  is  unquestionable :  and  I  suppose  lew  libraries 
COQtainud  more  beautiful  or  more  numerous  copies  ot 
precious  volumes  than  his  own.  For,  when  in  favour, 
with  his  royal  master,  Henry  VIII,,  Wolsey  bad,  in  all 
probability,  such  an  ascendency  over  him  us  to  coii\ 
from  him  almost  every  choice  book  which  he  bad  in- 
herited from  his  father,  Henry  VII.;  and  thus  I  i^ould 
apprehend,  althou<^h  no  particulstr  mention  is  made  of 
his  library  in  the  inventonas  uf  his  goodsi'  which  have 
been  published,  there  can  be  no  question  alwut  such  a 
character   as  that  of  Wolsey   havinj^  numerous  copies  of 

■  In  tha  library  of  York  catbodtal  LUere  ia  a.  cop;  of  tho  flist  D(lilio[i  (•! 
ensmiu'i  Qreuk  and  Utiii  ToBlaiii0Dt,  1EI6,  to].,  atruck  ■jS  vvqs  MiLLVH. 
^Diia,  I  believe,  vaa  never  befurB  gaaemlly  known. 

+  In  the  last  Varionm  edUiot  oj  Shaiipmn,  1803,  vol.  xv.,  p,  144,  we  are 
rofHrred  by  Mr.  Doucato  "  tho  particubkraof  this  iuventory  at  IiiiKO,  In  Stowi:'* 
CkronUle,  p.  51S,  edit  1631  :"  my  copy  of  Utone  is  of  tho  dato  o¥  1S15  ;  but, 
not  ft  syllable  is  wid  of  it  in  the  piaoe  here  refarred  to,  or  at  any  ether  page  ; 
altliough  the  acoount  of  Wolaay  is  ample  and  iatsrenting,  Mr.  Douce  {iliiii) 
■ay« that, HinoDg tho  Am'.  ^5d.  |D°.  SW]  therein  one  entitled  "An  Inventorie  uf 
Oaiirlinnl  Wolsey's  neb  bouseliolde  atuffo ;  temp.  Hon.  VIII.  ;  the  oriipnol  book, 
n>  it  Menu,  kept  by  his  own  officers.  "  In  Mr.  Outch's  CoUtdama  CunoHi,  voL  ii., 
2SS — 349,  will  be  foimij  a  copious  account  of  Woliey's  plate:— too  apleudid, 
almont,  for  belief.  To  a  life  and  character  so  well  known  as  are  those  of  Wol- 
■oy,  and  upon  which  Dr.  Fiddes  has  published  a  huge  folio  ot  many  hundred 
pa^9,  the  reader  will  net  here  eipeot  any  additional  matter  whiuh  may  oonvay 
nocb  novelty  or  interest.  Tho  following,  however,  may  bo  worth  aubmittiDg  to 
111*  consideration.  The  Cardinal  bad  poetical,  na  well  as  political,  enoniiea. 
SkeltoD  and  Koy,  who  did  not  fail  to  gall  him  with  their  sharp  lampoons,  liavo 
■bewn  ua,  by  their  compositions  which  have  siirrived,  that  tboy  were  no  duspic- 
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the  choicest  books,   bound  in   velvet  of  all  coloors,  em- 
bossed with  gold  or  silver,  and  studded  even  with  pr©- 


He  is  Mt  BO  high 
In  his  hierarchy 
Of  frantic  frttiay 
And  fooliah  fantasy. 
That  in  chamber  of  stars 
All  matters  there  he  mars, 
Clapping  his  rod  on  the  "btfrdjt 
No  man  dare  speake  a  word  ; 
For  he  hath  all  the  saying 
Without  any  rvaayt^i^ : 
He  rolleth  in  his  records 


He  saith:  "How  say  y«  my  lordst 
*'Is  not  my  reason  goodt* 
Good  I— even  good— Bobin-bood  I 
Borne  upon  every  side 
FFiApompemdwia  j^ridf.  ^te. 
To  drink  and  for  to  eat 
Sweet  vpocroMt  and  sweet  meat. 
To  keep  his  fleih  chaste 
In  Lent,  for  his  repast 
He  eateth  capons  stew'd 
Pheasant  and  partidge  mewed. 


Wabtoh*8  Hist.  BngL  Poetry,  toL  U.,  S4fii 

Steevens  has  also  quoted  freely  from  this  poem  of  Skelton  ;  see  the  editioiia  of 
Shakspeare,  1793,  and  1803,  in  the  play  of  "King  Hemry  VIU."  Skelton'a 
satire  against  Wolsey  is  noticed  by  our  chronicler  Hall :  **  In  this  season,  the  oar- 
dinal,  by  his  power,  legantine,  dissolved  the  convocation  at  Paul's,  called  bj  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury ;  and  called  him  and  all  the  clergy  to  his  oonTOGatioa 
to  Westminster,  which  was  never  seen  before  in  England;  whereof  Ifartar 
Skelton,  a  merry  poet,  wrote : 

Gentle  Paul  lay  down  thy  tw9ard 

For  Peter  of  Westminster  hath  shaven  thy  beard. 

Chronide,  p.  687,  edit  1800L 

In  Mr.  G.  Ellis's  Specimens  qf  the  Early  ETtgluh  Poets,  yoL  ii.,  pp.  7,  8,  thara  is 
a  curious  extract  from  the  same  poot's  "  Image  qf  Ypoerycye  " — relating  to  Sr 
Thomas  More — which  is  printed  for  the  first  time  from  "an  apparently  aoourate 
transcript"  of  the  original,  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Heber.  From  the  last  men- 
tioned work  (vol.  ii.,  p.  11,  &o.),  there  is  rather  a  copious  account  of  a  yet  mora 
formidable  poetical  attack  against  Wolsey,  in  the  **  Rede  me  emd  he  noil  wrolk^^ 
of  William  Roy  :  a  very  rare  and  precious  little  black-letter  volume,  whieh, 
although  it  has  been  twice  printed,  is  scarcely  ever  to  be  met  with,  and  was  im« 
known  to  Warton.  It  wiU,  however,  make  its  appearance  in  one  of  the  supple* 
mental  volumes  of  Mr.  Park's  valuable  reprint  of  the  HarUian  JiiteeUemi^m 
While  the  cardinal  was  thus  attacked,  in  the  biting  strains  of  poetry,  he  was 
doomed  to  experience  a  full  share  of  reprobation  in  the  writings  of  the  moat 
popular  theologians.  William  Tyndale  stopped  forth  to  shew  his  seal  against 
papacy  in  his  *' Practise  of  Popishe  Prelates,'*  and  from  this  work,  as  it  is  inoor- 
porated  in  those  of  Tyndale,  Barnes,  and  Frith,  printed  by  Day  in  1572,  fol.,  the 
reader  is  presented  with  the  following  amusing  specimen  of  the  authoi^a  Tein  of 
humour  and  indignation  :  '*  And  as  I  heard  it  spoken  of  divers,  he  made,  bj  emtt 
of  nee  romancy,  graven  imagery  to  bear  upon  him  ;  wherewilh  be  bewitched  the 
king's  mind — and  made  the  king  to  doat  upon  him,  more  than  he  ever  did  on 
any  lady  or  gentlewoman  :  so  that  now  the  king's  grace  followed  him,  Aa  he  be* 
fore  followed  the  king.  And  then  what  be  said,  that  was  wisdom;  what  he 
praised,  that  was  honourable  only."  Practise  of  Popishe  Prelates,  p.  968w  At 
p.  869,  he  calls  him  "Porter  of  Heaven."  "There  he  made  a  journey  of  gen- 
tlemen,  arrayed  altogether  in  silks,  so  much  as  their  very  shoes  and  lining  of 

hi 
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cious  stones !  I  conceive  that  his  own  Prayer  Book 
must  have  been  gorgeous  in  the  extreme  !  Unhappy  man 
— a  pregnant  and  ever-striking  example  of  the  fickleness 
of  human  aflfairs,  and  of  the  instability  of  human  gran- 
deur !  When  we  think  of  thy  baubles  and  trappings — 
of  thy  goblets  of  gold,  and  companies  of  retainers — and 
torn  our  thoughts  to  Shakspeare's  shepherd,  as  de- 
scribed in  the  soliloquy  of  one  of  our  monarchs,  we  are 


their  boots ;  more  like  their  mothers  than  men  of  war :  yea,  I  am  sure  that 
many  of  their  mothers  would  have  been  ashamed  of  so  nice  and  wanton  array. 
Howbeit,  they  went  not  to  make  war,  but  peace,  for  over  and  a  day  longer.  But 
to  speak  of  the  pompous  apparel  of  my  lord  himself,  and  of  his  chaplains,  it 
posseth  the  xij  Apostles.  I  dare  swear  that  if  Peter  and  Paul  had  seen  them 
suddenly,  and  at  a  blush,  they  would  have  been  harder  in  belief  that  they,  or  any 
such,  should  be  their  successors  than  Thomas  Didimus  was  to  belioye  that  Christ 
was  risen  again  from  death."  Idem,  p.  370, — "for  the  worship  of  his  hat  and 
glory  of  his  precious  shoes — when  he  was  pained  with  the  cholic  of  an  evil  con- 
science, having  no  other  shift,  because  his  soul  could  tind  no  other  issue,  —he 
took  himself  a  medicine,  ui  emitteret  spiritum  per  po^ericra,"  Exposition  upon 
the  first  Ep.  of  St.  John,  p.  404.  Thomas  Lupset,  who  was  a  scholar  of  Dean 
Colet,  and  a  sort  of  eiive  of  the  cardinal,  (being  appointed  tutor  to  a  bastard  son 
of  the  latter)  could  not  suppress  his  sarcastioal  feelings  in  respect  of  Wolsey's 
pomp  and  severity  of  discipline.  From  Lupset's  works,  printed  by  Berthelet  in 
1546,  12mo.,  I  gather,  in  his  address  to  his  "hearty  beloved  Edmond" — that 
"though  he  had  there  with  him  plenty  of  books,  yet  the  place  suffered  him  not 
to  spend  in  them  any  study :  for  you  shall  understand  (says  he)  that  I  lie  wait- 
ing on  my  Lord  Cardinal,  whose  hours  I  must  observe  to  be  always  at  hand, 
lest  I  should  be  called  when  I  am  not  by :  the  which  should  be  taken  for  a  fault 
of  gxeat  negligence.  Wherefore,  that  I  am  now  well  satiated  with  the  beholding 
of  these  gay  hangings,  that  garnish  here  every  wall,  I  will  turn  me  and  talk  with 
you."  {Ezhortacion  to  yonge  nun,  foL  39,  rev.)  Dr.  Wordsworth,  in  the  first 
volume  of  his  EcelesioutiaU  Biography,  has  printed,  for  the  first  time,  the  genuine 
text  of  Cavendish's  interesting  life  of  his  reverend  master,  Wolsey.  It  is  well 
worth  perusal.  But  the  reader,  I  fear,  is  beginning  to  be  outrageous  (having  kept 
his  patience,  during  this  long-winded  note,  to  the  present  moment)  for  some 
hSUiomaniacal  evidence  of  Wolsey's  attachment  to  gorgeous  books.  He  is  pre- 
sentedy  therefore,  with  the  following  case  in  point.  My  *fnend  Mr.  Ellis,  of  the 
British  Museum,  informs  me  that,  in  the  splendid  library  of  that  establishment, 
there  are  two  copies  of  Galen's  "  Jiethodug  Afedendi,"  edited  by  Linacre,  and 
printed  at  Paris,  in  folio,  1519.  One  copy,  which  belonged  to  Henry  the  Eighth, 
has  an  illnminated  title,  with  the  royal  arms  at  the  bottom  of  the  title-page.  The 
other,  which  is  also  illimiinated,  has  the  cardinal's  cap  in  the  same  place,  above 
an  empty  shield.  Before  the  dedication  to  the  king,  in  the  laitter  copy,  Linacre 
has  inserted  an  elegant  Latin  epistle  to  Wolbet,  in  manuscript.  The  king's 
copy  is  rather  the  more  beautiful  of  the  two  :  but  the  unique  appendage  of  the 
Latin  epistle  shews  that  the  editor  considered  the  cardinal  a  more  distinguished 
bibliomaniac  than  the  monarch. 
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fully  disposed  to  admit  the  force  of  such  truths  as  have 
been  familiar  to  us  from  boyhood,  and  which  tell  us  that 
those  shoulders  feel  the  most  burdened  upon  which  the 
greatest  load  of  responsibility  rests.  Peace  to  the  once 
proud,  and  latterly  repentant,  spirit  of  Wolsey  ! 

We  have  now  reached  the  RkpoRxMATION  ;  upon  which, 
as  Burnet,  Collier,  and  Strype,  have  written  huge  folio 
volumes,  it  shall  be  my  object  to  speak  sparingly:  and 
chiefly  as  it  concerns  the  history  of  the  Bibliomania. 
A  word  or  two,  however,  about  its  origin,  spirit,  and 
tendency. 

It  seems  to  have  been  at  first  very  equivocal,  with 
Henry  the  Eighth,  whether  he  would  take  any  decisive 
measures  in  the  affair,  or  not.  He  hesitated,  resolved, 
and  hesitated  again.  ^  The  creature  of  caprice  and 
tyranny,  he  had  neither  fixed  principles,  nor  settled 
data,  upon  which  to  act.  If  he  had  listened  to  the  tem- 
perate advice  of  Cromwell  or  CRANMER,t  he  would 

*  **  The  king  seemed  to  think  that  his  subjects  owed  an  entire  resignation  of 
their  reasons  and  consciences  to  him ;  and,  as  he  was  highly  offended  with  thoae 
who  still  adhered  to  the  papal  authority,  so  he  could  not  bear  tho  haste  that  some 
were  making  to  a  further  reformation,  before  or  beyond  his  allowance.  So,  in  tho 
end  of  the  year  1538,  ho  set  out  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  prohibits  tiio  im* 
porting  of  all  foreign  books,  or  the  printing  of  any  at  home  without  lioenae  ;  and 
tho  printing  of  any  parts  of  the  scripture,  'till  they  wero  examined  by  tho  \ajag 
and  his  council,"  &c.  "  He  requires  that  none  may  ai^e  against  the  presence 
of  Christ  in  the  Sacrament,  under  the  pain  of  death,  and  of  the  Ices  of  their 
goods ;  and  orders  all  to  be  punished  who  did  disuse  any  rites  or  ceremonies  not 
then  abolished;  yet  he  orders  them  only  to  be  observed  withoutsuperstitionx  only 
as  remembrances,  and  not  to  repose  in  them  atrust  of  salvation.'* — Burnet's /Tiif. 
of  the  Re/omuition.  But  long  before  this  obscure  and  arbitrary  act  was  pasMd, 
Henry's  mind  had  been  a  little  shaken  against  papacy  from  a  singolar  work,  pub- 
lished by  one  Fish,  called  "  Tfie  Suppiicadou  of  Lcggcrs^  Upon  this  book  bein|( 
read  through  in  the  presence  of  Henry,  the  latter  observed,  shrewdly  enough,  **  If 
a  man  should  pull  down  an  old  stone  wall,  and  begin  at  tho  lower  part^  the  upper 
part  thereof  might  chance  to  fall  upon  his  head."  "  And  then  ho  took  the  book, 
and  put  it  into  his  desk,  and  commanded  them,  upon  their  allegiance,  that  thej 
should  not  tell  to  any  man  that  he  had  seen  this  book."  Fox's  Book  of  Mofiyn  \ 
vol.  ii.,  p.  280  :  edit.  1641.  Sir  Thomas  More  answered  this  work  (which  de> 
picted,  in  frightful  coIourR,  the  rapacity  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clei^gy),  in  1529.; 
see  my  edition  of  the  latter's  Utopia ;  vol.  i.,  xciii. 

+  "  These  were  some  of  the  resolute  stops  King  Henry  made  towards  the  ob- 
taining again  this  long  struggled  for,  and  almost  lost,  right  and  pierogatiTe  o€ 
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have  attained  his  darling  object  by  less  decisive,  but 
certainly  by  -more  justifiable,  means.  Those  able  and 
respectable  counsellors  saw  clearly  that  violent  mea- 
sures would  produce  violent  results ;  and  that  a  question 
of  law,  of  no  mean  magnitude,  was  involved  in  the  very 
outset  of  the  transaction — for  there  seemed,  on  the  one 
side,  no  right  to  possess ;  and,  on  the  other,  no  right  to 
render  possession.'*' 

Latimer,  more  hasty  and  enthusiastic  than  his  episco- 
pal brethren,  set  all  the  engines  of  his  active  mind  to  work, 
as  if  to  carry  the  point  by  a  coup  de  main  ;  and  although 
his  resolution  was,  perhaps,  upon  more  than  one  occa- 

kings,  in  their  own  dominions,  of  being  snpreme,  against  the  encroachments  of 
the  bishops  of  Rome.  Secretary  Cromwbl  had  the  great  stroke  in  all  this.  All 
these  counsels  and  methods  were  struck  out  of  his  head."  Strype's  EcclesicuticcU 
Memorials ;  vol.  i.,  p.  205.  When  great  murmurs  ensued,  on  the  suppression  of 
the  monasteries,  because  of  the  cessation  of  hospitality  exercised  in  them, 
"  Cbouwell  advised  the  king  to  sell  their  lands,  at  very  easio  rates,  to  the  gen- 
try in  the  several  counties,  obliging  them,  since  they  had  them  upon  such  terms, 
to  keep  up  the  wonted  hospitality.  This  drew  in  the  gentry  apace,"  &c.  Burnet's 
Bist,  of  Uu  R^omuiiion  \  vol.  i.,  p.  223.  "Archbishop  Cranmer  is  said  to 
baTe  counselled  and  pressed  the  king  to  ciissolve  the  monasteries  ;  but  for  other 
ends  (than  those  of  personal  enmity  against  '  the  monks  or  friars' — or  of  en- 
riching himself '  with  the  spoils*  of  the  same) ;  viz.  that,  out  of  the  revenues  of 
these  monasteries,  the  king  might  found  more  bishoprics ;  and  that  dioceses, 
being  reduced  into  less  compass,  the  diocesans  might  the  better  discharge  their 

office/  according  to   the  scripture  and  primitive   rules. And  the  archbishop 

hoped  that,  from  those  ruins,  there  would  be  now  foundations  in  every  cathedra} 
erected,  to  be  nurseries  of  learning  for  the  ase  of  the  whole  diocese."  Strype's 
Lift  of  Archbiskoj)  Cranmer,  p.  35. 


■»  (( 


A  very  rational  doubt  yet  remained,  how  religious  persons  could  alienate 
and  transfer  to  the  king  a  property,  of  which  they  themselves  were  only  tenants 
for  life  :  and  an  act  of  parliament  was  framed  in  order  to  remove  all  future 
scruples  on  this  head,  and  *  settle  rapine  and  sacrilege,*  as  Lord  Herbert  terms 

t^em,  *on  the  king  and  his  heirs  forever.' It  does  not  appear  to  have  been 

debated,  in  either  house,  whether  they  had  a  power  to  dispossess  some  hundred 
thousand  persons  of  their  dwellings  and  fortunes,  whom,  a  few  years  before,  they 
bad  declared  to  bo  good  subjects  :  if  such  as  live  well  come  under  that  denomi- 
nation."— "  Now,"  says  Sir  Edward  Coke,  "  observe  the  conclusion  of  this  tragedy. 
In  that  very  parliament,  when  the  great  and  opulent  priory  of  St  John  of  Jeru- 
salem was  given  to  the  king,  and  which  was  the  last  monastery  seized  on,  be 
demanded  a  fresh  subsidy  of  the  clergy  and  laity:  he  did  the  same  again 
within  two  years ;  and  again  throe  years  after ;  and  since  the  dissolution  exacted 
great  loans,  and  aj,Min8t  law  obtained  thorn."— Life  of  Rajlnald  Pole;  vol.  i., 
p.  247—9  :  uGit.  17C7,  8vo.     Coko'b  4th  LcstdtiU,  foi.  44. 
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sion,  shaken  by  the  sufferings  of  the  innocent,  yet,  by 
his  example,  and  particularly  by  his  sermons,*  he  tried 

*  "  It  WB8  ODce  mo7ed  by  Lattmeb,  the  good  buhop  of  Woicestary  thai  two 
or  three  of  these  foundations  might  be  spared  in  each  diocese,  for  the  sake  of  hoa- 
pitality.    Which  gave  the  foresaid  bishop  occasion  to  more  the  Lord  Crumwell 
once  in  the  behalf  of  tk€  Priory  of  Jfalcenu**    Strype's  JBedetuutkal  MtmariaiUf 
vol.   i.,  259.     Latimer's  letter  is   here  printed ;    and  an  interesting  one  it  iik 
Speaking  of  the  prior,  he  telLs  Cromwell  that  "  The  man  is  old,  a  good  Ikniml 
keofjcr,   fcedeth  many ;  and  that,  daily.    For  the  country  is  poor,  and  full  of 
penury."    But  the  hospitality  and  infirmities  of  this  poor  prior  were  le«  likely 
to  operate  graciously  upon  the  rapacious  mind  of  Elenry  than  '*  the  (iOO  mazfct 
to  the  king,  'and  200  marks  more  to  the  said  Lord  Crumwell,'*  which  he  tendered 
at  the  Kame  time.    See  Str3rpe,  ihid.     For  the  credit  of  Latimer,   I  hope  this 
worthy  prior  was  not  at  the  head  of  the  prioiy  when  the  former  preached  before 
the  king,  and  thus  observed :  '*  To  let  pass  the  aoUmpiu  and  noctumal  Vaprha- 
nals,  the  prescript  miracles,  that  are  done  upon  certain  days  in  the  West  part  of' 
England,  who  hath  not  heard  ?  I  think  ye  have  heard  of  Saint  £Utit*s  heart,  whiah 
is  at  Malrem,  and  of  Saint  Algar's  bones,  how  long  they  deluded  the  people  f* 
S&e  Latimer's  &}*iNon« :  edit.  1562,  4to.:  fol.  12,  rect.    In  these  Sennona,  ae  is 
justly  said  above,  there  are  many  cutting  philippics — especially  against  ''in- 
proaching  prelates ;"  some  of  whom  Latimer  doth  not  scruple  to  call  "minten — 
dancers — crouchers— pamperors  of  their  paunches,  like  a  monk  that  maketh  his 
jubilee  — mounchers  in  their  mangers,  and  moilers  in  their  gay  manors  and  man* 
sions  :"  see  fol.  17,  rect.    Nevertheless,  there  are  few  productions  which  give  nt 
so  lively  and  interesting  a  picttu^  of  the  manners  of  the  age  as  the  bbbmohb  or 
Latimer  ;  which  were  spoilt  in  an  *'  ed'Uio  ecutrata"  that   appeared  in  the  year 
17^8,  8vo.      But  Latimer  was  not  the  only  popular  preacher  who  directed  his 
anathemas  against  the  Roman  Catholic  clerg}'.    The  well  known  JOBH  Fox  oa- 
tcrcd  into  the  cause  of  the  reformation  vrith  a  zeal  and  success  of  which  those 
who  Iiavo  slightly  perused  his  compositions  can  have  but  a  very  inadequate  idea. 
The  following  curious  (and  I  may  add  very  interesting)  specimen  of  Fox's  pulpit 
olrxincnco  is  taken  from  "A  Sa-mon  of  Chrift  cruet fted,  preached  ai  PiutU*t  Crmte, 
the  Friday  before  EatUr,  commonly  called  Oood  Fridaie :**--"  Let  me  tell  yon  a 
Htory,  which  J  remember  was  done  about  the  beginning  of  Queen  Ifary's  reigi|» 
anno  1554.    There  was  a  certain  message  sent,  not  from  heaven,  bat  from  Rome : 
not  from  God,  but  from  the  pope  :  not  by  any  apostle,  but  by  a  certain  cardinal, 
who  was  called  Cardinal  Poole,  Legatus  a  latere,  Legatus  natus,  a  legate  fiwn 
the  po]>o*s  own  white  side,  sent  hither  into  England.    This  cardinal  legate,  fint 
coming  to  Dover,  was  honourably  received  and  brought  to  Greenwich :  where  he 
again,  l)eing  more  honourably  received  by  lords  of  high  estate,  and  of  the  Privj 
Council  (of  whom   some  are  yet   alive)  was  conducted  thence  to  the  piivj 
stairs  of  the  queen's  couit  at  Westminster,  no  loss  person  than  King  PbiKp  him- 
self waiting  upon  him,  and  receiving  him ;  and  so  was  brought  to  the  qoesnli 
groat  chamber,  she  then  being,  or  else  pretending,  not  to  be  well  at  esse.  Stephen 
Gardiner,  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  and  Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  leosiviag 
this  noble  legato  in  the  king  and  the  queen's  behalf,  to  commend  and  set  forth 
the  authority  of  this  legate,  the  greatness  of  his  message,  and  the  supreme  majflsty     • 
of  the  sen)ler,  before  the  public  audience  of  the  whole  parliament  at  that  tisM   « 
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to  exasperate  every  Protestant  bosom  against  the  occu- 
piers of  monasteries  and  convents. 

With  Henry,  himself,  the  question  of  spiritual  su- 
premacy was  soon  changed,  or  merged  (as  the  lawyers 
call  it)  into  the  exclusive  consideration  of  adding  to  his 
wealth.  The  Visitors  who  had  been  deputed  to  inspect 
the  abbies,  and  to  draw  up  reports  of  the  same  (some  of 
whom,  by  the  bye,  conducted  themselves  with  sufficient 
baseness*),  did  not  fail  to  inflame  his  feelings  by  the 


ibled,  there  openly  protested,  with  great  Rolemnity  of  words,  what  a  mighty 

I,  luid  of  what  g^'eat  inportanoe  was  then  brought  into  the  realm,  oven  the 

greatest  message  (said  he)  that  ever  came  into  England,  and  therefore  desired  them 

to  give  attentive  and  inclinable  ears  to  such  a  famous  I^pation,  sent  from  so  high 

anthority."  "  Well,and  what  message  was  this  ?  forsooth,  that  the  realm  of  England 

■hoold  be  reconciled  again  unto  their  father  the  pope  ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  queen, 

with  all  her  nobility  and  sage  council,  with  so  many  learned  prelates,  discreet 

lawyerp,  worthy  commons,  and  the  whole  body  of  the  realm  of  England,  should 

oaptive  themselves,  and  become  underlings  to  an  Italian  stranger,  and  friarly 

pHest,  sitting  in  Rome,  which  never  knew  England,  never  was  hei^e,  never  did, 

or  shall  do,  England  good.    And  this  forsooth  (said  Gardiner)  was  the  greatest 

mmbasnge,  the  weightiest  legacy  that  ever  came  to  England :  forgetting  belike 

either  this  message  of  Ood;  sent  here  by  his  apostles  unto  vs,  or  else  because  he 

saw  it  made  not  so  much  for  his  purpose  as  did  the  other,  he  made  the  less 

aoooont thereof."    "Well,  then,  and  will  we  see  what  a  weighty  message  this 

was  that  Gardiner  so  exquisitely  commended?    first,  the  sender  is  gone,   the 

messenger  b  gone,  the  queen  is   gone,  and  the  message  gone,  and  yet  England 

standeth  not  a  rush  the  better.    Of  which  message  I  thus  say,  answering  again 

to  Gkurdiner,  per  inversionem  Rhetoricamy  that,  as  he  sayeth,  it  was  the  greatest — 

00  I  say  again,  it  was  the  lightest — legacy  ;  the  most  ridiculous  trifle,  and  most 

miserablest  message,  of  all  other  that  over  came,  or  ever  shall  come,  to  England, 

none  excepted,  for  us  to  be  reconciled  to  an  outlandish  priest,  and  to  submit  our 

necks  under  a  foreign  yoke.    What  have  we  to  do  more  with  him  than  with  the  great 

Calypha  of  Damascus  ?    If  reconciliation  ought  to  follow,  where  offences  have 

risen,  the  pope  hath  offended  us  more  than  his  coffers  are  able  to  make    us 

amends.     We  never  offended  him.     But  let  the  pope,  with  his  reconciliation  and 

legates,  go,  as  they  are  already  gone  (God  be  thanked) :  and  I  beseech   Gk>d  so 

they  may  be  gone,  that  they  never  come  here  again.     England  never  fared  better 

than  when  the  pope  did  most  curse  it.     And  yet  I  hear  whispering  of  certain 

privy  reconcilers,  sent  of  lato  by  the  pope,  which  secretly  creep  in  comers.     But 

this  I  leave  to  them  that  have  to  do  with  all.     Let  us  again  return  to    our 

msAXer" —Imprinted  by  Jhon  Daie,  &c.,  1575,  8vo.,  *iy».  A.  vii*. — B.  i. 

*  Among  the  visitors  appointed  to  carry  into  execution  the  examination  of  the 
monasteries,  was  a  Dr.  London ;  who  **  was  afterwards  not  only  a  persecutor 
of  Protestants,  but  a  suborner  of  false  witnesses  against  them,  and  was  now 
xealous  even  to  officiousness  in  suppressing  the  monasteries.  lie  also  studied 
to  frighten  the  abbe&s  of  Godstow  into  a  resignation.     She  was  particularly  in 
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tempting  pictures  which  they  drew  of  the  riches  fq>per- 
taining  to  these  establishments.^  Another  topic  vms 
also  strong:Iy  urged  upon  Henry's  susceptible  mind :  the 
alleged  abandoned  lives  of  the  owners  of  them.  These 
were  painted   with  a   no  less  overcharged   pencil  :t   so 


Cromweirs  favour:"  &c.  Burnet:  Hist,  of  the  Reformaiwn,  voL  !ii.,  p.  188. 
Among  Burnet's  "Collection  of  Records,"  is  the  letter  of  this  said  tMrnm,  h 
which  she  tells  Cromwell  that  "  Doctor  London  was  suddenly  enrnmyd  imto  ber, 
with  a  great  rout  with  him ;  and  there  did  threaten  her  and  her  flisters.  Baying 
that  he  had  the  king's  commission  to  suppress  the  house,  spite  of  her  teeth.  And 
when  he  saw  that  she  was  content  that  he  should  do  all  things  according  to  ^Sm 
commission,  and  shewed  him  plain  that  she  would  nerer  surrender  to  hia  baiid^ 
being  her  ancient  enemy — ^then  ho  began  to  entreat  her  and  to  inveigle  ber 
sisters,  one  by  one,  otherwise  than  ever  she  heard  tell  that  any  of  the  ldn|fi 
subjects  had  been  handel'd :"  vol.  Hi.,  p.  130.  "  Collection."  It  is  not 
improbable  that  this  treatment  of  Godstow  nunnery  formed  a  specimen  of 
similar  visitations.  As  to  London  himself,  he  ended  bis  days  in  the  Fleets  aftsr 
he  had  been  adjudged  to  ride  with  his  face  to  the  horse's  tafl,  at  Windsor  and 
Oakingham.  Fox  in  his  Boot  of  Marttfn,  has  given  us  a  print  of  this  tnuasae- 
tion  ;  sufficiently  amusing.  Dod,  in  his  Church  HutUnjf  roL  L,  p.  220,  has  of 
course  not  spared  Dr.  London.  But  see,  in  particular,  FuUer^s  shreird  Temarics 
upon  the  character  of  these  visitors,  or '' emissaries  ;'*  CAiciic4  Hiitery,  b.  ii.» 
pp.  313,  314. 

*  "The  yearly  revenue  of  all  the  abbies  suppressed  is  oompotad  aft 
£135,522/.  ISt.  lOd.  Besides  this,  the  money  raised  out  of  the  stodk  of  oattto 
and  com,  out  of  the  timber,  lead,  and  bells ;  out  of  the  furniture,  plate^  and 
church  ornaments,  amounted  to  a  vast  siun,  as  may  be  collected  finom  what 
was  brought  off  from  the  monastery  of  St.  Edmonsbury.  Hence,  as  appears 
from  records,  5000  marks  of  gold  and  silver,  besides  several  jewels  of  groat  value^ 
were  seized  by  the  visitors.'*  Collier's  EccUsiatluxd  Jlistotyf  vol.  ii.,  165.  See 
also  Burnet's  similar  work,  voL  i.,  p.  223.  Collier  specUies  the  valnatlon  of 
certain  monasteries,  which  wore  sufficiently  wealthy ;  but  he  has  not  noticed  that 
of  St.  Swithin's  in  Winchester— of  which  Strype  has  given  so  minute  and  in- 
teresting an  inventory.  A  lover  of  old  coins  and  relics  may  feed  his  imagination 
with  a  gorgeous  picture  of  what  might  have  been  the  "  massive  silver  and  golden 
cros808  and  shrines  garnished  with  stones  "—but  a  tender-hearted  bibHomaniae 
will  shed  tears  of  agony  on  thinking  of  the  fate  of  "  A  BOOK  OF  TfiK  VOUB 
EVANOEUSTS,  WRITTEN  AL  WITH  GOLD ;  AND  THE  UTTER  SIDE  OF  FL4TB  OF 
GOLD  1"    Life  ofC'ranmer,  Ajipendix,  pp.  24 — 28. 

+  The  aniiablo  and  candid  Str3rpe  has  polluted  the  pages  of  his  Tahiahla 
Ecclesiastical  Memorials  with  an  account  of  such  horrid  practices,  auppooed  to 
have  been  carried  on  in  monasteries,  as  must  startle  the  most  creduloos  Anti- 
Papist  ;  and  which  almost  loads  us  to  conclude  that  a  Ugum  of  fiends  must  have 
iMfuii  let  looKc  upon  these  "  Friar  Rushes ! "  Tho  author  tells  us  that  he  takes 
his  account  from  authentic  docnments— but  these  documents  turn  out  to  be  the 
letters  of  tho  visitors ;  and  of  tho  character  of  one  of  those  the  reader  has  just 
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^^  »iothiiig  now  seemed  wantiiifj  but  to  set  fire  to 
^^T^  *;«-ain  of  combustion  wliicfa  haJ  been  thus  systeina- 
*^^^\  y  laid. 

^       pause  perhaps  of  one  moment  might    have    ensued. 
^^^^Tisideration  of  what  had  been  done,  in. these  aionas- 
\,w»(i^^   for  the  preservation  of  the  literature  of  past  ages, 
'^^   for  the  cultivation  of  elegant   and  peaceful  pui-suits, 
■'^^i^ht,  like  "the   still   small   voice"   of  conscience,   have 
^_   HUspettded,  tor  a  second,  the   final    sentence  of   confisc^i- 
^^b  lioQ.      The    hospitality   for   which    the   o^vners   of  these 
^^P  places  had  been,  and  were  then,  eminently  distinguished ; 
^"    but  more  especially  the  yet  higher  consideration  of  their 
property  having  been  lett  with  them  only  as  a  sacred 
pledge   to   be   handed   down,   unimpaired,   to   their  suc- 
cessors ; — these  things,  *   one   would  think,  mi^ht  have 

hkd  u  suOidnnt  pranf,  Those  wliahHTetbo  narkhererefarredto,  vol.  i.,  p.  2>'>6-7, 
mity  think,  wilh  tlio  author  of  it,  that  "this  speainieTi  in  enough  and  too  much." 
WhM  IB  a  Lttia  to  b«  marvolled  M,  Strype  suffers  his  projudicSB  Byniiigt  the  con- 
duct of  the  monks  to  bo  heightened  by  a  letter  from  one  of  the  namo  of  Beerly, 
M  Penhure ;  who,  in  order  that  be  migbt  escape  the  gonersJ  wreck,  turned  tail 
uiKHi  hii  hretliren,  and  viliHed  th<^m  u  libemll;  as  their  profeseed  enemies  had 
done.  Sow,  to  say  the  tetut,  this  was  not  obtaining  nliat  Chief  Baron  Gilbort, 
io  hia  fuinous  Law  of  ETiilenoe,  lias  laid  it  down  aa  necoHsary  to  bo  ohtained— 
the  ba«t  pmsihlo  eriilenco  ttuit  the  nature  uf  the  cnse  will  admit  of."  It  is 
remarking  that  Puller  has  incorporated  a  particular  aceount  of  the  Domes 
«f  the  ahbota  and  of  the  carnal  enomiitira  of  which  thay  ara  Bupposed  to  have 
guilty ;  hut  ho  adds  that  ha  took  it  from  the  3d  editiun  of  Speed'i  HUl,  uf 
Onai  hrilain,  and  (what  is  worth  ajiecial  notice)  that  it  wu  not  to  be  found  iti 
prior  onea  :  "being  a  pocthume  addition  aftor  the  author's  death,  ntteatod 
ba  matgine  with  the  authority  of  Henry  Stsven  bis  Apolnpe  far  HrrvMiu, 
who  took  the  aame  out  of  an  Englioti  hook,  containing  the  Vileniu  dlxoKnd  at 
tkt  FiiiuUumqfiloMaitna."    C'AioiA  IfiJloro,  h.  vi,,  pp.  316,317. 

*  Tbare  are  two  points,  conoeming  the  subveraion  of  manaateries,  upon  wbiah 
all  KnaihlB  Roman  Catholics  make  a  reat,  and  upon  which  they  naturall;  indulgs 
■  too  well-toondcd  grief.  The  dispondon  of  bo<iks  or  interruption  ot  study  ; 
and  the  breaking  up  ot  ancient  hogpitality,  Lat  as  hear  Collier  upon  the 
•ubject:  '"The  adrantagea  occniing  to  the  publio  from  tbeae  religious  houees 
oonsideiahle,  upon  several  accountn.  To  mantion  some  of  them :  The 
anl  nobility  and  gentry  had  a  creditable  wa^  of  providing  for  their  younger 
'•hildioii.  ThoM  who  were  disposed  to  withdraw  from  the  world,  or  not  likely 
IfD  make  their  fortunes  in  it,  had  a  handsome  retreat  to  the  oloiKter.  Here  thay 
wore  furnished  with  conveniences  for  life  and  study,  with  opportunitias  for 
tlMHjtbt  and  recollection  ;  and,  over  and  shore,  pmaeA  thoir  time  in  a  condition 
■lot  UDbanoDiiDg  their  quality."— "  The  abbies  wore  very  scnrioeable  plows  far 
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infused  some  little  mercy  and  moderation  into   Henry's 
decrees ! 


the  education  of  young  people  :  every  convent  had  one  person  or  more 
for  this  buainees.    Thus  the  children  of  the  neighbouriiood  were  taught 
and  music  without  any  charge  to  their  parents.    And,  in  the  nunneries,  tho—  of 
the  other  sex  learned  to  work  and  read  Enfj^lish,  with  some  mdvanoea  into 
Latin/*  &c.— "Farther,  it  is  to  the  abbies  we  are  obliged  for  most  of  oar 
historians,  both  of  church  and  state :  these  places  of  retirement  had  both  mort 
learning  and  leisure  for  such  undertakings :  neither  did  they  want  infomiatioii 
for  such  employment,"  Eoeletiastieal  Histonf,  vol.  iL,  165.    A  host  of  ProtOTtaot 
authors,  with  Lord  Herbert  at  the  head  of  them,  might  be  brought  forwrnrd  lo 
corroborate  these  sensible  remarks  of  Collier.    The  hospitality  of  the  monastio 
life  has  been  on  all  sides  admitted ;  and,  according  to  Lord  Coke,  one  of  tho 
articles  of  impeachment  against  Cardinal  Wolsey  was  that  he  had  canaod  **  tfaia 
hospitality  and  relief  to  grow  into  decay  and  disuse  ;"  which  was  **  m  great  cmsa 
that  there  were  so  many  vagabonds,  beggars,  and  thieves ;" — Ffmrtk  ImttihU* ; 
p.  91,  edit.  1669.    So  that  the  author  of  an  ancient,  and  now  rarely 
work  had  just  reason,  in  describing  the  friars  of  his  time  as  "  Irring  in 
upon  tho  goods  of  a  monastery,  either  gotten  by  common  labour,  or  else  upon 
lands  and  possessions  where  withthe  monastery  was  endowed.*'    Pype  or  Totun 
of  the  Lyfe  of  Perfection  ;  foL  clxxii.,  rev.   1532,  4to.     And  yet,  should  the 
active  bibliomaniac  be  disposed  to  peruso  this  work,  after  purchasing  Mr.  IMp- 
hook's  elegant  copy  of  the  same,  he  might  probably  not  think  very  highly  of 
the  author's  good  sense,  when  he  found  him  gravely  telling  us  that  "  Uie  appslito 
of  clean,  sweet,  and  fair,  or  fine  cloaths,  and  oft-washing  and  curioiis  pykftig  of 
the  body,  is  an  enemy  of  chastity,  "/o/.    ocxxix.    rect     The  devastatioh  of 
BOOKS  was,  I  fear,  sufficiently  frightful  to  warrant  the  following  writers  in  their 
respective  conclusions.     "A  judicious  author  (says  Ashmole)  speaJdn^  of  the 
dissolution  of  our  monasteries,  saith  thus  :  Many  manuscripts,  guilty  of  no  other 
superstition  then  (having)  red  tetters  in  the  front,  were  condemned  to  the  fire : 
and  here  a  principal  key  of  antiquity  was  lost,  to  the  gpreat  prejudice  of  posterity. 
Indeed  (such  was  learning's  nusfortune,  at  that  great  devastation  of  our  iBtigH«fc 
libraries,  that)  whore  a  red  letter  or  a  mathematical  diagram  appeared,  thsy 
were  sufficient  to  entitle  the  book  to    bo    popish   or   diabolical."    7%tatrum 
Chemieum;   prolegom.  A.  2.  rev.      "The  avarice  of  the  late  intruders  ns  m 
moan,  and  their  ignorance  so  undistinguishing,  that,  when  the  books  happened  to 
have  COSTLT  oovers,  they  tore  them  off,  and  threw  away  the  worlcs,  or  tamed 
them  to  the  vilest  purposes."    Life  of  Reginald  Pole ;  vol  L,  pw    258-^  edit 
1767,  8vo.    Tho  author  of  this  last  quotation  then  slightly  notioee  what  Bsk 
has  said  upon  those  book-devastations  ;  and  which  I  here  subjoin  at  foil  lei^itii; 
from  my  first  edition  of  this  work  : — "Never  (says  Bale)  had  we  been  offendad 
for  the  loss  of  our  libraries,  being  so  many  in  number,  and  in  so  dssolsfti 
places  for  the  more  part,  if  the  chief  monuments  and  most  notable  works  of  car 
excellent  writers  had  been  preserved.    If  there  had  been,  in  every  shire  of  &glBBd^ 
but  one  bolempne  library,  to  the  preservation  of  those  noble  works^  and  |i» 
ferment  of  good  learning  in  our  posterity,  it  had  been  yet  somewhat.    But  Ift 
destroy  all,  without  consideration,  is,  and  will  be,  unto  England,  for  ever,  a : 
horrible  infamy  among  the  grave  seniors  of  other  nations.    A  greet  nomlMr 
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The  evening  has  hardly  yet  given  way  to  night.  The 
horizon,  1  dare  say,  yet  faintly  glows  with  the  setting- 
sun-beams.    But  proceed  as  you  will. 

Lysand.  The  commotions  which  ensued  from  the 
arbitrary  measures  of  Henry  were  great;*  but  such  as 
were  najturally  to  be  expected.  At  length  Henry  died, 
and  a  young  and  amiable  prince  reigned  for  a  few 
months.  Mary  next  ascended  the  throne ;  and  the  Storm 
took  an  opposite  direction.  Then  an  attempt  was  made 
to  restore  chalices,  crucifixes,  and  missals.  But  the 
short  period  of  her  sovereignty  making  way  for  the  long 
and  illustrious  one  of  her  sister  Elizabeth,  the  CecSiB 
and  Walsinghamst  united  their  great  talents  with  the 


*  Fuller  has  devoted  one  sentence  only,  and  that  not  written  with  Us  wmal 
force,  to  the  havoc  and  oonstemaUon  which  ensued  on  the  deTBSfcatloii  of  tbe 
monasteries.  Ch.  IlUt.,  b.  vi.,  p.  314.  Burnet  is  a  little  more  moving :  HiaL  qf 
ihe  Heformation ;  vol.  i.,  p.  22S.  But,  from  the  foregoing  premises^  the  roller 
may  probably  be  disposed  to  admit  the  conclusion  of  a  virulent  Roman  OathoUo 
writer,  even  in  its  fullest  extent :  namely,  that  there  were  "  subverted  monasteries^ 
overthrown  abbies,  broken  churches,  torn  castles,  rent  towers,  overtamed  walk  of 
towns  and  fortresses,  with  tlie  confused  heaps  of  all  rained  monuments."  TreaHm 
qf  Treasons,  1572, 8vo.,/o^  148,  rev. 

f  There  are  few  bibliographers  at  all  versed  in  English  literature  and  Ustovy, 
who  have  not  heard,  by  some  side  wind  or  other,  of  the  last  mentioned  work; 
concerning  which  Herbert  is  somewhat  interesting  in  his  notes :  Typograpkieai 
Antiquities,  vol.  iii.,  p.  1630.  The  reader  is  here  presented  with  a  oopioos 
extract  from  this  ciuious  and  scarce  book — not  for  the  sake  of  addin^f  to 
ponderous  notes  relating  to  the  REFOiuf^kTiON— (a  subject,  upon  which, 
professional  feeling,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  say  something  !) — ^bat  for  the 
of  showing  how  dexterously  the  most  important  events  and  palpable  truths  maj 
bo  described  and  perverted  by  an  artful  and  headstrong  disputant.  Hie  werk 
was  written  expressly  to  defame  Eliz.vbeth,  CfiOiL,  and  Bacon,  and  to  intro- 
duce the  Romish  religion  upon  the  ruins  of  the  Protestant.  The  author  thos 
gravely  talks 

Of  Queen  Mary  and  her  Predecessors, 


tt 


**  She  (Mary)  found  also  the  whole  face  of  the  commonwealth  settled  and  aoqnietod 
in  the  ancient  religion ;  in  which,  and  by  which,  all  kings  and  queens  of  that 
realm  (from  as  long  almost  before  the  conquest  as  that  conquest  was  befors  that 
time)  had  lived,  reigned,  and  maintained  their  states ;  and  the  terrible  oonection 
of  those  few  that  swerved  from  it  notorious,  as  no  man  could  be  ign<Hrani  of  it. 
As  King  John,  without  eiTor  in  religion,  for  contempt  only  of  the  See  ApostoUe^ 
plaguod  with  tbe  loss  of  his  state,  till  he  reconciled  himself,  and  acknowledged 
to  hold  his  crown  of  tho  Pope.    King  Henry  VIII.,  likewise,  with  finding  no 


A 
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equally  vigorous  ones  of  the  Queen  and  her  favourite 
archbishop  Parker,  in  establishing  that  form  of  religion 
^which,  by  partaking  in  a  reasonable  degree  of  the 
solenmity  of  the  Romish  church,  and  by  being  tempered 
with  great  simplicity  and  piety  in  its  prayers,  won  its 


end  of  beading  and  hangiog,  till  (with  the  note  of  tyranny  for  wasting  his 
DobHity)  he  had  headed  him  also  that  procured  him  to  it.  fol.  S5,  86. 


it 


Libdlout  Character  of  Cecil, 


*'  In  which  stem  and  trunk  (being  rotten  at  heart,  hollow  within,  and  without 
aound  substance)  hath  our  spiteful  pullet  (Cecil)  laid  her  ungracious  eggs,  mo 
than  a  few  :  and  there  hath  hatched  sundry  of  them,  and  brought  forth  chickens 
of  her  own  feather,  I  warrant  you.  A  hen  I  call  him,  as  well  for  his  cackling, 
ready  and  smooth  tongue,  wherein  he  giveth  place  to  none,  as  for  his  deep  and 
subtle  art  in  hiding  his  serpentine  eggs  from  common  men's  sight :  chiefly 
for  his  hezmish  heart  and  courage,  which  twice  already  hath  been  well  proved  to 
1m  as  base  and  deject  at  the  sight  of  any  storm  of  adverse  fortune,  as  ever  was 
ben's  heart  at  the  sight  of  a  fox.  And,  had  he  not  been  by  his  confederate,  as 
^th  a  dunghill  cock,  trodden  as  it  were  and  gotten  with  egg,  I  doubt  whether 
ever  his  hennish  heart,  joined  to  his  shrewd  wit,  would  have  served  him,  so  soon 
to  put  the  Q.'s  green  and  tender  state  in  so  manifest  peril  and  adventure, 
^ol.  88,  reeL 

**  Libell<ms  Characters  qf  Cecil  and  ^,  Bacon, 

**  Let  the  houses  and  possessions  of  these  two  Catalines  be  considered,  let  their 
furniture,  and  building,  let  their  doily  purchases,  and  ready  hability  to  purchase 
still,  let  their  offices  and  functions  wherein  thoy  sit,  let  their  titles,  and  styles 
claimed  and  used,  let  their  places  in  council,  let  their  authority  over  the  nobility, 
let  their  linking  in  alliance  with  the  same,  let  their  access  to  the  prince,  let  their 
power  and  credit  with  her  :  let  this  their  present  state,  I  say,  in  all  points  (being 
open  and  unknown  to  no  men)  be  compared  with  their  base  parentage  aud 
progeny,  (the  one  raised  out  of  the  robes,  and  the  other  from  a  Sheepr ice's  son) 
and  let  that  give  sentence  as  well  of  the  great  difference  of  the  tastes,  that  the 
several  fruits  gathered  of  this  tree  by  your  Q.,  and  by  them  do  yield,  as  whether 
any  man  at  this  day  approach  near  unto  them  in  any  condition  wherein  advance- 
ment consisteth.  Yea,  mark  you  the  jollity  and  pride  that  in  this  prosperity 
they  shew  ;  the  port  and  coimtenance  that  every  way  they  carry  ;  in  comparison 
of  them  that  be  noble  by  birth.  Behold  at  whose  doors  your  nobility  atteudeth. 
Consider  in  whose  chambers  your  council  must  sit,  and  to  whom  for  resolutions 
they  must  resort ;  and  let  these  things  determine  both  what  was  the  purpose 
indeed,  and  hidden  intention  of  that  change  of  religion,  and  who  hath  gathered 
the  benefits  of  that  mutation  :  that  is  to  say,  whether  for  yoiu:  Q.,  for  your 
realms,  or  for  their  own  sakes,  the  same  at  first  was  taken  in  hand,  and  since 
pursued  as  you  have  seen.  For  according  to  the  principal  effects  of  every  action 
must  the  intent  of  the  act  be  deemed  and  presumed.  For  the  objected  excuses 
(that  they  did  it  for  conscience,  or  for  fear  of  the  French)  be  too  frivolous  and 
vain  to  abuse  any  wise  man.     For  they  that  under  King  Henry  were  as  catholic, 
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way  to  the  hearts  of  the  generality  of  the  people.    Our 
Great  English  Bibles*  were  now  restored  to  their  con- 
spicuous   situations;    and    the    Bibliomania,    in    conse- 
quence, I>egan  to  spread  more  widely  and  eflFectively. 
LoREN.    Had  you  not  better  confine  j'onrself  to  per- 

08  the  tnz  articlcB  required  :  that  under  Kin((  Edward  were  such  Proteotmti  at 
the  Protector  would  have  them ;  that  under  Q.  Mary  were  Catholics  again,  wm 
to  croopinf?  to  the  Cross :  and  that  under  Q.  Elisabeth  were  first  Lutheran, 
sottinf^  up  Parker,  Chciny,  GeKt,  Bill,  &c,  then  Calvinista,  advancing  Orindall, 
JuoII,  Home,  fcc. :  then  Puritans,  niaintaiuiug  Sampson,  Deering,  Humfrey,  fcc  ; 
and  now  (if  not  Anabaptists  and  Arians)  plain  Machiayellians,  yea,  that  they 
I>er8uado  in  public  speeches  that  man  hath  free  liberty  to  disBomble  his  roUfcion, 
and  for  authority  do  allege  their  own  examples  and  practice  of  foigning  one 
religion  for  another  in  Q.  Mary's  time  (which  containeth  a  mAoifest  evmcuatioB 
of  ChriKt's  own  coming  and  doctrine,  of  the  Apostles,  preaching  and  praciics^  of 
the  bloorl  of  the  niart>T8,  of  the  constancy  of  all  confessors ;  yea,  aind  of  the 
glorious  vain  deaths  of  all  the  stinking  noartyrs  of  their  innumerable  sects  of 
hereticks,  one  and  other  having  always  taught  tiie  confession  of  mouth  to  be  as 
necessary  to  salvation  as  the  belief  of  heart)  :  shall  these  men  now  be  admitted 
to  ploa^l  conscience  in  religion  ;  and  con  any  man  now  be  cousined  so  modi,  as 
to  think  that  these  men  by  conscience  were  then  moved  to  make  that  mutatioBF 
fot.  U6,  97.  At  home,  likewise,  apparent  it  is  how  they  provided,  eveiy  way  to 
make  themselves  strong  there  also.  For  being  by  their  own  nuurriagee  eUiad 
already  to  the  house  of  Suffolk  of  the  blood  royal,  and  by  consequenoe  thoeof  t» 
the  house  of  Hertford  also,  and  their  children  thereby  incoipotmfced  to  both : 
mark  you  how  now  by  marriage  of  their  children  with  wily  wit  end 
together,  they  wind  in  your  other  noblest  houses  unto  them  that  are  left^  I 
in  credit  and  countenance.  Consider  likewise  how,  at  their  own 
and  proferment,  they  have  erected,  as  it  were,  almost  a  new  half  of  your  nobOitj 
(of  whom  also  they  have  reason  to  think  themselves  assured)  and  the  reat  thm 
(that  were  out  of  hope  to  bo  won  to  their  faction)  behold  how,  by  snzidiy  fas 
devices,  they  ore  either  cut  off,  worn  out,  fled,  banished  or  defaced  athome^"  fca, 
fol.  105,  rect.  The  good  LOBD  BuBOHLET,  says  Strype,  was  ao  moved  at  tUi 
slander  that  ho  uttered  these  words  :  "  Grod  amend  his  spirit^  and  eonfuund  &■ 
malice."  And  by  way  of  protestaUon  of  the  integrity  and  Cdthfulneae  of  bsA 
their  services,  "  (jod  send  this  estate  no  worse  meaning  serfants^  in  aU  leqieflfe^ 
than  we  two  have  been."  AnnaU  of  the  R^ormation,  t6L  iL,  178L  Ctaada's 
Jlist.  qf  Q.  ElizaUth,  p.  192,—as  quoted  by  Herbert. 


(( 


All  curates  must  continually  call  upon  their  parochians  to  piovide  a  boek  ef 
tho  Holy  Bible  in  English,  of  THE  LARGEST  FORM,  within  40  days  next  after  the 
publication  horoof,  that  may  be  chained  in  some  open  plaoa  in  the 
Injunctions  by  Lee,  Archbishop  of  York :  Burnet's  ^uC.  q^  lAc 
vol  iii.,  p.  136,  Collections.  This  custom  of  filing  a  grmt  bible  in  the 
of  a  place  of  worship  yet  obtains  in  some  of  the  chapels  stiarhpd  to  the 
at  Oxford.  That  of  Queen's,  in  particular,  has  a  noble  braai 
otlt^tretched  wings,  upon  whidi  the  foundation  memben  raeil  the 
day  in  turn. 


I 
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sonal  anecdote,  rather  than  enter  into  the  boundless  field 
of  historical  survey  ? 

Lysand.  I  thank  you  for  the  hint.  Having  ser- 
monized upon  the  general  features  of  the  Refonnation, 
we  will  resume  the  kind  of  discourse  with  which  we  at 
first  set  out 

Phil.  But  you  make  no  mention  of  the  number  of 
curious  and  fugritive  pamphlets  of  the  day,  which  were 
written  in  order  to  depreciate  and  exterminate  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  ?  Some  of  these  had  at  least  the  merit 
of  tartness  and  humour. 

Lysand.  Consult  Fox*s  Martyrology,*  if  you  wish  to 
have  some  general  knowledge  of  these  publications ; 
although  I  apprehend  you  will  not  find  in  that  work  any 
mention  of  the  poetical  pieces  of  Skelton  and  Roy ;  nor 
yet  of  Ramsay. 

LoREN.  Skelton  and  Roy  are  in  my  library  ;t  but  who 
is  Ramsay  ? 

Lysand.  He  wrote  a  comical  poetical  satire  against 
the  Romish  priests,  under  the  title  of  ^^  A  Pkaster  for  a 
galled  Horse,"%  which  Raynald  printed  in  a  little  thin 
quarto  volume  of  six  or  seven  pages. 

*  The  carious  reader  who  wishes  to  become  master  of  all  the  valuable,  though 
sometimes  loose,  information  contained  in  this  renowned  work — upon  which  Dr. 
Wordsworth  has  pronounced  rather  a  warm  eulogium  {EceUtiattuxU  Biography, 
▼ol.  i.,  p.  XIX.) — should  secure  ihe  first  edition,  as  well  ad  the  latter  one  of  1641, 
or  1684 ;  inasmuch  as  this  first  impression,  of  the  date  of  1563,  is  said  by  Heame 
to  be  "  omnium  optima  : "  see  his  Adami  de  Domerham,  Hist,  de  reh.  gest,  Olaston,, 
▼ol.  i,  p.  xxii  I  also  learn,  from  an  original  letter  of  AoBtis,  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  John  Nichols,  that "  the  late  editions  are  not  quite  so  full  in  some  particulars, 
and  that  many  tlungs  are  left  out  about  the  Protector  Seymour.*' 

t  Vide  p.  226,  ante. 

X  In  Herbert's  Typographical  AntiqtdtieSf  vol.  i.,  p.  581,  will  be  found  rather  a 
slight  notice  of  this  raw  and  vulgar  satire.  It  has,  however,  stamina  of  its  kind » 
88  the  reader  may  hence  judge : 

Hark  the  gesture,  who  that  lyst; 

First  a  shome  ihauelynge,  clad  in  a  elowt* 

Bearinge  the  name  of  an  honest  priest. 

And  yet  in  no  place  a  starker  lowte. 

A  whore  monger,  a  dronkard,  ye  makyn  him  be  anowte— 

At  the  alehouses  he  stadieth,  till  hys  witte  be  doth  lacke. 

8nch  are  your  minysters,  to bringe  thys  matter  about: 

Butguppe  ye  god-makers,  beware  your  galled  backe. 
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LoRBN.  I  will  make  a  memorandum  to  try  to  secure 
this  ^^  comical "  piece,  as  you  call  it ;  but  has  it  never 
been  reprinted  in  our  "  Corpora  Poetarum  AngUcorum  ?" 

Lysand.  Never  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  Mr. 
Alexander  Chalmers  probably  shewed  his  judgment  in 
the  omission  of  it,  in  his  lately  published  collection  of 
our  poets.  A  work,  which  I  can  safely  recommend  to 
you  as  being,  upon  the  whole,  one  of  the  most  fiuthftd 
and  useful,  as  well  as  elegant,  compilations  of  its  kind, 
that  any  country  has  to  boast  of.  But  I  think  I  saw  it 
in  your  library,  Lorenzo  ? — 

LoRRN.  It  was  certainly  there,  and  bound  in  stent 
Russia,  when  we  quitted  it  for  this  place. 

Lis.  Dispatch  your  "gall'd  horse,"  and  now — ^having 
placed  a  justly  merited  wreath  round  the  brow  of  your 

Then  wnped  in  a  knaaet  Bkynne,  m  loly  m  my  hone, 
B«fore  the  aulter,  in  great  contemplaeion 
Confeaainge  the  synnea  of  hla  labbryah  oone 
To  god  and  all  saynctea,  heooanteth  hys  abhominatioa 
Then  home  to  the  aulter,  with  great  aiJnUfication 
With  croaHea,  and  blotiaes,  with  hie  boy  lytle  Jacke: 
Thna  forth  goeth  ayr  Jhon  with  all  hla  preparation. 
But  gui>pe  ye  god-makers,  beware  your  galled  backe. 

Then  gloria  in  exceleia  for  ioye  dothe  he  synge 

More  forhia  fat  lininge,  than  for  devocion : 

And  many  there  be  that  remember  another  things 

Which  syng  not  wy th  mery  hart  for  lacke  of  promodon 

Thna  aome  be  mery,  soma  be  sory  according  to  their  poreion 

Then  forth  cometh  collects,  bounde  up  in  a  packe. 

For  this  sainctand  that  aainct,  for  siekenes,  and  extoicion 

But  guppe  ye  god-makers,  beware  your  galled  backe." 

Stanzaa,  17,  18»  19. 

Attho  sale  of  Mr.  Brand's  books,  in  1807,  a  copy  of  this  rare  tract,  of  sax  or 
pages,  was  sold  for  8/.  17^*.  6d,  Vide  Bibl,  Brand,  part  i.,  n«.  IdOa  This 
surely  more  than  both  plaister  and  horse  were  worUi !  A  poetical  satire  of  m 
lar  kind,  entitled  "John  Bon  and  Mast  Per»on"  was  printed  by  Daye  sad  I 
who  struck  oif  but  a  few  copies,  but  who  were  brouKht  into  oonsiderablo  tioubis 
for  the  same.  The  Tirulence  with  which  the  author  and  printer  of  this  Ismpooa 
were  persecuted  in  Mary's  reign  is  sufficiently  attested  by  the  oare  whkh  vis 
taken  to  suppress  every  copy  that  could  be  secured.  The  only  peifsei  kDOvn 
copy  of  this  rare  tract  was  purchased  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  R.  Forstor^s  book%  for 
the  Marquis  of  Bute ;  and  Mr.  Stace,  the  bookseller,  had  priTiIoge  to  mi^  a 
f ac-simile  reprint  of  it ;  of  which  there  were  six  copies  stmok  off  ppoH  TILLUK. 
It  being  now  rather  common  with  book-collectors,  there  is  no  neoossilj  to  maks 
a  quotation  from  it  hero.  Indeed  there  is  very  little  in  it  deserving  cff  republi- 
cation. 
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f  poetical  editor,  proceed — as  Lorenzo  has  well  said — with 
I  personal  anecdotes.  What  has  become  of  Wyatt  and 
[■  Surrey — and  when  shall  we  reach  Leiand  and  Bale  ? 

Lysand.  I  crave  your  mercy,  Master  Lisardo  !  One  at 
>  time.     Gently  ride  your  bibliomaniacal  hobby-horse ! 

Wyatt  and  Surrby  had,  beyond  all  question,  the 
most  exquisitely  polished  minds  of  their  day.  They 
were  far  above  the  y^nerality  of  their  compeers.  But 
although  Hall  chooses  to  notice  tke  whistle*  of  the  latter, 
it  does  not  follow  that  I  should  notice  his  library,  if  I 
am  not  able  to  discover  any  thing  particularly  interest- 
ing relating  to  the  same.  And  so,  wishing  every  lover 
of  his  country's  literature  to  purchase  a  copy  of  the 
poems  of  both  these  heroes,+  I  march  onward  to  intro- 
duce a  new  friend  to  you,  who  preceded  Leiand  in  his 
career,  and  for  an  account  of  whom  we  are  chiefly  in- 
debted to  the  excellent  and  best  editor  of  the  works  of 


I 


■  Aboat  tlia  jeti  IfilS,  H&ll  maations  the  Earl  oT  Scrrey  "  on  a  great  counir 
rioholy  trapped,  and  a  grente  whtatle  nf  gold  net  with  atonca  and  parle,  hanging 
Bt  a  gnat  and  macHj  cbayne  banilrialc-wiae."  Cbronictea  :  p.  6Ii,  a.  Sea  WarU'ira 
ii/Vo/Sir  Thomas  Pope:  p.  168,  note  o.,  ed.  1780.  This  is  a  very  amosine  page 
atnuttheoustomof  wearing  whistles,  among  noblemen,  at  tbe  oommenoeiiisnt 
of  thB  Iflth  century.  If  Franklin  had  heen  than  alive,  ha  would  have  had 
■Innidaiit  reason  (or  uiclalming  that  tbuee  men  "paid  too  much  tor  their 
•PJkuUul" 

+  Till  the  long  promised,  elaborate,  and  beautiful  edition  of  the  works  of  8[R 
TroUiis  Wyatt  am!  Lord  SuhrEt,  by  the  Rer.  Dr.  Nott,*  Khali  make  itsap- 
fMarance.  the  bibtiomaDinr  must  eatinty  his  boiik -appetite,  about  the  editions  of 
tlie  same  which  have  already  appeared,  by  peniain^  the  elegant  yaliunoti  of  Mr. 
Oooige  Elli*,  and  Mr.  Fork  ;  Spaineni  of  lU  Early  Biisliih  Poeli ;  vol.  ii., 
'•pp.  43— «7  :  Royil  and  NobU  AuOum,  toL  i.,  pp.  256-278.  Ab  to  early  bUck 
'latter  editians,  let  him  look  at  BM.  Pearxm,  do.  2SM ;  where,  bowerer,  he  will 
~  '  '  '  the  7th  edition  o(  1587  :  the  first  being  of  the  date  of  1557.  The  eighth 
edition  was  published  by  Tonsoc,  in  1717,  Sro.  It  will  be  unpardon- 
abla  not  to  add  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Couybearo  is  ill  posMssion  of  a  perfect  copy 
of  Lord  Surrey's  TranslaUoD  of  a  part  of  the  £nsid,  which  is  the  third  only 
InuTwn  copy  in  eiiatenoe.  Turn  to  the  animating  pages  of  Warton,  HiH.  Sugt. 
Poitry;  Tol.  iii,  pp,  2—21,  about  this  translation  and  its  author. 


dutroTPd  br  Ore.       On)r  Cxv  eaplcc  of  th 


liA  pr«jq  oecnpfBd  Dr.  Nott  SATen]  years ;  It  wi 
•  Biilt  Omul  iirliitlns-nRI^,  anil  sU  it  cndtslDcd.  wi 
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Spencer  and  MQton.  Did'st  ever  hear,  Lisardo,  of  oat 
William  Thynne? 

Lis.    Pray  make  me  acquainted  with  him. 

Lysand.  You  will  love  him  exceedingly  when  yoa 
thoroughly  know  him ;  because  he  was  the  first  man  in 
this  country  who  took  pains  to  do  justice  to  Chancer,  by 
collecting  and  collating  the  mutilated  editions  of  hb 
works.  Moreover,  he  rummaged  a  great  number  of  libm- 
ries,  under  the  express  order  of  Henry  VIII. ;  and  seems 
in  every  respect  (if  we  may  credit  the  apparently,  firank 
testimony  of  his  son*),  to  have  been  a  thoroughbred  Ub- 
liomaniac.  Secure  Mr.  Todd's  Illustrations  of  Chnoer  ami 
Chaucer^  and  set  your  heart  at  ease  upon  the  subject. 

But  it  is  time  to  introduce  your  favourite  Leland  :  a 
bibliomaniac  of  unparalleled  powers  and  nnpmshalde 
fame.  To  entwine  the  wreath  of  praise  round  the  brow 
of  this  great  man  seems  to  have  been  considered  by  Bale 
among  the  most  exquisite  gratifications  of  his  existence. 
It  is  with  no  small  delight,  therefore,  Lorenso,  that  I 
view,  at  this  distance,  the  marble  bust  of  Leland  in  yon- 
der niche  of  your  library,  with  a  laureate  crown  upon  its 
pedestal.  And  with  almost  equal  satisfaction  did  I  ob- 
serve, yesterday,  during  the  absence  of  Philemon  and 
Lisardo  at  the  book-sale,  the  handsome  manner  in  which 
Harrison,  f    in  his  Description  of  England^  prefixed  to 


•  «— .  but  (my  father,  William  Thtuhe)  further  had  oommiadiMM  to 
all  the  libraries  of  England  for  Chauoer's  works,  so  that  oote  of  aU  tha  wUtikm  off 
this  realme  (which  reserved  any  monuments  thereof),  he  was  fully  furuMml  witk 
multitude  of  bookes,  "  &c.    On  Thynne's  disooreriog  Ghaooa's  PQgzim'a  TUi^ 
when  Henry  VIII.  had  read  it — "  he  called  (continues  the  son)  my  fMum  nlo 
hym,  sayinge, '  William  Thynne,  I  doubt  this  wUl  not  be  allowed,  for  I  ■■niaoli 
the  byshoppes  will  call  thee  in  question  for  yt.'    To  whome  my  father  bdogs  ii 
great  fauore  with  his  prince,  sayod,  'yf  your  Grace  be  not  offended,  I  hopo  to  bt 
protected  by  you.*    Whereupon  the  kioge  bydd  hym  goo  his  waje  aiid 
not,"  &c    **  But  to  leavo  this,  I  must  saye  that,  in  those  masy  writtsn 
of  Chaucer,  which  came  to  my  father's  hands,  there  were  many  Habi 
which  Chaucer  shewethe  in  writinge  of  Adam  Soriuener,  of  which  wittlflo  < 
there  came  to  me,  after  my  father's  death,  some  fjrreand  twentyo, "  Ifea 
iioM  of  O over  and  Chaucer ;  pp.  11, 18, 15.  Let  us  not  hedtate  one  moBMBlihi^^ 
the  appellation  of  Helluo  Zi&romia— justly  due  to  MasnE  WlLuiui 

f  **  One  helpe,  and  none  of  the  smallest,  that  I  obtained  lursfai,  vm 
commentaries  as  Leland  had  sometime  collected  of  the  state  of  BritaiM; 


.^ 
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Holinshed's  Chronicles,    has    spoken  of  this    illastrious 
antiquary.      No  delays,  no  difficulties,  no  perils,  ever 

▼tteriia  mangled,  delaoed  with'wet  and  weather,  and  finallie  Tnperfect  through 
want  of  sondrie  Tolnmes."    Spittle  Dedicatorie ;  voL  i,  p.  yi,,  edit.  1807.    The 
history  of  this  great  man,  and  of  his  literary  labours,  is  most  interesting.    He 
was  a  pupil  of  William  LiUy,  the  first  head-master  of  St.  Paul's  school ;  and,  by 
tlie  kindness  and  Uberality  of  a  Mr.  Myles,  he  afterwards  received  the  advantage 
of  a  odlege  education,  and  was  supplied  with  money  in  order  to  travel  abroad, 
and  make  such  collections  as  he  should  deem  necessary  for  the  great  work  which 
even  then  seemed  to  dawn  upon  his  young  and  ardent  mind.    Leland  endeavoured 
to  requite  the  kindness  of  his  benefactor  by  an  elegant  copy  of  Latin  verses,  in 
which  he  warmly  expatiates  on  the  generosity  of  his  patron,  and  acknowledges 
that  hiB  acquaintance  with  the  Alma  Mcttret  (for  he  was  of  both  Universities) 
was  entirely  the  result  of  such  beneficence.    While  he  resided  on  the  continent, 
he  was  admitted  into  the  society  of  the  most  eminent  Greek  and  Latin  scholars, 
and  could  probably  number  among  his  correspondents  the  illustrious  names  of 
Budmis,  Erasmus,  the  Stephenses,  Faber  and  Tomebus.  Here,  too,  he  cultivated 
his  natural  taste  for  poetry ;  and,  from  inspecting  the  finb  books  which  the 
Italian  and  French  presses  had  produced,  as  well  as  fired  by  the  love  of  Qredan 
learning^  which  had  fled,  on  the  sacking  of  Constantinople,  to  take  shelter  in 
the  academic  bowere  of  the  Medici — he  seems  to  iiave  matured  his  plans  for 
canyiz^  into  effect  the  great  work  which  had  now  taken  full  possession  of  his 
mind.    He  returned  to  England,  resolved  to  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  state  of 
the   LiBBABiBB,   Aktiquitibs,   Rboobds,   and   WbitiKgs  then  in   existence. 
Having  entered  into  holy  orders,  and  obtained  preferment  at  the  express  inters 
position  of  the  king  (Henry  VIII.),  he  wais  appointed  his  antiquary  and  library- 
keeper  ;  and  a  royal  commission  was  issued,  in  which  Leland  was  directed  to 
search  after  "  Ehqlaiid's  Amtiquitieb,  and  peruse  the  libraries  of  aU  cathedials, 
abbiee,  priories,  colleges,  &c.,  as  also  iJlthe  places  wherein  records,  writings,  and 
•ecreta  of  antiquity  were  reposited."    **  Before  Leland's  time,"  says  Heame— in 
a  atndn  which  makes  one  shudder— "all  the  literary  monuments  of  antiquity 
were  totally  disregarded ;   and  students  of  Germany,  apprised  of  this  culpable 
indiiference,  were  su£fered  to  enter  our  Ubraries  unmolested,  and  to  cut  out  of 
the  books,  deposited  there,  whatever  jMussages  they  thought  proper— which  they 
afterwards  pubHdied  as  relics  of  the  ancient  literature  of  their  own  country." 
Pr^.  U>  the  lUneranf,    Leland  was  occupied,  without  intermission,  in  his  laborious 
imdertaking,  for  the  space  of  six  years;  and,  on  its  completion,  he  hastened  to 
the  metropolis  to  lay  at  the  feet  of  his  sovereign  the  result  of  his  researches. 
Aa  John  Kay  had  presented  his  translation  of  the  Siege  o/Rkodet  to  Edward  IV., 
ea  "▲  OUT  of  his  Ubour,"  so  Leland  presented  his  Itinerary  to  Henry  VIll., 
under  the  title  of  A  New  Year's  Gift ;  and  it  was  first  published  as  such  by  Bale 
hk  IMf  8vo.    *'  Being  inflamed,"  says  the  author,  "  vrith  a  loVe  to  see  thoroughly 
9m  tiioee  parts  of  your  opulent  and  ample  realm,  in  so  much  that  all  my  oth^ 
^^eeapations  intermitted,  I  have  so  travelled  in  your  dominions  both  by  the  sea 
<^Msti  and  the  middle  parts,  sparing  neither  labour  nor  costs,  by  the  space  of  six 
y^Bigw  past,  that  there  is  neither  cape  nor  bay,  haven,  creek,  or  pier,  river,  or 
^^E^iftiaiioe  of  rivers,  breaches,  wastes,  hikes,  moors,  fenny  vraters,  mountidns, 
^'Uleya,  h«aths,  forests,  chases,  woods,  cities,  buighes,  castles,  principal  manor 
^koettm    saonasteries,  and  colleges,  but  I  have  seen  them  ;  and  noted,  in  so  doing, 

r2 
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daunted  his  personal    courage,  or  depressed   bis  mental 
energies.       Enamoured    of   study,    to    the    last  rational 


■  whola  world  ofthinga  vtrj  memorable."  L«land  moreovor  tells  hia  rnnje^ — 
that  "By  hia  luboriouB  journey  and  costly  entflrpriso,  he  hid  con»erv«d  Dunj 
good  authors,  the  which  otberwue  had  been  like  to  havo  polished  ;  of  the  whioh 
put  retDsioeJ  in  the  rof  nl  palaces,  port  also  in  hia  own  custody,"  Ac.  As  LeUnd 
waa  engBged  sii  yearn  in  thia  literary  tour,  so  be  naa  occupied  for  a  no  laaa  period 
of  dme  in  digatiug  and  arranging  the  prodigious  number  of  M3S.  wbicb  he  had 
collected.  But  be  auok  beneath  the  immensity  of  the  taik.  The  mnt  dT 
amanuBiiM  a,  and  of  other  attejitioni  and  comforts,  aeomi  to  have  deeply  ftSecUd 
htm.  In  tliia  melanohuly  itato,  be  wrot«  to  Archbishop  Cronmer  a  Latin  epiatls^ 
to  Terao,  of  which  the  following  IB  the  comnmnooment-very  forcibly  deicribing 
hia  aituation  and  anguish  of  mind : 


■npellM 

Ingom,  .n« 

«,  nobUii,  V. 

nuiU, 

Qn«toln»»( 

udso  BrlUnr 

liinim 

Veto  redden 

Bedfortuna 

iccepOs 

JuofeUcIbnalDTldcttmal 

.Iga*. 

The  rCHolt  was  that  Leland  lost  hia  aenEOa;  and^  after  lingariog  two  joart  io  A 
state  of  totai  doraogemeat,  ba  died  gn  the  I8th  of  April,  15£!1  "  Pi«h  triatM 
reruiB  humaoarum  ttuos  I  prOb  viri  optimi  doploraodam  iofelioiaaJmamqiM 
Bortem  I"  exclaims  Dr.  Smith,  in  his  preface  to  Camden's  Lifei,  1891,  4to. 
The  preeiona  and  Tolumtoaus  MSS.  of  Leland  were  doomed  to  anffer  k  fal« 
Bcaroely  leas  pitiable  that  that  of  their  owner.  After  boiag  pilfered  by  aome, 
and  garbled  by  othsra,  they  aervod  to  replenish  the  pagea  of  Stow,  I^mbord, 
Camden,  Burton,  Dugdale,  and  many  other  ontiquariee  and  biatoriajia.  "  Lelaiid'* 
Rcmaina,"  saya  Bagfurd,  "have  been  ever  amce  BBtandard  to  all  that  have  any 
way  treated  of  the  Antiquitioa  of  EogUnd.  Reginald  Wolfe  intended  to  have 
made  uas  of  them,  although  this  waa  oot  done  'till  after  hia  death  by  Barriaon, 
Hotinshed,  and  othem  concemod  in  that  work.  Harriaon  trsnacribed  hia  Itiiunbrj, 
giving  a  Deecription  of  Englaod  by  the  riven,  but  he  did  not  nndervtaiid  it. 
They  bnve  likewiae  been  made  iiie  of  by  aorera!  in  part,  but  how  mucfa  mor* 
complete  had  thia  been,  had  it  been  finished  by  himaelf  f"  CoClrclanta  ;  flaw'i 
rdit.,  1774;  vol.  i.,  p.  Lxuvn.  Polydore  Virgil,  who  had  stolen  from  thns 
Remains  pretty  froely,  hod  tho  insolence  to  abuse  Lelnnd's  memorr — nailing  him 
"a  vain-glorioua  man;"  but  vihat  shall  we  aay  to  this  flippant  egotist)  *ha 
according  to  Coiun's  testimony  (Dt  Aniiq.  CaiUnh.  Acad.,  tit.  1.)  "to  prvraotft 
disoovery  of  the  many  errors  of  hia  own  Hiatory  of  England,  collectod  and  burat 
a  greater  number  ol  andent  hiatoriea  and  manuscriptfi  than  would  have  loaded  a 
waggon,"  There  are  some  (nmoog  whom  I  could  namber  a  moM  reapeetablB 
friend  and  well  qualified  judge)  who  have  doubted  of  the  propriety  of  thus 
severely  censuring  Tolydore  Virgil ;  aod  who  arc  even  sceptical  about  hia  idsI- 
praoticBs.  But  Sir  Henry  Savito,  who  waa  sufficiently  conlemporameaue  to  collect 
the  best  evidence  upon  the  aubjoot,  thua  boldly  obaervea  :  "  Nam  Polydonts,  nl 
homo  Ilaliu,  et  b  rebus  noetris  hospea,  et  (quod  caput  eat)  neqoe  in  rnpublica 
Teraatua,  nee  magni  alioqui  val  judicii  vel  iugeoii,  pauca  ei  mulUs  delibMos, 


( 
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the  active  talents  of  a  statist  with  the  painful  research 
of  an  antiquary,  he  thought  nothing  too  insignificant 
for  observation.  The  confined  streamlet  or  the  ciq[iacioiis 
river — ^the  obscure  village  or  the  populous  town — ^were, 
with  parchment  rolls  and  oaken-covered  books,  alike 
objects  of  curiosity  in  his  philosophic  eye  !  Peace  to  his 
once  vexed  spirit ! — and  never-fading  honours  attend  the 
academical  society  in  which  his  youthfiil  mind  was  dis- 
ciplined to  such  laudable  pursuits ! 

Balb  follows  closely  after  Leland.  This  once  cde- 
bratedy  and  yet  respectable,  writer  had  probably  more 
zeal  than  discretion;  but  his  exertions  in  the  cause  of 
our  own  church  can  never  be  mentioned  without  admira- 
tion. I  would  not,  assuredly,  quote  Bale  as  a  decisive 
authority  in  doubtful  or  difficult  cases ;  *  but,  as  he  lived 

*  Like  all  men,  who  desert  a  religion  which  they  once  enthusiaitioally  praian, 
Bale,  after  being  zealous  for  the  papal  superstitionB,  holding  up  his  hiuida  to  ni- 
ton posts,  and  calling  them  his  "  fathers  in  heaTen/'  (aocordinf;  to  his  own  oon- 
feesion)  became  a  zealous  Protestant,  and  abused  1|he  ohuroh  of  Bomo  with  a 
virulence  almost  unknown  in  the  writings  of  his  predeoenonL    But  in  qdbe  cf 
his  coarseness,  positiveness,  and  severit}',  he  merits  the  great  pnlae  of  haTiag 
done  much  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  literature.    His  attachment  to  Leland  ii^ 
unquestionably,  highly  to  his  honour ;    but  his  biographiety  eqieeielly  of  the 
Romish  prelates,  are  as  monstrously  extravagant  as  hie  playa  are  inootrlgibly 
dull.      He  bad  a  certain  rough  honesty  and  prompt  benevolenoe  of  dianoter, 
which  may  be  thought  to  compensate  for  his  grosser  failings.    His  reputaiiaii  as  a 
bibliomaniac  is  fully  recorded  in  the  anecdote  mentioned  at  p.  284,  ante.    His 
**  magnum  opus,"  the  Scriptores  BrUannioB,  has  already  been  notioed  with  sufli- 
cient  minuteness;  vide  p.  81,  ante.    It  has  not  escaped  lerere  animadvenian. 
Francis  Thynne  tolls  us  that  Bale  has  "  mistaken  infynyte  thingea  in  that  booke 
do  Scriptoribus  AngUe,  being  for  the  most  part  the  collections  of  Lehmde."    /tf«» 
ti-ationa  qf  Oowcr  and  Chaucer ;  p.  28.    Picard,  in  hii  wretched  edition  of  Oidir 
elnvM  Neubrigtnnt  (edit.  1610,  p.  672),  has  brought  a  severe  aoeoaation  sgainst 
the  author  of  having  "  burnt  or  torn  all  the  copies  of  the  works  irhieh  he  d^- 
scribed,  after  he  had  taken  the  titles  of  them ;"  but  see  this  diaige  snooeBfdl^ 
rebuttod  in  Dr.  Pogge's  Anonymtana ;  p.  811.    That  Bale'a  library,  espeoiaUly  in 
the'department  of  manuscripts,  was  both  rich  and  curious,  is  indlqfmtable^  horn 
the  following  passage  in  Stn/pt^t  Life  qf  Archbithap  Parker,    "The  ardibtthop 
laid  out  for  B^vle's  rare  collection  of  MSS.  immediately  upon  his  death,  fmfv 
that  they  might  be  gotten  by  somebody  else.    Therefore  he  took  care  to  bs^Mik 
them  before  others,  and  was  promised  to  have  them  for  hii  money,  as  ht  totf 
Cecil.    And  perhaps  divers  of  those  books  that  do  now  make  proud  the  Viiith 
sity  Library,  and  that  of  Benot  and  some  other  oolleges,  in  Oambri^g^ 
Bale's,"  p.  539.    It  would  soom,  from  the  same  authority,  that  our 
"sot  himsolf  to  search  the  libraries  in  Oxford,  Cambridge,  LondoB  (i 
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in  the  times  of  which  he  in  a  great  measure  wrote,  and 
a^  his  society  was  courted  by  the  wealthy  end  [powerful, 
I  am  not  sure  whether  he  merits  to  be  treated  with  the 
roughness  with  which  some  authors  mention  his  labours. 
He  had,  certainly,  a  tolerable  d^ree  of  strragth  in  his 
English  style ;  but  he  painted  with  a  pencil  which  re- 
Biinded  us  more  frequendy  of  the  horrific  pictures  of 
Spagnoletti  than  of  ihe  tender  compositions  of  Albano. 

tlun  WM  bnt  oob,  and  th«t  •  BlandBr  ana),  Iforwlob,  aod  leTenl  otlien  in  Sm- 
folk  md  Snflolk  :  vbaooa  ha  luid  aoUaotod  anoagh  for  anothar  toIiuds  Do  Bcrip- 
toriboi  BrtUoBkda."  Ibid.  Ilia  fallowing  nrj  beantaful  wood-out  of  Bale's 
p<ntaBtt  b  UlMD  from  tha  origlDal,  of  tlia  aams  aiMs  In  tho  Ada  iloitamntn 
^oml^letm ;  Btdl,  1627.  8to.    A  dmilw  one,  on  «  Urgar  aoale,  will  be  found  in 


**•  "Seriplora,"  <te.,  publiahod  at  BmB,  15C7,  or  1EB9— folio.  Mr.  Prioe,  tha 
PtaeljmX  Gbmian  of  &a  Bodlaian  Library,  ihewed  me  a  rare  head  of  Bolo,  of  a 
*"?  »li«"ei*nt  coat  of  foaturea— in  a  muall  blaok-lattor  book,  of  whioh  I  hate  Jbr- 
^'*teu  the  n«me. 
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That  he  idolized  his  master,  Leland,  so  enthosiasticallyy 
will  always  cover,  in  my  estimation,  a  multitade  of  his 
errors :  and  that  he  should  leave  a  scholar's  inventory 
(as  Fuller  saps),  "  more  books  than  money  behind  him,** 
will  at  least  cause  him  to  be  numbered  among  the  most 
renowned  bibliomaniacs. 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  let  me  pay 
a  passing,  but  sincere,  tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory 
of  Cranmbr  ;  whose  Oreai  BibU  *  is  at  once  a  monu- 
ment of  his  attachment  to  the  Protestant  religion,  and 
to  splendid  books.  His  end  was  sufficiently  lamentable; 
but  whUe  the  flames  were  consuming  his  parched  body, 
and  while  his  right  hand,  extended  in  the  midst  of  them, 
was  reproached  by  him  for  its  former  act  of  wavering 
and  **  ofience,"  he  had  the  comfort  of  soothing  his 
troubled  spirit  by  reflecting  upon  what  his  past  life  had 
exhibited  in  the  cause  of  learning,  morality,  and  rdi- 
gion.f  Let  his  memory  be  respected  among  virtuous 
bibliomaniacs ! 

AU  hail  to  the  sovereign  who,  bred  up  in  severe  haMtB 
of  reading  and  meditation,  loved  books  and  scholars  to  the 

*  I  have  peniaed  what  Strjpe  {Life  qf  Cnmmtr,  pp.  50,  88,  444),  Lewis  (IRp- 
lory  o/Englitk  BibU*,  pp.  122—187),  Johnson  {Idem  opta,  pp.  88 — iSX  watkd  H«r- 
bert  {Typog.  Antiquities,  toI.  L,  p.  518,)  haro  written  eoucMulng  the  faifaliad 
labours  of  Archbishop  Cranmer ;  bnt  the  aoooimte  oonolnsion  to  be  drawn  aboet 
the  publication  which  goes  under  the  name  of  Cranmbb's,  or  THB  Grbat  Bbl^ 
not  quite  so  dear  as  bibliogr^hers  may  imagine.  Howerw,  this  Is  not  the 
plaoe  to  canvass  so  intricate  a  subject.  It  is  sufficient  that  a  ma^nillomt  Im- 
pression of  the  Bible  in  the  English  language,  with  a  superb  fhmtispiaes  (whiei 
has  been  most  feebly  and  inadequately  copied  for  Lewis's  woik),  under  the  ar^> 
episcopal  patitmage  of  Cbakmer,  did  make  its  appearance  in  1589  :  and  It  has 
been  my  good  fortune  to  turn  over  the  leaves  of  the  identioal  copy  of  it^  ptinlsd 
UPON  VELLUM,  concerning  which  Thomas  Baker  expatiates  so  ^oqnently  to  Ui 
bibliomaniacal  friend,  Heame.  J2o6.  of  Oiomeeder^s  CknmieU ;  roL  L,  p.  iSs. 
This  copy  is  in  the  library  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge ;  and  is  now  plaeed 
upon  a  table,  to  the  right  hand,  upon  entering  of  the  aune :  although  forai^i, 
according  to  Bagford's  account,  it  was  "  among  some  old  books  in  a  private  plaos 
nigh  the  library."  Idem ;  p.  zzii.    There  is  a  similar  oopy  in  the  BritiBh  Mmmh. 

t  **  And  thus**— says  Strype— (in  a  strsin  of  pathos  and  eloqnanca  not  VNaBy 
to  be  found  in  his  writings)  "  we  have  brought  this  cxoeDeot  prslaie  unto  Us  «a^ 
after  two  years  and  a  half  hard  imprisonments  His  body  was  not  carried  to  the 
grave  in  state,  nor  buried,  as  many  of  his  predeoesson  were.  In  his  own  eafthednl 
church,  nor  indoeed  in  a  monument  of  marble  or  toaebstoDOi.    Nor  had  he  a^y 
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very  bottom  of  her  heart !  I  consider  Elizabeth  as  a  royal 
bibliomaniac  of  transcendent  fame ! — I  see  her,  m'  imagi- 
nation, wearing  her  fitvonrite  little  Volume  of  Prayers,*  the 

inaoription  to  set  forth  bii  praiMt  to  posterity.  No  Bhrine  to  be  risited  by  devout 
pOgrimsy  m  his  predeoenorsy  S.  Dunstan  and  S.  Thomas  had.  Shall  we  therefore 
•ay,  as  tiie  poet  doth : 

MannoTBO  LidnTis  tamalo  ]aoet»  at  Cato  psm), 
Fompdos  nnUo.    Qnis  patet  esse  Deos  f 

No ;  we  are  better  ChristiaDS,  I  trust,  than  so :  who  are  taught,  that  the  rewards 
of  God's  elect  are  not  temporal  but  eternal.  And  Cranmer's  martyrdom  is  bis 
monnment,  and  his  name  win  outlast  an  epitaph  or  a  shrine."  L{fB  qf  Cranmmr ; 
p.  891. .  It  would  seem,  from  the  same  authority,  that  Ridlbt,  Latdoeb,  and 
Cbahmbb,  were  permitted  to  dine  together  in  prison,  some  little  time  before  they 
suffered ;  although  they  were  **  placed  in  separate  lodgings  that  they  might  not 
eonfer-together."  Strype  saw  "a  beok  of  their  diet,  eveiy  dinner  and  supper, 
and  the  ohaige  thereof,"— as  it  was  brought  in  by  the  bailifis  attending  them. 
Z>MifKr  E«pm»u<^  RidUif,  Latim/tr,  and  Oranmar. 

Bread  and  Ale          —          —  ii<i.  Item,  Lyng          —          —  vHid. 

Item,  Oisters  —  —  kL  Item,  A  piece  of  fresh  Salmon  xd* 

Item,  Butter             —          —  M,  Wine       —          —          ^  md. 

Item,  Eggs  —  —  ii<i.  Cheese  and  pears    —          —  Ud, 

Charges  for  lutning  Ridley  aa^  LaHmer, 
«.    (2. 

For  three  loads  of  wood)  ,«  ^  Item,  A  Post       —          — 

fagots           —            f  la  V  Item,  Two  chains  —  — 

Item,  One  load  of  furs  fagots  8  4  Item,  Two  staples    —       — 

For  the  carriage  of  the  sajne  2  0  Item,  Four  Labourers  — 

Cheurgetfor  Inarning  Ctxmmer, 

«.    d. 
For  an  100  of  wood  fagots,  06     0       For  the  carriage  of  them     — 

ForanlOOandhalfoffurif^tsOS     4       To  two  labourers       —         - 

I  will  draw  the  curtain  upon  this  dismal  picture,  by  a  short  extract  from  one  of 
Cranmer's  letters,  in  which  this  great  and  good  man  thus  ingeniously  urges  the 
necessity  of  the  Scriptures  being  translated  into  the  English  language ;  a  point, 
by  the  bye,  upon  which  neither  he,  nor  Cromwell,  nor  Latimer,  I  believe,  were 
at  first  decided ;  *'  God's  will  and  commandment  is,  (says  Cranmer)  that  when 
the  people  be  gathered  together,  the  minister  should  use  such  language  as  the  peo> 
pie  may  understand,  and  take  profit  thereby ;  or  else  hold  their  peace.  For  as  an 
harp  or  lute,  if  it  give  no  certain  sound  that  men  may  know  what  is  stricken,  who 
can  dance  after  it — for  all  the  sound  is  Tain  ;  so  is  it  vain  and  profiteth  nothing, 
sayeth  Almighty  God,  by  the  mouth  of  St.  Paul,  if  the  priest  speak  to  the  people 
in  a  language  which  tiiey  know  not."  Certain  most  godly,  fruitful,  and  eon/portable 
letters  of  Saintes  and  holy  Martyrs,  dx,,  1564 ;  4to.,  foL  8. 

*  Of  this  curious  Httle  devotional  volume  the  reader  has  already  had  some 
accouni  (p.  119,  ante) ;  but  if  he  wishes  to  enlarge  his  knowledge  of  the  same,  let 
him  refer  to  voL  Ix.  pt.  ii  and  voL  Ixi.  pt.  i.  of  the  Oentleman*s  Magatiiu,  By  the 
kindness  of  Mr.  John  Nichols,  I  am  enabled  to  present  the  bibliomaniacal  virtuoso 
with  a  fac-simile  of  the  copper-plate  inserted  in  the  latter  volume  (p.  321)  of  the 
autiiority  last  mentioned.  It  represents  the  golden  coveb,  or  binding,  of  this  pro- 
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composition  of  Queen  Catherine  Parr,  and  I^dy  TirwJt, 
*'  bound  in  solid  gold,  and  hanging  by  a  gold  chain  at 
her  side,"  at  her  morning  and  evening  devotions — after- 
wards,   as  she  became  firmly   seated  upon  her    throne, 

«ioiu nwnuaeript  Of  theQuBcsi's»tUohm«ottowarbofthIikIiiiI,thBfolIawIii(ii 
ftpnt^rtroDfcpRxif :  "  In  ths  BodL  libnuy,  aiiuniBtlMHSS.Iamna.ntiin.mkam 
tiMEpitlla<ifSl.  Paul,  4r.,  printed  in  an  old  black  tattv  tn  19*.  wUch  waa  Qwoa 
f/iaiArfA'i  on  boot,  and  her  own  band  writing  appaan  at  the  baginnlng^  via  : 
"  AnguiL  I  walkfl  manf  times  iota  the  plfwnt  Oeldaa  of  the  Half  Sulltitmaa, 
vhets  I  plueke  np  the  goodlieeoms  herbaa  of  aeirtsioaB  bj  pnmiiig :  aata  ttan 
bj  leading;    chawe  them  by  mnmnK:    and  kle  them  op  at  ImigtlL  tn  thaU* 


Mtttc  of  mniictb  bj-  ^UMik;  tbtm  toecths :  Oat  n  haflng  btod  Ibdr 
svMfanw  I  maj  the  Imc  pcraare  the  btttersM  of  tUa  miaanbla  Ufa.-  Tte 
«timiC9  M  d.'ot  in  CMiUt  vork  bj-  tha  Qnacn  [than  prfaaoa]  faanal^  ari 
tb<nva  an  thna  s«t«e<.it«,  lii.  co  one  h^  on  the  bontva ;  cnn  fAfaiA. : 
K\>nT  nrx  srra.  rsaam  tu.  CHXiBa  m  la  tb*  Bfddia  m  hiirt,  ai^ 
toobJ  aKvi  it,  kuta  Aim  (totv  m  m  kc  [aat  aiiMM;^  Ob  tt«  t1>ii  iU^ 
aK'ut  ihe  b>wii«ni,  uatts  ^ti  simiis  amrmM  lanM  n^u  v^nn  m 
(irnu.  In  lh«  laiilit  a  Mar.  aad  locnd  it,  nai  OMXU  mnux  nim  «ttk 
c  c,  >.  r.  w  1  akt  it.  n^&imcru  c^niTA,  or  [praiided  il  nd^  to  mttvl 
Ml«.«imBX  i.'AlT'.v  jcshe  b<ic$,  thee,  vImd  iha  weitod  tkii  ooimii^,  a  laiaiBHi.  it 
I  awwlu  cot.  «!  WsViitock.'     T,:.  Lie.  Ftr.  JU.  tit.  Bariei  T.,  p.  WB     Wf 
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taking  an  interest  in  the  embeUisbinentg  of  the  Prayer 
Book,*  which  goes  under  her  own  name ;  and  then  in- 
dulging her  strong  biUiomaniacal  appetites  in  fostering 
the  institution  ''for  the  erecting  of  a  Library  and  an 
Academy  for  the    study  qf  Antiquities  and  History."  f 

*  In  ilie  -FiUTiB-BOOK  whioh  goei  by  the  name  of  Qukik  Eliiabitb% 
there  Ib  a  portnik  of  her  Majesty  kneeling  upon  a  luperb  cuahion,  with  elevated 
handa,  in  prayer.  Thia  booic  waa  first  printed  in  1575 ;  and  ia  decorated  with 
wood-cat  bordera  of  conaiderable  apirit  and  beauty ;  representing,  among  other 
thinga,  aome  <^  the  aabjeota  of  Holbein'a  danoe  of  death.  The  last  impreaaion  ia 
of  the  date  of  1808.  Vide  BiU,  Ptanon ;  n«.  685.  The  preaentation  copy  of 
it  waa  probably  printed  upon  villuii.* 

f  The  fiuDOua  John  Dee  entreated  Qubbn  1£axi  to  erect  an  inatltution 
aiaoHar  the  one  above  alluded  to.  If  she  adopted  the  measure.  Dee  says  that 
''her  hiflhnnaan  would  have  a  most  motablb  ubbabt,  learning  wonderftilly  be 
advanced,  the  passing  ezoellent  works  of  our  fbrelathers  firom  rot  and  worms 
pvaanved,  and  also  hereafter  continually  the  whole  realm  may  (through  her 
gnee'a  goodneaa)  uae  and  enjoy  the  inoomparaUe  treasure  so  preaerved :  where 
now,  no  one  student,  no,  nor  Any  one  college,  hath  half  a  dosen  of  thoae  excellent 
Jeaviia^  but  the  whole  stock  and  store  thereof  drawing  nigh  to  utter  destruction, 
and  eortinguishing^  while  here  and  there  by  private  men's  negligence  (and  some- 
maUoe)  many  a  famous  and  ezoellent  anthor*a  book  is  rent,  bumt^  or 
to  lot  and  decay.  By  your  said  suppliant's  device  your  Graoe'a  said 
Ubiaiy  mighty  in  very  few  years,  most  plentifully  be  f umisht,  and  that  without 
wmj  one  pnmy  charge  unto  your  Majesty,  or  doing  injury  to  any  creature." 
Ill  another  supplicatory  article,  dated  zv.  Jan.  1556,  Dee  advises  copies  of  the 
aonnaMnta  to  be  taken,  and  the  original,  after  the  copy  is  takra,  to  be  restored 
to  the  owner.  That  there  should  be  ''allowance  of  all  necessary  chaigea,  as 
wen  toward  the  riding  and  journeying  for  the  recovery  of  the  aaid  worthy 
moiramenta,  aa  also  for  the  copying  out  of  the  same,  and  framing  of  necessaiy 
ataUsy  desks,  and  presses."— He  concludes  with  proposing  to  make  oopiea  of  all 
tiia  principal  worioi  in  MS.  "in  the  notablist  Ubrariea  beyond  the  sea"— 
"and  aa  ooneeming  aU  other  excellent  authors  printed,  that  they  likewise  shall 
be  gaffeten  in  wonderful  abundance,  thehr  carriage  only  to  be  chaigeable."  He 
Bii|ipoaaa  that  three  montha'  trial  would  shew  the  exoellenoe  of  his  plan ;  which 
he  adviaea  to  be  instantly  put  into  practice  "for  fear  of  the  spreading  of  it  abroad 
might  caase  many  to  hide  and  convey  away  their  good  and  ancient  writers— 
which,  nevertheless,  were  ungodly  done,  and  a  certain  token  that  such  are  not 
ainoere  lovers  of  good  learning."  [In  other  words,  not  sound  bibliomaniacs.] 
See  the  Appendix  to  Heame's  edition  of  Jok,  Covijral,  MonacK  dt  BA,  Oltuton. 
Dee's  "supplication"  met  with  no  attention  from  the  bigotted  sovereign  to 
whom  it  waa  addressed.  A  project  for  a  similar  establishment  in  Queen  Eliza- 
beth's reign,  when  a  Sodety  of  Antiquaries  was  first  established  in  this  kingdom, 
may  be  seen  in  Heame's  ColUeU<m  qfCurwut  Ditoownu  qf  AtUiquaritt*,  voL  ii., 
p.  82^— when  this  library  was  "to   be  entitled  thb  library  or  Qubbn 

*  The  two  following  pages  aie  appropriated  to  ooples  of  the  frontispiece  (of  the  edit,  of 
ia06X  and  a  pege  of  the  work,  from  a  copy  tu  the  poeaession  of  the  printer  of  this  edition  of 
the  JBiUiomonio. 
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T  <Q&B,  inUiiUn  ant)  instruct  oui 
■^  inintirs,  ijiat  fat  maj;  rfiUfmc 
nitrit  tiling  ai  it  (9  iooitd,  &  {irl  not 
malie  tbt  Usit  rtcEianfns  of  ttice,  sit^ 
tioltlfng  (an  be  mabc  ttttn  tlien  tJjDU. 
flnO  ettonbis  Itt  us  malit  ntcount  of 
man,  liitn  infiomr,  tfietc  {9  noifiins 
malt  cicellcnt  among  ttie  t^ngs  o(  ttiis 
tooilb.  iUa&t  bs  to  lout  {iEdi  neit 
tfitr,  ciiiiei  as  UCitst  oui;  selucg,  01  aS 
l|)2  tdilDe,  ana  tiiecifoie  our  biottpec, 
ot  as  one  ocDajintli  to  bee  a  membtt  of 
one  selfe  same  ceuntiit  tnitj]  bs. 

ttnti  cause  bs  also  euen  ti'tre,  to  re- 
fitmtile  t\)t  b'Butnls  tiingbome  tbraugli 
muluai  loue,  toine  all  Ijatceb  fs  qutu 
banis^eD,  anb  all  Is  tull  of  loue,  anb 
constquenlls  full  of  {os  anb  glabnes. 
Amcu. 
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Notwithstanding  her  earnestness  to  root  out  all  r^ks 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  reti^on  (to  which,  as  the  best 
excuse,  we  must,  perhaps,  attribute  the  sad  cruelty  of  llie 


execution  of 
Mary,  Queen 
of  Scots), 
cannot  in  my 
heart  forbea 
to  think  but 
that  she  secu- 
red ,for  her  own 
book  -  boudoir, 
one  or  two  oi 
the  curious  ar-' 
tides  which  the 


libraries  that 
they  inspect- 
ed :  and,  a- 
mongBt  other 
volumes,  how 
she  cotild  for- 
liear  pouDcing 
upon  "  A  great 
Pric  ksangBook 
of  patxhmatt" 
—  discovered 
in   the   library 

of    All    Soul's 

often  -  times  ^^^^^^^^^l^^^^^^l  College*  — 

in    the  ^^^^^IH^^^^^^^^B  absolutely    be- 
yond my  wit  to  divine  ! 

liOREN.  You  are  full  of  book  anecdote  of  Elizabeth: 
but  do  yoQ  forget  her  schoolmaster,  Roger  Ascham  ? 

LvSAND.  The  master  ought  certainly  to  have  been 
mentioned  before  his  pupil.  Old  Roger  is  one  of  my 
most   favourite  authors ;     and   I   wish    English    scholars 

Elizabeth,  and  the  auna  to  be  veil  fumiehed  with  divers  andant  book^  and 
rare  monumsnlB  of  antiquity,"  ic.  edit.  177fi. 

*  In  Mr.  Qutch'B  Ciillc,cla  nm  Curirna,  \o\.  ii. ,  p.  275,  we  Imve  s  "  LsUor  ftvm    i 
Qucon  Elizabeth's  high  oommiEBioiiera,  oODCcmfng  the  superaUtiom  boob  balo^- 
ing  to  All  Soiii'a  CotlciKe  :"  the"  schedule"  or  list  retomod  wasu  [oUows  : 

Three  mau  books,  old  ami  new,  tmd  £  portmiBa^ 

Item,  8  grsilea,  7  nntiphunen  of  parohmont  and  bound 

10  Processioaola  old  aod  new 

2  8ymn(dlB 

an  old  manual  nf  paper 

an  InTitfltorie  hook 

2  psaliara— and  one  oovored  with  a  akin 

A  ffTtof  prifkaonA/  boai  of  parrAvifrit 

One  other  prioksotig  book  of  vollum  covered  with  a  hart'*  akjn 

5  otbet  of  paper  bound  in  parchment 

The  Founder's  man-book  in  parohnient  bound  in  board 

In  Ur.  Mill  his  hand  on  antjpboner  and  a  legeod 

A    portmiHae    in    bia    hand    two    volumos,    a    manual      a    m^i 

book,  and  n  pracoivlanal. 
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in  general  not  only  to  read  his  works  frequently,  but 
to  imitate  the  terseness  and  perspicuity  of  his  style. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  information  in  his  treatises, 
respecting  the  manners  and  customs  of  his  times ;  and 
as  Dr.  Johnson  has  well  remarked,  "  his  philological 
learning  would  have  gained  him  honour  in  any  country."  * 


■  RoQiB  AaoHAll  ii  DOW,  I  should  hope,  prett;  firml;  esUbliihed  among  ua 
Miinsarthararybeatoluaical  vriterBln  our  [aDgnage.  Nearly  three  oeoturiea 
mrenurelj  Bufflcieat  to  cooaaorate  tiii  liteniry  celebrity.  Ho  is  an  author  of  a 
[>ei:nliar  aad  truly  origina]  caul.  There  U  bardly  a  dnll  page  or  a  dull  pMsage 
in  his  iDCubiatioita.  He  ma;  be  thought,  however,  to  have  dealt  rather  barahly 
with  our  old  roiDanoe  writers ;  nor  do  I  imagine  that  the  original  edition  o(  his 
Sftmeimaittr  (1S71),  would  ba  placed  by  s  Morit  d'AHKar  colleator  alongiide 
of  hie  UiiD  bUctt-letter  quarto  romaaoos.  AMham's  inTsotiveB  a^inst  the  Italian 
•ebool,  and  bis  hard-hearted  atriotures  upon  the  imiooeat  ebullitioDS  of  Petrarch 
■od  Boooaccio,  bare  baen  noticed,  with  due  judgment  and  spirit,  by  Mr.  Bumot, 
in  hi>  pleaaing  analynis  of  our  pbiloBophor's  works.  See  .^vciimiu  qf  fin^/ujl 
Pmt  Wiltn;  toL  ii.,  p.  84.  Our  tutor's  notioos  of  academical  eduoatiou,  and 
bu  oouiteoui  treatment  of  bis  royal  and  noble  achotan,  will  be  discoursed  of 
anon ;  msanCtme,  wbile  we  ouivorily,  but  strongly,  applaud  Dr.  Johnson's 
■Imoat  unqualified  commeudatioti  of  this  able  writer ;  and  while  the  reader  may 
b«  slightly  informed  of  the  elegance  and  interest  of  his  eptstlm ;  let  the  biblio- 

the  DOtesof  (Jptou  Dpon  theSchoolmsstar,  with  the  Life  of,  anil  remarks  upon 
Ascbua,  by  T)r.  Johoaon),  pubtisbad  Id  a  haodsome  quarto  volume  [1761]. 
This  edition,  though  rather  common  and  cheap,  should  be  carefully  reprinted  in 
■n  octaTo  volume  ;  to  harmoniaa  with  the  greater  number  of  our  beat  writers 
imblishod  in  the  same  form.  But  it  ia  time  to  mention  something  of  the  author 
oonnectad  with  the  anbjeot  of  tbia  work.  What  relat«  to  the  BiBUOHAHU,  I 
hem  ■uleirt  from  dmilar  Hpooimena  in  his  English  lattora,  written  when  bo  was 
ahnud:  "Oct.  4.  at  afternoon  I  went  about  the  town  [of  Braxellra].  1  went  to 
tEe  frier  Cannobtea  house,  and  heard  thair  flvea  song ;  after,  1  desired  to  see  the 
LIBBAST.  A  frier  was  sent  to  ma,  and  led  mo  into  it.  There  was  not  one  good 
book  but  /lym.  The  friar  was  loarund,  spoke  Latin  readily,  entered  Into  Qreek, 
hariiig  a  very  good  nit,  and  a  greater  desire  to  [learning.  He  was  gentle  and 
honert,"  he.  pp.  370-1.  "Oct  20.  to  Spira:  a  good  city.  Here  I  6rst  saw 
i  de  PtriodU.  I  also  found  here  Ajax,  Eltctra,  and  AiUigme  of 
.  eicallantly,  by  my  goad  judgment,  tranahttod  into  versa,  aud  fair 
printed  this  mimmar  by  Cfayphins.  Tour  stationera  do  ill,  that  at  least  do  not 
provide  you  the  register  of  all  books,  eepeaially  of  old  authors,"  fee.,  p.  372L 
Again  :  "Hieroidmug  WolSus,  that  translated  Domoathenea  and  Iioenite^  ia  in 
thii  town.  1  am  well  acquainted  with  bim,  and  have  brought  him  twice  to  my 
lord's  to  dinner.  He  looks  very  simpio.  Ha  telletb  me  that  one  Borrheua,  that 
hatfa  written  well  upon  Ariatot.  priorum,  kc.,  even  now  ia  printing  goodly  com. 
maatariei  upon  Aristotle's  Rhetoric.  But  Bturmins  will  obiouro  thom  all," 
p.  >81.  These  oitraots  are  taken  from  Bennet'a  edition.  Who  shall  honoa 
doubtof  the  propriety  of  clissiQg  Asoham  among  the  moat  reaowcod  bibliomaniacs 
«f  theaget 
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That  he  was  £tn  ardent  liibliomaniac,  bis  letters  when 
upon  the  continent,  are  a  suffirient  demonstration. 

From   the   tutor  of  Elizabeth  let   us  go  to  her   prime 
minister,  Cboil.*    We  have  already  seen  how  i 


*  Ths  Tcador,  it  is  pranumed,  irlil  not  fona  hia  opia 
taote  ot  tblB  great  man,  from  tbe  dUtortoil  and  shamef 
racter,  whicb,  u  a  matter  of  ourioaity  only,  is  iosarted  a 
on  the  contrBiy,  took  upon  Cecl3  aa  a  lareT  of  bookH, 
Dumennu  panegTrical  dedioatloas'to  himaolf,  which  be  i 
penned,  bnt  for  the  imlcB  of  the  good  to  be  derivod  (ri 
works.  With  one  hand,  tbia  groat  man  may  be  raid 
OOUrageoUB  spirit,  and  politioal 
ban  direoted  tbo  oporations  of  acisnce  and    literatui 


of  the  Inbliomaiiiaca] 
dalineatiDn  ot  his  cha- 
.  237,  ante.  He  will, 
)t  for  the  solie  of  the 
it  have  so  aatiifiuitorily 
ouful  and  iDseoiaiia 
>  have  wielded  the 
ith    the  othor,  to 

\^thout  reading  the 


Interesting  and  weUwritten  Life  of  Cecil,  in  Mr.  Macdiurmid'a  Livet  qf  Briliti 
SM6tmen  (a  worlc  wbiob  oanaot  be  too  often  reoomnieaded,  or  too  tughly  praised), 
thsrs  Is  eiideooe  sufBcient  of  tb!a  atatssmaa's  biblionioniacsl  passion  and  taits. 
In  ths  FINE  OLD  IJB&1RT  trbioh  is  yet  preserved  at  Borleigb  in  Its  Isfcitimata 
form  —and  nhioh,  to  the  ixillector  of  such  preoious  volumes,  must  have  present«d 
atreataaeiiiuisite  ala  are  the  fresh  blown  roses  ot  June  to  him  who  regale* 
hims«lf  in  tbo  Savery  fragranoe  of  his  f(arden — the  produotion  of  hia  own  ntaaiwl 
labour  I  Indeed  Strypes  tells  us  that  Cecil's  " library  was  arery  choice  one:"  his 
can  being  "  in  tbe  prsBerration,  rather  than  in  the  private  poasenion  of  (Utenry) 
antiquities."  Among  other  ouriontiea  in  it,  there  was  a  Kntod,  and  a  sart  of  p»- 
■entation,  oapy  of  Arohblshop  Parkor's  Latin  work  at  ths  AnCii/Kitif  iff  tke 
Brititli  Church ;  "  bound  costly,  and  l^d  In  colours  the  arms  of  the  Chorch  of 
Canterbury,  empaled  with  the  Arohbisbop's  owa  paternal  coat."  Read  Btrype'i 
tempting  desoription  ;  Lift  of  Parktr ;  pp.  41S,  537.  Well  might  Grafton  Ihna 
address  Cecil  at  the  clow  of  hia  epistolary  dedioation  of  hiii  Chrortidrt :  "  and  now 
having  ended  this  work,  and  Booking  to  whom  I  might,  (or  tostifioation  of  my 
special  good-will,  present  it,  or  for  patronage  and  defence  dedicate  it,  and  prin- 
cipally, for  all  judgment  and  correction  to  submit  it — among  many,  I  have  ohoaaa 
your  Mastbrsbif,  moved  thereto  by  experience  of  your  oourteoiu  judgment 
towards  those  that  traviu)  to  any  honest  purpose,  rather  helping  and  comfOrling 
thsir  weakness,  than  condomning-  their  eimpla,  but  jat  weU  meaning,  endeaTOon. 
By  wbiob,  your  aamiaComed  good  acceptation  ot  otheiB,  I  am  tbe  nther  boldened 
to  beseech  your  Mastership  to  receive  this  my  work  and  me,  in  such  maiiner  aa 
you  do  those  in  whom  (howsoevor  there  be  want  of  power)  there  wantetli  no 
point  of  goodwill  and  sorviooable  affection."  Edit.  IS09,  4to.  It  a  chnmiolar 
could  talk  thus,  a  poet  (who,  notwithatanding  the  title  of  bii  poem,  does  not,  I 
fear,  rank  among  Pope's  bards,  that  "  sail  aloft  among  (Ai  5i>aiu  qf  ""-nnitt,  '*) 
may  be  permitted  thus  to  introducs  Cecil's  name 


!T  of  the  I 


and  wort 


I'g  rale  Elf  rHifSiKiiiiKt,  IGM,  4tn.,  reprinted  fn  £*£iiil*i /(JMJV,  . 
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folly  this  ^eat  man  interposed  in  matters  of  roligton  ; 
it  remains  to  notice  his  sealoiLS  activity  in  the  cause  of 
learning:.  And  of  this  latter  who  can  possibly  entertain 
a  doubt  1  Who  that  has  seen  how  frequently  his  name 
LS affixed  to  Dedications,  can  disbelieve  that  Cecil  was  a 
UOVEjt  OP  BOOKS  ?  Indeed  I  question  whether  it  is  inserted 
more  freqnently  in  a  diplomatic  docnment  or  printed 
Tolimie.  To  possess  all  the  presentation  copies  of  this 
illustrious  minister  would  be  to  possess  an  ample  and 
beautiful  library  of  the  literature  of  the  sixteenth 
century. 

But  the  book-loving  propensities  of  Elizabeth's  mi- 
nister were  greatly  eclipsed  by  those  of  her  favourite 
archbishop,  Pabkbr  : 

oktiun  et  venerabile  nomon 
GeatibiM,  et  muHum  nostrEB  quod  proderat  urbi. 

For  my  part,  Jjorenzo,  I  know  of  no  character,  either  oi 
thLs  or  of  any  subsequent  period,  which  is  more  en- 
titled to  the  esteem  and  veneration  of  Englishmen. 
Pious,  diffident,  frank,  charitable,  learned,  and  muni- 
ficent, Parker  was  the  great  episcopal  star  of  his  age, 
which  shone  with  undiminished  lustre  to  the  last  mo- 
ment of  its  appearance.  In  that  warm  and  irritable 
period,  when  the  Protestant  religion  was  assailed  in 
proportion  to  its  excellence,  and  when  writers  mistook 
abase  for  argument,  it  is  delightful  to  think  upon  the 
mild  and  temperate  course  which  this  discreet  metropo- 
litan pursued  !  Even  with  such  arrant  bibliomaniacs  as 
yourselves,  Parker's  reputation  must  stand  as  high  as 
that  attached  to  any  name,  when  I  inform  you  that  of 
his  celebrated  work  upon  the  "  Antiqmly  of  the  British 
Church  "  *  are  only  twenty  copies  supposed  to  have  been 

*  Tbii  u  not  the  place  to  eater  minutoly  into  a  bibliograplucal  account  of  the 
ftbore  celebrated  work  ;  such  amount  bBing  with  more  propriety  reserrail  tttr  tbo 
faiatory  of  our  Tt/pn</rapiieat  Aiiliqnitits.  Yot  b  word  or  two  niBy  be  bore  said 
opon  it,  in  order  that  ths  IjibUomaninc  Toaj  Dot  be  wholly  disnppoinUd :  and 
eap«cial1r  as  Anie*  and  Herbert  have  been  iiqiieciniifihly  reiorvod  in  their  coiati- 
nicatiaaii  raspontiag  the  same.     The  aboie  voJiimo  in,  without  itoubt,  one  of  the 


258  THE  DRAWINX)  ROOM. 

printed.  He  had  a  private  press,  which  was  worked  with 
types  cast, at  his  own  expense;  and  a  more  determined 
book-  fancier,  and  treasurer  of  ancient  lore,  did  not  at 
that  time  exist  in  Great  Britain. 


■oaroest  books  in  exiBtence.     It  has  been  intimated  by  Dr.  Drake;,  in  th«  fwefiua 
of  his  maguifioent  reprint  of  it,  1729,  fol.,  Uiat  only  20  copies  were  stmek  off  : 
but,  acoording  to  Stype,  Parker  tells  Cecil,  in  an  emblaioned  copy  presented  to 
him  by  the  latter,  that  he  had  not  given  the  book  to  four  men  in  the  wlMile 
realm  :   and  peradventure,  added  he,   "  it  shall  never  come  to  sight  abroad, 
though  some  men,  smelling  of  the  printing  of  it,  were  very  desirous  eravevB  of 
the  same. "  Lift  o)  Parktr,  p.  415.    This  certainly  does  not  prove  any  thing  re- 
specting the  number  of  copies  printed  ;  but  it  is  probable  that  Dr.  Drake's 
position  is  not  far  short  of  the  truth.    One  thing  is  remarkable  :  of  all  the 
known,  no  two  are  found  to  accord  with  each  other.    The  archbidiop  seems  to 
have  altered  and  corrected  the  sheets  as  they  each  came  from  the  press.    The 
omission  of  the  Archbishop'ff  own  life  in  this  volume,  as  it  contained  the  biogra- 
phy of  69  archbishops,  exclusively  of  himself,  was  endeavoured  to  be  supplied  hf 
the  publication  of  a  sharp  satirical  tract,  entitled,  "  Tkt  life  qff  the  70  Arekhitk^ 
of  Canterbury f  presentiyt  tiltinge  Englithed,  and  to  be  added  to  tke  69  UUeiy  mU 
forth  in  Latin/'   d:c.,  l^o.,  1574.      After  this  title  page  there  is  another.     "JSfu- 
trlola,  a  liUlettorye  qf  the  acts  and  life  of  Afatkew,   now  Arckbiskt^tpe  ^f 
terb.**    This  latter  comprehends  17  leaves,  and  was  written  either  hy  the 
bishop  himself  j  or  by  his  Chaplain  Josoelyne ;  but  whether  it  bo  at  aU  liks  a 
distinct  printed  folio  tract,  of  twelve  leaves  and  a  half,  which  was  kept  em- 
fully  undispersed  in  the  archbishop's  own  pofwession,  *  tiU  his  death — bein^  also  a 
biogmpby  of  Parker-  I  am  not  able  to  ascertain.    The  following  extimota  fron 
it  (OS  it  is  a  scarce  little  volume)  may  be  acceptable, 

ArcMiithop  Parker* t  early  Studies  and  popular  Preaching. 

"  But  now,  he  being  very  well  and  perfectly  instructed  in  the  Uboral 
he  applied  all  his  mind  to  the  study  of  divinity,  and  to  the  reading  of  the 
of  the  ecclesiastical  fathers ;  and  that  so  earnestly  that,  in  short  space  of  time»  he 
bestowed  his  labour  not  unprofitably  in  this  behalf ;  for,  after  the  spaoe  of  fonror 
five  years,  he,  issuing  from  his  secret  and  solitary  study  into  open  praotioo  in  the 
commonwealth,  preached  every  where  unto  the  people  with  great  oommondatkn ; 
and  that  in  the  most  famous  cities  and  places  of  this  realm,  by  the  aathoritj  of 
King  Henry  VI II.,  by  whose  letters  patent  this  was  granted  unto  hin^ 
with  the  license  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  In  execution  of  this 
of  preaching,  he  gained  this  commodity  ;  that  the  fame  of  him  came  imlo  tiM 
ears  of  King  Henry,"  &c.  Sign.  A.  i^.  raotou 

His  aUention  to  Literature  and  Printing,  ^e, 

« he  was  very  careful,  and  not  without  some  charges^  to  seek  tho 

ments  uf  former  times ;  to  know  the  religion  of  the  ancient  fathera,  and 
especially  which   were   of  the  English  church.    Therefore  in  sedking  up  tht 
Chronicles  of  the  Britons  and  English  Saxons,  which  lay  hidden  erery  wten 
contemned  and  buried  in  forgetfulneas,  and  through  the  ignoranot    at   tte 
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Phil.    You    have    called    the    rcig^i    of   Henry  the 

Seventh  the  Augustan-Book-ack  ;  but,  surely,   this  dis- 
tinction is  rather  due  to  the  asra  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ? 


well  UDiiiintaDdcd,  his  own  especially,  niid  his  roena,  dllieenco 
And  (o  the  end  that  these  antiquitios  niieht  lost  long,  and  be 
ClnTtil];  kepi,  he  csuned  tbDm,  being:  bnniglit  into  oue  place,  to  be  mil  bmiut 
'  trmly  atirrtJ.  And  yet,  nol  so  contontod,  hs  ondoMouiwd  to  sot  out  in 
"tbasenndsQt  monnmBnti,  whereof  ho  knew  rery  few  oiuoples 
be  extant ;  aud  which  he  thought  would  be  most  prodtable  for  the  postBrity, 
to  iostmct  thrm  in  the  faith  and  religian  of  the  elders.  [Orig.  '  to  instructo 
in  the  faythe  and  reli^on  dIT  the  elders,  ]  Hereupon,  he  oauBad  the  por- 
J  historien  of  the  Engligb  affairs,  by  MaArut  I'ariiUntl*,  aaoe  a  munk  ot 
Siioi  Afboc's,  and  itaUuni  f'loriltgtu,  a  monk  of  Saint  Peter  in  Westminster, 
aa  in  Latin,  lo  he  printed  ;  after  he  had  diligently  onnferrBd  tham  with  the 
iplas  which  he  could  get  in  any  place ;  to  the  end  that,  as  sincerely  as 
it  be,  s#  the  authors  first  left  them,  he  might  deliver  them  into  other  men's 
s.  Lsstty,  that  ha  might  not  be  unralodrnl  of  those  mosntnents  which, 
ID  antiquity,  worthiness,  and  authority,  eicEllsd  all  other,  or  rather  whero- 
<ritb  none  are  to  be  compared  {I  mean  the  Holy  Soriptureti)  here  he  thought  to 
if,  fay  his  number,  he  increased  the  Uolg  Bilifti,  which  shortly 
vonld  be  wanting  to  many  cfaiuvhes,  if  this  {tiacommodity  were  not  provided  fnr 
Therefore  it  seemed  good  unto  him,  iirat,  with  bin  learned  senants, 
to  auunine  tharouKhly  the  English  troniUtJon ;  wherein  he  partly  used  the  help 
ef  his  brethren  bishop*,  and  other  doctors  ;  with  whom  he  dealt  so  diligently  in 
thia  nutter  that  they  disdained  not  to  he  partners  and  fellows  with  him  of  his 
labor.  And  now  all  their  work  is  set  out  in  very  fair  fomu  and  letters  of 
print,"  fee  Sign,  C.  reel,  it  ren. 


Hi>«m-tDeAM 


te  Eecl'jia  Brit 


— Much  more  praiseworthy  is  she  (the  '  Assyrian  Queen  of  Babylon, ')  than 
be,  whoaoerer  it  was,  that  of  late  hath  set  forth,  to  the  hurt  of  christian  nieu , 

in  rhapBodies  and  shredi  of  the  old  forworn  stories,  almost  forgotten— bail 

it  (Porker)  now  lately  awakened  them  out  of  a  dead  sleep,  and  newly  sewed 
together  In  one  book  printed  ;  whose  glorioua  life  pnimiseth  not  mountains 
of  gold,  as  that  silly  haathan  worann's  (the  aforesjiid  Quaan)  tomb,  but  beareth 
Ohiist  in  the  brow,  and  is  bonested  with  this  title  in  the  front,  ■  De  Antiquitftte,' 
Sign.  C.  iiij.    ror.     The  satirical  psrt,  beginning  with  "  To  the  Chrirtian 

er,"  follows  the  biography  from  which  those  extracts  hare  been  taken.     It 

ins  to  observe,  that  our  Archbishop  was  a  bibliomaniac  of  the  very  first 
order;  and  naitten  with  evory  thing  attaobed  to  a  Book,  to  a  degree  beyond 
■ny  thing  exhibited  by  his  contemporaries.  Porker  did  not  scrapie  to  (ell  Cedl 
tfaM  he  kept  in  his  bouBO  "  drawen  of  pictures,  wood-outteis,  painteis,  limeen, 

fa,  and  book-bindor*,"— "one  of  those  was  LVLTB,  an  excellent  writer,  that 
Muld  counterfeit  any  antique  writing.  Him  the  arobbisbop  customarily  iised 
to  mofce    old    books  compleat,"— to.       Slryjir'E  JJfi  ^f  Pnrtrr;  pp.  415.  629. 

was  his  ardour  for  book-oolleoting  that  be  bad  agents  in  almost  all  plsoes, 
Ankd  and  at  home,  for  the  pmpose  of  securing  ererythipg  that  was  curious, 

KU,  and  ran ;  and  one  of  then,   ot  the  Dame  of  Botman   (I  suppoee  tho 

s2 


2»5  T^IZ  LZlA^arXO  BOOM. 


LvsAVD.      Boch  periods  merit    the    alienation.      In 
Henry's  time,  the  inTention  of  printing  was  of   eariy 


zr-.rrvTidi-.^  -jrir  Lrtiv-iii.c  t:  li*   r-=a.':i»   :€  ^>}    to: is."     Id.  p*. 

PitrTSt  ij^  ii*!Kri!:<ti  '-.j  iji  '*L.c«coEr  =.  ^I4  ^  Swrg  saq>l«  and  gnifc 
>' -.•mitjuttarr-'r  j::^  iT«r&:i  v.  "w^msziiZ  six.  v:  piA?i  i&i  j-aiSA,  and  bawks  aod 
zt.r:=j*A  *TVL  -rl-K  it*  via  k  ji'izx  302  . 1  z»k*  3  f 7  gnctad  Im  eoold  kavt 

tr.rjftcnry-c.  lii  -r'ni  ii  ^c.::^  zorruai  :t  lae  jri^iy  psi  of  filler:  **Th» 
43UC  p*rt  '^  tc^  rci^l  :^  La=.'ii»c2i  t-ls  iTZ;?  vji^.  iftz«isrT,  the  floor  iprnil  vitik 
r!:fi  iloccr  ccj±T«  i^i  T^nrviZL*  ITS  ?:cTyvr^'7  pLkoai  fic  t^  |iimwe  :  morai^g 
f^n.j'sn  zeiz^  tr.:*r"'j  t^aI  ':t  A:i>irw  Paencc,  toe  uchbiabop'c  diaplidi^ 
hzAZ.?  Sx&T  v^r".  "xp  :!:v  ice  z'zlzvi.  t=ii  v>:k  for  ]vbi  texs,  7%«  .£iUflri  nAiol 

c/  ^,'ynjtt.  4x,  Str^-,1  fzd'ifL  iZfi  tbft  ixsvnec^  adzuifstcred,  they  unciMJ 
t^^  ^r'.H;  y^zjecnzi'-.tL.  Tz.*  A^ihb::*^':?  "vi  hif  r:<:ciec  :ii,  vith  HiBDOBD ;  and 
z':*  KSnkSis,  of  BoIf.rL  Ch: rszsTSBL.  v.:r  i  sik  cope;  and  Cotkbhaui  a 
^IaIz,  il'-.'t  rywc.  dnn.  ^ii  hl»  izcl^sa^  AZ  tci=^  u«  doce  oonfonnaUe  to  tha 
iyy.k  of  orrr-A^rivs. :  L^'.^^.j  rii^: :  :iLe  Q^dec'i  pis«:ic  for  Ptirker  s  oonMoatiaQ 
a-.-ii'-ij  r»ad  bj  Dr.  V:L-i  :  He  i*  prew*::^^!  :  :Le  sath  of  nprenucy  imdBred  to 
LlrxL :  t^en  bj  hnn  :  Lar-i?  re^^recily  inpoMd  en  him :  and  all  with  prajwa 
t<^^,  coc^-iird,  ci:n':I^  ieil     Iz  %  vvrd,  ^oo^^  here  vm  no  th«atrioal  pomp  to 

T«r«  'j;Mil  ^i^-jC  Liza— Jet  ih<rre  vu  eereoiocj  ecougli  to  clothe  his  comacimtioa 
with  decency.  th'Lifti  Lit  t-;}  cI-:«  ft  with  snp-entiiioa.'*  CA«reA  MUtorj^,  bu  iz.» 
p.  4''^.  Brj^t  th«  rirtnei  of  the  pruute,  bovewr  mild  and  uno«tentatious,  were 
looked  r:i<in  vitb  aA  eaTicii  e je  bj  the  TPA?f-rtrt  ohserrer  of  human  natnie ; 
and  the  -f^-octanii^cj  hom.i^r?  which  he  receiTed  from  aome  of  the  fint  noblemen 
in  the  realm  wa^  ih'is  Ijunp«>3!ieil  in  the  atirical  compoution  just  befon 
coti':«xl : 

Htjmag*  a  Ad  TriltU  paid  to  ArdJjiihop  Parter. 


"  The  next  u,  what  great  tributes  erery  made  buhop  paid  him.  How  they 
entertained  his  whole  houacholi  or  o^iirt,  for  the  time,  with  somptnona  ffmiii^ 
How  dearly  they  redeemed  their  own  cl<>aths  and  carpets,  at  hie  eha|dain'B 
hands.  What  fees  were  bestowed  on  his  cructfer,  manhall,  and  other  aermnta. 
All  which  plentiful  bounty,  or  rather,  he  mi^t  hare  said,  largea^  is  thraiik  op^ 
he.saith,  to  a  small  sum  of  ten  pounds,  somewhat  beside,  but  mrj  amally  be- 
stowed, he  mi^ht  have  said  cast  away,  upon  the  archbislu^'B  family,  Jbe. — 
The  same  earl  \  of  Gloucester)  must  be  his  steward  and  chief  capbaanTj  the  day 
of  hid  inthronization  :  This  is  not  to  be  called  gracioos  Lorda^  aa  the  I«onlB  of 
the  earth,  but  this  is  to  be  beyond  all  grace  ;  and  to  be  aerred  of  than  gnaloai 
Lords,  and  to  be  their  Lord  paramount.  In  this  roll  of  his  nohla  taBuil^  tiM 
next  are  the  Loni  Stran^prays,  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  the  Lord  Dmaj,  aQ  iMah 
(saith  he)  owe  serrice  to  that  Archbishop.  Then  desoendeth  he  to  the  (ifli  tiii 
every  his  suffragan  provincial  bishop  bestoweth  on  him,  in  thdlr  lifi^  taA  ift 
their  death  :  some  their  palfrey  with  saddle  and  fonitim ;  aonw  their 
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growtli ;  bnt  the  avidity  of  readers  considerable.  The 
presses  of  Rome,  Venice,  and  Paris,  sent  forth  their 
costly  prodactions;  and  a  new  light,  by  such  means, 
was  poured  upon  the  darkened  mind.  Our  own  presses 
began  to  contribute  to  the  difiiision  of  this  light ;  and, 
compared  with  the  preceding  part  of  the  fifteen^^  cen- 
tury, the  reign  of  Henry  VII.  was  highly  distinguished 
tor  its  bibliomaniacal  celebrity.  Undonbtedly,  the  aera 
of  Queen    Elizabeth  was  the   golden    age    of    Biblio- 


Do  not  let  me  forget,  in  my  rambling  method  of  treat- 
ii^  of  books  and  book-men,  the  name  and  celebrity  of 
the  renowned  Dr.  John  Dbb.  Let  us  fancy  we  see  him 
in. his  conjuring  cap  and  robes — surroimded  with  astro- 
logical, mathematical,  and  -geographical  instruments — 
with  a  profusion  of  Chaldee  characters  inscribed  upon 
Tellnm  rolls — and  with  his  celebrated  Glass  suspended 
by  magical  wires.  Let  ns  then  follow  him  into  his  study 
at  mit^ight,  and  view  him  rummaging  his  books ;  con- 

and  some  thair  mbJb.  Among  the  rast,  th«  Bishop  of  Rocbeater,  who  u  there 
called  ipecially  his  ohaploiD,  giveth  him  a  brace  of  daga.  Theia  be  trim  thioga 
for  ptelatea  to  give  or  roceiTO ;  especially  of  them  to  make  ancb  acaouot  an  to 
print  them  among  each  special  prerogativee."  Sign.  D,  iiij,  v.  Yet  eveo  to  this 
libel  wai  affixed  the  following  epitaph  ttpon  Parker ;  vhicb  Ehewe  that  truth 
"  is  great,  and  will  prevail " 

Uslthew  FsrkBT  llD*d  eober  ind  wUe 

Leinisd  bj  itndta,  and  ooDttniulI  pnctlie, 

LonJng^  true,  off  life  nnixiDtTDld 

Ths  coertfl  did  foster  hin>,  both  fonng  mad  old. 

Ordeilr  be  delt,  the  irgbt  he  did  defend. 

He  Ified  nnlo  God,  to  God  be  mid  bis  ende. 

Lot  us  take  leave  of  this  amiable, 
enidite,  and  truly  eiemplary,  obBnuter 
by  oontemplatlDgbisfeattireB — according 
to  the  enmiiig  out  of  l^rBon'g  tao^simils 
of  the  rare  aneient  print,  prefixed  to 
some  of  the  copies  of  the  A  ntiquitg  qf 
iJu  Britiih  Chunh ;  preminng  that  the 
■uppoaed  original  punting  of  Packer, 
at  Bsnet  College,  Cambridge,  is  nothiag 
more  than  one  of  the  aforesaid  anoient 
prints,  delicately  oolomwl :  aa  a  taste- 
ful antiquary,  of  the  first  authority, 
discoTered,  and  mentioned  to  me. 
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templating  the  heavens;  making  calculations;  hcddmgr 
converse  with  invisible  spirits;  writing  down  tbeir 
responses:  anon,  looking  into  his  •  correspondence  with 
Count  a  Lasco  and  the  emperors  Adolphus  and  Maxinii- 
lian ;  and  pronouncing  himself^  with  the  most  heartfelt 
complacency,  the  greatest  genius  of  his  age  !*     In   the 


*  Those  who  are  fond  of  copious  biographioal  detaals  of  aitrolofcen  and 
jurere  will  read,  with  no  small  pleasure  and  avidity,  the  long  goesippliiflr 
of  Dee,  which  Heame  has  subjoined  to  his  edition  of  John  Co^froL  MonatA,  A 
rebus  getttt  Olcuton.,  vol.  ii.  ;  where  twelve  chapters  are  devoted  to  the  Mtl^efli 
of  our  philosopher's  travels  and  hardships.    Merio  Casaubon — ^who  put  fortti  a 
pompous  folio  volume  of  "  A  trv£  and  faithful  relation  of  Atkai  patted  far  Moy 
yeert  between  Dr.  John,  Dee  and  tome  tpiriU  :*'  1659~gravely  assaree  um,  in  an 
elaborate,  learned,  and  rather  amusing  preface,  that  the  volume  oontains  vbai 
"  he  thinks  is  not  to  be  paralleled  in  that  kind  by  any  book  that  hafth  bean  aei 
out  in  any  age  to  read  :"  sign  A.    This  is  true  enough ;  for  such  a  fkrago  of  b- 
congruous,  risible,  and  horrible  events,  are  no  where  else  recorded,    "  Nona  but 
itself  can  be  its  parallel."    Casaubon  wrote  a  professed  dissertation  (1668;  Svo.) 
upon  witches,  and  nothing  seemed  to  be  too  unpalatable  for  his  credulity  to  aval* 
low.    A  compressed  and  rather  interesting  account  of  Dee,  who  was  reallj  tin 
weakest  as  well  as  the  ablest  scholar  and  philosopher  of  his  dky,  will  ba  foond 
in  Ashmole's  TUeatrum  Chtmicumf  p.  4S0.     From  the  substance  of  theae  autho- 
rities, the  reader  is  presented  with  the  following  sketch.    The  iint  cbapler  ia 
Heame's  publication,  which  treats  of  the  **  entrance  and  ground  plot  of  Ua  fiitl 
studies,'*  informs  us  that  he  had  received  his  Latin  'education  in  London  and 
Chelmsford  :  that  he  was  bom  in  July,  1527,  and  at  15  years  of  age  waa  entand 
at  the  University  of  Cambridge,  1542.    In  the  three  following  years,  "  ao  veha- 
mently  was  he  boot  to  study  that,  for  those  years,  he  did  inviolably  keep  tUi 
order;  only  to  sleep  4  hours  every  night ;  to  allow  to  meat  and  drink  (and  aome 
refreshing  after)  2  hours  every  day  ;  and  of  the  other  18  hours,  all  (excepting  tba 
time  of  going  to,  and  being  at,  divide  service)  was  spent  in  his  studies  and  ktro* 
i»g."    In  May,  1547,  after  having  taken  his  Bachelor's  decree,  he  went  abroid. 
"  And  after  some  months  spent  about  the  Low  Countries,  he  returned  home^  aal 
brought  with  liim  the  first  astronomer's  staff  in  brass,  that  was  made  of  Gsmna 
Frisius  devising  ;  the  two  great  globes  of  Qerardus  Mercator's  making,  and  tin 
astronomer's  ring  of  brass,  as  Gemma  Frisius  had  newly  framed  it.'*    Dee's  Mi 
now  began  to  run  wild  upon  astronomy,  or  rather  astrology ;  and  the  tvanMadoai 
assistance  of  the  **  occult  art "  was  called  in  to  give  effect  to  the  lectures  wkkhhs 
road  upon  it  at  home  and  abroad.     ''  He  did  set  forth  (and  it  was  seen  of  the 
University)  a  Greek  comedy  of  Aristophanes,  named,  in  Greek,  u^r^,  in  Latin, 
Pax\  with  the  performance  of  the  ScaaxibctM  his  flying  up  to  Jupiter^t  paboi^ 
with  a  man  and  his  basket  of  victuals  on  his  back:    whereat  waa  great  won- 
dering and  many  vain  reports  spread  abroad  of  the  means  how  that  waa  effadad. 
In  that  college  (Trinity,  for  he  had  now  left  St.  John's),  by  his  adrioa  and  aa* 
deavours,  was  tbeir  Christmas  magistrate  first  named  and  confirmed  an  BOS* 
ROK."    The  first  emperor  of  this  sort,  (whose  name,  it  must  be  confesaad.  is  raOMT 
unpopular  in  a  University)  he  takes  care  to  inform  us,  "  waa  one  Mr. 
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midst  of  these  self-complacent  reveries^  let   us  imagine 
we  see  his  wife  and  little   ones  intruding;  beseeching 


DiMy  a  very  goodly  man  of  penon,  stature,  aod  complexion,  and  well  learned 
alao."  Dee  afterwards  ranks  these  things  among  "  his  boyish  attempts  and  ex- 
ploits soholastioal."  In  1548  ho  was  made  Master  of  Aits,  and  in  the  same  year 
''went  orer  beyond  the  seas  again,  and  never  after  that  was  any  more  student  in 
Cambridge."  Abroad,  almost  every  emperor  and  nobleman  of  distinction,  ao- 
cording  to  his  own  acooimt,  came  to  see  and  hear  him.  "  For  recreation,  he 
looked  into  the  method  of  the  civil  law,  and  profitted  therein  so  much  that,  in 
AntiM4)miis,  imagined  to  be  in  the  law,  he  had  good  hap  to  find  out  (well  allowed 
of)  their  agreements ;  and  also  to  enter  into  a  plain  and  due  understanding  of 
diverse  dvil  laws,  accounted  very  intricate  and  dark."  At  Paris,  when  he  gave 
lectures  upon  Euclid's  .elements,  "a  thing  never  done  publidy  in  any  university 
in  Christendom,"  his  auditory  in  Rhemes  college  was  so  great,  and  the  meet  part 
elder  than  himself,  that  the  mathematical  schools  could  not  hold  them ;  for  many 
were  fain,  without  the  schools,  at  the  windows,  to  be  AudUortt  «t  SpecUUont,  as 
they  oould  best  help  themselves  thereto.  And  by  the  first  four  prineipal  defini- 
tions representing  to  their  eyes  (which  by  imagination  only  are  exactly  to  be 
conceived)  a  greater  wonder  arose  among  tiie  beholders  than  of  his  Arulophanet 
Searabams  mounting  up  to  the  top  of  Trinity  Hall,  tU  tupra,"  Notwithstanding 
the  tempting  oflPers  to  cause  him  to  be  domiciled  in  France  and  Gemumy,  our 
astrologer,  like  a  true  patriot,  declined  them  all.  The  French  king  offered  an 
annual  stipend  of  200  French  crowns;  a  Monsieur  Babeu,  Monsieur  de  Rohan, 
and  Monsieur  de  Monluc,  offered  still  gp^'eater  sums,  but  were  all  refused.  In 
Germany  he  was  tempted  with  the  yearly  salary  of  8000  dollars;  "and  lastly, 
by  a  messenger  from  the  Russie  or  Muscovite  Emperor,  purposely  sent  with  a 
very  rich  present  unto  him  at  Trebona  castle,  and  with  provision  for  the  whole 
journey  (being  above  1200  miles  from  the  castle  where  he  lay)  of  his  coming  to 
his  court  at  Moscow,  with  his  wife,  children,  and  whole  family,  there  to  enjoy  at 
his  imperial  hands  2000Ub.  sterling  yearly  stipend ;  and  of  his  Protector  yearly 
a  thousand  rubles ;  with  his  diet  also  to  be  allowed  him  free  out  of  the  emperor's 
own  kitchen  :  and  to  be  in  dignity  with  authority  amongst  the  highest  sort  of  the 
nobility  there,  and  of  his  Privy  Counsellors."—  But  all  this  was  heroically  de- 
clined by  our  patriotic  philosopher.  Lord  Pembroke  and  Lord  Leicester  intro> 
duoed  Dee  to  the  notice  of  Q.  Elisabeth,  before  her  coronation.  At  which  time 
her  Majesty  used  these  words — "  Where  my  brother  hath  given  him  a  crown,  I 
will  give  him  a  noble  /"  Before  the  accession  of  Elisabeth,  he  was  imprisoned 
on  being  accused  of  destroying  Queen  Mary  by  enchantment.  ''The  Queen 
Elizabeth  herself  became  a  prisoner  in  the  same,  place  (Hampton  Court)  shortly 
afterwards ;  and  Dee  had  for  bedfellow  one  Bartholet  Green,  who  was  afterwards 
burnt."  Dee  himself  was  examined  by  BiMhop  Bonner.  On  the  deanery  of 
Gloucester  becoming  void  in  1564,  Dee  was  nominated  to  fill  it :  but  the  same 
deanery  was  afterwards  bestowed  on  Mr.  Man,  who  was  sent  into  Spain  in  her 
Majesty's  service.  "  And  now  this  Lent,  1594,  when  it  became  void  again  (says 
Dee),  I  made  a  motion  for  it,  but  I  came  too  late ;  for  one  that  might  spend  400 
or  500  lib.  a- year  already,  had  more  need  of  it  than  I  belike ;  or  else  this  former 
gift  was  but  words  only  to  me,  and  the  fruit  ever  due  to  others,  that  can  espy 
and  catch  better  than  I  for  these  35  years  could  do."    Mistris  Blanche  k  Pairy 
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him  to  bum  his  books  and  instruments ;    and  reminding' 
him  that  there  was  neither  a  silver  spoon^  nor  a  loaf  of 


oame  to  his  house  with  an  offer  from  the  Queen  of  "any  eodedastioal  d^nilgr 
within  her  kingdom,  being  then,  or  shortly  beooming,  void  and  ▼acaat*- 
"Dee*8  most  humble  and  thankful  answer  to  her  Migesty,  by  the  same 
ger,  was  that  cura  anifnarum  annexa  did  terrific  him  to  deal  with.' 
next  promised  to  "have  of  her  Majesty's  gift  other  eoclesiastioal 
revenues  (without  care  of  souls  annexed)  as  in  her  Majesty's  books  wera  rated 
at  two  hundred  pounds  yearly  revenue ;  of  which  her  Majesty's  gift  he  never  M 
yet  had  any  one  penny."    In  Oct.  1578,  he  had  a  donsultatlfm  with  Mr.  Dootor 
Bayly,  her  Majesty's  physician,    "about  her   Majestie's  grievoos  pangs  sad 
pains  by  reason  of  the  toothake  and  rheum,"  kc    "  He  set  down  in  wxikii^ 
with  hydrographical  and  geographical  description,  what  he  then  had  to  ssj  or 
shew,  as  concerning  her  Majesty's  title  royal  to  any  foreign  ooontries. 
two  parchment  great  rolls  full  written,  of  about  xn  wmTB  TKUdJM 
good  witnesses  upon  the  table  before  the  commissioners. "    Dee  had  refused  an 
hundred  pounds  for  these  calligraphical  labours.  A  list  of  his  printed  and  onpriatsd 
works :  the  former  8  (ending  with  the  year  1578),  the  latter  86  (ending'  with  tiks 
year  1592),  in  number.    Anno  1563,  JuUi  ultimo,  the  Eari  of  Leioestar  and  Laid 
Laskey  invited  themselves  to  dine  with  Dee  in  a  day  or  two ;  but  our  astrologer 
"  confessed  sincerely  that  he  was  not  able  to  prepare  them  a  convenient  dinnar, 
unless  he  should  presently  sell  some  of  his  plate  or  some  of  his  pewter  for  iL 
Whereupon,"  continues  Dee,   "her  Majesty  sent  unto  me  very  royally  witluB 
one  hour  lUFter  forty  angels  of  gold,  from  Sion ;  whither  her  Majesty  was  now 
come  by  water  from  Greenwich."    A  little  before  Christmas,  1599,  Dae 
tkpromite  of  another  royal  donation  of  lOOL — "which  intent  and  promise^ 
once  or  twice  after,  as  he  came  in  her  Majesty's  sight,  she  repeated  onto  htai; 
and  thereupon  sent  unto  him^y  pounds  to  keep  his  Ohriftmas  with  that  ynr 
— but  what,  says  he,  is  become  of  the  other  fifty,  truly  I  oannot  tell !    If  btf 
Mi^'esty  can,  it  is  sufficient ;    '  Satis,  did,  modd,  satis  bate,  must  I  say.' "  In 
1591,   his  patroness,  the  Countess  of  Warwick,    made  a  powerful  divenioD  at 
Court  to  secure  for  him  the  mastership  of  St.  Cross,  then  filled  by  Dr.  Beoml^ 
who  was  to  be  made  a  bishop. — Tho  'queen   qualified  her  promise  of  Dm^ 
having  it  with  a  nota  bene,  if  he  should  be  Jit  for  iL    In  159%  the  Arohbiduip  of 
Canterbury  openly  "  affirmed  that  the  mastership  of  St.  Crooe  was  a  living  BMst 
fit  for  him ;    and  the  Lord  Treasurev,  at  Hampton  Courts  lately  to  fafamlf 
declared,  and  with  his  hand  very  earnestly  smitten  on  his  breast  used  thsis  my 
words  to  him — '  By  my  faith,  if  her  Majestie  be  moved  hi  it  by  any  othar  for 
you,  I  will  do  what  I  can  with  her  Majestie  to  pleasure  you  thereiD^  Mr.  Die.* 
But  it  is  time  to  gratify  the  Bibuomaniao  with  something  mora  to  his  pdato. 
Here  foUoweth,  therefore,  as  drawn  up  by  our  philosopher  hhnaslf^  an  as- 
count  of 


Dee's  Library  : 

"4000    Vb/nmei— printed  and  unprinted— bound  and  unbound — ^valuad  at 

2000  lib. 
1  Greek,  2  French,  and  1  High  Dutch,  volumes  of  MSS.,  alone  worth  588  <a. 
40  years  in  getting  those  books  together." 
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bread,  in  the  cupboard.  Alas,  poor  Deb! — thou  wert 
the  dupe  of  the  people  and  of  the  Court :  and,  although 
Meric  Casaubon  has  enshrined  thy  conjurations  in  a 
I>ompous  folio  volume,  thy  name,  I  fear,  will  only 
live  in  the  memory  of  bibliomaniacs ! 

Appertaimng  thereto. 

Sundry  rare  and  exquitUdy  made  Mathematical  IiubrwnenU, 
A  radius  Astronomieut,  ten  feet  long. 

A  Magnet  Sione,  or  Loadstone  ;  of  great  virtae — "  wluch  was  sold  out  of  the 
fibrary  for  v  thilL  and  for  it  afterwards  (yea  pieoe-meal  divided)  was  more  than 
zx  Ub.  given  in  money  and  value." 

"A  great  cote  or  frame  qf  boxet,  wherein  some  hundreds  of  veiy  rare  evi- 
denoes  of  divers  Irelandish  territories,  provinces,  and  lands,  were  laid  up. 
Whiob  territories,  provinces,  and  lands  were  therein  notified  to  have  been 
im  the  hands  of  some  of  the  andent  Irish  princes.  Then,  their  submissions  and 
tributes  agreed  trpon,  with  seals  appendant  to  the  little  writings  thereof  in 
IMttchment :  and  after  by  some  of  those  evidences  did  it  appear  how  some  of 
those  lands  came  to  the  Lascies,  the  Mortuomais,  the  Burghs,  the  Clares,"  &c. 

"A  box  ^  Bvideneet  antient  of  some  Welch  princes  and  noblemen — ^the  like 
of  Norman  donation — their  peculiar  titles  noted  on  the  forepvt  with  chalk 
only,  which  on  the  poor  boxes  remaineth."  This  box,  with  another,  containing 
aindiar  deeds,  were  embessled. 

"One  great  bladder  with  about  4  pound  weight,  of  a  very  sweetish  thing, 
like  a  brownish  gum  in  it,  artificially  prepared  by  thirty  times  purifying  of  it, 
hath  more  than  I  could  well  afford  him  for  100  crownes  ;  as  may  be  proved  by 
witnesses  yet  living." 

To  these  he  adds  \ub  three  Laboratoriet,  ''serving  for  P3nrotechnia"— which  he 

got  together  after  20  years'  labour.    "  All  which  furniture  and  provision,  and 

many  things  already  prepared,  is  unduly  made  away  from  me  by  sundry  meanes, 

and  a  few  spoiled  or  broken  vessels  remain,  hardly  worth  40  shillings."    But  one 

moio  feature  in  poor  Dee's  character — ^and  that  is  his  unparalleled  serenity  and 

good  nature  imder  the  most  griping  misfortunes — remains  to  be  described :  and 

than  we  may  take  farewell  of  him,  with  aching  hearts.    In  the  10th  chapter, 

■Pvtking  of  the  wretched   poverty  of  himself  and  family — {**  having  not  one 

P^&ny  of  certain  fee,  revenue,  stipend,  or  pension,  either  left  him  or  restored 

onto  him,") — ^Dee  says  that  "he  has  been  constrained  now  and  then  to  send 

fM'sels  of  his  little  furniture  of  plate  to  pawn  upon  usury  ;  and  that  he  did  so 

if^  till  no  more  oould  be  sent.    After  the  same  manner  went  his  wives'  jewels 

cfgtM,  rings,  bracelets,  chains,and  other  their  rarities,  under  the  thraldom  of 

the  tiaurer's  gripes  :  'till  wm  plus  was  written  upon  the  boxes  at  home."    In  the 

I  Jib  ^bApter,  he  anticipates  the  dreadful  lot  of  being  brought  "  to  the  stepping 

out  €»/  ^oors  (his  house  being  sold).      He,  and  his,  with  bottles  and  wallets 

ftrm  f  ff^^**^i  to  become  wanderers  as  homish  vsgabonds ;  or,  as  banished  men,  to 

fnnjm  ir^    the  kingdom  !"    Again  :  "  with  bloody  tears  of  heart,  he,  and  his  wife, 

boir  m^^^^^^  children,  and  their  servant  (seventeen  of  them  in  all),  did  that  day 

]a]i^  't^tt^ir  petition  unto  their  honours,"  &c.    Can  human  misery  be  sharper  than 

jg        #fcga<i    to  be  the  lot  of  a  philosopher  and  bibliomaniac  ?  I    But  "VBNIKT 
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Of  a  wholly  different  cast  of  character  and  of  readm; 
was  the  renowned  Captain  Cox  of  Coventry.  How 
many  of  Dee's  magical  books  he  had  exchanged  for  the 
pleasanter  magic  of  Old  Ballads  and  Romances,  I  will 
not  take  upon  me  to  say;  but  that  this  said  biUia- 
maniacal  Captain  had  a  library ^^  which,  even  fitim 
Master  Laneham's  imperfect  description  of  it,*  I  shooM 


*  Let  us  he  introduced  to  tbe  sprightly  figure  and  expresdon  of  chanwter  of 
this  reuowned  Coventry  captain,  before  we  speak  partioularly  of  hit  Vbntj» 
Cai*tain  Cox  (says  the  above-mentioned  Master  Laneham)   camfl    mojwiiiiy  «■ 
valiantly  before,  clean  trust  and  gartered  above  the  knee,  all  fresh  in  a  vdviK 
cap  (Master  Golding  a  lent  it  him),  flourishing  with  his  to»  sword ;  and  anotkr 
fence  master  with  him  :"  p.  39.     A  little  before,  he  is  thus  desoribed  as  eM» 
nected  with  his  library  :  "  And  first.  Captain  Coz  ;  an  odd  man,  I  promias  yon : 
by  profoHsion  a  mason,  and  that  right  skilful :  very  cunning  in  fens  (laneiDg); 
and  hardy  as  (>awin ;  for  his  ton  sword  hangs  at  his  table's  end.    Qraat  oiir 
sight  hath  he  in  matters  of  story  :  for  as  for  Kitt^f  Arthur's  Book,  Bmt  ^ 
BoiirdtatiXf  the  Four  Sou*   of  Ayinon,   Bevyt  of  ffamptofi.  The  Sqiuftt  i^  l»» 
Dtgree,   The  Knight  of  Curtly,  and  the  Lady  Fagnd,   Frtderkk  nf  Omt^  Bft 
Eglamour,  Syr  Tiyamouvy  Syr  Lamnrell,  Syr  Itehbrut,  Syr  Oawyn^  (Hymt  ^  Ht 
Caal,  Lucres  and  Kui-uUms,  VirgiTs  Life,   tJu  CaaU  ^Ladies,  ikt  Widom  Mij^ 
Vie  King  and  the  Tanner,  Frier  Rous,  Howleglas,  Gargantua,  Robin  Hood,  Aim 
Bel,  Clim  on  the  dough,  and    William  of  Cloudnley,  the  Cknrl  and  the  Bmd,  Ht 
Seaven  Wise  Masters,  t/ie   Wife  lapt  in  a  MoreCs  skin,   the  Saiffnl  ^  Kua,  Ik 
Sergeaunt  that  became  a  Fryar,  Skogan,  Collyn    Cloout,  the  Fryar  and  ths  Bs§^ 
Elynor  Rumming,  and  tlte  Xuthrooun  Maid,  with  many  mors  thao  I  rahnm 
here.    I  believe  he  has  them  all  at  his  finger's  ends,"  p.  36.    The  praeeditr  a 
a  list  of  the  worthy  Captain's  Romances  ;  some  of  which,  at  lettst  in  tiidr  tri- 
ginal  shape,  were  unknown  to  Pitson  :  what  would  be  the  amount  cf  tiMk 
present   produce    under    the   hammer   of    those    renowned    Mack-lettarbiA 
auctioneers  in  King-street,  Coveut  Garden—?    Speak  we,  in  the  next  plaoi^  4 
the  said  military  bibliomaniac's  collection  of  books  in  "  fhilosopht  mobaL  wA 
VATUBAL.'*    "  Beside  Poeti-y  and  Ast}x>nomy,  and  other  hid  adenoea,  aa  I  Mf 
guess  by  the  omberty  of  his  books  :  whereof  part  are,  as  I  remember,  Ths  Skit 
herds  Kalendar,  the  Ship  of  FooU,  DanieCs  Ih-eams,  the  Book  qf  Forinnt,  Stsai, 
puer  ad  mensam,  Vie  bye  way  to  Ute  SpiU-house,  Julian  qf  Brainfosd^s  Tstkmnit 
the  Castle  of  Lore,  the  Booget  of  iJemaunds,  the  Hundred  Mery  Tales,  the  Bisk 
of  Riddels,   tlie  Seaven  Sorows  of  Wemen,  tiie    Proud  Wives*  Paier-Nodsr,  tk 
Cfiapman  of  a  Peauiwortfi   of  WU:  Beside   his  aunciknt  plats  ;    VouA  ui 
Charitee,  HUskorner,   Sttgize,  Impacient  Poverty,  and  herewith  Doctor  Afr/< 
Breviary  of  UealUi,    What  should  I  rehearse  here,  what  a  bunoh  of 
AKD  BONOS,  all  ancient?  i—Uere  they  come,  gentle  reader  ;  lift  up  thist 
and  marvel  while  thou  dost  (leruse  the  same :  Broom  Broom  on  Hiil,  &  ■•  V 
me  begon,  trolly  lo  Over  a    Whinny  Meg,  Hey  ding  a  ding.  Bony  lam 
green,  My  bony  on  gave  me  a  bek.  By  a  bank  az  I  lay  ;  and  two  more  he  haft 
wrapt  up  in  parchment,  and  bound  with  a  whipcord  !*'    It  ia  no  wonder 
Ritson,  in  the  historical  osisay  prefixed  to  his  collection  of  ScoUith  Songs, 


^ 
^ 
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Iiave  preferred  to  the  four  thousand  volumes  of  Dr. 
John  Dee,  is  most  nuqu  est  ion  able. 

We  now  approach  two  characters  of  a  more  dig^nified 
cast ;  and  who,  in  every  respect,  must  be  denominated 
the  greatest  bibliomaniacs  of  the  a^e :  I  mean  Sir 
Robert  Cotton  and  Sir  Thomas  Bodley.  Wc  will 
touch  upon  them  separately. 

The  numerous  relics  which  are  yet  preserved  of  the 
Coltoiiian  Collection,  may  serve  to  convey  a  pretty  strong 
ideaof  its  splendour  and  perfection  in  its  original  shape. 
Cotton  had  all  the  sap:acity  and  judgment  of  Lord  Coke, 
with  a  more  beautifully  polished  mind,  and  a  more 
benevolent  heart.  As  to  books,  and  book  men,  he  was 
the  Mecaenas*    of  his  day.     His    thirst    for    knowledge 

Bpe«k  of  some  oF  these  bsllada  with  a  teat  at  if  he  iranld  hAve  ■aorifloed  bull  hu 
libisry  to  untie  the  said  "whipcord"  packet.  And  oqiiaJly  joyoiig,  1  ween, 
wootd  my  friond  Mr.  R.  H.  Evara,  of  Pall-Mall,  have  been — during  hi«  oiUWml 
Laboun  In  publUhiag  a  new  edition  of  his  father's  oolloctlon  of  Bnlladn— {nu 
fldilioD,  by  the  bye,  whiob  gives  us  mors  of  the  s^Quine  spirit  of  the  CoxEAN 
COLLI tTlun  tbaa  any  with  which  1  am  ncquainted) — equally  joyous  would  Mr. 
Eraiia  have  beeu  to  have  had  the  inHpaction  of  some  of  these  '  bonny'  aonga. 
The  late  Duke  of  Roxbnrgb,  of  never-dying  hiblio  maniacal  celebrity,  would  have 
patted  with  half  the  insignia  of  his  order  of  the  Garter  to  have  obtained  ciran 
Brijriiial  tofiia  of  these  fascinating  effusions  1  But  let  us  return,  and  take  farewell 
of  Captain  Cox,  by  noticing  only  the  remaining  department  of  biK  library,  as 
il«KHbad  by  LinBhanj.  ",Ab  for  ALUA.NACS  of  nntiquity  (a  point  for  Epho- 
)n  he  can  shew  from  Joiipir  £<w(  o/ ."IiiiiMiyi,  unto  AWmrfmn  0/ 
.^iuuju,  and  tbenfie  unto  our  John  Seairii  of  t^ili-sttig.  To  stay  ye  no  longer 
(ooncludea  Lauebam)  I  dare  say  ha  hstb  aa  fair  a  library  of  tbeee 
as  many  goodly  monuments  both  in  prose  and  pootry,  and  at 
kftemoon  can  talk  at  much  without  book,  aa  any  innholder  betwixt  Breotford  and 
Bafishot,  what  degree  soerer  be  be."  A  LtlUriehariii  part  <tf  Iht  SnUrtainvuHt 
hhIoo  Uie  Queem  Ma/eMf  lU  /fiHiiiffKOortA  Cfl*f/  iw  Warvici-Slta;  in  Ikii 
SooBurt  Pragral,  1575,  u  tigwitd  :  (Karwici,  17W,  8vo.  0  fUBB  ClPTAia 
Cm'. 

*  There  are  few  eminent  choractsra  of  whom  so  many,  and  sucb  ably-oieoutad, 
memoirs  are  oitant  as  of  SIR  RoBEliT  CoTTON,  Knt.  In  the  present  place 
we  have  nothing  to  do  with  his  academicsl  studies,  his  philosophical,  or  It^tative, 
or  UiplomaUc,  labours  :  literature  and  liottlr.  Madacii  are  our  only  subject!  if 
discussluB.  Yat  those  who  may  wish  for  more  gimeral,  and  possibly  mate 
interesting,  details,  may  examine  the  authoritios  referred  to  by  Ur  Plonta  in  his 
Tsry  aicellent  Cataiogat  </  l!,e  JISS.  ia  thi  Co/toHuut  Library,  1802,  folio.  Sir 
Jt«l>ert  Cotton  was  educated  at  Trinity 'College,  Cambridge.  The  nitinber  of 
cc,  whether  in  the  roman.  gothic,  or  italic  type,  i^bicli  he  in  all 
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could  never  be  satiated ;  and  the  cultivation  of  the  mind 
upon  the  foundation  of  a  good  hearty  he  considered  to 


probability  collected  during  his  residence  at  the  univeniity,  has  not  yet 
ascertained ;  bnt  we  know  that,  when  he  made  his  antiquarian  tour  with  the 
famous  Camden,  ("par  nobile  fratrum !")  in  his  29th  year,  Cotton  musthara 
greatly  augmented  his  literary  treasures,  and  returned  to  the  metropolis  with  « 
sharpened  appetite,  to  devour  every  thing  in  the  shape  of  a  book, 
by  three  sovereigns,  Elizabeth,  James,  and  Charles,  and  admired  by  all 
literati  in  Europe,  Sir  Robert  saw  himself  in  as  eminent  a  situation  as 
talents,  taste,  and  integrity  can  place  an  individuaL    His  ooUeotion'  of 
increased  rapidly  ;  but  MS.  records,  deeds,  and  charters,  were  the  dhi«f  obji 
of  his  pursuit.    Uis  mansion  was  noble,  his  libraiy  extensive,  and  his  own 
ners  such  as  conciliated  the  esteem  of  almost  every  one  who  approached  hi' 
Dr.  Smith  has  well  described  our  illustrious  bibliomaniac,  at  this  golden 
of  his  life :    '*  Ad  Cottoni  ssdes,  tanquam   ad  communem  reconditioris 
apothecam,  sive  ad  novam  Academiam,  quotquot  aoimo  paulo  ereotiori  miulk. 
gratiis  litaverint,  sese  recepere,   nullam  a  viro  homaniBsimo  repnlsam 
quippe  idem  literas  bonas  promovendi  studium  erat  onmi   auctoramento  k^ 
potentius.    Nee  ista  obvia  morum  facilitas,    qua   omnes  bonos  em 
candidates  complexus  est,  quicquara  reverentise  qua  vicissim  ille  colabator, 
traxerat :  potius,  omnium,  quos  familiari  sermone,  repititisque  oolloquiis  djgsi, 
placuit,  in  se  amores  et  admirationem  hac  insigni  naturae  benignitate 
Vit.  Rob.  Cottoni,  p.  xxiv.,  prefixed  to  the  Catalogva  Lihromm 
BM,  CotL,  1696,  folio.     Sir  Robert  was,  however,  doomed  to  hare  the  ervaSog 
his  life  clouded  by  one  of  those  crooked  and  di^iastrous  events,  of  which  it  Is  ii»- 
impossible  to  trace  the  correct  cause,  or  affix  the  degree  of  ignominy 
to  it,  on  the  head  of  its  proper  author.     Human  nature  has  few  blacker 
of  turpitude  on  record  than  that  to  which  our  knight  fell  a  victim.    la 
year  1615,  some  wretch  communicated  to  the  Spanish  ambassador  "tho 
state  papers  in  his  library,  who  caused  them  to  be  copied  and  translated  into 
Spanbh  :"    these  papers  were  of  too  much  importance  to  be  made  pubHc; 
James  the  1st  had  the  meanness  to  issue   a  commission  "  which  excluded 
Robert  from  his  own  library."    The  storm  quickly  blew  over,  and  the  sanshiDS 
of  Cotton's  integrity  diffused  around  its  wonted  brilliancy.    But  in  the  year  1629, 
another  mischievous  wretch  propagated  a  report  that  Sir  Robert  had  been  pmy 
to  a  treasonable  publication  :  because,  forsooth,  the  original  tracts  ftom  wUoh 
this  treasonable  one  had  been  taken,  was,  in  the  year    1613,  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  owner  of  the  library,  introduced  into  the  Cottonian  ooUoction.    This 
wretch,under  tho  abused  title  of  librarian,  had,  **  for  pecnniary  oonsidflntioDSy'' 
the  baseness  to  su£fer  one  or  more  copies  of  the  pamphlet  of  1618  -(writttea  at 
Florence  by  Dudley,  Duke  of  Northumberland,  under  a  less  offensiTe  title)  to  be 
taken,  and  in  consequence  printed.    Sir  Robert  was  therefore  again  ■fa*gi*«l  ovt 
for  royal  vengeance :  his  library  was  put  under  sequestration  ;  and  the  owner 
forbidden  to  enter  it.    It  was  in  vain  that  his  complete  innocence  wma  lindicrtad. 
To  deprive  such  a  man  as  Cotton  of  the  ocular  and  wM^nnfti  comforts  of  bis 
library — to  suppose  that  he  could  be  happy  in  the  most  splendid  drawing  room 
in  Europe,  without  his  books — is  to  suppose  what  our  experience  oi  wtnoia 
bibliomaniacs  will  not  permit  us  to  accede  to.    In  oonsequence,    8ir  Robert 
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be  the  highest  distinction,  and  the  most  permanent 
delight,  of  human  beings.  Wealth,  pomp,  parade,  and 
titles,  were  dissipated,  in  the  pure  atmosphere  of  his 
mind  before  the  invigorating  sun  of  science  and  learning. 
He  knew  that  the  tomb  which  recorded  the  worth  of  the 
deceased  had  more  honest  tears  shed  upon  it  than  the 
pompous  mausoleum  which  spoke  only  of  his  pedig^ree 
and  possessions.  Accordingly,  although  he  had  excellent 
Mood  flowing  in  his  veins.  Cotton  sought  connection 
with  the  good  rather  than  vidth  the  great ;  and  where  he 
found  a  cultivated  understanding,    and  an  honest  heart, 

declared  to  hit  friends,  "that  they  had  broken  his  heart  who  had  looked  up  his 

libnxy  from  him :"  whioh  declaration  he  solemnly  repeated  to  the  Priyy  CoandL 

In  the  year  1681,  this  great  and  good  man  closed  his  eyes  for  ever  upon  mortal 

•oenes;  upon  those  whom  he  gladdened  by  his  beneyolence,   and   improved 

by  his  wisdom.    Such  was  the  man,  of  whom  Gale  has  thus  eloquently  spoken  : 

— "  quisquis  bona  fide  Historiam  nostram  per  omne  SBVum  explicare  sataget, 

nuUum  laudatum  Scriptorem  2t  se  desiderari  exoptarique  posse,  quem  CoTTO' 

MiAirus  ille  incomporabilis  thesaurus  promptissime  non  exhibebit :  Ea   est,   et 

semper  fuit,  noblUs   Domus  ergo  literates  indolgentia — Hujus  fores   (ut  iUao 

Musamm,  apud   Pindarum)  omnibus  patent.    Testes  apello  Theologos,  Anti- 

qnarios,  Jurisconsultos,  Bibliopolas  ;  qui  quidem  omnes,  ex  Cottoniana  Biblio- 

theea,  tanquam  ex  perenni,  sed  et  communi  fonte,  sine  impensis  et  molestiA, 

abond^  hauserunt."  Rer,  Anglic,  Script.  Vet.,  yoI.  L,  prsaf.,  p.  8.  The  loss  of  such 

a  character — ^the  deprivation  of  such  a  patron — made  the  whole  society  of  book- 

ooUectors  tremble  and  turn  pale.    Men  began  to  look  sharply  into  their  libraries, 

and  to  cast  a  distrustful  eye  upon  those  who  came  to  consult  and  to  copy :  for 

the  spirit  of  Cotton,  like  the  ghost  of  Hamlet's  father,  was  seen  to  walk,  before 

cock-crow,  along  the  galleries  and  balconies  of  great  collections,  and  to  bid  the 

owners  of  them  "remember  and  beware"  !— But  to  return.    The  library  of  this 

distingpushed  bibliomaniac  continued  under  sequfsstration  some  time  after  his 

death,  and  was  preserved  entire,  with  difficulty,  during  the  shock  of  the  civil 

vam.    In  the  year  1712,  it  was  removed  to  Essex  House,  in  Essex-street,  Strand, 

where  it  continued  till  the  year  1730,  when  it  was  conveyed  back  to  Westminster, 

Mid  deposited  in  Little  Dean's  Yard.    In  October,  1781,  broke  out  that  dreadful 

^1  which  Heame  {Benedict.  Alibai.,  vol.  i.,  prssf.  p.  xvi.)  so  pathetically  deplores ; 

^d  in  which  the  nation  so  generally  sympathized — as  it  destroyed  and  mutilated 

^Qaoypredous  volumes  of  this  collection.    Out  of  958  volumes,  87  were  destroyed, 

*Qd  105  damaged.    In  the  year  1758  the  library,  to  the  honour  of  the  age,  and 

^ihe  only  atonement  which  could  be  made  to  the  injured  name  of  Cotton,  as 

^^U  3a  to  the  efFectual  laying  of  his  perturbed  spirit — ^was  purchased  by  par- 

j^eM^tp  and  transported  within  the  quiet  and  congenial  abode  of  the  Bbitish 

^09^t73€  :  and  here  may  it  rest,  unabused,  for  revolving  ages !    The  collection 

^^^  conttdKii  26,000  articles.    Consult  Mr.  Planta's  neatly  written  preface  to  the 

^^c^Tue  of  the  same  ;  vide  p.  89,  267,  ante.    And  thus  take  we  leave  of  the 

*^»Aoa^DJOTable  bibliomaniac.  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  Knt. 
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there  he  carried  with  him  his  harts ^  and  made  another's 
abode  his  own. 

Equally  celebrated  for  literary  zeal,  ^and  yet  more  for 
bibliomaniacal  enthusiasm,  was  the  famous  Sir  Thomas 
BoDLBY ;  whose  account  of  himself,  in  Primes  Wartim 
qf  Devan^  and  particularly  in  one  of  Heame*M  pMbScth 
Hans,*  can  never  bo  read  without  transport  by  an  affeo 


*  There  are  few  subjeots— to  the  bibliomaniao  in  general— «ad  partieiikrix  li 
one,  who,  like  the  auUior  of  this  work,  numbers  himself  among  the  dutilU  hbi 
of  the  FAIR  Oxonian  hothbr— that  can  afford  a  higher  gratiftcatioa  than  tb 
history  of  the  Bodleian  librabt,  which,  like  Virgil's  desoription  of  funa^ 


«« 


Soon  grew  from  pigmy  to  gigantic  ttsa." 


The  reader  is  therefore  here  informed,  as  a  necessary  preliminazy  piece  of  Mil- 
ligence,  that  the  present  note  will  be  more  monstrous  than  any  preceding  cm  at 
a  similar  nature.    Let  him,  however,  take  oourage,  and  only  Tentore  to  ^  Ui 
feet  in  the  margin  of  the  lake,  and  I  make  little  doubt  but  that  he  will  jo|iMI| 
plunge  in,  and  swim  across  it.    Of  tho  parentage,  birth,  and  education  el  Bsdl^y 
there  seems  to  be  no  necessity  for  entering  into  the  detaiL    The  moonmeBtvllBh 
he  has  erected  to  his  memory  is  lofty  enough  for  eyery  eye  to  behold ;  and  Umrl 
upon  may  be  read  the  things  most  deserving  of  being  known.    How  long  Ikt 
subject  of  his  beloved  library  had  occupied  his  attention  it  is  perhapa  el 
difficulty  and  unimportance  to  know ;  but  his  determination  to  cany  tUs 
plan  into  effect  is  thus  pleasingly  communicated  to  us  by  his  own  pen  :  "  iibm  I 
had,  I  say,  in  this  manner,  represented  to  my  thoughts,  my  peculiar  estate^  I  re* 
solved  thereupon  to  possess  my  soul  in  peace  all  the  residue  of  my  days ;  to  take 
my  full  farewell  of  state  employments ;  to  satirfy  my  mind  with  that  medioerilj 
of  worldly  living  that  I  have  of  my  own,  and  so  to  retire  me  from,  the  Conii; 
which  was  the  epilogue  and  end  of  all  my  actions  and  endeavours,  of  aaj  im- 
portant note,  till  I  came  to  the  age  of  fifty-three  years." — "  Examining  azaeUy, 
for  the  rest  of  my  life,  what  courso  I  might  take  ;  and,  having,. aa  I  thM^ht 
sought  all  the  ways  to  the  wood,  I  concluded,  at  the  last,  to  set  np  my  ataif  at 
THE  LIBRART  DOOR  IN  OxoN,  bping  thoroughly  persuaded,  in  my  eotitnda 
surcease  from  the  commonwealth  affairs,  I  could  not  busy  myself  to  betl 
pose  than  by  reducing  that  place  (which  then  in  every  part  lay  minaied 
waste)  to  the  public  use  of  Students."  Prince's  Worthies  of  Devon,  p.  95,  edit^  ISlft. 
Such  being  the  reflections  and  determination  of  Sir  Thomas  Bodley,  1m  thai 
yentured  to  lay  open  his  mind  to  the  heads  of  the  University  of  Oxford : 

"  To  the  Vice-chancellor  {Dr,  Jtavis)  of  Oxon ;  aboiU  rettoring  the  jnthlie  liSfwy. 

(This  letter  was  published  in  a  convocation  holden  March  %  1507) 
Sir, 

Although  you  know  me  not,  as  I  snpposey  yet  for  tlia  fer- 
thering  an  offer,  of  evident  utility,  to  your  whole  university,  I  will  not  ba  tea 
scrupulous  in  craving  your  assistance.  I  have  been  always  of  a  mind  that  If 
God,  of  his  goodness,  should  make  me  able  to  do  any  thing,  for  the  bsDaftt  of 
posterity,  I  would  shew  some  token  of  affection,  that  I  have  ever  mon  borae^  to 
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donate  son  of  oar  Oxrord  Alma  loafer.  View  this  illus- 
trious bibliomaniac,  with  his  gentleman-like  air,  and 
expressive  countenance,  superintending:,  with  the  zeal 
fa  Custom-house  officer,  the  shipping,  or  rather  barging, 

M  of  good  lsara<Dg.  I  know  my  portlacig  too  glendsr  ta  tMrfarm,  for 
B  present,  uif  Bniwerable  act  to  my  viltingr  diBprnrition :  but  yet,  to  noti^ 
la  |Mut  of  my  deMre  in  that  behalf,  I  have  rsiolved  thus  to  deal.  Where  there 
b  been  heretofore  n  public  library  iii  Orford,  which,  you  know,  id  apparent 
roam  itself  remoiniug,  and  by  your  statute  recurda,  I  will  take  the  chuge 
it  upoD  me  to  roducs  it  again  to  his  toriuer  use  :  and  to  make  it  fit  and 
I,  with  seats,  and  ahelvei,  aod  denka,  and  all  that  may  be  needfull,  to 
■tir  ap  other  men's  beuevolenoe,  to  help  to  fumiih  it  with  books.  And  this  I 
purpose  to  begin,  as  hooq  as  timber  oan  be  gotten,  to  the  intent  that  you  may 
n>p  aomespeedy  profit  of  my  project.  And  where  before,  as  I  conoeive,  it  wia 
to  be  reputed  but  a  atore  of  books  of  divers  benefactors,  because  it  never  had 
may  Luting  oltowancs,  for  augmentation  of  the  number,  or  supply  of  books  de- 
tsiyed  1  whereby  H  coma  to  psse  that,  whan  thosa  that  were  in  being  were  either 
w>(t«d  or  embeielled,  the  whole  foundation  name  to  ruin  t— to  meet  with  that 
inoonreDienue,  f  will  so  provide  hereafter  (if  Ood  do  not  binder  my  present  de- 
li^)  as  you  shall  be  still  assured  of  a  standing  annual  rent,  to  be  disbursed  eveiy 
year  Id  buying  of  books,  in  officers' stipends,  and  other  pertinent  ocowdons,  witb 
wbiob  provision,  and  some  order  for  the  prosorrattoD  of  the  place,  and  of  the 
furniture  of  it,  from  acouatomed  ibuBes,  it  may,  perhaps.  In  time  to  eone,  prova 
a  notable  trcaiure  for  the  multitude  of  volumes ;  an  excellent  benefit  for  the  ubb 
■ad  aoae  of  students  ;  and  n  singular  ornament  in  the  Univeraity.  I  am,  thsre- 
fore,  to  intreat  you,  because  1  will  do  nothing  without  their  public  approbation, 
fo  deliver  this,  that  I  have  uguifiod,  in  that  good  sort,  that  you  think  meet :  and 
wben  you  please  to  let  me  know  their  acceptation  of  my  offer,  I  will  bo  ready 
to  offset  it  with  all  convenient  eipedition.  But,  for  the  better  eHecting  of  it,  I  do 
ilinii  II  la  be  informed  whether  the  Unirentity  be  suOicieotly  qualified,  byUcenoa 
of  Hortmain,  or  other  aaaiirance,  to  receive  a  farther  grant  of  any  rent  or  annuity 
thaa  they  do  presently  enjoy.  And,  if  any  instrumcnta  be  extant  of  the  ancient 
donatioiuta  their  fonncr  library,  I  would,  with  their  good  likln|{,  see  a  transoript 
of  them  :  and  likewise  of  such  statutes  as  were  devised  by  the  founders,  or 
■ftarwaidfl  by  others  for  the  iitoge  of  thobooliB,  Which  is  now  as  much  as  I  can 
tbiuk  on,  wbereunto,  at  your  good  leisure,  1  would  request  your  friendly  answer. 
Aad,  if  it  lie  in  my  ability  l«  deserve  your  puni  in  that  behalf,  although  wo  be 
not  yet  acquainted,  youshall  find  me  very  forward.  From  London,  Feb.  23, 1S97- 

IYour  affectionate  f riund, 
.  Tao.  BOBLKT." 

[  Id  the  Baatar  following,  "  Mr.  Bodley  came  to  Oxford  to  view  the  place  on 
irillclihe  intended  his  boonty,  and  making  them  a  mode)  of  the  design  with  the 
bclp  of  Mr.  Saville.  Warden  of  Morton  College,  ordered  that  the  room,  or  place 
of  stowage,  for  l>ooks,  should  be  new  planked,  and  that  benches  and  repositories 
t«  bookssbould  be  setup,"  Wood's  .iManiiofrt--  UniwrsUy,  yo\  ii„pt.Ii.,  p.  WO- 
Tb»  worthy  founder   then   pursued  his  epistolary  intercourae   with  the   Vioe- 
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of  his  books  for  the  grand  library  which  is  now  called 
by  his  OWN  name  !  Think  upon  his  acdvity  in  writing 
to  almost  every  distinguished  character   of  the    realm: 


*'ToMr.  Vux  Ckaneellar. 


"Sia, 


I  find  myielf  greatly  beholden  onto  70a  for  the  speed  tliii 
you  hare  used  in  proposing  my  offer  to  the  whole  Univerritj,  which  I  elao  heer 
by  diren  friends  was  greatly  graced  in  their  meeting  with  your  oonrteoas  w~* 
Rpeeches.    And  though  their  answer  of  acceptance  were  orer  theokfnl  ^«*i  te- 
spectiTe ;  yet  I  take  it  unto  me  for  a  singnlar  comfort,  thai  it    oeme   for  *i«*^ 
affection,  whose  thanks  in  that  behalf  I  do  esteem  a  great  deal   more  than  thej 
haye  reason  to  esteem  a  far  better  offer.    In  which  respect  I  have  ntomed  m j 
dutiful  acknowledgement,  which  I  beseech  yoa  to  present^  when  joa  aheU  call  a 
conyocation,  about  some  matter  of  greater  moment.    Booauae  their  letter  was  in 
Latin,  methought  it  did  enforce  me  not  to  show  myself  a  tmant,  by  attempting 
the  like,  with  a  pen  out  of  practice  :  which  yet  I  hope  they  will    *>Ti*nim  with  a 
kind  construction  of  my  meaning.    And  to  the  intent  they  may  pewseite  that 
my  good  will  is  as  forward  to  perform  as  to  promise,  and  that  I  paipoee  to  ahew 
it  to  their  best  contontation,  I  do  hold  it  yery  requisite  that  some  few  should  be 
deputed  by  the  rest  of  the  House  to  consider,  for  the  whole,  of  the  fittest  kind  of 
f acture  of  desks,  and  other  furniture  ;  and  when  I  shall  oome  to  Ozfon],  which  I 
determine,  God  willing,  some  time  before  Easter,  I  will  then  acquaint  the  self 
same  parties  with  some  notes  of  a  platform,  which  I  and  Mr.  Savile  have  oon- 
ceiyed  here  between  us :  so  that,  meeting  altogether,  we  shall  soon  resolTe  upon 
thejbest,  as  well  for  shew,  and  stately  form,  as  for  ci^Munty  and  strengthj  and  00a- 
modity  of  students.    Of  this  my  motion  I  would  pray  you  to  takeeome  mytiee  in 
particular,  for  that  my  letter  herewith  to  your  public  assembly  doth  rafer  itself  la 
part  to  your  delivery  of  my  mind.    My  ohiefost  care  is  now,  the  while,  how  to 
season  my  timber  as  soon  as  possible.    For  that  which  I  am  offered  by  the  ^pttyjal 
favour  of  Merton  College,  although  it  were  felled  a  great  while  ainoe,  yet  of  Ibrae 
it  will  require,  after  time  it  is  sawed,  a  convenient  seasoning ;  least  by  wi^Hwg  too 
much  haste,  if  the  shelves  and  seats  should  chance  to  waip;,  it  might  pivfe  to  bs 
an  eyesore,  and  cost  in  a  manner  cast  away.    To  gain  some  time  in  that  iwanL 
I  have  already  taken  order  for  setting  sawyers  a-work,  and  for  proonring  be> 
sides  all  other  materials  ;  wherein  my  diligence  and  speed  shall  bear  me  witaoi 
of  my  willingness  to  accomplish  all  that  I  pretend,  to  every  man's  good  HU^. 
And  thus  I  leave  and  commend  you  to   God's  good  tuition.    Trom.  LflndTj 
March  19,    97 

Your  assured  to  use  in  all  your  occasions, 

Tho.  Bodut." 

Neither  this  nor  the  preceding  letter  are  published  in  Mr.  Gatoh's  valnafals 
edition  of  Wood's  origfinal  text :  but  are  to  be  found,  as  wall  as  every  ott«  h> 
formation  here  subjoined,  in  Heame's  edition  of /oA.  Cw^frtU,  Ac,  cb'/M,  Gi$tlta^ 
vol.  ii.,  pp.  612  to  645.  We  will  next  peruse  the  curious  list  of  the  first 
to  the  Bodleian  Library. 

My  Lord  qfJBuex:  about  300  volumes  :  greater  part  in  folio. 
Mjf  Lard  Chamherlain :  100  volumes,  all  in  a  manner  new  bonn^  wilb 
arms,  and  a  great  part  in  folio. 
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soliciting,   ui^Tiinf,  arguing,   entreating  for  their  support 
towards   his   magnificent    establishment ;  and,   moreover, 

TAeLoriMiMaeiiU:  66  costlr  great  Tolumon,  io  folio;  all  bongbt  of  set  pur- 

poM,  uid  fairl;  bound  with  his  amu. 
Tit  I/ird  Lumltg :  40  ralumes  in  folio. 
Sir  Robrrt  Sidney;  102  oew  volumw  in  folio,  to  tbe  value  of  ono  buodred 

pomidi,  being  all  very  fiur,  tmd  eapedally  veil  bound  witb  his  amis. 
Jferttm  Colle/e  ;  38  TolnmoH  of  dngular  good  books  in  folio,  Sx. 
Mr.  Plaiip  ScvdamoT  :  fSOTolumiH:  great«Et  part  in  folia, 
Mr.  William  Gent :  100  volumes  nt  the  toast. 
llr.  Lavmur.  Bodley :    37  very  fair  and  nen  bought  books  in  folio.     (There 

were  seTen  other  doDations—in  money,  from  4  to  101.) 
Another  list  of  beaefiwtors ;  read 
Sir  J<Aii  ForUtcse,  Eat.  :    47  Tolumea  ; 

aingulu  worth. 
Jfr.  Jo.  Crooit :  Recorder  of  the  City  of  London 

35  are  in  folio. 


ivoKition,  July  17.  1001. 

'hioh  there  aio  5  Qreek  MSS.  of 

S7  good  volumes  -,  of  which 


^ 


Jlr.  Tiamai  Allen,  rtfdo..  hatli  gJvoD  12  rare  MSS.,  with  a  purpose  to  do  more, 
and  hath  been  ever  a  most  careful  provokor  and  solicitor  of  sundry 
groat  person!  to  beoome  benefaotom. 
Jfr,    Wiiliam  Camden,  by  his  office  Clartiititu :   7  volumes ;   of  .vbicb  4  are 

manuscripts. 
Mr.    Thamai  Jama,   of  Nob  College  :    100  volumes:    almost  all  in  folio,  and 
sundry  good  mauussripts.     Witb  about  SO  other  docBtiooi,  chiofly 
in  money. 
To  Dr.  Raves,  Vico-Chano.  (Bead  in  Convoo.  May  10, 1802.) 
A  yet  hiTger,  and  more  complete,  liat  will  be  found  in  Mr.  Outch'a  publica- 
tion of  Wood's  text.    Let  us  next  observe  how  this  dUtinguiahed  bibliomaniac 
■eisad  every  opportunity — laying  embargoes  upon  barges  and  carriage* — (or  the 
conveyance  of  his  book-treasures.     The  ensuing  is  also  in  Mr.  Gutch's  work  r 


(Read  in  Convocation,  Jul;  8,  1608.) 


f  have  sent  down,  by  ■  western  bargo,  all  tbe  books  that  I 
have  of  this  year's  collection,  nbich  I  bave  roriueated  Mr.  James,  and  other  of 
loy  friends,  to  see  safely  brought  from  Burcote,  and  placed  in  the  library.  Sir 
Fnocii  Vera  hath  sent  mo  thii  year  his  accustomed  acnnal  gift  of  ton  pounds. 
The  Iddy  Marj  Vere,  wife  to  Sir  Horaoe  Vere,  in  tbe  timo  of  her  widowhood 
(for  so  iha  is  desired  it  should  be  recordod),  being  called  Mrs.  Hoby,  of  Halee, 
in  Gtonoeitersbire,  hath  given  twenty  pound.  (Bo  then  enumeratea  about  Ifi 
otber  dooation*,  and  thiw  goes  on  :)  Thus  I  thought  meet  to  observe  my  yearly 
eustom,  in  acqoainting  tbe  University  witb  the  increase  of  their  store :  as  ray 
can)  ditt]l  bo  nut,  and  that  very  shortly,  to  endow  thorn  with  that  portion  of 
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soperintendiog  the  erectioo  of  the  bnflding,  as  wdU  as 
examining   the  timbers,    with  the  nicety  of  a    master- 


rvreDoe  and  land  that  I  hare  prorid^l,  whensoewer  God  ihaD  eall  me^  for  tlw 
full  defnjxn«r  of  aoy  charge  that,  by  present  HkelDiood,  the  oonaernitian  off  the 
books,  and  aH  needfnl  allowances  to  the  keeper  and  others,  maj  from  time  to 
time  require.  I  will  send  jou,  moreover,  a  dranght  of  Qertain  statatety  which  I 
hare  radely  oonoeived  abont  the  employment  of  that  rerenDe,  and  for  tbegofsra- 
ment  of  the  library :  not  with  any  mfianing  that  they  should  be  reeeivedy  as 
orders  made  by  me  <for  it  shall  appear  unto  yon  otherwise)  but  as  notea  and 
remembrances  to  abler  persons,  whom  hereafter  yon  may  nonunate  (aa  I  win 
abo  then  request  you)  to  consider  of  those  affairs,  and  so  frame  a  aabstaatial 
form  of  goTemment,  aith  that  which  is  a  foot  is  in  many  thinges  defeotire  for 
preserration  of  the  library :  for  I  hold  it  altogether  fitting  that  the  Uniretsity 
Convocation  should  be  always  possessed  of  an  abst^te  power  to  deiiae  any 
statutes,  and  of  those  to  alter  as  they  list,  when  they  tind  an  oeeasion  of  evidani 
utility.  But  of  these  and  other  points,  when  I  send  you  my  projeefc^  I  will  both 
write  more  of  purpose,  and  impart  unto  you  freely  my  best  oogHaftioiiBv  being 
evermore  desirous,  whatsoever  may  concern  your  public  good,  to  piroeare  and 
advance  it  so,  to  the  uttermost  of  my  power  :  as  now  in  the  meanwhile^  nmiiid- 
ing  unto  you  my  fervent  affection,  I  rest  for  any  service. 

Your  most  assured,  at  commandment^ 

London,  June  30, 160S.  THa  Boxxunx." 

In  a  letter  to  his  ''dearest  friends.  Doctor  Kinge,  Vioe-Chanoelkwv  the 
Doctors,  Proctors,  and  the  rest  of  the  Convocation  House  in  Oxon,"  (lOCh  Jusr, 
1609)  after  telling  them  how  he  had  secured  certain  landed  taoyeity  for 
the  payment  of  the  salaries  and  other  expenses  attendant  upon  the  lihmyp 
Sir  Thomas  thus  draws  to  a  conclusion  :  "  Now  because  I  presappoae  that  yoQ 
take  little  pleasure  in  a  tedious  letter,  having  somewhat  besidea  to  impart  unto 
you,  I  have  made  it  known  by  word  to  Mr.  Viceohancellor,  wlu>y  I  know,  wH 
not  fail  to  acquaint  you  with  it :  as  withall  I  have  intreaied  him  to  supply,  in  my 
behalf,  all  my  negligent  omissions,  and  defective  form  of  thanki^  for  all  yoor 
public  honours,  entertainments,  letters,  gifts,  and  other  graces  oonfarred  upon 
me,  which  have  so  far  exceeded  the  compass  of  my  merits  that»  where  befoie  I 
did  imagine  that  nothing  could  augment  my  zealous  inclination  to  your  genonl 
good,  now  methinks  I  do  feel  it  (as  I  did  a  great  while  since)  was  very  highly  aqg- 
monted  :  insomuch  as  I  cannot  but  shrive  mysolf  thus  freely  and  soothly  milo 
you,  That,  albeit,  among  a  number  of  natural  imperfections,  I  have  least  ai  all 
offended  in  the  humour  of  ambition,  yet  now  so  it  is,  that  I  do  aomewliat  repent 
mo  of  my  too  much  niceness  that  way  :  not  as  carried  with  an  appetite  to  lake 
more  riches  to  mysolf  (wherein,  Qod  is  my  witness,  my  content  b  complete)  but 
only  in  respect  of  my  greedy  desire  to  make  a  livelier  demonstration  of  the  same 
that  1  bear  to  my  common  mothsb,  than  I  have  hitherto  attained  snlBeieBt 
ability  to  put  in  execution.  With  which  unfeigned  testification  of  my  devotian 
unto  you,  and  with  my  daily  fervent  prayers  for  the  endless  prosperity  of  your 
joint  endoavoura,  in  that  whole  institution  of  your  public  library,  I  will  okiae  up 
this  letter,  and  rest,  as  I  shall  ever. 

Yours,  in  all  loving  and  dutiful  affection, 

Ix>ndon,  May  31,  1609.  Thomab  BaDUT."* 


THE  DRAWING  ROOM.  275 

carpenter! — ^Thmk  of  this;  and  when  you  walk  under 
the  g^ye  and  appropriately-ornamented  roof,  which 
tells  you   that    you    are  within    the    precincts   of   the 

The  following;,  which  is  also  in  Mr.  Gutch's  publication,  shews  the  laudable 
restlessness,  and  insatiable  ambition,  of  our  yenerable  bibliomaniac,  in  ransacking 
foreign  libraries  for  the  completion  cd  his  own. 

**  To  the  Hi^  Wonhijufitil  Mr.  D.  SingleUm^  Viceehaneellor  of  the  Univer- 

iity  ofOxtm, 
(Read  in  Conyocation,  Nor.  9,  1611.) 
"Sib, 

About  some  three  years  past,  I  made  amotion,  here  in 
London,  to  Mr.  Pindar,  Consul  of  the  Company  of  English  Merchants  at 
Aleppo  (a  famous  port  in  the  Turk's  dominions)  that  he  would  use  his  best  means 
to  procure  me  some  books  in  the  Syriao,  Arabic,  Turkish,  and  Persian .  tongues, 
or  in  any  other  language  of  those  Eastern  nations  :  because  I  make  no  doubt  but, 
in  prooeas  of  time,  by  the  extraordinary  diligence  of  some  one  or  other  student, 
they  may  be  readily  understood,  and  some  special  use  made  of  their  kind  of 
learning  in  those  parts  of  the  world  :  and  where  I  had  a  purpose  to  reimburse  all 
the  chaige  that  might  grow  thereupon,  he  sent  of  late  unto  me  20  several 
Tolumes  in  the  foresaid  tongues,  and  of  his  liberal  disposition  hath  bestowed  them 
freely  on  the  library.  They  are  manuscripts  all  (for  in  those  countries  the} 
have  no  kind  of  printing)  and  were  valued  in  that  place  at  a  very  high  rate.  I 
will  send  them,  ere  be  long,  praying  you  the  while  to  notify  so  much  unto  the 
University,  and  to  move  them  to  write  a  letter  of  thanks,  which  I  will  find  means 
to  convey  to  his  hands,  being  lately  departed  from  London  to  Constantinople. 
Whether  the  letter  be  indited  in  Latin  or  English,  it  is  not  much  mAterial,  but 
yet,  in  my  conceit,  it  will  do  best  to  him  in  English." 

(The  remainder  of  this  letter  is  devoted  to  a  scheme  of  building  the  public 
schools  at  Oxford ;  in  which  Sir  Thomas  found  a  most  able  and  cheerful  coad- 
jutor, in  one.  Sir  Jo.  Benet ;  who  seems  to  have  had  an  extensive  and  powerful 
oonnectbn,  and  who  set  the  scheme  on  foot,  "  like  a  true  affected  son  to  his 
AHcnxNT  MOTHER,  with  a  cheerful  propension  to  take  the  charge  upon  him 
witiiout  groaning.*') 

In  April  1585,  Queen  Elisabeth  gfranted  Sir  Thomas  "a  passport  of  safe  con- 
veyance to  Denmark ;  and  wrote  a  letter  to  the  King  of  Denmark  of  the  same 
6alUd,  within  two  days.  She  wrote,  also,  a  letter  to  Julius,  Duke  of  Brunswick  of 
the  same  date  :  in  which  the  evils  that  were  then  besetting  the  Christian 'world 
abroad  were  said  to  be  rushing  suddenly,  as  **  from  the  Trojan  Horse."  "These 
three  letters  (observes  Mr.  Baker  to  his  friend  Heame)  are  only  copies,  but  very 
fairly  wrote,  and  seem  to  have  been  duplicates  kept  by  him  that  drew  the 
original  letters." 

We  will  peruse  but  two  more  of  these  Bodleian  epistles,  which  Hearae  very 
properly  adds  as  an  amusing  appendix,  as  well  to  the  foregoing,  as  to  his 
ReligniiB  Bodleianoi  (1708,  8vO).  They  are  written  to  men  whose  names  must 
ever  be\ield  in  high  veneration  by  all  worthy  bibliomaoacs. 

"  Sir  Tho.  BodUy  to  Sir  Robert  Cotton.    {Ex.  Bibl.  CotUn^.) 

"Sib, 

T  was  thrice  to  have  seen  you  at  your  house,  but  had  not 
the  hap  to  find  you  at  home.    It  was  only   to  know  how  you  hold  your  old 

T   2 
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Bodleian  Library,  pay  obeisance  to  the  portrait 
of  the  founder,  an4  hold  converse  with  his  gentle 
spirit  that  dwells  therein ! 

Lis.  Alas,  you  bring  to  my  mind  those  precious  hours 
that  are  gone  by,  never  to  be  recalled,  which  I  wasted 
within  this  glorious  palace  of  Bodley's  erection  !  How 
I  sauntered,  and  gazed,  and  sauntered  again. — 

Phil.  Your  case  is  by  no  means  singular.  Bat  yon 
promise,  when  you  revisit  the  library,  not  to  bdiave  so 
naughtily  again  ? 


iniontioii  for  helping  to  furaish  the  Unirenity  Library :  where  I  purpoao,  God 
wflUng,  io  place  all  the  books  that  I  have  hitherto  gathered,  within  thew  three 
weeks.  And  whatsoever  any  man  shall  confer  for  the  storing  of  it^  sueh  oHer 
is  taken  for  a  due  memorial  of  his  gift  as  I  am .  persuaded  be  oaanofc  any  way 
receive  a  greater  contentment  of  any  thing  to  the  valae  otherwise  beaieweil 
Thns  much  I  thought  to  signify  unto  yon  :  and  to  request  yoa  to  hear  hov 
you  rest  affected. 

Tours,  to  use  in  any  oonnritm. 
From  my  house,  June  6.  Tho.  Boduv." 

"  Sir  Henry  Saviie  to  Sir  It{oberi^  C{oUim). 

"SiB, 

«  I  have  made  Mr.  Bodley  acquainted  with  your  Icbid  md 
IHendly  offer,  who  accepteth  of  it  in  most  thankful  manner :  and  if  it  pleaaoth 
you  to  appoint  to-morrow  at  afternoon,  or  upon  Monday  or  ^esdaj  noxt^  at 
some  hour  likewise  after  dinner,  we  will  not  fail  to  be  with  you  at  your  hoiae 
for  that  purpose.  And  remember  I  give  you  fair  warning  that  if  yon  hold  any 
book  so  dear  as  that  you  would  be  loth  to  have  him  out  of  your  s(g^t,  set  him 
aside  before  hand.  For  my  own  part^  I  will  not  do  that  wrong  to  my 
judgment  as  to  chuse  of  the  worst,  if  better  be  in  place  :  and,  beside^  yoa  woold 
account  me  a  simple  man. 

But  to  leave  jesting,  we  will  any  of  the  days  come  to  you,  leaving,  as  giwt 
reason  is,  your  own  in  your  own  power  freely  to  retain  or  diqpooe.    Tttm  it  is 
that  I  have  raised  some  expectation  of  tho  quality  of  your  gift  in  Mr.  Bodkj, 
whom  you  shall  find  a  gentleman  in  all  respects  worthy  of  your  aoqnalntaDeSb 
And   BO,    with  my    best   commendations,  I  commit  you  to  God.    TUm  8t 
Peter's  day. 

Your  very  assured  iiiMid, 

Hbhbt  SaTOA" 

It  only  remains  now  to  indulge  the  dutiful  sons  of  AuiA  Matib  wifli  a 
simile  wood-cut  impression  of  the  profile  of  the  venerable  founder  el  fha 
leian  library,  taken  from  a  print  of  a  medal  in  the  CakUogi  lAbromm 
acripUn-um  AngluK,  dx.,  1697,  fol.  ;  but  whether  it  have  any  reaemblanoslo 
.  bust  of  him,  **  carved  to  the  life  by  an  excellent  hand  at  London,  and 
after  placed  in  a  niche  in  the  south  wall  of  the  same  library,*'  with  the  ■ 
inscription,  I  cannot  at  this  moment  recollect 
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Lis.    I  was  Dot  then  a  convert  to*  the  Bibliomania! 
Now,  I  will  certainly  devote  the  leisure  of  six  autniuDal 


THOMAS  UOKVIU.UB  D 


0  B^Uin  ADKATO 


7%a  Ubnrj  of  Sir  ThomM  Bodlqr,  wheo  oompleted,  formod  Uie  Sgura  of  a  T : 

/t  ir»BB    BftOTwsrda  riwolT«d,  on  Hie  booki  aomimiilAtiDg,  and  tlie  beoafutitini 

*'^uj  iiMiilimt,  to  flniih  It  Id  the  [onn  of  u  H  ;  in  which  state  It  an*  remaiiis.    Sir 

^'^^ZB^klmEHgby,  like  a  thonmgh  bred  bibUomaniac,  "gave  fifty  veiy  good  oakt, 

.*^  f:yc^^-«xbai«  a  pieoe  of  ground  of  Eiatar  Collets,  laying  oa  the  aoith  west  aide  ot 

Jr^«     Ubaraiy ;  on  which,  and  their  own  ground  adjoioiiig,  thej  might  erect  Uie 

O'tis.K'i^  fabrio."    The  laying;  ot  the  foundation  of  thia  erection  u  thm  deMrfted  liy 

1 1 1  ■  a  B  ;    coDolading  with  a  oataatrophe,  at  which  I  aadly  fear  the  wioksd  reader 

*^)I   ^TKzafU.    "On  the  thirteenth  of  Hay,  being  Tuesday,  1S34,  Uie  Vice^ohan- 

2^1)c*K->    XDoctora,  Heads  of  Honsea,  and  Frootors,  met  at  St.  Mary's  chnroh  about 

"f  ^Kx^  dock  in  the  morning ;  thence  eaoh,  baring  liis  respectlre  tormalitiei  on 

^<ti^    -Cio  this  place,  and  took  their  seale  that  wore  then  erected  on  the  brim  of  th« 

""^^^  —  't'-i-oD.    Orer  against  tbero  was  built  a  scaffold,  where  the  two  proctors,  with 

4i*er^    ixsaHters,  stood.     After  Ihoy  wore  all  settled,  the  Uniiersity  HusioiaDs,  who 

*^oocl    mx2>on  the  leads  at  the  west  end  of  the   library,  Miitnded  a  leaaoc  on  their 

^rtaA    zniXBio.     Which  being  done,  the  nnglDg  meo  of  Christ- Church,  with  others, 

"*%    ^    J**aaon,  after  which  the  senior  Proctor,  Hr.  Herbert  Pelbam,  of  Hagdaleu 

vwlagf^,    lELade  aa  eloquent  oration  :   that  being  ended  also,  the  mosic  sounded 

'E™'*   ^^n«l  conliniMd  playing  till  the  Vico-Chanoallor  went  to  Uie  bottom  of  the 
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weelu  to  examine  minutely  some  of  the  precions  tomes 
which  are  contained  in  it. 

Lysand.  Very  good.  And  pray  favour  us  with  the 
result  of  your  profound  researches:  as  one  would  like 
to  have  the  most  minute  account  of  the  treasures  con- 
tained within  those  hitherto  unnumbered  volumes. 

Phil.  As  every  sweet  in  this  world  is  balanced  by  its 
bitter,  I  wonder  that  these  worthy  characters  were  not 
lampooned  by  some  sharp-set  scribbler  —  whose  only 
chance  of  getting  perusers  for  his  work,  and  therdiy 
bread  for  his  larder,  was  by  the  novelty  and  impndaice 
of  his  attacks.  Any  thing  new  and  preposterons  is  suve 
of  drawing  attention.  Affirm  that  you  see  a  man  stand- 
ing upon  one  leg,  on  the  pinnacle  of  Saint  Paul's* — w 
that  the  ghost  of  Inigo  Jones  had  appeared  to  yon,  to 
give  you  the  extraordinary   information  that  Sir  Christo- 

fnundation  to  lay  tho  first  atone  in  oae  of  the  Math  tnglo.  Bat  do  tooDtr  had 
he  dsposited  &  piece  of  golil  on  tho  uid  aton^  Aoeording  le  Um  uanal  maiinsr  fat 
Buch  corcmonies,  but  the  oortU  (ell  in  tram  one  ^e  of  ths  foaodkUoa,  and  tba 
scaffold  that  vai  theraoo  broko  and  fell  with  it ;  to  th&t  til  thow  th>t  ««• 
tbereon,  to  the  number  of  a  buadred  at  least,  oamelj,  the  Proctora,  Frinoipali  of 
HbUb,  Mastan,  and  some  Bachelaurg,  fell  down  all  together,  ooe  upon  aa<ithar, 
iota  the  fanndstian ;  among  vhoiD,  tha  adder 
butlsr  of  Eieter  College  had  hii  iboulder  hnAoi 
or  put  out  of  joint,  aodaacfaalar'aanabniuad.' 
"Tha  ■olemnity  being  thni  oonclodad  with 
Buoh  n  sad  cataatrophs,  the  breach  was  •ooa  afUr 
mada  up  and  the  wot^  going  cheaifully  fotwaid, 
waa  in  four  yean  apace  finjehed."  AmaaU^^ 
UniwTtitg  qf  Ojfard;  toI.  U.,  pk  IL,  p.  SSL 
.  Outch'a  edition.  We  wiU  take  leaTS  cf  8a 
Tboiiab  Boslet,  and  ot  hli  oobla  iaatitalk^ 
nith  the  aubjoined  npraaentatioii  of  tba  Dt^ 
voreity'a  Anna—  aa  pointed  upon  the  ceOiBg  af 
tho  library,  in  Innumerable  oompartment* ;  hop- 
ing that  the  period  ia  not  tdtj  romoto  whan  s 
BuHory  qf  Iht  Bodltiia,  LAnrf,  mora  aople 
^^—^^^  and  completa  than  any  thing  whloli  hoa  preoalid 

it,  will  app^j^eflied  to  a  Calalogiitqftlii  Boob,  like  unto  that  whioh  U  hfartid 
at,  p.  74,  ant«,  aa  "on  urgent  desideratum." 

•  Thia  is  now  oftentimea  practiaod  by  aoma  wag,  in  hia  "  Waltt  ia  PomIm." 
Wbuthor  the  eame  anecdote  is  recorded  in  the  HtUo  alim  pamphlat  pnbliahad  h 
1604,  4to.,  imder  tho  eftme  title— not  baring  the  woi*-<and  Indead  haw  AnU 
U  ^du  JiiU.  JUtd,  n- .  32i6,  CHmpt-aiUn  I  cannot  take  upon  ne  to  ^  ' 
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pher  Wren  had  stolen  the  whole  of  the  plan  of  that  ca- 
thedral from  a  design  of  his  own — and  do  you  not  think 
that  you  would  have  spectators  and  auditors  enough 
around  you? 

Lis.  Yes,  verily:  and  I  warrant  some  half-starved 
scrivener  of  the  Elizabethan  period  drew  his  envenomed 
dart  to  endeavour  to  perforate  the  cuticle  of  some  worthy 
bibliomaniacal  wight. 

Lysand.  You  may  indulge  what  conjectures  you 
{dease;  but  I  know  of  no  anti-bibliomaniacal  satirist  of 
this  period.  Stubbbs  did  what  he  could,  in  his  "AncUomy 
of  Abuses/'*  to  disturb  every  social  and  harmless 
amusement  of  the  age.  He  was  the  forerunner  of  that 
snarling  satirist,  Prynne;  but  I  ought  not  thus  to  cuff 
him,  for  fear  of  bringing  upon  me  the  united  indignation 
of  a  host  of  black-letter  critics  and  philologists.  A 
large  and  clean  copy  of  his  sorrily  printed  work  is 
among  the  choicest  treasures  of  a  Shakspearian  virtuoso. 

But  admitting  even  that  Stubbes  had  drawii  his  arrow 
to  the  head,  and  grazed  the  skin  of  such  men  as  Bodley 

^  "  Ths  Akatomib  or  Abuses  :  eontayning  a  diteoverie,  or  britfe  tummarU  qf 
tuck  notable  vicet  and  imprnfeUumt  cu  now  raigne  in  many  Chrittian  Countreyes  qf 
the  Worlde  :  hui  {etpeciallie)  in  a  veryfitmotu  llande  caUed  Ailgna :"  dx,  PrinJUd 
by  lUt^ard  Janet,  1588,  small  8to.  Vidd  Herbert's  Typographical  Antiquities, 
▼oL  tii.,  p.  1044,  for  the  whole  title.  Sir  John  Hawkins,  in  his  Hittory  of  JSiutic, 
▼oliiL,  419,  calls  this  "  a  curious  and  very  scarce  book ;"  and  so  does  my  friend, 
Mr.  Uttenou ;  who  revels  in  his  morocco-coated  copy  of  it — '*£xemplar  olim  Far- 
meriamimr  But  let  us  be  candid ;  and  not  sacrifice  our  better  judgments  to  our 
book-paodons.  After  all,  Stubbes's  work  is  a  caricatured  drawing.  It  has  strong 
passages,  and  a  few  original  thoughts ;  and,  is  moreoyer,  one  of  the  very  few  works 
printed  in  days  of  yore  which  haye  running  titles  to  the  subjects  disciissed  in  them. 
These  may  be  recommendations  with  the  bibliomaniac ;  but  he  should  be  in- 
formed that  this  volume  contains  a  great  deal  of  puritanical  cant,  and  licentious 
language ;  that  vices  are  magnified  in  it  in  order  to  be  lashed,  and  virtues 
diminished  that  they  might  not  be  noticed.  Stut>bes  equals  Prynne  in  his 
anathemas  against  "  Plays  and  Interludes  :"  and  in  his  chapters  upon  "  Dress  " 
and  "  Dancing"  he  rakes  together  every  coarse  and  pungent  phrase  in  order  to 
describe  **  these  horrible  sins  "  with  due  severity.  He  is  sometimes  so  indecent 
that,  for  the  credit  of  the  age,  and  of  a  virgin  reign,  we  must  hope  that  every 
virtuous  dame  threw  the  copy  of  his  book,  which  came  into  her  possession, 
behind  the  fire.  This  may  reasonably  account  for  its  present  rarity.  I  do  not 
discover  it  in  the  catalogues  of  the  libraries  of  Pearson,  Steevent,  or  Brand ; 
but  see  Bibl.  Wrujkt,  n®.  1390. 
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and  Ck)tton,  the  wound  inflicted  by  this  weapon  miiflt 
have  been  speedily  closed  and  healed  by  the  balsamic 
medicine  administered  by  Andrew  Maunsrll,  in  his 
CkUalogue  of  English  Printed  Books.*  This  little  thin 
folio  volume  afibrded  a  delicious  treat  to  all  honest  bib- 
liomaniacs. It  revived  the  drooping  spirits  of  the 
despondent;  and,  like  the  sjrrup  of  the  renowned  Dr. 
Brodum,  circulated  within  the  system,  and  pat  all  die 
generous  juices  in  action.  The  niggardly  collector  felt 
the  influence  of  rivalship;  he  played  a  deeper  stake  at 
book-gambling ;  and  hastened,  by  his  painfully  acquired 
knowledge  of  what  was  curious  and  rare  in  books,  to 
anticipate  the  rustic  collector  —  which  latter,  patting 
the  best  wheels  and  horses  to  his  carriage,  rushed  fiom 
the  country  to  the  metropolis,  to  seize,  at  Maonsdl's 
shop,  a  choice  copy  of  Cranmer's  Bible,  or  MariafB 
Canzonets.f 

*  This  Catalofpie,  the  first  publioation  of  the  kiad  erer  pot  forth  fa  tbb 
country,  is  complete  in  two  parts ;  1595,  folio  :  ftrat  part  oontainlng  1S8  pHsm, 
exclusive  of  three  preliminary  epistles :  the  second,  27  pagM ;  esdodw  of 
three  similar  introductory  pieces.  The  firri  part  is  devoted  entirely  to  "DMnStf : 
and  in  the  dedicatory  epistle  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  liannaell  jteDs  har  maJM^ 
that  he  thought  it  "  worth  his  poor  labour  to  collect  a  catalogue  off  tlM  diviaa 
books,  so  mightily  increased  in  her  reign  ;  whereby  her  mi^esty's  most  laitlilal 
and  loving  subjects  may  be  put  in  remembrance  of  the  works  of  so  eroansot 
authors,  **  &c.  The  second  part  is  devoted  to  a  brief  account  of  books  fa  ths 
remaining  branches  of  literature,  arts,  sciences,  &c.  Maunsell  promlsoH  to  folknr 
it  up  by  a  third  port ;  but  a  want  of  due  encouragement  seems  to  baftt  danpsd 
the  bibliographical  ardour  of  the  compiler  ;  for  this  third  part  never  appasrad  : 
a  circumstance  which,  in  common  with  the  late  Mr.  Steevens,  all  Ubliomaofafls 
may  ''much  lament."  See  the  Athenceum,  vol  L,  155  ;  also  HerbartTs  I^P** 
graphical  Antiquities,  vol  ii.,  p.  1137.  A  copy  of  this  vduma  baa  fdond  tfa 
way  into  the  Advocates'  Library  at  Edinburgh;  Cat  Ad9.  Lihr,,  vol  IL,  pi.  90L 
Ruddiman,  who  was  formerly  the  librarian  of  this  latter  valuable  eoUaotion,  had 
probably  read  Hearne's  commendation  of  it :— namely,  that  it  vaa  "  a  ^wf 
scarce,  and  yet  a  very  usefuf,  book."  Bened,  AbbaL,  voL  L,  p.  UV.  Mr.  Hab« 
possesses  a  curious  copy  of  it,  which  was  formerly  Herbert's,  with  tha  iaai||lna 
mied  with  his  MS.  addenda. 

t  "  Of  the  transition  appointed  to  bee  read  in  ohurohea,  fa  Kfaga  Hamy 
the  8,  his  dales,"  printed  in  the  largest  volume,  1589.  "  Tho.  Moblbt,  BaehOir 
of  Musique,  and  one  of  her  Maiestle's  Royal  Chappell,  kit  CtmmmeU,  or  littia 
short  songes  to  three  voycee.  Prin.  by  Tho.  Est.  1583.  4to.'  See  p.  10.,  pi,  L, 
p.  17.,  pt  ii.,  of  Afaujueirs  Catalog w  ;  but  let  tho  reader  oonsolt  p.  W, 
concerning  this  "  largest  volume  "  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 
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Let  OS,  however,  pot  forget  that  we  have  reached  the 
reign  of  Jambs  I.;  a  monarch  who,  like  Jostiniany 
affected  to  be  '^  greatly  given  to  study  of  books  ;"*  and 
who,  according  to  Burton's  testimony,  wished  he  had 
been  chained  to  one  of  the  shelves  of  the  Bodleian 
library .t  Of  all  literary  tastes,  James  had  the  most 
strange  and  sterile.  Let  us  leave  him  to  his  Demonology  ; 
bat  notice,  with  the  respect  that  it  merits,  the  more 
rational  and  even  elegantly  cultivated  mind  of  his  son 
Prince  Henry  ;:|:  of  whose  passion  for  books  there  aire 
some  good  evidences  upon  record.  We  will  next  proceed 
to  the  mention  of  a  shrewd  scholar  and  bibliomaniac, 
and  ever  active  voyager,  ycleped  Thomas  Coryate,  the 
Peregrine  of  Odcambe.  This  facetious  traveller,  who 
was  as  quaint  and  original  a  writer  as  old  Tom  Fuller, 
appears  (when  he  had  time  and  opportunity)  to  have 
taken  special  notice  of  libraries ;  and  when  he  describes 
to  us  his  '^  worm  eaten  "  copy  of  Jasephus*s  Antiquities,^ 

*  "Greatly  gryuen  to  stody  of  bokys :  *'  ItatidPt  ChroMtU,  or  PtOtyvw  cf 
PeopU,  p.  28,  edit  1811,  4to. 

ir  ^nie  passage  is  somewhere  In  Burton's  AtiaUm^  of  Meckoholy.  But .  I  oan- 
not  just  now,  put  my  finger  upon  it. 

X  Tiie  works  of  KiNO  Jaios  I.  (of  England)  were  published  In  rather  a 
splendid  fbUo  volume  in  the  year  1616.  Amongst  these,  his  Demonology  is  the 
*'  opus  maximum."  Of  his  son  Pbinos  Henbt,  there  is,  in  this  volume,  at  the 
top  of  one  of  the  preliminary  pieces,  a  very  pretty  half  length  portrait ;  when 
he  was  quite  a  boy.  A  charming  whole  length  portrait  of  the  same  accomplished 
character,  when  he  was  a  young  man,  engfraved  by  Paas,  may  be  seen  in  the  first 
folio  edition  of  Drayton's  Polyolbion :  but  this,  the  reader  will  tell  me,  is  mere 
Grangerite  information.  Proceed  we,  therefore,  to  a  pithy,  but  powerful,!  de- 
monstration of  the  bibliomaniacal  character  of  the  said  Prince  Henry.  "  In  the 
paper  office,  there  is  a  book.  No.  24,  containing  Prince  Henry's  privy-purse 
expenoes,  for  one  year,"  &o.  The  whole  expense  of  one  year  was  1400/.  Among 
other  charges,  the  following  are  remarkable  : 

£  f.    d. 

17th  October,  paid  to  a  Frenchman,  that  presented  a  hooi 4  10    0 

20th  October,  paid  Mr.  Holyoak  for  writing  a  Cato/<>^tte  (2^ )  ^  .^     .* 

<*€  Zrtftraiy  which  the  Prince  had  of  Lord  Lumley  ..  .    J      ...    0  W    4 
&a  ko,  &c 

Apology  for  the    Bditjiers    in  the   Shaktpeare-Papert, 
1797,  8vo.,  p.  288. 

• 

§  Look,  gentle  reader,  at  the  entire  ungarbled  passage — amongst  many  similar 
ones  which  may  be  adduced— in  voL  i.,  p.  116,  of  *'  his  Crudities**— or  Travels  : 


282  THE  DRAWING  ROOM. 

"  written  in  ancient  Longobard  characters  in  paich- 
ment/'  one  cannot  but  indulge  a  natural  wish  to  know 
something  of  the  present  existence  of  a  MS.  which  had 
probably  escaped  Oberthiir,  the  last  laborious  editw  of 
Josephus. 

Let  me  here  beseech  you  to  pay  due  attention  to  the 
works  of  Henry  Pbagham,  when  they  come  across  yov. 
The  first  edition  of  that  elegantly  written  volume,  ^  Tht 
Campleat  Oentleman,"  was  published  I  believe  in  the 
reigfn  of  James  I.,  in  the  year  1622. 

LoRBN.  I  possess  not  only  this,  but  every  sabseqimt 
copy  of  it,  and  a  fair  number,  of  copies  of  his  other 
works.  He  and  Braithwait  were  the  ''par  nobOe 
fratrum  "  of  their  day. 

Phil.  I  have  often  been  struck  with  some  coiioafl 
passages  in  Peacham,  relatiag  to  the  Education  of  Yomilfl 

edit.  1776,  8vo.  CoryaVs  talents,  as  a  traTeUer,  are  briefly,  bat  briOfaB^^ 
described  in  the  Quarterly  Review,  toL  iL,p.  92. 

*  The  HiSTOBT  of  the  Eoucatiok  of  Tooth  in  this  country  mlg^  font  a 
amusing  little  octayo  Tolumo.    We  have  Treatitet  and  Ettays  cooogli  upon  tbt 
subject ;  but  a  narrative  of  its  first  rude  efforts,  to  its  present^  yet  not  peifaute^ 
form,  would  be  interesting  to  every  parent,  and  observer  of  faimun  aatan.    My 
present  researches  only  enable  me  to  go  back  as  fiur  asTreviaa'atiiiMy 
the  dose  of  the  14th  century ;  when  I  find,  from  the  works  of  tide 
Berkeley,  that  "  every  friar  that  had  $tate  in  kAooI,  such  as  th^  wera  than^ 
an  HUGE  UBSABT."    BarL  MS&,  n®.  1900.     But  what  theparticolar 
was,  among  youth,  which  thus  so  highly  favoured  the  BiBLiolCAnAt  I  hspt  Ml 
been  able  to  ascertain.    I  suspect,    however,  that  knowledge  mada  but  dbv 
advances ;  or  rather  that  its  progress  was  almost  inverted  ;  for,  at  Urn  mA  il 
the  subsequent  century,  our  worthy  printer,  Cazton,  tells  us  that  ho  found  "M 
few  who  could  write  in  their  registers  the  occurrences  of  the  day."  jPolgUkmitmi 
prol,  Typog.  AntiquiL,  vol  L,  148.    In  the  same  printer^s  prologiiA  ta  CUb 
Magnus  {Id.,  vol  L,  197)  there  is  a  melancholy  complaint  about  the  yoottil 
London ;  who,  although,  when  children,  they  wore  "  itdr,  wise,  and  pnMi^ 
bespoken— at  the  full  ripening,  they  had  neither  kernel  nor  good  com  fonndh 
thoni."     This  is  not  saying  much  for  the  academic  or  domestic  tnatomt  if 
young  gentlemen,  towards  the  close  of  the  15th  century.    At  the  opening  4f  III 
ensuing  century,  a  variety  of  elementary  treatises,  relating  to  the  uJuuatiw  rf 
youth,  were  published  chiefly  under  the  auspices  of  Dean  Oolet,  and 
by  a  host  of  learned  grammarians,  of  whom  honourable  mention  haa  1 
at  page  218,  ante.     These  publications   are  generally  adorned  with  a 
wood-cut ;  which,  if  it  be  copied-from  truth,  affords  a  sufficiently  stiiUqg 
of  the  severity  of  the  ancient  discipline  :  for  the  master  is  usuaUy  seated  ii  % 
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in  our  own  ooimtry  ;  as  I  find,  firom  them>  that  the  com- 
plaint of  severity  of  (UsdpUne  still     continued,  notwith- 


Uufge  ann-ohalr,  with  a  tremendous  rod  aorofls  his  knees ;  and  the  scholars  are 
prostrate  before  him,  either  on  the  ground  upon  bended  knees,  or  sitting  upon 
low  beaches.    Nor  wis  this  rigid  system  relaxed  in  the  middle  of  the  same 
(zTi<^)  century;   when   Roger   Asdiam  composed  his  incomparable   treatise, 
intitled  the  "  SehoUmader  /"  the  object  of  which  was  to  decry  the  same  seyerity 
of  discipline.    This  able  writer  taught  his  countrymen  the  value  of  making  the 
road  to  knowledge  smooth  and  inviting,  by  smiles  and  remunerations,  rather  than 
by  stripes  and  other  punishments.    Indeed,  such  was  the  stem  and  Draoo-like 
<>baracter  which  schodmasterB  of  this  period  conceived  themselves  authorised  to 
assume  that  neither  rank,  nor  situation,  nor  sex,  were  exempt  from  the  exercise 
of  their  tyranny.    Lady  Jane  Grey  tedls  Ascham  that  her  forpaer  teacher  used 
to  give  her  "pinches,  and  cuffs,  and  bobs,"  &c.    The  prefiaoe  to  the  School- 
master informs  us  that  two  gentlemen,  who  dined  with  Ascham  at  Cecil's  table, 
were  of  opinion  that  Nicolas  Udal,  then  head  master  of  Eaton  School,  *'  was 
the  b^et  rfdioolmaster  of  their  time,  and  the  gretUett  beaierf*    Bishop  Latimer, 
in  his  fourth  sermon  (edit.  1562,  fol.  15  to  18),  has  drawn  such  a  picture  of  the 
Londoners  of  this  period  that  the  philosopher  may  imagine  that  youths,  who 
sprung  from  such  parents,  required  to  be  ruled  with  a  rod  of  iron.    But  it  has 
been  the  fashion  of  all  writers,  from  the  age  of  St.  Austin  downwards,  to  de- 
predate the  excellences,  and  magnify  the  vices,  of  the  times  in  which  they  lived. 
Ludovious  Vives,  who  was  Latimer's  contemporary,  has  attacked  both  school- 
masters and  youths,  in  an  ungracious  style ;  saying  of  the  former  that  "  some 
tani^t  Ovid's  books  of  love  to  their  scholars,  and  some  make  expositions  and 
expounded  the  vices."    He  also  calls  upon  the  young  women,  in  the  language 
of  St.  Jerome,  "  to  avoid,  as  a  mischief  or  poison  of  chastity,  young  men  with 
beads  bushed  and  trimmed ;  and  sweet  smelling  skins  (d  outlandish  mice." 
iMtnuHoH  qf  a  CkritUan  Woman;  edit  1592,  sign.  D  8,  reet  ko.    I  am  not 
aware  of  any  woric  of  importance^  relating  to  the  education  of  youth,  which 
appeared  till  the  publication  of  the  CompUed  CfentUman  by  Hxhbt  Piaoham  : 
an  author,  who  richly  deserves  all  the  handsome  thin^  above  said  of  him  in  the 
taxt.    His  chapters  **  Of  ikt  Duty  cf  MomUt*;*  and  **  Qf  iht  Duty  qf  Par&Ut," 
are  valuable  upon  many  accounts  ^inasmuch  as  they  afford  curious  anecdotes  of 
the  system  of  academic  and  domestic  education  then  pursued,  and  are  ac- 
companied with  his  own  sagacious  and  candid  reflections.    Peacham  was  an 
AmhamiU  in  respect  to  lenity  of  duicipline ;  as  the  following  extracts,  from  tiie 
foregoing  work,  (edit.  1661)  will  unequivocally  prove.    Peacham  first  observes 
upon  the  different  modes  of  education :  "  But  we  see  on  the  contrary,  out  of 
the  master's  carterly  judgment,  like  horses  in  a  team,  the  boys  are  set  to  draw 
all  alike,  when  some  one  or  two  prime  and  able  wits  in  the  school,  iufro  8c8aicroi 
(which  he  culs  out  to  admiration  if  strangers  come,  as  a  costardmonger  his  fairest 
pippins)  like  fleet  hovnds  go  away  with  the  game,  when  the  rest  need  helping 
over  a  stile  a  mile  behind :  hence,  being  either  quite  discouraged  in  themselves, 
w  taken  away  by  their  friends  (who  for  the  most  part  measure  their  learning  by 
the  form  they  set  in),  they  take  leave  of  their  books  while  they  live,"  &a  p.  23. 
Some  affoct,  and  severer  schools  enforce,  a  precise  and  tedious  strictness,  in  long 
•aeptqg  the  sohollers  by  the  walls ;  as  from  before  six  in  the  morning,  till  twelve 
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standing  the  able    work  of  Roger  Ascham,  whidi  had 

recommended  a  mild  and    conciliatory  mode    of  treat- 
ment. 


or  paft :  bo  likewise  Id  the  afternoon.    Wliich,  beside  the  dolling  of  the  «it  nd 

dejecting  the  spirit  (for/*  otii  non  minus  quom  negotii  ratio  extare  dehtAT)  hmk 

In  him,  afterwards,  a  kind  of  hate  and  carelessness  of  study  when  he  eooMto 

be  "  sui  juris,"  at  his  own  liberty  (as  experience  proTcs  by  many,  who  m  md 

from  severe  schools  unto  the  uniyorsities) :  withall  over-loading  his  nMBMR7, 

and  taking  off  the  edge  of  his  invention,  with  over  heavy  taakm.  In  thiM^ 

verses,"  &c.,  p.  25.    "Nor  is  it  my  meaning  that  I  would  all  masten  to  h 

tyed  to  one  method,  no  more  than  all  the  shires  of  England  to  come  q>  to 

London  by  one  highway:  there  may  be  many  equally  alike  good.  And  nnoe  wMeU, 

as  one  saiUi,  is  but  iSowoinrue^f  let  every  master,  if  he  can,  by  polling  19  rtfa 

and  hedges,  make  a  more  near  and  private  way  to  himself ;  and  in  God's  aM 

say,  with  ike  divinest  of  poets, 

• 
detirta  per  a»ia  duleii 

Raptat  amor.    Juvat  in  iugU,  qud  nvila  prSomm 

Castauak  moUi  dUmfUwr  orUta  divo.  (pMm.  VHL  4> 

With  sweet  love  rapt,  I  now  by  deserts  pass^ 

And  over  hills  where  never  track  of  yore : 
Descending  easily,  yet  remembered  was. 

That  led  the  way  to  Cabtalis  before. 

"  But  instead  of  many  good,  they  have  infinite  bad ;  and  go  itnmbling  horn 
right,  as  if  they  went  blindfold  for  a  wager.  Hence  oometh  the  ahifting  of 
schoUer  from  master  to  master  ;  who,  poor  boy  (like  a  hoond  among  a 
of  ignorant  hunters  hollowing  every  deer  they  see),  misseth  the  rights 
himself  new  labour,  and  at  last,  by  one  of  dull  and  well  read,  bettfcsB  for 
paines,'*  pp.  29,  80.  Peacham  next  notices  the  extreme  severity  of 
exercised  in  some  schools.  "I  knew  one,  who  in  winter  would  ordiiiari(j,ii  ^ 
cold  morning,  whip  his  boys  over  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  get  himself  ihafe  » 
another  beats  them  for  swearing,  and  aU  the  while  sweares  himself  wUfa  hoB&iP 
oaths.  He  would  forgive  any  fault  saving  that !  I  had,  I  remembeTi  ugatf 
(neer  St.  Alban's  in  Hertfordshire,  where  I  was  bom)  a  master,  who^  by 
entreaty,  wouldf  teach  any  scholler  he  had  farther  than  his  father  had 
before  him ;  as  if  he  had  only  learned  but  to  read  English,  the  flon,  thom^ 
went  with  him  seven  years,  should  go  no  further :  his  reason  wasy  they 
then  prove  saucy  rogues,  and  controle  their  fathers  1  Yet  these  are 
oftentimes  have  our  h'opefull  gentry  under' their  charge  and  tuition,  to  hrisf 
up  in  science  and  civility  1"  p.  27.  This  absurd  system  is  well  contrasted 
the  following  account  of  the  lenity  observed  in  some  of  the  schools  on  ths 
tinent :  "In  Germany  the  school  is,  and  as  the  name  imports,  it  ooglrfc  ti 
merely,  LuDUS  ltterabius,"  a  very  pastime  of  learning,  where  it  is  a 
to  see  a  rod  stirring :  yet  I  heartily  wish  that  our  chiMren  of  icngjini 
half  so  ready  in  writing  and  speaking  Latin,'wbich  boys  of  ten  and  twdfv 
old  wiU  do  so  roundly,  and  with  so  neat  a  phrase  and  style,  that  many  of 
masters  would  hardly  mend  them ;  having  only  for  their  punishment^ 
and  for  their  reward,  praise,"  p.  24.  "Wherefore  I  cannot  but  oommMid 
custome  of  their  schools  In  the  Low-countrios,  whore  for  the  vnj^Sng  of 
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Lysand.  But  you  must  not  believe  every  thing  that 
is  said  in  favour  of  Continental  lenity  of  discipline, 
shewn  to  youth,  if  the  testimony  of  a  modem  newspaper 
may  be  credit^ ! 

Lis.  What  your  newspaper  may  hold  forth  I  will  not 
pretend  to  enter  into. 

Lysand.  Nay,  here  is  the  paragraph;  which  I  cut 
out  from  **  The  Observer,**  and  will  now  read  it  to  you. 
'*  A  Grerman  Magazine  recently  announced  the  death  ot 
a  schoolmaster  in  Suabia,  who,  for  51  years,  had  super- 
intended a  large  institution  with  old  fashioned  severity. 
From  an  average,  inferred  by  means  of  recorded  obser- 
vations, one  of  the  ushers  had  calculated  that,  in  the 
course  of  his  exertions,  he  had  given  911,500  canings, 
121,000  floggings,  209,000  custodes,  136,000  Hps  mth  the 
ruler,  10,200  boxes  on  the  ear,  and  22,700  tasks  by  heart. 
It  was  further  calculated  that  he  had  made  700  boys 
stand  on  peas,  0000  kneel  on  a  sharp  edge  of  wood,  5000 
wear  the  fooVs  cap,  and  1,700  hM  the  rod.  How  vast 
(exclaims  the  journalist)  the  quantity  of  human  misery 
inflicted  by  a  single  perverse  educator!^'  Now,  my 
friends,  what  have  you  to  say  against  the  English  system 
of  education  ? 

Phil.  This  is  only  defending  bad  by  worse. 

Lis.  Where  are  we  digressing?  What  are  become  of 
our bibliomaniacal  heroes? 

tedious  sitting  still,  and  with  irksome  poring  on  the  hook  all  day  long,  after  the 
soholler  hath  received  his  lecture,  he  leaveth  the  school  for  an  houre,  and  walkes 
abroad  with  one  or  two  of  his  fellows,  either  into  the  field  or  op  among  the  trees 
upon  the  rampire,  as  in  Antwrbp,  Bbeda,  Vtrecht,  ftc.,  when  they  confer  and 
recreate  themselves  till  time  calls  them  in  to  repeat,  where  perhaps  they  stay  an 
hour ;  so  abroad  again,  and  thus  at  their  pleasure  the  whole  day,"  p.  26.  Thus 
have  we  pursued  the  History  qf  the  EduecUion  qfBoys  to  a  period'  quite  modem 
enough  for  the  most  superficiid  antiquary  to  supply  the  connecting  links  down  to 
the  present  times.  Nor  can  we  conclude  this  prolix  note  without  observing  upon 
two  things  which  are  remarkable  enough  :  first,  that  in  a  coimtry  like  our  own — 
the  distinguishiDg  characteristics  of  whose  inhabitants  are  gravity,  reserve,  and 
good  sense — lads  should  conduct  themselves  with  so  much  rudeness,  flippancy, 
and  tyranny  towards  each  other — ^and  secondly,  that  masters  should,  in  too  many 
instances,  exercise  a  discipline  suited  rather  to  a  government  of  despotism  and 
terror  than  to  a  land  of  liberty  and  social  comfort !  But  all  human  improve- 
ment, and  human  happiness,  is  progressive.    Spenunus  meliora  t 
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L^  SAND.  You  do  nshi  to  call  me  to  order.  Let  us 
turn  from  the  birch,  to  the  book,  history. 

Contemporaneoos  with  Peacham,  lived  that  very  cori- 
ons  collector  of  ancient  popular  little  pieces,  as  well  as 
lover  of  "  sacred  secret  soul  soliloquies/'  the  renowned 
jiMilaiicAo/y  composer,  ycleped  Robert  Burton  ;*  who,  I 
do  not  scruple  to  number  amon?  the  most  marked  biblio- 
maniacs of  the  asre  :  notwithstanding:  his  saucy  railing 
against  Frankfort  book-fairs.  We  have  abundance  of 
testimony  (exclusive  of  the  fruits  of  his  researches,  which 
appear  by  his  innumerable  marsrinal  references  to  authors 
of  all  a^'s  and  characters)  that  this  original,  amusing, 
and  now  popular,  author  was  an  arrant  book-hunter; 
or,  as  old   Anthony  hath  it,  ''a  devourer  of  authors." 

*  I  Kppow  LrsKL-iar  v  illu  I«  to  a  seaionndam  of  HeuriM,  in  his  &w> 
dietus  A-Szs,  p.  rr..  r«fMc:i=^  Rc-BZST  BuBTOX  being  »  oolleetor  of  '*aaciait 
pofnlir  Ihtle  p:<coML~  Fr?a  thu  sctbority  we  find  that  1m  g^Ta  "»giwi 
¥vwt7  **  of  ;l«w  p«Ms  with  &  muliirade  of  booki,  of  the  beat  kind,  to  tht 
"  BodltfUa  Lrrrv7-*-^>^«  of  *.h««  wm  that  "  opoM  inoompunbile,**  the  "iTv- 
L^  :/T.-mri%m.7r  xii  ihe  ether.  th«  "  PlMmui  tmd  Mernf  HiHory  ^1U 
Jlfv*Mr<-/.lS.v^^-~  ^^  exprewi?B  ''aeered  aeerei aonl  ■oKloqniei''  btloop 
to  Bnithw:iit :  Asd  U  th-=^  :<A:raf iiHy  interworen  in  the  following  hannuuiw 
coc{^u«ts : 

^y  J  aiszte  bet  afotdt  MBe  touiL 


X>?  vO:*  ^ct  irnriM  icfiuiy  grona 

Shxi  *r:c  £^»rt.  bis  eoatnni»UtioB  lom  ; 

As  flfeCvd^Mcret  scc:«  fcCacquies. 

Atmdiam  PKeeoK.  lib.  4,  pi  Ul 

And  «*,  c«:t>  Twadw.  b:w  th*  cbartnf  c«f  solitnde-~of  "  welldng  nlone  in  mom 
soMtarr  jirrcTtf,  Srivir:  v.-k^i  a=:I  ««:«r,  hx  %  brook-ride,  to  meditate  upon  eoBa 
de:i:btA=:#  Ail  r*«ua=.:  *-*::ect  "  *»  depicted  by  the  tnily  origfinel  penefl  of 
lhu'*i:i  r^Ser:  FjLtcc.  i::  hi*  a  v^-  **  .y  Mtlat^di^Jy,  voL  i.,  p.  135,  edit.  1801 
Rut  ocr  ther:e  ^  Bir*.:.*=:i=ii.  Tue.  tbevcfore,  coaoeraing  the  mme  nihor, 
the  f.:\'w:r^  jl=  :  :b*- hcatjtte,  if  :b^u  caart.  aboat  his  being  infected  with  tte 
E^VK-r:sx.iS5.  "  WIa:  a  casa:.>ri^  ^f  =•*  books  all  this  year,  aU  Uus  age  (1  hj) 
h*TTe  ."..r  FrAnk -^iTS  =jra^  ocr  d^nertic  icarts,  brougrht  out !  Twiee  a  yew, 
*  IVfcrur;  #e  c'vi  :rct- ^ii  et  >f;eci9in: :'  wv  rtzvich  oar  wits  out !  and  set  thtn 
lo  sale  :  '  Mju— . '  kV-a:--  =.i/.  ^~ -*.*  *c.  ■  Qai*  tarn  aridiis  Ubinnini  bcltao,' 
w^o  ciT.  rt-A.*:  :>.--:  A*  slrtiiy.  »e  si-iil  hare  a  tart  chaos  and  confurioo  of 
Kx^k*  :  »e  A-v  : :  -vs*tf«;  with  :h*=  :  cir  eyes  ake  with  reading,  our  finganwilh 
turr.'.-c.~  X-:.  "^^  *  "^  v^ii-".!::--  ^  ^  •  ^  -  -after  the  Hfe.  We  see  and  fbelevwy 
thir^  .le«^:r:^e^i.  Tnly.  :^:ae  ret  a  shorm^h  master  in  bibKomanJaeal  mjtUnm 
*v*iM  b*Te  ihvj  :h>>=-cht  aai  writxec !  See  *' DtmctritmM  l»  fAe  Jltmdm-^"  pi  10; 
P<r*:A:s  :'.e  a:o*:  ^VW  i=ic*i  p<c«  of  ^Tswrrinn  in  the  whole oaoleaupaf  aeri. 


I 
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Rouse^  the  Librarian  of  Bodleian,  is  said  to  have 
liberally  assisted  Barton  in  furnishing  him  with  choice 
books  for  the  prosecution  of  his  extraordinary  work. 

About  this  period  lived  Lord  Lumlby  ;  a  nobleman  of 
no  mean  reputation  as  a  bibliomaniac.  But  what  shall 
we  say  to  Lord  Shaftesburjr's  eccentric  neighbour,  Henry 
Hastings  ?  who,  in  spite  of  his  hawks,  hounds,  kittens, 
and  oysters,*  could  not  for  forbear  to  indulge  his  book  pro- 
pensities though  in  a  moderate  degree  !     Let  us  fancy  we 

*  Of  the  bibKomaniacal  spirit  of  Lobd  Lumlet  the  reader  has  ahready  had 
some  slight  mention  made  at  pages  273,  281,  ante.  Of  Hbnbt  Hastinos,  Gilpin 
has  famished  us  with  some  anecdotes  which  desenre  to  be  here  recorded.  They 
are  taken  from  Hutohin's  Hiit.  of  Doraetshire,  vol.  ii,  p.  68.  "  Mr.  Habtinos  was 
low  of  stature,  bat  strongand  active,  of  a  ruddy  complexion,  with  flaxen  hair.  His 
eloaihs  were  always  of  green  cloth.  His  house  was  of  the  old  fashion  ;  in  the 
midst  of  a  large  park,  well  stocked  with  deer,  rabbits,  and  fish-ponds.  He  had  a 
long  narrow  bowling  green  in  it,  and  used  to  play  with  round  sand  bowls.  Here 
too  he  had  a  banquettingroom  built,  like  a  stand  in  a  laxge  tree.  He  kept  all 
sprts  of  hounds,  that  ran  buck,  fox,  hare,  otter,  and  badger ;  and  had  hawks  of  all 
kinds,  both  long  and  short  winged.  His  great  hall  was  oommonly  strewed  with 
marrow-bones,  and  full  of  hawk-perches,  hounds,  spaniels,  and  terriers.  The 
upper  end  of  it  was  hung  with  fox-skins  of  this  and  the  last  year's  killing.  Here 
and  there  a  pole-cat  was  intermixed,  and  hunter's  poles  in  great  abundance.  The 
parlour  was  a  large  room,  completely  furnished  in  the  same  style.  On  a  broad 
hearth,  paved  with  brick,  lay  some  of  the  choicest  terriers;  hounds,  and  spaniels. 
One  or  two  of  the  great  chairs  had  litters  of  cats  in  them,  which  were  not  to  be 
disturbed.  Of  these,  three  or  four  always  attended  him  at  dinner,  and  a  little 
white  wand  lay  by  his  trencher,  to  defend  it,  if  they  were  too  troublesome.  In 
the  windows,  which  were  very  large,  lay  his  arrows,  cross-bows,  and  6ther  accou- 
trements. The  comers  of  th'e  room  were  filled  vrith  his  best  hunting  and  hawking 
poles.  His  oyster  table  stood  at  the  lower  end  of  the  room,  which  was  in  con- 
stant use  twice  a  day,  all  the  year  round ;  for  he  never  failed  to  eat  oysters  both 
at  dinner  and  supper,  with  which  the  neighbouring  town  of  Pool  supplie4  him. 
At  the  upper  end  of  the  room  stood  a  small  table  with  a  double  desk ;  one  side 
of  which  held  a  Church  Bible  :  the  other  the  Book  of  Mabttbs.  On  dififerent 
tables  in  the  room  lay  hawks'-hoods,  bells,  old  hats,  with  their  crowns  thrust  in, 
full  of  pheasant  eggs,  tables,  dice,  cards,  and  store  of  tobacco  pipes.  At  one  end 
of  this  room  was  a  door,  which  opened  into  a  closet,  where  stood  bottles  of  strong 
beer  and  wine  ;  which  never  came  out  but  in  single  glasses,  which  was  the  rule 
of  the  house,  for  he  never  exceeded  himself,  nor  permitted  others  to  exceed. 
Answering  to  this  closet  was  a  door  into  an  old  chs^yel ;  which  had  been  long 
disused  for  devotion ;  but  in  the  pulpit,  as  the  safest  place,  was  always  to  be 
found  a  cold  chine  of  beef,  a  venison  pasty,  a  gammon  of  bacon,  dr  a  great  apple- 
pye,  with  thick  cmst,  well  baked.  His  table  cost  him  not  much,  though  it  was 
good  to  eat  at.  His  sports  supplied  all  but  beef  and  mutton,  except  on  Fridays, 
when  he  had  the  best  of  fish.     He  never  wanted  a  London  pudding,  and  he 
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see  him,  in  his  eightieth  year,  just  alighted  from  the  toils 
of  the  chase,  and  listening:,  after  dinner,  with  his  "  single 
glass"  of  "ale  by  his  side,  to  some  old  woman  with 
"  spectacle  on  nose  "  who  reads  to  him  a  choice  passage 
out  of  John  Fox's  Book  of  Martyrs  !  A  rare  old  boy  was 
this  Hastings.  But  I  wander — and  may  forget  another 
worthy,  and  yet  more  ardent,  bibliomaniac,  called  John 
Clung  EON,  who  left  a  press,  and  some  books  carefidly 
deposited  in  a  stout  chest,  to  the  parish  church  at  South- 
ampton. We  have  also  evidence  of  this  man's  having 
erected  a  press  within  the  same ;  but  human  vfllany  has 
robbed  us  of  every  relic  of  his  books  and  printing  furni- 
ture.* From  Southampton,  you  must  excuse  me  if  1 
take  a  leap  to  London  ;  in  order  to  introduce  yon  into 
the  wine  cellars  of  one  John  Ward  ;  where,  I  sappose, 
a  few  choice  copies  of  favourite  authors  were  sometimes 
kept  in  a  secret  recess  by  the  side  of  the  oldest  bottle  of 
hock.  We  are  indebted  to  Heame  for  a  brief,  but  not 
uninteresting,  notice  of  this  vinous  book  collector.f 

always  sang  it  in  with  "  Afy  pari  lies  therein-a,"  He  drank  a  gla«  or  two  «l 
wine  at  meals  ;  put  syrup  of  gilly-flowers  into  his  sack,  and  had  ahraya  »  ton 
glass  of  small  beer  standing  by  him,  which  he  often  stirred  about  with  roaiwiary. 
He  lived  to  be  an  hundred,  and  never  lost  his  eyesight,  nor  used  apeofaielea.  Qe 
got  on  horseback  without  help,  and  rode  to  the  death  of  the  stag  tffl  he  waa  part 
fotirsoore."  Gilpin's  Forut  Scenery,  vol.  ii.,  pp.  28,  26.  I  should  add,  from  the 
same  authority,  that  Hastings  was  a  neighbour  of  Anthony  Ashley  Cooper,  Eari 
9f  Shaftesbury,  with  whom  (as  was  likely  enough)  he  bad  no  cordial  agreemeiift. 

*  "In  the  northern  chapel  which  is  parted  from  the  side  aile  by  »  beantilU 
open  Gothic  screen,  is  a  handsome  monument  to  the  memory  of  the  lord  ChiB- 
oellor  Wriothesly,  and  a  large  and  eotUy  ttandiny  chest,  carved  and  inlaid,  and 
stated,  by  an  inscription  on  its  front,  to  have  been  given,  with  ike  hookt  iakU^hj 
John  Clunoeon.    The  inscription  is  as  follows : 

"John,  the  sonne  of  John  Clungeon  of  this  towne,  Alderman,  entUi  fAu 
presse  and  gave  certain  books,  who  died,  anno  1646. 

"The  books  are,  however,  now  gone,  and  the  surplices,  h^  are  kepi  In.tha 
chest."  See  a  tasteful  and  elegantly  printed  little  volume,  entitled  *'A  Wwik 
through  SouUiampUm ;"  by  Sir  II,  C.  EngUfidd,  Bari,    1801,  8vo.,  p.  64. 


f  Ward  is  described  by  Heome  as  being  "  a  dtisen  and  vintner  of 
and  " a  lover  of  antiquity's."  He  hod  a  copy  of  the  ChartuUsry  qf  Dusukipk^  fa 
MS.,  which  was  put  by  Wanley  into  the  Horleian  collection.  The  fSoUowiiv 
entry  is  too  much  of  a  characteristic  trait,  not  to  be  gratifying  to  the  palaAa  ef  a 
thorough  bred  bibliomaniac  :  it  relates  to  the  said  Chartulory : — "  abo  *>»*»  ^- 
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Lis.  If  Master  Cox,  "  by  profession  a  mason, "  and 
living  in  the  country,  could  have  collected  such  a  cabi- 
net of  romances  and  ballads — why  should  not  a  wine 
merchant,  living  in  the  metropolis,  have  turned  his  at- 
tention to  a  similar  pursuit,  and  have  been  even  more 
successful  in  the  objects  of  it  ? 

Phil.  I  know  not;  particularly  as  we  have,  at  the 
present  day,  some  commercial  characters — whose  deal- 
ings in  trade  are  as  opposite  to  books  as  frogs  are  to 
roast  beef — absolute  madmen  in  search  after  black- 
letter,  large  paper,  and  uncut  copies!  But  proceed, 
Lysander. 

Lysand.  Such  was  the  influence  of  the  Book  Mania 
about,  or  rather  a  little  before,  this  period  that  even  the 
sacred  retirement  of  a  monastery,  established  upon  Pro- 
testant principles,  and  conducted  by  rules  so  rigid  as 
almost  to  frighten  the  hardiest  ascetic,  even  such  a  spot 
was  unable  to  resist  the  charms  of  book-collecting  and 
book-embellishment.  How  St.  Jerome  or  St.  Austin 
would  have  lashed  the  Ferrar  Family  *  for  the  gor- 


lum,  at  both  ends  of  the  booke,  was  then  added,  put  in,  and  inserted,  at  the  costs 
of  the  said  Mr.  (John)  Ward,  in  the  said  yeare  of  our  Lord,  1655, 

binding  and  claspos         .  4    00 

vellum    .  .        .  -        4    00" 

A  nnah  of  DunsfapU  Pri43ry,  vol.  i.,  p.  zzx.,  note.  • 

*  It  remains  here  to  moke  good  the  above  serious  charges  brought  against  the 
ancient  and. worthy  family  of  the  Fkrrars  ;  and  this  it  is  fully  in  my  power  to 
do,  from  the  otfectual  aid  aifordod  me  by  Dr.  Wordsworth,  in  the  fifth  volume  of 
bis  EceUdattical  Biogi-aphy ;    where  the  better  part  of  Dr.    Peckard's   Life   of 
Nicholas  Ferrar  is  published,  together  with  some  valuable  and  original  addenda 
from  the  archiopiscopal  library  at  Lambeth.     Be  it,  however,  known  to  Dr.  Words- 
worth, and  the  reviewer  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Biography  in  the  Quarterly  Review, 
▼ol.  iv.,  pp.  98,  103,  that  Heame  had  previously  published  a  copious  and  curious 
Account  of  the  monastery  at  Little  Gidding  in  the  supplement  to  his  Thorn.  Caii. 
Vind.  AtUiquU.  Oxon.,  1730,  8vo.,  vol.  ii.  :  which,  as  far  as  I  have  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  Dr.  Wordsworth's  account,  does  not  appear  to  have  been 
known  to  this  latter  editor.   We  will  now  proceed  to  the  bibliomaniacal  anecdotes 
of  Nicholas  Ferrar,  senior  and  junior.     "  Amongst  other  articles  of  instruc- 
tion and  amusement,  Mr.  F£RRar  (senior)  entertained  an  ingenious  Book-hinder 
who  taught  the  family,  females  as  well  as  males,  the  whole  art  and  skill  of  Jniok' 
binding f  gUdiiig,  Ictteiiug,  and  what  they  called  ixistiug-piintin^r,  by  the  use  of 
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g-eous  decorations  of  their  volumes,  and  for  devoting  so 
much  precious  time  and  painful  attention  to  the  art  and 


the  rolling  press.    By  this  assistance  he  composed  a  full  hjunDony,  or  ooDOOid* 
ance,  of  the  four  evangelists,  adorned  teith  many  heaiU\fvZ  pictures,  which  rBcpdrad 
more  than  a  year  for  the  composition^  and  was  dhided  into  150  heads  or  dap* 
ters."    There  is  then  a  minute  account  of  the  mechanical  prooesB  (in  wlooh  ifce 
nieces  assisted)  how,  by  means  of  "  great  store  of  the  best  and  Btwmgwt  white 
paper,  nice  knives  and  scissars,  pasting  and  rolling-press  "  work^the  ardooostHk 
was  at  length  accomplished :  and  Mary  Collet,  one  of  Mr.  Femur's  nieoM^  pot 
the  grand  finishing  stroke  to  the  whole,  by  "  doing  a  deed  " — ^which  his  tufk 
asunder  the  threads  of  Penelope's  web  for  envy  :—  ''  She  bound  the  book  »• 
tirely,  all  wbought  in  gold,  in  a  new  and  most  elegant  fashion.*    Thsfne 
of  this  book,  or  concordance,  as  it  was  called,  reached  the  ears  of  CSmki  L, 
who  "  intreated  "  (such  was  his  Majesty's  expression)  to  be  favoured  with  sqgbt 
of  it.     Laud  and  Cousins,  who  were  then  chaplains  in  waiting,  fOBsentsd  il  to  tko 
King ;  who  ''  after  long  and  serious  looking  it  over,  said.  This  is  indeed  a  moit 
valuable  work,  and  in  many  respecfb  to  be  presented  to  the  greatest  prinee  Ufim 
earth  :  for  the  matter  it  contains  is  the  richest  of  all  taneasures.    The  Isboiioiii 
composure  of  it  into  this  excellent  form  of  a7t  JBarmony,  the  jndidoqs  ixmtrifiMt 
of  the  method,  the  curious  workmanship  in  so  neatly  cutting  out  and 
the  text,  the  nice  laying  of  these  costly  pictureSf   and  the  exquitite  art 
the  binding,  are,  I  really  think,  not  to  be  equalled.     I  must  acknowledge  njMtf 
to  be,  indood,  greatly  indebted  to  the  family  for  THIB  JEWEL  :  snd  wfaslsfwii 
in  my  power  I  shall,  at  any  time,  be  ready  to  do  for  any  of  them.* "   SodiL 
Biogr.,  vol.  v.,  172 — 8.    This  was  spoken,  by  Charles,  in  the  true  spirit  of  a  Book- 
Knight  !    Cromwell,  I  suppose,  would  have  shewn  the  same  mercy  to  tills  tn^ 
sure  OS  he  did  to  £he    madonnas  of  Raffaelle — thrown  it  behind  the  fin^  M 
idolatrous  !    The  nephew  emulated  and  eclipsed  the  bibliomaniacal  celebrity  of 
his  uncle.    At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  executed  three  books  (or  **  worics  "  M 
they  are  called)  of  uncommon  curiosity  and  splendour.    Archbishop  ^f^m^y  vko 
had  a  keen  oye  and  solid  judgment  for  things  of  this  sort  (as  the  reader  will  find 
in  the  following  pages)  undertook  to  introduce  young  Ferrars  to  the  King;    The 
introduction  is  told  in  such  a  pleasing  style  of  naiveti,  and  the  mnnnal  dexterity 
of  the  young  bibliomaniac  is  so  smartly  commended  by  Charles,  that  I  eaimok 
find  it  in  my  heart  to  abridgo  much  of  the  narrative.      "  When  the  king  nw  ilM 
Archbishop  enter  the  room,  he  said,  '  What  have  you  brought  with  yon  thcM 
rarities  and  jewels  you  told  me  of?'    'Yea,  sire,'  replied  the  bishop;  'benii 
the  TOUNQ  gentleman  and  his  works.*    So  the  bishop,  taking  him  by  the  hsnd, 
led  him  up  to  the  king.    He,  falling  down  on  his  knees,  the  king  gftve  him  kb 
hand  to  kiss,  bidding  him  rise  up.     Tho  box  was  opened,  and  NiOHOUkB  FBBftAl» 
first  presented  to  the  king  that  book  made  for  the  prinoe  ;  who  taking  it  ftcom 
him,  looking  well  on  the  outside,  which  was  all  green  velvet,  tlaiely  and  Tidi§ 
gilt  all  over^  with  great  broad  strings,  edged  with  gold  lace,  and  cwitmdw  ^tmW^ 
said,  *  Hero  is  a  fine  book  for  Charles,  indeed  !    I  hope  it  will  soon  m>^^  >iim  q 
love  with  what  is  within  it,  for  I  know  it  is  good,'  &c.    And  lo  I  heire  an  sks) 
store  of  rare  pictures  to  delight  his  eye  with  !  &c.,  &c.     Then^  turning   Mn^  to 
the  Lord  of  Canterbury,  he  said,  '  Let  this  young  gentleman  have  your  letten  to 
the  pnncos  to-morrow,  to  Kichmond,and  let  him  carry  this  present.     It  is  a  good 
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mystery  of  Book-binding !  Yes,  Lisardo ;  it  is  truly 
curious  to  think  upon  the  Little  Oidding  Monastery — 
near  which,  perhaps,  were 

"  rugged  rocks,  that  holy  knees  had  worn — " 


day,  you  know,  and  a  good  work  would  be  done  uxK>n  it.'  So  he  gave  Nicholas 
Ferrar  the  book  ;  who,  carrying  it  to  the  box,  took  oat  of  it  a  very  large  paper 
book,  which  was  the  Fourth  Work,  and  laid  it  on  the  table  before  the  king. 
'  For  whom,'  said  the  king,  *  is  this  model  V  *  For  your  majesty's  eyes,  if  you 
please  to  honour  it  so  much.'  '  And  that  I  will  gladly  do,'  said  the  king,  '  and 
never  be  weary  of  such  sights  as  I  know  you  will  offer  tmto  me.'  The  king 
having  well  perused  the  title  page,  beginning,  '  The  Gospel  of  our  Lord  and 
blessed  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ,  in  eight  several  language,'  &c.,  said  unto  the  lords, 
*  You  all  s^  that  one  good  thing  produceth  another.  Here  we  have  more  and 
more  rarities  ;  from  print  now  to  pen.  These  are  fair  hands,  well  written,  and 
as  well  composed.'  Then  replied  the  Lord  of  Canterbury,  'When  your  majesty 
hath  seen  all,  you  will  have  more  and  more  cause  to  adnoire.'  '  What  f  said  the 
king,  'is  it  possible  we  shall  behold  yet  more  rarities T  then  said  the  bishop  to 
Nicholas  Ferrar,  '  Beach  the  other  piece  that  iS  in  the  box  :'  and  this  we  call  the 
Fifth  Work  ;  the  title  being  Novum  Testamentum,  dx.,  in  viginti  quaiuor  Unguis, 
dec  The  king,  opening  the  book,  said,  '  Better  and  better.  This  is  the  largest 
and  fairest  paper  that  ever  I  saw.'  Then,  reading  the  title-page,  he  said,  '  What 
is  this?  What  have  we  here ?  The  incomparablest  book  this  will  be,  as  ever  eye 
beheld.  My  lords,  come,  look  well  upon  it.  This  finished,  must  -be  the  Emfb- 
BOR  op  all  Books.  It  is  the  crown  of  all  works.  It  is  an  admirable  master- 
piece. The  world  cannot  match  it.  I  believe  you  are  all  of  my  opinion.'  The 
lords  all  seconded  the  king,  and  each  spake  his  mind  of  it.  'I  observe  two 
things  amongst  others,'  said  the  king,  '  very  remarkable,  if  not  admirable.  The 
first  is,  how  is  it  possible  that  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  (for  he 
had  asked  the  Lord  of  Canterbury  before,  how  old  Nicholas  Ferrar  was)  should 
ever  attain  to  the  understanding  and  knowledge  of  more  languages  than  he  is  of 
years  ;  and  to  have  the  courage  to  venture  upon  such  an  Atlas  work,  or  Hercules 
labour.  The  other  is  also  of  high  commendation,  to  see  him  write  so  many  seve- 
ral languages,  so  well  as  these  are,  each  in  its  proper  character.  Sure  so  few 
years  had  been  well  spent,  some  men  might  think,  to  have  attained  only  to  the 
wrUing  thus  fairly,  of  these  twenty-four  langaages  !*  All  the  lords  replied  his 
majesty  had  judged  right;  and  said,  except  they  had  seen,  as  they  did,  the 
young  gfentleman  there,  and  the  book  itself,  all  the  world  should  not  have  per- 
suaded them  to  the  belief  of  it."  Eceletiastical  Biography,  vol.  v.,  pp.  216, 
220.  But  whatever  degree  of  credit  or  fame  of  young  Fbrbars  might  suppose  to 
have  been  attached  to  the  execution  of  these  "  pieces,"  his  emulation  was  not 
damped,  nor  did  his  industry  slacken,  'till  he  had  produced  a  specimen  of  much 
greater  powers  of  book-decoration.  His  appetite  was  that  of  a  giant ;  for  he  was 
not  satisfied  with  any  thing  short  of  bringing  forth  a  volume  of  such  dimensions 
as  to  make  the  bearer  of  it  groan  beneath  its  weight — ^and  the  beholders  of  it 
dazzled  with  its  lustre,  and  astonished  at  its  amplitude.  Perhaps  there  is  not  a 
more  curious  book-anecdote  upon  record  than  the  following.  "  Charles  the  Ist, 
his  son  Charles,  the  Palsgrave,  and  the  Duke  of  Lennox,  paid  a  visit  to  the 
monastery  of  Little  Gidding,  in  Huntingdonshire- -the  abode  of  the  Ferrars,"— 
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I  proves     his    curious    and    pertinacious    spirit,    in     hook- 
collecling.     His   works,   put   forth  under  his   own  super- 

gre«l«Bt  mnwi  of  thdi  day.  The  partionla™  of  Ashmole'a  Ufa  ars  drawn  from 
ha  own  Diary,  in  wbich  in  detailed  every  tbing  tbo  moat  miDuCe  md  ridiculouB  ; 
while  mui;  of  the  lowKng  feataroa  in  his  charactar,  And  many  iiitereating  occur- 
T«DC«s  in  his  life,  are  wholly  nipproeted.  The  editor  hns  not  evinced  much  judg- 
ig  posterity  to  be  infamied  when  Aabmole's  "great  and  liuU  trHA 
taote  i"  when  bii  "tiedtbriakfartA,  occationut  by  tiiaing  tai  htard 
<uaT"  (p.  aiaj;  Wbon  "*u  lanifj  Ud  mu  aa  M.  but  At  riM 
ickly  {tluaHKg  God)  akd  gue,a:/ud  it"  (p.  313)  ;  Hid  wben  be  "icfatcAid  tAt 
'  '  it  batlodti,  die,,  and  ajiplied  pvltUn  ihfrtmito,  madt  nf  ttKilt  brtirt 
•,  oil  ((/ mt,  nnd  im  Irasti;"  (p.  3t(3— luid  aee  partioulorly  the  long  nnd 
~  entriea  at  p.  369.)  Alt  this  might  surely  bars  been  epareil,  without  much 
a  tbe  repuUtiau  of  the  giilTerer,  Yet,  in  aaine  other  minatfl  enCriea,  we 
.  intelligence  a  tittle  more  interestini;.  At  p.  324,  we  fiud  that  AsLmole 
d  qiuuT«Iled  with  hb  wife  ;  mad  that  "  Ur.  Seijeaat  Maynird  obiened  to  the 
KthAt  there  wero  800  iheett  of  depoiitions  OD  hia  wife'a  part,  and  not  one 
i  proved  agaiost  him  of  uaing  bar  ill,  or  eror  giTing  her  »  bad  or  provokinK 
"  at  page  33I),  wo  Bnd  Aabmoto  aooonipanyiai;  bis  beraldio  friend  Ttog- 
»,  tnbii " Tisitationa"  uf  caunties;  abio  that  "hia  picture  was  drawn  by  La 
v  b  hie  hereld's  coat :"  Loggati  sfterwarda  drew  it  in  blaek  lead :  p.  3S2. 
n  (p.  353)  we  are  gravely  infomied  that  "hit  Ceett,  ncM  hit  fan 
jptr  jiae,  mu  wry  looie,  aad  he  attity  piUltd  it  tmt,  and  Ihnt  out 
j^Ut  luddle  Itttk  iH  hit  lover  jau,  bmti  otU  wKiU  he  mu  of  dinnrr."  He  sat 
ir  lb*  but  time)  far"a  eecond  picture  to  Mr.  Ryley,"  p.  379.  AEhmola'a  in- 
wa«  the  foundation  of  the  former'i  {luppoaed)  protuodity  in 
nioal  and  ostmlogiTcal  studies.  In  tlus  Diary  we  are  carefully  told  that 
^Hr.  Jonas  Mooro  brought  and  acqu^uted  him  with  Mr.  William  Lilly,  on  a 
"d»y  night,  on  the  20th  of  Novombor,"  p.  30Z  Ashmole  was  then  only  26 
'  it  will  be  readily  oODcoivcd  how,  at  tbia  auscuptiblo  period,  he 
tiled  with  rapture  to  !iis  moster's  expodtion'  of  tbo  block  art,  and  implicitly 
4l  the  recipes  and  maxima  ho  beard  delirered.  tlonce  tlio  pupil  generally 
il  bimaelf  Afrmtriophiliit  Ha^'ici",  at  tlie  foot  of  moet  of  his  Utte-pegei : 
inco  we  find  such  oitraordioary  entriet,  in  tha  foresaid  diary,  a*  the  follaw- 
"  Tfua  night  (August  U,  1851)  about  one  of  tho  dock,  I  fell  ill  of  a  aur- 
b,  oocanoued  by  driukiug  teater  ujler  Vrjii»R.  I  wu  greatly  oppressed  In  my 
■tomach  :  and  next  day  Ur.  Saundere,  Ike  aitroloyiati,  eant  mo  a  pieoe  of  brinny- 
Toot  to  bold  in  my  hand  ;  nnd  within  a  c[uartor  of  an  hour  my  stomach  was  freed 
(rom  that  great  oppreaston."  p.  314.  "Sep.  27,  IBSl,  1  came  to  Hr.  John  I'omp 
too't,  wbo  dwelt  near  Dove  Bridge  ;  he  nsed  a  call,  and  bad  reBjionaea  in  a  scrft 
;  p.  31 S  is  narrated  the  commoJicamcDt  of  his  aoqnatnlanoe 
a  tamoUB  Arise  Evans,  a  Wolah  prophet:  whose  " McUa  from  Stastit' 
,  16G2,  t'2mo.,  is  a  work  noticed  by  Warhurt«n,  and  coveted  by 
it  one  more  quack-JuediciDa  entry:  "  Uarch  11.  1081.  I 
I  aariy  in  tbe  morniug  n  good  dose  of  Elixir,  and  hung  tbne  spiden 
ny  neck,  and  they  drove  my  ague  away— Deo  gmtias !"  p,  359.  It  seems 
shmole  always  punctually  kept  "  Tke  AUrultujfr'i  Ftait ;"  nnd  that  he 
ih  celebrity  aa  a  uuror  of  certain  diaei(scs,  that  Lord  I^ncb  tbo  CbancollDr 
it  for  Mm  to  cure  bim  uf  hia  rbeuoiatiEui.     He  dinu'd  there,  but  would  not 
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intendence,    with  his  name  subjoined,  shew  a    delicate 
taste,  an  active  research,  and,  if  we  except  his    Hermt- 


undertake  the  cure,"  p.  364.     This  was  behaving  with  a  tolerable   degne  d 
prudence  and  good  sense.    But  let  not  the  blbliomaniao  imagine  that  it  is  aj 
wish  to  degrade  honest  old  Elias  Ashmoie,  by  the  foregoing  delineation  of  b^ 
weaknesses  and  follies.    The  ensuing  entries,  in  the  said  Diary,  will  mora  thsa 
counterbalance  any  unfayourable  effect  produced  by  its  preoursors ;  and  I  gilt 
them  with  a  full  conviction  that  they  will  be  greedily  devoured  by  thoet  wlio 
have  been  lucky  enough  to  make  good  purchases  of  the  entire  libraries  of  deoMHd 
characters  of  eminence.     In  his  87th  year,  Ashmoie  "  bought  of  ICr.  IdboBnn 
all  his  books  and  mathematical  instruments  ;*'  and  the  day  after  (N.B.  "8  o'okMk; 
39  min.  post  mend.")  ''he  bought  Blr.  Hawkins's  books/'  p.  812.    In  the  «• 
suing  year  he  "agreed  with  Mrs.  Backhouse,  of  London,  for  herdeoeaaedhiifbiiKl^ 
books,"  p.  318.    He  now  became  so  distingiushed  as  a  sucoeaBfol  biUioiBttite 
that  Seldon  and  Twysdon  sought  his  acquaintance;  and  "Mr.  TredoMint t&d 
his  wife  told  him  that  they  had  been  long  considering  upon  whom  to  biitov 
their  cloui  of  curiotUitt,  and  at  last  had  resolved  to  give  it  unto  him,'*  p.  SI 
Having  by  this  time  (A.D.  1658)  commenced  his  famous  work  upon  TU  Oiif 
qf  ikt  Garter,    he  was   introduced   to   Charles   II. :    kissed  hands,  tad  m 
appointed  by  the  king  **  to  make  a  description  oi  his  medals,  and  had  thn 
delivered  into  his  hands,   and  Haii'y  the  VllItKt  clotet  aaaigned  for  Im  qn^* 
p.  827.    In  this  same  year  came  forth  his  "  Way  to  BHu ;"  4to. :  a  vnk  m 
invincibly  dull  that  I  despair  of  presenting  the  reader  with  any  thing  liks  «te^ 
tainment  even  in  the  folluwing  heterogeneous  extract :   "  When  onr  ortml 
heat,  the  life  of  this  little  world,  is  faint  and  gone,  the  body  shrinks  op  and  ii 
defaced  :   but  bring  again  heat  into  the  parts,  and  likewise  money  faito  tbi 
bankrupt's  coffers,  and  they  shall  be  both  lusty,  and  flourish  again  asmuohaieiv 
they  did.    But  how  may  this  heat  bo  brought  again  ?    To  make  few  woHi^ 
even  as  she  b  kept  and  held  by  due  meai  and  motion;  for  if  ahe  faint,  and 
falloth  for  want  of  them  only,  then  give  her  them,  and  she  shall  reoover  hanttt 
again.     Moat  is  tho  bait  that  draws  her  down  :  motion  comes  after,  like  a  ihir 
Bee,  to  prick  her  forward ;  but  tho  work  is  performed  in  this  order.     First  thii 
moat,  which  is  that  fine  and  sethereal  oyl  often  above-described,  by  the  exceeding 
piercing  swifteness,  divides,  scatters,  and  scohtos  away  the  gross  and  fool  drogt 
and  leavings  which,  for  want  of  the  tillage  of  heat,  had  overgrown  in  our  bodia^ 
and  which  was  cast,  like  a  blockish  stay-fish  in  the  way,  to  stay  the  free  coona 
of  tho  ship  of  life  :  thoso  fiying  out  of  all  sides,  abunduitly  pluck  up  all  the  old 
leavings  of  hair,  nails,  and  teeth,  by  the  roots,  and  drive  them  out  before  them : 
in  the  mean  while,  our  modicino  makes  not  onely  clear  way  and  passage  for  life, 
if  she  list  to  stir  and  run  her  wonted  race  (which  some  think  enough  of  thk 
matter),  but  also  scatterotb  all  about  her  duo  and  desired  meat,  and  first  moisture 
to  draw  her  forward.     By  which  means  our  life,  having  gotten  both  her  full 
strength  and  liveliness,  and  returned  like  the  sun  in  simimer  into  all  our  quarters, 
begins  to  work  afresh  as  she  did  at  first ;  (for  beiog  the  same  upon  the  same,  she 
must  needs  do  the  same)  knitting  and  binding  the  weak  and.  loose  joynta  and 
sinews,  watering  and  concocting  all  by  good  digestion  ;  and  then  the  idle  parts 
like  leaves  shall,  in  this  hot  summer,  spring  and  grow  forth  afresh,  out  of  thu 
new  and  young  temper  of  the  body :  and  all  the  whole  face  and  shew  *i»i^^i  be 
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tical  propensities,  a  fortunate  termination.  His  '^^opus 
maximum "  is  the  Order  of  the  Oarter ;  a  volume  of 
great  elegance  both  in  the  composition  and  decorations- 
Your  copy  of  it,  I  perceived,  was  upon  large  paper ;  and 
cost  you — 

LoREN.  Not  eight  guineas — although   you  were  about 
to  ssij  fourteen  ! 

Lysand.     Even  so.     But  it  must  have  been   obtained 
in  the  golden  age  of  book-collecting  ? 

LoRBN.    it  was    obtained,    together    with    an    uncut 
copy  of  his  Theatrum  Chemicumy*  by  my  father,  at  the 

young  again  and  flourishing,"  pp.  119,  120.     With  such  a  farrago  of  sublime 
nonsense  were  our  worthy  forefathers  called  upon  to  be  enlightened  and  amused  ! 
But  I  lose  sight  of  Ashmole's  book-purchases.     That  he  gave  away,  as  well  as 
recelTed,  curious  volumes,  is  authenticated  by  his  gift  of  "  five  volximes  of  Mr. 
Dogdale's  works  to  the  Temple  Library:"    p.  831.     "Again:    I  presented  the 
public  library  at  Oxford  with  three  folio  volumes,  containing  a  description  of 
the  Consular  and  Imperial  coins  there,  which  I  had  formerly  made  and  digested, 
being  all  fairly   transcribed  with  my  own  hand,"  p.   832.    But  mark  well : 
"My  first  boatful  of  books,  which  were  carried  to  Mrs.   Tredescant's,   were 
brought  back  to  the  Temple:**  also,  (May  1667)  "I  bought  Mr.  John  Booker's 
study  of  books,  and  gave  140^.  for  them,"  p.  333.    In  the  same  year  that  his 
Order  qf  the  Oarter  was  published,  his  "good  friend  Mr.  Wale  sent  him  Dr. 
DsB*8  original  books  and  papers,"  p.  839.     But  he  yet  went  on  buying  :  "  Nil 
actum  reputans,  dimi  quid  superesset  agendum  :"  for  thus  journalises  our  super- 
eminent  bibliomaniac: — (June  12,   1681)    "I  bought   Mr.    Lilly's   library   of 
books  of  his  widow,  for  fifty  pounds,"  p.  360.    In  August,  1682,  Ashmole  wont 
towards  Oxford,  "to  see  the  building  prepared  to  receive  his  rarities;"  and  in 
March,  1683,  "  the  last  load  of  his  rarities  was  sent  to  the  barge."    In  July, 
1687,  he  received  a  parcel  of  books  from  J.  W.  Imhoff,  of  Nurembergh,  among 
which  was  his  ExceUentium,  Familiarum  in.  OxUlia  Ctetualogia '.    p.  379.      But 
it  is  time  to  put  an  end  to  this  unwieldly  note  :    reserving  the  account  of  Ash- 
mole's Order  of  the  Oarter,  and  Theatrum  Chemicum,  for  the  ensuing  one — ^and 
slightly  informing  the  reader,  of  what  he  may  probably  be  apprised,  that  our 
illustrious  bibliomaniac  bequeathed  his  museum  of  curiosities  and  library  of 
books  to  his  beloved  Alma  Mater  Oxoniensis — having  first  erected  a  large 
building  for  their  reception.    It  is  justly  said  of  him,  in  the  inscription  upon 
his  tombstone, 

DUBANTB  Wa&JEO  ASHMOLEANO  OZON. 
MUNQUAM  M0BITUBU8. 

A  summer  month  might  be  profitably  passed  in  the  Ashmolean  collection  of 
Books !  Let  us  not  despair  that  a  complete  Caialogue  RaisonnS  of  them  may  yet 
be  given. 

*  First  let  us  say  a  few  words  of  the  Theatrum  Chsbucum  BRXTAKNiCfiTM,  as 
it  was  the  anterior  publication.      It  contains  a  collection  of  ancient  English 
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shop  of  a  most  respectable  bookseller,  lately  living,  at 
Mews-Gate,  and  now  in  Pall-Mall — where  the  ch(Hoest 
copies  of  rare  and  beautiftil  books  are  oftentimes  to 
be  procured,  at  a  price  much  less  than  the  extravagant 
ones  given  at  book-sales.  You  observed  it  was  bound 
in  blue  morocco — and  by  that  Cor3rpha&iis  of  book- 
binders, the  late  Roger  Payne  ! 

Lysand.  I  observed  it  had  a  "  glorious  aspect,**  as 
bibliographer's  term  it. 

Lis.   But  what  has  become  of  Ashmole  all  this  while  ? 

Lysand.  I  will  .only  further  remark  of  him  that,  if 
he  had  not  suffered  his  mind  to  wander  in  quest  of  the 
puzzling  speculations  of  alchemy  and   astrology — which 


poetical  pieces  relating  to  Alchemy,  or  the  ''  Hermeifque  Mysteries ;"  and 
published  in  a  neat  quarto  volume,  in  1652 ;  accompanied  with  a  rich  qprioUiiig 
of  plates  "out  in  brass/'  and  copious  annotations,  at  the  end,  by  f^'i^m^^  lam' 
self.     Of  these  plates,  some  are  precious  to  the  antiquary ;  for  reuoum  wUcb 
will  be  given  by  me  in  another  work.    At  present,  all  that  need  be  said  fe  tiat  a 
fine  tall  copy  of  it  brings  a  fair  sum  of  money.    I  never  heard  of  the  eziitfliies 
of  a  large  paper  impression.     It  went  to  press  in  July  1651 ;  and  on  the  SOkh  of 
January  following,   "  the  first  copy  of  it  was  sold  to  the  Earl  of  Ptanbroke  f 
see  the  Diary,  pp.  313—315.    In  May,  1658,  Ashmolo  made  his  first  visii  to  the 
Record  Office  in  the  Tower,  to  collect  materials  for  his  work  of  "  THE  Obdb  Of 
THB  Garter."    In  May  following,  Hollar  accompanied  the  author  to  WinEbor, 
to  take  views  of  the  castle.    In  the  wintor  of  1665,  Ashmole  composed  a  "good 
part  of  the  work  at  Roe- Barnes  (the  plague  increasing)."    In  May,  1672,  a  oopy 
of  it  was  presented  to  King  Charles  II.  :  and  in  Juno,  the  following  year,  Adi- 
mole  received  "  his  privy-seal  lor  400^.  out  of  the  custom  of  paper,  whidi  the 
king  was  pleased  to  bestow  upon  him  for  the  same."    This,  it  must  be  ocnfeaNd, 
was  a  liberal  remuneration.     But  the  author's  honours  increased  and  multiplied 
beyond  his  most  sanguine  expectations.     Princes  and  noblemen,  abroad  and  eft 
home,  read  and  admired  his  work  ;  and  Ashmole  had  golden  chains  placed  round 
his  neck,  and  other  superb  presents  from  the  greater  part  of  them  ;  one  of  wfaidi 
(from  the  Elector  of  Brandenburgh)  is  described  as  being  "composed  of  nmetjr 
links,  of  philagreen  links  in  groat  knobs,  most  curious  work,'*  fto.     In  ehoii, 
such  was  the  golden  harvest  which  showered  down  upon  him  on  all  sides,  on  aoooont 
of  this  splendid  publication,  that   ''he  made  a  feast  at  his  house  in  South 
Lambeth,  in  honour  to  his  benefactors  of  the  work  OF  THl  gabter."    I  hope 
he  had  the  conscience  to  make  Hollar  his  Vice-President,  or  to  seat  bim  at  Us 
right  hand  ;  for  this  artist's  EtigravingSy  much  more  than  the  author^s  oompod* 
tion,  will  immortalize  the  volume.     Yet  the  artist — died  in  penury  1    These 
particulars  relating  to  thb  popular  work,  which  it  was  thought  might  be  amusing 
to  the  lover  of  fine  books,  have  been  faithfully  extracted  from  the  'foromeo- 
tionod  original  and  amuuing  Diary.     The  Order  of  the  Garter  was  originally 
sold  for  1/.  lOi..     Sco  ClavcV$  Catalogue,  1675,  p.  31. 
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!  conceived  hitnuc]!'  bound  to  do  in  consequence,  pro- 
lably,  of  wearing  John  Bee's  red  velvet  night   cap — he 

iffbt  have  minified  a  targer  portion  of  common  sense 
Bid  sound  practicaJ  observations  in  his  writings. 

But  a  truce  to  worthy  old  EUas.  For  see  yonder  the 
pibliomaniacal  spirit  of  Arciihismop  Laud  pacing  your 
ttirary !     With  one  hand  resting  upon  a  folio,*  it  points. 


•  Abcbbisiiof  LiOB,  who  has  behondDd  in  the  yeai  164),  liad  a  great  fond- 

iB  decoration  in  dieaa,  tooks,  lud  ecolesiastical  esbiljlislunetite ; 

li  Duule  him  nupuctad  of  x  lenain^  towardB  the  Roidhii  Catholic  religion, 

~      iD  by  Dr.  £lByliii,  in  a  hvarf  folio  volimiE  of  547  I>sge>i; 

i  In  which  we  have  a  safficieaUy  prolix  nocouDt  of  the  political  occumnoes 

g  Laud'a  primacy,  but  rather  a  sparing,  or  indeed  no,  iccouot  of  hii  private 

■  and  traiU  of  doniostio  obaraoter.    In  Lloyd's  Mtmeirt  nf  tkt  Suffcreri  (mm 

>  yeu  1037  to  imo  inalasiTe  (IMS.  tol.)  are  oxhilnted  tbo  articlen  of  (m- 

■t  the  ArohbUhop ;  and,  amongst  them,  are  the  foUawingbiblio- 

"  Art.  S.  ReoeiTing'  a  BMt,  with  a  cnicifijc  embraidured 

1  lady.     Art.  6,     A  book  of  popish  pictuma,  too  JUiuali, 

lUflcak,  and  Breviaries,  whiob  he  mode  use  of  as  a  scholar.    Art.  7.  His  (own) 

mble  iSwt  o/  DtvulioH,  diirested  according  to  the  ancient  nay  of  ooDonical 

I,  Ao.     Art.  19.     TAt  boot  of  ^orU,  ohicb  was  published   Gnit   in   Kin^ 

M  bis  reign,  before  he  hod  any  power  in  the  cburoh  ;  and  afterword  in  Kinf; 

'  m  his  rvign,  before  he  had  the  oliiof  power  in  the  church,"  he.,  pp,  23£— 1£)7. 

It  U  Lnul's  head  was  doomed  to  be  severed  from  his  body  in  conscquoaco  of 

n  hii  bibliomaniacal  frailties,  what  would  have  L>eea  laid  to  the  fine  copy  of 

!•  of  the  Salubmy  Prineri  or  MitiaU,  priated  by  fynson  fPOH  VELLDI^  which 

M  Mouged  to  this  archbiihop,  and  is  now  in  the  library  of  BL  Jobn'e  College, 

Has  tie  reader  eter  seen  the  same  primate's  Dopy  of  the  Aldint 

AriMophana,  149S,  in  tho  same  placet    "Tis  a  glorious  Tolutno ;  and  I  think 

nearly  eijiiala  my  friend  Mr.  Uebor's  copy,  onco  Lord  Holifoi's,   of  the  same 

editioD.     Of  Laud's  beuefactions  to  the  Bodleian  Library,   the  bibliographer  will 

tec  amplff  mention  made  in  tbo   Cufufu^u  Liltvr^ia    MuKuxriplonan  Angtiir, 

HilBniat,  &o.,  1697,  folio.     The  toUowiD);,   from  Heylia,  is  worth  extracting: 

"Being  come  near  the  block,  be  (Laud)  put  off  his  doublet.  &o.,  and  seeiug 

Uuvugb  the  chink  of  tbe  boards  that  soma  people  wore  got  under  tbe  scaffold, 

abiTut  tbe  Tery  place  where  the  blook  was  seated,  ho  called  to  the  officer  for  some 

dart  to  stop  them,  or  to  remove  tho  people  thonoe  ;  saying,  it  woa  no  port  of  his 

dcaire  '  that  his  blood  should  fall  upon  tlie  heads  of  tho  people.'    Never  did  man 

potoS  mortality  with  a  bettor  oouroge,  nor  look  upon  his  bloody  and  tnaljclous 

•ftemiiM  with  more  chrlatiuD  charity."    Cypruinn*  Angtiem;   or  the  Lift  and 

lj  LoMd ;  1008,  fol. ;  p.  E3a.     la  the  Maater'a  library  at  St.  John's,  Oxford, 

baw  the  velvet  cap  which  it  is  said  Laud  wore  at  his  oiecution ;  and  in 

~  0  mark  of  the  aie  is  sufGcientl;  visible.     The  archbishop  wa<  a  j^real 

ir  to  this  colluge,    Mr.  H.  Ellia,  of  the  Museum,  wbo  with  mytelf  were 

m  socii"  of  tho  same  establinhraent,  vrritoe  mc,  that  "  Among  what  ara 

d  the  kind's  pampliluta  in  tbo  British    Muaeiim,  is  a  fiagmcut  of  a  tract, 
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with  the  other,   to  your  favourite  prmr  «k' 
building  of  the  University  of 
ing  us  of  his  attachment,  while  living,  ca 
fine  l)ooks,   and    of  his    benefacdonf    ca 
Library.     Now  it  "  looks   trowninsly  "  ^la 
tumintr  round,  and  shewing^  the  yec 
which  the  life-blood  flowed,  it  flits 


Piir  levibus  veutis,  volucri>^Tic  *^—'"iiii  himmi 

Peace,    peace,   thou    once  "  lofty  spirxc  * 
sepulchre — always  consecrated   by    the   znoaiL 
who  has  been  benetited  by  thy  bounty  ! 

Perhaps  Laud  should  have  been  nodceti  x  irdai 
in  this  list  of  bibliomanical  heroes:  bar.  lirms 
noticed  him,  I  cannot  refrain  ^m  ootsts^nnr  n 
that  the  notorious  High  Peters  rer-eiLcti  31 
the  spoils  of  the  archbishop's  libnry:  loii 
are,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  aiMx&e 
on  the  journals  of  the  House  of  Cofflmuntf  :« 
the  same.* 


without  tide,  of  fifty-six  pages  onl j,  impcrfdct :  bezmxmuc, 
of  A  Mrtaine  pamphlet  latelj  printed  in  So.^ianii.    nui 
AuUxiitiieri^4.'  kc,  'The  Cantahftri.irrf  SoLi-^roa^'tLrcim. 
prv*tiiod.  is  the  foUovric^r  remark  ic  a  LiZ'i  :f  zas  "sma. 
followiniT.  vas  fo<iL<l  in  the  Archbishop' i   Loud  -"  l*l3cur'. 
prvssioD  of  :he:<e  s^acen  iheetj  «ai>  f  .n^'i.  ':c3  larrtr  ;«irixzi=c 
thou  us  hearvxr.  ocntaine<L     May  lltli.  I'f  U.*    Th^a  "rars.    tr^:z3 


which  i;«  a  »:'. j*j.'.ar  aci  valuable  cur.c^hj.  is  fa  ±ux  &  -i^^-^u.  isiat^am.  i 
ArchV:5aoj>  L.iu :,  not  only  from  tiie  aLi2>ler>  :f  "iu  ^■«»n--  ■■»  tc  z^  mm 
of  tho  tini«.<s  iz.  p:n=ral  :  az.'i  from  internal  eviiidiue  roma  arr  m^  ^^HK  J 
no  ono  bu:  bin:  self.  It  ii  in  a  style  cf  vrisiur  '^tayrma  'Sac  r 
pr\Ki '.legions  uf  ihc  viay." 

*  I  .m:   in>li:bce<i  to  the  fame  literary  fraoui  vau  ^psni   sm  x 
which  c'os<;s  :h.e  last  note,  for  the  eo.-rj:njE  car^icuiars  ? 
which  an?  txvcn  frim  the  j-'imali  of  the  lo-ver  uixsu 
Orvicreii.  tiu.:  a  *tuiv-  -ir'^^ka,  so  the  Talne  ji  J**'/,    joe  it 
M>^^i.;cst<;red.  c«  f  jriLxith  bestowed  ap<:a  Mr.  P^rSBS.  * 
t'.intiNi  .t.T.  V.I.   iL.    p.    4iJ.     ''Ao.   1444.     ^   A^zn. 
formerly  (rleajoi  :•:-  leatcw  upcn  Ur.   Petein  bouks  "Si  ~izv 
thij  day  cruere:  *lia:  Kr.  Recorder,  3fr. , WhiLUJck.  3r.    3iiL 
do  cause  ;o  ro   Iclivtin.-*!  to  Mr.  Peter*,  to  tha  Tainii  at  "JAiL, 
private  and  L-art:ciLJL;  sza.\lj  of  ihe  AaCHBOHUP  3F  C 
p  -td9      ".\.    !^4L  2t^  J-jjd}.     Dies  pabiice  E'lmxlxBcaaBa 
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Lis.  This  is  extraordinary  enough.  But^  if*  I  well 
remember^  you  mentioned^  a  short  time  ago^  the  name  of 
Braith  WAIT  as  connected  with  that  of  Peacham.  Now, 
as  I  persume  Lorenzo  has  not  tied  down  his  guests  to 
any  rigid  chronological  rules,  in  their  literary  chit-chat, 
so  I  presume  you  might  revert  to  Braithwait,  without 
being  taxed  witfi  any  great  violation  of  colloquial 
order. 

Lysamd.  Nay,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  bookish  anec- 
dote concerning  Braithwait.  He  was  mentioned  with 
Peacham  as  being  a  like  accomplished  character.*      Some 


tk  ]arge  and  fiill  relation  of  the  state  of  the  western  counties,  and  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  my  Lord  General's  army,  since  its  coming  thither,**  &c.  "  Whereas, 
formerly,  books  to  the  amount  of  100/.  were  bestowed  upon  Mr.  Peters  out  of  the 
urcbbishop's  priyate  library,  and  whereas  the  said  study  is  appraised  at  above  401. 
more  than  the  100/.,  it  is  ordered  this  day  that  Mr.  Peters  shall  have  the  wholo 
stndy  of  books  freely  bestowed  upon  him."  Id.  p.  544.  "  Ao.  1660.  May  16. 
Ordered,  That  all  books  and  papers,  heretofore  belonging  to  the  library  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  now,  or  lately,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Huon 
PXTXBS,  be  forthwith  secured."  In  Ashmole's  life,  before  the  first  volume  of  his 
Antiq.  of  Berkshire,  it  is  said  in  Aug.  1660,  "  Mr.  Ashmole  had  a  commission  to 
examine  that  infamous  buffoon  and  trumpeter  of  rebellion,  Hugh  Peters,  con- 
cerning the  disposal  of  the  pictures,  jewels,  &c.,  belonging  to  the  royal  ffunily, 
"which  were  committed  chiefly  to  his  care,  and  sold  and  dispersed  over  Europe  : 
'which  was  soon  brought  to  a  conclusion  by  the  obstinacy  or  ignorance  of  their 
criminal,  who  either  would  not,  or  was  not  able  to,  give  the  desired  satisfaction. 


»» 


*  The  talents  of  Richard  Brajthwatt  do  not  appear  to  me  to  be  so  gene- 
rally known  and  highly  commended  as  they  merit  to  be.  His  Nursery  for 
OcKtnff  1651,  4to.  (with  his  portrait  in  an  engraved  frontispiece  by  Marshall),  is 
'written  with  the  author's  usual  point  and  spirit ;  but,  as  I  humbly  conceive,  is  a  loss 
interesting  performance  than  his  Enylish  Gerdleman,  1633,  4to.  (with  a  frontis- 
piece by  Marshall),  or  Enxjlish  Ocnilewotnan,  1631,  4to.  (also  with  a  fi:t)nti8pioce 
by  the  same  artist).  There  is  a  terseness  and  vigour  in  Braithwait's  style 
which  is  superior  to  that  of  his  contemporary,  Peacham ;  who  seems  to 
excel  in  a  calm,  easy,  and  graceful  manner  of  composition.  Both  these  eminent 
writers  are  distinguished  for  their  scholastic  and  gentlemanly  attainments; 
but  in  the  "  divine  art  of  poesy"  (in  which  light  I  mean  here  more  particularly 
to  display  the  powers  of  Braithwait)  Peacham  has  no  chance  of  being  considered 
even  as  a  respectable  competitor  with  his  contemporary.  Mr.  George  Ellis,  in 
his  pleasing  Specimens  of  the  early  English  Poets,  vol.  iii.,  p.  103,  has  selected 
two  songs  of  Braithwait  "from  a  work  not  enumerato<l  by  Wood;"  calling 
the  author,  "a  noted  wit  and  poet,"  His  fame,  however,  is  not  likely  to 
"  gather  strength"  from' these  effusions.  It  is  from  some  passages  in  The  A  rcadian 
Prineessc  —a  work  which  has  been  already,  and  more  than  once,  referred  to,  but 
which  is  too  dislocated  and  heterogeneous  to  recommend  to  a  complete  perusal — 
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of  his  pieces  are  written  upon  the    same    subjects   as 
were  Peacham's,  and  with    great  point    and    elegance. 


it  is  from  some  passages  in  this  work  that  I  think  Braithwait  shinea  with  mon 
lustre  as  a  poet  than  in  any  to  which  his  name  is  affixed.  Take  the  foUoviig 
miscellaneous  ones,  by  way  of  specimens.  They  are  sometimes  a  little  fiuiHj  in 
rhyme  and  melody :  but  they  are  never  lame  from  imbecility. 


-he  has  the  happiest  wit. 


Who  has  discretion  to  attemper  it. 

And  of  all  others,  those  the  least  doe  erre. 

Who  in  opinion  are  least  singular. 

Let  Stoicks  be  to  opposition  given. 

Who  to  extreames  in  arguments  are  driven ; 

Submit  thy  Judgment  to  another's  will 

If  it  be  good  ;  oppose  it  mildly,  ilL 

Lib.  iv.,  p.  7. 

Strong  good  sense  has  been  rarely  exhibited  in  fewer  lines  than  in  the  pn- 
ceding  ones.  We  have  next  a  vigorously  drawn  character  which  has  the 
frightful  appellation  of 

Uptrtphanot,  who  still  thought 
That  th'  world  without  him  would  be  brought  to  nought : 
For  when  the  dogge-starre  raged,  he  used  to  ay. 
"  No  other  Atlas  has  the  world  but  I. 
I  am  that  only  /fee,  supports  the  state ; 
Cements  divisions,  shuts  up  Janus'  gate ; 
Improves  the  publike  fame,  chalks  out  the  way 
How  princes  should  command,  sutjects  obey. 
Nought  passeth  my  discovery,  for  my  sense . 
Extends  itself  to  all  intelligence." 

Ac.  Ac.  Ac. 
So  well  this  story  and  this  embleme  wrought, 
Upertphanoi  was  so  humble  brought. 
As  he  on  earth  dlsvalu'd  nothing  more. 
Than  what  his  vainest  humour  pris'd  before. 
More  wise,  but  lesse  conceited  of  his  wit ; 
More  pregnant,  but  lesse  apt  to  humour  it ; 
More  worthy,  'cause  he  could  agnize  his  want ; 
More  eminent,  because  less  arragant. 
In  briefe,  so  humbly-morally  divine. 
He  was  esteem'd  the  Nonsuch  of  his  time. 

Id,,  pp.  B,  II. 

Another  character,  with  an  equally  bizarre  name,  is  drawn  with  the 
vigour: 

MeJixoa ;  such  a  starved  one. 
As  ho  had  nothing  left  but  skin  and  bone. 
The  shady  suhstance  of  a  living  man. 
Or  object  of  contempt  wheree'er  he  came. 
Yet  had  hee  able  parts,  and  could  discourse, 
Presse  moving  reasons,  arguments  enforce, 
Expresse  bin  roadingK  with  a  comely  grace. 
And  prove  himsolfe  a  ConstU  in  his  place ! 

/d,  p.  11 
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He  seems,  indeed,  to  have  had  the  literary  credit  and 
moral  welfare  of  his  coontrymen  so  much  at  stake  that, 
I  confess,  I  have  a  vast  fondness  for  his  lucubrations. 
His  ''English  Gentlewoman"  might  be  reprinted  with 
advantage. 

As  I  am  permitted  to  be  desultory  in  my  remarks, 
(and,  indeed,  I  craved  this  permission  at  the  outset  of 
them)  I  may  here  notice  the  publication  of  an  excellent 
Catalogue  of  Books,  in  1658,  4to. ;  which,  like  its  pre- 
decessor, Maunsell's,  helped  to  inflame  the  passions 
of  purchasers,  and  to  fill  the  coffers  of  booksellers. 
Whenever  you  can  meet  with  this  small  volume,  pur- 
chase it,  Lisardo ;  if  it  be  only  for  the  sake  of  reading 
the  spirited    introduction    prefixed   to   it.*    The  author 

We  faaye  a  still  more  highly-coloured,  and  indeed  a  terrific^  as  well  as  ori- 
ginal, picture,  in  the  following  animated  yerses  : 

Next  him,  Uptoomos  ;  one  more  severe, 
Ne'er  pnrple  wore  in  this  inferioor  sphere : 
Rough  and  distastefall  w&a  his  natnre  still. 
His  life  unsociable,  as  was  his  wilL 
Eris  and  Bnio  his  two  pages  were, 
His  traine  stem  Apuneia  ns'd  to  beare. 
Terrour  and  thunder  echo'd  firom  h|s  tongue, 
Though  weake  in  Judgment,  in  opinion  strong. 
A  fiery  inflammation  seiz'd  his  eyes. 
Which  could  not  well  be  temper'd  any  wise  : 
For  they  werebloud-shot,  and  so  prone  to  ill. 
As  basillake-like,  where'ere  they  look,  they  kill. 
No  laws  but  Draco's  with  his  humour  stood. 
For  they  were  writ  in  characters  of  blond.  . 

His  stomacke  w^  dlstemper'd  In  such  sort 
Nought  would  digest ;  nor  could  he  relish  sport 
His  dreames  were  full  of  melancholy  feare. 
Bolts,  halters,  gibbets,  halloo'd  In  his  eare : 
Fury  fed  nature  with  a  little  food, 
Which,  ill-concocted,  did  him  lesser  good. 

Id.,  p.  16. 

But  it  is  time  to  pause  upon  Braithwait.  Whoever  does  not  see,  in  these 
specimens,  some  of  the  most  powerful  rhyming  couplets  of  the  early  half  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  if  not  the  model  of  some  of  the  verses  in  Dryden's 
satirical  pieces,  has  read  both  poets  with  ears  differently  construoted  from  those 
of  the  author  of  this  book. 

*  This  volume,  which  has  been  rather  fully  described  by  me  in  the  edition  of 
More's  Utopia^  vol.  ii.,  p.  260,  284 — where  some  specimens  of  the  "Introduc- 
tion,'* so  strongly  recommended  by  Lysander,  will  be  found — is  also  noticed  in 
the  AtAenaum,  vol.  ii.,  601 ;  where  there  is  an  excellent  analysis  of  its  contents. 
Hero,  let  me  subjoin  only  odo  short  specimen  :  In  praise  of  learning,  it  is  said  : 
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was  a  man,  whoever  he  may  chance  to  be,  of  no  mean 
intellectual  powers.     But  to  return. 

Where  ?k<p  now  the  relics  of  DvsoN's  Library, 
which  suppliotl  that  HtUuo  Ubrorum,  Richard  Smidi, 
with  "' most  of  his  rarities?"*  I  would  ^ve  something 
prf-tty  considerable  to  have  a  correct  list — but  more  to 
hrive  an  unmoles^ted  siarht— of  this  library,  in  its  original 
state  :  if  it  were  merely  to  be  convinced  whether  or  not 
it  contained  a  copy  of  the  first  edition  of  Shakespeare, 
ot  ]i\Tir(:r  dimensions,  and  in  cleaner  condition,  than  the 
one  in  Phi  lander's  Collection  ! 

I  h[tve  incidentallv  mentioned  the  name  of  Richard 
SMiTif>    Such    a    bibliomaniac    deserves    ample  notice. 


•'  WL-i  r.r.  1  l-.-?jT:e  1  men  aro  the  s-jrert  stakes  iu  tho  hedge  of  a  nation  or  elty : 
iLrv  arc  tho  I'Ps:  cnsarratoR  of  or.r  liberties  :  the  hinges  on  which  the  wd- 
fr.n?,  f i^vicr:,  a::  1  !.  17 1  irL6s%  hare  ;  the  bc»t  public  good,  and  only  oonnMO- 
wc-ahh's  mcr..  ThT>e  I':  ribrations,  meeting  with  a  tme  and  braTe  mind,  eu 
coL<^-:cr  xnc-n ;  aci,  witL  the  basilisk,  kill  envy  with  a  look.**    Siffn.  S,  4.  rwL 

*  "H.  DtsON  {^ays  Hcame)  a  per«on  of  a  Tery  strange,  prying,  and  inq[iii> 
sitivc  j^t-nia^,  in  tho  n.atter  of  b<x>k.<,  as  may  appear  from  many  librarisi; 
tLorc  \  <:iz:((  l»oijkit,  cbicdy  in  old  En^rUsh,  almost  in  every  libnry,  tjbat  have 
}>elor:£rcd  to  Lim,  with  his  name  upon  them.'*  PtUr  LangU^fCt  Cknmidm, 
vol.  i.,  p.  xiii.  This  intelli?e!ico  Heame  gleaned  from  his  friend  Mr.  T.  Baksr. 
Wc  are  r.fcrrcJ  h\  the  former  to  the  BlU.  R.  Smiik,  p.  871,  aUas  401,  N».  IH 
to  ar.  artiv^Io,  wLivL  coi.iirn^s  what  is  Raid  of  Smith's  "ooUecting  most  of  ha 
riritie^  out  *jf  th-j  li:  iv.r.-  of  H.  rh'son.**  The  article  is  thus  described  in 
F;:i<l.  .^uith,  ■'••'i.  ;  "115  SIjc  seTeral  catalogues  of  all  such  booki^  teaching  thi 
:-t:'.to  cc::Ii:ria.'>tical  as  temi>oral  of  tho  realm  of  Kngland,  which  ware  publidied 
iij>oc  s>.Tcr:iL  ov.-ca-ior.s,  in  tho  rei^s  of  Kj  Henry  the  viith  and  viitth,  Phi^ 
an  I  Mar\-,  Q.  Elizabeth,  K.  James,  and  Charles  L,  oollected  by  llr.  H.  I^yMB : 
out  of  who.-o  lilirar>-  was  gathered,  by  Mr.  Smith,  a  great  pert  of  the  ruitMi 
of  this  cataI'>:rio."  A  cata]op:ne  of  the  books  sold  in  the  reign  of  Hen.  YU. 
would  W  invalualilc  to  a  bibliogmphor !  Let  me  add,  for  the  nka  of 
pleasing!:,  or  rather,  f>crhaps,  tantalising  my  good  friend  Sir.  Haleswood,  that 
this  article  iii  immediately  under  one  which  describes  *'  An  Ancient  MS,  tf 
IlnnttHr;,  IN  VELLUM  (wanting  something)  quarioJ"  I  hear  him  axdaan— 
"  Whcro  is  this  treasure  now  to  be  found  T'  Perhaps,  upon  the  oorar  of  a  book 
of  Devotion ! 

t  From  the  address  To  tho  Reader,  prefixed  to  the  Catalogue  of  ltw«WAMi 
Smitzi's  books,  which  was  put  forth  by  Chiswol  the  bookaeller,  in  May  188^ 
4to. — the  bibliomanLic  is  presented  with  the  following  interesting  bat  emnply 
written,  partictilars  relating  to  the  owner  of  them  :  "  Though  it  be  needlaH  te 
reconmicnd  what  to  all  intelligent  persons  sufficiently  commend  Itaelf,  yet,  p«- 
ha}»s,  it  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  ingenious  to  have  some  short  accoont  con* 
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and  the  warmest  commendation.    Ah^  my  Lisardo  !  had 
you  lived  in  the  latter  days  of  Charles  II. — ^had  you,  by 


eerning  This  so  mtich  celebrated,  so  often  desired,  so  long  expected.  Library,  now 
exposed  to  sale.  The  gentleman  that  collected  it  was  a  person  infinitely  curious 
and  inquisitive  after  books  ;  and  who  suffered  nothing  considerable  to  escape 
him,  that  fell  within  the  compass  of  his  learning  ;  for  he  had  not  the  vanity  of 
desiring  to  be  master  of  more  than  he  knew  how  to  use.  He  lived  to  a  very 
great  age,  and  spent  a  good  part  of  it  almost  entirely  in  the  search  of  books. 
Being  as  constantly  known  every  day  to  walk  his  rounds  through  the  shops  as 
hesatdown  to  meab,  where  his  great  skiU  and  experience  enabled  him  to  make 
choice  of  what  was  not  obvious  to  every  vulgar  eye.  He  lived  in  times  which 
ministered  peculiar  opportunities  of  meeting  with  books  that  are  not  every  day 
brought  into  publick  light ;  and  few  eminent  libraries  were  bought  where  he  had 
not  the  liberty  to  pick  and  choose.  And  while  others  were  forming  arms,  and 
new-modelling  kingdoms,  his  great  ambition  was  to  become  mlister  of  a  good 
Book.  Hence  arose,  as  that  vast  number  of  his  books,  so  the  ohoioeness  and 
rarity  of  the  greatest  part  of  them  ;  and  that  of  all  kinds,  and  in  all  sorts  of 
learning,"  &c.  "  Nor  was  the  owner  of  them  a  meer  idle  possessor  of  so  great  a 
treasure :  for  as  he  generally  collaied  his  books  upon  the  bujing  of  them  (upon 
which  account  the  buyer  may  rest  pretty  secure  of  their  being  perfect)  so  he  did 
not  barely  turn  over  the  leaves,  but  observed  the  defects  of  impressions,  and  the 
iU  arts  used  by  many  ;  compared  the  differences  of  editions ;  concerning  which, 
and  the  like  cases,  he  has  entered  memorable,  and  very  useful,  remarks  upon 
very  many  of  the  books  under  his  own  hand :  Observations  wherein,  certainly, 
never  man  was  more  diligent  and  industrious.  Thus  much  was  thought  fit  to  be 
communicated  to  publick  notice,  by  a  gentleman  who  was  intimately  acquainted 
both  with  lir.  Smith  and  his  books.  This  excellent  library  will  be  exposed  by 
auction,  and  the  sale  will  begin  on  Monday  the  15th  day  of  May  next,  at  the  auc- 
tion house,  known  by  the  name  of  THE  swan,  in  Great  tk,  Bartholomev^s  Close,  and 
there  continue,  day  by  day,  the  five  first  days  of  every  week,  till  aU  Vie  books 
be  sold.'*  In  this  catalogue  of  Richard]  Smith's  books,  the  sharp-eyed  biUio- 
maniac  will  discover  twelve  volumes  printed  by  Caxton  ;  which  collectively, 
produced  only  the  sum  of  3Z.  7s.  6d,  The  price  of  each  of  these  volumes  has 
been  already  given  to  the  public  {Typog.^Antiq.,  vol  L,  p.  cxxxii.)  I  suppose  a 
thousand  guineas  would  now  barely  secure  perfect  copies  of  them  !  The  catalogue 
itself  is  most  barbarously  printed,  and  the  arrangement  and  description  of  the 
volumes  such  as  to  damn  the  compiler  "to  everlasting  fame."  A  number  of  the 
moft  curious,  rare,  and  intrinsically  valuable  books — ^the  very  insertion  of  which 
in  a  bookseller's  catalogue  would  probably  now  make  a  hundred  bibliomaniacs 
start  from  their  homes  by  star-light,  in  order  to  come  in  for  the  first  pickings — a 
number  of  volumes  of  this  description  are  huddled  together  in  one  lot,  and  all 
these  classed  under  the  provokmg  running  title  of  "Bundles  qf  Books,"  or 
"  Bundles  of  stieht  Books  T  But  it  is  time  to  bid  adieu  to  this  matchless  col- 
lection. Leaving  the  virtuoso  **  to  toil,  from  rise  to  set  of  sun"  after  W.  Sherwin's 
'  extra  rare  and  fine  "  portrait  of  the  collector,  which  wUl  cost  him  hard  upon 
en  pounds  (see  jSftr  William  Musgrave*^  Catalogue  of  English  Portraits,  p.  92, 
n^  82),  and  to  seize,  if  it  be  in  hb  power,  a  copy  of  the  catalogue  itself,  "  with  the 
prices  and  purchasers' names ''  (vide  Bibl.  Lort.,  n9-  1354).  I  proceed  to  attend 
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accident,  fallen  into  the  society  of  this  indefotigaHfliH 
book-forag'er,  while  he  pursued  his  book-rounds  m  LtttCZI 
Britain — could  you  have  listened  to  his  instmctiye  am—  . 
yersatioUy  and  returned  home  with  him  to  the  oonge&ia..^ 
quiet  and  avocations  of  his  book-room — would  you,  how  -^ 
ever  caressed  St.  James's,  or  even  smiled  upcm  by  t]i»r^ 
first  Duchess  in  the  land — havei  cared  a  rush  for  th^^i 
splendours  of  a  Court,  or  concentrated  your  best 
forts  in  a  coach  drawn  by  six  cream-coloured  horses 
Would  you  not,  on  the  contrary,  have  thought  with 
illustrious  bibliomaniac,  and  with  the  sages  of 
and  Rome  before  him,  that  "  in  books  is  wisdom,  and  5 
wisdom  is  happiness." 

Lis.  In  truth  I  should  have  done  even  more  than 
what  your  barren  imagination  has  here  depicted.  Smitftlr 
figure,  his  address,  his  conversation,  his  library — 

Lor  EN.  Enough — peace !  There  is  no  end  to  Lisardo's 
fndtfid  imagination.  We  are  surfeited  with  the  ridh 
ness  of  it.  Go  on,  dear  Lysander ;  but  first,  satisfy  a 
desire  which  I  just  now  feel  to  be  informed  of  the  period 
when  Saks  of  Books,  by  Auction,  were  introduced  into 
this  country. 

Lysand.  You  take  that  for  granted  whidi  remains 
be  proved:  namely,  my  ability  to  gratify  you  in  this 
particular.  Of  the  precise  period  when  this  memorable 
revolution  in  the  sale  of  books  took  place  I  have  no 
means  of  being  accurately  informed :  but  I  should  think 
not  anterior  to  the  year  1673,  or  1674 ;  for,  in  the  year 
1676,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  the  catalogue  of  the 
Library  of  Dr.  Seaman  was  put  forth ;  to  which  is  pre- 
fixed  an  address  to  the  reader,  wherein  the .  custom  of 
selling  books  by  auction  is  mentioned  as  haying  heen 
but  of  recent  origin  in  our  country.*     It  was,  however, 

upon  Lysander  :  not,  however,  without  informing*him  that  Str3rpe  {lAJt  qf  Cm- 
mer,  p.  368),  as  well  as  Heame  {Liber  Niger  Sco/ccarii,  vol.  ii.,  p.  642),  has  con- 
descended  to  notice  the  famous  library  of  this  famous  collector  of  hfxk^ 
RlCHAllD  Smitu  ! 

*  A  part  of  the  address  "To  the  Reader,"  in  the  catalc^^e  above-mcDtioMd, 
by  Lysander,  being  somewhat  of  a  curiosity,  is  here  reprinted  in  its  unadoHerated 
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Clavel,  a  bookseller,  who  published  useful  catalogues  of 
books  to  be  sold  in  his  own  warehouse,  retorted  in  shaip 


Now  allays,  the  last  article  alone  would  pr  duoe— shall  I  say  nime  iSmm  the 
sum  of  the  whole  ?    But  onoe  more : 


/m  Odaro,    PhilolOOIBTB. 

Rob.  Crowley's  Confatation  and  Answer  to  a  wicked  ballade  of 

the  abuse  of  the  sacrament  of  the  altar,  1548. 
Philaiignrno,  or  Cbvetousness  of  Great  Britain,  1551. 
A  Confutation  of  13  articles  of  Niool  Sharton's,  1551. 
The  Voice  of  the  last  Trumpet,  blown  by  the  aeTenUi  angel, 

1550.  L     s.    <L 

Bob.  Crowley's  four  last  things.  8    S 

A  petition  against  the  oppressors  of  the  poor  of  this  realm,  1550. 
A  supplication  of  the  poor  Commons,  1550. 
Piers  Plowman  Exhortation  to  the  Parliament,  and  a  New-Tear*8 

gift,  1560. 
The  Hurt  of  Sedition  to  the  Commonwealth,  1549. 


To  continue  the  History  qf  Booh  Auctions,  a  little  further.  Two 
the  preceding  sale,  namely,  in  1678,  were  sold  the  collections  of  Dr.  Maxtok^ 
Dr.  WoRSLET,  and  others.  In  the  address  to  the  Reader,  prefixed  to  Mantoa's 
catalogue,  it  would  seem  that  this  was  the  "fourth  triall "  of  thia  mode  of  alt 
in  our  own  country.  The  conditions  and  time  of  sale  the  same  aa  the  pieead- 
ing ;  and  because  one  Briggs,  and  not  one  Cooper,  drew  up  the  nme,  Coopv 
craves  the  reader's  "  excuse  for  the  mistakes  that  hare  happened ;  and  de^bei 
that  the  saddle  may  be  laid  upon  the  right  hone.'*  In  this  oolleotion  then  k  a 
more  plentiful  sprinkling  of  English  books  ;  among  which,  Dugdale's  Wanri^- 
shire,  1656,  was  sold  for  1/.  6«. ;  and  Fuller's  Worthies  for  the  same  sum.  Hit 
''Collections  of  Pamphlets,  bound  together  in  Quarto,"  were  immenae.  Dr. 
Worsley's  collection,  with  two  others,  was  sold  two  months  afterwaids ;  naa^y, 
in  May,  1678 :  and  from  the  address  "To  the  Reader,**  it  would  appear  that 
Dr.  Manton's  books  brought  such  high  prices  as  to  excite  the  en^  of  the  tndi. 
Worsley's  collection  was  sold  at  9  and  2,  the  usual  hours  "  at  the  hooet  onr 
against  the  hen  and  chickens,  in  Patei^Noster  Row."  Hie  ▼endera  thua  JulilSf 
themselves  at  the  close  of  their  address :  "  We  have  only  this  to  add  in  behalf 
of  ourselves ;  that,  forasmuch  as  a  report  has  been  spread  that  we  inteiid  to 
use  indirect  means  to  advance  the  prices,  we  do  affirm  that  it  is  a  groondlaM  aad 
malicious  suggestion  of  some  of  our  own  trade,  envious  of  our  undertaking :  and 
that,  to  avoid  all  manner  of  suspicion  of  such  practice,  we  have  aboolutoly  mfiwart 
all  manner  of  commissions  that  have  been  offered  us  for  bujing  (aome  of  tibsM 
without  limitation) :  and  do  declare  that  the  company  shall  have  ««fti><»^  hot 
candid  and  ingenuous  dealing  from 

JOBK  DUXMOBI, 
RlCHJJU>  ChOTB.. 
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terms  upon  the  foUy  and  extravagance  which  were  ex- 
hibited at  book  auctions.  However^  neither  Clavel  nor 
his  successors,  from  that  period  to  the  present,  have 
been  able  to  set  this  custom  aside,  nor  to  cool  the  fury 
of  book -auction  bibliomaniacs — who,  to  their  eternal 
shame  be  it  said,  will  sometimes,  from  the  hot  and 
hasty  passions  which  are  stirred  up  by  the  poisonous 
miasmata  floating  in  the  auction  -  room,  give  a  sum 
twice  or  thrice  beyond  the  real  value  of  the  books 
bidden  for!  Indeed,  I  am  frequently  amused  to  see 
the  vehemence  and  rapture  with  which  a  dirty  little 
volume  is  contended  for  and  embraced — while  a  respect- 
able bookseller,  like  Fortius,  coolly  observes  across 
the  table — '^  I  have  «a  better  copy  on  sale  at  one  third 
of  the  price  !" 

Lis.  From  what  you  say,  it  would  appear  to  be  wiser 
to  lay  out  one's  money  at  a  bookseller's  than  at  a  book- 
auction  ? 

Lysand.  Both  methods  must  of  necessity  be  resorted 
to:  for  you  cannot  find  with  the  one  what  you  may 
obtain  at  the  other.  A  distinguished  collector,  such  as 
the  late  Mr.  Reed,  or  Mr.  Gough,  or  Mr.  Joseph  Wind- 
ham, dies,  and  leaves  his  library  to  be  sold  by  auction 
for  the  benefit  of  his  survivors.  Now,  in  this  library 
so  bequeathed,  you  have  the  fruits  of  book-labour, 
collected  for  a  long  period,  and  cultivated  in  almost 
every  department  of  literature.  A  thousand  radii  are 
concentrated  in  such  a  circle ;  for  it  has,  probably,  been 
the  object  of  the  collector's  life  to  gather  and  to  con- 
centrate these  radii.  In  this  case,  therefore,  you  must 
attend  the  auction  ;  you  must  see  how  such  a  treasure  is 
scattered,  like  the  Sibylline  leaves,  by  the  winds  of  fate. 


At  this  8ale,  the  Shakspeare  of  1632  brought  16<. ;  and  of  1663, 1/.  8s. 

In  the  November  and  December  of  the  same  year  were  sold  by  auction  the 
books  of  VoET,  Sanoar,  and  others,  and  from  the  preface  to  each  catalogue  it 
would  seem  that  the  sale  of  books  by  auction  was  then  but  a  recent,  yet  a  very 
successful,  experiment ;  and  that  even  collections  from  abroad  were  imported,  in 
order  to  be  disposed  of  in  a  like  manner. 

X  2 


K-_ 
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You  must  catch  at  what  you  want,  and  for  what  yoa 
have  been   a   dozen  years,  perhaps,  in  the  pursuit  ci 
You  will  pay  dearly  for  these  favourite  volumes;    bat 
you  have  them,  and   that  is  comfort  enough ;  and  yoo 
exclaim,    as    a    consolation  amidst    all  the    agony  and 
waste  of   time  which  such    a  contest    may  have  cost 
you, — "  Where,  at  what  bookseller's,  are  such  gems  now 
to  be  procured?"    All  this  may  be  well  enough.   But 
if  I  were  again   to   have,  as  I  have  already  had,  the 
power  of  directing  the  taste  and   applying  the  wealth 
of  a  young  collector — who,  on  coming  of  age,  wisdy 
considers  books  of  at  least  as  much   consequence  as  a 
stud  of  horses — I  would  say,  go  to   Mr.  Payne,  or  Mr. 
Evans,  or  Mr.  Mackinlay,  or  Mr.  Lunn,  for  your  Greek 
and  Latin  Classics ;    to  Mr.  Dulau,  or  Mr.  DelM^e,  finr 
your    French ;    to   Mr.   Carpenter,  or  Mr.  Cuthell,  for 
your  English ;    and  to  Mr.  White  for  your  Botany  and 
rare  and    curious  books    of    almost    every    descriptioB. 
Or,   if  you   want  delicious   copies,  in  lovely  binding,  of 
works  of   a  sumptuous  character,   go  and  drink  oo&e 
with   Mr.  Miller,  of  Albemarle  Street — ^under  the  warm 
light  of  an  Argand  lamp — amidst  a  blaze  of  morocco 
and  russia  coating,  which  brings  to  your  recollection  die 
view  of  the  Temple  of  the  Sun  in  die  play  of  Pizarro! 
You  will   also  find,   in    the  vender    of  these    volumes, 
courteous  treatment  and   "  gentlemanly  notions  of  men 
and  things."    Again,  if  you  wish  to  speculate  deeply  in 
books,  or  to  stock  a  newly-discovered  province  with  what 
is  most  excellent    and  popular  in    our  own   language, 
hire  a  vessel  of  300  tons'  burthen,   and  make  a  con- 
tract with   Messrs.  Longman,   Hurst,  and  Co.,  who  are 
enabled,  from  their  store  of  quires,  which  measure  SO 
feet  in   height,  by  40  in  length,   and  20  in   width,  to 
satisfy  all  the  wants  of  the  most  craving  bibliomamacs. 
In  opposition   to  this   pyramid,  enter   the  closet  of  Mr. 
Triphook,  jun.,  of  St.  James's  Street — and  resist,  if  it  be 
in   your  power    to  resist,  the  purchase  of  those    dean 
copies,   so  prettily  bound,  of  some  of  our  rarest  meoes 
of  black-letter  renown  ! 


r 
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LoREN.  From  this  digression,  oblige  us  now  by  re- 
turning to  our  bibliomaniacal  history. 

Lysand.  Most  willingly.  But  I  am  very  glad  you 
have  given  me  an  opportunity  of  speaking,  as  I  ought 
to  speak,  of  some  of  our  most  respectable  book- 
sellers, who  are  an  ornament  to  the  cause  of  thb  biblio< 
MANIA. 

We  left  off,  I  think,  with  noticing  that  renowned 
ik  -  collector,  Richard  Smith.  Let  me  next  make 
lonourable  mention  of  a  "par  nobile  Jratrum"  that 
yclcped  are  North.  The  "  Lives"  of  these  men,  with 
an  "  Examen"  (of  "  Kennet's  History  of  England"),  were 
published  by  a  relative  (I  think  a  grandson)  of  the  same 
name;  and  two  very  amusing  and  valuable  quarto  vo- 
lumes they  are !  From  one  of  these  Lives,  we  Icam  how 
pleasantly  the  Lord  Kfkprr  used  to  make  his  meals 
upon  some  one  entertaining  Law-volume  or  another: 
how  he  would  breakfast  upon  Stamford,'  dine  upon 
Oyke,  and  sup  upon  Fitzkerbert,  &.c. ;  and,  in  truth,  a 
JDost  insatiable  book  appetite    did  this  eminent  judge 


H  -  *  Tbeae  ore  the  wania  of  Lord  Kerfbb  Nortb'H  Biographor :  "Thera  are 
of  Lav-Booka,  iintitntiotu  of  riirimis  aortn,  and  reports  of  cun  <no")  ilmort 
innuniimble.  The  latter  bear  moal  the  cotitroveraiiil  law,  and  are  raid  aa  autlio- 
riSij  lUch  u  may  be  quoted :  nud  I  may  nay  the  grove  of  law  lecture  liee  Id 
them.  But  to  BpoD'l  weeks  and  munths  whnlly  in  tbem,  je  like  horaea  Id  a  atring 
hefore  ■  loodsn  waggon.  ThBy  an  indeed  a  careful  »ort  of  reading,  and  ohiofly 
require  uommon-placing,  and  that  makes  the  nark  go  on  slowly.  Hia  Lordship 
Uicrefare  used  to  mil  eome  inatitiitiotiat?  readiag  with  tbem,  as  after  a  fulnen 
of  the  reports  in  a  morning,  about  noon,  to  take  a  r«p(iet  in  Statn/erri,  Cotapbni, 
or  the  Lord  CtiWi  Pleaa  at  the  Crown  and  JurisiIictioD  Of  Courts,  ilanroed  at 
the  Foml  Law,  Fitiherbirt'i  Natura  Brevlum ;  and  also  M  look  over  aomo  of 
tbe  Antiqiiarian  Books,  as  Brillnn,  Bractoa.  Flela,  Firrlamt,  Btnghaa,  Ika  old 
r«9urei  JFarwaliona  .Vcms,  the  old  A'uturn  Breniiim,  and  the  Divenity  of  Conrta. 
nieoe,  at  times,  for  change  and  rofrethment,  being  books  oil  fit  to  be  known, 
And  those  that,  as  to  nuthority,  are  obaoletod,  go  rounder  off-baud,  because  they 
tttquin  little  common -planing,  and  that  only  as  to  matter  tptj  ringular  and 
fvmafkablo,  and  aaoh  ae  the  student  fancies  bo  shall  desire  afterwards  to  re- 
(sorer.  And,  besides  all  tliis,  the  day  afforded  him  room  for  a  little  Hutory; 
II in  iifljr  of  Eugtaod,  modem  boehs,  and  Cootroveray  in  Print,  ho.  Id 
this  manoer  lie  ardsred  his  own  atndiea,  but  with  excuiaioaB  into  Bumiiiitg 
and  AHi,  beyond  what  may  be  snitabla  to  the  gBuiui  of  ever;  ycutig  student 
■  tin  Uw."    Lifi  0/  Lord  Kttjur  OttlM/ord,  pp.  13,  19.    ffmtA'i  £m>,   adit. 
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possess.  For^  not  satisfied  ("and  no  marvel,  1  trow") 
with  the  foregoing  lean  fare,  he  would  oftentimes  regale 
himself  with  a  well  -  served  -  up  course  of  the  ArU, 
Sciences,  and  the  Belles-Lettres ! 

His  brother.  Dr.  John  North,  was  a  still  greater 
Helluo  librorum ;  "  his  soul  being  never  so  staked  down 
as  in  an  old  bookseller's  shop."  Not  content  with  a 
superficial  survey  of  whatever  he  inspected,  he  seems 
to  have  been  as  intimately  acquainted  with  all  the  book- 
selling fraternity  of  lAttle-Britain  as  was  his  contem- 
porary, Richard  Smith ;  and  to  have  entered  into  a  con- 
spiracy with  Robert  Scott* — the  most  renowned  book 


*  *'Now  he  began  to  look  after  books,  and  to  lay  tbe  foundatloii  of  a 
tent  library.  He  dealt  with  Mr.  Robert  SOOTT,  of  LiitU-BrHaifi,  w] 
was  his  grandmother's  woman ;  and,  npon  that  acquaintMioe  he  azpeotedf  aod 
really  had  from  bim,  useful  information  of  books  and  their  editiona.  TUi  Mr. 
Soott  was,  in  his  time,  the  greatest  librarian  in  Eorope ;  for,  besidaa  hit  stock  in 
England,  he  had  warehouses  in  Francfort,  Paris,  and  other  places,  and  dMll  bj 
factors.  After  he  was  grown  old,  and  much  worn  by  multiplioity  of  *^fi"ifw^  he 
began  to  think  of  his  ease  and  to  leave  off.  Whereupon  he  contnusted  with  OM 
Mills,  of  St.  Paul's  Church-yard,  near  £10,000  deep,  and  artidad  not  to  opm 
his  shop  any  more.  But  Mills,  with  his  auctioneering,  AtlaaMs^  and  pra|efll^ 
failed,  whereby  poor  Scott  lost  above  half  his  means :  but  he  held  to  hla 
of  not  opening  his  shop,  and  when  he  was  in  London  (for  he  had  a 
house),  passed  most  of  his  time  at  his  house  amongst  the  rest  of  Us  booka ;  mi 
his  reading  (for  he  was  no  mean  scholar)  was  the  chief  entoftainmenk  oif  kit 
time.  He  was  not  only  an  expert  bookseller,  but  a  vary  oooaoientioQB  good  man ; 
and  when  he  threw  up  his  trade,  Europe  had  no  small  loes  of  Urn.  Oar  Doeter, 
at  one  lift,  bought  of  him  a  whole  set  of  Greek  Classios  in  folio,  of  tiM  b«t 
editions.  This  sunk  his  stock  at  that  time ;  but  afterwards,  for  many  yean  of 
his  life,  all  that  he  could  (as  they  say)  rap  or  run,  went  the  nme  way.  Bui  tit 
progress  was  small ;  for  such  a  library  as  he  desired,  oomparad  with  what  the 
pittance  of  his  stock  would  purchase,  aUowing  many  yean  to  the  gatiMring^  was 
of  desperate  expectation.  He  was  early  sensible  of  a  great  dindvantago  to  kte 
in  his  studies,  by  the  not  having  a  good  library  in  hia  raaoh ;  and  ho  oaad  to  aay 
that  a  man  could  not  bo  a  scholar  at  the  second-hand :  meaning,  that  laanring  ii 
to  be  had  from  the  original  authors,  and  not  fh>m  any  qootationa^  oraoooonli  fa 
other  books,  for  men  gather  with  divers  views,  and,  aooording  to  thi 
capacities,  often  perfunctorily,  and  almost  always  imperfectly :  and  thraqgh  i 
slight  reading,  a  student  may  know  somewhat^  but  not  jodga  of  either  anthor 
subject.  He  used  to  say  an  old  autkor  oould  not  h$  w^^jUabU;  for 
in  their  proper  time  they  had  little  or  no  esteem,  yet^  in  after  timas,  thay 
to  interpret  words,  customs,  and  other  matters,  found  obaoora  in  othar  booka ;  of 
which  A.  Ocllius  is  an  apt  instance.  He  oourted,  aa  a  fond  lovar,  all  haC  rfifiaa^ 
fairtU  character,  Uti  bound  and  preaerved.    If  the  subjoot  was  in  hia  bvow  (aa 
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vender  in  this  country^  if  not  in  Europe — ^to  deprive  all 
bibliomaniacs  of  a  chance  ot  procuring^  rare  and  curious 


the  Claarfos)  he  cared  not  how  many  of  them  he  had,  even  of  the  same  edition, 
if  he  thooght  it  among  the  heat,  either  better  hound,  tguarer  cut,  necUer  coven,  or 
some  saeh  qualifioation  caught  him.  He  delighted  in  the  small  editions  of  the 
Glaasios,  by  Seh.  Oryphius ;  and  diverB  of  his  acquaintance,  meeting  with  any  of 
them,  bought  and  brought  them  to  him,  which  he  accepted  as  choice  presents, 
although  perhaps  he  had  one  or  two  of  them  before.  He  said  that  the  bloick 
Ualie  character  agreed  with  his  eye  sight  (which  he  accounted  but  weak)  better 
than  any  other  print,  the  old  Elzevir  not  excepted,  whereof  the  characters 
seemed  to  him  more  blind  and  confused  than  those  of  the  other.  Continual  use 
giTCs  men  a  judgment  of  things  comparatively,  and  they  come  to  fix  on  that  as 
most  proper  and  easy  which  no  man,  upon  cursory  view,  would  determine.  Hit 
90ul  wot  never  to  ttaled  dotni  at  in  an  old  h^haeU^t  thop ;  for  having  (as  the 
statutes  of  the  college  required)  taken  orders,  he  was  restless  till  he  had  com- 
paased  some  of  that  sort  of  famiture  as  he  thought  necessary  for  his  profession. 
He  was,  for  the  most  part,  bis  own  fetctor,  and  seldom  or  never  bought  by  oom- 
mission ;  which  made  him  lose  time  in  turning  over  vast  numbers  of  books,  and 
he  was  very  hardly  pleased  at  last.  I  have  borne  him  company  at  shops  for 
hours  together,  and,  minding  him  of  the  time,  he  hath  made  a  dozen  pro£Fers 
before  he  trould  quit.  By  this  care  and  industry,  at  length,  he  made  himself 
master  of  a  very  considerable  library,  wherein  t^e  choicest  collection  was  OreeL" 
There  is  some  smartness  in  the  foregoing  observations.  The  following,  in  a 
strain  of  equal  interest,  affords  a  lively  picture  of  the  boohelling  trade  at  the 
oloee  of  the  17th  century :  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  step  a  little  aside,  to 
reflect  on  the  vast  change  in  the  trade  of  books,  between  that  time  and  oun. 
Then,  LittU-Britain  was  a.plentiful  and  perpetual  emporium  of  learned  authors ; 
and  men  went  thither  as  to  a  market.  This  drew  to  the  place  a  mighty  trade ; 
'the  rather  because  the  shops  were  spacious,  and  the  learned  gladly  resorted 
to  theniy  where  they  seldom  failed  to  meet  with  agreeable  conversation.  And 
the  booksellers  tiiemselves  were  knowing  and  oonversible  men,  with  whom,  for 
the  sake  of  bookish  knowledge,  the  greatest  wits  were  pleased  to  converse. 
And  we  niay  judge  the  time  as  well  spent  there,  as  (in  latter  days)  either 
in  tavern  or  coffee-house :  though  the  latter  hath  carried  off  the  spare  hours  of 
most  people.  Bat  now  this  emporium  ia  vanished,  and  trade  contracted  into  the 
hands  of  two  or  three  persons,  who,  to  make  good  their  monopoly,  ransack, 
not  only  their  neighbours  of  the  trade  that  are  scattered  about  town,  but  all  over 
&igland,  aye,  and  beyond  sea  too,  and  send  abroad  their  circulators,  and,  in 
tiiat  manner,  get  into  their  hands  all  that  is  valuable.  The  rest  of  the  trade 
are  content  to  take  their  refuse,  with  which,  and  the  fresh  scum  of  the  press,  they 
famish  one  side  of  a  shop,  which  serves  for  the  sign  of  a  bookseller,  rather  than  a 
real  one ;  but^  instead  of  selling,  dealing  as  faotora,  and  procure  what  the 
oountiy  divines  and  gentry  send  for  ;  of  whom  each  hath  hiy  book  factor,  and, 
when  wanting  any  thing,  writes  to  his  bookseller,  and  pays  his  bill.  And  it  is 
wretched  to  consider  what  pickpocket  work.  With  help  of  the  press,  these  demi- 
booksellers  make.  They  crack  their  brains  to  find  out  selling  subjects,  and  keep 
hirelingB  in  garrets,  at  hard  meat,  to  write  and  correct  by  the  great  (qu.  groat) ; 
and  so  puff  up  an  octavo  to  a  sufficient  thickness,  and  there's  six  shillings  current 
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volumes,  by  sweeping  every  thing  that  came  to  maiket, 
in  the  shape  of  a  book,  into  their  own  carioasly-WToiig^ 
and  widely-spread  nets.  Nay,  even  Scott  himself  wu 
sometimes  bereft  of  all  power,  by  means  of  the  poCait 
talisman  which  this  learned  Doctor  exercised — for  the 
latter,  "at  one  lift/'  would  now  and  then  sweqi  a 
whole  range  of  shelves  in  Scott's  shop  of  every  volmne 
which  it  contained.  And  yet  how  whimsical,  and,  in 
my  humble  opinion,  ill-founded,  was  Dr.  North's  taste 
in  matters  of  typography !  Would  you  believe  it, 
Lisardo,  he  preferred  the  meagre  classical  volumes, 
printed  by  the  Orypkii,  in  the  italic  letter,  to  the 
delicate  and  eye-soothing  lustre  of  ,the  Ebmr 
type —  ? 

Lis.  "  De  gttstibus — "  you  know  the  rest  But  these 
Norths  were  brave  bibliomaniacs!  Proceed,  we  are 
now  advancing  towards  the  threshold  of  the  eighteenth 
century;  and  the  nearer  you  come  to  it,  the  greater 
is  the  interest  excited. 

Lysand.  Take  care  that  I  don't  conclude  with  the 
memorable  catalogue-burning  deed  of  your  fiUher! 
But  I  spare  your  present  feelings. 

All  hail  to  the  noble  book-spirit -by  which  the  Lum 
of  Oxford'Athenians,  and  the  Antiquities  of  Oxford  Urn- 
versityy  are  recorded  and  preserved  beyond  tlie  power 
of  decay!*    All  hail   to  thee.  Old  Anthony   a- Wood! 

for  an  hour  and  a  half  a  reading,  and  perhi^  nerer  to  be  read  or  looked  opM 
after.  One  that  would  go  higher  motX  take  his  fortnne  at  blmk  mJk,  mA 
comers  of  streets,  or  repair  to  the  sign  of  Bateman,  Innys,  and  one  or  two  WK% 
where  are  best  choice  and  better  pennyworth's.  I  might  touoh  other  aboM^M 
bad  paper,  incorrect  printing,  and  false  adrertising ;  all  which,  and  wotM,  ii  lohi 
expected,  if  a  careful  author  is  not  at  the  heels  of  them."  Life  of  the  Ha 
and  Rey.  Dr.  John  North.  NoHKb  Livet,  edit.  VfU,  4to.,  p.  240,  ke.  Jdfm 
244,  there  is  a  curious  account  of  the  doctor's  amusing  himself  with  kie|dv 
spiders  in  a  glass  case— feeding  them  with  bread  and  flies— and  eeaiug  ttM 
spiders  afterwards  quarrel  with,  and  destroy,  each  other— "  pannti  M^ 
offspring!" 


•  The  name  and  literary  labours  of  AnTHONT  WoOD  an  nam  held  !■ 
ral,  and  deservedly  high,  reelect :  and  it  is  somewhat  amndng,  though  BOk  i 
little  degrading  to  human  nature,  to  reflect  upon  the  celebrity  of  that  ■■ 
who,  when  living,  seems  to  have  been  ridiculed  by  the  proud  and  flippiti 


\ 
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May  the    remembrance  of  thy    researches,  amidst    thy 
paper  and   parchment  documents,  stored    up   in  chests. 


and  hated  by  ths  igDoranl  and  prejudined,  part  of  hia 
Ttie  ecesntricitieB  of  Wood  were  coDaiderod  heretical;  and  bla  whims  wore 
■tigmatziad  aa  vices.  The  caiDmoD  hard  of  abaervera  wu  unable  to  discovar, 
beneath  hia  atnuiga  garb,  and  coone  exterior,  all  that  oouteiieaB  of  observe- 
tion,  and  retaQtiieiiesa  of  memory,  aa  well  aa  iufloxible  Integrity,  wbioh  marked 
the  intellectual  cluirooter  of  this  wonderful  num.  But  there  is  so  neoendt^  to 
detain  aad  tantalize  the  reader  by  tbia  formal  train  of  naaoning,  when  a  few 
leading  features  of  Wood's  peraon,  mannera,  and  habita  of  atudf,  he,  havo 
boea  thua  plenjiingly  described  to  ua  by  Hoame,  in  the  life  of  bira  proBied  to  the 
(nntuDO  edition  of  tho  Hitlary  and  Anliguitia  for  Aniali)  0}  l3i£  Univenili/  0/ 
Orford.  "  Ho  Has  equally  rogardlesa  of  envy  or  fame,  out  of  hia  groat  loTo  to 
Inth,  and  thsrefore  'tHUi  no  wonder  he  took  such  n  liberty  of  apoeoh,  as  moat 
other  authors,  out  of  prudence,  cuuDitig,  ordeaign,  haie  uaually  deotinod.  And 
iodeed,  ■■  to  his  tasBvage,  be  uaed  such  words  aa  were  soitable  to  hin  profession, 
a  impossible  to  think  that  men,  who  alwaya  oonvsrae  with  old  authors, 
im  the  dialect  of  their  acquaiutanoe — on  antiquary  retains  an  old 
I,  with  M  much  religion  as  on  old  reljok.  Ant)  further,  since  our  author  was 
it  of  the  niles  of  oonversation,  it  is  no  wonder  he  uses  so  many  sevare 
llBfleotiDna,  aJid  adds  so  many  minute  passages  of  man's  lives.  I  have  been  told 
ual  with  him,  for  the  moat  part,  to  rise  about  four  o'uloek  In  the 
■nomiag,  and  to  eat  hardly  any  thing  till  night ;  vhon,  after  Bupper,  he  would  go 
into  mme  by-alehouse  in  tflwn,  or  alse  to  one  Id  some  village  near,  and  there  by 
hinuelf  take  his  pipt  and  pot,"  ka.  "But  so  it  Is  that,  notwithstanding  our 
antkor'a  great  merits,  be  was  but  little  regarded  in  the  Urtiversity,  being  observed 
to  bo  more  clownish  than  courteous,  and  aJwnya  to  go  in  on  old  nntiqualad  dress, 
lodeed  he  was  a  mere  scholar,  and  conaequently  must  oipoot,  from  the  greatcnt 
Anmber  of  men,  disnHpeot ;  hut  this  notwithstanding,  ho  was  alwaya  a  true  lover 
of  hia  mother,  the  Univeraity,  and  did  more  for  her  than  othora  cars  to  do  that 
b&ve  iBouvad  so  liberally  from  her  towards  their  maintenance,  and  have  had 
grvatar  Bdvaotagea  of  doiug  good  than  he  had.  Yeu,  Ms  affection  was  not  at  all 
alienated,  notwithstnnding  his  being  so  hardly  dealt  with  as  to  be  expelled; 
which  would  havo  broken  the  hoarta  of  some.  But  our  author  was  of  a  moat 
noble  spirit,  and  little  regarded  whatever  atBictioua  he  lay  nnder,  whilst  he  was 
ooasoious  to  himself  of  doing  nothing  but  what  be  oould  answer.  At  lenglih 
after  he  had,  by  continual  drudging,  worn  out  hia  body,  ho  left  this  world  con- 
tontedly,  bjf  a  stoppage  of  bis  urine,  anno  domini  1G65,  and  was  buried  in  the 
st  oomer  of  the  uorUi  ude  of  St.  John's  Church,  adjoyniug  to  Merton  Coltego, 
'a  the  waU  is  a  small  monulnent  Oied,  with  these  words : 


B  hfa  panon,  he  waa  of  a  Urge  robust  make,  tall  and  thin,  and  hod  a  sedate 

1  Uungfatfnl  look,  almost  bordering  npon   a  melancholy  oast     Ur.    Beame 

^  ia  hh  Coiltdaixa  SfS&,  that  though  be  was  but  aiity-tour  years  of  age  when 

1,  be  apfieared  to  be  above  fourscore  i  that  be  used  spectacles  long  before 
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pcwSy  and  desks,  and  upon  which,  alas !  the  moth  was 
''feeding  sweetly/'  may  the  remembrance  of  these  thy 


he  had  occasion  for  them,  that  he  stooped  muc!i  when  he  walked,  and  geoenQj 
carried  his  stick  under  his  arm,  seldom  holding  it  in  his  hand.  As  io  the  maiUMr 
of  his  life,  it  was  solitary  and  ascetic.  The  character  which  Ganendos  givai  of 
Peireskius,  may,  with  propriety,  be  used  As  descriptive  of  Mr.  WcKMfa.  "Am  to 
the  care  of  his  person,  cleanliness  was  his  chief  object,  he  desiring  no  saporihiity 
or  costliness,  either  in  his  habit  or  food.  His  house  was  furnished  in  the  mae 
manner  as  his  table ;  and  as  to  the  ornament  of  his  private  apartment^  ho  wis 
quite  indifferent.  Instead  of  hangings,  his  chamber  was  furnished  with  tho 
prints  of  his  particular  friends,  and  other  men  of  note,  with  vast  numben  of 
commentaries,  transcripts,  lettcors,  and  papers  of  various  kinds.  His  bed  wis  of 
the  most  ordinary  sort;  his  table  loaded  with  papers,  schedules,  and  othsr 
things,  as  was  also  every  chair  in  the  room.  He  was  a  man  of  strict  aobriity, 
and  by  no  means  delicate  in  the  choice  of  what  he  eat.  Always  rsttnined  by 
temperance,  he  never  permitted  the  swe^  allurements  of  Inxuiy  to  ovenoni  bk 
prudenea"  Such,  as  is  here  represented,  was  the  disposition  of  Mr.  Wood: 
of  so  retired  a  nature  as  seldom  to  desire  or  admit  a  companion  at  his  walks  or 
meals ;  so  that  he  is  said  to  have  dined  alone  in  his  chamber  for  thirty  ysvf 
together.  Mr.  Heame  says  that  it  was  his  custom  to  ''go  to  the  bookaellBi  it 
those  hours  when  the  greater  part  of  the  University  were  at  their  dimMt^" 
&c.  And  at  five  leaves  further,  in  a  note,  we  find  thi^  "  whan  he  was  ooosuhi^c 
materials  for  his  Athena  Oxon,,  he  would  frequently  go  to  the  bodkaaUen^  and 
generally  give  money  to  them,  puipoeely  to  obtain  tiUea  of  books  from  thta; 
and  'twas  observed  of  him  that  he  spared  no  ohaigee  to  make  that  woik  ii 
oompleat  and  perfect  as  possible."  Seam^t  CoiL  MSS,  ta  BodL  Lib.,  wL  iL, 
p.  185.  The  following  letter,  describing  Wood's  last  ilbieaa,  and  the  ibf$- 
sition  of  his  literary  property,  is  snffioieatly  interesting  to  be  here.  In  part»  W 
before  the  reader :  it  was  written  by  Mr.  (afterwards  BUiop)  Tmumt  to  D^. 
Charlett. 

"Honoured  Master, 

Yesterday,  at  dinner-time,  Mr.  Wood  sent  far  me ;  ffl« 
I  came,  I  found  Mr.  Martin  and  Mr.  Biase  of  Wadham  (ooU^ge)  witfi  Um 
who  had  (with  much  ado)  prevafled  upon  him  to  set  about  looking  ow  Hi 
platers,  so  to  work  we  went»  and  continued  tumbling  and  separatiqf  «■• 
of  his  MSS.  till  it  was  daik.  We  also  worked  upon  him  ao  far  aato  ^ai 
doclaro  that  sheet  of  paper,  whiob  he  had  drawn  up  the  day  before^  aad  edM  fk 
hU  tnV/:  for  fear  he  should  not  live  till  night  He  had  a  very  bad  n|i^«llt 
lart  ni^t,  being  much  troubled  with  vomiting.  This  moraing  we  thnt 
with  him  again,  and  Mr.  Martin  bringing  with  him  the  form  of  a  wil],  thit 
l>oen  drawn  up  by  Judge  HoUoway,  we  writ  his  will  over  again,  as  near  m 
ci^uld,  in  form  of  law.  He  has  given  to  the  University,  to  be  reposited  in 
Mu^vm  AsMwtot.,  all  his  MSS.,  not  only  thooe  of  his  own  ooUeetioo,  bat  alK^ 
others  which  he  has  in  his  possessioD,  except  aome  few  of  Dr. 
MisoeUanea,  which  he  ia  willing  should  go  to  the  pubUo  library.  Ha  has 
given  all  his  printed  books  and  pamphlets  to  the  said  moaenm  wfaieh 
there  alroady.  This  benefaction  will  not^  perfaape,  be  so  much  valued 
Uuivcmty  as  it  ought  to  bo,  because  it  oomea  from  Anthony  Wood ;  baft 
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ais 


Blaborious    researches   always  excite    sensations  of  grati- 

fttude   towards  the    spirit   by  which   tJiey   were   directed  t 

'  Now    I  sec    thee,  iu    imagination,    with    thy    cautious 

step,    and    head    bowing    from    premature    decay,     and 

solemn   air,    and   sombre   visage,   with   cane  under    the 

pacing:    from    library   to    library,    through   gothic 

^quadrangles ;     or    sauntering    along     the    Isis,    in    thy 

nay  to  some  neighbouring   village,    where  thon  wouldst 


It  !■  A  mort  noble  gift,  hla  colleotion  of  M3S.  being  inTaluabla,  ani]  his  printed 

0  ho  found  in  town,"  4o.    Tlii*  lattor  is  followed  by 

minute  and  touuhing,  of  tbo  but  mortal  momcntB  of 

tbooy  1     It  nowremunBtoMya  few  words  about  hU  titeraiy  l&bonn. 

K  mbort  historj  of  the  tditionn  of  ths  Athtna  Ozoaimta  (lide  p.  U,  unto)  has 

imunioatsd  to  the  reader.      Wo  may  here  observe  that  hii 

^uiiipiUiet  <\f   Out  Uninirilg  nbarod  k  Kiinilor  fata ;      being  garbled    in  a  Latin 

ilation  of  thetu,  which    «aa  put  fuith  untlsr  tbo   auiipicea  of  Biahop  Fell ; 

I  the  Annalaof  the  Unl- 

vorsitj  St  largu,   vti. 


The  Siilory  and  Anti- 
quilirt  <if  llu  Univer- 
its  tfOn/otd.-    17B2, 


4to., 


0    VOluDU 


^inittca  in  the  Eugliiih 
tesgua^,  and  lay  ncR-- 
l«ctod  till  towanta  tbo 
0iid  of  the  13th  cen- 
tury, ohen  the  Rev. 
Hr.  Gntch  conferred  • 
roal  benefit  upon  all 
tbo  dutiful  loni 
AUtA  KSTKB,  by  pub- 

Uahiiig  the  legitimate 

t«Xt  of  their  Tenerable 

KDd  nprigbt  histonan  ; 

ODdot  tho  title  of   T/^ 

Balerjl  lad  Antv/tiitir' 

t^    iht    ColUga      ah.i 

Sail*.  17M,  4to.,  with 

«  Bnp^anieDtiJ  Tolumo 

by  way  of  Appoidix,   ,  ^^^^^^_^^^^^^^^ii 

1790,  4to.,  contuniiig      ^^B^^V^^^^^^HI  '"'"  '"^   '    wead-ai 

t!0|iious  indeieo  to  the  I  9^Kfl^V^^^^^^^^^HI  (acsimile  of  a  copper- 

two.      Then   followed  l^^g^^^^^^^^^^^^S  pUte  print  of  Wood'i 

porti^t,   which  is  preBiad   to  his   Life,   1772,   Sro,     If  he   niihea  for  mora 

eutiou*  porticDlars  respectiug  Wood's  literary  Uboun,  let  him  take  s  peep  into 

TAtnw  Coil'   Vindic.  Jnl.'j.  Aaid.  Qioa  :  1730,  Std.,  yoI.  i.,  pp.  xJ.  iliii.     SdU. 


the  latter  being  diridsd 
bto  (ho  parts,  or 
volumes,  with  oaplou 
indexes.  TbcM  worlu^ 
which  ore  now  getUng 
BCVce,  should  bo  In 
every  philologieal,  u 
well  OB  topographical, 
collection.  In  order 
to  comppiiBalo  the 
rpoder  for  tbo  troublo 
of  wadiug  through  the 
[irooediog  treDiBudoDS 


Mtanu.       Wood's  study,  i 
>  filled  with  carious  book 


the  A 


I  yet  to   bo  s( 


H 


b  MOUrocy.      RiUon  has  availed  tumeelt,  : 
7  in  poetry,  of  the  book  truuurci  in  this  m' 


0  boon  eataleguod 
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recreate  thyself  with  ''pipe  and  pot''  Tes,  Anthony! 
while  the  Bodleian  and  Ashmolean  coUectionB  remam — 
or  rather  as  long  as  Englishmen  know  how  to  valae  that 
species  of  literature  by  which  the  names  and  actions  of 
their  forefathers  are  handed  down  to  posterity,  so  hmg 
shall  the  memory  of  thy  laudable  exertions  oontiniie 
unimpaired ! 

A  very  few  years  after  the  death  of  this  distinguished 
character/  died  Dr.    Francis  Bernard;*    a  stoic  in 


•  I  do  not  know  that  I  oould  produoe  a  better  recipe  for  the  owe  of  {hoM 
who  are  affected  with  the  worst  symptoms  of  the  book-kania,  in  the  jw—sf 
day,  than  by  shewing  them  how  the  same  symptotos,  upwards  of  a  eaimj  tigt, 
were  treated  with  ridicule  and  contempt  by  a  collector  of  very  dkUnguMisd 
fame,  both  on  account  of  his  literary  talents  and  eztensiYe  library.  The  foUoV' 
ing  copious  extract  is  curious  on  many  accounts ;  and  I  do  heartfly  widi  fhii 
'  foppish  and  tasteleifn  coUectors  would  giye  'it  a  very  serious  penunL  At  Hw 
same  time,  all  collectors  possessed  of  oommon  sense  and  liberal  sentiment  vffl 
be  pleased  to  see  their  own  portraits  so  faithfully  drawn  therein.  It  ia  tik«i 
from  the  prefiitory  address, 

''TO  THE  BBADEB. 

The  character  of  the  person  whose  collection  this  was,  is  so  well  knowB,  tlHi 
there  is  no  occasion  to  say  much  of  him,  nor  to  any  man  of  judgment  that 
inspects  the  catalogue  of  tiie  collection  itself.  Something,  howerer,  it 
us  to  say  of  both ;  and  this  I  think  may  with  truth  and  modesty  enough  be  i 
that  as  few  men  knew  books,  and  that  part  of  leaming  which  is  called  Mkhnm 
LUUraria,  better  than  himself,  so  there  never  yet  appeared  in  England  ao  ohaiee 
and  valuable  a  catalogue  to  be  thus  disposed  of  as  this  before  us :  more  espeeiaify 
of  that  sort  of  books  which  are  out  of  the  oommon  course,  whioh  a  man  may 
make  the  business  of  his  life  to  collect,  and  at  last  not  to  be  able  to  aooomplidL 
A  considerable  part  of  them  being  so  little  known,  even  to  many  of  the  leaned 
buyers,  that  we  have  reason  to  apprehend  this  misfortune  to  attend  the  sals^ 
that  there  will  not  be  competitors  enough  to  raise  them  up  to  their  just  and  rial 
value.  Certain  it  is  this  library  contains  not  a  few  which  never  appeared  in  a^y 
auction  here  before ;  nor  indeed,  as  I  have  he^urd  him  say,  for  ought  he 
(and  he  knew  as  well  as  any  man  living)  in  any  printed  catalogue  it^  tMe 
— "We  must  confess  that,  being  a  person  who  collected  his  books  for  uae^  aad 
not  for  ostentation  or  ornament,  he  seemed  no  more  solicitous  about  tktir  dim§ 
than  his  own ;  and  therefore  youll  find  that  a  ffilt  back,  or  a  loiye  wusryin,  waa 
very  seldom  any  inducement  to  him  to  buy.  *Twas  sufficient  that  he  had  tiie 
book."  "  Though  considering  that  he  was  so  unhappy  as  to  want  hem  capalila 
of  making  that  use  of  thorn  which  he  had  done,  and  that  therefore  they  were  to 
be  dispersed  after  this  manner;  J  have  heard  him  condemn  his  own  negUgeoee 
in  that  particular ;  observing,  that  the  garniture  of  a  book  was  as  apt  to  xeoom- 
mend  it  to  a  great  part  of  our  modem  colUctort  (whose  leaming  goes  not  b^jwid 
tho  edition,  the  titlo-pago,  and  the  printer's  name)  as  the  intrinsic  Talue  coold. 
But  that  ho  himself  was  not  a  mere  nomenclator,  and  versed  only  in  title-pages, 
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Itiblio^n^phy.    Neither  beautiful  binding,   nor  amplitude 
"  margin,  ever  delighted  his  eye  or  rejoiced  his  heart : 
■ibr  he  was  a,  stiff,  hard,  and  straight- forward  reader — and 
learned,   in     Literary   History,   beyond   all   his    contem- 
poraries.    His    collection    was    copious    and     excellent ; 
and  although  the  compiler  of  the  catalogue  of  his  hooks 
sneers  at  any  one's  having  "  an  entire  collection  ia  phy- 
sic," (by  the  bye,  1  should  have  told  you  that  Bernard 
was  a  Doctor  of  Medicine,')  yet,  if  I   forget  not,  there  are 
nearly  150  pages  in  this  said  catalogue  which  are  thickly 
studded  with   "  Libri  Medici,"  from   the  folio  to  the  duo- 
_decimo  size.     Many   very  curious    books  are  afterwards 
nbjotned  ;   and  some  precious   bijmis,  in  Eng:lish  Litera- 
,  close  the  rear.     Let  Bernard    be   numbered  among 
lie  most  learned  and  eminent  bibliomaniacs, 
Having   at  length  reached  the  threshold,  let  us  knock 
:  iho  door,   of  the  eighteenth  century.     What  gracious 
ires  are  those  which  approach  to  salute  us  ?    They 
the  forms  of  Bishops  Fell  and  Mobb  :  *  prelates, 


it  bad  mads  Umt  just  and  UudnbU  lue  of  bis  boohs  which  would  become  nil 
L  up  tor  colloctora,  I  appeal  to  tha    Litorati  of   bis  acqu^bmoe, 
d  mast  frequently  nith  him  :  bow  fuJI,  how  roadj,  and  haw  eiaot 
■  in  BDiwerJufr  '•oy  qneatioQ  lliat  naa  proposed  to  him  rotatjng  to  la&med 

n,  or  ttieir  writings ;  majiing  no  secret  of  nay  tbing  that  bo  knew,  or  any 

iiyag  that  be  bud  ;  baing  naturall/  one  of  the  most  commuoiimtive  idOd  linng, 
both  of  bis  knowledgB  and  bis  books."—"  And  give  ma  IcuTo  to  sa;  this  of  bim. 
Upon  my  own  knowlodge  ;  that  ha  never  grudged  bis  money  in  procuriDg,  nor  till 
time  or  labour  in  penuing,  any  book  wbicb  he  thought  conld  be  any  ways 
initruLliTe  lo  him,  and  bsTing  the  felicity  of  a  memary  always  faithful,  alwayi 
oRicitnia,  which  never  forsook  bim,  though  attacked  by  frequent  and  serere  lick- 
ttmat,  and  by  the  worst  of  diseatea,  old  age,  bis  deeiro  of  knowlodge  attended  him 
to  the  last ;  and  be  pursued  bis  studies  with  oqual  vigour  and  application  to  the 
Tet?  extremity  of  bis  life."  It  remains  to  add  a  part  of  the  title  of  the  catalogue 
of  the  oollectioD  of  this  eitraordinnry  bibilomaninc  :  "  A  CalalogHe  iif  lAe 
lAbraty  of  tht  late  Ita-med  Dr.  Fkahcis  Bkbnasd,  Fdlov  <J  tAt  CtlUgt  qf 
fkftielaiu,  and  Phi/iieian  lo  St.  Bart/iolonaiifi  Barpilal,  *c.,"  1698,  8vo.  Tho 
English  booka  are  comprised  in  1241  articles ;  and,  among  them,  the  keen  in- 
vartigator  of  anoienl  catolugiiea  will  discover  some  ptime  raritiet. 

*  As  I  bare  already  presented  the  public  with  some  brief  account  reipeetiDg 
JBlsnCiP  Fell,  and  sharpened  the  appetites  of  QraogeKtea  to  procure  rather  a 
"  it  of  the  same  prelate  (See  /atrxxf.  la  Ihe  Claaia,  voL  i.,  SB),  it  ro- 

ll only  to  add,  iu  the  preaoct  phuw,  that  Hfiome,  in  hi*  Biitaria  Vila  tl 


r_?  r:=z  iLi-sr^fG  boom. 


c&sLTCsbsil    i:r   "n^ar    a»Tcr    ceasing^    admiratioii  of 
Uff  rxra:ii^  '«^:rsiL    Hie  former  is  better  knowi 


^  zrs  izziatsr  -TT-.t.iTT?gT-!fc»  -vxaa.  a&y  boc  be  ^leDenlly  know^  Ha 
]usxL2E=7  2  -"^'rrj  v.i «:.  Jrnn.  ^i^  .c.<r  v«  jBam  that^  whan  Anthony  ari 
"Zis  3ssi:n  TS5-S   .L...K-^ r  rn^fr  "ziii  Z^srri  c.iti  A%tiq%iiie9  q/  tint  Umimnitf  ^ 


Cc^.rtL  vi  srtmrs  ^  ^nr  iii>   -iran.  Jal  ^luf  Taod  tbat  "  WlCLim 


:ixfr  .  L  lUD  :f  i=iji  r-cacrifrijst  tad  'vttSS  ht  didy  ■•  to  gdjgion,  vii  mm 
znz  if  -rtss.  ci2rj  fii^  -i:  :  --^2  13:1:  i±i  1  5va&.  thui  oak  of  honerty— «r  totM 
£fi9&'  r^z  io=i  1  ieeu-um^L-Tx.  ima  Fu2a.  &  rhMirtf,  be  oreditedT 
X'TSi  2je  1.  is-icipp  ::.jizi  .-u  .-117  ir^dctiic  sd-1  gnfetode.    Never  hv 

:  c  fciKvre^  n.':-L.-^iir  ih*  :f  siiiii  £ss»ar£nar)r  talent  and  fuaa  ia  tti 
f  .''^~  i'l.y*  ^  1  ■L'-trir*  — w  ue  TBhicr  ihall  premntly  learn.  Bi 
nasix  w  lif-n— Ti*-  :f  T-j?-  HaZ.  'ruLrnirSy  in  1M2.  In  1691j  bs  b«Hi 
Zbi^?:  if  Xnrv-iis.  siii  w  Tisauisai  v  Ej-  c  1707 ;  bat  did  not  nrfha  Ihi 
^ir-Hii.'aTi  ^t:-^  ^r-jn  jiss^  H:<r  lani  Aai  b7v  ardently  the  pewina  for  eat 
jfrr-'.r  >x£i  TirflMSBu^i  iizi  ^  3S  nr:  rif  sr  pnaeit  power  to  make  tfae 
i^rriruir'aE'L  rsr:  -±iks  X:k  -ra  21  lid  scs&i  of  h»  bibSomaniaed 
•w^iZtt  ie  iZ'io  su  am  :t  X.-i-r-xiii  3»  ■^arrwgix'.fcble;  for  thoa  writei  Strfpi: 
^  T!!«i  ziigzr*  z-a^ts^tii.  zzri  L:ri  3&ei.x  .t!  Nx-vieh,  the  pneBnewr  of  a  gnat  ari 
acsanai  .-cGaeani  :t  KSS.  lai  .-els'  josuct  printed  pieeee  (little  Infvior  It 
ICSSu  a  7^v-i  zi  2»£c- jcmeciBV  SBi  uk  Seen  Tery  condibeabljr  iwirtint  ti 
TiA  af  w-C  =  ail  TRKii::  -vttx  a»  ^  zc^en :''  4c.  Pknfaoe  (i^.  a  S)  to  Ijl 
.7'  J  w'-jwr.  I?n.  TV?.  rizr^iic  ^-as  daiegibei  hk  fine  library  when  he  !■ 
r&si.-c  :<  Cj.  ~-  r^  Zi-.'r.vi  rsorri  «*u  Ject  me  by  my  lofeiid  and  ImmI 
^rrcuET.  IV.  V:33.  r::>c.:c  zi  ZIj.  -v^-r  Lu  fimtboed  together  a  moet  vatariii 
s?£iic?.  Src^  zt  Tc^zi^i  :o:cF  Ki>i  =A=.-3Mr.Ms  beyond  wbat  one  ean  tfabkttit 
sbs  ':±*  izii  linos'  nf  :c>i  ^w  rnzl'i  '^a-kv  £ccpsaaBd ;  and  whSdi  he  ii  aa  nafr 

9:L  'j=^.  r.  «5.  Ii  asez:;^  liir-i  v  rsorc-ril-e  -.^  taitinKmy  of  BoiMt  with  the  hli 
3£r.  G-:ck'i  Sii::i4»:i:cL  -ul&s  -  TV;  'rtfo:p  o^^jlected  hb  libniy  I7  plmrintaff 
^>K  :i  ihff  ^r^j  =  z^i  i^>»s«  :  iccf  bf  pud  with  eermone  or  mora  modai 
Z'xki :  .-5i.=r»  riLy  ▼-.-Ji  *.  i:.i  s^:.;^-.-;  rti^  /.!>ru."'  On  the  death  of  lloi% 
LL^  Sznrr  w  rfir^  :c  Luri  Oxf :ri  ix  kX«f. :  ud  how  that  dirtiBgddM 
i^'i  inJT  z/zils  .t:!^*?..-?  .v-il£  L&ts  ifclizfd  ihe  pcrehase  of  eoch  eaqoUteinfr 
rir« — .^izl-eiw  hi*  j-ri  sislxw  tsw  ir.Tazi::^  'r«seeth  the  weight  of  a  gieat  wm- 
:<r  :f  s^'v  ^:l-=.^— s«  i==r£!':  tc  wco:i::t  for.  fiot  a  pubHc-eyiriteJ  ehuBBlir 
VM  =■:<  -v-iinsrx  ^:  rrsTfz's  ti«  irrv^arabl-e  dispenioo  of  eoch  book-gemi :  nl 
lias  pft^ccj  cL&r^-^r  vu  Gs:zj>i  I. :— vbo  gate  600(ML  for  them,  and  pn- 
i :b<sc  10  tb<  pc'rii:  '^rnjy  :f  ibe  Unxreraty  of  CaaAMgb  !-r 


A=i  h^re,  hE£fr::«=:  rcditf.  The  aInMt  cnriTalled  BMuthMa  Maritum  Jit 
c'^^tly  ac-1  fiec:7e>  rer>.nse!v  Well  io  I  Knsemfcer  the  oongenial  boon  I  ipeik 
\\.D.  ly>5.  in  the  r '^r  hrldfr;  the  cMt  pnciiMia  part  of  Bishop  Mora*!  ed- 

Irctiis,  with  =T  irie- i  the  Rer.  Mr. ,  tntor  of  one  of  the  uilligw  h 

the  saaw  U:irr«rEtT.  at  tnr  rlzhfi-haci— \himMlf  "  greatly  giTon  to  the  atady  d 
booin" I  actireTr  es^ai^ed  i=  pivi&cti&^  mr  vieva,  and  inereaaing  my  iiilmla 
u-j,i  wiu^  erdn^  me  sharply  "  eT«r  and  anon**— «nd  entertaining  a  laadiUi 
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as  an  editor ;  the  latter^  as  a  collector — and  a  collector^ 
too,  of  such  multifarious  knpwledg^e^  of  such  vivid  and 
just  perceptions,  and  unabating  activity — ^that  while  he 
may  be  hailed  as  the  Father  of  blSffe^Ittttr  CoUectars 
in  this  country,  he  reminds  us  of  his  present  successor  in 
the  same  see;  who  is  not  less  enamoured  of  rare  and 
magnificent  volumes,  but  of  a  different  description,  and 
whose  library  assumes  a  grander  cast  of  character. 

The  opening  of  the  18th  century  was  also  distin- 
g^oished  by  the  death  of  a  bibliomaniac  of  the  very  first 
order  and  celebrity.  Of  one,  who  had,  no  doubt,  fre- 
quently discoursed  largely  and  eloquently  with  Luttrell, 
(of  whom  presently)  upon  the  rarity  and  value  of  cer- 
tain editions  of  old  Ballad  Poetry:  and  between  whom 
pres^Qits  of  curious  black-letter  volume  were,  in  all 
probability,  frequently  passing.  I  allude  to  the  famous 
Samubl  Pepys  ;*  Secretary  to  the  Admiralty. 


diftmst  of  a  keen  book-hunter  from  a  riyal  University !  I  tbaok  my  good 
genius  that  I  retiimedy  as  I  entered,  with  dean  hands  1  My  love  of  tmth  and 
of  btbliography  compels  me  to  add,  with  a  sorrowftd  heut,  that  not  only  is 
there  no  printed  catalogue  of  Bishop  More's  books,  but  even  the  unb  public 
UBEABT  OF  THE  umvRSSiTT  remains  unpublished  in  print !  In  this  respect 
they  really  do  "  order  things  better  in  France."  Why  does  such  indifference  to 
the  oanse  of  general  learning  exist—and  in  the  19th  century  too  ?  Let  me  here 
pfreaiime  to  submit  a  plan  to  the  consideration  of  the  syndics  of  the  press ;  pro- 
Tided  they  should  ever  feel  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  informing  the  literati, 
of  other  oountries  as  well  as  our  own,  of  the  book  treasures  contained  in  the 
libnmes  of  Cambridge.  It  is  simply  this.  Let  the  books  in  the  Public  Library 
form  the  substratum  of  the  Catalogue  RaisoiiTii  to  be  printed  in  three  or  more 
quarto  Tolumes.  If,  in  any  particiUar  department,  there  be  valuable  editions  of  a 
work  which  are  iio<  in  the  public,  but  in  another,  library— ex.  gr.  in  Trinity,  or 
St.  John's — specify  this  edition. in  its  appropriate  class  ;  and  add  Trin,  Coll,,  dx, 
— ^If  this  oopy contain  notes  of  Bentley,  or  Porson,  add  "cum  notit  BenUeH,"  dx.  : 
so  that  such  a  catalogue  would  present,  not  only  evenf  ydume  in  the  Public 
Library,  but  every  voLuabU  edition  of  a  work  in  the  whole  University.  Nor  is 
the  task  so  Herculean  as  may  be  thought.  The  tutors  of  the  respeotiye  colleges 
would,  I  am  sure,  be  happy,  as  well  as  able,  to  contribute  their  proportionate 
share  of  labour  towards  the  accomplishment  of  so  desirable  and  invaluable  a 
work. 

*  "  The  MidUamd  Collection  qf  JilanutcripU  was  ever  in  the  collector's  (Sir 
Bichard  Maitland's)  family."—"  His  grandson  was  raised  to  the  dignity  of  Earl 
of  Lauderdale."  ''The  Duke  of  Lauderdale,  a  descendant  of  the  collector's 
grandsuD,    presented  the    Moitland  Collection,    along   with   other   MSS.,   to 
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Now  it  was  a  convincing  proof  to  me,  my  dear  friends, 
that  the  indulgence  of  a  passion  for  books  is  perfectly 
compatible  with  any  situation,  however  active  and 
arduous.    For  while  this   illustrious    bibliomaniac   was 


Samuel  Pkpts,  Esq.  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  to  Charles  IL  and  JaiBM  JL 
Mr.  Pepys  was  one  of  the  earliest  collectors  of  rare  books,  kc  in  TJngland ;  and 
the  duke  had  no  taste  for  such  matters ;  so  cither  from  fxiendahip,  or  aomepoiit  df 
interest^  he  gave  them  to  Mr.  Pepys,"— who  "  dying  26  May,  1708^  in  bli  Tbk 
year,  ordered,  by  will,  the  Pepysfan  Library  at  Magdalen  College,  Cunbri4g% 
to  be  founded,  in  order  to  preserve  his  very  valuable  collection  entira.    Itii  ob- 
doubtedly  the  most  curious  in  England,  those  of  the  Brituh  Museum 
and  is  kept  in  excellent  order."    Mr.  Pinkerton's  preface,  p.  tU.,   to 
ScoUith  Poem  fi-om  the  Maitland  Collection,  dx.,  1786,  8va,  2  vols.    I  widi  ft 
were  in  my  power  to  add  something  concerning  the  parentage,  birth,  eduoatiai, 
and  pursuits  of  the  extraordinary  collector  of  this  extraordinary  CQlleetioo ;  bil 
no  biographical  work,  which  I  have  yet  consulted,  vouchsafes  even  to  mcntioa 
his  name.    His  merits  are  cursorily  noticed  in  the  Quarierly  RgwUm,  voL  ir., 
p.  826*7.      Through  the  medium  of  a  friend,  I  learn  from  Sir  Loom  Yngp^ 
Bart.,  that  our  illustrious  bibliomaniac,  his  great  uncle,  was  Preddent  of  tkt 
Boyal  Society,  and  that  his  collection  at  Cambridge  contains  a  DUnry  of  Ui 
life,  written  with  his  own  hand.      But  it  is  high  time  to  speak  of  the  blaot 
letter  gems  contained  in  the  said  collection.    That  the  PxpTBiAir  couiOfKni  ii 
at  once  choice  and  valuable  cannot  be  disputed ;  but  that  aooeu  to  the  amt 
is  prompt  and  facOe,  is  not  quite  so  indisputable.    There  ia  a  BIS.  caialogwdf 
the  books,  by  Pepys  himself,  with  a  small  rough  drawing  of  a.  view  ef  tti 
interior  of   the  library.      The    books   are   kept  in    their  original   (I    thfik 
walnut-wood)  presses  :  and  cannot  be  examined  unless  In  the  presenee  of  a  id- 
low. — Such  is  the  nice  order  to  be  observed,  aooording  to  the  beqntstfe  thil 
every  book  must  be  replaced  where  it  was  taken  fh>m ;  and  the  loss  of  a  s^ik 
volume  causes  the  collection  to  be  confiscated,  and  transported  to  Benet«oDi|i 
library.    Oh,  that  there  were  an,  ad  of  parliament  to  regulate  beqnesti  of  Ikii 
kind ! — ^that  the  doors  to  knowledge  might,  by  a  greater  facility  of  entmiei^  bi 
more  frequently  opened  by  students ;  and  that  the  medium  between  imq[aaliiii 
coniidence  and  unqualified  suspicion  might  be  marked  out  and  fdlowed.  Alt 
these  things  symptomatic  of  an  iron  or  a  brasen  age  ?    But  the  hihHnimriM  li 
impatient  for  a  glanoe  at  the  'forementioned  black-letter  treasnres  I— Ali^  I 
have  promised  more  than  I  can  perform  I    Yet  let  him  oast  his  eye  npoa  tit 
first  volume  of  the  recent  edition   of  Evani   Collection  qf  (Hd  Baliodi  (m  « 
limine,  p.  ix.)  and  look  into  the  valuable  notes  of  Mr.  Todd's  lUmdmHrni  j 
Ooteer  and  Chaucer, — in  which  latter,  he  will  find  no  bad  speoimsn  of  Am 
Pepytian  gems,  in  the  exultation  of  my  friend,  the  author,  over  anoUMf  CfMl|f 
respected  friend— in  consequence  of  his  having  discovered,  among  thsM  traMSi 
a  strange,  merry,  and  conceited  work,  entitled  "  Old  Meg  qf  Her^fmddin  fit 
a  Mayd'Marian;  and  Hereford  Town  for  a  Morrii-daunM^  dec,**  1000,  4toi»  fi  9%, 
Ex  UNO  DiBOE  OMNEs.    The  left-handed  critic,  or  anti-black-lettsr  mte,  ^ 
put  a  wicked  construction  upon  the  quotation  of  this  motto  in  oqpftiil 
let  him :  he  will  repent  of  his  folly  in  due  time. 
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sending:  forth  his  messeng:6rs  to  sweep  every  booksctler's 
shop  from  the  Tweed  to  Penxance,  lor  the  discovery  ot 
■old  and  almost  unknown  ballads — and  while  his  name 
ig  in  the  ears  of  rival  collectors — he  was  sedulous, 
his  professional  situation,  to  put  the  Navy  of  Old 
England  upon  the  most  respectable  footing ;  and  is  called 
the  Father  of  that  system  which,  carried  into  effect  by 
British  hearts  of  oak,  has  made  the  thunder  of  our 
cannon  to  be  heard  and  feared  on  the  remotest  shores. 
Nor  is  it  a  slight  or  common  coincidence  that  a  spirit 
of  book-collecting,  which  stimulated  the  Secretary  of  the 
Admiralty  at  the  opening  of  the  18th  century,  should, 
at  the  close  of  it,  have  operated  with  equal  or  greater 
force  in  a  First  Lord  of  the  same  glorious  department  of 
lUr  administration.  But  we  shall  speak  more  fully  of 
lis  latter  character,  and  of  his  matchless  collection,  in 
future  stage  of  our  discussion. 

While  we  are  looking  round  us  at  this  period,  we  may 
well  slightly  notice  the  foundation  of  the  Blenheim 
The  Duke  of  Marlborough*    was  resolved 


the  grftndoil  rooms  in  Europe.  Th* 
imd  little  dlBtanos,  botWMD  bigli  bKiilca 
HBD  from  the  interior,  with  ac  oier- 
I  snaketi  the  Bnest  feeliags  tliat  STsr 
Pbe  books  ara  tolect  and  ourioui,  ■■ 
Gfilipaed,  in  Ixjtli  these  partiauluv. 


•  The  LcBTunT  at  Blenhbim  is 
■orptntina  abeet  of  water,  wliioh  fl< 

iiuriiuit  and  moH-waTon  grass,  and  \a 

Higing  dark  wood  of  oaks,  is  suSicioiit  to 

uted  tfce  braut  of  abiblioinaoiiac.    1 

i  and  nlthongb  they  maj 


w  rival  coUectioTiB,  yet  tbe  foUowiog  Bpeoimeu  is  no  despicablo  proof  of  tlio 

oltli  which  MAHLBOBOiron,  tha  fouuilor  of  the  Library,  punbed  forward  bii 

spirit.    I  am  indabtod  to  Mr.  EdHjrda  for  tbis  iatereirtiitg  list  of  tha 


rSDdua 


115a 


- 1^1.  I. 


HonitiiiB  Landiiii 1483 

Epi»t 1«0 

JuiCinian Mog«iU  1M8 

LocUntiuB    .    .    .    .  A  Rot.  1471 

Ludan Ftomt  1496 

Potrarca    .....  Spira  .  1470 

Fliaiua /<HU(n.  1472 

Quintilian      ....  CnHjHail470 

Salliutius Spira  .  1170 

V.  Mulmiia,  s.  a. 

Virffili-u. Spira   .  1470 
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• 

that  no  naval  commander,  or  person  connected  witb 
the  navy,  should  eclipse  himself  in  the  splendour  of 
book-collecting:  but  it  was  to  Prince  Eugenb  that 
Marlborough    was   indebted  for  his  taste  in  this  par- 


The  present  IfABQUis  OF  BLAifDroRD  inherits^  m  no  small  d^gree^  tiM  Iidok- 
collecting  spirit  of  his  illustrious  ancestor.  He  is  making  coUeotknui  in  tiusa 
departments  of  literature  in  which  the  Blenheim  Library  is  ooinpantifd|f 
deficient ;  and  his  success  has  already;  been  such  as  to  lead  as  to  hop^  for  as 
perfect  a  display  of  volumes  printed  by  Caxtoti  as  there  is  of  those  eaeonUd  by 
foreign  printers.  The  Marquis's  collection  of  Bmblems  is,  I  beUaro^  nmdj 
perfect :  of  these,  there  are  a  few  elegantly  printed  catalogoea  for  privska  dih 
tribation.  Lysander,  above,  supposes  that  Marlborough  oangfat  tha  infMianfif 
the  boot-diteate  from  Prinos  Euoenk  ;  and  the  supposition  is,  periiapa,  not  f«7  j 
wide  of  the  truth.  The  library  of  this  great  Qerman  prinoe,  which  it  yet  wAkm  it 
(having  been  secured  from  the  pillage  of  Gallio  Vandalism,  when  a  oaMa. 
emperor  visited  a  certain  city)  is  the  proudest  feature  in  the  pobUo  nbmy  at 
Vienna.  The  books  are  in  very  fine  old  binding,  and,  generaily  of  the  kigiA 
dimensions. '  And,  indeed,  old  England  has  not  a  little  to  boast  of  (at  leaal^  m 
bibliomaniacs  must  always  think)  that^  from  the  recently  published  Mmmn  ^ 
EugeM  (1811,  8vo.,  p.  185),  it  would  appear  that  the  prince  "booght  hb  fiM 
editions  of  books  at  London  :" — he  speaks  also  of  his  "  excellent  Frwieiiy  Latia, 
and  Italian  works,  well  bound" — ^as  if  he  eigoyed  the  "arrangmeot"  of 
as  much  as  the  contemplation  of  his  "cascades,  laige  water-apouta,  and 
basins."  Ibid,  Whether  Eugene  himself  was  suddenly  inflamed  with  the 
of  buying  books,  from  some  lucky  spoils  in  the  pillaging  of 
supposes — is  a  point  which  may  yet  admit  of  fair  oontroveray.  For  my  on 
part,  I  suspect  the  Qerman  commander  had  been  straying^  in  his  early  flm- 
hood,  among  the  fine  libraries  in  Italy,  where  he  might  have  aeen  the  foOmrii^ 
exquisite  lijout — 

In  St.  Mark's,  at  Venice, 

Apuleius 1469^ 

Aulus  GeUius 1469  j.  inuxTKD  upoH  ▼Kuwm. 

Petrarca 1479J 

In  the  Chapter  House  at  Padua, 

CicQToma  Epist.  ad  Attiaim    .     .    Jonson     .  1470^ 

Quintilian Jeiuan      .  1471 

Macrobius 1472 

Solinus -    Jenson      .  1478  y  FRmTED  UPOk  ykllux. 

Catullus 1472 

Plautus 1472 

Ovidii  Opera Bonon,     .  1471, 

The  public  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Edwards  for  the  timely  supply  of  the 
bibliographical  intelligence. 
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icnlar;  or  rather  the  English  commander  was  com- 
Jjletely  bitten  with  the  bibUomaniacal  disease  in  conse- 
faaenre  of  seeing  EuQ^ene  secure  rare  and  ma^ificent 
npi&j  of  works,  when  a  city  or  town  was  taken :  and 
German  Prince  hinLself  expatiates  upon  the  trea- 
es  of  his  library,  with  a  rapture  with  which  none  but 
I  the  most  thorough-bred  bibliomaniacs  can  ever  ade- 
Lqaately  sympathise. 

Ever  ardent  in  his  love  of  past  learning,  and  not  less 
"oracious  in  his  bibliomaniacaJ  appetites,  was  the  well 
nown  NARcisSLfs  LuTTRKLL,  Nothing' — if  we  may 
indg«  from  the  spirited  sketch  of  his  book  character, 
iby  the  able  editor*  of  Drydcn's  works — nofhinc^  would 
tem  to   have  escaped  his  Lynx-like  vigilance.     Let  the 

"  "  In  thU  laat  part  of  hia  tost,  the  editor  (Wolter  Soott)  bos  been  greatly 

asn^tad  by  frso  accete  to  a  valusbla  oollection  of  fugitiro  pieces  of  the  it%tii  of 

durleB  II.,  James  II.,  Willum  III.,  and  Qutwn   Anne.     Tbia  corionB  cotlcctiaD 

le  bf  NARCIS9US  LcTTitELi:,  Esq.,  under  wbose  name  the  Editor  usually 

■a  it.    Ho  industrious  collector.  Becma  to  tiave  bought  every  poetioal  tmot, 

it,  irbich  was  Imwbed  through  the  streets  in  his  time,  mttrkiog 

oily  the  price  and  date  of  the  purohase.    Mil  collection  oontaini  the  earliest 

ioiH  of  many  of  our  most  excellent  poeiuB,  bound  up,  aooordiag  to  the  order 

if  tinw,  with  the  lowest  trash  of  Orub-street.    It  was  diapened  on  Mr.  LnttroH'a 

pTBfaos  to  The   Warti  of  John  Drt/ilai,  1808  :  toI.  I.,   p.  iv.     Mr. 

nffindleysnd  Mr.  Kichard  Hobcr  are  then  meDtianed,  by  the  editor,  as 

hkTbig  obtuned  a  great  sbaro  of  the  Luttrell  cotleotion,  and  llborally  fumiahcd 

txo  iritlithe  loan  of  the  sBiue,  in  order  to  the  mora  psrfcot  editing  of  Dryden'a 

■Tirks.    But  it  is  to  the  porseTDring  book-apirit  of  Mr.    Edwabd  Wtnhi,  aa 

kodor  above  intimates,  that  those  notorious  modem  bibliomaniacs  are  indebted 

W  the  premratioD  of  most  of  the  ohoicest  relics  of  the  Bibliolkeca  LnUrdliaiui, 

"r.  Wynne  liyed  at  Uttte  Chebaa ;  and  built  his.  library  in  a  room  which  had 

i«  Mpulation  of  haTiDg  been  Lockk'*  ilady.     Hare  be  used  to  sit,  surrounded  by 

mmsrable  books — a  "great  part  being  termed  by  an  eminent  and  curious 

in  tlie  last  oontury"— to.  the  aforeaaid  Nnroissus    Luttroll.     (See  the 

leta  the  Calalogue  of  his  Library.)    Hia  books  were  sold  by  autiian  in  17S6i 

1^  that  Uia  raader  may  have  some  faint  idea  of  the  treasures  contAuied  in  the 

I  ITyniiuiiKi,  he  is  presoDtod  with  the  follawing  oitntota  : 

I  «OT  £      >.     d. 

S  A   parcel  of  pamphlets  on  poetry,  Sro 2      1)      0 

9  Do.  Tragadios  and  Comedies,  Ito.  and  8»o 3    13     6 

*  Do.  Historical  and  Hiscollaneaus,  4te.  and  Sm.     .....         110 

S  Poetical,  Historical,  and  Uiscollanoous,  folio  14      0 

I    11  Do.  girinK  an  account  of  horrid  Murders,  Storms,  Prodigies,    1 

Tempests,  Witcheratit,   Ghosts,    Earthq nakes,   ko..  kM    i    \     U      0 
frOHtispUtn  aW  cutt,  Un.  and  8io.   !606. I 

^  2 
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object  be  what  it  would  (especially  if  it  related  to 
poetry)  let  the  volume  be  great  or  small,  or  contain 
good,  bad,  or  indifferent  warblings  of  the  muse — ^his 
insatiable  craving  had  "stomach  for  them  all."  Wc 
may  consider  his  collection  as  the  fountain  head  of  those 
copious  streams  which,  after  fructifying  the  libraries 
of  many  bibliomaniacs  in  the  first  half  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century,  settled,  for  a  while,  more  determinedly, 
in  the  curious  book-reservoir  of  a  Mr.  Wynnr— 
and  hence,  breaking  up,  and  taking  a  different  di- 
rection towards  the  collections  of  Farmer,  Steeveas, 
and  others,  they  have  almost  lost  their  identity  in 
the  innumerable  rivulets  which  now  inundate  the  bod^- 
world. 

Why  have  I  delayed,  to  the  present  moment,  the  men- 
tion of  that   illustrious  bibliomaniac.  Earl  PsMBROKBt 

LOT  £,    M,    d. 

12  Do.    HUtorioal  and   Politioal^  English    and  ForeigD,    from  (   «     «     n 

1680  to  1707 I*     •• 

13  Do.    consisting   of    Petitioni,  Remonstrances,  Dedaitttions^  v 

and  other  political  matters,  from  1638  to   1660,  during  i 

the  great  Rebellion,  and  the  whole  of  the  Protect<nttt«  :  >    7     7     0 

a  very  large  parcel,  many  qf  Hum  with  cuts.    Porchaaed  t 

by  the  present  Marquis  of  Bute / 

14  Do.  of  single  sheets,  giving  an  account  of  the  various  ciegM  \ 

in  Ireland  in  1695-6 ;  and  consisting  likewise  of  Elegies,  I 

Old  Ballads,  accounts  of    Murders,  Storms,  Political  >  tf    16    I 

Squibs,    &c    &o.,    matiy   of  them   with  curiatu  plategg  1 

from  1695  to   1706.    Purchased  by  the  same.    .     •    .  / 

Lots  23-4  comprised  a  groat  number  of  "  Old  Poetry  and  RomoMettf"  wUek 
were  purchased  by  Mr.  Baynes  for  71.  9f.  Lot  376  compreheoded  a  "  CWbtfiM 
of  Old  Playi—Oatcoigne,  WhUe,  Wiiidet,  Decker,  itc,"  21  vols. :  which  mnwM 
for  38/.  17«.  Never,  to  be  sure,  was  a  precious  collection  of  Engliah  Hiitfliy  tad. 
Poetry  so  wretohedly  detailed  to  the  public,  in  an  auction  catalogaa  1  It  shoaU 
be  noticed  that  a  great  number  of  poetical  tracts  was  disposed  of,  preriooi  to  tti 
sale,  to  Dr.  Fariibr,  who  gave  not  more  than  forty  guineas  for  them.  Tk» 
Doctor  was  also  a  detormined  purchaser  at  the  sale,  and  I  think  the  imaJoai 
Mr.  Woldron  aided  the  illustrious  commentator  of  Shakspeare  with  inaqr  * 
choice  volume.  It  may  be  worth  adding  that  Wynne  was  the  anther  ef  aa 
elegant  work,  writtou  in  the  form  of  dialogues,  entitled  BumomuM,  or  JN»- 
eourte*  upon  the  Laws  of  England,  4  vols,  8vo.  It  happened  to  be  pahUibidM 
the  time  when  Sir  William  Blackstone's  Commentarut  on  the  Laim  i^  Maflmi 
nuide  their  appearance  ;  and,  in  consequence,  haa  seen  only  three  edftioDi :  thi 
lattor  being  published  in  1809,  2  vols.,  8vo. 
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a  patron  of  poor  scholars,  and  a  connoisseur,  as  well 
as  collector,  of  every  thing  the  most  precious  and 
rare  in  the  book-way.  Yet  was  his  love  of  Virt& 
not  confined  to  objects  in  the  shape  of  volumes, 
whether  printed  or  in  MS. :  his  knowledge  of  statues 
and  coins  was  profound  ;*  and  his  collection  of  these. 


■  Tii«  iMdar  wtlt  find  in  tulnuted  miogj  on  thii  grMkt  DoblenuD  In  WaJ- 
pola'a  Anteiotet  iff  PaMtri,  ToL  ir.,  227  ;  part  of  which  waa  tmiachbed  b; 
JoMph  Wuton  for  hia  Tuionun  edition  of  Pope's  worki,  and  tbenoa  copiad  ioto 
ths  raosnt  adittoa  of  the  nma  bf  the  B^. 
W.  L.  fiowlw.  But  Pkmbboec  deMired 
»  more  putienlar  Dotiot.  ExeltudTelf  of 
hb  fiiM  itataeB  and  arohitaattml  deoora- 
tioDi,  the  Esri  oontriTod  to  prooura  a  gnat 
munber  of  ouriooa  and  lare  books ;  and 
the  teatiiDDiiiea  of  Maittaire  (irho  qwaka 
Indeed  of  Mm  with  a  lort  of  nptnre)) 
■nd  Palmer  ahov  that  the  prodaotioaa  of 
Jenion  and  Caiton  wars  no  atnu^en  to  hli 
llbraiy.  Aw»ala  TypagmpAici,  n>L  L,  18. 
edit.  1719.  BiHoTf  qf  Printing,  p.  6. 
"There  ia  nothing  that  lo  anralj  piorac 
\  the  pre-emlnenoa  of  Tirtue  mora  than  the 
1  Diiivenal  admiiKtion  ol  mankind,  and  the 
reapeot  paid  it  bj  peraoni  in  oppodta 
intenata ;  and,  mora  than  thie,  it  i*  a 
I  not  deitra;  :  it  la  bung  up  in  the  Temple  of 
ConttKuatiiM  qf  Orangtr,  vol.  L,  ST,  Ac 
"  Be  niaed  (oootinnea  Hr.  Hoble)  a  ooUeotaon  of  antiquea  that  were  nnrinlled 
hj  taj  mbjeot.  Hia  learning  made  him  a  Bt  oompauion  for  the  Ut««ll  Wilton 
will  ever  be  a  maniunent  of  hia  eiteoaiTe  knowledge ;  and  the  prlnoal7  prMenta 
It  oontaina,  of  the  high  eetimatton  in  which  he  waa  held  by  foreign  potentatea,  aa 
wan  aa  by  the  manjr  monarcha  he  aaw  and  Barred  at  home.  He  lived  rather  aa  a 
primitire  chriatian ;  in  hia  bahaTioiir,  meek ;  in  hia  dreaa,  plain  :  rather  retired, 
oonraningbnt  little."  Buniet,  In  the  Bulory  qf  kit  om  Jimtt,  haa  apoken  of 
the  Ei^  with  qiirit  and  propriety.  Thua  far  the  flnt  editian  of  the  Bibliomania. 
Aom  an  oiigioal  US.  letter  of  Anatia  to  Ames  (in  the  poaaeadon  of  Mr.  John 
Niohola)  I  insert  the  following  memoraoda,  oonceralag  the  book  oelebrit;  of 
Lord  Pembroke.  "  I  bad  the  book  of  Juliana  Bamea  {aaya  Auatia)  printed  at 
St  Albana,  I486,  about  bunting,  which  waa  aftarvorda  reprinted  by  W.  de  Worde 
at  Weatmlnater,  liM— hut  the  Eabl  or  Pkhbsouc  would  not  rcet  tlD  he  got  It 
from  me."  Rom  a  latter  to  Lewia  (tho  biographer  of  Caxton)  by  the  same 
ponon,  dated  Oot.  11,  1737,  Atutla  aaya  that  "the  Earl  of  Pembroke  would 
not  Buffer  him  to  rest  till  he  bad  preaanted  it  to  him."  He  aaya  also  that  "  he 
bad  •  later  edition  of  the  aune,  piioted  in  Ilttt,  oh  panAmatt,  by  W.  de  Worde, 
which  he  had  given  away :  bat  be  oould  aend  to  tlie  penon  who  had  it."  From 
nooUMr  letter, 'dated  May  8,  1740,  this  "persau"  tuma  oQt  to  be  the  famoua 
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such  as  to  have   secured  for    him    the    admiration    of 
posterity. 

While  this  nobleman  was  the  general  theme  of  literary 
praise  there  lived  a  Bibtiomamacal  Triumvirate  of  the 
names  of  Bagford^  Murray,  and  Hearnb:  a  trium- 
virate, perhaps  not  equalled,  in  the  mere  love  of  book- 
collecting',  by  that  which  we  mentioned  a  short  time 
ago.     At   the  head,  and    the  survivor  of  these  three,* 


John  Murray  ;  to  whom  we  are  shortly  to  be  introduced.  The  copj,  howefar, 
is  said  to  be  '*  impeif  ect ;  but  the  St.  Albans  book,  a  fair  folio."  In  this  letter. 
Lord  Pembroko*s  library  is  said  to  bold  "the  greatest  coUection  of  the  fint  books 
printed  in  England."  Perhaps  the  reader  will  not  be  displeased  to  be  infonned 
that  in  the  Ant'upiitiet  of  Olcutonbury,  published  by  Heame,  1722,  p.  Lvm,  then 
is  a  medal,  with  the  reverse,  of  one  of  the  Earl's  anoostors  in  Queen  EUsabeth's 
time,  which  had  escaped  Evelyn.  It  was  lent  to  Heame  by  Sir  Hiilip  Syden- 
ham, who  was  at  the  expense  of  having  the  plate  engraTed. 

*  The  former  bibliomaniacal  triumvirate  is  noticed  at  p.  217,  ante.  We  will 
now  discuss  the  merits  of  the  above,  seriatim.  And  first  of  JoHH  Bagfobd^ 
"by  profession  a  bookseller;  who  frequently  travelled  into  Holland  and  other 
parts,  in  search  of  scarce  books  and  valuable  prints,  and  brought  a  vut  munber 
into  this  kingdom,  the  greater  part  of  which  were  purchased  by  the  Eail  of 
Oxford.  He  had  been  in  his  younger  days  a  shoemaker;  and  for  the 
curiosities  wherewith  he  enriched  the  famous  Ubnuy  of  Dr.  John  More, 
of  Ely,  his  Lordship  got  him  admitted  into  the  Charter  House.  He  died  m 
1716,  aged  65 ;  after  his  death.  Lord  Oxford  purchased  all  hia  ooUeetionB  and 
papers  for  his  library :  those  are  now  in  the  Harleian  oolleotion  in  Um  British 
Museum.  In  1707  were  published,  in  the  Philosophical  transaetionsy  Us  Fti^ 
posals  for  a  General  History  of  Printing." — Bowyer  and  Nichora  Or^/ta  rf 
Printing,  pp.  164,  189,  note.  It  has  been  my  fortune  (whether  good  or  bid 
remains  to  be  proved)  not  only  to  transcribe,  and  cause  to  be  reprinted,  the 
slender  Memorial  of  Printing  in  the  Philosophical  Transaotiont,  drawn  ^ 
by  Wanley  for  Bagford,  but  to  wade  through  foritf'two  foUo  vohuMi^  fa 
which  Bagford's  materials  for  a  History  of  Printing  are  incorporated,  in  the 
British  Museum  :  and  from  these,  I  think  I  have  furnished  myself  with  a  pnCtSf 
oorrect  notion  of  the  collector  of  them.  Bagford  was  the  meet  hungij  and  npa- 
dous  of  all  book  and  print  collectors ;  and,  in  his  ravages^  he  spared  neither  the 
most  delicate  nor  costly  specimens.  He  seems  always  to  ha>Te  ezpreaaed  Us  MbH 
nishment  at  the  most  common  productions ;  and  his  pi4>er  in  the  Philoaoplnari 
Transactions  betrays  such  simplicity  and  ignorance  that  one  is  attffniJwl  hew 
my  Lord  Oxford,  and  tho  learned  Bishop  of  Ely,  oould  have  employed  m 
credulous  a  bibliographical  forager.  A  modem  coUeotor  and  lover  of  pnfiA 
copies,  will  witness,  with  shuddering,  among  Bagford's  <tnii>Mm^  irftHtntifln  of 
tiUe-pages  in  the  Museum,  the  frontispieces  of  the  Complatenaian  Pnlygio^  ml 
Chaunoy's  History  of  Hertfordshire,  torn  out  to  iUnstrate  a  Histcuy  of  Printfas> 
His  enthusiasm,  however,  carried  him  through  a  great  deal  of  laboriooa  toB ; 
and  he  supplied  in  some  measure,  by  this  qualification,  the  want  of  other 
ments.     His  whole  mind  was  devoted  to  book-hunting ;  and  hia  integrity 
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was  Thomas  Heame ;  who,  if  I  well  remember,  has  been 
thus  described  by  Pope>  in  his  Dunciad,  under  tlie  cha- 
racter of  Wormius : 

Bat  who  is  he,  in  closet  close  ypent, 
Of  sober  face,  with  learned  dost  besprent  ? 
Right  well  mine  eyes  arede  the  myster  wight, 
On  parchment  scraps  y-fed,  and  WoBMins  hight 

diligmoe  probably  made  his  employers  overlook  his  many  failings.  His  hand- 
writing is  soaroely  legible,  and  his  orthography  is  still  more  wretched  ;  but  if  he 
was  ignorant,  he  was  humble,  zealous,  and  grateful ;  and  he  has  oertainly  done 
something  towards  the  acoomplishment  of  that  desirable  object,  an  accurate 
olinBAL  msTOBT  OF  FBDVTINO.  The  preceding  was  inserted  in  the  firtt 
tiUitm  of  this  work.  It  is  incumbent  on  me  to  say  something  more,  and  less 
declamatory,  of  so  extraordinary  a  character  ;  and  as  my  sources  of  information 
are  such  as  do  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  majority  of  readers,  I  trust  the 
prolixity  of  what  follows,  appertaining  to  the  aforesaid  renowned  bibliomaniac, 
will  be  pardoned — at  least  by  the  lover  of  curious  biographical  memoranda.  My 
old  friend,  Tom  Heame,  is  my  chief  authority.  In  the  preface  to  that  very 
searoe,  but  rather  curious  than  valuable,  work,  entitied  OuU,  Roper  Vita  D, 
Thoma  Mori,  1716,  8vo.,  we  have  the  following  brief  notice  of  Bagford  :  §.  ix. 
Epbtolas  et  Orationes  exdpit  Anonymi  Scriptoris  chronioon;  quod  idcirco 
Qodstovianum  appellare  visum  est,  quia  in  illud  forte  fortuna  indderim,  quum, 
anno  MDOCXV.  una  cum  Joanna  Baofordio,  amioo  egregio  ad  rudera  Frioratiis 
de  Godstowe  juxta  Oxoniam  animi  reoreandi  gratia,  perambularem.  De  illo 
▼eip  me  prius  certiorem  fecerat  ipse  Bagfordius,  qui  magno  cum  noetro  moerore 
paullo  post  Londini  obiit,  die  nimirum  quinto  Maij  anno  ICDCOXVI.  quum  jam 
annum  »tatis  sexagessimum  quintum  Inplerisset,  ut  h  litteris  intelligo  amici 
ingenio  et  humanitate  omati  Jacobei  Sothebeii,  junioris,  qui,  si  quis  alius,  ^ 
Ismfliaribus  erat  BagfordiL  Virum  enimvero  ideo  mihi  quam  maxima  h&c 
oocssioae  lugendum  est,  quod  amicum  probitate  et  modestia  pneditum  amiserim, 
▼inunqoe  cum  primis  diligentem  et  peritum  intercidiBse  tam  oertum  sit  quam 
qood  certissimum.  Quamvis  enim  artes  liberales  nunquaoS  dididsset,  vi  tamen 
ingenii  ductus,  eroditus  plane  evant ;  et,  ut  quod  verum  est  dicam,  incredibile 
eat  quam  f  elidter  res  abstrusas  in  historiis  veteribus  explicaverit,  nodosque  paullo 
diffioiliores  ad  artis  typographicn  incunabula  spectantes  solverit  et  expedierit. 
Bzpertus  novi  quod  scribe.  Quotiescunque  enim  ipsum  consului  (et  quidem  id 
swipfiwiliim  fadendum  erat)  perpetuo  mihi  alitor  atque  exspectaveram  satisfecit, 
obeervationis  itidem  nonnunquam  tales  addons,  quales  antea  neque  mihi  neque 
▼iris  kmge  dootioribus  in  mentem  venerant.  Quidni  itaque  virum  magnum 
fiDBse  pronundarem,  prodpue  quum  nostra  sententia  illi  soli  magni  sint  oensendi, 
qtd  recto  agant,  et  sint  vere  boni  et  virtute  prsediti  t  *' — Pn^f,  pp.  xxi«,  ii  In 
Hearne's  perfaoe  to  WaJUer  HemingfordPt  history,  Bagford  is  again  briefly  intro- 
duced :  "At  vero  in  hoc  genere  fragmenta  colligendi  omnes  quidem  alios 
(quantum  ego  existimare  possum)  fodle  superavit  Joannis  Baqfordius,  de  quo 
apud  Heming^um,  &c  Incredibile  est,  quanta  usus  dt  diligentia  in  laciniia 
▼eteribus  ooacervandis.  Imo  in  hoc  labore  quidem  tantum  veisari  exoptabat 
qtiantum  potuit,  tantum  autem  re  vera  veraabatur,  quantum  ingenio  (nam  divino 
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A  little  volume  of  book  chit-chat  mi^t  be  written  apoo 
the  marveUous  discovesies  and  Yolaminoos  compilaticHis 


nne  fraebatur)  quantum  medioori  dootrina  (nam  neque  ingenue,  neqoe  UbmGiVy 
unqoam  fuit  eduoatua)  quantum  usu  valuit,  "  p.  ciiL  Hie  reader  hen  finds  a 
reference  to  what  is  said  of  Bagford,  in  the  Hemingi  Wigontauit  CkartiUmitm : 
which,  though  copious,  is  really  curious  and  entertaining,  and  is  forthwith  ml^ 
mitted  to  his  consideration.  "  It  was  therefore  very  laudable  in  my  frisnd« 
Mr.  J.  Baqfobd  (who  I  think  was  bom  in  Fetter-lane,  London)  to  enqiloy  so 
much  of  his  time  as  he  did  in  collecting  remains  of  antiquity.  Indeed  he  wa 
a  man  of  a  very  surprising  genius,  and  had  his  education  (for  he  was  fint  a  sbo^ 
maker,  and  afterwards  for  some  time  a  book-seller)  been  equal  to  his  natmal 
genius,  he  would  hare  prayed  a  much  greater  man  than  he  waa.  And  yei^  withoat 
this  education,  he  waa  certainly  the  greatest  man  in  the  worid  in  hia  way.  I  de 
not  hear  of  any  monument  erected  to  his  memory,  but  twaa  not  without 
that  a  worthy  gentleman,  now  living  in  London,  designed  the  foUowiDg 
for  him: 

Hie.  Sitrs.  JoAirmEB.  RioroBDiVB. 
AntiquariTB.  Penitvs.  Britannva. 
CujvB.  Nuda.  Soleitia.    Alionrm. 
Vicit.  Operosam.  Diligentiam. 
Obiit.  MaiL  ▼.   A.D.  IC.D0C.XVL 

.£tatis  [LXV.] 
Yin.  Simplicis.  Et  Sine.  Fvoo. 
Memoria.  No.  Periret. 
HuDC.  Lfqndem.    Poevit. 


"Tis  very  remarkable  that,  in  collecting,  his  care  did  not  extend  itaolf  to  boofci 
and  to  fragments  of  books  only ;  but  even  to  the  very  Cvwen,  and  to  ftoswi  and 
CUupt ;  and  all  this  that  he  might,  with  greater  ease,  oompfla  the  ffirtety  ef 
Printing,  which  he  had  undertaken,  but  did  not  finish.  In  this  nobla  walk  be 
intended  a  Discourse  about  Binding  Boots  (in  which  he  might  have  improfad 
what  I  have  said  els^heie  about  the  ancient  .Atels)  and  another  abooi  tiia  AH 
qf  mating  Paper,  in  both  which  his  observations  were  very  aoeontou  NqTt  Ui 
ddll  in  paper  was  so  exquisite  that,  at  first  view,  he  ooold  teQ  the  plaoa 
and  the  time  when,  any  paper  was  made,  though  at  never  so  many  yeanT 
I  well  remember  that,  when  I  was  reading  over  a  fiunona  book  of  ooHeflHi 
(written  by  John  Laweme,  Monk  of  Worcester,  and  now  praaarrad)  ki  tta 
Bodleian  Library,  Mr.  Bagf ord  came  to  me  (as  he  wonld  often  eomo  tUttMr  ea 
puixxjse  to  converse  with  me  about  curiodtiea)  and  that  ha  had  no 
the  book,  but  he  presently  described  the  time  when,  and  tho  placa 
paper  of  which  it  consists,  was  made.  He  waa  indefatigable  in  hia 
was  so  ambitious  of  aeeing  what  he  had  heard  of,  relating  to  hia  nobla 
that  he  had  made  several  joumies  into  Holland  to  see  the  faoMraa  booka  thaiL 
Nor  was  he  less  thirsty  after  other  antiquitiesi,  bat,  like  old  John  Stow,  waa  far 
aeeing  himself,  if  possible  (although  he  travelled  on  foot),  what  had 
to  him.  Insomuch  that  I  cannot  doubt,  but  were  he  now  living',  bo  wonld 
expressed  a  %*ery  longing  desire  of  going  to  Worceatar,  were  it  for  no 
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of   Ba^ord  and  Heame :   and  to  these^  we  may  add 
another   unique   bibliomaniac,    who    will    go    down    to 


roMon  bat  to  be  better  aatiafied  about  the  famous  monumental  stones  mentioned 
by  Homing  {Chart,  Wigom.,  p.  842)^  as  he  often  declared  a  most  earnest  desire 
of  walking  with  me  (though  I  was  diverted  from  going)  to  Guy's  Cliff  by 
Warwick,  when  I  was  printing  that  most  rare  book  called^  Joannis  Rossi  Anti' 
gMoni  Warwiceiuis  Historia  Regum  Anglia,  And  I  am  apt  to  think  that  he 
would  have  shewed  as  hearty  an  inclination  of  going  to  Steniug  in  Sussex^  that 
being  the  place  (according  to  Asser's  Life  of  JSlfred  the  Great)  where  K.  Ethel- 
wulph  (father  of  K.  Alfred)  was  buried,  though  others  say  it  was  at  Winches- 
ter," &c  "  Mr.  Bagford  was  as  communicative  as  he  was  knovring :  so  that 
■om^  of  the  chief  curiosities  in  some  of  our  best  libraries  are  owing  to  him ;  for 
which  reason  it  was  that  the  late  Bishop  qf  Bly,  Dr.  Mqbb  (who  reoeived  so 
much  from  him),  as  an  instance  of  gratitude,  procured  him  a  place  in  the 
Charter-House.  I  wish  all  places  were  as  well  bestowed.  For  as  Mr.  Bagford 
was,  without  all  dispute,  a  very  worthy  man,  so,  being  a  despiser  of  money,  he 
bad  not  provided  for  the  necessities  of  old  age.  He  never  looked  upon  tiiose 
as  true  philosophers  that  aimed  at  heaping  up  riches,  and,  in  that  point,  could 
never  commend  that  otherwise  great  man,  Seneca,  who  had  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  at  use  in  Britain  ;  the  loan  whereof  had  been 
thrust  upon  the  Britains,  whether  they  would  or  no.  He  would  rather  extol  such 
men  as  a  certain  rector  near  Oxford,  whose  will  is  thus  put  down  in  writing,  by 
Richard  Kedermister,  the  last  abbot  but  one  of  Winchcomb  {Lekmd  Collect, 
vol.  vL,  168),  in  the  margin  of  a  book  (I  lately  purchased)  called  Sienmymi 
CarduMlis  Vilas  Pairum,  Lugd.  Mccoocn.  4to.  "  Nihil  habeo,  nihil  debeo, 
benedicamus  Domino.  Testamentum  oujuadam  rectoris,  juxta  Oxoniam  dece- 
dentis  drdter  annum  salutis,  1520."  "  Nor  was  Mr.  Bagford  versed  only  in 
onr  own  old  writers,  but  in  those  likewise  of  other  countries,  particularly  the 
Roman.  His  skill  in  that  part  of  the  Roman  history  that  inunediately  relates 
to  Britain  is  suf&ciently  evident  from  his  curious  letter,  printed  at  the  beginning 
of  Leland's  Collectanea.  That  he  might  be  the  better  acquainted  with  the 
Koman  stations,  and  the  several  motions  of  the  soldiers  from  one  place  to 
another,  he  used  to  pick  up  catTis,  and  would,  upon  occasion,  discourse  hand- 
■omely,  and  very  pertinently,  about  them ;  yet  he  would  keep  none,  but  would 
give  them  to  his  friends,  telling  them  (for  he  was  exemplarfly  modest  and  humble) 
that  he  had  neither  learning  nor  sagacity  enough  to  explain  and  illustrate  them, 
and  that  therefore  it  was  more  proper  they  should  be  in  the  possession  of  some 
able  persons.  He  would  have  done  any  thing  to  retrieve  a  Roman  author,  and 
woold  have  given  any  price  for  so  much  as  a  single  fragment  (not  yet  discovered) 
of  the  learned  commentaries,  written  by  Agrippina,  mother  to  Nero,  touching 
the  fortunes  of  her  house,  which  are  (as  I  much  fear)  now  utterly  lost,  excepting 
the  fragment  or  two  cited  out  of  them  by  Pliny  the  elder  and  Comelins  Tadtus ; 
as  he  would  also  have  stuck  at  no  price  for  a  grammar  prinUd  at  Tasristoei, 
commonly  called  S)e  lon^  ®raininat.  When  he  went  abroad  he  was  never 
idle,  but  if  he  could  not  meet  with  things  of  a  better  character,  he  would  divert 
hintself  with  looking  over  Ballads,  and  he  was  always  mightily  pleased  if  he  met 
with  any  that  were  old.  Anthony  k  Wood  made  good  collections,  with  respect 
to.  ballads,  but  he  was  far  outdone  by  Mr.  Bagford.     Our  modem  ballads  are. 
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posterity  under  the  distmguished,  and  tmly  enviable, 
title  of  *^  The  Musical  SmaU-Coal  Man ; "  I  mean,  master 
Thomas  Britton.  Yes,  Lisardo ;  while  we  give  to  the 
foregoing  characters  their  full  share  of  merit  and 
praise;  we  admit  that  Bagford's  personal  activity 
and  manual  labour  have  hardly  been  equalled — ^wliile  we 
allow  John  Murray  to  have  looked  with  sharper  eyes 


for  the  moat  part«  romantic ;  but  the  old  ones  oontain  matters  of  fiaet,  and 
generally  written  by  good  soholars.  In  these  old  ones  were  oonohad  tbe 
tions  of  our  great  heroes :  they  were  a  sort  of  CHroniclea.  So  that  tho 
founder  of  New  College  permitted  them  to  be  simg,  by  the  f^hnra  of  tint 
ooUege,  upon  extraordinary  days.  In  those  times,  the  poets  thought  tliey  had 
done  their  duty  when  they  had  obsenred  truth,  and  put  the  aooounts  tiiay  imdflr- 
took  to  write,  into  rhythm,  without  extravagantly  indulging  their  fimcioa.  Nobody 
knew  this  better  than  Mr.  Bagf ord  ;  for  which  reason  he  always  seemod  ataaoit 
raybhed  when  he  happened  to  light  upon  old  rhythms,  thoogh  they  mlg^  nol^ 
perhaps,  be  so  properly  ranged  under  the  title  of  baUads,"  fto.,  pp.  066—961^ 
Being  unable  to  furnish  a  portrait  of  Bagford  (although  I  took  aotaa  fitUa 
trouble  ta  procure  one)  I  hope  the  reader— if  his  patience  be  not  quifea 
— ^wOl  endeaTour  to  oonsole  himself,  in  lieu  thereof,  with  a  speoimea  of 
epistolary  composition  ;  which  I  have  faithfully  copied  from  the  original 
the  Sloanian  MSS,,  no.  4036,  in  the  British  Museum.  It  is  written  to  Sir 
Sloane. 

From  my  Lodginfft,  JnlyS^lTDl 

WOBTHT  8IBy 

Since  you  honoured  me  with  your  good  eompany  for  aMiog 
printing  and  card-making,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  explain  myaelf  to  joa  psr 
letter  on  this  subject.  TiVL  you  had  seen  the  whole  process  of  oard-makfaub  I 
thought  I  could  not  so  well  represent  it  unto  you  by  writing^-fdr  thb  I  taka 
to  be  the  first  manner  of  printing.  In  tlus  short  discouae  I  haTo  explained 
myself  when  I  design  to  treat  of  it  in  the  famous  subject  of  the  Art  of  Printing. 
It  hath  been  the  labour  of  several  years  past,  and  if  now  I  shall  have  aairtanee 
to  midwife  it  into  the  world,  I  shall  be  well  satisfied  for  the  sake  of  the  eurioua. 
For  these  10  years  past  I  have  spared  no  cost  in  collecting  books  on  this  anbjeol^ 
and  likewise  drafts  of  the  effigies  of  our  famous  printers,  with  other  de8lg;ns  that 
will  be  needful  on  this  subject.  If  this  short  account  of  the  dedgn  of  the  whole 
shall  give  you  any  satisfaction,  I  shall  esteem  my  pains  well  bestowed.  Hitherto^ 
I  have  met  with  no  encouragement  but  from  three  reverend  gentlemen  of  Bennet 
College  in  Cambridge,  who  generously,  of  their  own  accord,  gave  me  10  pound 
each,  which  is  all  I  ever  received  of  any  person  whatsoever.  It  may  indeed  he 
imputed  to  my  own  neglect,  in  not  acquainting  the  learned  with  my  design,  bat 
modesty  still  keeps  me  silent.  I  hope  your  goodness  will  pardon  my  imperti- 
nence. I  shall  be  ready  at  all  times  to  give  you  any  satisfaction  yon  desire  on 
this  subject,  who  am, 

Honoured  Sir, 
Your  most  humble  Servant  to  oommand. 
For  the  Worthy  Sir  Hans  Stone,  Jo.  Bacupobdc 
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after  black-letter  volumes  than  almost  any  of  his  pre- 
decessors or  successors — while  we  gn^ant  Thomas  Heame 


wliote  of  tUi  Bio- 
JOHDUSA  bj  thB  fol- 
lowing onlijae  commo- 
niotion.  On*  of  Bag- 
ford's  friend*  aont  him 
tUt  letter  wiUithenib. 
jdned  dsriiw : — "  Fw 
mg     Lorittge     friend 

I  »ldi  it  were  Id  mj  power  to  collect  informaldon,  eqiuUly  aooaptable  with 
the  toregoiiig,  reapeotiiig  the  ftboTS-iuuaed  JOHn  Hubrit;  bat  Heune,  who 
wu  his  intimate  friend,  has  been  yvrj  apariDg  io  his  aaeedotai  of  blm,  htring 
left  ni  but  &  few  danltory  notices,  written  chiefly  in  the  I^tin  Unguige.  Tba 
eerheit  mention  of  him  th&t  I  fimd  1>  the  following :  "  Venim  Ulnd  pnwipue 
mentionem  meretur,  quod  mntuo  aoo«pi,  sohadul&nnA  et  niters  jsm  exonso,  A 
JoAUm  MciUBIO  Londinenii,  tA  antin\aiia  petsorutatore  diUgenti,  cut  to 
Domine  gratiss  sgo."  "Deniqns  Bnbdidideeoiiptionemfen«atanimdeplotarDmee- 
oleiriK  pwoohislis  de  Fairford  in  agro  Glooestriensf ,  fe  sobedula  quam  mntuo  sumpd 
ab  amico  supra  laudato  Johanoe  Mnrrario,  qui  per  Uteras  etiam  oertlorem  me 
fedt  b  oo<!Uos  quodam  vetaito  MS.  fuiase  eitnotnm-  Neqne  dabito  qoiit  Uo 
idem  fuarit  Codei  quem  olim  in  eoolena  de  Fairford  adsemtum  sorripuisM  na- 
bnlonem  quemplam  mihi  signiSoavit  eoaledm  ndltuua,  vir  simplex,  netmon  vtato 
et  sdeatia  Teoerandus.'  Pmf  :  p.  xim.  Qmi.  AofMri  Vita  Thama  Mori,  \719, 
Sto.,  edit.  Heame.  There  is  another  sHght  mentioti  of  HmiBf,  by  Heame,  io 
the  latter's  edition  of  7A<m.  Cin'i.  Vindie.  Aniiq.  AeaxL  Oion,  voL  il.,  80S-4— 
where  he  dlsoourue  laigel;  upon  the  former's  oopy  of  Saileth  Patfywu  <if  Fta- 
pit :  a  book  which  will  be  noticed  b;  me  very  fully  on  a  future  ooaasion.  At 
present,  it  may  suOoe  to  observe  that  a  perfect  copy  of  it  la  probably  the  rarest 
^g'"''  book  In  eiistenoe.  There  is  a  nurloas  eopper  plate  [nint  of  Homy, 
by  Vertne,  in  which  our  blbtiomaniao's  right  arm  is  resUng  upon  some  books  en- 
titled "Bamt't  Workt,  Stmimt  Paper,,  TryaU  <tf  WHdm."  Beneatii  is  tfais 
inaerlptioa: 

HA  Maitler  MM  Jfurra*  of  Saeow/i, 

Tht  Warla  i^tld  rtw  to  eaUiet  uu  At)  pridt, 
TiU  ObUtton  drtaded  kti  Cart : 

itwardlu  ol  FriemU.  inulau  lu  i^d, 
3(1 »»  Roola  and  at  Oriimvm  kit  Btlr.  •.  >. 

or  the  above-mentioDed  Thomas  Britton,  I  am  enabled  to  present  a  very 
carious  and  interesting  aoaauot,  tttau  a  work  published  by  Heame,  of  no  Tel7 
ordinary  oocarrenre,  end  in  the  very  words  of  Heams  himself.  It  is  quite  an 
unique  picture.  "  Before  I  dkmin  this  subject,  I  must  hag  leaveto  mention,  and 
to  give  a  short  account  of,  one  that  wm  intimately  aoquainted  with  Ur.  BegCord, 
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a  considerable  portion  of  scholarship^  an  inflexible 
integrity,  as  well  as  indefatigable  industry^  and  that  his 
works  are  generally  interesting^  both  firom  the  artless  style 
in  which  they  are  composed,  and  the  intrinstic  utility  of  the 


and  was  also  a  great  man,  though  of  bat  ordinary  aduoation.  The  penoo  I 
mean  is  Mr.  Thos.  Bbitton,  the  famous  Mtuieal  Small  CocU  Man,  who  was  bocn 
at  or  near  HighaiR  Ferrers  in  Northamptonshire.  Thenoe  he  want  to  Leodoo, 
where  he  bound  himself  apprentice  to  a  small  oocd  man  in  St.  John  Baptist's 
Street.  After  he  had  senred  his  full  time  of  seren  years,  his  master  gSTe  him  a 
sum  of  money  not  to  set  up.  Upon  this,  Tom  went  into  NortfaamptoiiBliiro 
again,  and  after  he  had  spent  his  money,  he  returned  again  to  LondoD,  set  vp  the 
SHia^  coal  trade  (notwithstanding  his  master  was  still  lining)  and  withaJ],  he  took 
a  stable,  and  turned  it  into  a  house,  which  stood  the  next  door  to  the  litUa  gabs 
of  St.  John's  of  Jenisalem,  next  Clericenwell  Oreen.  Some  time  after  he  bed 
settled  here,  he  became  acquainted  with  Dr.  Garenders,  his  near  netghbour,  fay 
which  means  he  became  an  excellent  chymist,  and  perhi^M,  he  perfocmed 
things  in  that  profession,  as  had  never  been  done  before,  with  Hfetle  eost 
charge,  by  the  help  of  a  moving  elaboratory,  that*  was  oontrived  end  faoflt  hj 
himself,  which  was  much  admired  by  all  of  that  faculty  that  happened  to  sss 
it ;  insomuch  that  a  certain  gentleman  in  Wales  was  so  much  taken  witii  it  Iks* 
he  was  at  the  expense  of  carrying  him  down  into  that  country,  on  pcurposs  te 
build  him  such  another,  which  Tom  performed  to  the  gentleman's 
satisfaction,  and  for  the  same  he  received  of  him  a  very  handsome  end 
gratuity.  -Besides  his  great  skill  in  chymistry,  he  was  as  famous  for  his  know- 
ledge in  the  Theory  of  Music ;  in  the  practical  part  of  which  VBodikf  he  «es 
likewise  very  considerable.  He  was  so  much  addicted  to  it  that  he  pcicked  wUk 
his  own  hand  (very  neatly  and  accurately),  and  left  behind  him,  a  Taloahle  eol- 
lection  of  music,  mostly  pricked  by  himself,  which  was  sold  upon  his  dnsth  for 
near  a  himdred  pounds.  Not  to  mention  the  excellent  ooQeotion  of 
BOOKS,  that  he  also  left  behind  him,  both  of  chemistry  and  music 
these  books  that  he  left  behind  him,  he  had,  some  years  before  his  death,  sold  hj 
auction  a  nohle  coUection  of  booh,  most  of  them  in  the  Hosacnteian  Faemlbf  {ol 
which  he  was  a  great  admirer) :  whereof  there  is  a  printed  catalogue  extant  (as 
there  is  of  those  that  were  sold  after  his  death),  which  I  have  often  looked  ovsr 
with  no  small  surprize  and  wonder,  and  particularly  for  the  greet  number  of 
MSS.  in  the  before  mentioned  faculties  that  are  specified  in  it.  He  had,  moie- 
over,  a  considerable  collection  of  muaioal  instruments,  which  were  sold  for  foov 
score  pounds  upon  his  death,  which  happened  in  September  1714,  being  upwards 
of  threescore  years  of  age ;  and  (he)  lyes  buried  in  the  church-yard  of 
well,  without  monument  or  inscription :  being  attended  to  his  grsTe,  in  a 
solemn  and  decent  manner,  by  a  great  concourse  of  people,  espeoiaUy  of  soeh  as 
frequented  the  Musical  club,  that  was  kept  up  for  many  years  at  his  own  <iisigss 
(he  being  a  man  of  a  very  g^enerous  and  liberal  spirit)  at  his  own  little  oeU.  He 
appears  by  the  print  of  him  (done  since  his  death)  to  have  been  a  man  of  sn 
ingenuous  countenance  and  of  a  sprightly  temper.  It  also  represents  him  as  a 
comely  person,  as  indeed  he  was ;  and  withal,  there  is  a  modesty  expresMd  in  it 
every  way  agreeable  to  him.  Under  it  are  these  verses,  which  may  serve  inntced 
of  an  epitaph : 


THE  DRAWING  ROOM.  333 

greaterpartof  them,  yetletoar admiration  be  "  be  screwed 
to  its  sticking  place,"  when  we  thiak  upon  the  wonderous 


Tbo'  meu  tby  ruk,  r«t  In  thr  hnnible  oat] 
Did  fentle  pauw  and  tit*  uupurchu'd  dwdL ; 
Vsll  pluu'd  AjioIId  Uiltbai  led  bia  trilo, 
Add  miulD  araiblsd  In  h«r  iwgetwt  itnlo. 
Gjllenlna,  »,  u  bbln  tall,  ipd  Java, 
Gums  wUllnggaaiti  to  pooi  PuiL£Hor*b  groro. 
Jjtt  nHlau  pdmp  b«bold,  iDd  bliub  to  Bud 

In  abort,  ha  wu  an  eitraordiusiy  and  vorj'  Tuluable  duq,  muah  admired  by  the 
gentry;  even  those  of  the  best  quality,  and  by  bU  otben  of  tba  loore  inferior 
null,  that  had  any  maimaT  of  regard  for  probity,  sagacity,  diligenca,  and  humi- 
lity. I  tay  hnmility,  because,  ;though  lie  was  so  much  famed  for  bin  IcuantadSBi 
■od  might,  therefore,  ,haTe  lired  very  reputably  without  bia  trade,  yet  ba  con. 
tinuod  it  to  his  donth,  not  thiokiog  it  to  be  ,at  all  beneath  him.  VLi.  BAarORD 
Knd  he  used  frequeutl)'  to  convorso  together,  Kud  when  they  met  (A<y  jcUom 
portal  ncry  Kwa.  Tbeir  coQTetsatioD  waa  very  often  about  OLD  KBS.  aud  the 
havock  oiade  of  tbem.  They  both  agreed  to  retrieve  vhat  fragments  of  anti- 
quity they  oould,  and,  upon  thi.t  oocaslon,  they  irould  frequently  divert  them- 
■elTes  in  talking  of  old  chronicles,  which  botb  lovod  to  read,  tbough,  among 
our  more  lato  CbroDiclea  printed  in  English,  Tsaiulcson's  was  what  they  chiefly 
pratemd  for  a  ganeml  Icnowledgq  of  things  ;  a  book  tthioh  waa  mucb  esteemed 
also  by  those  two  eminent  Cbmnologars,  Bishop  Lloyd  and  Mr.  Dodwell.  By 
U>e  way,  I  caauot  but  observe  tbat  Isaackson'a  Chronicle  is  really,  for  the  moat 
p&rt,  Biabop  Andrews's  ;  IsaaclcBoa  being  amanueaus  to  the  blabop."  BmuKgi 
Outrlular.  EceUt.  WigonUi.,  vol.  U.,  686-9,  Edit.  Heame.  See  also,  Robtrt  of 
Olocaler'i  CkrotticU,  vol.  i.,  p.  Lisn.  We  will  olose  our  account  of  this  perfsotly 
tiHujKt  bibliomaniac  by  lubjoiniDg  tbe  title  of  the  CalaUigiu  of  kii  Btiaki ;  for 
Mhich  I  am  iudebted  to  the  ever-aative  and  friendly  aaaistaDoa  of  Hr.  Hsber.  The 
*Dlume  U  so  rare  tbat  tbe  late  Mr.  Beed  told  Mr.  H.  be  had  never  seen  another 
copy:  but  another  has  recently  been  sold,  and  is  now  in  the  curious  collection 
of  Mr.  R.  Baker.  "Tba  library  of  Mr.  Taoiua  Brtttow,  Small-coal  man, 
Deoeu'd  :  who,  at  his  own  charge,  kept  up  a  Coniort  of  Muslak  above  40  yeara, 
in  his  little  Cottage.  Being  a  ourioua  CoUeotion  of  every  Anoimt  and  Uncommon 
book  In  Divinity,  History,  Physiak,  Chemistry,  Uagiek,  Ac  Also  a  CoUoclion 
of  MSS.  chioSy  on  vellum.  Which  vtil  U  told  6y  auction  at  PoWi  Coj)h  Houk, 
At.,  tht  SUA  (lay  o/  January,  ITIf-lG,  at  Fine  is  lie  Buening.  By  Thomas 
BaUard,  &q.,  8vo.,  p.  30.  Containing  102  articles  in  folio— '271  in  4to.— 604  iu 
octavo— 50  pamphlets— and  23  MBS."  A  fow  of  the  works,  in  octavo,  vara 
sufficiently  amatory.  The  third  and  last  character  above  mentioned,  as  making 
this  illmtrioua  bibhomaoiacnl  triumvirate  complete,  is  Thomas  Hsakitb.  Tbat 
Pope,  in  the  verses  which  Lysander  boa  quoted,  meant  tbis  distinguished  anti- 
quary aeema  bardly  to  be  questioned ;  and  one  wonders  at  tbe  Jesuitical  nets 
if  Worbnrton,  in  striving  to  blow  the  fumes  of  the  poet's  satire  into  a  different 
They  must  settle  upon  poor  HoBms's  head  :  for  Wami.et'b  anttqua- 
n  talents  were  equally  bej'ond  tbo  touch  uf  oaUro  and  tbe  onttcism  of  the 
iriat.       Wattoii    bu,  iccoi-dingly,  admitted    that   HSAJiiiB  was    ropresented 
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genius  of  the  aforesaid   Thomas  Britton  ;  who,  in  the 
midst  of  his  coal  cellars,  could  practise    upon  **  fiddle 


under  the  character  of  WoRMins  ;  and  he  defends  the  ohanoter  of  Hewne  nrf 

justly  against  the  censures  of  Pope.    His  eulogy  will  be  prsBently  sabmifcted  to 

the  reader.    Gibbon,  in  his  JPatihunums  Worlt,  vol.  iL,  711,  has  aimed  a  dsadly 

blow  at  the  literary  reputation  of  Heame ;  and  an  admirer  of  this  critio  and 

historian,  as  well  as  an  excellent  judge  of  antiquarian  pursuits,  has  foUowsd  up 

Gibbon's   mode   of  attack  in  a  yet  more  meroileaB  manner.    He  o^b  him 

"Thomas  Heame,  of  black-letter  memory,  atrioM  notandm^' — "a  wsaker 

(says  he)  never  existed,  as  his  prefaces,  so  called,  lamentably  show."    Ha 

tinues  in  this  hard-hearted  strain :  but  I  have  too  much  humanity  to  viaks 

ftirther  extracts.    He  admits,  however,  the  utility  of  most  of  Heame's  poblifla- 

tions— "of  which  he  was  forced  to  publish  a  few  copies,   at  an  extrsfsgHit 

subscription."    The  remarks  of  this  (anonymous)  writer,  upon  the  nej^eot  d  thi 

cultivation  of  English  Hibtobt,  and  upon  the  want  of  valuable  editions  of  on 

OLD  HiBTOBLAJTS,  are  but  too  just,  and  cannot  be  too  attentively  pemasd.    8m 

OtiUteman's  MaffoziTie,  vol.  58,  pt.    1,    196-3    (A.    D.   1788).      Thos  far  fa 

deterioration  of  poor  Heame's  literary  fame.    Let  us  now  listen  to  wiifesn  of  a 

more  courteous  strain  of  observation.    Prefixed  to  Tanner^s  BtkUotkBca  Britm^ 

nico-JIibemica,  there  is  a  preface,  of  which  Dr.  Wilkins  is  the  rq;Mited 

The  whole  of  Heame's  publications  are  herein  somewhat  minutely 

and  their  merits  and  demerits  sh'ghtly  discussed.    It  is  difficult  to  eoBeok  the 

critic's  summary  opinion  upon  Heame's  editorial  labours ;  but  be  condndes  tins: 

"  Quia  autem  leporis  est  mortuis  insultare  leonibus,  oineres  eelebenrimi  hqjai 

et  olim  mihi  amicissimi  viri  turbare,  neutiquam  in  animum  induoen  poBnB^* 

p.  xlvii.    Mr.  Gough,  in  his  Britith  Topography,  voL  iL,  p.  679,  calls  Hsans  n 

"  acute  observer ;"  but,  unluckily,  the  subject  to  which  the  reader's  attsntfcw  k 

here  directed  discovers  our  antiquary  to  have  been  in  error.    J.  Warton,  in  tit 

passage  before  alluded  to,  observes  :  "  In  consideration  of  tlfe  many  veiy  aeeanii 

and  very  elegant  editions  which  Heame  published  of  our  valuable  old  chicaiirku 

which  shed  such  a  light  on  English  history,  he  (Heame)  ought  not  to  have  baa 

so  severely  lashed  as  in  these  bitter  lines,"  (quoted  in  the  text^  p.  S87>  int^ 

Popts   WorJks,  edit.  Bowles :   voL  v.,  282.     Let  the  reader  consult  alsD  Dr. 

Pegge's  Anonymiana,  in  the  passsges  referred  to,  in  the  truly  vahiahle  iadiK 

attached  to  it,  concerning  Heame.    Thus  much,  I  submit,  may  be  lairiy  mSd  d 

our  antiquary's  labours.    That  the  greater  part  of  them  are  truly  nsefoly  sal 

absolutely  necessary  for  a  philological  library,  must  on  all  sides  be  admittwi   I 

will  mention  only  the  Chronicles  of  Langtqfi  tmd  JRobert  qf  OUmeedtr ;  Aiam  4t 

Domerham,  derdfos  OlaMonientihua ;  Gulidmut  Neubtigoiiiaz  FanUaU  SetHtkn 

nicon. ;  and  all  his  volumes  appertaining  to  JtegcU  Biography :— these  9X%  said|f, 

publications  of  no  mean  importance.    Heame's  prefiioes  and  appendiMs  an 

gossiping  enough ;  sometimes,  however,  they  repay  the  laboor  of  peraari  by 

curious  and  unlooked-for  intelligecce.    Yet  it  must  be  allowed  that  no  litoniy 

cook  over  enriched  his  dishes  with  such  little  piquant  sanoa^  as  did  Haana:  I 

speak  only  of  their  intrimie  value,  for  they  had  a  very  raqieetable  egUilBr— 

what  Winstanley  says  of  Ogilvey's  publications  being,  appUeabU  enooi^  li 

lloarao's ;— they  were  printed  on  "special  good  p^per,  and  in  a  very  fasd 

letter."    We  will  now  say  a  few  words  relative  to  Heame's  habits  of  sbK|y  anA 
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and  flute/'  or  collate  his  curious  volumes ;  and  throw- 
ing away,  with  the  agility  of  a  harlequin,  his  sombre 
suit  of  business-cloths,  could  put  on  his  velvet  coat 
and  bag-wig,  and  receive  his  concert  visitors,  at  the 
stair-head,  with  the  politeness  of  a  Lord  of  the  Bed- 
chamber! 


liviDC^taken  from  his  own  testiiiiony.  In  the  prefaoe  preftzed  to  Bapa't  JAft 
of  Sir  Thomas  More,  p.  ziz.  (edit.  1716),  he  describes  himself  "  as  leading  the 
life  of  an  ascetic."  In  the  preface  to  the  AnauU*  qf  ZhuulaUe  Priory,  his 
bibliographical  diligence  is  eyinced  by  his  saying  he  had  "tamed  over  every 
vdnme  in  the  Bodleian  Library."  In  one  of  his  prefaces  (to  ivhich  I  am  not 
able  jnst  now  to  refer)  he  declares  that  he  was  born— like  our  British  tars— 
"for  action  :"  and  indeed  his  activity  was  snfficiently  demonstrated ;  for  some- 
times he  would  set  about  transcribing  for  the  press  papers  which  had  Just  been 
put  into  his  hands.  Thus,  in  the  AniiquUie$  qf  OUuUmbuiry,  p.  826,  he  writes, 
"  the  two  following  old  evidences  were  lent  me  to-day  by  my  friend  the  Hon. 
Benedict  Leonard  Oalvert,  Esq."  His  excessive  regard  to  fidelity  of  transcription 
is,  among  many  other  evidences  that  may  be  brought  forward,  attested  in  the 
following  passage :  "  Have  taken  particular  care  (saith  Mr.  Harcourt,  in  his 
letter  to  me  from  Aukenvyke,  Sep.  25, 1734)  in  the  copying ;  well  knowing  your 
exactness."  Bexudid  Alibai,  vol  ii.,  870.  But  this  servility  of  transcription 
was  frequently  the  cause  of  multiplying,  by  propagating,  errors.  If  Heame  had 
seen  the  word  "faith"  thus  disjointed— "fay  the"— he  would  have  adhered  to 
this  error,  for  "faythe."  As  indeed  he  has  committed  a  similar  one,  in  the 
BaUie  qf  Agincourt,  in  the  appendix  to  Thomas  de  Rlmham :  for  he  writes 
"breth  reneverichone"— instead  of  "brethren  everichone"-— as  Mr.  Evans  has 
properly  printed  it,  in  his  recent  edition  of  his  father's  CoUeciion  of  Old  Balladi, 
voL  ii.,  S34.  But  this  may  be  thought  trifling.  It  is  certainly  not  here  meant 
to  justify  capriciousness  of  copying  ;  but  surely  an  obvious  oomiption  of  reading 
may  be  restored  to  its  genuine  state :  unless,  indeed,  we  are  resolved  to  consider 
antiquity  and  perfection  as  synonymous  terms.  Bat  there  are  some  traits  in 
Heame's  character  which  must  make  us  foigive  and  foiget  this  blind  adherence 
to  the  errors  of  antiquity.  He  was  so  warm  a  lover  of  every  thing  in  the  shape 
of  a  BOOK  that,  in  the  preface  to  A  lured  of  Beverley,  pp.  v.  vL,  he  says  that  he 
jumped  almost  out  of  his  skin  for  joy,  on  reading  a  certain  MS.  which  Thomas 
Bawlinson  sent  to  him  ("vix  credi  potest  qua  voluptate,  qua  animi  alaoritate, 
perlegerim,"  &g.  ).  Similar  feelings  possessed  him  on  a  like  occasion :  "  When 
the  pious  author  (of  the  Antiquities  qf  GUutonbury)  first  put  it  (the  MS.)  into  my 
hands,  I  read  it  over  with  as  much  delight  as  I  have  done  anything  whatsoever 
upon  the  subject  of  antiquity,  and  I  was  earnest  with  him  to  print  it»"  p.  Ixxviii. 
Heame's  horror  of  book-devastations  is  expressed  upon  a  variety  of  occasions : 
and  what  will  reconcile  him  to  a  great  portion  of  fnodem  readers— and  especially 
of  those  who  condescend  to  read  this  account  of  him — ^his  attachment  to  the 
blaeh-Utier  was  marvelously  enthusiastic  f  Witness  his  pathetic  appeal  to  the 
English  nation,  in  the  26th  section  of  his  preface  to  Robert  qf  Gloucester's 
CAronicle,  where  he  almost  predicts  the  extinction  of  "  right  good"  literature. 


jr. 
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LoBBN.     In  fnith,  a  marvoUous  hero  wax  Ihlsl 
Coal  Man  I  Have  you  many  such  characters  lo  not 

LvSAND.      Not     many    of   exactly    tho   same 
Indeed,  I  suspect  that  Ileame,  from  his  love  urn 
fying    tiie    simple    into    the    marvellous,    has    a 

DU  the  dkappeorance  of  tha  blaei-lMa  I    And  hsie  lot  ub   draw   tomuidi  fl 
close  of  the«e  HiabheiRa,  b;  contomplatiog  >  wood-cnt  pnrtiut  of  tbii 
triinu  Biblioniftiii&a  ;  concortiiDg  urho»  life  uid  worite  the  mder  ibcmM  y 
the  well-known   volumea   published   at   Oifonl  io   1772,  8to.  :  »>»»'^>"i'^ 
biograjihica]  memoira  oi  Lclond,  Bolo,  Heame,  and  Wood. 


DeuL  xxxii  :  7.     Rtnrmlirr  lif  rfclyl  of  old. 
The  Ubmr;  of  Heanie  wu  xilil  in  Fabnisiy,  ITSS,  by  OiborM  lb*  h 
raller;  "  the  lonoat  piics  beiof;:  marked  ia  each  book."    Th*  tiUB-jxip  i>  ~ 
n>  of  wh&t  all  bibliamuiMcs  wiU  be  dispoud  to  kdmit  tbe  tjnth,  thmt  ih*  a> 
tion  ODiitunwI  "aiery  great  variety  of  UDOommoD  book^  and  (CBRH  star 
met  withal,"  fto.    There  ie,  at  bottom,  a  aaaU  wi^itcbed   poHnlt  of  fl 
with  thia  vol!  kDOwn  couplet  rubjoined  : 


Let  tbe   modem  coUocior  at  Chronioleti  ciim  bin  efe  towardit  lb*   IStt  fi 
of  Uiii  catalogue-  no*.  38*,  3B0— and  Geo  what  "complaal  and  T«fy  f 
of  theM  tnawuret  wopo  inoorporaliHl  In  Henrnc's  eiteiisive  librnfy  I 
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caricatured  the  picture.  But  Murray  seems  to  have 
been  a  quiet  unaffected  character;  passionately  addicted 
to  old  books  of  whatever  kind  they  chanced  to  be ;  and, 
in  particular,  most  enthusiastically  devoted  to  a  certain 
old  English  Chronicle,  entitled  RastelTs  Pastime  of 
(the)  People. 

Phil.  I  observed  a  notification  ot  the  re-appearance 
of  this  Chronicle  in  some  of  the  Magazines  or  Reviews  : 
but  I  hope,  for  the  benefit  of  general  readers,  the 
orthography  will  be  modernized. 

LoREN.  I  hope,  for  the  sake  of  consistency  with 
former  similar  publications,*  the  ancient  garb  will  not 
be  thrown  aside.  It  would  be  like — what  Dr.  Johnson 
accuses  Pope  of  having  committed — "clothing  Homer 
with  Ovidian  graces." 

Lysand.  Much  may  be  said  on  both  sides  of 
the  question.  But  why  are  we  about  to  make 
learned  dissertations  upon  the  old  English  Chro- 
nicles ? 

Lis.  Proceed,  and  leave  the  old  chroniclers  to  settle 
the  matter  themselves.  Who  is  the  next  bibliomaniac 
deserving  of  particular  commendation  ? 

Lysand.  As  we  have  sometimes  classed  our  biblio- 
maniacs in  tribes,  let  me  now  make  you  acquainted 
with  another  Trio,  of  like  renown  in  the  book-way : 
I  mean  Anstis,  Lewis,  and  Ames.  Of  these  in  their 
turn. 

Anstis t    stands   deservedly  the  first  in  the  list;  for 

*  The  Ancient  Choniclbs  of  tho  history  of  our  country  are  in  a  progressive 
state  of  being  creditably  reprinted,  with  a  strict  adherence  to  the  old  phraseology. 
Of  these  Chronicles,  the  following  have  already  made  their  appearance :  HOLIK- 
SHED,  1807,  4to.,  6  vols. ;  Hall,  1809, 4to. ;  Grafton,  1809,  4to.,  2  vols. ;  Fabian, 
1811,  4to.  This  latter  is  not  a  mere  reprint  of  the  first  edition  of  Fabisn,  but 
has,  at  the  bottom,  the  various  readings  of  the  subsequent  impressions.  The 
index  is  copious  and  valuable.  Indeed,  all  these  re-impressions  have  good 
indexes.  The  public  will  hear,  with  pleasure,  that  Arnold,  Harding,  and 
IfORD  Berners'  translation  of  Froissard,  and  Rabtell,  are  about  to  bring  up 
the  rear  of  these  popular  Chroniclers. 

-t*  The  reader  will  be  pleased  to  consult  the  accoimt  of  Earl  Pembroke,  p.  825, 
ante,  where  he  will  find  a  few  traits  of  the  bibliomaniacal  character  of  Anstis. 
He  is  hero  fnformed,  from  the  same  authority,  that  when  Anstis  **  acquainted 

Z 
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he  was,  in  every  respect,  a  man  of  thorough  benevdent 
character,  as  well  as  a  writer  of  taste  and  research*  I 
do  not  know  of  any  particulars  connected  with  his 
library  that  merit  a  distinct  recital ;  but  he  is  intro- 
duced here  from  his  connection  with  the  two  latter 
oibliographers.      Lewis*  is   known   to   us,    both    as  a 


Baofobd  that  he  would  find  in  Rymer  a  commisBioD  granted  to  OaztoDy  i^ipoiii^ 
ing  him  ambassador  to  the  Duchess  of  Burgundy,  he  (Bagford)  i 
with  joy."  Of  Hbabne  he  thus  speaks :  "  1  am  ashamed  that  Mr.  H< 
made  so  many  mistakes  about  the  translation  of  BaeUm,  prinied  al 
which  book  I  had,  and  gave  it  to  the  Duke  of  Bedford."  But  in 
(to  Lewis)  Anstis  says,  "  I  lent  this  book  to  one  Mr.  Ryder,  wbo 
so^urily^  ^  presentkkg  it,  without  my  knowledge,  to  the  Bake  of  Bodted." 
There  are  some  curious  particulars  in  this  letter  about  the  abbey  of  TartafeoolL 
Anstis's  Order  of  the  Garter  is  a  valuable  book ;  and  will  one  day,  I  {wqgDca- 
ticate,  retrieve  the  indi£feront  credit  it  now  receives  in  the  book-mailDsfe.  Tte 
author  loved  rare  and  curious  volumes  dearly ;  and  was,  moreover,  both  Kbrnl 
and  prompt  in  his  communications.  The  reader  will  diaw  his  own  oondariona 
on  Anstis's  oomparative  merit  with  Lewis  and  Ames,  when  he  reaohee  the  and  «f 
the  second  note  after  the  present  one. 


*  Concerning  the  Rev.  John  Lewis,  I  am  enaUed  to  lay  befoira  the 

some  particulars  now  published  for  the  first  time,  and  of  a  nature  l^  no 

uninteresting  to  the  lovers  of  literary  aneodote.    His  printed  work%  and 

bibliographical  character,  together  with  his  oonduot  towards  Amea,  faafe  baaft 

already  sufficiently  described  to  the  public :  Typoffraphieal  AntiqmUieB,  voL  L,  S04L 

And  first,  the  aforesaid  reader  and  lovers  may  peruse  the  following  ezteaot  Iraai 

an  original  letter  by  Lewis  to  Ames :  **  I  have  no  other  design,  in  being  ao  free  with 

you,  than  to  serve  you,  by  doing  all  I  can  to  promote  your  credit  and  reputation. 

I  take  it)  that  good  sense  and  judgment,  attended  with  oare  and  aoooraey  in 

making  and  sorting  a  collection,  suits  every  one's  palate  :  and  that  they  most  have 

none  at  all  who  ore  delighted  with  trifios  and  play  things  fit  only  for  fools  and 

children  :  such,  for  the  most  part,  as  Thomas  Hkarnb  dished  out  for  hia  clMiey 

among  whom  I  was  so  silly  as  to  rank  myself."    Again,  to  the  same  pemoi^  ha 

thus  makes  mention  of  Lord  Oxford  and  Heame :  '*  I  can  truly  aay  I  never 

took  ill  any  thing  which  you  have  written  to  me :  but  heartUy  wi^  yon  weQ  to 

succeed  in  the  execution  of  your  projects.    I  han't  sense  to  aee^  by  the  dfieth  of 

Lord  Oxford,  how  much  more  you  arc  likely  to  make  your  aoconnt  better.    But 

timo  will  shew.    I  don't  understand  what  you  mean  by  his  having  a  love  to 

surprise  people  with  his  vast  oommunications.    Dr.  R(awlinaon,  qn.  t)  f^»  WB 

he  knew  nobody  who  had  so  free  a  use  of  his  Lordship's  rarities  as  T.  Heenie»  a 

sure  proof  of  the  exactness  and  solidity  of  his  Lordship's  judgment.    But  Haeraa 

answered,  perhaps,  his  Lordship's  design  of  making  the  world  have  a  very  greait 

opinion  of  his  collections,  and  setting  an  inestimable  value  on  them.     J^jA  thh 

Heame  attempted ;  but  his  daubing  is,  I  think,  too  coarse,  and  the  smoke  of  hk 

incense  troublesome  and  suffocating."    But  it  is  to  the  loan  of  a  copy  of  LewM 

folio  edition  of  the  History  of  the  TrandcUioJU  qf  the  Bxbk,  belonging  to  my 

friend  Mr.  O.  V.  Neunburg,  that  I  am  indebted  for  the  following  further  and 


i 
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"  topoj^rapher  and  bibliogfraphical  antiquary.  His  Life 
qf  Caxton  has  been  reprinted  with  additions  and 
I  corrections;  and,  in  particular,  liis  edition  of  Widiffe's 
,  AIbmj  Testament  has  been  recently  put  forth  by  the  Rev. 
I  Mr.  Baber,  in  a  handsome  quarto  volume,  with  valuable 


B  iDteraating-,  partiaDlan.    Tbis  valuablo  copy,  itlnstratod  with  Bamo  nira 

ppnnli^  and  cbAr^od    with    numorouif   M3.  memornDdA,  coDtoinii    Home   origjtiul 

I    tMt«n  to  Lewis  by  the  famoug  Dr.  White   Koanot,    Biahop   of   Peterborough : 

f  rem  wUcb  these  extracts  are  takea.     "  Jon.  23, 1 720-1.     Dear  Sir  ;  1  Uunk  you 

for  your  IdDd  aoccptanoe  of  the  sdTice  to  my  clergy:  well  meant,  I  pray  God 

w«ll  Bppliad.    1  httvo  wisht  long  to  see  your  Life  qf  WUlif,  and  sliall  now  impu- 

tiantly  expect  it.     I  am  not  Rurprised  that  a  man  of  dignity,  neiu-  you,  ahould  be 

u  of  publishing  on  impBiiial  Bccount  of  tliat  good  old  Drangelicol  author, 

1  have  a  mighty  vanorstion  for  Wicliff,  and  am  the  more  angry  with  Mr. 

>n  for  deoeiriug  the  world  Id  big  promise  of  the  Bible,  after  proposals  given 

I  And  monry  token.    But  be  has  in  other  rospeots  Iwhared  so  very  bsaaly  that, 

■  fcrgiTlng  him,  1  hare  done  with  him  for  ever.     1  would  not  have  you  discouraged, 

I  b7  BO  ungrateful  world,  or  by  a  aharp  bookseller.     Go  oa,  and  serve  truth  and 

»  what  yon  can,  and  God  proaper  your  labours."    Signed  "Wb.    Poterbor." 

"Fab.   SO,    1720.1.     You  poroolya  your  awn  uuliapiHDess  iu  not  bobg  able  to 

~  e  press.     I  cannot  but  importune  you  to  roviae  the  whole,  to  throw  tho 

la  and  corrections  into  their  proper  places,  to  desire  all  your  Mends  and 

pondenta  to  suggest  any  amendmeDts,  or  any  new  matter ;  Id  order  to 

Bjpoblish  a  Dew  correct  edition  that  will  be  a  ctaeaio  in  our  history,  iui.~  If  the 

~     '     "  rs  object  against  a  second  edition  till  the  fnlt  disposal  of  the  first,  I  hope 

e  may  buy  them  off  with  subscription  for  a  new  impression ;  wherein  my  name 

Id  stand  for  six  copies,  and  better  example  1  hopo  would  be  given  by  more 

I  pray  God  bless  your  labours  and  reward  them."     Bovoral  letters 

nr,  in  whicb  this  amiable  prelate  and  learned  antiquary  senda  Lewis  a  good 

1  el  valuable  information  for  his  proposed   second   edition  of  tho  life  of 

;  tnit  which  wss  never  put  to  press.    One  more  extraut  only  from  the 

p  of  Peterborough,  and  we  bid  farowelt  to  the   [lev.  John  Lewis :  a  very 

labia  IriblLomaniac.     "  Rev.  Sir  ;  In  reapact  to  yon  and  yoDT  good  serrioos 

and  our  holy  religion,  I    tbiok    fit    to   aoquaint  you  that,  in  the 

VtaUy  /annuif,   published   this  day.  Oct.   28  (1721),  by  Ut.  Mijt,  there  is  a 

indsloui  advartisement  subaoribed  H.  Eorbury,  banning  tbus  :    '  Wherean  a 

1  Vinditation,  of  Jaia   tVaUifc  has  been  published  under  the  name  of 

■^■M  £<h(i  at  31arg«te,  by  the  incitement,  as  the  preface  assarts,  of  the  Archbishop 

1  af  Ckolerbury,  sad  in  the  same  1  am   injorioualy  reflected  upon  as  a  scurrilous 

r,  this  is  to  Inform  the  public  tbat  I  shall  reeene  the  autbor  for  a  more 

IS  whipping  in  my  Icusnre  hours,  and  in  the  meantime  give  him  a  short 

gtioD  for  bia  beneBt,  if  he  bas  grace  and  sense  to  take  it'— and  ending  thus 

_•  Why  does  tbis  author  penuade  tho  world  the  late  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 

d  ItaT*  any  venenttion  for  the  memory  of  one  who  asserts  God  ought  to  obey 

t  d«iril  1  or  that  he  could  bo   deairoua  to   open    the   impure   fouDlalns  from 

a  lb*  Blth  of  Bangorianism  has  boon  cjnveyed  to  u«  ?  M.  EaRBOBT."     t 

■  (pmOMdatho  bisbop)  I  don't  know  that,  in  the  voist  of  c-in'e«,  there  boa 
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emendations.  Lewis  was  a  sharp  censorer  of  Hearae, 
and  was  somewhat  jealous  of  the  typographical  re- 
putation of  Ames.  But  his  integrity  and  moral  charac- 
ter, as  well  as  his  love  of  rare  and  curious  books^  has 
secured  for  him  a  durable  reputation.  Of  Amjbs,  and 
here — though  a  little  out  of  order — I  may  add  Hbrbebt 
— the  public  has  already  heard  probably  ''more  than 
enough."  They  were  both,  undoubtedly,  men  of  extra- 
ordinary mental  vigour  and  bodily  activity  in  the  dar- 
ling pursuit  which  they  cultivated.*  Indeed,  Herbert 
deserves  high  commendation ;  for  while  he  was  rearing, 
with  his  own  hands,  a  lofty  pyramid  of  typographical 
fame,  he  seems  to  have  been  unconscious  of  his  merits ; 
and,  possessing  the  most  natural  and  diffident  character 
imaginable,  he  was  always  conjuring  up  supposed  cases 
of  vanity  and  arrogance,  which  had  no  foundation  what- 
ever but  in  the  reveries  of  a  timid  imagination.  His 
Typographical  Antiquities  are  a  mass  of  useful,  but 
occasionally  uninteresting,  information.  They  are  as  a 
vast  plain,  wherein  the  traveller  sees  nothing,  immedi- 
ately, which  is  beautiful  or  inviting ;  few  roses^  or  cow- 
slips, or  daisies  ;  but  let  him  persevere,  and  walk  only  a 
little  way  onward,  and  he  will  find,  in  many  a  shdtCT^d 
recess,  ^'flowers  of  all  hue,"  and  herbs  of  all  qualities: 
so  that  fragrance  and  salubrity  are  not  wanting  in  this 
said  plain,  which  has  been  thus  depicted  in  a  style  so 
marvellously  metaphorical ! 

By  mentioning  Herbert  in  the  present  place,  I  have  a 
little  inverted  the  order   of  my  narrative.    A  crowd  of 


appeared  a  more  {jumorant,  insolent,  and  abandoned  writer  than  this  Matth. 
bury.  Whether  you  are  to  answer,  or  not  to  answer,  the  F.  acoording  to  Ui 
folly,  I  must  leave  to  your  discretion.  Yet  I  cannot  but  wish  you  would  nvIh 
the  life  of  Wickliffe ;  and,  in  the  preface,  justly  complain  of  the  ipitefal  inio- 
ries  done  to  his  memory,  and,  through  his  sides,  to  our  Reformatioa.  I  hm 
Komcwhat  to  say  to  you  on  that  head,  if  you  think  to  resume  it.  I  am,  in  the 
mean  time,  your  affectionate  friend  and  brother,  Wb.  Pbtebbob.' 


ff 


*  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  add  any  thing  here  to  the  copious  dotaOa : 
ing  these  eminent  bibliomaniacs,  Am£S  and  Uebbert,  which  huTO  alrewlj 
presented  to  the  public  in  the  first  volume  of  the  new  edition  of  the  Tj|Mifi» 
phical  Antiquities  of  our  own  country.  See  also  p.  66,  ante  ;  and  the  Mit 
respecting  the  kite  George  Steevekb,  post 


THE  DRAWING  ROOM.  341 

distingfoished  bibliomaniacs,  in  fancy's  eye,  is  thronging 

around  me,  and  demanding  a  satisfactory  memorial  of 

their  deeds. 
LoRBN.    Be  not  dismayed,  Lysander.    If  any  one,  in 

particular,  looks  ^^  frowningly  "   upon   you,  leave  him  to 
me,  and  he  shall  have  ample  satisfaction. 

Lysand.  I  wish,  indeed,  you  would  rid  mc  of  a  few 
of  these  book-madmen.  For,  look  yonder,  what  a  com- 
manding attitude  Thomas  Baker*  assumes  ! 


*  Thomas  Baker  was  a  learned  antiqnaiy  in  most  things  respecting  Typogra- 
pktf.  and  Bihlioffraphy ;  and  seems  to  have  had  considerable  intlnence  witii  that 
distinguished  corps,  composed  of  Heame,  Bagford,  Middleton^  Anstis,  and  Ames, 
he  His  life  has  been  written  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Masters,  Camb.,  1784,  8to.  ; 
and  from  the  "  Catalogue  of  forty-two  folio  volumes  of  Id^.  collections  by  Mr. 
Baker^'— given  to  the  library  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge— which  the  bio- 
grapher has  printed  at  the  end  of  the  volume — ^there  is  surely  sufficient  evidence 
to  warrant  us  in  concluding  that  the  above-mentioned  Thomas  Baker  was  no 
ordinary  bibliomaniac.  To  Heame  in  particular  (and  indeed  to  almost  every 
respectable  author  who  applied  to  him)  he  was  kind  and  communicative  ;  hence 
he  is  frequently  named  by  the  former  in  terms  of  the  most  respectful  admiration  : 
thus — **  Vir  amieissimus,  educatus  optime,  emendatus  vitft,  doctrinU  plarus,  mori- 
bus  singularis  et  perjucundus,  exemplum  antiquitatis,  cigus  judicio  plurimum  esse 
tribuendum  mecum  fatebuntur  litterati :"  Vita  Mori,  p.  xvin.  In  his  preface 
to  \ho  Aniiqu,UUs  qf  OUulonhury,  p.  oxxx.,  Heame  calls  him  "  that  great  man ;  " 
and  again,  in  his  Walter  Hemingfcrdy  voL  i.,  p.  xvn. — ''amicus  eruditissimus, 
mihi  summe  colendus ;  is  nempe,  qui  ^  scriniis  suis  MSS.  tam  multa  meam  in 
C^tiam  deprompsit."  Indeed,  Heame  had  good  occasion  to  speak  well  of  the 
treasures  of  Baker's  "  tcrinia  ;"  as  the  Appendix  to  his  Thomas  de  JUmham 
alone  testifies.  Of  Bakei^s  abilities  and  private  worth,  we  have  the  testimonies 
of  Middleton  {Origin  qf  Printing,  p.  5)  and  Warburton.  The  latter  thus  men- 
tions him :  **  Good  old  Mr.  Baker,  of  St  John's  College,  has  indeed,  been  very 
obliging.  The  people  of  St.  John's  almoRt  adore  the  man."  Masteris  L\fe  oj 
Baker,  p.  94.  This  authority  also  informs  us  that  "Mr.  Baker  had,  for  many 
years  before  his  death,  been  almost  a  recluse,  and  seldom  went  farther  than  tho 
ooUege  walks,  unless  to  a  coffee-house  in  an  evening,  after  chapel,  where  he  com- 
monly spent  an  hour  with  great  chearfulness,  conversing  with  a  select  number  of 
his  friends  and  acquaintance  upon  literary  subjects,"  p.  108.  Every  thing  the 
most  amiable,  and,  I  had  almost  said,  enviable,  is  here  said  of  the  virtues  of  his 
head  and  heart ;  and  that  this  venerable  bibliomaniac  should  have  reached  bis 
80th  year  is  at  least  a  demonstration  that  tarrying  amongst  folios  and  octavos, 
from  mom  till  night  (which  Baker  used  to  do,  in  St.  John's  Library,  for  nearly 
20  years  together),  does  not  unstring  the  nerves,  or  dry  up  the  juices,  of  the 
human  frame.  Yet  a  little  further  extension  of  this  note,  gentle  reader,  and 
then  we  bid  adieu  to  Thomas  Baker,  of  over  respectable  book-memory.  Among 
the  MSS.,  once  the  property  of  Herbert,  which  1  purchased  at  the  late  sale  ot 
Mr.  Gough's  MSS.,  I  obtained  a  volume  full  of  extracts  from  original  letters  be- 
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LoREN.    Never  fear.     He  is  an  old  acquaintanoe  of 
mine ;  for,  when  resident  at  St.  John's,  Cambridge^  I  was 


tween  Baker  and  Ames  ;  containing  also  the  Will  of  the  former,  wtudi  b  not  in- 
sertod  in  Master's  Life  of  him,  nor  in  the  Bioffraphia  Britanniea,  Hie  ortginil 
documents  are  in  his  Majesty's  library,  and  were  bought  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  ^itelfb 
books,  A.  D.  1786  ;  no.  875.  From  this  will,  as  Herbert  has  copied  it^  the  leete 
is  presented  with  the  following  strong  proofs  of  the  bibliomaniaoal  "  mliDg  pn^ 
sion,  strong  in  death,"  of  our  illustrious  antiquary.  But  let  ns  not  omK  tke 
manly  tone  of  piety  with  which  this  Will  oommenoes.  "  In  the  name  of  God, 
Amen !  I,  Thomas  Baker,  ejected  Follow  of  St.  John's  ooU^ge,  Gambridgi^  do 
make  my  last  will  and  testament,  as  follows :  First,  I  commend  my  sool  into  tke 
hands  of  Almighty  God  (my  most  gracious  and  good  God),  my  faithfol  Gmlor 
and  merciful  Redeemer,  and,  in  all  my  dangers  and  difficultiesi,  a  most  oonrtMil 
protector.  Blessed  for  ever  be  his  holy  name."  "  As  to  the  temporal  goodi 
which  it  hath  pleased  the  same  good  God  to  bestow  upon  me  (such  as  all  bmb 
ought  to  be  content  with)  and  are,  I  bless  God,  neither  poTorty  nor  fichu  I 
dispose  of  them  in  the  following  manner."  Here  follow  a  few  of  hit  book  be* 
quests,  which  may  be  worth  the  attention  of  those  whose  pursmtB  lead  thMi  to 
a  particular  examination  of  these  authors.  "  Whereas  I  have  made  a  dnd  sf 
gift  or  sale  for  one  guinea,  of  21  volumes  in  folio,  of  my  own  hand-wiitiiig',  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Edward  Earl  op  Oxford,  I  confirm  and  ratify  that  gift  by 
this  my  last  wilL  And  I  beg  his  lordship's  acceptance  of  'em,  being  esoAlt 
that  they  are  of  little  use  or  value,  with  two  other  volumes  in  foL,  markt  Vol.  11^ 
20,  since  convey'd  to  him  in  like  manner.  To  my  dear  coain,  <3eoirge 
of  Crook,  Esq.,  I  leave  the  Life  oj  Cardinal  Wohey,  noted  with  my  own 
Lord  ClarendotCt  Hiitory,  with  cuts  and  prints  ;  and  Winwoodta  Memonmhf  fa 
three  volumes,  fol.,  with  a  five  pound  (Jacobus)  piece  of  gold,  only  as  a  nark  id 
respect  and  affection,  since  he  does  not  want  it.  To  my  worthy  kinanum  and  MMI 
Mr.  Geoi^  Smith,  I  leave  Godwin  de  Prauulibus  Anglia,  and  WammudePmm- 
lihut  Hibemia,  both  noted  with  my  own  hand.  To  St.  John's  College  libmy  I 
leave  all  such  books, printed  or  MSS.,as  I  have  and  are  wanting  there:  ffrfupihigtkil 
1  leave  in  trust  to  my  worthy  friend,  Dr.  Middleton,  for  the  Univerritj  libmy* 
Archbishop  Wake's  State  qfthe  Churchy  noted  and  improved  onder  his  own  hand; 
Bp.  Burnett  History  of  ike  JUfonnation,  in  three  volumes,  noted  in  m j  hand ; 
and  Bp.  Kennett't  Register  and  Chronicle  (for  the  memory  of  which  thrae  gKHt 
prelates,  my  honoured  friends,  I  must  alvrays  have  due  regard).  To  thws  fail 
Mr.  Ansty's,  my  worthy  friend,  History  qf  the  Garter,  in  two  vola.,  ioL  Wmft 
A  thence  Oxon. ;  and  MaunselVs  Catalogue  ;  both  notedlwith  my  own 
GuHlon's  and  Patrick's  History  of  The  Church  of  PeUrbwrgk,  noted  (from 
Kennett)  in  my  hand ;  with  fifteen  volumes  (more  or  less)  in  foL,  all  in  mj  en 
hand  ;  and  three  volumes. in  4to.,  part  in  my  own  hand."  Let  na  oondade  In  • 
yet  more  exalted  strain  of  christian  piety  than  we  began.  "  Lastly,  I 
and  appoint  my  dear  nephew,  Bichard  Burton,  Esq.,  my  sole  exeeotor,  to 
I  leave  every  thing  undisposed  of,  which  I  hope  will  be  enongfa  to  n 
trouble.  May  God  Almighty  bless  him,  and  give  him  all  Che  engaging 
of  his  father,  all  the  vertues  of  his  mother,  and  none  of  the  !^or  fuHngs  of  Ml 
uncle,  which  God  knows  are  great  and  many  :— and  humbly,  0  nj  Ood^  I  ■! 
for  mercy  !  In  testimony  of  this  my  will,  I  have  hereunto  set  n^^^*'*^  *^  ^ 
this  15th  day  of  October,  1739.  W.  Ba<B- 
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frequently  in  the  habit  of  conversing  with  his  spirit  in 
the  library^  and  of  getting  carious  information  relating 
to  choice  and  precious  volumes,  which  had  escaped  the 
sagacity  of  his  predecessors,  and  of  which  I  fear  his 
successors  have  not  made  the  most  proper  use. 

Phil.  This  is  drawing  too  severe  a  conclusion.  But 
Baker  merits  the  thanks  of  a  book-loving  posterity. 

Lysand.  He  is  satisfied  with  this  mention  of  his 
labours ;  for  see,  he  retreats — ^and  Theobald*  and  Tom 
Rawlinson  rush  forward  to  claim  a  more  marked  atten- 
tion :  although  I  am  not  much  disposed  to  draw  a  highly 
finished  picture  of  the  editor  of  Shakespeare. 

Lis.  Is  Thomas  RAWLiNSONf  so  particularly  deserving 
of  commendation,  as  a  bibliomaniac  ? 


And  now,  0  my  Qod,  into  thy  hands  I  contentedly  resign  myself  :  whether  it 
be  to  life  or  death,  thy  will  be  done !  Long  life  I  have  not  desired  (and  yet  thou 
bast  given  it  me).  Give  me,  if  it  be  thy  good  pleasure,  an  easy  and  happy  death. 
Or  if  it  shall  please  thee  to  visit  me  sorely,  as  my  sins  have  deserved,  give  me 
patience  to  bear  thy  oorreotion,  and  let  me  alwajrs  say  (even  with  my  dying 
breath)  Thy  will  be  done.  Amen,  Amen."  Subjoined  was  this  curious  memoran- 
dum :  "  At  the  making  of  this  will,  I  have,  in  the  comer  of  my  outer  study,  next 
my  chamber,  170  guineas ;  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  study  towards  the  river, 
100  guineas,  more  or  less,  in  several  canvass  bags,  behind  the  shelves,  being  more 
secret  and  Uddei^  to  prevent  purloyning.  One  or  more  of  the  shelves  markt  O. 
among  the  latter  is  a  five  pound  (Jacobus)  piece  of  gold." 

*  Notwithstanding  Pope  has  called  Thbobald  by  an  epithet  which  I  have  too 
much  respect  for  the  ears  of  my  readers  to  repeat,  £  do  not  somple  to  rank  the 
latter  in  the  list  of  bibliomaniacs.  We  have  nothing  here  to  do  with  his  edition 
of  Shakspeare  ;  which,  by  the  bye,  was  no  despicable  effort  of  editorial  skill— as 
some  of  his  notes,  yet  preserved  in  the  recent  editions  of  our  bard,  testify— but  we 
may  fairly  allow  Theobald  to  have  been  a  lover  of  Caxtonian  lore,  as  his  curious 
extract  in  MisCt  Journal,  March  16,  1728,  from  our  old  printer's  edition  of 
Viigil's  iBneid,  1490,  sufficiently  testifies.  While  his  gothic  library,  composed 
in  part  of  "  Cazton,  Wynkyn,  and  De  Lyra,"  proves  that  he  had  something  of 
the  genuine  blood  of  bibUomaniaoism  running  in  his  veins.  See  Mr.  Bowles's 
edition  oiPop^s  Warkt,  voL  v.,  114,  267. 

f  Let  us,  first  of  all,  hear  Heame  discourse  rapturously  of  the  bibliomaniaoal 
reputation  of  T.  Rawlinson:  "In  his  fuit  amicus  noster  nuperus  Thomas 
RAWLnraoHUB ;  oujus  peritiam  in  snpellectile  libraria,  animique  magnitudinem, 
nemo  fere  hominum  eruditorum  unquam  attigit,  quod  tamen  vix  agnoscet  seou- 
lnm  ingratum.  Quanquam  non  desunt>  qui  putent,  ipsius  memoriie  statuam 
deberi,  idque  etiam  ad  sumptus  Bibliopolarum,  quorum  facultates  mire  auxerat ; 
quorum  tamen  aliqui  (utounque  de  illis  optime  meritus  fuisset)  quum  librorum 
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Lysand.  If  the  most  unabating  activity  and  an  insati- 
able appetite — if  an  eye,  in  regard  to  books,  keen  and 
sparkling  as  the  ocean-bathed  star — if  a  purse,  heavfly 
laden  and  inexhaustible — if  store-rooms  rivalled  only  by 

Bawlinsoni  anotio  fieret,  pro  virili  (cUndestinb  tamen)  laboirabant^  nt  niDni 
auspioatb  vonderentur.  Quod  videntes  probi  aliquot,  qui  rem  omuem  nomrt, 
clamitabaut,  6  homines  scelesios!  hos  jam  oportet  in  cruciatnm  hino  aMpil 
Qiiod  hiDc  notom,  non  est  cur  yitio  vcrtas.  Nam  nil  pol  falsi  dlzi,  mi  lector.  Quo 
tempore  vixit  Rawlinsonus  (et  quidem  perquam  jucundum  est  oommemoimn)b 
magna  et  laudabilis  erat  samulatio  inter  viros  eruditoe,  alioaque  etmax,  in  Hbrii 
perquirendis  ao  oomparandis,  imo  in  fragmentis  quoque.  Adeo  nt  domioiliay  dU 
yenales  id  genus  res  pretiosiB  prostabant,  hominnm  ocstu  frequenti  semper 
plerentur,  in  magnum  prof ecto  commodum  eomm,  ad  qnos  libri  alieqne  rai 
pertinebant ;  qmppe  quod  emptores  parvo  sere  nunquam,  aut  rarissime,  oonpaa- 
rent."  Walter  Heniinjgford,  prcefat.,  p.  CIV.  In  his  preface  to  Alured  de  Baakf^ 
pp.  y.  yi,  the  copious  stores  of  Rawlinson's  library,  and  the  prompt  kindnesB  of  tko 
possessor  himself,  are  emphatically  mentioned ;  while  in  the  preface  to  TiH 
FonhJulieruis  Vit.  Benrici  V.,  p.  zi,  we  are  told,  of  the  former,  that  it 
"  plurimis  libris  rarissimis  referta  :"  and,  in  truth,  such  a  "  Bibliotheca 
sima"  was  perhaps  never  before  beheld.  Rawlinson  was  introduced  into  the 
Tatler,  undei  the  name  ToH  Folio  His  own  house  not  being  laige  enongl^  be 
hired  London  House,  in  Aldersgate  Street,  for  the  reception  of  his  Ifbniy ;  tad 
there  he  used  to  regale  himself  with  the  sight  and  the  scent  of  innnmenhle  blaBk 
letter  yolumes,  arranged  in  **  sable  garb,"  and  stowed  perhaps  "three  deep," Ihni 
the  bottom  to  the  top  of  his  house.  He  diod  in  1725 ;  and  oatalognea  of  Ui 
books  for  sale  continued,  for  nine  succeeding  years,  to  meet  the  pubUo  ^je.  TiM 
following  is,  perhaps,  as  correct  a  list  of  these  copious  and  heterogenaondy  eon- 
piled  catalogues,  as  can  be  presented  to  the  reader.  I  am  indebted  to  the  librvy 
of  Mr.  Heber  for  such  a  curious  bibliographical  mor^eau.  L  A  CtSkUcgm  t§ 
choice  and  valuahle  Books  in  viost  Faculties  and  Languages ;  being  pari  nf  tf< 
Collection  made  by  Thomas  Rawlinson,  Esq.,  which  will  begin  to  be  sold  by  toe- 
tion  at  Paul's  Coffee  House,  the  West-end  of  St.  Paul's,  4th  Deo.,  1721,  Ugimiiiig 
every  evening  at  5,  by  Thomas  Ballard,    bookseller,  at  the  Rising  Sun,  lifeftie 

Britain.  12mo.  Price  Is.  144  pages. IL  A  Catalogue,  &o.,  being  the  2nd  part  of 

the  Collection  by  T.  Rawlinson,  Esq.,  to  be  sold  by  auction  at  Paul's  Cof»> 
House,  7th  March,  1721-2,  every  evening  at  5,  by  T.  Ballard.  12mo.  Price  li^, 
paged  on  from  the  last,  pp.  145  to  288.  [These  two.  parts  contain  together  14K 

8vo.  lots;  1157  in  4to.,  618  in  folio.] lu.  A  Catalogue,  &c.,  being  the  third 

part  of  the  Collection  by  T.  Rawlinson,  Esq.,  to  be  sold  by  auction  at  FmiI'i 
Coffee  House,  17th  Oct.,  1722,  every  evening  at  5,  by  T.  BaUard.     12ino.  Price 

Is  (no  paging  or  printer's  letter.) iv.  A  Catalogue,  &c.,  being  the  4th  pait  of 

tho  Collection  by  T.  Rawlinson,  Esq.,  to  be  sold  by  auction  at  Paul's  Coffee- 
House,  2nd  April,  1723,  overy  evening  at  5,  by  T.  Bkllard,  12mo.    Prioe  li.  (eo 

paging  or  printer's  letter.) ^v.  &  vi.  ^  CiUalogue,  &o.,  being  tho  5th  part  of  tlw 

Collection  by  T.  Rawlinson,  Esq.,  to  bo  sold  by  auction  at  Paul's  Coffee-HooM^ 
20th  Jan.  1723,  every  evening  at  5,  by  T.  Ballard.  12mo.  Price  la.  •  Altiio'  tMi 
vol.  seems  to  have  been  the  last  of  only  one  sale— yet  it  may  be  coDeeted, 
the  concurrent  testimony  of  his  notes  in  more  copies  than  one— that  it  was 
and  sold  at  two  different  times ;  the  latter  part  commencing  about  the  middle  of 
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the  present  warehouses  of  the  East-India  Company— if  a 
disposition  to  spread  far  and  wide  the  influence  of  the 
BiBUOMANiAy  by  issuing  a  carte  blanche  for  every  des- 
perately ^itten  antiquary  to  enter^  and  partake  of  the 

the  Toliime,  with  the  litbri  TkeologieL  In  folio.— Test  Nov.  1588,  being  the 
fint  artiole.  This  collection  befiian  to  bo  sold  in  Feb.  2.  [1724  ?]— vn.  A 
CaUUoffus,  dx.,  being  the  6th  part  of  the  Collection  made  by  T.  Rawlinson,  Esq., 
Dteetued,  whi<^  will  begin  to  be  sold  by  auction  at  London-House,  in  Aldengate 
Street^  2iid  March,  1726,  every  evening  at  5,  by  Charles  Davis,  bookseller.  12nio. 
Price  2i.  fUL  (no  paging— printer's  mark  at  bottom  irregularly  continaed  from  1 
to  86.)— vm.  Biblioikeca  RawUmoniana,  being  a  Gat.  of  part  the  VaL  Libr. 
of  Tha  BawUnson,  Bsq.,  Deceased :  which  will  begin  to  be  sold  by  auction  at  the 
Bedf6rd  Coffee-House,  in  the  great  Piassa,  Covent  Qarden,  the  26th  of  this  pre- 
sent April  [1727]  every  evening  at  5,  by  Charles  Davis,  bookseller.    8vo.  Price  6d, 

(20  days'  sale— 2600  lots.) ix.  BiUiothtea  RawlmMmiana,  Sc,  Pan  n.  being 

a  Cat.  of  part  of  the  Libr.  of  Th.  Bawlinson,  Esq.,  Deceased,  to  be  sold  by  auction 
at  St.  Ptol's  Coffee  House,  16th  Oct,  1727,  every  evening  [at  6,  by  T.  Ballard* 
Svo.  Price  U.  (20  days'  sale,  8200  lots.)-— x.  Bibliotkeece  BawliTuoniance,  Ac, 
PanaUera,  being  a  Cat  of  part  of  lib.  of  Th.  Bawlinson,  Esq.,  Deceased,  to 
be  sold  by  auction  at  St  Paul's  Coffee-House,  22d  Nov.,  1727,  every  eveuiog  at  6, 

by  Th.  Ballard.  8vo.  Price  U  (22  days'  sale,  8520  articles.) zl  BUblioOwB 

BavdinMimiana,  Pan  aliera,  being  a  Catalogue  of  part  of  the  Library  of  T. 
Bawlinson,  Esq.,  deceased,  to  be  sold  by  auction  at  St  Paul's  Coffee-House,  22d 
Jan.  1727-8,  every  evening,  Saturdays  excepted,  at  6.  8vo.  Price  Is,  (22  days'  sale, 
8620  lots.)— — xn.  BSUiotheea  Rawlifuoniana,  Pan  altera,  being  a  Cat  of  part 
of  the  Library  of  Th.  Bawlinson,  Esq.,  deceased,  to  be  sold  by  auction  at  St 
Paul's  Coffee-House,  18th  March,  1727-8,  everjr  evening  at  5,  by  T.  Ballard.  Price 

Is.  (8vo.  24  days'  sale,  8840  lots.) xm.  Btbliotkecas  EawlinsofUana,  PanaUera, 

being  a  Cat  of  part  of  the  Library  of  Th.  Bawlinson,  Esq.,  deceased,  to  be  sold 
by  auction  at  St  Paul's  Coffee-House,  21st  April,  1729,  every  evenhig  at  6,  by 

T.  Ballard.  Price  Is,  (8vo.  26  days'  sale,  4161  lots.) ^xiv.  BtUiothecoe  Ravflin- 

sotUafUB,  Pan  aUera^  being  a  Cat  of  part  of  the  Library  of  T.  Bawlinson,  Esq., 
deceased,  to  bo  sold  by  auction  at  St  Paul's  Coffee  House,  24  Nov.  1729,  every 

evenii^  at  5,  by  T.  Ballard.  Price  1«.  (8vo.  18  days'  sale,  2700  lots.) ^xv.  BibHo- 

tkteoB  RawlinsotuanoB,  Pars  aUera,  being  a  Cat  of  part  of  the  Libraiy  of  T.  Bawlin- 
son, F.B.S.,  deceased,  to  be  sold  by  auction  13th  Nov.,  1782,  at  St.  Paul's  Coffee. 
House,  every  evening  at  6,  by  Tho.  Ballard.  Price  Is,  (8vo.  26  days'  sale,  8456 
lots.)-- — ^XVI.  Codicum  Manuseriptorum  Btbliotkecas  Jtawlinsoniano!  Catalogus — 
c»im,appendice  Imprtssarum — to  be  sold  4th  March,  1788-4,  at  St.  Paul's  Coffee 
House,  every  night  at  6,  by  T.  Ballard.  Price  Is,  (8vo.,  16  days'  sale,  MSS.  1020 
lots— appendix  800.  To  these  may  be  added,  Pieturas  jRavlinsonianai — ^being  the 
oolleotion  of  original  paintings  of  T.  Bawlinson,  Esq.,  F.  B.  S.,-by  the  best  mas- 
ters— ^part  of  which  were  formerly  the  Earl  of  Craven's  Collectiou.  To  be  sold  by 
auction,  at  the  Two  Golden  Balls,  in  Hart  Street,  Covent  Garden,  4th  April,  1784, 
at  11.  8vo.  (117  lots.)  Now  let  any  man,  in  his  sober  senses,  imagine  what  must 
have  been  the  number  of  volumes  contained  in  the  library  of  the  above-named 
Thomas  Bawlinson  ?  Does  he  imagine  that  the  tomes  in  the  Bodleian,  Vatican, 
and  British  Museum  were,  in  each  single  collection,  more  numerous  than  those  in 
the  Aldersgaie  Street  repository  ? — Or,  at  any  rate,  would  not  a  view  of  this 
Aldersgate  Street  collection  give  him  tho  complotost  idea  of  the  w  phi*  uUm  of 
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benefits  of^  his  library — be  criteria  of  book-phrbnsy — 
why  then  the  resemblance  of  this  saidjTom  Rawlinsoa 
ought  to  form  a  principal  ornament  in  the  capital  of  that 
gigantic  column,  which  sustains  the  temple  of  Book 
Fame  !  He  was  the  Tom  FoUo  of  the  Tatler,  and  may 
be  called  the  Leviathan  of  book-collectors  during  nearly 
the  first  thirty  years  of  the  eighteenth  century. 

Lis.  I  suppose,  then,  that  Bagford,  Murray,  and 
Heame,  were  not  unknown  to  this  towering  biblio- 
maniac? 

Lysand.  On  the  contrary,  I  conclude,  for  certain,  that, 
if  they  did  not  drink  wine,  they  constantly  drank  coffee, 
together :  one  of  the  huge  folio  volumes  of  Bleaa'a  Atlas 
serving  them  for  a  table. 

But  see  yonder  the  rough  rude  features  of  Humphrky 
Wanley*  peering    above  the  crowd !    All   hafl  to  thy 

BOO1C-FHBEN8T  in  a  private  oollector?  Bawlinson  would  hare  oat  a  rvy  ^londid 
figure,  indeed,  with  posterity,  if  some  judidoos  catalogue-maker,  the  Fatanon  of 
former  timee,  had  consolidated  all  these  straggling  BiJUvAkeeal  corps  Snto  ont 
compact  wedge-like  phalanx.  Or,  in  other  words,  if  one  thick  ootavo  yqIum^ 
containing  a  tolerably  well  classed  arrangement  of  his  library^  had  deaoondod  to 
us — oh,  then  we  should  all  have  been  better  able  to  appreciate  the  eatnu^wlinny 
treasures  of  such  a  collection  1  The  genius  of  Pearson  and  Crofts  wpnld  hai» 
done  homage  to  the  towering  spirit  of  Bawlinson. 

*  Lysandet  is  well  warranted  in  borrowing  the  pencQ  of  Jan  StMo,  in  tho 
above  bold  and  striking  portrait  of  Wanlet  :  who  was,  I  believe^  as  honert  a 
man,  and  as  learned  a  librarian,  as  ever  sat  down  to  morning  chocolate  in  vibst 
slippers.  There  is  a  portrait  of  him  in  oil  in  the  British  Moseom,  and  snottsr 
similar  one  in  the  Bodleian  Library — from  which  latter  it  is  evident,  on  tkt 
slightest  observation,  that  tho  inestimable,  I  ought  to  say  immortsl,  Umadm  of 
the  Cow  Pox  system  (my  ever  respected  and  sincere  friend.  Dr.  JBSmiB)  hsd 
not  then  made  known  the  blessings  resulting  from  the  vaccine  operation :  for  poor 
Wonley's  face  is  absolutely  pep]^ered  with  variolous  indentations  !  Ysi  bs  ooooi 
to  have  been  a  hale  and  hearty  man,  in  spite  of  the  meroilesB  inroads  nsds 
upon  his  visage ;  for  his  cheeks  are  full,  his  hair  is  cropt  and*  oorly,  and  Ui 
sliouldcTB  have  a  breadth  which  shew  that  the  unrolling  of  the  HajblkaM  MSBb 
did  not  produce  any  enervating  effluvia  or  mismata.  Oar  poet^  Gsj,  in  Ui 
epistle  to  Pope,  ep.  18,  thus  hits  off  his  countenance : 

O  Wanlbv,  whence  Gom*st  thou  with  shortm'd  hatr. 
And  visags,  ttcm  thy  shelves,  with  dnst  besprent  t 

But  let  us  hear  the  testimony  of  a  friend  and  fellow  bibliomaniao,  called  Thfomm 
Heame.  The  following  desultory  information  is  translated  fhmi  tlie  pnfMO  to 
the  Anjuiles  PrioratSLs  de  Z/ttiwto5^6— wherein,  by  the  bye,  there  is  a  good  dsd  of 
pleasant  information  relating  to  Wanley.    Wo  are  here  told  that  Wanlej  wsi 
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honest  physiognomy — for  thou  wert  a  rare  Book-wight 
in  thy  way !  and  as  long  as  the  fome  of  thy  patron 
Harley  shall  live,  so  long,  honest  Humphrey,  dost  thou 
stand  a  sure  chance  of  living  "  for  aye,"  in  the  memory  of 
all  worthy  bibliomaniacs. 

A  softer  noise  succeeds ;  and  the  group  becomes  calm 
and  attentive,  as  if  some  g^and  personage  were  ad- 
vancing.   S^,  'tis  Harlby,  Earl  op  Oxford  !* 

"  bom  at  Coventry ;  and,  in  his  younger  days,  employed  his  leisure  hours  in  turn- 
ing oyer  ancient  M^.,  and  imitating  the  seveial  bands  in  which  they  were  written* 
Lloyd,  Bishop  of  Litchfield  and  Corentry,  in  one  of  bis  episcopal  visitations, 
was  the  first  who  noticed  and  patronized  him.  He  demanded  that  Wanley  should 
be  brought  to  him;  he  examined  him  "suis  ipsins,  non  alteiius,  ooulis;"  and 
ascertained  whether  what  so  many  respectable  people  had  said  of  his  talents 
was  true  or  false — 'A  few  words  with  you,  young  man,*  said  the  Bishop. 
Wanley  approached  with  timidity— 'What  are  your  pursuits,  and  where  are 
the  ancient  MSS.  which  you  have  in  your  possession?'  Wanley  answered 
readily  ;  exhibited  his  MSS.,  and  entered  into  a  minute  discussion  i^ispecting  the 
azident  method  of  painting."  Heame  then  Expatiates  feelingly  upon  the  excessive 
care  and  attention  which  Wanley  devoted  to  ancient  MSS. ;  how  many  pieoes  of 
veQum  he  unrolled ;  and  how,  sometimes,  in  the  midst  of  very  urgent  business, 
he  would  lose  no  opportunity  of  cultivating  what  was  useful  and  agreeable  in 
his  particular  pursuit.  His  hobby  horse  seems  to  have  been  the  discovery  of  the 
aadent  method  of  colouring  or  painting— yet  towards  Bbitibh  History  and 
Ahtiquitiib  he  constantiy  cast  a  fond  and  liEdthfnl  eye.  How  admirably  weU- 
calculated  he  was  for  filling  the  situation  of  librsrian  to  Lord  Oxford  is  abnn- 
dantiy  evinced  by  his  catalogue  of  the  Harleian  MSS. ;  vide  p.  89,  ante.  Of 
his  attachment  to  the  Bibliomania  there  are  innumerable  proofs.  Take  this, 
iMUr  alia  ;  **  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Wanley,  who  is  not  unmindful  of  his  promise,  but 
says  he  wfll  not  trouble  you  with  a  letter,  till  he  has  something  better  to  present 
you,  which  he  doubts  not  he  shall  have  this  winter  among  Mr,  Haris^t  M&S* 
Mr.  Wanley  has  the  greatest  collection  ef  Englith,  Bibla,  Ptaiien,  dx,,  that  ever 
any  one  man  had.  They  cost  him  above  SOL,  and  he  has  been  above  twenty 
years  in  eoUeoting  them.  He  would  part  with  them,  I  believe,  but  I  know  not 
aJL  what  price.**  Mailen*t  Life  qf  Baker,  p.  27.  Consult  also  the  preface  to  the 
CoiUUcffue  of  the  Hwrkiaai  MSS,,  1808,  8  vols.,  folio,  p.  6. 

*  There  was  an  amusing  Uttie  volume,  printed  in  1782,  8vo.,  concerning  the 
library  of  the  laie  King  of  France ;  and  an  equally  interesting  one  might  have 
been  composed  oonoeming  the  Hablhan  Collbotioii— but  who  can  now  under- 
take  the  task  ^— who  concentrate  all  the  rivulets  which  have  run  from  this  splendid 
reservoir  into  other  similar  pieces  of  water  ?  The  undertaking  is  impracticable. 
We  have  nothing,  therefore,  I  fear,  left  us  but  to  sit  down  and  weep ;  to  hang 
our  harps  upon  the  neighbouring  willows,  and  to  think  upon  the  Book  "SiON," 
with  desponding  sensations  that  its  foundations  have  been  broken  up,  and  its 
wealth  dissipated.  But  let  us  adopt  a  less  flowery  style  of  communication. 
Before  Hablbt  was  created  a  peer,  his  library  was  fixed  at  Wimple,  in  Cam- 
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Lis.    Let  us  rise  to  pay  him  homage ! 

Phil.    Lisardo  is  now  fairly  bewitched.     He  believes 

bridgeshire,  the  nsual  place  of  his  residence ;  "  whence  he  frequently  ndtad  hb 
frienda  at  Cambridge,  and  in  particular  Mr.  Bakbb,  for  whom  he  alwaji  teetiftel 
the  highest  regard.    This  nobleman's  attachment  to  literature,  the  indefatigable 
pains  he  took,  and  the  large  sums  he  expended  in  making  the  abore  ooOaetioa, 
are  too  well  known  to  stand  in  need  of  any  further  notice."    MaMer^$  lift  ^ 
Baker,  p.  107.    The  eulogies  of  Maittaire  and  Heame  confirm  every  thing  hen 
advanced   by  Masters ;  and  the  testimony  of  f^ope  himself,  that  Hariey  "kit 
behind  him  one  of  the  finest  libraries  in  Europe,"  wairants  us,  if  other  Im- 
timonies  were  not  even  yet  daily  before  our  eyes,  to  draw  the  same  oonohiiiM. 
In  a  periodical  publication  entitled  Tht  Director,  to  which   I  ocmtribnted  aD 
the  intelligence  under  the  article  "  Bibuoobafhiama,"  there  appearad  the 
following  copious,  and,  it  is  presumed,  not  uninteresting,  details  respaotiqg  the 
Sari  of  Oxford,  and  his  library.     After  the  sale  of  BCr.  Bridges's  boolu^  as 
event  occurred  in  the  bibliographical  world,   worthy   of  notice,  tOl  the  ale 
of  the  famous  ffarleian  Library,  or  the  books  once  in  the  poe^Miioa  ef  the 
celebrated  Hablet,  Eabl  of  Oxfobd.      This  nobleman  was  net  less  diitta* 
guished  in  the  political  than  in  the  literary   world ;  and  "  was  a 
instance  of  the  fickleness  of  popular  opinion,  and  the  danger  of  being 
from  the  lower  to  the  upper  house  of  parliament."      (Noble's  CemtinrnttM 
qf  (hunger,  voL  ii.,  23.)     He  was  bom  in  the  year  1661,  was  summoned  to 
tiie  house  of  Lords  by  the  titles  of  Earl  of  Oxford  and  Mortimer,  in  1711; 
declared  minister  and  lord  high  treasurer  in  the  same  year ;  rested,  and  wis 
impeached,  in  the  year  1715  ;  acquitted,  without  bein^  brcraglit  to  a  tria^  in 
1717  ;  and  died  at  his  house  in  Albemarle  Street,  in  1724.    A  oharaoter  so  «dl 
known  in   the   annals  of  this  country  needs  no  partioular  Qlnstratioo  in  the 
present  place.     Tke  Harldan  ^Collection  of  MSS.  was  purchased  by  gofenuMrt 
for  10,000^,  and  is  now  deposited  in  the  British  Museum  (vide  p.  89,  anto^ 
The  Booit  were  disposed  of  to  Thomas  Osbobnb,  of  Ora/s  Inn,  hooknibr; 
—  to  the  irreparable  loss,  and,  I  had  almost  said,  the  indelible  d&^graoe^  of  the 
country.    It  is,  indeed,  for  ever  to  be  lamented  that  a  ooUection  so  exteodf% 
so  various,  so  magnificent,  and  intrinsically  valuable,  should  have  beoome  the 
property  of  one  who  necessarily,  from  his  situation  in  life,  became  a  jmirh— , 
only  that  he  might  be  a  vendor,  of  the  volumes.     Osborne  gave  18,000iL  for  the 
collection  ;  a  sum  which  must  excite  the  astonishment  of  the  present  age^  wkai 
it  is  informed  that  Lord  Oxford  gave  18,000/.  for  the  Binding  tmij,  of  the  ImA 
part  of   them.     (From  Oldys's   iTiterUaved   Langbaine,     See  Brydges's  Ghul 
Liitrar.,  vol.  i.,  p.  488.)    In  the  year  1743-4  appeared  an  aoootmt  of  th^  col- 
lection, under  the  following  title,  CateUoffUS  BibtxotheecB  ffarUiaMa,*'  dc,  in  foor 
volumes  (the  5th  not  properly  appertaining  to  it).    Dr.  Johnson  was  eumhiyl 
by  Osborne  to  write  the  preface,  which,  says  Boswell,  "  he  has  done  witk  n 
ability  that  cannot  foil  to  impress  all  his  readers  with  admiration  of  his  pUls- 
logical  attainments."    L^fe  of  Johiuon,  vol.  i.,    81,  edit.  4to.     In  mj  hasaUi 
apprehension,  the  preface  is  unworthy  of  the  doctor :  it  contains  a  few  gwsl 
philological  reflections,  expressed  in  a  style  sufficiently  stately,  but  is  diwotldi 
of  bibliographical  anecdote  and  interesting  intelligence.    The  first  two  vofaBM 
are  writton  in  Latin  by  Johnson  ;   the  third  and  fourth  volumes^  whidi  in  a 


THE  DRAWING  ROOM.  349 

in  the    existence    of   the    group ! — Help,    ho !     Fetters 
and  warder  for — " 


repetition  of  the  two  former,  are  composed  in  English  by  Oldys :  and,  notwith- 
standing its  defects,  it  is  the  best  catalogue  of  a  large  library  of  which  we  can 
boast.    It  should  be  in  every  good  collection.    To  the  yolnmes  was  prefixed  the 
following  advertisement :    "  As  the  curiosity  of  spectators,  before  the  sale,  may 
produce  disorder  in  the  disposition  of  the  books,  it  is  necessary  to  advertise  the 
public  that  there  will  be  no  admission  into  the  library  before  the  day  of  sale, 
which  will  be  <m  Tuesday,  the  14th  of  February,  1744."    It  seems  that  Osborne 
had  charged  the  sum  of  5f.  to  each  of  his  first  two  volumes,  whidi  was  represented 
by  the  booksellers  "  as  an  avaricious  innovation  ;*"  and,  in  a  peapet  published  in 
"  The  Champion,"  they,  or  their  mercenaries,  reasoned  so  justly  as  to  allege  that 
"  if  Osborne  could  afford  a  very  large  price  for  the  library,  he  might  therefore 
afford  to  give  away  the  catalogue."    Preface  to  voL  iii.,  p.  1.    To  this  charge 
Osborne  answered  that  his  catalogue  was  drawn  up  with  great  pains,  and  at  a 
heavy  expense ;  but»  to  obviate  all  objections,  "those,"  says  he,  "  who  have  paid 
five  shillings  a  volume  shall  be  allowed,  at  any  time  within  three  months  after 
the  day  of  sale,  either  to  return  them  in  exchange  for  books,  or  to  send  them 
back,  and  receive  their  money."    This,  it  must  be  confessed,  was  sufficiently 
liberaL    Osborne  was  also  accused  of  rating  kit  hoots  at  too  high  a  price :  to  this 
the  f<^owing  was  his  reply,  or  rather  Dr.  Johnson's ;  for  the  style  of  the  Doctor 
is  sufficiently  manifest :  "  If,  therefore,  I  have  set  a  high  value  upon  books— if 
I  have  vainly  imsgined  literature  to  be  more  fashionable  than  it  really  is,  or 
idly  hoped  to  revive  a  taste  well  nigh  extinguished,  I  know  not  why  I  should  be 
persecuted  with  clamour  and  invective,  since  I  shall  only  suffer  by  my  mistake, 
and  be  obliged  to  keep  those  books  which  I  was  in  hopes  of  selling." — Pr^ace  to 
the  ScL  volume.    The  fact  is  that  Osborne's  charges  were  extremely  moderate ; 
and  the  sale  of  the  books  was  so  very  slow  that  Johnson  assured  Boswell  "  there 
was  not  much  gained  by  the  bargain."    Whoever  inspects  Osborne's  catalogue 
of  1748  (four  years  after  the  Harleian  sale),  will  find  in  it  many  of  the  most 
valuable  of  Lord  Oxford's  books ;  and,  among  them,  a  copy  of  the  Aldine  Plato 
of  1618,  Urwek  off  vpon  tellum,  marked  at  2il,  only :  for  this  identical  copy 
Lord  Oxford  gave  100  guineas,  as  Dr.  Mead  informed  Dr.  Askew;  from  the 
latter  of  whose  collections  it  was  purchased  by  Dr.  Hunter,  and  Is  now  in  the 
Hunter  Museum.    There  will  also  be  found,  in  Osborne's  catalogues  of  1748  and 
1753,  some  of  the  scarcest  books  in  English  Literature,  marked  at  2,  or  8«  or  ie,, 
for  which  three  times  the  number  of  pounde  is  now  given. 

AXALiOB  or  THE  HABLEIAN  LIBIUBT. 

I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  making  an  arrangement  of  the  books  different  from 
that  which  appears  in  the  Harleian  catalogue ;  but  shall  scrupulously  adhere  to 
the  number  of  departments  therein  specified.    And  first  of  those  in 

1.  Divinity, 

In  the  Oi-eeJI:,  Latin,  French,  and  Italian  languages,  there  were  about  2000 
theological  volumes.  Among  these,  the  most  rare  and  curious  were  Bamler's 
bible  of  1466,  beautifully  lUumiDated,  in  2  volumes :  Schceffer's  bible  of  1472. 
The  famous  Zurich  bible  of  1548,  '*  all  of  which,  except  a  small  part  done  by 
'ilieodonis  Bibliandcr,  was  translated  from  the  Hebrew  by  a  Jew,  who  styled 


350  THE  DRAWING  BOOM. 

Lor  EN.     Philemon  loves  to   indulge  his    wit  at    his 
friend's  expense.     Is't  not  so,  Lisardo  ? 


himself  Leo  Jud»,  or  the  Lion  of  Judah.    The  Greek  booke  were  tnmalfttod  hj 
PetniB  ChoUniu.    The  New  Testament  is  Eruuniu'B."    The  Somtiniiim  Scrip- 
toranim  of  Rabbi  Samuel,  Maot,  1476;  a  book  which  is  said  ''to  have  beca 
conoealed  by  the  Jews  nearly  200  years :  the  author  of  it  is  sapposed  to  hsfs 
lived  at  a  period  not  much  later  than  the  destruction  of  Jenisslem.''    The 
Islandic  bible  of  1664,  "  not  to  be  met  with,  without  the  utmost  difBcuHy,  and 
therefore  a  real  ouriosity."    The  works   of  Hemmerlin,  Basil :   1497 ;    "  the 
author  was  ranked  in  the  first  class  of  those  whose  works  were  oondemned  fay 
the  ohuroh  of  Rome  :**    The  Mosarabio  Missal  printed  at  Toledo,  in  IfiOO-of 
which  some  account  is  given  at  p.  161,  ante.    The  collection  of  RngUtk  books 
in  Divinity  could  not  have  amounted  to  less  than  ,2500  volumee.    Among  the 
rarest  of  these,  printed  in  the  fifteenth  oentuiy,  was  *'  The  Festyvall,  begynaing 
at  the  fyrst  Sonday  of  Advent,  in  worship  of  God  and  all  his  Bajntes,"  Ac, 
printed  at  Paris,  in  1495.    There  was  ten  books  printed  by  OaztoOy  and  sobs 
exceedingly  curious  ones  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde  and  Pynson. 

2.  Hittory  and  AntiquiUes, 

There  appear  to  have  been,  on  the  whole,  nearly  4000  volumeB  in  this  dspaii- 
moot :  of  which,  some  of  those  relating  to  Great  Britain  were  inestimable^  fim 
the  quantity  of  MS.  notes  by  Sir  William  Dugdale,  Archbishop  Fteker,  ThoBiai 
Rawlinson,  Thomas  Baker,  &c.  The  preceding  number  includes  600  wiisti^g  to 
the  history  and  antiquities  of  Italy  ;  500  to  those  of  Fiance.  (This  pait  of  the 
catalogue  deserves  particular  attention,  as  it  contains  a  larger  oolleotion  of  plsess 
relating  to  the  history  of  France  than  was,  perhaps,  ever  exposed  to  nle  in  Ihii 
nation ;  here  being  not  only  the  ancient  chronicles  and  general  histoties^  bat  the 
memoirs  of  particular  men,  and  the  genealogies  of  most  of  the  familjes  iDbb- 
trious  for  their  antiquity."  See  BiM,  HarL,  voL  iii.,  p.  150.)  ISO  to  those  of 
Spain ;  and  about  250  relating  to  Germany  and  the  United  ProvinoeB. 

3.  Bools  qfPritUs,  Sculpture,  <ind  DrawUgt, 

In  this  department,  rich  beyond  description,  there  could  not  luKve  been 
than  20,000  articles,  on  the  smallest  computation :  of  which  neariy  2000 
original  drawings  by  the  great  Italian  and  Flemish  masters.    The  weeks  of 
Callot  were  preserved  in  4  large  volumes,  containing  not  fewer  than  mm 
hundred  and  twelve prinU,     "All  choice  impressions,  and  making  the  completest 
set  of  his  works  that  are  to  be  seen."    See  BibL  HarL,  voL  iii,  n*.  M, 
**  Hollar's  works,  consisting  of  all  his  pieces,  and  bound  in  12  foHo  volamai^ 
in  morocco.    One  of  the  completest  and  beet  sets  in  the  world,  both  as  to  the 
number  and  goodness  of  the  impressions."    Vid.  ML,  n^  468.    It  is  now  in  tbe 
library  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland     "  One  hundred  snd  thirty  -  three  beads  of 
illustrious  men  and  women,  after  Vandtks.    This  set  of  Vandyke's  heads 
be  said  to  be  the  best  and  completest  that  is  to  be  met  with  any  where : 
being  the  12  heads  which  he  etched  himself,  as  likewise  79  worked  off  bj 
Vanden  Enden :  and  what  adds  still  to  the  value  of  them  is  that  the 
part  were  collected  by  the  celebrated  BCamette  at  Paris,  hb  name  befa^ 
on  the  back,  as  warranting  them  good  proollB."    Tne  engravings  from  RanuiVili 
paintings,  upwards  of  200  in  number,  and  by  the  best  foreign 
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Lis.    I  forgive  him.    Twas  a  "  glorious  fault."    But, 
indeed,  I  would  strip  to  the  skin,  if  this  said  nobleman 


tained  in  4  splendid  moroooo  vohimes.  The  workB  of  the  Saoilbbs,  contaimcg 
upwardfl  of  959  prints,  in  8  kzge  folio  volumes,  were  also  in  this  magnifioent 
odUection :  and  the  Albcnrt  Daren,  Goltsiuses,  Rembrandts,  &c.,  innumerable  f 

4.  ColUctUm  of  PortraxU. 

This  magnificent  collection,  uniformly  bound  in  102  laige  folio  volumes,  con- 
tained a  series  of  heads  of  illustrious  and  remarkable  characters,  to  the  amount  of 
nearly  10,000  in  number.  *  It  is  said,  in  the  catalogue,  to  be^  *'  perhaps  the  largest 
collection  of  heads  ever  exposed  to  sale."  We  are  also  informed  that  it 
''was  thought  proper,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  curious^  to  separate  the 
volnmes."    Eheu  I  Eheu  t 

5.  PkUowphf,  Ckemidry,  MedieiiUy  die. 

Under  this  head,  comprehending  anatomy,  astronomy,  mathematicsi,  and 
alchemy,  there  appear  to  have  been  not  fewer  than  2600  volumes  in  the 
foreign  languages,  and  about  600  in  the  English :  some  of  them  of  the  most 
curious  kind,  and  of  the  rarest  occurrence. 

0.  Oeoffraphy,  Chtwwlogy,  and  Oeneral  History, 

here  were  about  290  volumes  on  these  subjects,  written  in  the  Latin,  Frendi, 
Italian,  and  Spanish  languages :  and  about  800  volumes  in  our  own  language. 
Some  of  the  scarcest  books  prints  by  Caxton  were  among  the  latter. 

7.  Voyagn  and  ffittories  rtloHng  io  the  Bad  a/nd  WeH  India. 

About  800  volumes :— nearly  equally  divided  into  the  English  and  foreign 
languages.  Among  the  English,  were  Caxton's  "Recuyell  of  the  historys  of 
Troye,"  1471  (supposed  to  be  the  first  book  printed  in  this  country ;)  and  his 
"  Siege  and  conquest  of  Jherusalem,"  1481. 

8.  Civil,  Canon,  and  Statute  Law. 

At  least  800  volumes:  800  in  the  foreign  languages,  and  the  remaining  in 
English. 

9.  Booh  of  Sculpture,  Architecture,  dx. 

Not  fewer  than  900  volumes,  comprehending  every  thing  published  up  to 
tbaX  period  which  was  valuable  or  rare.  Of  these,  more  than  700  were  written 
in  Latin,  Italian,  French,  or  Spanish— and  embelUshed  with  every  beauty  of 
gn^hio  illustration. 

10.  Greek  and  LaJtin  Clauict ;  Orammars  and  Lexicont. 

This  very  valuable  body  of  Grecian  and  Roman  literature  could  not  have 
included  fewer  than  2400  volumes — and,  among  these,  almost  every  work  of 
rarity  and  excellence.  In  the  article  of  "  Cicero"  alone,  there  were  115  volumes 
printed  in  the  fifteenth  century;  every  subsequent  edition  of  that  and  other 
authors,  then  ^distinguished  for  its  accuracy  or  erudition,  may  also,  I  believe, 
be  discovered  in  the  catalogue.  Most  book-ooUectors  know  the  sumptuous 
manner  in  which  the  Harleian  copies  are  bound. 
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longed  for  my  coat,  waistcoat,  small  clothes^  and  shirty 
to  form  him  a  cushion  to  sit  upon !  I  have  heard  such 
wonderful  things  said  of  his  library ! — 

11.  Boohs  prinied  upon  Vellwn, 

In  this  interesting  department  of  typography,  there  were  aboat  220  foluBM 
— upwards  of  70  in  folio,  40  in  quarto,  and  100  in  octavo.  Of  the  former,  tbe 
most  curious  and  rare  articles  were  the  Mentz  bible  of  1462,  2  ▼ols.,  and  tiM 
travels  of  Broydenbachus,  printed  at  Mentz  in  1486.  "This  book  ii  as 
uncommon  object  of  curiosity,  as  it  is,  perhaps,  the  first  book  of  txaveila  thafc  was 
over  printed,  and  is  adorned  with  maps  and  pictures  very  ramaricable.  TiM 
view  of  Vefiiee  is  more  than  five  feet  long,  and  the  map  of  the  Holy  Lamd  man 
than  three ;  there  are  views  of  many  other  cities.  It  is  printed  in  the  GoIUb 
character."  See  Bibl.  Harl.,  vol.  iii.,  no.  3213.  The  octavos  were  chiefly  "H< 
Ik  Tusage,'*  so  common  at  the  beginning  of  the  16th  century  :  bat,  if  the 
logue  be  correctly  published,  there  appears  to  have  been  one  <rf  these  booki 
printed  at  Paris,  as  early  as  the  year  1466,  "extremely  beaatifal 
See  the  BUU,  HarL,  vol.  iv.,  n®.  18406.  Now,  if  this  were  true,  it  would 
known  a  curious  fact  in  Parisian  typography — for  the  usually  received 
among  bibliographers  is  that  no  printed  book  appeared  in  France  before  tht 
year  1467^  when  the  art  was  first  introduced  at  Town;  and  none  at  Pmia 
before  the  year  1469-70 — when  Crantz  and  Fribniger  were  engaged  to  i>M 
there. 

12.  English  Poetry,  Romances,  and  NaseU* 

There  could  not  have  been  fewer  than  900  volumes  in  this  amuring 
ment ;  and  among  them  some  editions  of  the  rarest  ooourrenoe.    Eveiy 
printed  by  Caxton  on  these  subjects,  including  a  complete  and  magnifioanl  < 
of  Morie  d Arthur,  was  in  the  collection — and,  in  respect  to  other  evrioiM' 
it  will  be  sufficient  to  mention  only  the  following,  as  a  specimen.    "] 
Richarde  Cuer  du  Lyon,  W.   de   Worde,   1528:   Gascoigne'a  Poenee,  UTS- 
Spenser's  Shepheardes  Calenders,  1586 :  Webbe's  Discourse  of  English 
1586:   Nash's  Art  of  English   Poesio,    1589."    Some  of  theee  vclninei 
afterwards  marked  by  Osborne,  in  his  catalogues,  at  3  or  4  shillings ! 

13.  Livres  Franfois,  lUU.,  et  Hispan. 

There  might  have  been  700  volumes  in  these  foreign  langaagea^  of 
nearly  500  related  to  2*oetry  (exclusively  of  others  in  the  foregoing  and 
departments). 

« 

14.  ParliatneiUary  Affairs  and  Trials. 
Upwards  of  400  volumes. 

15.  Trade  and  Comtiierce. 
About  800  volumes. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  preceding  divisions,  and  from  the  gradual 
of  the  number  of  vohmies  in  each,  that  I  have  gone  through  the 
departments  of  the  Harleian  collection  of  books :  and  yet  there  remaiD  M 
departments  to  Be  enumerated  I  Those  are  the  following :  16  Critid  if  €f^ 
coiUda,  17.  VuUus  ei  Imagines  JUtut,  Virornm,  18.  Pompce,  Certmmmf  i 
Exequux,    19.  De  re  Militari,  de  Arte  Equestri,  et  de  re  Navali,     2(K 
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Lysand.    And  not  more  wonderfiil  than  its  reputation 
jnstifies.     Well    might  Pope    be  enamoured    of  such   a 


2L  BptMoloe,  Panegyrki,  et  Or<UioneJt,  22.  Bibliothecani  el  MUcellaneu 
23.  Traetatus  Paeia  et  PolUtci,  24.  Traductions  dea  AtUetirt  Or,  et  Latin, 
25w  TransUUioM  from  Chtek  and  LoHn  A^Uhors,  26.  Laws,  Custotns,  dx.,  of  the 
Ciiif  qf  London.  27.  Military,  Naval  affairs,  and  Horsemanship.  28.  Heraldry. 
9.  Hu^Mtndry,  Gardening,  AgricHlture.  30.  Magic,  Soitery,  Witchcraft. 
3L  Miraculous,  Monstrous,  and  SMpernaturaL  32.  Lives  of  Eminent  Persons. 
33.  Laws  and  Customs  of  divers  Places.  34.  Tythes,  Sacrilege,  and  Non^esi' 
denoe,  dx.  85.  Cases  of  divers  Persons.  36.  Prions  and  Prisoners.  37.  Lives 
of  Murderers,  Highwaymen,  Pirates,  dx.  88.  Speeches  qf  Persons  executed  for 
divers  Qffenees,  39.  Justices,  Juries,  and  Charges.  40.  Poor,  and  Charitable 
Uses.  41.  Matrimony,  Divorce,  dx.  42.  Universitiet,  43.  AlUgiance,  Supre- 
wiaey,  Non  Resistance,  &e.  44.  Bank  and  Bankers.  45.  Funds,  Taxes,  Public 
Credit,  Money,  Coin,  dx.  46.  War  and  Standing  Armies.  47.  Admiralty  and 
Navy.  48.  Letters  on  various  Subjects.  49.  Treatises  of  Peace,  Royal 
Prerogative,  dx.  50.  Navigation,  51.  Education,  Orammar  and  Schools, 
62.  Ludicrous,  Entertaining,  Satirical,  and  Witty,  53.  English  Miscellanys. 
54.  Ecclesiastical  and  Civil  History  cf  Scotland,  55.  Do,  of  Ireland.  56.  Oram- 
mars  and  Dictionnaries.  57.  PUeys,  and  relating  to  the  Theatre.  58.  Mathematics. 
59.  Astrology,  Astronomy,  and  Chymistrj/,  60.  Horsemanship.  61.  Cookery. 
62.  Convocation.  63.  Sieges,  Battles,  War,  d:e.  64.  Pomp  and  Ceremony. 
65.  Books  rdating  to  Writing  and  Printing,  66.  Essays  on  various  Subjects. 
It  will  probably  be  no  very  uoreosonable  computation  to  allow  to  each  of  these 
remaining  divisions  80  volumes  :  so  that  multiplying  the  whole  50  divisions  by 
80  there  will  be  the  additional  number  of  4000  volumes  to  make  the  library 
complete.  I  ought  to  mention  that,  in  my  account  of  this  extensive  library,  I 
have  not  incMded  the  Pamphlets,  Of  these  alone,  according  to  Mr.  Oough 
{BrU.  Topog,  v.,  i,  669),  there  were  computed  to  be  400,000 !  We  will  now 
say  a  few  words  about  the  private  character  of  Lord  Oxford,  and  conclude  with  a 
brief  account  of  Osborne.  Every  body  has  heard  of  the  intimacy  which  subsisted 
between  Pops  and  the  Earl  of  Oxford.  In  the  year  1721,  when  the  latter  was  at 
his  country  seat,  Pope  sent  him  a  copy  of  Pameirs  poems  (of  which  he  had  under- 
taken the  publication  on  the  decease  of  Pamell),  with  a  letter  in  poetry  and 
prose.  It  seems  that  Pope  wished  to  prefix  his  own  verses  to  the  collection ; 
and  thus  alludes  to  them,  in  his  letter  to  Lord  Harley  of  the  date  of  1721  : 
''Poor  Pamell,  before  he  died,  left  me  the  charge  of  pul>lishing  those  few 
remains  of  his :  I  have  a  strong  desire  to  make  them,  their  author,  and  their 
publisher,  more  considerable,  by  addressing  and  dedicating  them  all  to  you, 
iKo.  All  I  shall  say  for  it  is  that  'tis  the  only  dedication  I  ever  writ,  and 
shall  be  the  only  one,  whether  you  accept  it  or  not :  for  1  will  not  bow  the  knee 
to  a  leas  man  than  my  Lerd  Oxford,  and  1  expect  to  see  no  greater  in  my  time. 

The  following  is  the  latter  part  of  the  Poetical  Epistle  here  alluded  to : 

And  Bure,  if  aught  below  the  seats  divine 
Can  touch  immortals,  'tis  a  soul  like  thine : 
A  8oal  supreme,  in  each  hard  instance  tried. 
Above  all  pain,  all  passion,  and  all  pride; 
The  rage  of  power,  the  blast  of  public  breath. 
The  lust  of  lucre,  and  the  dread  of  death. 

2   A 
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noble  friend — and  \Yell  might  even  Dr.  Mead  bow  to  the 
superior  splendour   of  such  a  book-competitor !    While 

In  vain  to  deserts  thy  retreat  ia  made ; 
The  moae  attends  thee  to  thy  silent  shade : 
TIs  her' 8  the  brave  man's  latest  steps  to  trace, 
RciJndge  his  acts,  and  dignity  disgrace. 
When  int'rest  calls  off  all  her  sneaking  train, 
And  all  th'  obliged  desert,  and  all  the  vain; 
She  waits,  or  to  the  scaffold,  or  the  cell. 
When  the  last  lingering  Mend  has  bid  farewelL 
Ev'n  now,  she  shades  thy  evening  walk  with  b«ya, 
(No  hireling  she,  no  prostitute  of  praise) 
Ev'n  now,  observant  of  the  parting  ray. 
Eyes  the  calm  snn-set  of  thy  varions  day; 
Thro'  fortune's  cloud  one  truly  great  can  see. 
Nor  fears  to  tell  that  Mortimer  is  be  1 

Pope*t  Works,  vol.  iL,  p.  820—8.    Bowlegs  edit 
The  following  was  the  reply  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford  to  Mr.  Pope. 
Sib, 

I  received  your  packet,  which  could  not  but  give  ma  great  pliiMim 
to  Bee  you  preserve  an  old  friend  in  your  memory ;  for  it  mutt  needs  be  Teiy 
agreeable  to  be  remembered  by  those  we  highly  value.  But  then,  how  mneh 
shame  did  it  cause  me  when  I  read  your  very  tine  verses  indoeed  t  My  mind 
reproached  mo  bow  far  short  I  came  of  what  your  great  friendship  and  tltiKfetft 
pen  would  partially  describe  me.  You  ask  my  consent  to  puUish  it :  to  what 
straits  doth  this  reduce  mo  1  I  look  back,  indeed,  to  those  evenings  I  lutve  ok- 
fully  and  pleasantly  spent  with  Mr.  Pope,  Mr.  Pamell,  Dean  Swift,  the  Doctor 
(Arbuthnot),  &c.  I  should  be  glad  the  world  knew  you  admitted  me  to  yoor 
friendship ;  and  since  your  affection  is  too  hard  for  your  judgment^  I  am  cos- 
tented  to  let  the  world  know  how  well  Mr.  Pope  can  write  upon  a  barren  mb- 
ject.  I  return  you  an  exact  copy  of  the  yerses,  that  I  may  keep  the  original  as 
a  testimony  of  the  only  error  you  have  been  guilty  of.  I  hope,  reiy  ipeedilya  to 
embrace  you  in  London,  and  to  assure  you  of  the  particular  eiteem  and  frimiil 
ship  wherewith  I  am  your,  &c., 

Oxford. 

Of  Tom  Osbobne  I  have  [in  vain  endeavoured  to  collect  some  intereatiiig  hk^ 
graphical  details.  What  I  know  of  him  shall  be  briefly  stated.  He  mm  tbe 
most  celebrated  bookseller  of  his  day ;  and  appears,  from  a  aeries  of  hiM  caC^ 
logues  in  my  pofwession,  to  have  carried  on  a  successftil  trade  firom  the  jmt 
1738  to  1768.  What  fortune  he  amassed,  is  not,  I  believe,  Tory  well  known: 
his  eollections  were  truly  valuable,  for  they  consisted  of  the  purchaaed  libiariM 
of  the  most  eminent  men  of  those  times.  In  his  stature  he  waa  short  and  tf«y* ; 
and,  to  his  inferiors,  generally  spoke  in  an  authoritative  and  insolent  nanaH'. 
"It  has  been  confidently  related,*'  says  Boftwell,  "that  Johnson,  one  day, 
knocked  OBl)omo  down  in  his  shop  with  a  folio,  and  put  his  foot  upon  his  necL 
The  simple  truth  I  had  from  Johnson  himself.  'Sir,  he  was  impertinent  le 
inc,  and  I  beat  him.  But  it  was  not  in  his  shop :  it  waa  in  my  own 
ber.'  **  4to.  edit.,  i.,  81.  Of  Osborne's  philological  attainmenta,  the 
opinion  must  bo  formed,  if  we  judgo  from  his  advertisements,  whi<di 
times  inserted  in  the  London  Gazette,  and  drawn  up  in  the  most  rltilniim^ 
vain  and  ostentatious  style.    He  used  to  tell  the  public  that  he  pniioauaJ  "all 
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the  higher  order  of  bibliomaniacs,  reposing  upon  satin 
sofas,  were  quaffing  burgundy  out  of  Harley's  curiously 
cut  goblets,  and  listening  to  the  captivating  tale  of 
Mead  or  Folkes,  respecting  a  vellum  Editio  Princeps— 
the  lower  order,  with  Bagford  at  their  head,  were  bois- 
terously regaling  themselves  below,  drinking  ale  round 
an  oaken  table,  and  toasting  their  patron,  till  the  eye 
could  no  longer  discover  the  glass,  nor  the  tongue  utter 
his  name.  Aloft,  in  mid  air,  sat  the  soothed  spirits  of 
Smith  and  North ;  pointing,  with  their  thin,  transparent 
fingers,  to  the  apotheosis  of  Caxton  and  Aldus! 
Suddenly,  a  crowd  of  pipy  fragrance  involves  tiie  room : 
these  aerial  forms  cease  to  be  visible;  and  broken 
sounds,  like  the  retiring  tide  beneath  Dover  cliff,  die  away 


the  pompous  editions  of  Classicks  and  Lexicons."  I  insert  the  two  following 
adrertisementBy  prefixed,  the  one  tp  his  catalogue  of  1748,  the  other  to  that  of 
1753,  for  the  amusement  of  my  bibliographical  readers,  and  as  a  model  for 
Messn.  Payne,  White,  Miller,  Evans,  Priestley,  and  Cuthell.  "  This  catalogue 
being  very  lai^,  and  of  consequence  very  expensiye  to  the  proprietor,  he  humbly 
requests  that,  if  it  falls  into  the  hands  of  any  gentleman  grtUis,  who  chooses  not 
himself  to  be  a  purchaser  of  any  of  the  books  contained  in  it,  that  such  gentle- 
man  will  be  pleased  to  recommend  it  to  any  other  whom  he  thinks  may  be  so,  or 
to  return  it"  To  his  catalogue  of  1758  was  the  following :  "To  the  Nobility 
and  Gentry  who  please  to  favour  me  with  their  commands.  It  is  hoped,  as  I 
intend  to  give  no  o£fence  to  any  nobleman  or  gentleman,  that  do  me  the  honour 
of  being  my  customer,  by  putting  a  price  on  my  catalogue,  by  which  means 
they  may  not  receive  it  as  usual— it  is  desired  that  such  nobleman  or  gentleman 
as  have  not  received  it,  would  be  pleased  to  send  for  it ;  and  ifs  likewise  re- 
quested of  such  gentleman  who  do  receive  it,  that,  if  they  cbuse  not  to  purchase 
any  of  the  books  themselves,  they  would  recommend  it  to  any  bookish  gentleman 
iff  their  aeqtunntance,  or  to  return  it,  and  the  favour  shall  be  acknowledged  by, 
thidr  most  obedient  and  obliged, 

T.  OSBORNB.** 

I  shall  oonclude  with  the  following  curious  story  told  of  him,  in  Mr.  Nichols's 
AiiModotei  qfBowyer  the  Printer.  "  Mr.  David  Papillon,  a  gentleman  of  fortune  and 
literary  taste,  as  well  as  a  good  antiquary  (who  died  in  1762)  contracted  with 
Osborne  to  furnish  him  with  an  1002.  worth  of  books,  at  threepence  a  piece.  The 
only  conditions  were,  that  they  should  be  perfect,  and  that  there  should  be  no 
duplicate.  Osborne  was  highly  pleased  with  his  bargain,  and  the  first  great  pur- 
chaae  he  made,  he  sent  Mr.  P.  a  large  quantity  ;  but  in  the  next  purchase,  he 
found  he  could  send  but  few,  and  the  next,  still  fewer.  Not  willing,  however, 
to  ^ve  up,  he  sent  books  worth  ,/Eve  thillingg  a  piece ;  and,  at  last,  was  forced  to 
go  and  beg  to  be  let  off  the  contract.  Eight  thousand  books  would  have  been 
wanted !"— See  p.  101-2,  note  tX* 

2a2 
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into  utter  silence.  Sleep  succeeds :  but  short  is  the 
slumber  of  enthusiastic  bibliomaniacs  !  The  watchman 
rouses  them  from  repose :  and  the  annunciation  of  the 
hour  of  ^^two  o'clock,  and  a  moonlight  morning/'  re- 
minds them  of  their  cotton  night-caps  and  flock  mat- 
trasses.  They  start  up,  and  sally  forwards ;  chaunting, 
midst  the  deserted  streets,  and  with  eyes  turned  sapiendy 
towards  the  moon,  '^  Long  life  to  the  King  of  Book-Col- 
lectors, Harlby,  Earx.  op  Oxford  !" 

LoRBN.    A  truce,  Lysander  !  I  entreat  a  truce  ! 

Lysand.    To  what  ? 

LoRBN.    To  this  discourse.    You  must  be  exhausted. 

Phil.  Indeed  I  agree  with  Lorenzo  :  for  Lysander  has 
surpassed,  in  prolixity,  the  reputation  of  any  cnrator 
within  St.  Stephen's  chapel.  It  only  remains  to  eclipse, 
in  a  similar  manner,  the  speeches  which  were  deli- 
vered at  Hardy's  trial — and  then  he  may  be  called  the 
Nonpareil  of  orators ! 

Lysand.  If  you  banter  me,  I  am  dumb.  Nor  did  I 
know  that  there  was  any  thing  of  eloquence  in  my  chit- 
chat. .  If  Lisardo  had  had  my  experience,  we  mi^t  thm 
have  witnessed  some  glittering  exhibitions  of  imagina- 
tion in  the  book-way ! 

Lis.  My  most  excellent  friend,  I  will  strive  to  obtain 
this  experience,  since  you  are  pleased  to  compliment  me 
upon  what  I  was  not  conscious  of  possessing — But,  in 
truth,  Lysander,  our  obligations  to  you  are  infinite. 

Lysand.  No  more;  unless  you  are  weary  of  this 
discourse — 

Phil.    Lis.    Weary !  ? 

LoRBN.  Let  me  here  exercise  my  undeniable  authority. 
A  sandwich,  like  the  evening  rain  after  a  parching  day, 
will  recruit  Lysander's  exhausted  strength.  What  say 
you  ? 

Lysand.  *'  I  shall  in  all  things  obey  your  hig^  oom- 
maud."  But  hark — I  hear  the  outer  gate  bdl  ring! 
Tlie  ladies  are  arrived :  and  you  know  my  badifid- 
ness  in  female  society.  Adieu,  Bibliomania  !  'till  the 
morrow. 
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LoREN.  Nay,  you  are  drawing  too  dismal  conclu- 
sions. My  sisters  cnre  not  sworn  enemies  to  this  kind 
of  discourse. 


x^oT^ 


The  arrival  of  Almansa  and  Belinda,  the  sisters  of 
Lorenzo  put  a  stop  to  the  conversation.  So  abrupt  a 
silence  disconcerted  the  ladies ;  who,  in  a  sudden,  but,  it 
must  be  confessed,  rather  taunting,  strain — asked  whe- 
ther they  should  order  their  bed-chamber  candlesticks, 
and  retire  to  rest  ? 

Lis.  Not  if  you  are  disposed  to  listen  to  the  most 
engaging  book-anecdote  orator  in  his  majesty's  united 
realms! 

Alman.  Well,  this  may  be  a  sufficient  induce- 
ment for  us  to  remain.  But  why  so  suddenly  silent, 
gentlemen  ? 

LoRBN.  The  conversation  had  ceased  before  you 
arrived.  We  were  thinking  of  a  hung-beef  sandwich 
and  a  glass  of  madeira  to  recruit  Lysander's  ex- 
hausted powers.  He  has  been  discoursing  ever -since 
dinner. 

Bblind.  I  will  be  his  attendant  and  cup-bearer 
too,  if  he  promises  to  resume  his  discourse.  But 
you  have  probably  dispatched  the  most  interesting 
p€ut. 

Lysand.  Not  exactly  so,  I  would  hope,  fair  Lady! 
Your  brother's  hospitsdity  will  add  fresh  energy  to 
my  spirit ;  and,  like  the  renewed  oil  in  an  exhausted 
lamp,  will  cause  the  flame  to  break  forth  with  fresh 
splendour. 

Belind.  Sir,  I  perceive  your  ingenuity,  at  least, 
has  not  forsaken  you — in  whatever  state  your  me- 
mory may  be ! — 


Here    the    sandwiches    made    their    appearance :    and 
Lorenzo  seated  his  guests,  with  his  sisters,  near   him. 
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round  a  small  circular  table.  The  repast  was  quickly 
over  :  and  Philemon,  stirring*  the  sugar  within  a  goblet 
of  hot  madeira  wine  and  water,  promised  them  aD  a 
romantic  book-story,  if  the  ladies  would  only  lend  a 
gracious  ear.  Such  a  request  was,  of  course,  imme- 
diately complied  with. 

Phil.    The  story  is  short — 

Lis.    And  sweet,  I  ween. 

Phil.    That  remains  to  be  proved.    But  listen. 

You  all  know  my  worthy  friend,  Ferdinand  :  a  very 
HeUtu)  lAbrorum.  It  was  on  a  warm  evening  in  summer 
— about  an  hour  after  sunset — that  Ferdinand  made  his 
way  towards  a  small  inn,  or  rather  viUage  alehooae^ 
that  stood  on  a  gentle  eminence,  skirted  by  a  luxuriant 
wood.  He  entered,  oppressed  with  heat  and  fotigiie; 
but  observed,  on  walking  up  to  the  porch  '^^nothered 
with  honey-suckles"  (as  I  think  Cowper  expresses  it), 
that  every  thing  around  bore  the  character  of  neatness 
and  simplicity.  The  holy-oaks  were  tall  and  finely 
variegated  in  blossom:  the  pinks  were  carefiilly  tied 
up :  and  roses  of  all  colours  and  fragrance  stood  around, 
in  a  compacted  form,  like  a  body-guard,  forbidding  the 
rude  foot  of  trespasser  to  intrude.  Within,  Ferdinand 
found  corresponding  simplicity  and  comfort. 

The  ^^gude"  man  of- the  house  was  spending  the 
evening  with  a  neighbour;  but  poached  eggs  and  a 
rasher  of  bacon,  accompanied  vdth  a  flagon  of  qiark- 
ling  ale,  gave  our  guest  no  occasion  to  doubt  the 
hospitality  of  the  house,  on  account  of  the  absence  of 
its  master.  A  little  past  ten,  after  reading  some  dosen 
pages  in  a  volume  of  Sir  Egerton  Brydges's  Caumu 
lAteraria,  which  he  happened  to  carry  about  him, 
and  partaking  pretty  largely  of  the  aforesaid  eggs  and 
Ule,  Ferdinand  caUed  for  his  candle,  and  retired  to 
repose.  His  bed-room  was  small,  but  neat  and  aiiy: 
at  one  end,  and  almost  facing  the  window,  there  was  a 
pretty  large  closet,  with  the  door  open :  but  Ferdinand 
was  too  fatigued  to  indulge  any  curiosity  about  what  k 
might  contain. 
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He  extingaished  his  candle^  and  sank  upon  his 
bed  to  rest.  The  heat  of  the  evening  seemed  to 
increase.  He  became  restless;  and^  throwing  off  his 
qoflt^  and  drawing  his  curtain  aside^  turned  to- 
wards the  window^  to  inhale  the  last  breeze  which 
yet  might  be  wailed  from  the  neighbouring  heath. 
But  no  zephjrr  was  stirring.  On  a  sudden^  a  broad 
white  flash  of  lightning— (nothing  more  than  summer 
heat)  made  our  bibliomaniac  lay  his  head  upon  his 
pillow^  and  turn  his  eyes  in  an  opposite  direction.  The 
lightning  increased — and  one  flashy  more  vivid  than 
the  rest;  illuminated  the  interior  of  the  closet^  and  made 
manifest — an  old  mahogany  Book-Case,  stored  with 
BOOKS.  Up  started  Ferdinand,  and  put  his  phosphoric 
treasures  into  action.  He  lit  his  match,  and  trimmed 
his  candle,  and  rushed  into  the  closet — no  longer 
mindful  of  the  heavens — which  now  were  in  a  blaze 
with  the  summer  heat. 

The  book-case  was  guarded  both  with  glass  and  brass 
wires — and  the  key — no  where  to  be  found!  Hapless 
man ! — for,  to  his  astonishment,  he  saw  Morte  d^ Arthur, 
printed  by  Caxton — Bichard  Coeur  de  Lyon,  by  W.  de 
Worde — The  Widow  Edyth,  by  Pynson— and,  towering 
above  the  rest,  a  large  paper  copy  of  the  original 
edition  of  Princess  Worthies  of  Devon;  while,  lying 
transversely  at  top,  reposed  John  Weever^s  Epigrams, 
*'  The  spirit  of  Captain  Cox  is  here  revived" — exclaimed 
Ferdinand — while,  on  looking  above,  he  saw  a  curious  set 
of  old  plays,  with  Dido,  Queen  of  Carthage,  at  the  head 
of  them  !  What  should  he  do  ?  No  key  :  no  chance  of 
handling  such  precious  tomes — 'till  the  morning  light, 
with  the  landlord,  returned !  He  moved  backwards  and 
forwards  with  a  hurried  step — ^prepared  his  pocket  knife 
to  cut  out  the  panes  of  glass,  and  untwist  the  brazen 
vrires — but  a  ^^  prick  of  conscience"  made  him  desist  from 
carrying  his  wicked  design  into  execution.  Ferdinand 
then  advanced  towards  the  window ;  and  throwing  it 
open,  and  listening  to  the  rich  notes  of  a  concert  of 
nightingales,    forgot    the   cause    of    his    torments — 'till. 
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his  situation  reminding:  him  of  ''  The  Churl  and  the 
Bird,"  he  rushed  with  renewed  madness  into  the  cup- 
board— then  searched  for  the  bell — but,  finding  none, 
he  made  all  sorts  of  strange  noises.  The  landlady  rose, 
and,  conceiving  robbers  to  have  broken  into  the 
strang-er's  room,  came  and  demanded  the  cause  of  the 
disturbance. 

*^  Madam,"  said  Ferdinand,  *'  is  there  no  possibQity 
of  inspecting  the  books  in  the  cupboard — ^where  is  the 
key  ?"  "  Alack,  sir,"  rejoined  the  landlady,  •  "  what 
Ls  there  that  thus  disturbs  you  in  the  sight  of  thoee 
books  ?  Let  me  shut  the  closet-door  and  take  away  the 
key  of  it,  and  you  will  then  sleep  in  peace."  ''  Sleep  in 
peace  !"  resumed  Ferdinand — "  sleep  in  taretchedness,  you 
mean  !  I' can  have  no  peace  unless  you  indulge  me  with 
the  key  of  the  book-case.  To  whom  do  such  gems  be- 
long ?"  "  Sir,  they  are  not  stolen  goods." — "  Madam,  I 
ask  pardon  —  I  did  not  mean  to  question  their  being 
honest  property — but" — "  Sir,  they  are  not  mine  or  my 
husband's."  ''Who,  madam,  who  is  the  lucky  ownerf* 
''An  elderly  gentleman  of  the  name  of— Sir,  I  am  not 
at  liberty  to  mention  his  name — but  they  belong  to  an 
elderly  gentleman."  "Will  he  part  with  them — ^where 
does  he  live?  Can  you  introduce  me  to  him 7" — ^Thc 
good  woman  soon  answered  all  Ferdinand's  rapid 
queries,  but  the  result  was  by  no  means  satisfactory 
to  him. 

He  learnt  that  these  uncommonly  scarce  and  precious 
volumes  belonged  to  an  ancient  gentleman,  whose  name 
was  studiously  concealed ;  but  who  was  in  the  habit  ol 
coming  once  or  twice  a  week,  during  the  autumn,  to 
smoke  his  pipe,  and  lounge  over  his  books:  sometimes 
making  extracts  from  them,  and  sometimes  making. ob- 
servations in  the  margin  with  a  pencil.  Whenever  a  very 
curious  passage  occurred,  he  would  take  out  a  snudl 
memorandum  book,  and  put  on  a  pair  of  lai^  tortoise- 
shell  spectacles,  with  powerful  magnifying  glasses,  in 
order  to  insert  this  passage  with  particular  care  and 
neatness.    He  usually  concluded  his  evening  amusements 
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by  sleeping  in  the  very    bed  in  which   Ferdinand  had 
been  lying. 

Such  intelligence  only  sharpened  the  curiosity,  and 
increased  the  restlessness,  of  poor  Ferdinand.  He  re- 
tired to  this  said  bibliomaniacal  bed,  but  not  to  repose. 
The  morning  sun-beams,  which  irradiated  the  book-case 
with  complete  effect,  shone  upon  his  pallid  counte- 
nance and  thoughtful  brow.  He  rose  at  five :  walked  in 
the  meadows  till  seven ;  returned  and  breakfasted — ^stole 
up  stairs  to  take  a  farewell  peep  at  his  beloved  Morte  d' 
Arthur — sighed  "three  times  and  more" — ^paid  his  reck- 
oning ;  apologised  for  the  night's  adventure ;  told  the 
landlady  he  would  shortly  come  and  visit  her  again,  and 
try  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  anonymous  old  gentleman. 
** Meanwhile,"  said  he,  "I  will  leave  no  bookseller's 
shop  in  the  neighbourhood  unvisited,  'till  I  gain  intel- 
ligence of  his  name  and  character."  The  landlady  eyed 
him  steadily ;  took  a  pinch  of  snuff  with  a  significant 
air ;  and,  returning,  with  a  smile  of  triumph,  to  her 
kitchen,  thanked  her  stars  that  she  had  got  rid  of  such 
a  madman  ! 

Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  have  done. 

Lis.    And  creditably  done,  too! 

Alman.  If  this  be  a  specimen  of  your  previous 
conversation,  we  know  not  what  we  have  lost  by  our 
absence.  But  I  suspect,  that  the  principal  ingredient 
of  poetry,  fiction,  has  a  little  aided  in  the  embellishment 
of  your  story. 

Bbun.  This  is  not  very  gallant  or  complimentary  on 
your  part,  Almansa.  I  harbour  no  suspicion  of  its 
verity ;  for  marvellous  things  have  been  told  me,  by  my 
brother,  of  the  whimsical  phrensies  of  book-fanciers. 

LoREN.  If  you  will  only  listen  a  little  to  Lysander's 
sequel,  you  will  hear  almost  equally  marvellous  things; 
which  I  suspect  my  liberally  minded  sister,  Almansa, 
will  put  down  to  the  score  of  poetical  embellishment. 
But  I  see  she  is  conscious  of  her  treasonable  aspersions 
of  the  noble  character  of  bibliomaniacs,  and  is  only 
anxious  for  Lysandcr  to  resume. 
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Alman.  Sir^  I  entreat  you  to  finish  your  History  op 
Bibliomaniacs.  Your  friend,  Philemon,  has  regaled  us 
with  an  entertaining  episode,  and  you  have  probaUy, 
by  this  time,  recovered  sta-ength  sufficient  to  proceed 
with  the  main  story. 

Lysand.  Madam,  I  am  equally  indebted  to  yoor 
brother  for  his  care  of  the  body,  and  to  my  friend  for 
his  recreation  of  the  mind.  The  midnight  hour^  I  6ir, 
is  swiftly  approaching. 

LoRBN.  It  is  yet  at  a  considerable  distance.  We  have 
nearly  reached  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  COTtory, 
and  you  may  surely  carry  on  your  reminiscential  exer> 
tions  to  the  close  of  the  same.  By  that  time^  we  may  be 
disposed  for  our  nightcaps. 

Lysand.  Unheeded  be  the  moments  and  hours  wUdi 
are  devoted  to  the  celebration  of  eminent  Book-Collec- 
tors !  Let  the  sand  roll  down  the  glass  as  it  will;  kt 
''the  chirping  on  each  thorn''  remind  us  of  Aurara's 
saucy  face  peering  above  the  horizon !  in  such  society, 
and  with  such  a  subject  of  discussion,  who — 

Lis.  Lysander  brightens  as  his  story  draws  to  a  dose: 
his- colouring  will  be  more  vivid  than  ever. 

B  BLIND.  Tell  me— are' bibliographers  usually  thus  do- 
quent  ?  They  have  been  described  to  me  as  a  dry,  tedi- 
nical  race  of  mortals — quoting  only  title-pages  and  dates. 

Lysand.  Madam,  believe  not  the  malicious  evidence 
of  book-heretics.  Let  ladies,  like  yourself  and  your 
sister,  only  make  their  appearance  with  a  choice  set  of 
bibliomaniacs,  at  this  time  of  night,  and  if  the  most 
interesting  conversation  be  not  the  result — I  have  very 
much  under-rated  the  colloquial  powers  of  my  brethren. 
But  you  shall  hear. 

We  lefl  off  with  lauding  the  bibliomaniacal  celebrity 
of  Harley,  Earl  of  Oxford.  Before  the  dispersion  dT 
his  grand  collection,  died    John    Bridges,*    a  g^itle- 

*  Bibiiotheca  BridgetiatUB  Cataloffus :  or  a  Catalogue  of  the  library  of  JOBM 
Bridgrs,  Esq.,  oonsistiDg  of  above  4000  books  and  manuscripts  in  aU  Langoaget 
and  Faculties ;  particularly  in  Classics  and  History ;  and  especnally  the  Hirtoiy 
and  Antiquities  of  Groat  Britain  and  Ireland,  &c.,  London,  1725^  8to.      Two 
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■ 

man^  a  scholar,  and  a  'notorious  book-collector.  The 
catalogue  of  his  books  is  almost  the  first  classically 
arranged  one  in  the  eighteenth  century:  and  it  must 
be  confessed  that  the  collection  was  both  curious  and 
valuable.  Bridges  was  succeeded  by  Anthony  Collins,* 
the  Free  Thinker;  a  character  equally  strange  and  un- 
enviable. Book-fanders  now  and  then  bid  a  few  shil- 
lings, for  a  copy  of  the  catalogue  of  his  library ;  and 
some  sly  firee-thinkers,  of  modem  date,  are  not  back- 
ward in  shewing  a  sympathy  in  their  predecessor's  fame, 
by  the  readiness  with  which  they  bid  a  half-guinea,  or 
more,  for  a  priced  copy  of  it. 

We  may  here  but  slightly  allude  to  the  biblJQgraphical 
reputation  of  Maittaire,  as  so  much  was  said  of  him 
the  day  before  yesterday  .t 


different  eatalogaee  of  this  yaluable  ooUeotion  of  books  were  printed.  The  one 
was  analysed,  or  a  eaialogui  rauonnt,  to  which  was  prefixed  a  print  of  a  Grecian 
portico,  kc,  with  ornaments  and  statues :  the  other  (expressly  for  the  sale)  was 
an  indigested  and  extremely  confused  one— to  which  was  prefixed  a  pxint,  designed 
and  engrayed  by  A  Motte,  of  an  oak  felled,  with  a  number  of  men  cutting  down 
and  carrying  away  its  branches ;  illustratiTe  of  the  following  Greek  Motto 
inscribed  on  a  scroll  above— Apvl^c  frivowniQ  woe  civ^p  (vXevcreU ;  "  An  affecting 
memento  (says  Mr.  Nichols,  very  justly,  in  his  Aneedota  of  Bawjfer,  p.  667)  to 
the  collectors  of  great  libraries,  who  cannot,  or  do  not^  leaye  them  to  some  public 
accessible  repository."  My  friend.  Dr.  Gosset,  was  once  so  fortunate  as  to  pick 
up  for  me  a  laiye  paper  copy  of  the  analysed  catalogue,  bound  in  old  blue 
mcnocco,  and  ruled  with  red  lines,  for  4f .  1 — "  Happy  day  T' 

*  In  the  year  17d0-l,  there  was  sold  by  auction  at  St.  Paul's  Coffee  House, 
in  St.  Paul's  Church  Yard  (beginning  every  evening  at  five  o'clock),  the  lifaraiy 
of  the  celebrated  Free  Thinker,  Anthony  Collins,  Esq.  "Containing  a 
Defection  of  several  thousand  volumes  in  Greek,  Latin,  English,  French,  and 
Spanish ;  in  divinity,  history,  antiquity,  philosophy,  husbandry,  and  all  polite 
literature :  and  especially  many  curious  travels  and  voyages ;  and  many  rare 
and  valuable  pamphlets."  This  collection,  which  is  divided  into  two  parts  (the 
first  containing  8461  articles,  the  seoond  8442),  is  well  worthy  of  being  consulted 
by  the  theologian  who  is  writing  upon  any  controverted  point  of  divinity ;  as 
there  are  articles  in  it  of  the  rarest  occurrence.  The  singular  character  of  its 
owner  and  of  his  works  is  well  known :  he  was  at  once  the  friend  and  the 
opponent  of  Locke  and  CSarke,  who  both  were  anxious  for  the  conversion  of  a 
character  of  such  strong,  but  misguided,  talents.  The  former,  on  his  death-bed, 
wrote  Collins  a  letter  to  be  delivered  to  him  after  his  decease,  which  was  full  of 
affection  and  good  advice. 

■f-  The  reader  will  find  some  account  of  Mahtairi's  bibliographical  labours  at 
p.  47,  ante ;  and  of  his  editions  of  the  ancient  Classics,  at  p.  442^  voL  ii,  of 
my  Jniroduction  to  the  Knowledge  qf  rare  and  valuable  editions  qf  the  Greek  and 
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B£LiN.  All  this  may  be  very  learned  and  just  Bat 
of  these  gentlemen  I  find  no  account  in  the  feshicmaUe 
necrologpies. 

LoREN.  Only  wait  a  little,  and  Lysander  will  break 
forth  with  the  mention  of  some  transcendental  biblio- 
maniac. 

Lysand.  Yes,  ever  renowned  Richard  Mead  !♦  thy 
pharmacopcMd  reputation  is  lost  in  the  blaze  of  tby 
bibUomaniacal  glory !  iEsculapius  may  plant  his  hertial 
crown  round  thy  brow,    and  Hygeia  may  scatter  her 


LcUin  Clattics,    He  need  here  only  be  informed  that  filidttaWs  books  wen  mHA 
by  auction  in  NoTember,   1748,  and  January,  1749;    the  catalogue  of  Ham 
forming  two  parts,  with  one  of  these  dates  affixed  to  each.    The  collection  mnii 
have  been  uncommonly  numerous ;  and  of  their  intrinsio  value  the  reader  «31 
best  judge  by  the  following  extract  from  the  "Advertisement)''   by  Cock  tbo 
auctioneer,  at  the  back  of  the  title-page  :  "tho'  the  books,  in  tiieir  present  con- 
dition, make  not  the  most  ostentatious  appearance,  yet,  like  the  late  wortky 
possessor  of  them,  however  plain  their  outside  may  be,  they  contain  within  m 
invaluable  treasure  of  ingenuity  and  learning.    In  fiAe,  this  is  (after  fifty  yein* 
diligent  search  and  labour  in  collecting)  the  entirb  libbabt  of  Bfr.  BCaittabi  ; 
whose  judgement  iu  the  choice  of  books,  as  it  ever  was  cohfessed,  so  are  they, 
undoubtedly,  far  beyond  whatever  I  can  attempt  to  say  in  their  praisa.   la 
exhibiting  them  thus  to  the  public,  I  comply  with  the  will  of  my  deceased  friMid; 
and  in  printing  the  catalogue  from  his  OWK  coft  just  as  he  left  it  (tho^  by  so 
doing  it  is  the  more  voluminous)  I  had  an  opportunity,  not  only  of  doing  tiis 
justice  I  owe  to  his  memory,  but  also  of  gratifying  the  curious. "    I  Indiiie 
strongly  to  think  there  were  no  copies  of  this  catalogue  printed  upon  large  paper. 
When  priced,  the  usual  copy  brings  a  fair  round  sum. 

*  It  is  almost  impossible  to  dwell  on  the  memory  of  THIS  gebat  ican,  withoot 
emotions  of  delight — whether  wo  consider  him  as  an  eminent  physieiany  a  friend 
to  literature,  or  a  collectcr  of  books,  pictures,  and  coins.    Benevolemoe,  mag- 
nanimity, and  epidition  were  the  striking  features  of  his  character.    His  honas 
was  the  general  receptacle  of  men  of  genius  and  talent,  and  of  every  thing 
beautiful,  precious,  and  rare.    His  curiosities,  whether  books,  or  coins,  or  pictures, 
were  freely  laid  open  to  the  public  ;  and  the  enterprising  student,  and  experienoed 
antiquary,  alike  found  amusement  and  a  courteous  reception.    He  was  knoiwn  to 
all  foreigners  of  intellectual  distinction,  and  corresponded  both  with  the  artisaa 
and  the  potentate.    The  great  patron  of  literature,  and  the  leader  of  his  pro- 
fession, it  was  hardly  possible,  as  Lysander  has  well  observed,  "  for  modest  nMrit 
if  properly  introduced  to  him,  to  depart  unrewarded  or  ungratified."     Tlie 
clergy,  and,  in  general,  all  men  of  learning,  received  his  advice  gratuitoody  • 
and  his  doors  were  open  every  morning  to  tho  most  indigent^   whona  be  fre- 
quently assisted  with  money.       Although  his  income,  from   his  profeasioiial 
practice,  was  very  considerable,  be  died  by  no  moans  a  rich  man — so  laiige  were 
tha  sums  which  he  devoted  to  the  encouragement  of  literature  and  the  fine  arts ! 
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cornucopia  of  roses  at  thy  feet — but  what  are  these  things 
compared  with  the  homage  offered  thee  by  the  Gesners, 


The  sale  of  Dr.  Mead's  Booh  oommenoed  on  the  18th  of  November,  1754,  and 
again  on  the  7th  of  April,  1755 :  lasting  together  57  days.  The  sale  of  the 
print*  and  drawingt  continued  14  nights.  The  gems,  Invnzes,  busts,  and  anii- 
quities,  8  days. 

His  books  produced £5496  15  0    . 

Pictures 8417  11  0 

Prints  and  drawings 1908  14  0 

Coins  and  medals .    .    .    , 1977  17  0 

Antiquities 8246  15  0 


Amount  of  all  the  sales £16,047    12    0 


It  would  be  difficult  to  mention,  within  a  moderate  compass,  all  the  rare  and 
curious  articles  which  his  library  contained — but  the  following  are  too  conspicuous 
to  be  passed  over.  The  Spira  VirgiL,  of  1470,  PJifUzmg's  Tem-doHckVs,  1527, 
BrvmdCs  StuUifera  If  avis,  1498,  and  the  Aldi»e  Petrarch,  of  1501,  all  upon 
VELLUM.  The  large  paper  Olivets  Cicero  was  purchased  by  Dr.  Askew, 
for  14^  14s.,  and  was  sold  again  at  hir  sale  for  86/.  15f.  The  King  of  France 
bought  the  editio  princeps  of  Pliny  Senior  for  \1U  lis:  and  Mr.  Wilcock, 
a  bookseller,  bought  the  magnificently  illuminated  Pliny  by  Jenson,  of  1472, 
for  18/.  18s :  of  which  Maittairo  has  said  so  many  fine  things.  The  French 
books,  and  all  the  works  upon  the  Fine  A  rts,  were  of  the  first  rarity  and  value, 
and  bound  in  a  sumptuous  manner.  Winstanley's  Prospects  of  AndUy  End 
brought  50/.  An  amusing  account  of  some  of  the  pictures  will  be  found  in 
Mr.  Beloe's  A  neodoies  qf  Literaiure  and  scarce  Books,  vol.  i.,  166,  71.  But 
oonsult  aiao  Nichols's  Anecdotes  o/Bowyer,  p.  225,  &c.  Of  the  catalogue  of  Dr. 
Mead's  books,  there  were  only  six  copies  printed  upon  large  paper.  See 
BtbL  Lort,  no.  1149.  I  possess  one  of  these  copies,  uncut  and  priced.  Dr.  Mead 
had  parted,  in  his  life-time,  to  the  present  king's  father,  with  several  miniature 
pictures  of  great  value  (Walpole  Aneo.,  vol.  i.,  165)  by  Isaac  Oliver  and  Holbein, 
which  are  now  in  his  majesty's  collection.  Dr.  Askew  had  purchased  his  Greek 
BISS.  for  500/.    Pope  has  admirably  well  said. 

Bare  monkish  nutntucrfyts  for  Hbarnb  alone, 
AndBooJIts  fob  Mead,  and  butterflies  for  Sloaks.** 

BpisUelv. 

Upon  which  his  commentator,  Warburton,  thus  observes :  '*  These  were  two 
eminent  physicians  ;  the  one  had  an  excellent  library,  the  other  the  finest  collec* 
tion'in  Europe  of  natural  curiosities."  For  nearly  half  a  century  did  Dr.  Mead 
pursue  an  unrivalled  career  in  his  profession.  He  was  (perhaps  "  thrice")  pre- 
sented with  the  presidentship  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  which  he  ("  thrice") 
refused.  One  year  it  is  said  he  made  7000/.,  a  great  sum  in  his  time !  His 
regular  emoluments  were  between  5000/.  and  6000/.  per  annum.  He  died  on  the 
25th  of  February,  .1754,  in  the  Slst  year  of  his  age.  On  his  death.  Dr.  Askew^ 
who  seems  to  have  had  a  sort  of  filial  veneration  for  his  character,  and  whose 
pursuits  were  in  every  respect  congenial  with  Dr.  Mead's,  presented  the  College  of 
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'Baillets,  and  Le  Longs,  of  old?    What  avail  even  tlie 
roseate  blushes   of  thousands,   whom  thy  medical   dill. 


Phjrsicians  with  a  marble  bust*  of  him,  beautifally  execated  by  BoaWUiio^  mi 
for  which  he  paid  the  sculptor  1001,    A  whimsical  anecdote  b  oonneetod  witii  the 
execution  of  this  bust.    Roubilliao  agreed  with  Dr.  Aakaw  for  502. :  the  doeior 
found  it  so  highly  finished  that  he  paid  him  for  it  100/.    The  Mnilptor  laid  tUi 
was  not  enough,  and  brought  in  a  bill  for  108^  2f.    Dr.  Askew  paid  this  *^fffy*^, 
even  to  the  odd  shillings,  and  then  enclosed  the  receipt  to  Mr.  Hogarth,  to  pfo- 
duce  at  the  next  meeting  of  artists.     Nichols's  Anec  qf  Bow^,  p.  580.    "I 
cannot  help,"  says  Mr.  Edwards,  the  late  ornithologist,  "informhig  innrnfuffn 
generations  that  they  may  see  the  real  features  of  Dr.  Mead  in  this  but :  for  I, 
who  was  as  well  acquainted  with  his  face  as  any  man  liring,  do  proDoanoe  tliii 
bust  of  him  to  be  so  like  that,  as  often  as  I  see  it,  my  mind  is  filled  with  the 
strongest  idea  of  the  originaL"    Hearue  speaks  of  the  Mradeah  Faxilt  with 
proper  respect,  in  his  A  lured  de  Beverly,  p.  XLV. ;    and  in  WaUer  ffemngfiHd, 
Tol.  L,  xxzy.    In  his  Oulielmui  Nuhnffetuit,  vol.  iii.,  p.  744  (note),  he  saji  of 
our  illustrious  bibliomaniac : — "  that  most  excellent  physician,  and  iraly  gnat 
man,  Dr.  Richard  Mead,  to  whom  I  am  eternally  obliged."    Theire  is  an  idle 
story  somewhere  told  of  Dr.  Mead's  declining  the  aoceptanoe  of  a  chaDenge  to 
fight  with  swords — alleging  his  want  of  skill  in  the  art  of  fienciiig :    bat  tUi 
seems  to  be  totally  Toid  of  authority.    Thus  far,  concemiog  Dr.  Mead,  from  the 
first  edition  of  this  work,  and  the  paper  entitled  "  The  Director."    The  IbUov- 
iog  particulars,  which  I  have  recently  learnt  of  the  Mead  Familt,  from  John 
Nicholl,  Esq.,  my  neighbour  at  Kensington,  and  the  maternal  grandson  of  tfai 
Doctor,  may  be  thought  well  worth  subjoining.     Matthxw  Mead,  his  &ther, 
was  a  clergyman.    He  gave  up  his  living  at  Stepney  in  1662 ;  which  was  aftst^ 
wards  divided  into  the  four  fine  livings  now  in  the  gift  of  Brasen-Nosa  CoDigi^ 
Oxford.    His  parishioners  built  him  a  chapel ;  but  he  retired  to  a  Imn  hi  tha 
country,  and  had  the  reputation  of  handling  a  bullock  as  well  as  any  butcher  in 
the  county.    He  went  abroad  in  the  reign  of  James  II.,  and  had  his  sons,  Samosl 
and  Richard,  educated  under  GrsDvius.    Samubl  Mead,  Am  brotAer,  was  a  dii- 
tinguished  Chancery  barrister,  and  got  his  40002.  per  ann.  ;  his  cronies  were  ^m- 
braham  and  Lord  Harcourt  These,  with  a  few  other  eminent  bcuristers,  naed  to  meet 
at  a  coffee-house,  and  drink  their  favourite,  and  then  fashionable,  Uquor-HaUsd 
Bitkop,  which  consisted  of  red  wine,  lemon,  and  sugar.    Samuel  was  a'ahy  dar 
ractor,  and   loved  privacy.      He  had  a  good  country  house,   and  *«*»m1«««"m 
chambers  in  Lincoln's  Inn,  and  kept  a  carriage  for  his  sister's  ose,  having  Us 
coachmaker's  arms  painted  upon  the  panel.    What  is  very  characteriatio  of  thi 
modesty  of  his  profession,  ho  pertinaciously  refused  a  sflk  gown  I    A  word  or 
two  remains  to  be  said  of  our  illustrious  bibliomaniac  Richard.      Hia  hnthv 
left  him  30,000/.,  and  giving  full  indulgence  to  his  noble  literary  fealingiy  tht 
Doctor  sent  Carte,  the  historian,  to  France,  to  rummage  for  MSS.  of  Tlkmaiu, 
and  to  restore  the  castrated  passages  which  were  not  originally  published  for  foK 
of  offending  certain  families.     He  made  Buckley,  the  editor,  procora  the  bek 
1  air  atid  paper  from  Holland,  for  this  edition  of  Thuanus,  which  was  pnbl^id 
at  his  own  expense  ;  and  the  Doctor  was  remarkably  solicitoas  that  ~*thliy  of 
exterior  pomp  and  beauty  should  be  wanting  in  the  pubUeation.    Tha  nailt 
verified  his  most  sanguine  expectation ;    for  a  finer  edition  of  a  nduaUe  hiitO' 
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may  have  snatched  from  a  premature  grave — compared 
with  the  life,  vigour,  animation  and  competition  which 
thy  example  infused  into  the  book-worlx)  ! 

The  tears  shed  by  virtuous  bibliomaniacs  at  Harley's 
death  were  speedily  wiped  away,  when  the  recollection 
of  thine,  and  of  thy  contemporary's,  Folkbs's^  fame,  was 


ri«Q  baB  never  seen  the  light.  Dr.  Ward,  says  Mr.  Nichola,  is  sapposedto  have 
written  Mead's  Latin,  but  the  &ot  is  not  so ;  or  it  is  exdusiyely  applicable  to 
the  UtUr  pieces  of  Mead.  The  Doctor  died  in  his  88rd  year  (and  in  foil  pos- 
senion  of  his  mental  powers),  from  a  &11  occasioned  by  the  negligence  of  a  ser- 
vant. He  was  a  great  dioffnottie  physician ;  and,  when  he  thought  deeply, 
was  generally  correct  in  judging  of  the  disorder  by  the  appearance  of  the 
oomitenance. 

*  "A  Caialoffue  of  the  enHre  and  valudbU  Ubraty  qf  Mabtin  Folkib,  Esq., 
Preflddent  of  the  Royal  Society,  and  Member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences 
at  Paris,  lately  deceased ;  which  will  be  sold  by  auoticm,  by  Samuel  Baker,  at 
his  house  in  York  Street,  Covent-Oarden.  To  begin  on  Monday,  Febroaiy  2, 
1756,  and  to  continue  for  forty  days  successively  (Sundays  excepted).  Catalogues 
to  be  had  at  most  of  tlie  considerable  places  in  Europe,  and  all  the  booksellers 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Price  sixpence."  This  collection  was  an  exceed- 
ingly  fine  one ;  enriched  with  many  books  of  the  choicest  description,  which 
Mr.  Polkes  had  acquired  in  his  travels  in  Italy  and  Germany.  The  works  on 
natural  history,  coins,  medals,  inscriptions,  and  on  the  fine  arts  in  general,  formed 
the  most  valuable  department — those  on  the  Greek,  Latin,  and  English  classics 
were  comparatively  of  inferior  importance.  It  is  a  great  pity  the  catalogue  was 
not  better  digested ;  or  the  books  classed  according  to  the  nature  of  their  con- 
tents. The  following  prices,  for  some  of  the  more  rare  and  interesting  articles, 
will  amuse  a  bibliographer  of  the  present  day.  The  chronicles  of  Fabian,  Hall, 
and  Grafton,  did  not,  altogether,  bring  quite  21.,  though  the  copies  are  described 
as  perfect  and  fair.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  fine  set  of  Sir  Wm.  Dugdale's 
Works  (Noe.  9074-81)  in  18  vols.,  which,  collectively,  produced  about  80  guineas  1 
At  the  present  day,  they  are  worth  about  2502. In  Spanish  literature,  the  his- 
tory of  South  America,  by  John  Duan  and  Ant.  di  UUoa,  Madr.,  fol,  in  6  vols., 
was  sold  for  5/. :  a  fine  large  paper  copy  of  the  description  of  the  monastery  of 
St.  Lorenzo,  and  the  Escorial,   Madr.,  1657,  brought  11.  2t.  ;    de  Lastanosa's 

Spanish  medals,  Huesca,  foL,  1645,  2/.  2g. In   English,  the  first  edition  of 

Shakspeare,  162S,  which  is  now  what  a  French  bibliographer  would  say,  "  presque 

introuvable,"  produced  the  sum  of  Zl.  3s. ;    and  Fuller's  Worthies,  IBs,  1 

F^ine  Arts,  Antiquities,  and  Voyages.  Sandrart's  works,  in  9  folio  volumes  (of 
which  a  fine  perfect  copy  is  now  rarely  to  be  met  with,  and  of  very  great  value) 
were  sold  for  132.  1S«.  only :  Desgodetz  Roman  edifices,  Paris,  1682,  iL  10«. 
Galleria  Giustiniano,  2  vols.,  fol.,  182.  18«.  Le  Brun's  Voyages  in  Muscovy,  &c, 
in  large  paper,  42.  is.  De  Rossi's  Raccolta  de  Statue,  &c,  Rom.,  1704,  62.  10«. 
Medailles  du  Regno  de  Louis  le  Grand  :  de  Tlmp.  Roy.  1.  p.  fol.,  1702, 52.  15s.  6d. 

The  works  on  Naiural  History  brought  still  higher  prices :   but  the  whole, 

from  the  present  depreciation  of  money,  and  increased  rarity  of  the  articles. 
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excited  in  their  1)osoins.  Illustrious  Bibliomaniacs! 
your  names  and  memories  will  always  live  in  the  hearts 
of  noble-minded  Literati :  the  treasures  of  your  Mu- 
seums and  Libraries — your  liberal  patronage  and  ever- 
active  exertions  in  the  caiLse  of  virtu — whether  con- 
nected with  coins,  pictures,  or  books — can  never  be 
banished,  at  least,  from  my  grateful  mind : — And  if,  at 
this  solemn  hour,   when   yonder  groves  and   serpentine 


would  now  bring  thrice  tho  sums  thon  given. — Of  the  Oreek  and  Laiin  CloMtief, 
the  Pliay  of  1469  and  1472  were  sold  to  Dr.  Askew,  for  11^  lli.  and  7/.  17«.  <UL 
At  tho  Doctor's  sale  they  brought  43/.  and  231.,  although  the  first  was  lately  fold 
(A.D.  1805)  among  some  duplicates  of  books  belonging  to  the  British  Mmeiiii^ 
at  a  much  lower  price :  the  copy  was,  in  fact,  neither  large  nor  beautiful.    Thon 
in  Lord  Spencer's,  and  the  Hunter  and  Cracherode  collections,  are  greatly  npt* 
rior*  and  would  each  bring  more  than  double  the  price.      From  a  priced  oopy  d 
the  sale  catalogue,  upon  Uwye  paper,  and  uncut,  in  my  possession,   I  find  tint 
the  amount  of  tlie  sale,  consisting  of  5126  articles,  was  8091/.  fit.    The  iVikt^ 
and  Drawings  of  Mr.  Folkos  occupied  a  sale  of  8  days :  and  hia  pUiwra,  ^emM, 
coimi,  and  maVtemaUaU  ingtrumentt,  of  five  days.      Mr.   Martin  FOlub  im| 
justly  be  ranked  among  the  most  useful,  as  well  as  splendid,  literary  chanelei^ 
of  which  this  country  can  boast.    He  ap|)oars  to  have  imbibed,  at  a  vwy  m/Aj 
age,  an  extreme  passion  for  science  and  literature ;    and  to  have  distinginlMd 
himself  so  much  at  tho  University  of  Cambridge,  under  the  able  tuition  of  Dr- 
Laughton,  that,  in  his  23rd  year,  he  was  admitted  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Sode^. 
About  two  years  afterwards  he  was  chosen  one  of  tho  council ;  and  rose  in  ne* 
cession  to  the  chair  of  tho  presidentship,  which,  as  Lysander  above  tnUy  ny^  ht 
filled  with  a  credit  and  celebrity  that  has  since  never  boon  surpaued.    Ota  tUi 
occasion  ho  was  told  by  Dr.  Jurin,  tho  Secretary,  who  dedicated  to  him  the  3tfk 
vol.  of  tho  Transactions,  that  "  the  greatest  man  that  ever  lived  (Sir  Isaac  Ktv* 
ton)  singled  him  out  to  fill  the  choir,  and  to  preside  in  the  society,  when  he  faia- 
solf  was  so  frequently  prevented  by  indisposition  ;  and  that  it  was  sufficant  to 
say  of  him  that  he  was  Jfii'r  Isaac**  friend.**    Within  a  few  years  afterwardi^  ht 
was  elected  President  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries.    Two  situations,  the  fiOiac 
of  which  may  be  considered  as  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  literary  dtitinetioii.    Mr. 
Folkes  travelled  abroad,  with  his  family,  about  two  years  and  a  half,  virituig  tht 
cities  of  Romo,  Florence,  and  Venice— where  he  was  noticed  by  almost  etwy 
person  of  rank  and  reputation,  and  whence  he  brought  away  many  a  TihaUt 
article  to  enrich  his  own  collection.    He  was  bom  in  the  year  1690,  and  died 
of  a  second  stroke  of  the  palsy,  under   which  he  languished  for  three  yww^ 
in  1754.    He  seems  to  have  left  behind  him  a  considerable  fortune.     Amoog  Ui 
numerous  beiiuosts  was  one  to  the   Royal  Society  of  200/.,   along  with  a  Am 
portrait  of  Lord  Bacon,  and  a  large  cornelian  ring,  with  the  anna  of  the  wmAAf 
.engraved  upon  it,  for  the  perpetual  use  of  the  president  and  his  suooeMon  in 
office.    The  MSS.  of  his  own  composition,  not  being  quite  perfect^  W9r%  to  ttt 
great  loss  of  the  learned  world,  ordered  by  him  to  be  destroyed.     The  foOewiaK 
wood-cut   portrait  is  taken  from  a  copiier-plate  in  the   PortraiU  dea  Hvmma 
Il/mtres  dt-  Dcnmarl',  4to. ,  7  i^arts,  1746 :    part  4th,   a  volume  which  aboopdi 
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walks  are  sleeping  in  tiie  quiet  of  moon-Ilght,  your 
spirits  could  be  seen  placidly  to  flit  along,  I  would  burst 
l¥om  this  society — dear  and  congenial  as  it  is — to  take 
your  last  instructions,  or  receive  your  last  warnings, 
respecting  the  rearing  of  a  fiiture  age  of  bibliomaniacs ! 
Ye  were,  in  good  earnest,  noble-bearted  book-heroes ! — 
bot  I  wander : — forgive  me  ! 

Alhan.  Pray  keep  to  this  earth,  and  condescend  to 
notice  ns  mortals  of  flesh  and  blood,  who  have  heard 
of  Dr.  Mead,  and  Martin  Folkes,  only  as  eminently 
learned  and  tastefiil  characters. 

Lysand.  I  crave  your  foi^veness.  But  Dr.  Mead's 
cabinet  of  coins,  statues,  and  books,  was  so  liberally 
thrown  open  for  the  puUic  inspection  that  it  was 
hardly  possible  for  modest  merit,  if  properly  made  known 
to  him,  to  depart  unrewarded  or  nngratified.  Nor  docs 
the  renowned  President  of  the  Royal  and  Antiquarian 
Societies — Martin  Folkes — merit  a  less  warm  eulogy ; 
for  he  filled  these  distinguished  situations  with  a  credit 
which  has  never  since  been  surpassed. 

But  there  is  yet  an  illustrious  tribe  to  be  recorded. 
We  have,  first,  Richard  Rawunson,*  brother  of  the 


with  a  nnmlMr  of  copper-plats  ongraTltigi,  leorkd  qjf  in  a  style  of  naoommim 
i1w»iiiMi  aod  brillJaDcy.  Some  of  the  portraits  tbenuelvea  are  rather  stiff  and 
mmprentre;  but  the  Tignettei  are  Duifarmly  taataftil  and  agreeable.  The 
wtirva  parti  are  rarely  found  in  an  equal  etate  of  perfection. 

Dr.  Btrcb  baa  drawn  a  very  just  and  interesting 
ctiaraoter  of  this  ambient  num,  wtdch  may  b«  found 
in  Hiehola'a  Antaktettjf  Bovyr,  pp.  662-7.    Mr. 
Bdwanb,  the  late  ormUiDlogiBt,  haa  deaeribed  Urn 
fn    %    nmpb,    but   appropriate,   manner.    " 
■Bomed,"  says  be,  "to  hare  attained  to  tmivsnal  J 
knowledge ;  for,  in  the  manjr  opportunities  I  hsTs  li 
had  of  bang  in  bii  oompany,  almoot  eyery  part  I 
of  KiianOB  liu  happened  lo  be  the  subject  of 
oonrae,  all  of  which  he  liandled  as  an  adept.    Be 
was  a  man  of  great  politenen  in  bis  manners,  free 
tram  all  pedantry  and  pride,  and,  in  erery  respect, 
tbe  real,  unaffected,  fine  gentleman." 

•  "  BiBLIOTBECA   RaWLIBBOIIIAF*,   nee   Calaicgut  Librortm    Jiidardi    Ram- 
liiuen,  LL.D.     Qui  prcntabunt  Venales  sub    hasls,   Apud   Saniuslem   Baker, 

2b 
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renowned  Tom  FotiOy  whose  choice  and  tasteful  cdlec- 
tion  of  books^  as  recorded  in  auctioneering  annab,  is 


In  Vioo  dicto  Tork-rtreet,  Covent  OardoDy   London!,   Die  Liid»  29  Ifaitl 

MDCCLVT."    With  the  following  whimncal  Greek  motto  in  the  title-page : 

Kat  yap  i  reAg  8i&  t6  ffirMo9  Bay/idf^rau 

EUBULUB. 

("  The  peaoook  is  admired  on  aoooant  of  its  rarity.") 

Thia  valuable  library  must  have  contained  nearly  25,000  Toliime^  mult^p^i^ 
the  number  of  articles  (9405)  by  8— the  usual  mode  of  calculation.  Unfcrta- 
nately,  as  was  the  case  with  Dr.  Mead's  and  Mr.  Polkes's,  the  bodka  ww  nst 
arranged  according  to  any  particular  dassifioation.  Old  blaok-lettsr 
were  mixed  with  modem  Italian,  French,  and  Latin ;  and  novels  and : 
interspersed  with  theology  and  mathematics.  An  alpkdbeticai  amxigaamAf  be 
the  books  of  whatever  kind  they  may,  will  in  general  obviate  the  inoonvcnnes 
felt  from  such  an  undigested  plan ;  and  it  were  "devoutly  to  be  wishedy"  fajsD 
true  bibliographers,  that  an  act  of  parliament  should  pass  for  the  due 
of  this  alpbabeticMeJ  order.  We  all  know  our  A,  B,  0,  but  have  not  all 
lytical  heads  ;  or  we  may  differ  in  our  ideas  of  analjnris.  The  aeteulMo  md 
fljphabetical  united  is  certainly  better;  like  Mr.  Harria'a  ezoeUeot  erta- 
logue,  noticed  at  p.  99,  ante.  The  "  Mithode  pour  dreuer  um*  bibiiUkSfut,' 
about  which  De  Bure,  Formey,  and  Peignot  have  so  eolemnly  argued,  is  Mt 
worth  a  moment's  discussion.  Every  man  likes  to  be  his  own  libnriHiy  as  ml 
as  "  his  own  broker. "  But  to  return  to  Dr.  Bawlinson's  ooUeetiaii.  On  ^""^*-*"'if 
a  priced  catalogue  of  it,  which  now  lies  before  me^,  I  have  not  foond  any  hlghv 
sum  offered  for  a  work  than  il.  If.  for  a  oolleotion  of  fine  prints^  by 
(No.  9405.)  The  Greek  and  Latin  Classics,  of  which  there  were  fcnr 
Prineipes,  or  on  large  paper,  brought  the  usual  sums  given  at  that  period.  The 
old  English  black-letter  books,  which  were  pretty  thickly  aoattem 
the  collection,  were  sold  for  exceedingly  low  prices — ^if  the  odpiee 
Witness  the  following  :  £,  l  ^ 

The  Newe  Testament  in  English,  1500 089 

The  Ymage  of  both  Churches,  after  the  Revelation  of  St.  John,  bj 

Bale,  1550 :...OIf 

The  boke  called  the  Pype  or  Tonne  of  Perfection,  by  Bichaid 

Whytforde,  1553 019 

The  Visions  of  Pierce  Plowman,  1561 080 

The  Creede  of  Pierce  Plowman,  1582 Oil 

The  Bookes  of  Moses,  in  English,  1530 OSI 

Bale's  Actes  of  English  Votaryes,  1550 CIS 

The  Boke  of  Chivalrie,  by  Caxton 0  U  9 

The  Boke  of  St.  Alban's,  by  W.  de  Worde 110 

These  are  only  very  few  of  the  rare  articles  in  English  literatne ;  of  tkt 
whole  of  which  (perhaps  upwards  of  200  in  number)  I  believe  the  boke  of  8t 
Albans  brought  the  highest  sum.  Hence  it  will  be  seen  that  thia  wm  not  thi 
age  of  curious  research  into  the  productions  of  our  aaoeatoTL  Shakipaara  M 
not  then  appeared  in  a  proper  variorttm  edition,  Theobald^  Pope^  and  Weh 
burton,  had  not  investigated  the  Hacft^Ifttrt  lore  of  ancient    iB^gWA  wiilMi 
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deserving  of  high  commendation.  But  his  name  and 
virtues  are  better  known  in  the  University^  to  which 
he  was  a  benefoctor^  than  to  the  noisy  circles  of  the 
metropolis.  The  sale  of  Orator  Hbnlby's  books 
''  followed  hard  upon"  that  of  Richard  Rawlinson's ; 
and  if  the  spirit  of  their  owner  could,  from  his  **  gilt 
tub,"  have  witnessed  the  g^maces  and  jokes  which 
marked  the  sale — ^with  the  distorted  countenances  and 
boisterous  laughter  which  were  to  be  seen  on  every 
side — ^how  it  must  have  writhed  under  the  smart  of 
general  ridicule,  or  have  groaned  under  the  torture  of 
contemptuous  indignation!    Peace  to  Henley's^   vexed 


ftnr  tii6  fflofltrtiioii  of  iheir  fovotirite  aathor.  This  was  reserved  for  Capell, 
Ftwnier,  Sieevens,  Malone,  Chalmers,  Reed,  and  Douoe :  and  it  is  expressly  to 
these  latter  gentlemen  (for  Johnson  and  Hanmer  were  very  sparing,  or  very 
shy,  of  the  black-letter),  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  present  spirit  of  research 
into  the  works  of  our  ancestors.  The  sale  of  the  books  lasted  50  days.  There 
was  a  second  sale  otpampkUU,  hoois  qf  prints,  dkc,  in  the  following  year,  which 
lasted  10  days :  and  this  was  immediately  sncceeded  by  a  sale  of  the  doctor^s 
timffU  fffitUi  and  drawingSf  which  continued  8  days.  Dr.  Rawlinson's  benefao- 
tioos  to  Oxford,  besides  his  Anglo-Saxon  endowment  at  St.  John's  College,  were 
▼ery  oonsfdersble ;  including,  amongst  other  cariosities,  a  tenet  qf  medalt  oftAs 
Popet,  which  the  Doctor  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  most  complete  collections  in 
Borope ;  and  a  great  number  of  yalnable  MSS.,  which  he  directed  to  be  safely 
locked  op,  and  not  to  be  opened  tiU  seven  years  after  his  decease.  He  died  on 
the  9th  of  April,  1765.  To  St.  John's  College,  where  he  had  been  a  gentleman 
commoner.  Dr.  Bawlinson  left  the  bulk  of  his  estate,  amounting  to  near  7002. 
s  year:  a  plate  qf  Abp,  Laud,  81  volumes  of  ParliameiUary  Jaumalt  and 
Debalet,  a  set  of  Rymer't  Fcsdera,  his  Ortek,  Roman,  and  Englitk  coint,  not 
giTen  to  the  Bodleian  Library;  all  his  plates  engraved  at  the  expense  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries ;  his  diploma,  and  his  heart ;  which  latter  is  placed  in  a 
beautiful  urn  against  the  chapel  wall,  with  this  inscription : 

Urbi  thesaurus,  ibi  cor. 

Bia  Bawlinson,  LIj.D.  k  Ant.  S.S. 

Olim  hi^us  collegii  superioris  ordinis 

conmiensalis. 

Obiit  vi.  Apr.  mdoclv. 
Heame  speaks  of  him,  in  the  pre&ce  of  his  TiL  Liv.  For.  Jul.  pUa  Sen.  V., 
p.   xvL,  as  "vir  antiquis  moribus  omatus,  perque  cam  viam  euns,  qu»  ad 
fmmortalem  gloriam  ducit." 

*  This  gentleman's  library,  not  so  remarkable  for  the  black-letter  as'  for  whim- 
sical publications,  was  sold  by  auction,  by  Samuel  Paterson  (the  earliest  sale  in 
which  I  find  this  well  known  book-auctioneer  engaged),  in  June,  1759,  and  the 
three  ensuing  evenings.    The  title  of  the  Sale  Catalogue  is  as  follows : 

2  B  2 
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mams! — and  similar  contempt  await  the  efforts  of  all 
literary  quacks  and  philosophical  knaves  ! 


"  A  Catalogue  of  the  original  MSS.  and  ntanuteripi  eoiUctions  oftke  late  UsfrnmA 
Mr.  John  Henlkt,  A.M.,  Independent  Minister  of  the  Oratory,  fte.,  in  iiUck 
are  included  sundry  collections  of  the  late  Mona.  des  Maiieaox,  the  kmed 
editor  of  Bayle,  &c,  Mr.  Lowndes,  author  of  the  Report  for  the  AmendiiMBt  of 
Silver  coins,  kc,  Dr.  Patrick  Blair,  Physician  at  Boston,  and  F,'R.B.,kc  Toga, 
ther  with  original  letters  and  papers  of  State,  addreiised  to  Heniy  d'AwmuA, 
Esq.,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Envoy  at  Francfort,  from  1708  to  1706  indnbi.* 
Few  libraries  have  contained  more  carious  and  remarkable  pabllcmtioM  thsn  SA 
this.  The  follovring  articles,  given  as  notable  specimens,  remind  us  somewkafcof 
Addison's  memoranda  for  the  Spectator,  which  the  waiter  at  the  eoffee'hoan 

picked  up  and  read  aloud  for  the  amusement  of  the  company. Na  161 

God's  Manifestation  by  a  Star  to  the  Dutch.  A  mortifying  Fast-Diet  at  Goal 
On  the  Birth  Day  of  the  first  and  oldest  yoimg  Gentleman.    All  oormpt :  noM 

good  ;  no,  not  one. 168.  General  Thumbissimo.    The  Spring  rmned,  cr 

the  Flanderkin's  Opera  and  Dutch  Pickle  Herrings.  The  Creolaan  tVOSf,  « 
Royal   Mishap.    A   Martial   Telescope,    &o.    England's   Passion  Scndaj,  aad 

April  Changelings. 170.  Speech  upon  Speech.  A  Telescope  for  Tonrnij.  Ko 

Battle,  but  worse,  and  the  True  Meaning  of  it.    An  Army  beaten  and  faitond. 

174.  Signs  when  the  P.  will  come.    Was  Captain   Hw-n,   a  PriaoDsr  et 

Parole,  to  be  catechised  ?  David's  Opinion  of  like  Times.  The  Seodt  of  tki 
plot  may  rise  though  the  leaves  fall.    A  Perspective,  from  the  Blair  of  AttuL 

The  Pretender's  Popery.    Murder  1   Fire!  Where!   Where  1 178.  TbUof 

Carlise,  catching  an  eel  by  the  taiL    Address  of  a  Bishop^  Dean,  and  Ckqj. 

Swearing  to  the  P r,  fto.    Anathema  denounoed  against  those  peniit^ 

Masters,  and  Magistrates,  that  do  not  punish  the  Sin  at  Stokesley.  A  Spesdk, 
&c.    A  Parallel  between  the  Rebels  to  K.  Charles  I.  and  those  to  his  saeeMi or. 

Jane  Cameron  looked  killing  at  Falkirk. 179.  Let  Stocks  be  knighted,  writi^ 

Sir  Bank,  &c.,  the  Ramhead  Month.  A  Proof  that  the  Writers  against  Fop«7i 
fear  it  will  be  established  in  tlus  Kingdom.    A  Scheme  wise^  blabbed  to  iwt 

and  branch  the  Highlanders.    Let  St.  Patrick  have  fair  Play,  &o. Of  Obatoi 

Hknlet  I  have  not  been  able  to  collect  any  biographical  details^  more  inUnC 
ing  than  those  which  are  to  be  found  in  Warburton's  notes  to  Pope's  Dunesad : 
He  was  bom  at  Melton  Mowbray,  in  Leicestershire,  in  1692,  and  was  brooght  ^ 
at  St.  John's  College,  in  the  University  of  Cambridge.  After  entoriqg  isli 
orders,  he  became  a  preacher  in  London,  and  established  a  lecture  on  Sosdiy 
evenings,  near  Lincolo's-Inn  Fields,  and  another  on  Wednesday  evsningSy 
on  political  and  scientific  subjects.  Each  auditor  paid  one  shilling  for 
"  He  declaimed,**  says  Warburton,  "  against  the  greatest  persons,  sod 
sionally  did  otir  poet  (Pope)  that  honour.  When  he  was  at  Cambridge,  he  bipi 
to  be  uneasy;  for  it  shocked  him  to  find  he  was  commanded  to  bsBevs  i 
his  own  judgment  in  points  of  religion,  phOosophy,  &c  :  f or  his  geoius ! 
him  freely  to  dispute  all  propotitiont,  and  call  all  poinit  to  aeeoaaf,  he  was  i» 
patient  under  those  fetters  of  the  free-bom  mind."  When  he  was  athnfttiit  h** 
priest's  orders,  he  thought  the  examination  so  short  and  superficial  thafthiM» 
sidered  it  not  neoet$ary  to  cot^form  to  the  Chrutian  religiot^,  in  aider  sitbir  fti  to 
a  deacon  or  priest'*    With  these  quixotic  sentiments  he  came  to  tatm;  «i 
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There  are^  I  had  almost  said,  innumerable  contempo- 
raneous   bibliomaniacal    characters    to   be  described — or 

*'  after  having,  for  some  years,  been  a  writer  for  the  booksellers,  he  had  ao  am* 
bition  to  be  so  for  ministers  of  state."  The  only  reason  he  did  not  rise  in  the 
churoh,  we  are  told,  *'  was  the  enyy  of  others,  and  a  dinrelish  entertained  of  him, 
becanae  ke  wcu  not  ^^f/Ud  to  be  a  eompUte  tpanid,"  However,  he  offered  the 
service  of  his  pen  to  two  great  men,  of  opinions  and  interests  directly  opposite  : 
but  being  rejected  by  both  of  them,  he  set  up  a  new  project,  and  styled  himself, 
*'Tk6  ratcrtr  qf  amoflnl  c^bjueMce."  Henley's  pulpit,  in  which  he  preached, 
*'  was  covered  with  velvety  and  adorned  with  gold."  It  is  to  this  that  Pope 
AlludMy  in  the  first  couplet  of  his  second  book  of  the  Dnndad : 

High  on  a  gorgeous  sett^  that  tu  outdume 
Hkvlit's  ^  »tt5— - 

"He  had  alao  an  altar,  and  placed  over  it  this  exiraordinaiy  inscription,  'The 
pfrimiUve  Xw^aHtL^'*  We  are  told  by  his  friend  Welsted  (narrative  in  Oratory 
Tfamaaot  No.  1)  that  "  he  had  the  assurance  to  form  a  plan,  which  no  mortal 
€9€rtAoiigM  qf;  he  had  success  against  all  opposition;  challenged  his  adversa- 
riee  to  fair  disputations,  'and  none  would  ditpnU  with  him  :  he  wrote,  read,  and 
studied,  twelve  hours  a  day ;  composed  three  dissertations  a  week  on  all  subjects ; 
tmdertook  to  teach  in  one  year  what  schools  and  universities  teach  in  five :  was 
not  terrified  by  menaces,  insults,  or  satires ;  but  still  proceeded,  matured  his 
bold  scheme,  and  put  the  church  and  all  that  in  danger  \"  See  note  to  Dunciad, 
book  iiL,  V.  199.  Pope  has  described  this  extraordinary  ohamoter  with  singular 
felicity  of  ezpreesion : 

But,  where  each  science  lifts  its  modran  typOi 
HlstTry  her  Pot»  Divinity  her  Pipe, 
While  proud  philosophy  repines  to  shew. 
Dishonest  slu^t  I  his  breeches  rent  below ; 
Imbrown'd  with  native  bronze,  lo  I  Hbnlst  stands, 
Toning  his  voice  and  balancing  his  hands. 
How  fluent  nonsense  trickles  fh>m  his  tongue  I 
How  sweet  the  periods,  neither  said  nor  song  I 
Still  break  the  benchea,  Henley !  with  thy  strain. 
While  Shkblogk,  Habb,  and  Gibson,  preach  in  vain. 
Oh  great  restorer  of  the  good  old  stage. 
Preacher  at  once,  and  sany  of  thy  age. 
Oh  worthy  thou,  of  Egypt's  wise  abodee^ 
A  decent  priest,  where  monkeys  were  the  gods ! 
Bnt  fate  with  batchers  plao'd  thy  priestly  stall. 
Meek  modem  fkith  to  murder,  hack,  and  mawl ; 
And  bade  thee  live,  to  crown  Britannia's  praise. 
In  Tolasd's,  Tutdal's,  and  in  Woolstoh's  days. 

Dunciad,  b.  iiL,  v.  100,  Ac. 

Bromley,  in  his  catalogue  of  engraved  Portraits,  mentions /omt  of  orator  Henley  : 
two  of  which  are  inscribed,  one  by  Worlidge  "The  Orator  of  Newport 
ICarket;**  another  (without  engraver's  name)  "A  Rationalist. **  There  is  a 
floating  story  which  I  have  heard  of  Henley.  He  gave  out  that  he  would  shew 
a  new  and  expeditious  method  of  converting  a  pair  of  boots  into  shoes.  A  great 
ooDoourse  of  people  attended,  expecting  to  see  something  very  mar  veHous  ;  when 
Henley  mounted  his*' tub,"  and,  holding  up  a  boot,  he  took  a  knife,  and  cut 
away  the  leg  part  qf  tkc  ^leather/ 
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rather,  lesser  stars  or  satellites  that  move,  in  their  now 
unperceived  orbits,  around  the  great  planets  of  the 
book  world — but,  at  this  protracted  hour  ot  discuasion, 
I  will  not  pretend  even  to  mention  their  names. 

Lis.  Yet,  go  on — ^unless  the  female  part  of  the  au- 
dience be  weary — go  on  describing,  by  means  of  your 
great  telescopic  ''powers,  every  little  white  star  that  is 
sprinkled  in  this  bibliomaniacal  Via  Lactea  !* 

Alman.  Upon  my  word,  Lisardo^  there  is  no  sabject 
however  barren,  but  what  may  be  made  froitfiil  by  your 
metaphorical  powers  of  imagination. 

Lis.  Madam,  I  entreat  you  not  to  be  excursive. 
Lysander  has  taken  a  fresh  sip  of  his  nectar,  and  has 
given  a  hem  or  two — preparing  to  resume  his  narrative. 


*  With  great  Bubmiaaion  to  the  "  reminesoeniial "  talenta  of  LyMadar^  hf 
might  have  devoted  one  minuU  to  the  commendatioii  of  the  rery  ootioos  Hbmy 
of  John  Hutton,  which  was  disposed  of,  by  aaotioDy  in  the  ■ame  year  (17VI) 
in  which  GenL  Dormer's  was  sold.  Hutton's  library  consirted  almost  entnvl^  of 
English  Literature :  the  rarest  books  in  which  are  printed  in  the  itatte  typik 
When  the  reader  is  informed  that  "HobintoJU  Lift,  Adn,  and  DteOk  qf  Ffim 
A  rthury*  and  his  '*  ancienX  order,  aociaie,  and  tuiicis,  iamdahie  qf  £4e  man,* 
1583,  4to.  (see  no.  2730  ;  concerning  which  my  worthy  txi&ad,  Mr.  HadswDO^ 
has  discoursed  so  accurately  and  copiously :  British  BtbUoffrapkgrp  toL  Ly 
pp.  109:  125),  when  he  is  informed  that  this  produced  only  flc  Cd-Jhit 
'*  Ilypnfrotomachia,"  1592,  4to,  (no.  2755),  was  sold  for  only  2i.— the  Mymmr  ff 
Knighthood,  1585, 4to.  (n^.  2759),  only  6s,—Palmerin,  qf  JSngland,  8  pts.  in  S  wk 
1602, 1639,  4to,  (n^.  2767),  lis,— Painter's  Palace  qf  Plecunare,  2  Tola,  in  1,  ISm, 
4to.  (no.  2770)— when,  I  say,  the  tender-hearted  bibliomaniac  tbinka  thai  aB 
these  rare  and  precious  black  letter  gems  were  sold,  oolleotiTely,  for  only  SL  ICa  9d,  I 
— what  must  bo  his  reproaches  upon  the  lack  of  spirit  whioh  was  evinced  at  tUi 
sole  I  Especially  must  his  heart  |melt  within  him,  upon  looking  at  the  pndiM 
of  somo  of  these  articles  at  the  sale  of  (George  Steevem*  books,  only  86  jwa 
afterwards  !  No  depredation  of  money  can  account  for  this  wofol  diffi 
I  possess  a  wretchedly  priced  copy  of  the  BiU.  SutUmiana,  which  I 
without  title-page  or  a  docent  cover,  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  Gouith'a  books,  for  lU 
Lysander  ought  also  to  have  noticed  in  its  chronological  order,  the  eaUnsM 
and  truly  valuable  libraiy  of  Robert  Hoblth  ;  the  catalogue  of  wUdk  tM 
published  in  the  year  1769,  Svo.,  in  two  parts :  pp.  850.  I  know  not  who  wm 
tho  author  of  the  arrangement  of  this  oolleotion ;  but  I  am  pietty  oonfldwit  iUk 
the  iudicious  observer  will  find  it  greatly  supoior  to  every  thSa^  of  ito  Udt 
with  hardly  even  the  ezoeption  of  the  Bibltotheca  Crofltiama,  It  is  MoeatOad^ 
and  handsomely  executed,  and  wants  only  an  index  to  make  it  truly  vsloililiL 
The  collection,  moreover,  is  a  Tery  sensible  one.  My  oc^y  is  upoa  foiye  jm^; 
which  is  rather  common. 
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Lyhand.  We  have  just  passed  over  the  bar  that 
separates  the  one  half  of  the  18th  century  from  the 
other:  and  among  the  ensuing  eminent  collectors, 
whose  brave  fix>nts  strike  us  with  respect,  is  General 
Dormer  :*  a  soldier  who,  I  warrant  you,  had  faced 
full  many  a  cannon,  and  stormed  many  a  rampart, 
with  courage  and  success.  But  he  could  not  resist  the 
raging  influence  of  the  Book-Mania:  nor  could  all 
his  embrasures  and  entrenchments  screen  him  from  the 
attacks  of  this  insanity.  His  collection  was  both  select 
and  valuable. 

We  have  before  noticed  the  celebrated  diplomatic 
character.  Consul  Smith,  and  have  spoken  with  due 
respect  of  his  library :  let  us  here,  therefore,   pass  by 

*  "  A  Catalogue  <{f  Ae  ffenuine  and  eUgaiU  Library  qf  de  late  Sir  C.>  C. 
DoRiOBy  collected  by  Lieutenant  General  James  Dormer;  which  will  be 
sold,  ho.,  by  Samuel  Baker,  at  his  house  in  York-Street,  Govent  Ghwden ;  to 
beypn  on  Monday,  February  the  20th,  1764,  and  to  continue  the  nineteen 
following  erenings."  At  the  end  of  the  catalogue  we  aie  told  that  the  books 
•were  "in  general  of  the  beet  editions,  and  in  the  finest  condition,  many  of  them 
in  large  paper,  bound  in  morocco,  gilt  leaves,"  &o.  This  was  a  very  choice 
coUeetion  of  books ;  consisting  almost  entirely  of  French,  Greek,  Latin,  Italian, 
and  Spanish.  The  number  of  articles  did  not  exceed  8082 ;  and  of  Tolumes, 
probaUy  not  7000.  The  catalogue  is  neatly  printed,  and  copies  of  it  on  large 
paper  are  exceedingly  scarce.     Among  the  most  curious  and  Taluable  articles 

are  the  following : ^no.  599.     Les   Glorieuses  Conquestes  de  Louis  le  Grand, 

par  Pontault,  en  maroquiii,    Fftris,  1678.    {"If,  B.    In  this  copy  many  very  fine 

and    tare  portraiUare  added,  engraved  by  ike  most  eminent  maetert,") n^.  604. 

Becueil  des  Maisons  Boyales,  fort  bien  grav^  par  Sylvestre,  &o.  (N.  B.  In 
the  book  was  the  following  note.  "  Ce  reeueU  dee  Maitons  RoyaUt  n*est  pcu 
wademoA  eompUl,  en  toutee  maniiret,  mats  on  y  a  ajoutS  plutiewrs  plans,  que  Von 

ne  troupent  que  tris  raremenL** no.  781.      Fabian's   Chronicle,  1559. 752^ 

Hall's  ditto.   1548. 751.     Higden's  Polychronicon.    1527.     (I   suspect  that 

Dr.  Askew  purchased  the  laige  paper  Hutchinson's  Xenophon,  and  Hudson's 
Thucydides.  n««.  2246,  2585.)-— n<».  2249.  Don  Quixote,  per  Cervantes. 
Madr.,  4to.,  1605.  In  hoc  libro  hiec  nota  est.  "  Ceey  est  Vedition  originale ;  U  y 
a  une  autre  du  mesme  annie,  imprimSe  en  quarto  d  Madrid,  mais  iv^primSe  apres 
etey,     J*ay  veu  Vautre,  et  je  let  ay  eomparez  avee  deux  autres  editions  du  mesme 

annie,  1605 ;  une  xmprimSe  d  Lidtonne,  en  4to.,  Fautre  en  Valentia,  en  870." 

n*.  2690.  Thnanus  by  Buckley,  on  large  paper,  in  14  voUmies,  foKo ;  a  mag- 
nificent copy,  illustrated  with  many  beautiful  and  rare  portraits  of  eminent 
characters,  mentioned  by  De  Thou.     (N.  B.  Thb  very  copy  was  recently  sold 

for  74/.) From  no.  2680  to  the  end  of  the  Catalogue  (401  artidoi)  there  i^- 

pears  a  choice  collection  of  Italian  and  Spanish  books. 
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him,*  in  order  to  take  a  full  and  complete  view  of  a 
Non-PareU   CJoIIector:  the    first    who,   after    the    days 
of  Richard    Smith,    succeeded    in   reviving  the  love  of 
black-letter  lore  and  of  Caxtonian   typography — need  V 
say  Jambs  West  ?t 


*  The  reader  has  had  a  suffioiently  particular  aoootuit  of  the  book- 
of  Consul  Smith,  at  p.  96,  ante,  to  render  any  further  diacnseion  mperfloooL 
As  these  libraries  were  collected  abroad,  the  catalogues  of  them 
in  the  place  here  referred  to. 

f  I  am  now  to  notice,  in  less  romantic  manner  than  LTsander,  a  edfleetfaB 
of  books,  in  English  Literature,  which,  for  rarity  And  valne,  in  a  piroportioBiti 
number,  have  never  been  equalled ;  I  mean  the  library  of  Jamxb  Wvt,  Bh]^ 
Prftident  qf  the  Royal  Satiety,  The  sale  oommonced  on  Bfaroh  80,  1771^  aid 
continued  for  the  twenty-three  following  days.  The  catalogue  was  djgwied  hj 
Samuel  Paterson,  a  man  whose  ability  in  such  undertakings  has  been  goMfiDy 
allowed.  The  titie  was  as  follows :  **  Bibuotheca  Westiaka  ;  A  CtOaiegm^ 
the  curiout  and  truly  valuable  library  of  the  late  Jambs  Wbst,  Esq.,  PruiieU 
of  the  Royal  Society,  deceased ;  comprehending^  a  choioe  cdlleotion  of  books  in 
various  languages,  and  upon  most  branches  of  polite  literature  :  more 
such  as  relate  to  the  history  and  antiquities  of  Great  Britain  and  Irelaiid ; 
early  navigators,  discoverers,  and  improvers,  and  the  amdent  Mitglitk  iikniimt : 
of  which  there  are  a  groat  number  of  uncommon  books  and  traots^  nliiaiiatsi! 
by  MS.  notes  and  original  letters,  and  embellished  with  soaroe  portnJto  and 
devices,  rarely  to  be  found :  including  the  woriu  of  Carton,  Lettoa,  ManhHais^ 
the  anonymous  St.  Albans  school-master,  Wynkyn  de  Wordo,  Pynsoo,  and  the 
rest  of  tho  old  English  tyxx>graphers.  Digested  by  Samuel  Patanon,  and  sold 
by  Messrs.  Langfords."    The  title-page  is  succeeded  by  the 

PREFACE. 

"  The  following  catalogue  exhibits  a  very  curious  and  unoommon  oolloetfaD  of 
printed  lK>oks  and  tracts.  Of  British  History  and  Antiquitiesy  and  of  Ran  OU 
English  Literature,  the  most  copious  of  any  which  has  appeared  for  severs]  yws 
poHt ;  formed  with  great  taste,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  anthers  and  efaa- 
racters,  by  that  judicious  critic  and  able  antiquary  the  late  Jamb  West,  "Eh^ 
President  of  the  Royal  Society.  Several  anonymous  writers  are  herein  bfongU 
to  light— many  works  enlarged  and  further  explained  by  their  respective 
and  editors — and  a  far  greater  number  illustrated  with  the  MS.  notes  and 
vations  of  some  of  our  most  respectable  antiquaries  :  among  whom  will  be  fooid 
the  revered  names  of  Camden,  Selden,  Spelman,  Somner,  Dugdale,  Gftsos^ 
Tanner,  Nicolson,  Gale,  Le  Neve,  Heame,  Anstisi,  Lewis,  St.  Amand,  Aata, 
Browne,  Willis,  Stukely,  Mr.  West,  &c.  But,  above  all,  the  intense  ^ppttostiaB 
and  unwearied  diligence  of  tho  admirable  Bishop  White  Konnetty  upon  ths 
ecclesiastical,  monastical,  constitutional,  and  topographical  histoty  of  OiMt 
Britain,  so  apparent  throughout  this  collection,  fundsh  matter  even  to  ssloaiA- 
ment ;  and  are  alone  sufficient  to  establish  the  reputation,  and  to  pctpetasle  ths 
memory,  of  this  illustrious  prolate,  without  any  other  monnmenta  off  bli 
ness."    "  In  an  age  of  general  inquiry,  like  the  present^  when  stadioa  Um 
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LoRBN.    AU  hail  to  thee — ^transcendant  bibliomaniac 
of  other  times!— of  times^  in  which  my  lather  lived, 

esting  give  plaoe  to  the  most  laodable  oariosity  and  thirst  after  faiTestSgatlng 
every  partioalar  relative  to  the  history  and  literature  of  our  own  country, 
nothing  less  than  an  elaborate  digest  of  this  valuable  library  oould  be  expected ; 
andy  as  a  supplement  to  the  history  of  English  literature,  more  desired. "  "  That 
task  the  Editor  has  cheerfully  undertaken  :  and,  he  flatters  himself,  executed  as 
well  as  the  short  time  allowed  would  permit  He  further  hopes,  to  the  satisfao- 
tion  of  such  who  are  capable  of  judging  of  its  utility  and  importance. "  "  The 
lovers  of  engraved  Eoglish  portraits  (a  spedes  of  modem  oonnoisseurshlp  which 
appears  to  have  been  first  started  by  the  late  noble  Earl  of  0xf6rd,  afterwards 
taken  up  by  Mr.  West,  Mr.  Nicolls,  editor  of  Cromwell's  State-Papers,  Mr. 
Ames,  &C.,  and  since  perfected  by  the  Muse  of  Strawberry-Hill,  the  Bev.  Wm. 
Granger,  and  some  few  more  ingenious  collectors)  may  here  look  to  find  a  con- 
siderable number  of  singular  and  scarce  heads,  and  will  not  be  disappointed  in 
their  search."  Thus  much  Paterson ;  who,  it  must  be  confessed,  has  promised 
more  than  he  has  performed :  for  the  catalogue,  notwithstanding  it  was  the  second 
which  was  published  (the  first  being  by  a  different  hand,  and  most  barbarously 
oompiled)  might  have  exhibited  better  method  and  taste  in  its  execution.  Never 
were  rare  and  magnificent  books  more  huddled  together  and  smothered,  as  it 
were,  than  in  this  catalogue.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  an  analysis  of  Mr.  West^s 
Collection. 

1.  Volumes  qf  MisceUanuous  Tracts. 
These  volumes  extend  from  no.  148  to  200,  from  915  to  992,  from  1201  to 
13S0,  and  from  no.  1401  to  1480. — Among  them  are  some  singularly  choice  and 
curious  articles.    The  following  is  but  an  imperfect  specimen. 
HO.  £.  #.  d, 

154.    Atkyns  on  Printing,  tnth  iht  frontispiece,  &c.,  &c.,  4to. 
164.    G.  Whetstone's  Honorable  Profession  of  a  Soldier,  1586,  &a,  4to. 
179.    Life  and  death  of  Wolsey,  1641,  &c 
183.    Nashe's  Lenten  Stuffe,  with  the  Praise  of  the  Bed  Herring, 

1599,  &C.  4to.  (the  three  articles  together  did  not  exceed)    .       .    0  12    0 
188.    A.  Momynge  Remembrance,  had  at  the  Moneth  Mynde  of  the 
Noble  Prynces  Countesse  of  Rychmonde,  &c.    Wynkyn  de  Worde, 

&c  4to. 2    2    0 

194.  Oh  1  read  over  Dr.  John  Bridges,  for  it  is  a  worthie  Worke, 
&c.  bL  letter,  &o.  4to.  Strange  and  fearful  Newes  from  Plasto, 
near  Bow,  in  the  house  of  one  Paul  Fox,  a  Silk  Weaver, 
where  is  dally  to  be  seeno  throwing  of  Stones,  Bricbats, 
Oyster-shells,  Bread,  cutting  his  Work  in  Pieces,  breaking 
his  Windows,  &o.  No  date,  4to. 
1477.  Leylande's  Journey  and  Serohe,  given  of  hym  as  a  Newe 
Yeares  Gyfte  to  E.  Henry  8th,  enlarged  by  Bale,  bL  letter,  1549, 

8vo,  (with  three  other  curious  articles.) 0  17    6 

1480.  A  disclosing  of  the  great  Bull  and  certain  Calves  that  he  hath  gotten, 
and  especially  the  Monster  Bull  that  roared  at  my  Lord  Byshop's  gate. 
BI.  letter,  pr.  by  Daye.    No  date.  4to. 

The  preceding  affords  but  a  very  inadequate  idea  of  the  "  pithie,  pleasant, 
and  profitable  "  discourses  and  tracts  which  abounded  among  the  misceUaneous 


0  12    6 
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and  procured,  at  the  sale  of  thy  precious  book-treasures, 
not  a  few  of  those  rare  volumes  which  have  so  mudi 
gladdened  the  eyes  of  Lisardo. 

articles  of  Mr.  West's  libnurj.  Whatever  be  the  defeots  of'  moden  liteiaUiw^ 
it  mnst  be  allowed  that  we  are  not  quite  n  eoons  in  the  Ullh  pti$m  of  our  booiOL 

2.  Divinity, 
This  comprehended  a  Tast  mass  of  information,  under  the  following  genend 
title.    Scarce  Tracts  :  Old  and  New  Testaments  (including  almost  all  the  fint 
English  editions  of  the  New  Testament,  which  are  now  of  the  rarest  oconrrenoi^: 
Commentators:   Ecclesiastical   History:    Polemics:    DevoticHU,  OsthoUe  and 
CalTinistical :   Enthusiasm:   Monastical    Histoiy:  Lives  of  Saints:   FktlMn: 
Missionaries:  Martyrs:  Modem  Divines  and  Persons  of  emtneni  inety:  Krae 
Thinkers :  Old  English  Primers :  Meditations  :  Some  of  the  eariieBt  Popish  and 
Puritanical  Controversy :  Sermons  by  old  English  I>ivineSy  fte.    In  the  whole 
560  articles :  probably  about  1200  volumes.    These  general  heads  are  enlBiThit 
to  satisfy  the  bibliographer  that,  with  such  an  indefatigable  ooUeotor  as  was  Mb 
West,  the  greater  part  of  the  theological  books  must  have  been  eztzemaly  me 
and  curious.    From  so  many  CaxUms,  Wynkyn  de  Wordet,  Pyntotu,  Sc^  it  mmld 
be  difScult  to  select  a  fev  which  should  give  a  specimen  of  the  value  of  the 
rest    Suffice  it  to  observe  that  such  a  duster  of  Black  Ldtar  Oemtg  in  thia 
department  of  English  literature,  has  never  since  been  seen  in  any  sale  oaftilogiiau 

8.  Education,   Language,    Critieimn,  Ckutict,    Dietionaritif   Cataioput  ff 

JUbrarieif  dbe» 

There  were  about  700  volumes  in  these  departments.  The  catalognea  of  Enfl^sli 
books,  from  that  of  Maunsell  in  1695,  to  the  latest  before  Mr.  West's  time^ 
nearly  complete.  The  treatises  on  education,  and  translations  of  the 
classics,  comprehended  a  curious  and  uncommon  odlleotion.  The  Cteoek  and 
Latin  Classics  were  rather  select  than  rare. 

4.  English  Poetry,  Jiomajtees,  catd  Mitedlanies. 
This  interesting  part  of  the  collection  comprehended  about  355  articles,  or 
probably  about  750  volumes  :  and,  if  the  singularly  rare  and  curious  booiks  which 
may  be  found  under  these  heads  atone  were  now  to  be  concentrated  in  one 
library,  the  owner  of  them  might  safely  demand  4000  guineas  for  anch  a  treasure ! 
I  make  no  doubt  but  that  his  Majesty  is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  the 
number  of  articles  under  all  the  foregoing  heads. 

5.  PhUotophy,  Mathematics,  Iwfenti&iu,  Agriculture,  aud  MortieuUmn, 

Medicine,  Cookery,  Surgery,  Ac 
Two  hundred  and  forty  articles,  or  about  500  volumes. 

6.  CkewUstry,  NaiuraX  History,  Astrology,  Sorcery,  Oigamtoiogy. 
Probably  not  more  than  100  volumes.    The  word  "  Qigantology,''  fint  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Paterson,  I  believe,  into  the  English  laogoags^  was  naod  by  the 
French  more  than  two  centuries  ago.    See  no.  2108  in  the  oatalogoe. 

7*  History  and  Antiquities. 

This  comprehended  a  great  number  of  curioas  and  valuable  pioduotiiMW, 
both  to  foreign  and  domestic  transactions. 


\ 
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Bblin.  I  presume  yon    mean^    dear  brother,  some  of 
those    Nock '  looking    gentlemen,      bound    in    fancifully 


8.  Heraldry  and  Oauaiogy, 

An  eqiud  number  of  curious  and  scaroe  articles  may  be  found  under  these  heads. 

9.  AntieiU  Legendt  and  ChrmUdes, 

To  the  English  antiquary,  few  departments  of  literature  are  more  interesting 
than  this.  Mr.  West  seems  to  have  paid  particular  attention  to  it,  and  to  have 
enriched  his  library  with  many  articles  of  this  description  of  the  rarest  occur- 
rence. The  lovers  of  Gaxton,  Fabian,  Hardyng,  Hall,  .Grafton,  and  Holinshed, 
may  be  highly  gratified  by  inspecting  the  various  editions  ci  those  old  chroniclers. 
I  entreat  the  diligent  bibliographer  to  examine  the  first  8  articles  of  page  209 
of  the  catalogue.  Alasl  when  will  such  gems  again  glitter  at  one  sale?  The 
fortunate  period  for  collectors  is  gone  by :  a  knowledge  of  books  almost  every 
where  prevails.  At  York,  at  Exeter,  at  Manchester,  and  at  Bristol,  as  well  as 
in  London,  this  knowledge  may  be  found  sometimes  on  the  dusty  stall,  as  well 
as  in  the  splendid  shop.  The  worth  of  books  begins  to  be  considered  by  a 
different  standard  from  that  of  the  quantity  of  gold  on  the  exterior  1  We  are 
now  for  "drinking  detp,**  as  well  as  "toitingt*  But  I  crave  pardon  for  this 
digression,  and  lose  sight  of  Mr.  West's  uniqu/tt, 

'10.  Topography, 

Even  to  a  veteran  like  the  late  Mr.  Oough,  such  a  collection  as  may  be  found 
from  p.  217  to  289  of  the  catalogue,  would  be  considered  a  very  first-rate  acqui- 
sition. I  am  aware  that  the  Gothic  wainscot  and  stained  glass  windows  of 
Mnfdd  Study  enshrined  a  still  more  exquisite  t(^pographical  oolleotion  1  But  we 
are  improved  since  the  days  of  Mr.  West;  and  every  body  knows  to  whom 
these  improvements  are,  in  a  great  measure,  to  be  attoibuted  I  When  I  call  to 
mind  the  author  of  "  British  Topograph;^*  and  *'  Sepuiehral  Monuments,"  I  am 
not  insensible  to  the  taste,  diligence,  and  erudition  of  the  "  par  nobQe  fratrum," 
who  have  gratified  us  with  the  "  Environs  ofLond(m"  and  the  three  volumes  of 
*' Magna  Britannia  T  Catalogues  of  Mr.  West's  library,  with  the  sums  for 
which  the  books  were  sold,  are  now  found  with  difficulty,  and  bring  a  consider- 
able price.  The  late  Mr.  G.  Baker,  who  had  a  surprisingly  curious  collection  of 
priced  catalogues,  was  in  possession  of  the  original  sale  one  of  West's  library. 
It  is  interleaved,  and,  of  course,  has  the  prioes  and  names  of  the  purchasers. 
Mr.  Heber  has  also  a  priced  copy,  with  the  names,  which  was  executed  by  my 
industrious  and  accurate  predecessor,  William  Herbert,  of  typographico-anti- 
qaarian  renown.  The  number  of  articles,  on  the  whole,  was  4658 ;  and  of  the 
▼olumes  as  many  articles  were  single,  probably  about  8000.  Ample  as  some 
**  pithy''  reader  may  imagine  the  foregoing  analysis  to  be,  I  cannot  find  it  in  my 
heart  to  suffer  such  a  collection,  as  was  the  Bibliotheea  Westiasia,  to  be  here 
dismissed  in  so  summary  a  manner.  Take,  therefore,  "  pleasaunt"  reader,  the 
following  account  of  the  prices  for  which  some  of  the  aforesaid  book-gems  were 
■old.  They  are  presented  to  thee  as  a  matter  of  curiosity  only ;  and  not  as  a 
criterion  of  their  present  value.  And  as  Master  Caxtom  has  of  late  become 
so  popular  amongst  us,  we  will  see,  inter  alios,  what  some  of  the  books  printed 
by  so  "simple  a  i>erson"  produced  at  this  renowned  sale. 
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marked  coats  of  morocco^  and  waslied  and  ironed  within 
(for  you  collectors  must  have  recourse  to  a  woman's 
occupation)  with  so  much  care  and  nicety    that   even 

NO.  £  i.  d, 

564.  Salesbury  (Wyllyam)  his  Dictionary  in  Englyshe  and  Wdaba, 
moste  necessary  to  all  such  Welsbemen  as  wil  spedly  leame  the 
English  tongue,  &o.    Printed  by  Waley,  1547,  4to 0  17  0 

566.  Mulcastor  (Rich.)  of  the  right  writing  of  our  English  Tang. 
Imp.  by  VatUroUier,  1582,  4to 0   2  6 

575.  Florio's  Frutee  to  he  gathered  of  12  trees  of  diTers  but  delygfat- 
fule  tastes  to  the  Tongues  of  Italians  and  Englishmen,  also  his 
Qardea  of  Recreation,  Ac,,  1591,  4to 0   6  6 

580.    Eliot's  Indian  Grammar,  M9ti^:' 0    4  0 

Thus  much  for  Grammatical  Tbaots. 

808.  The  fyve  Bokes  of  Moses,  wythe  the  Prologes  of  Wyllyam  Tyn- 
dale,  b.  b.  1584,  printed  in  different  charaeten  at  differtid  perUtdaf 
8vo 440 

813.  The  Actes  of  the  Apostles  translated  into  Englyshe  metre,  by 
Chrystofer  Tye,  Doctor  in  musyke,  with  notes  to  lynge,  and  also 
to  play  upon  the  luto.    Printed  by  Seres,  1553, 12mo.       .       .        •    0  11   6 

819.  The  Newe  Testament,  with  the  Prologes  of  Wyllyam  Tyjudala, 

cuts,  printed  at  Andwarp,  &c.,  1584,  12mo 0  18   0 

820.  The  same,  with  the  same  cuts,  emprynted  at  Antwerpe^  by 

M.  Crom,  1538,  ajine  copy,  in  morocco  binding  (title  wanting)    •        .240 

1341.  The  GkMpels  of  the  fewer  Evangelists,  translated  in  the  olda 
Saxons  l^e,  &c  Sax.  and  Eng.  Imprinted  by  Daye^  1571« 
4to lis  0 

1383.  The  Discipline  of  the  Kirk  of  Sbotlande,  snbsoribet  by  the 
Handes  off  Superintendentes,  one  parte  off  liinisters,  and  acribefe 
in  cure  generalle  Assemblies  ad  Edenboui^,  28  Deoemb.*  1566. 
NotUU.    4to 110 

1714.  The  most  sacred  Bible,  recognised  with  great  diUgenoe  by 
Richard  Tayemor,  &o.,  printed  by  Bydddl  fcr  BartkeUl,  1SS9,  in 
russia,         .  > 850 

1716.    The  Byble  in  Englyshe  of  the  lai){est  and  greatest  volumeiy  &a 

Printed  by  Qrafion,  1541,  FoUo 18  0 

1870.  Speculum  Vito  Christi,  the  Booke  that  is  doped  the  Myrnmre 
of  the  blessed  Lyf  of  Jhosu  Crysto,  emprynted  by  Caxton,  ioL,  no 
date,  fine  copy  in  morocco. 990 

1871-    The  prouffytable  Boke  for  Mannes  Soule,  &o.,  emprynted  ly 

Caxton,  foL,  no  date,  a  fine  copy  in  morocco 6   0  0 

1873.  Cordyale,  or  of  the  fowre  last  Thynges,  &o.,  emprynted  by  Cox- 

Urn,  \4Sfi,io\.,  fine  copy  in  morocco. 14   0  0 

1874.  The  Pyl^^mage  of  the  Sowle,  &o.,  1488,  folio,  emprymM  by 
Caxton : 8  17   6 

1875.  The  Booke  entytled  and  named  Ryal,  kc.,  intndaiod  and 
printed  by  Caxton,  1484,  fine  morooco  copy, 10  0   0 
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the  eyes  of  our  ancient  Rebecca,  with  "  spectacle  on 
nose"  to  booty  could  hardly  detect  the  cunning  conceit 
of  your  binder ! 


na  £  s,   d. 

1876.    The  Arte  and  Crafte  to  knowe  well  to  dye ;  hxuulaied  and 

pryTited  by  CaxUm,  1490,  folio. 5    2    6 

So  take  we  leave  of  DiviKiTT  I 

1047.  Hairs  Viigidemiarom,  Ub.  vi.  1699,  1602, 12mo.  "  B(r.  Pope's 
copy,  who  presented  it  to  Mr.  West,  telling  him  that  he  esteemed 
them  the  best  poetry  and  truest  satire  in  the  English  language." 
(N.B.  These  satires  were  incorrectly  published  in  1768,  8to.  :  a 
republication  of  them,  with  pertinent  notes,  would  be  very  accept- 
able.)       0  18    0 

1658.    Churchyard's  Works ;  8  toIs.  in  1,  very  eUgani,  bl.  letter.        . '    8  13    6 

1816.    The  Passe  Tyme  of  Pleasure,  ko,,  printed  by    Wynkyn  dt 

Warde,  1517,  4to.,  fine  copy 8    8    0 

r  Merie  conceited  Jests  of  (George  Peele,  Gent.  1607,  4to.  ^ 

182r.     i  Robin  the  Devil,  his  two  penni-worth  of  Wit  in  half  a  I       0  18    6 
V     penni-worth  of  paper,  &a,  1607,  4to.        •       •        .     .  J 

1846.  The  Hye  Waye  to  the  Spyttell  Hous ;  printed  by  the  com- 

pyler  Bob.  Copland,  no  date. .       .       : 0    6    6 

(  Another  copy  <tf  the  Spyttell  House ;    "  A  thousande  ^ 
I      fyve  hundredth  fortye  and  foure,"  no  printer's  name, 

1847.  -]      mark,  or  date,  4to 

I  Here  begynneth  a  lytell   propre  Jeet»    called   Cryste 
i^     Crosse  me  spede,  a  b  c 

2274.    Chaucer's  Work ;  first  edition,  empraUyd  by  CaxU)n,  folio,  in 

nemo. 47  15    6 

2280.  Troylus  and  Creseyde,  prirUed  b  Caxt&n,  folio.        .        .     10  10    0 

2281.  Booke  of  Fame,  printed  by  CcLxton,  folio 4    5    0 

2297.  Gower  de  Confessione  AmantiB ;  printed  by  Caxton,  1488,  folio, 

in  morocco, 990 

2282.  The  Bokys  of  Haukyng  and  Hunting;  printed  at  Seynt  AlboM^ 

1486,  folio :  fine  copy  in  morocco* •        •    13    0    0 

And  here  farewell  Poetbt  ! 


1  11    6 


1678.    The  Booke  of  the  moste  victoryouse  Prynce,  Guy  of  Warwick. 

Impr,  by  W.  Copland,  4to 110 

1688.    The  Historye  of  Graunde  Amoure  and  la  bell  Pucel,  &o.  Impr. 

by  John  Wayland,  1554,  4to.  .        .        .        .'       .        .        .        .12    0 

1685.    The  Historye  of  Olyver  of  Castylle,  &c    Impr.  by  Wynkyn 

de  Worde,  1518,  4to 1  12    0 

1656.    The  Booke  of  the  Ordre  of  Chyvalry  or  Knyghthode.    Trant- 
lated  and  printed  by  William  Caxton;  no  date,  a  fine  copy  in 

russia,  4to 550 

(Shall  I  put  one,  or  one  hundred  marks — not  of  admiration  but  of 
astonishment— at  this  price  ?  t  but  go  on  kind  reader !) 

2480.    The  Boke  of  Jason  :  emprynted  by  Caxton,  folio.        .  .440 
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LoRKN.  Spare  my  feelings  and  yoar  own  rqntation, 
if  you  wish  to  appreciate  jiLstly  the  noble  craft  of  boot- 
repairing,  &c. — But  proceed,  dear  Lysander. 

LvsAND.     You  cannot  have  a  greater  aflectton  towarls 


S481.    Tbo  Bolto  of  Fayttw  of  Aiehqi  and  of  ChyralrfO,  evpryiHal  b/ 

Caxbm,  1«»,  Mio. W  I"  « 

25E2.    Tbf  stairs,  &o.,  of  the  Knjght  Puts,  ondof  tbofsTn  Vfonna, 

bc.l4S5,  fal.,  fninibifeif  aiu{jn-]'iiUi(>y  CfurtM.     .        .        .       .    U  (I  n 
But  why  should  I  ^  U»  h»»ni|*  pmcbivl 

taaiXj  Iho  "bult  rf 
the  OutonUn  vohiim 
in  tliia  celiutiiQ  lor 
his  Unjeatji't  Uhnuj. 
It  wu  aid  atmad  thui 


kvisli«d  vmy  1^ 
king's  laaoej  in  'mj- 
bg  old  bbck-bUK 
books."  ApMllfB- 
dtosn  of  UoMid 
ftway  107*1  110119, 
tnily  1  I**™  B  •*• 
another  tbmg,  «•)- 
Doctod  nitli  tll«»- 
MlluMt    (I  QiMk«> 

a  metaphynieiiin  may  Uiiuk — aa  a  iwA  I 


CAXTON. 


old 
Qea 

jostys  booluellor,  told 
me,  with  his  unial 
plcoBUitr;  and  point, 
tluit  lie  gDt  abused  in 
tlio  public  papers,  by 
Almoa  and  othora,  for 

bibliomanuio— and,  perhaps,  ..    .. ,_^ , _..    . 

pass  !)  with  those  invaluable  pmebuses ; — hia  Majesty,  in  bis  ditaotiOM  lo  Kf. 
Nicol,  forbade  any  compotition  with  those  purohBiers  who  i»«nt«d  boi4»  d 
science  and  bctles-lettrss  for  tbair  own  pfofcaioHat  or  iiUrary  pntsniM^  ttm 
using,  1  weoD,  the  powers  of  his  purse  in  a.  manner  at  sDca  meicifal  and  no.— 
"  O  si  sio"'— may  wb  say  to  maoy  a  heavy-moUllod  book-auction  WMiomaiiiie  <i 
the  present  day  l-~-01d  Tom  Payne,  the  father  of  the  respecUble  Mr.  ^tjta,  d 
PaU-MsU,  used  to  tell  Mr.  NictiQL—pmdenU  feulA— that  bs  bad  baea  "lUBlt 
all  the  Caxtohs  !"  "  Many  a  copy,"  quoth  ho,  "  bath  that  io  my  Aof  it  l*» 
guinea*  1"  Mr.  NicBOLS,  in  his  amusing  bi(^iaphy  of  Bov3rer,  haa  Dot  dgnM 
so  larg«  a  portion  of  his  pagaa  to  the  description  of  Mr.  West'i  ooUei^ian,  1if«k 
and  character,  as  ha  has  to  many  collectors  who  bare  been  lege  aminanUy  diM 
tinguishsd  in  the  bibliographical  world.  Whether  this  was  Uie  result  of  ^ 
paucity,  or  inuoncfniity,  of  hit  matorials,  or  nhather,  from  feelings  of  doUoacy  bt 
migfat  not  eboase  to  declare  all  be  knew,  are  points  Into  iThic:h  I  have  txiUiW 
right  nor  indinaUon  to  enquire.  There  seems  every  roaeon  to  ooitclud«  that, 
from  youth.  West  had  an  clogant  and  well-directed  taste  in  luattera  of  lilaia- 
ture  and  the  fine  arts.  As  onrly  as  the  year  1720,  be  shewed  the  moniGoDM 
of  his  disposition,  in  these  respoctfl,  by  befriending  Beanie  with  a  ' 
bii  AMiquitia  qf  Oltulelbmy ;  see  p.  23£— which  was  executed,  Rafi  BoarMk 
"Sumptibus omatJiaimiamiciaaimiquo Javenis  (mulUiaaee  ttoiniitibua de 
Dostris  optima  meriti)  Jxcoai  Wist,"  fio.    So  in  his  pief,  to^<fa«  lU 
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the  memory  of  the  collector  of  the  BibUotheca  Westiofia 
than  myself.  Hark — !  or  is  it  only  a  soft  mnrmnr  from 
a  congr^^tion  of  autumnal  zephyrs ! — but  methought  I 
h^ard  a  sound,  as  if  calling  upon  us  to  look  well  to  the 
future  fate  of  our  libraries — to  locdc  well  to  their  being 
creditably  catalogued — ''For"  (and  indeed  it  is  the 
voice  of  West's  spirit  that  speaks)  ''my  collection  was 
barbarously  murdered ;  and  hence  I  am  doomed  to  wan- 
der for  a  century,  to  give  warning  to  the  *******,******, 
and  ****♦*,  of  the  day,  to  execute  this  useful  task  with 
their  own  hands!  Tes;  evoi  the  name  of  Paterson 
has  not  saved  my  collection  from  censure ;  but  his  hands 
were  then  young  and  inexperienced— yet  I  suffer  from 
this  innocent  error  V*  Ajn^lj,  away,  vexed  spirit — and 
let  thy  head  rest  in  peace  beneath  the  sod  ! 

AiJtf  AN.  For  heaven's  sake,  into  what  society  are  we  in- 
troduced, sister?  AU  mad — ^book  mad !  but  I  hope  harmless; 

Lysand.    Allay  your  apprehensions;  for,  though  we 


dt  fi0&.  gtd.   OlaMon  : — "  antiquitatum  ac  hiBtoriarum  nostrarum  stadiosus  in 
primis— JaoobuB  West"  p.   xx.    And  in  his   Walter  ffemmgford,  we  have:— 
«' fragmentom,  ad  dvitatem  Ozonienaem  pertinens,  admodnm  egregium,  mihi 
dono  dedit  amicus  ezimius  Jacobus  West — ^is  quem  klibi  juvenem  omatissimuai 
appellaTi/'  ko.,  p.  428.    How  the  promise  of  an  abundant  harrest,  in  the 
mature  years  of  so  excellent  a  young  man,  was  realised,  the  celebrity  of  West, 
throughout  Europe,  to  his  dying  day,  is  a  su£Soient  demonstration.    I  conclude 
with  the  foUowing;   which  is  literally  from    Mchols's    Anecdotes   of  Bowyer. 
''Jamea  West,  of  Alsoott,  in  the  county  of  Warwick,  Esq.,  M.  A.,  of  Baliol 
College,  Oxford,  (son  of  fUchard  West,  said  to  be  descended,  according  to 
family  tradition,  from  Leonard,  a  younger  son  of  Thomas  West,  Lord  Delawar, 
who  died  in  1626)  was  representatiye  in  parliament  for  St.  Alban's,  in  1741 ;  and 
being  appointed  one  of  the  joint  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  held  that  office 
till  17^    In  17^  or  1766,  his  old  patron  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  obtained 
for  him  a  pension  of  2000/.  a  year.    He  was  an  early  member,  and  one  of  the 
Vice  Presidents,  of  the  Antiquary  Society ;  and  was  first  Treasurer,  and  after- 
wards President,  of  the  Royal  Society.    He  married  the  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Sir  Thomas  Stephens,  timber  merchant,  in  Southwark,  with  whom  he  had  a 
large  fortune  in  houses  in  Botherhithe ;  and  by  whom  he  had  a  son,  James 
West,  Esq.,  now  (1782)  of  Alscott,  one  of  the  Auditors  of  the  Land-Tax,  and 
sometime  Member  of  Parliament  for  Boroughbridge,  in  Yorkshire  (who  in  1774 
married  the  daughter  of  Christopher  Wren,  of  Wroxhall  in  Warwickshire,  Esq.), 
and  had  two  daughters.    Mr.  West  died  in  July,  1772.    His  large  and  Valuable 
collection  of  Manusoriftb  was  sold  to  the  Barl  of  Shellnime,  and  is  now  de- 
posited in  the  British  Museum. 
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may  have  the  energies  of  the  lion,  we  have  the  gentle 
ness  of  the  ^'  unweaned  Iamb/'  But,  in  describing  so 
many  and  such  discordant  characters,  how  can  I  pro- 
ceed in  the  jog-trot  way  of— "next  comes  such  a  one — 
and  then  follows  another — ^and  afterwards  proceeds  a 
third,  and  now  a  fourth  !  1" 

Alman.  Sir,  you  are  right,  and  I  solicit  your  for- 
giveness. If  I  have  not  sufficient  bookish  enthusiasm 
to  fall  down  and  worship  your  Caxtordan  Deity,  Jahrs 
West,  1  am  at  least  fully  disposed  to  concede  him  every 
excellent  and  amiable  quality  which  sheds  lustre  upon 
a  literary  character. 

Lysand.  All  offence  is  expiated :  for  look,  the  sjnrit 
walks  off  calmly — and  seems  to  acknowledge,  with  sa- 
tisfaction, such  proper  sentiments  in  the  breast  of  one 
whose  father  and  brother  have  been  benefitted  by  his 
book  treasures. 

The  rapturous,  and,  I  fear  you  will  think,  the  wiM 
and  incoherent,  manner  in  which  I  have  noticed  the 
sale  of  the  Bibliotheca  WesHana  had  nearly  driven  firom 
my  recollection  that,  in  the  preceding,  the  same,  and 
subsequent,  year,  there  was  sold  by  auction  a  very 
curious  and  extraordinary  collection  of  books  and 
Prints  belonging  to  honest  Tom  Martin,*  of  Palgrave^ 

*  "  Hereafter  followeth"  rather  a  rough  outline  of  the  contents  of  honest  ^n 
Martin's  miscellaneous  and  curious  collection.  To  the  rvth  part  I  haTO  added 
a  few  prices,  and  hut  a  few.  I  respect  too  much  the  quiet  and  oomfoft  of  ths 
present  race  of  bibliomaniacs,  to  inflame  their  minds  by  a  longer  eztivet  of  snbb 
tantalizing  sums  given  for  some  of  the  most  extraordinary  Tolumes  in  iCngHA 

Literature. 1.    A  CaiaXogv^  of  the  Library  of  Mr.  Thomas  Mabtzv,  of  AZ- 

ffrave,  in  Suffolk,  lately  deceased,    Lynn,  Printed  by   W,  WhitHnffhawi,  1772,  9fQ. 
With  a  portrait  engraved  by  Lambom,  from  a  painting  of  BaidweD.    5240s. 

articles ;  with  15  pages  of  Appendix,  containing  MSS ^n^.  86.  Juliana  Bames 

on  Hawking,  &c.,  black-letter,  wants  a  leaf,  folio.  66.  Chaimcey'a  History  of 
Hertfordshire,  with  maiginal  notes,  by  P.  Le  Neve,  Esq.,  1700,  folio.  757, 
Scriptores  Rerum  Brunsvicensinm,  8  vols,  folio,  1707.  ("N.  B.  Only  8  sets  m 
England  at  the  accession  of  Geo.  HI.")— — n.  A  CaieJ4tffue  qf  ike  very  atrimt 
and  numeroui  collection  of  AfanuscripU  of  Thomas  MARTnr,  Esq.,  qf  St/Jolk, 
lately  deceased.  Consisting  of  Pedigrees,  Genealogies,  Heraldic  Papers,  Old 
Deeds,  Charters,  Sign  Manuals,  Autographs,  &c.,  likewise  some  very  rare  old 
printed  books.    Sold  by  auction  by  Baker  and  Leigh,  April  28,  1778,  8vo.    The 
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in  SojBblk :    a  collector  of  whom,  if  I  remember  rightly, 
Herbert  has,  upon  several  occasions,  spoken  with  a  sort 


M88.  (of  many  of  whkh  EdmonBon  was  a  purohaser)  oonsisted  of  181  artiolefl, 
ending  wtth  "The  15  O's,  in  old  Engliih  vene—St  Bridget"  Among  the  10 
▼ohimee  only  of  "  Soaroe  Printed  Booki"  were  the  following :— n<».  188. 
Bdwaxda*  Fteadyse  of  daynty  Derices,  1577.  196.  The  Holy  life  of  Saynt 
Wcrbmgey  printed  by  Pynson,  1521.     The  Lyfe  of  Saynte  Badegonde,    by 

l^noion.    Lyfe  of  Saynt  Eatherine,  printed  by  Waley,  4to. ^m.  4  Cataloffu* 

qftke  remaming  Pari  qf  the  valuable  Colleetion  <^  the  kUe  weU  tnmm  Anttquary, 
Mr.  BIabtin,  qfPalffrave,  Suffolk :  consisting  of  many  very  Taloable  and  ancient 
Manuscripts  on  Tellum,  early  printed  black-letter  Books,  and  several  other  scarce 
Books ;  his  Law  Library,  Deeds,  Grants,  and  Pedigrees ;  a  valuable  ooUeotioa 
of  Drawings  and  Prints,  by  the  best  masters— and  his  CoUeotion  of  Greek,  Boman, 
Saxon,  and  English  Coins— with  some  ouriositiea.  Sold  by  auction  by  Baker 
and  Leigh,  18th  May,  1774.  8to.  This  collection  consisted  of  587  articles, 
exolosiyely  of  the  coins,  &a,  which  were  75  in  number.    Among  the  printed 

books  were  several  very  curious  ones ;  such  as ^no.  88.    The  Death   and 

Martyrdom  of  Campione  the  Jesuite,  1581,  8vo.  124  Heywood's  "If  yon 
know  not  me,  you  know  nobody,"  1628,  4to.  "  This  has  a  wood-cut  of  the 
whole  length  of  Q.  Elizabeth,  and  is  very  scarce.*'  188.  Fabyan's  Chronicle. 
This  I  take  it  was  the  first  edition.  186.  Promptuarium  Parvulorum.  Pynson, 
foHo,  1499.  See  Heame's  Peter  Langtofb,  vol  xL,  624-5.  228.  Dives  et  Pauper ; 
yis  Tretyys  ben  dyvydit  into  elevene  partys,  and  e/ry  part  is  dyvidit  into 
cfaapitalis.  "The  above  extremely  curious  and  valuable  Manuscript  on  vellum 
is  wrote  on  539  pages.  Vide  Leland,  vol.  iL,  452  :  Bale,  609.  Pits,660.  MS.,  4to.'' 
286.  Original  Proclamations  of  Q.  Elisabeth,  folio.  *'  A  most  rare  collection, 
and  of  very  great  value  :  the  Earl  of  Oxford  once  offered  Mr.  Martin  one  hundred 
guineas  for  them,  which  ho  refused."  Qu.  what  they  aold  for  t  287.  The  Pas^^e 
of  the  People ;  tiie  Cronydes  of  dyvers  Bealmys,  and  most  qpecTally  of  the 
Realme  of  En^^ond,  Ac.,  by  John  BastelL  An  elegant  copy,  in  the  original 
binding,  large  folio,  black-letter,  London,  1529.  '*  Supposed  to  be  only  two  or 
three  copies  existing ;"  but  see  page  837,  ante.  The  folio  Manuscripts,  extend- 
ing ton®.  845,  are  very  curious;  especially  the  first  60  nimibers. nr.  BiJbliO' 

thsca  Martimana.  A  Catalogue  of  the  entire  Library  qf  the  late  emmmt  Antijuary 
Mr.  Thomas  Mabtin,  qf  Suffolk.  Containing  some  thousand  volumes  in  every 
Language,  Art,  and  Science^  a  large  collection  of  the  scarcest  early  Printers, 
and  some  hundreds  of  Manuscripts,  &c.,  which  will  begin  to  be  sold  very  cheap, 
on  Saturday,  June  5  (1773).  By  Martin  Booth  and  John  Berry,  Booksellers, 
at  their  Warehouse  in  the  Angel  Yard,  Market  Place,  Norwich,  and  continue 
on  sale  only  two  months :  8vo.  This  Catalogue  is  full  of  curious,  rare,  and 
interesting  books  ;  containing  4895  articles  ;  all  priced.  Take,  as  a  sample,  the 
following: 

VO.  f.    d^ 

4071*    Wynkyn  de  Wordo's  reprint  of  Juliana  Bemers'  book  of  Haw- 
king, &c.,  1496,  foUo,  1^  11«.  6d :  no.  4292.    Copland's  ditto  of  ditto, 

fair 7    6 

4099.    A  collection  of  Old  Romances  in  the  Dutch  Language,  with  wood- 
cuts, very  fan-,  1544  to  1556,  folio 10     6 

4169.    Horace's  Art  of  poetry,  by  Drant,  1567,  4to.  ....    8    6 

2  c 
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of  veneration.  If  Lavater's  system  of  physiognomy 
happen  to  receive  your  approbation,  you  will  conclude, 
upon  contemplating  Tom's  frank  countenance — of  whidi 
a  cut  precedes  the  title-page  of  the  first  catalogue- 
that  the  collector  of  Palgrave  must  have  been  "a  fine 
old  fellow,"  Martin's  book-pursuits  were  miscellaneous, 
and  perhaps  a  little  too  wildly  followed  up ;  yet  some 
good  fortune  contributed  to  furnish  his  collection  with 
volumes  of  singular  curiosity. 

But  I  proceed.  The  commotions  excited  in  the  book 
world,  by  means  of  the  sales  of  the  Biblioiheca  WesHoM 
and  Martiniana,  had  hardly  ceased,  when  a  similar 
agitation  took  place  from  the  dispersion  of  the  Monaatk 
Library  which  once  belonged  to  Serjeant  Fletewodb;* 

NO.  *•    * 

4234.  A  certayne  Trogfedye,  &c.,  entitled,  Freewil,  wants  title,  very  Imir 

and  scarce,  4to.  50 

4254.     Historio  of  Prince  Arthur  and  his  Knights  of  the  Boand  Table, 

1634,  4to 7    • 

4336.    The  Life  off  the  70  Archbishopp  off  Canterbury  presentlyo  nttinge, 

&c    Imprinted  in  1574,  8vo.,  neat 10    6 

A  severe  satire  against  Parker,  Abp.  of  Canterbuiy,  for  which  *tii 
said  the  author  was  punished  with  the  loss  of  his  arm. 

4345.    Amorous  Tales,  by  Jamos  Sanforde,  very  rare,  printed  by  Byn- 

neman,    1567,    12mo.   (or  small  8vo.    perhaps)         .        .        .        .SI 

4432.    Hereafter  followoth   a  little  boke  whycho  hath  tu  namo  Wbye 
come  ye  not  to  court :  by  Mayster  Skolton  ;  printed  by  Anthony 
Kyt8on,no  date.  A  little  boke  of  Philip  Sparrow,  compiled  by  Mayster 
Skclton ;  printed  by  Aut.  Vcale,  no  date,  very  fair,  both  Svo.        .79 
"  This  is  a  most  extraordinarily  scarce  edition  of  Skelton's  Pfeoesy  aad  hii 

besides  these,  some  other  fragments  of  his  by  various  early  printers.  ** 


*  The  year  following  the  sale  of  Mr.  West's  books,  a  rery  cnrioaB  and 
able  coUoction,  chiefly  of  English  literature,  was  disposed  of   by   anetioi^  1y 
Patorson,  who  published  the  catalogue  under  the  following  title :  "  BnuomCi 
Monastico-Fletewodiana.'*     "A    Catalogue  qf    rare    hooke    emd    Imcb  n 
various  lanyuaga  and  faculties;  including  tke  Ancient  OonvesUsuU  LUntf  rf 
•Missenden   AlAjey,  in  Buckinghamshire;  together  with  some   ohoioe  reoaaiM  d 
that  of  the  late  eminent  Serjeant  at  Law,  WHJJAM  FtBTSWOpi^  ^^-9 
of  London,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elisabeth ;  among  which  are  aevetB] 
of  tbo  earliest  ty])ography,  foreign  and  English,  including  Caxton^  Wyakya  ^ 
Worde,   Pynson,  and  others :  a  fine  collection  of  English  history,  mmm  hM 
old  law  books,  a  great  number  of  old  English  plays,  tereral  ohoioe  MSBb  w§m 
vellum,  and  other  subjects  of  literary  curiosity.     Also  several  of  the  belt  ettkH 
of  the  classics,  and  modem  English  and  French  books.      Sold  by   easlin  hf 
8.  Paterson,  December/'  1774,  8vo.,  3641  lots,  or  artidea.     1  em  in  pom^n  d 
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a  bibliomaniac  who  flourished  in  full  vigour  during 
the  reigpn  of  Elizabeth.  The  catalogue  of  these  truly 
curious  books  is  but  a  sorry  performance ;  but  let  the 
lover  of  rare  articles  put  on  his  bathing  corks,  and 
swim  quietly  across  this  ocean  of  black-letter,  and  he 
will  be  abundantly  repaid  for  the  toil  ot  such  an 
aquatic  excursion.* 

You  will  imagine  that  the  Book-Disbasb  now  began 
to  be  more  active  and  fatal  than  ever ;  for  the  ensuing 
year  (namely,  in  1775)  died  the  famous  Anthony 
Askew,    M.D.     Those    who    recollect    the    zeal    and 


0    7      9 


5     0 


0 


a  priced  eaUdogue  of  this  collectioD,  with  the  names  of  the  purchasers.  The 
latter  wore  principally  Herbert,  Oarrick,  Dodd,  Elmsley,  T.  Payne,  Richardson, 
Chapman,  WagBta£F,  Bindley,  and  Gtough.  The  following  is  a  specimen  of 
some  carious  and  interesting  articles  contained  in  this  celebrated  library  : 

KO.  £    f.    d. 

172.  Bale's   brefe   Chronyde   relating  to  Syr  Johan  Oldecastell,^ 
1544.      The   Life   off   the   70th    Archbishop   off   Canterbury^ 
prenentlye  sittinge,  1574,  &c.    life  of  Hen.  Hills,  Printer  to  • 
O.  Cromwell,  with  the  Relation  of  what  passed  between  him  and 
the  Taylor's  Wife  in  Black  Friars,  1688,  8vo.,  &c.         .        .        • 

Purchased  by  Mores. 

S61  to  367.  Upwards  of  thirty  jcarca  Theologi4xU  Traeti,  in  Latin 

and  Ehiglish.      ..•.....•••1 
746  to  784.  A  fine  collection  of  early  English  Translations,  in  black 
letter,  with  some  good  foreign  editions  of  the   classics.     Not 

exceeding,  in  the  whole 10  10 

887,  838.  Two   copies  of  the  fint  edition  of  Bacon's  Essays,  1597. 

MiRABnjt  DiCTU  I 006 

The  reader  will  just  glance  at  no.    970,  in  the  catalogue,  en 
passant,  to 
1082.  (12.  2f.)  and  1091  (12s.)  but  more  particularly  to 
1178.  The  Boke  of  Tulle  of  Olde  Age,  &o.     EmjnynUd  by  Caxton, 

1481,  folio 800 

1174.  liie  Boke  which  is  sayd  or  called  Cathon,  &o.  ^'RiUd  hy  the 

same,  1488,  folio.    Purchased  by  Alchome 5    0      0 

1256.  The  Doctrinal  of  Sapyence,  printed  by  the  tame,  1489,  folio. 
Purchased  by  Alchome .660 

1257.  The  Booke  named  the  Cordyal,  printed   by  the  tame,   1479, 

folio 6  12     6 

But  there  is  no  end  to  these  curious  Tolumes.  I  will,  however,  only  add  that 
there  were  upwards  of  150  articles  of  Old  Plays,  mostly  in  quarto.  See  page  73. 
Of  Antiquities,  Chronicles,  and  Topography,  it  would  be  difficult  to  pitch  upon 
the  rarest  volumes.  The  collection,  including  very  few  MSS.,  contained  probably 
about  7000  volumes.  The  catalogue,  in  a  clean  condition,  is  somewhat 
uncommon. 

2c2 
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scholarship    of  this    illustrious   bibliomaniac,*    ancl  the 
precious  volumes  with    which    his    library  was    stored. 


*  Lysander  is  now  arrired,  pursuing  his  chronological  order,  si  a  imj  im- 
portant period  in  the  annals  of  book-sales.     The  name  and  ooUeetkm  of  Dr. 
Askew  are  so  well  known  in  the  bibliograpbioal  world  that  the  reader  naod  not 
be  detained  with  laboured  commendations  on  either :  in  the  present  plaos^  hov- 
ever,  it  would  be  a  cruel  disappointment  not  to  say  a  word  or  two  by  waj  of 
preface  or  prologue.    Dr.  Anthony  Askew  had  eminently  distingnkhed  Wmwlf 
by  a  refined  taste,  a  sound  knowledge,  and  an  indefatigable  researoh,  relaling  ti 
every  thing  connected  with  Grecian  and  Roman  literature.     It  was  to  ba 
expected,  even  during  his  life,  as  he  was  possessed  of  sufBdent  meaDS  to  gnftify 
himself  with  what  was  rare,  curious,  and  beautiful,  in  literatore  and  the  ioe 
arts,  that  the  public  would  one  day  be  benefited  by  such  pursuits :  espadaDy  M 
he  had  expressed  a  wish  that  his  treasures  might  be  unreservedly  sabmiitod  fee 
sale,  after  his   decease.     In  this  wish  the  doctor  was  not  singular.     Maqy 
eminent  collectors  had  indulged  it  before  him :  and,  to  my  knowledge^  nany 
modem  ones  still  indulge  it.    Accordingly,  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Askew,  in.  1771b 
appeared,  in  the  ensuing  year,  a  catalogue  of  his  books  for  sale,  by  JUaea 
Baker  and  Leigh,  under  the  following  title :  "  Bibliothxca  ABKVmxa,  mm 
Catalogns  Lilnvrum  RarUtimorufn  Anionii  Atiew,  M.D,,  guomm  Auetio  Jut 
S,  Baker  et  O.  Leigh,  in  Vieo  dido  York  Strtfet,  CovetU  Oarden,  Lomdini,  Di* 
18  Februarii,  mdcclxxv,  et  in  undevigirUi  sequtnta  diet."    A  fow  oopias 
struck  off  on  large  paper,  which  are  yet  rather  common.    My  own  copy  is  of  tka 
kind,  with  the  prices,  and  names  of  the  purchasers.    We  are  told,  hy  tha  oob> 
pfler  of  the  catalogue,  that  it  was  thought   "  unneoeasaiy  to  aay  mndi  with 
respect  to  this  library  of  the  late  Dr.  Anthony  Askew,  as  the  ooQeotor  and  tha 
collection  were  so  well  known  in  almost  all  parts  of  Europe."    Afterwards  It  ii 
observed  that  "  The  books  in  general  are  in  very  fine  condition,'  many  of  tkiB 
bound  in  morocco,  and  russia  leather,  with  gilt  leaves."    "  T6  give  a  f***^i»» 
account,"  continues  the  compiler,  "of  the  tnany  $caree  editiofu  of  booki  bk  ttil 
catalogue  would  be  almost  ondless,  therefore  the.^n<  editiaiu  of  the  '*^*— *^^  taA 
some  extremely  rare  booh,  are  chiefly  noticed.     The  oatalognei,  withoafr  mj 
doubt,  contains  the  best,    rarest,  and  most  valuable  oolleotion  of  Obhk  uA 
Latin  Books  that  was  ever  sold  in  England,  and  the  great  tima  and  traoUt 
of  forming  it  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  a  sufficient  excuse  for  the  prioe  pot  to  it* 
(1«.  6d.  the  small  pai>er,  and  4s.  the  large.)    This  account  is  not  ovenhaifBd. 
The  collection  in  regard  to  Greek  and  Boman  literature  was  uttifue  in  Us  d<y. 
Enriched  with  many  a  tome  from  the  Harleian,  Dr.  Mead's,  Martin  FbIk■A^ 
and  Dr.  Rawlinson's  library,  as  well  as  with  numerous  rare  and  splendid  aitidM 
from  foreign  collections  (for  few  men  travelled  with  greater  ardour,  or  had  m 
acuter  discrimination  than  Dr.  Askew),  the  books  were  sooght  after  hf  ataMt 
every  one  then  eminent  for  bibliographical  research.     His  Majmtt  was  a 
purdiaser,  says  Mr.  J.  Nichols,  to  the  amount  of  about  8002.  ;  Dr.  Huntv,  fee 
the  amount  of  500/. ;   and  De  Bure  (who  had  oommisdona  fhnn  the  Kinf  d 
France  and  many  foreign  collectors,  to  the  amount  of  KKXML)   made  poxdhmm  ta 
the  same  amount ;  Dr.  Maty  was  solidted  by  the  trustees  of  the  Britiah  Mi 
not  to  be  unmiudful  of  thai  reponlory ;   and  accordingly  he  became  a 
to  a  considerable  amount.    The  late  worthy  and  leanied  Mr.  M. 
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from  the  choice  collections  of  De  Boze,  Gaignat,  Mead, 
and    Folkes,  cannot  but  sigh,  with  grief  of  heart,  on 


whose  UbiBiy  now  fonns  one  of  the  most  splendid  aequisitions  of  the  British 
Mnsenm^  and  whose  heguai  of  it  will  ImmortaliBe  his  memory,  was  also  among 
the  "  Emptores  litenurii"  at  this  renowned  sale.  He  had  enriched  his  collection 
with  many  an  *'  Bxemjplcur  Athananum ;"  and,  in  his  latter  days,  used  to  elerate 
his  hands  and  eyes,  and  exclaim  against  the  prices  now  o£Pered  for  Editionbb 
Pbihcifbb.  The  fact  is,  Dr.  Askew's  sale  has  been  considered  a  sort  of  ^ra  in 
bibUography.  Since  that  period,  rare  and  carious  books  in  Greek  and  Latin 
literature  have  been  greedily  sought  after,  and  obtained  (as  a  recent  sale 
abundantly  testifies)  at  most  eztravagant  prices.  It  is  very  well  for  a  veteran 
in  bibliographical  Uterature, .  as  was  Mr.  Gracherode,  or  as  are  Mr.  Wodhull, 
and  Dr.  Gosset — whose  collections  were,  in  part,  formed  in  the  days  of  De  Bure, 
Oaignat^  Askew,  Duke  de  la  Valliere,  and  Lamoignon— it  is  very  well  for  such 
gentlmnen  to  declaim  against  modem  pricet  I  But  what  is  to  be  done?  Classical 
books  grow  scarcer  every  day,  and  the  love  of  literature,  and  of  possessing  rare 
and  interesting  works,  increases  in  an  equal  ratio.  Hungry  bibliographers  meet^ 
at  sales,  with  well-furnished  purses,  and  are  resolved  upon  sumptuous  fare  I 
Thus  the  hammer  vibnUet,  after  a  bidding  of  lOBTT  founds,  where  formerly  it 
used  regularly  to  faU  at  foub  1  But  we  lose  sight  of  Dr.  Askew's  rare  editiontf 
and  latffe  paper  eopiet.  The  following,  gentle  reader,  is  but  an  impezf eot 
i^iedmen! 

wo.  £   t.    d, 

168.  Chaucer's  Worics,  by  Pymon,  no  date 7  17    6 

172.  CScero  of  Old  Age,  by  Caxton,  1481 18  18    0 

518.  Gilles  (Nicole)  Annales,  &c.,  de  France.  Paris,  foL  1520,  2  torn. 

BUB  VZLIN 81  10      6 

647.  .Aginets  (Pauli)  Precepta  Salubria ;  P^ris,  quarto,  1510.    On 

VXLLUM  11    0      0 

666.  Aopi  Fabulas.    MU,  Princeps  circ  1488  .660 

684.  Boocacio,  il  Teseide,  Ferar,  1475.  Prima  Edisione  .  85    0      0 

[This  copy,  which  is  called,  "probably  uniqw"  was  once,  I  suspect, 
in  Consul  Smith's  library.  See  Bibl.  Smith,  p.  bdu.  The  reader  will 
find  some  account  of  it  in  Warton's  History  of  Engl.  Poetry,  voL  L, 
347.  It  was  printed,  as  well  as  the  subsequent  editions  of  1488,  and 
1528,  "with  some  deviations  from  the  original,  and  even  misrepresenta- 
tions of  the  story."  His  majesty  was  the  purchaser  of  this  precious 
and  uncommon  book.] 

708.  ComeUus  Nepos,  1471.    Edit  Prin 11  11      0 

718.  Alexander  de  Ales,  super  tertium  Sententiar.    1474,  OK  vellum.  15  16      0 
817.  Anthologia  Gr»oa.    Bdit.  Prin.  1494,  on  vellum.     .        .        .  28    7     0 

In  Dr.  Hunter's  Museum. 
856.  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  1474.    Edit,  Prin,         .       .        .        .  28    0     0 
1882.  Ciceronis  Opera  omnia,  Oliveti,  9  vols,    quarto,   1740,   Charta 

Maxima  ...  86  15      0 

1389.  Ejusdem  Officio,  1465.    BdiL  Prin,  80'  U      0 

1483  Catullus,  TibuUus,  et  Propertius ;  Aldi,  8vo.,  1502.    In  Mxm- 

BBAHIS 17  10      0 


] 
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relSecting  upon  such  a  victim !  How  ardeutly,  and 
how  kindly  (as  I  remember  to  have  heard  one  of  his 
intimate  fiiend    say)  would  Askew  unlock  the  stores  of 


This  copy  was  porohaBed  by  the  late  Mr.  M.'C.  Craeberode,  and  is 
now,  with  his  library,  in  the  British  Muaeam.  It  is  a  beautifal  book ; 
but  cannot  be  compared  with  Lord  Spencer's  Aldine  yxllum  Vixgfly 
of  the  same  sice. 

NO.  £   $,    d, 

1570.  Durandi  Rationale,  Ac.,  1459.    In  ICkmbranis  .       .        .  61    0     0 

The  beginning  of  the  1st  chapter  was  wanting.    Lord  Speooer  has 
a  perfect  copy  of  this  rare  book,  printed  npon  spotless  yxllum. 
2656.  Platoms  Opera,  apud  Aldum ;  2  vols.,  foL,  1518.    BdU.  Pruu 

ON  VELLUM G5U0 

Purchased  by  the  late  Dr.  William  Hunter ;  and  is,  at  this  mo- 
menty  with  the  Doctor's  books  and  curiodtieB,  at  OUugow,  The  reader 
can  have  no  idea  of  the  beauty  of  these  vellum  leares.  The  ink  is  of 
the  finest  lustre,  and  the  whole  typographical  arrangement  may  be  oon- 
sidered  a  masterpiece  of  printing.  If  I  could  forget  the  magnificent 
copy  which  I  have  seen  (but  not  upon  vellum)  of  the  "  Etymologioum 
magnum,"  in  the  Luton  Library,  I  should  call  (kit  the  ohef-d'oBurre 
of  the  Aldine  Press. 

2812.  Pllnii Hist.  Natural;  apud  Spiram,  foL,  1469.    Bdii.  Pruuxpg.  43    0     0 
This  copy  has  been  recently  sold  for  a  sum  considerably  leas  tiian 

it  brought.  It  bears  no  kind  of  comparison  with  the  copy  in  Lord 
Spencer^s,  Dr.  Hunter^s,  and  the  Cracherode,  collections.  Thoae  latter 
are  ffianit  to  it ! 

2813.  Id.  cum  notis  Harduini;  1723,  3  vols.,  ON  VELLUM.     .        .        .  42    0     0 
8345.   Tewrdranckhs ;    Poema  Germanica,   Norimb.    foL,    1517,  OW 

VELLUM 2100 

This  is  a  book  of  uncommon  rarity.    It  is  a  poetical  composition 
on  the  life  and  actions  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian  I.,  and  was  fre- 
quently reprinted ;   but  not  with  the  same  care  as  were  the  earlier 
editions  of  1517  and  1519 — the  latter,  at  Augsburg,  by  John  Schous- 
pergus.     Kcellerus,  who  purchased  a  copy  of  this  work  on  vellum,  for 
200  crowns,  has  given  a  particularly  tempting  description  of  it.     See 
Schelhom's  **  AnuEniUUes    lUerariai"   torn,    ii.,    430— iii,    144.     Dr. 
Himter  purchased  Dr.   Askew's  copy,    which   I   have   seen  in  the 
Museum  of  the  former :   the  wood-cuts,  118  in  number,  justify  every 
thing  said  in  commendation  of  thom  by  Papillon  and  Heinecken. 
Probably  Dr.  Askew  purchased  the  above  copy  of  Osborne  ;  for  I  find 
one  in  the  BibL  Harleian,  voL  iii.,  no.  8240.     See,  too,  BibL  Mead,  p. 
239,  no.  43 ;  where  a  vellum  copy,  of  the  edition  of  1527,  was  sold 
for  9^.  9«.    My  friend,'  Mr.  Douce,  has  also  beautiful  copies  of  the 
editions  of  1517  and  1519,  upon  paper  of  the  finest  lustre.     It  has 
been  a  moot  point  with  bibliographers  whether  the  extraordinary  type 
of  this  book  be  wood,  and  cut  in  solid  blocks,  or  moveable  types  of 
mefal.    No  one  is  bettor  able  to  sot  this  point  "  at  rest,"  as  lawyers 
call  it,  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  is  here  last  mentioned. 
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.  his  glittering  book  -  treasures ! — open  the  magnificent 
folio,  or  the  shining  duodecimo,  printed  upon  vellum,  and 
embossed  with  golden  knobs,  or  held  fast  with  silver 
clasps  f  How  carefully  would  he  unrol  the  curious 
manuscript,  decipher  the  half  efiaced  characters — and 
then,  casting  an  eye  of  ecstacy  over  the  shelves  upon 
which  similar  treasurer  were  lodged,  exult  in  the  glorious 
prospect  before  him  !  But  death — who,  as  Horace  tells 
us,  equally  exercises  the  knocker  of  the  palace  and 
cottage-door,  made  no  scruple  to    rap   at    that  of  our 

MO.  £  t»    d, 

8337.    TerentiimuB  Maurus  de  Literis,  Syllabis,   et  Metris  HoraiiL^ 

Medial.  foL,  1497 12  12    0 

"  This  is  judged  to  be  the  only  copy  of  this  edition  in  England,  if 
not  in  the  whole  world.  Dr.  Askew  could  find  no  copy  in  his  travels 
over  Europe,  though  he  made  earnest  and  particular  search  in  every 
library  which  he  had  an  opportunity  of  consulting."  Note  in  the 
catalogue.  It  was  purchased  by  Dr.  Hunter,  and  is  now  in  his  Museum. 
Originally  it  belonged  to  Dr.  Taylor,  the  editor  of  Lysias  and  De- 
mcMihenes,  who  originally  procured  it  from  the  Harleian  Library,  for 
four  guineas  only.  We  are  told  that,  during  his  life,  one  hundred 
guineas  would  not  have  obtained  it ! 

Rare  and  magnificent  as  the  preceding  articles  may  be  considered,  [I  can  con- 
fidently assure  the  reader  that  they  form  a  very  small  part  of  the  extraordinary 
books  in  Dr.  Askew's  library.  Many  a  ten  and  ttpenty  pounder  has  been  omitted 
— many  a  prince  of  an  edition  passed  by  unregarded  1  The  articles  were  8570 
in  number;  probably  comprehending  about  7000  vohimes.  They  were  sold 
for  4000/.  It  remains  only  to  add  that  Dr.  Askew  was  a  native  of  Kendal,  in 
Westmorland ;  that  he  practised  as  a  physician  there  with  considerable  success., 
and,  on  his  establishment  in  London,  was  visited  by  all  who  were  distinguished 
for  learning,  and  curious  in  the  fine  arts.  Dr.  Mead  supported  him  with  a  sort 
of  paternal  zeal ;  nor  did  he  find  in  his  protegS  an  ungrateful  son.  (See  the 
Director,  vol.  i.,  p.  309.)  Few  minds  were  probably  more  congenial  than  were 
those  of  Mead  and  Abkew  :  the  former  had,  if  I  may  so  speak,  a  magnificence 
of  sentiment  which  infused  into  the  mind  of  the  latter  just  notions  of  a  cha- 
racter aiming  at  solid  intellectual  fame ;  without  the  petty  arts  and  dirty  tricks 
which  we  now  see  too  frequently  pursued  to  obtain  it.  Dr.  Askew,  with  less 
pecuniary  means  of  gratifying  it,  evinced  an  equal  ardour  in  the  pursuit  of  books, 
MSS.,  and  inscriptions.  I  have  heard  from  a  very  worthy  old  gentleman,  who 
used  to  revel  'midst  the  luxury  of  Askew's  table,  that  few  men  exhibited  their 
books  and  pictures,  or,  as  it  is  called,  shewed  the  Lions,  better  than  did  the 
Doctor.  Of  his  attainments  in  Greek  and  Roman  literature  it  becomes  not  me 
to  speak,  when  such  a  scholar  as  Dr.  Pabb  has  been  most  eloquent  in  their 
praise.  I  should  observe  that  the  MSS.  of  Dr.  Askew  were  separately  sold  in 
1781,  and  produced  a  very  considerable  sum.  The  Appendix  to  Scapula^  pub- 
lished in  an  8vo.  volume,  in  1789,  was  compiled  from  one  of  these  MSS. 


,_  _^  1 


39i  THE  DRAWING  ROOM. 

renowned  Doctor — when  Askew,  with  all  his  skill  in 
medicine  and  knowledge  of  books,  yielded  to  the  kqid- 
mons  of  the  grim  tyrant — and  died  lamented,  as  he  lived 
beloved  I 

After  an  event  so  striking  and  so  melancholy,  one 
would  think  that  futnre  Virtuosi  would  have  barricadoed 
their  doors,  and  fumigated  their  chambers,  in  order  to 
escape  the  ravages  of  the  Book-Pest : — but  how  few 
are  they  who  profit  by  experience,  even  when  dearly 
obtained !  The  subsequent  History  of  the  Biblio- 
mania is  a  striking  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  remark: 
for  the  disease  rather  increased,  and  the  work  of 
death  yet  went  on.  In  the  following  year  (1776)  died 
John  Ratcliffb  ;  *  a  bibliomaniac  of  a  very  peculiar 


■  BiBUOTHBOA  Ratcutfuh A. :  oT,  "A  Cololoffxe  of  Ot  tUffaiU  and  tnlf 
valwMe  Library  <4  JOHH  RATOLIFm,  Rtq.,  UUe  (ff  Bermoiuitiy,  ifaonnL 
Tbe  wholo  Gollectod  with  gnttt  yidgioBat  aod  eipense,  during  the  last  Uuitj 
yean  of  hU  life  :  oomprehending  s  lifge  and  most  cbtuce  cotlectjon  of  tlu  nr* 
old  EDglUb  hlact-UtUr,  in  fine  preBdrnLtlon,  nad  id  olegant  bindinga,  priDtvil  bj 
Caitnn,  LetboD,  Machlinia,  tho  oiionymaii!!  St.  Albna'a  SuLaolmiisiar,  Wynkjis 
de  Wordo,  PyoBon,  Bortbolst,  Orafton,  Vay,  fJewberie,  Marstie,  Jnege,  Wbjt- 
oburcb,  Wyer,  Ituttelt,  Co^iluadSj  uid  the  re>it  ot  tiie  Oid  Bnglitk  Typogroflitri  -. 
myenJ  minAtls  and  MS9.,  and  two  pedigroea  on  vallum,  finelj  iilnnunaMd.'* 
Tho  Utle-pogo  then  wt«  forth  &  Bpettlmen  of  Iheic  blaok-letter  gemi ;  *iDatig 
which  oar  ojea  ftro  duiled  with  a  golai;  of  OiuMas,  Wyukyu  &a  Woidia^ 
PjruBons,  Ac,  &c.  The  sale  took  ptaoe  ou  March  27,  1776  ;  although  the  yaar 
i»  unAooouDtablj  omittod  by  that  renownod  lUioUoiiMn-,  the  lata  Sir.  Christie^ 
who  diapoBed  of  thom.  It  over  there  woe  a  Kat^w  oolleotiou,  this  wu  ono — tbe 
very  essence  of  Old  Divinity,  Poetry,  Romances,  and  Chroaicles  t  The  uticisi 
were  only  1675  in  number;  but  tbiur  iutriuBic  trIuo  sotply  oonipeiiBit«d  lot 
thoir  paucity.  Tho  following  is  but  an  iandoquiito  spadmen  : 
WO.  £  ..    i 

I8I6.    Horace's  Arts  of  Poetrio,  Pistles,  and  Satyren,  by  Duiast,  IG67. 

Ft'rit  Eiigtiih  Edition 0  IS    0 

1321.    Tbe  Shcpard's  Calendar,  1G79.    Wbetrtone'a  Caatle  of  Delight, 

1678 ISO 

1362.    The  Faatyme  of  People,  priiUtd   £y  JiaiUll.    Curioas  wood- 
outs     470 

1S93.     Tho  Cbronioles  of  Englande,  prtnHd  hf  Caxfcm,  fine  copy,  ItSO    S    S    0 
1894.     X)Uto,  pri^rd  <U  St.  Atbani,  1483.     Pnrchasod  by  Dt.  Hunter, 

end  now  in  his  Muacum  (which  dopy  I  have  s«cn)       .         .         .         .770 
H03.    Barclay's  Shyp  of  Folys,  printed  by  Pyuson,  150S,  firtt  cdiL, 

B  flna  copy 2  10    0 

1426.    ThoDootriniJof  BaiJyauoe,  pi-iJilof  6y  Ciwion,  1488    .        ,        .880 
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'  character.     If  he  had  contented  himself  with   his  former 
occupation,    and    frequented    the    butter    and    cheese. 


,      Ha  £  I.     d. 

[   1437.    The   Boke   oallwl   CathoD,   ditlo,    14S3.     Purcbiuod   by    Dr. 

Himtar,  and  now  ici  his  Muaeum GEO 

I  1428.     Tbe  PolTtyque  Boko,  □amed  Tulliiu  <le  Senootute,  !□  Eagijnbe, 

prtntorf  6y  C'cur(.m,  1481 H    0    0 

I  1429.    The  Qome  a/ ChiMB  Pturo.     No  (kta,    Priiittd  ht/ Caxbn .       .  IG    0    0 

1   leaS.    Tha  Boko  oIJaatia,prmlaibgCaxtm 6  10    0 

I  1669.    The  PolyDhrooiooii  of  Rtmulph  Higden,  tnwBlated  bj  TrsTiu, 

1482.     PrwUd  by  tKe  nxvu,  uul  purchased  bjr  Dr.  Hunter  .         .     6  10    3 

[1070.     Legeoda  Auree,  oi  tha  Golden  Legende.     Printed  if  Ai  hum, 

,83 B  16    0 

f  1874.     Mr.    Ratcliffa'a  US.    Catalogue  of  the  rare  old  llad-htter  and 

Mtcrcu-vnuatuiiLnnffluHDtkwit,  4rDlH 7  15    0 

[Thi>  Toalil  have  been  the  most  dolioiaus  article  to  my  palate.    If 

tha  pncaiit  awoer  of  it  weni  disponed  to  part  with  it,  I  oould  not  Rod  | 

It  in  my  beort  to  refuse  him  compound  inlrrtit  tat  hU  moDcy.     Aa  ia 

(tbe  waodsn  fisnis-VDrk  to  the  bricklayer,  in  tho    ooiietruatiua  of  hia 

jht  Mr.  Batcliite'B  MS.  Cataloguea  be  to  me  in  tbe  com- 

K  yilatioa  at  ■  oertoin  atagnVM  opvt  f\ 

I  bog  pordoD  of  the  naiutof  "John  Batcliffe,  Eiq.,"  for  tho  vei;  inadequate 

niuiner  ia  whli^h  I  have  brought  forward  his  oollectiDn  to  publie  notice.    Tho 

nemory  of  such  a  mau  ought  to  be  doar  to  tbO  "  hlacIi-Utli^-dogi"  of  the   preiaat 

fday :  for  he  hod  (mirahile  diatn  I)  jipitatdi  qf  Tamtt  Cixtohs  I    I   take  the 

it  opportumt;  of  praaeuldng  the  reader  with  the  toltowing  engraTing  ol 

le  Batcliffe  Library,  Oion. 

I(   I   might  hikzard  a   compariKon 

Kfeetwoeo  Mr.  Jpjneii  Wert'i  and  Mr. 

~Ljohn  Ratcliffo's  oolleotians,  I  should 

mmj  that  tho  former  vaa  more  oitoa- 

'      ;  the  latter  more  onrious.     Mr. 

WeM'a,  like  a  mogDifiuent  champognc, 

necnted  by  tbe  hand  of  Claudo  or 

and     enclosing     mounlainn, 

idoSB,  and  Htreama,  prostinted  to 

|he  ays  of  the  behotder  a  soeue  ut 

io  tnxutiant  and  fruitful :  Mr.  Rnt- 

like   one  of  those    oonfitied 

of  scouBry,  touched  by  the 

)f  Ryidaol  or  Uobbima,   exhi- 

a  the  beholder's    eye   a   spot 

lUy  interesting,  but  loas  Tariod 

ind  exten^To  :  the  judgment   dis- 

"layed  in  both  might  be  the  sama. 

I    (Weeping    foliage     and     rich 

«  of  the  formor  oould  not,  perhipA,  afford  groator  gratification  than  tho 

3d  osttage,  abrupt  doolivitiiw,  and  guihing  streams  of  the  latter.     To  shango 
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instead  of  the  book,  market — ^if  he  could  have  fancied 
himself  in  a  brown  peruke,  and  Russian  apron,  instead 
of  an  embroidered  waistcoat,  velvet  breeches,  and 
flowing  periwig,  he  might,  perhaps,  have  enjoyed 
greater  longevity;  but,  infatuated  by  the  Caxiang  and 
Wytikyn  de  Wordes  of  the  West  and  Fletewode  col- 
lections, he  fell  into  the  snare ;  and  the  more  he 
struggled  to  disentangle  himself,  the  more  certainly 
did  he  become  a  victim  to  the  disease. 

It  is  with  pain  that  I  trace  the  ravages  (rf*  the  Book- 
Mania  to  a  later  period.  Many  a  heart  yet  aches^  and 
many  a  tear  is  yet  shed,  on  a  remembrance  of  the 
mortality  of  this  frightftd  disease.  After  the  purchasen 
of  Ratcliffe's  treasures  had  Ailly  perused,  and  deposited 
in  fit  places  within  their  libraries,  some  of  the  scarcest 
volumes  in  the  collection,  they  were  called  upon  to  wit- 
ness a  yet  more  splendid  victim  to  the  Bibliomania:  1 
mean,  the  Honourable  Topham  Brauclbrk.*  One,  who 


tbo  metaphor— Mr.  Wost's  was  a  mngDifieeot  repoidtoiy ;  Mr.  Ratdifle\  • 
cabinet  of  curiosities.  Of  some  particulars  of  Mr.  Ratcliffe's  life^  I  had  hoped 
to  have  found  gleanings  in  Mr.  Nichols's  Anecdotes  of  Bo»ifer;  but  hii 
docs  not  even  appear  in  the  index ;  being  probably  reserved  for  the 
forth-coming  enlarged  edition.  Meanwhile,  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to 
romark  that,  like  Magliabechi,  (vide  p.  86,  ante)  he  imbibed  his  love  ol 
reading  and  collecting  from  the  accidental  possession  of  scraps  and  leaves  of 
books.  Tho  fact  is,  Mr.  Ratcliffe  once  kept  a  chandler' t  shop  in  the  Boroogh; 
and,  as  is  the  cose  with  all  retail  traders,  had  groat  quantities  of  old  books  brooght 
to  liim  to  be  purchased  at  so  much  per  ib.  I  Hence  arose  his  passion  for  ooDeeting 
tho  blact-htter,  as  well  as  Stilton  cheeses:  and  hence,  by  unwearied  asiidaityf 
and  attention  to  business,  he  amassed  a  sufficiency  to  retire,  and  live,  for  tht 
remainder  of  his  days,  upon  tho  luxury  of  Old  £nqlish  Litbratubb  I 

*  There  are  few  libraries  better  worth  the  attention  of  a  scholarlike  coUeotor  thaa 
was  tho  ono  of  the  distinguished  character  above  noticed  by   Lysander.    The 
Catalogue  of  fBeauolerk's  books  has  the  following  title :  "  Bibtiolkeea.  Bout- 
chrl'iana;  A  Caialogive  of  the  la)ye  and  valuabU  Library  of  the  fate  HoMomnMe 
TOPUAM  Beauclerk,   F.R.S.,  deceased  ;  comprehending  an  excellent  ohoioe  of 
books,  to  the  jiumber  of  upwards  of  80,000  volumes,  &c.    Sold  by   auction,  by 
Mr.  Patorson,  in  April,  1781,"  8vo.    Tho  catalogue  has  two  parts:  parti,  ood- 
tiiiuiug  230 ;  part  ii.  137,  pp.    The  most  magnificent  and  oostly  Tolnme  was  tks 
largest  i>apor  copy  of  Dr.  Clarke's  edition  of  Cfenar^s  GommoDtaiies,  1712^  ftd., 
which  was  sold  for  41/. ;  and  of  which  tho  binding,  according  to  Dr.  Uanrood's 
testimony,  cost  01.  5*.    There  in  nothing,  in  vu)dci'n  timesy  vory  mairdloai  ii 
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had  frequently  gladdened  Johnson  in  his  gloomy  mo- 
ments ;  and  who  is  allowed^  by  that  splenetic  sage  and 

Uda  prioe  of  binding.  Of  the  two  parts  of  the  Beanderk  ooUeotiony  the  Mcond 
is  the  most  valuable  to  the  collector  of  Kogliah  Antiquities  and  History,  and  the 
Jr$t  to  the  general  scholar.  But  lot  not  the  bibliomaniac  run  too  swiftly  oyer 
the  flrst^  for  at  nos.  8450,  8463,  he  will  find  two  books  which  rank  among  the 
rarwt  of  those  in  old  Bnglish  poetry.  At  the  close  of  the  second  part,  there 
are  a  few  oorioua  manuscripts ;  three,  of  which  are  deserring  of  a  description  here. 

FABTn.  £    i.    d, 

3275.  Thomas  of  Arundel,  his  Legend  in  old  English  verse ;  vn  parte, 
with  the  Entre,  or  Prologue  :  wriUen  A.D,  M,C.  VJl.  upon  vdlum, 
tke  CapUaJU  iUyminated,  fol.     Here  foUowe  a  spedmen   of  the 

▼erse         , 1  18     0 

ytfgnt  ptci/vsytn 

t/mon  aatd  qfhis  wreckednMi.  ^ 

ye  iteoundt  pUfolowifng  « 
tifye  vnrldet  tmUdlHUnei. 
ye  yyrdde  pi  yt  itofddh 
d  qfpeyn  yttothy  geth, 

thefniheparUiscifpwrgatorye 
yeresouUibeneUnaedo/her/olye.  * 
ye  fyfte  pt  qf  ya  dey  €if  doom 
do/ tokens  yt  by/ore  s/vul  ooom. 

yetyxte  pt  of  ye  "bohe  to  tette 
yttpekethcfyepeyneso/heUe. 
ye  eeventhe  part  of  Joys  in  heven 
yat  bene  more  yenne  tang  may  neuen, 

3276.  The  Life  and  Acts  of  St.  Edmond,  King  and  Martyr,  by  John 
Lydgate,  Monk  of  Bury,  fol. :  a  choice  MS,  upon  vdlum,  illumi- 
nated throughout,  and  embellished  with  52  Hittorical  Miniatures. 

For  a  specimen  of  the  verse,  take  the  first  stanza :  •        .        .  22    1      0 

The  noble  stoory  to  putte  in  remembrawnee 
OfSeynt  Edmond  mayd  martre  and  kyng 
WiXK  his  tuppooT :  my  style  i  toyl  a/oaunoe 
first  to  oompyle  affire  my  konnyng 
his  gloryous  lyffhis  birthe  and  his  gynnying 
And  by  discent  how  he  was  soo  good 
Was  in  Saxonye  borne  of  the  royal  blood, 

3288.  The  Armes^  Honours,  Matches,  and  Issues  of  the  auncient  and 
illustrious  Familt  of  Veer  :  described  in  the  honourable  progeny 
of  the  i^les  of  Ozenford  and  other  branches  thereof.  Together 
with  a  genealogical  deduction  of  this  noble  family  from  the  blood 
of  12  forreyiie  princes :  viz.  8  Emperours,  8  Kings,  8  Dukes,  and 
8  Earles,  &c.  Gathered  out  of  History,  Reeordes,  and  other  Jf<m«- 
ments  of  Antiquity,  by  Perciva^l  Gouldin^,  Oent.  The  Arms  illumi' 
7uUed,folio 900 

I  will  just  add  that  this  catalogue  [is  creditably  printed  in  a  good  size  octavo 
volume,  and  that  there  are  copies  upon  large  paper.  The  arrangement  of  the 
books  is  very  creditable  to  tho  bibliographical  reputation  of  Paterson. 
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great  teacher  of  morality,  to  have  united  the  elegant 
manners  of  a  gentleman  with  the  mental  aocomplidi- 
ments  of  a  scholar.  Beauclerk's  Catalogue  is  a  fiur 
specimen  of  the  analytico-bibliographical  powers  of 
Paterson:  yet  it  must  be  confessed  that  this  renowned 
champion  of  catalogue-makers  shines  with  greater,  and 
nearly  perfect,  splendour,  in  the  collection  of  the  Ref. 
Thomas  Crofts* — a  collection  which,  taking  it  '*  fin*  all 


*  When  the  reader  is  iaformed  that  Patersen  tells  us.  In  the  prefeoe  of  ttii 
Yolume,  that "  In  almost  every  language  and  acienoe,  and  even  under  the ! 
heads,  some  one  or  more  rare  articles  ocoor ;  bat  in  the  oopioofl  nlsweei 
follow,  literary  curiosity  is  gratified,  is  highly  /eajteT— and  that  the 
this  remark  used,  in  his  latter  days,  to  hit  his  knee  hard  with  his  opm  hand,  mk 

ezdaim — "By  G ,  Crofts'  Catalogue  is  my  chef  d'oeorre^  out  and  oalf— 

when  he  reflects,  I  say,  for  a  minute  upon  these  two  bibliographioal  itimBi^  ki 
will  hasten  (if  he  have  it  not  already)  to  seise  upon  that  yoluma  of  wfaicfc  Al 
following  is  but  an  imperfect  specimen  of  the  treasures  contained  in  it :  "  JMfih 
theca  Onfiiittna:  A  Cataloguit  qf   tht  ewriom  and  diittnguiAed  Librmrjf  ffAl 
laU  Repertnd  and  Learned  Thomas  Cboitb,  A.M.,  &c.     Sold  hj  anetto^  If 
Mr.  Paterson,  in  April,  1783,"  Svo.     This  collection,  containing  8800  wMa^ 
although  not  quite  so  generally  useful  as  the  preceding,  is  adminUly  wM 
arranged ;   and  evinces,  from  the  rarity  of  some  of  the  TolimieB  in  tte  ■■! 
curious  departments  of  literature,  the  sound  bibliographical  laiowledge  aai  mh 
rect  taste  of  Mr.  Crofts :  who  was,  in  truth,  both  a  scholar  and  faibUaamiH  if 
no  ordinary  reputation.    I  hasten  to  treat  the  reader  with  the  fonowing 
Crofttiana :  being  a  selection  of  articles  from  this  catalogue,  qnite 
the  present  prevailing  fashion  of  Book-Collecting : 

NO.  £  t  i 

2741.  Raocolta  de  Poeti  Provenzali  MS.  antiq.  Supermewibr,,  Svo.,  ear. 

turc  owe  une  table  dee  nome  dee  troubadaure  eontenu  dans  ce  MS,       .    0  /  I  j 

4920.  Les  cent  nouvelles  nouvelles,  Lettra  Chihiquee,  fig.  foL,  fiaUia 
Pane,  vrnprimSeepar  Nic  Detpree.    M.D.V.  .        ,        •    S  V 

4921.  Le  Chevalier  de  la  Tour.  Et  le  guidon  dee  g^eries;  iettm 
Ootkiquee,fy.fol,  maroq.  rou^,  iwtpriwii  d  Paris,  pour  OuiL  BmdacL 
M.D.XIV.  tV 

4922.  Le  premier,  second,  et  tiers  volume  de  Lancelot  da  Lao ;  im*- 
vellement  iwpriwi  d  Paris.  Van  mil  einq  cens  et  xr,  pomr  Miekd 
le  Noir ;  LeUree  Oothiquss,  Jig.  JbL  maroq.  rouge,       .        .        ,       •  II T  _ 

4928.  Le  premier  et  le  second  volume  du  Sainct  Greaal,  ^^mffw^iif  ]g  ^  ^ 

conqueste  dudict  Sainct  Oreaal,  faicte  par  Lancelot  du  Lao^  Oahad  ^  j 

Perceval  et  Boors ;  Lettres  Oolkiqwes,Jig,  fol,  maroq,  rmige,  PmriSf  «  ^ 

imprimi par  Phd  le  Noir,  u.iy.iJin, I  ^  ^ 

"Ce  volume  est  un  des  plus  raies  de  la  dasse  dea  Romans  di  t.1 

Chevalerie.    T.  C!  \^ 

4924.  Ci  Commence  Guy  de  Warwick  chevalier  Dangleterre  qid  ea  I5. 
son  terns  fit  plusiettrs  prouossos  ot   oonquestes  en   ^"^Ttn'gif. 


THE  DRAWING  ROOM. 


307 


in  all/'  I  know  not  whether  it  be  exceeded  by  any  which 
this  country  has  recorded  in  the  shape  of  a  private 
catalogae.    The    owner    was  a    modest,    carelEhl,    and 


£   i.    d. 

Ttalie,  «t  Dannemarohe.  Et  aiusi  snr  lee  infidelles  onnemys  do 
la  Crestieni^ ;  Lettrea  Oo(hique$,  Jiff,  fol,  maroq,  rouge.  Paria, 
imprimi  pew  Ani.  CouUau,  M.D.XXV 1  18      0 

4826.  Le  premier  et  le  second  Tolmne  de  Merlin,  qui  jest  le  premier 
livre  de  la  table  ronde,  aveo  pluiiears  choees  moult  recreative  : 
aussi  les  Prophecies  de  Merlin,  qui  est  le  tierce  partie  et  demiere : 

LeUnt  OothiqtteM,  2  torn.  Ho,,  maroq,  rovge,  Paris,  M.D.xxvm.  .  1  18  0 
4926.  La  treselegante,  delicieuse,  mdliflue,  et  tresplaisante  Hystoire 
da  tresnoble,  victori,  et  ezcellentissime  roy  Peroeforest,  Boy  de  la 
Grand  Bretaip;ne,  fundateur  du  Franopalais  et  du  temple  du  aouve- 
rain  IMeu.  En  laquelle  lecture  pourra  Teoir  la  souioe  et  decora- 
tion de  tonte  Cheyalerie,  culture  de  vraye  Noblesse,  Pronosaos,  &o. 
Avecques  plusieurs  propheties,  Comptes  Damans,  et  leur  diyers 
foitimea.  Lettret  Qothigrut,  6  torn,  en  SJ6L,  Paris,  chet  OiUltot  du 
Pre,  iLO.xxvm. .700 

4827.  Le  tiers,  quart,  cinquiesme,  sixiesme,  et  dernier  yolmnes  dee 
Andennes  Croniques  Dangleterre,  faicts  et  gestes  du  ^respreux  et 
redoubte  en  chevalerie,  le  noble  roy  Peroeforest :  tmpnmtf  d  Paris 

pomr  Bgide  Qovarmonl  ei  PhU,  le  Ncir,  iCD.XXXn.  2  torn,  folio.         .    0  11      6 
f  Le  Parangon  des  Nouvelles,  honestes  et  delectables  & 
tous  ceulx  qui  desirent  Toir  et  ouyr  choees  nouTelles 
et  recreatiTes  soubs  umbre  et  oouleur  de  joyeuste, 
8vo.  fig.  maroq.  rouge.    Imprimesd  Ljfim,par  Denys 

4098.   -l     de  Harty,  1532.        .       . i>260 

Les  Parolles  joyeuses  et  Diets  memorables  des  nobles 
et  saiges  Homes  andens,  rediges  par  le  graoieulz  et 
honeste  Poete  Messire  Franooya  Petrarcque,  fg,   Hb, 

1582. , 

4028.  L'Histoire  de  Isaie  le  triste  filz  de  Tristan  de  leonnoys,  jadis 
Chevalier  de  la  table  ronde,  et  de  la  Boyne  Iseut  de  Comouaille, 
ensemble  les  nobles  prouesses  de  chevallerie  faictee  par  Maro  lezille 
filsB.  an  diet  Isaye :  Lettres  Oothiques,  avee  Jig,,  4to,,  maroq.  rouge. 

Cm  Us  vend  d  Paris  par  JehanJBonfonSflS^ 2  12     6 

**  There  is  no  direct  date  either  at  the  beginning  or  end,  nor  any 
rl:^rilege  annexed  to  this  rare  Bomance.  Mr.  Crofts,  though  extremely 
socorate,  for  the  most  part,  has  made  no  remark ;  neither  has  the  in- 
■  iitiiuiiii  Mr.  de  Bure  taken  notice  of  this  particular  edition.  The 
is,  nevertheless,  obvious,  according  to  my  coi^eoture.  After  the 
flls  du  diet  Isaye,  io  the  general  title,  at  some  distance,  stand 
numerals  Ixv.  c.  At  first  I  apprehended  they  referred  to  the 
as  containing  so  many  chapters;  but  upon  examining  the 
I  found  the  Romance  to  consist  of  92  chapters :  I  conclude  they 
relate  to  tiie  date  of  the  book,  and  are  to  be  read  Ixv.  jinte  M.D.C, 
S.P." 
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acutely    sagacious    bibliomaniac :    learned^  retired,  yet 
communicative :    and   if  ever  you  lay  hold  of  a  Imye 


NO.  £   t    I 

.  4932.  Melladus  de  LeoDmoys.  Du  present  Volume  Bont  ocmteoiit 
las  nobles  -faictz  darmes  du  vaillant  roy  Meliadus.  Ensemble 
plusieiurs  autres  nobles  proesses  de  Cheyalerie  faicies  tant^per  le 
roy  ArtuSy  Palamedes,  &o.,  &o.    LeUret  Oo(hiquet,fig.,JoL,  maroq, 

hUu,  Paris,  ek^  Galliot  du  Pri 8  10    0 

4933.  Lhystoire  tresrecreatiye,  traiotant  dee  faictz  et  gestes  du  noble 
et  yaUlant  Chevalier  Theseus  de  Coulongne,  par  sa  proease 
Empereur  de  Rome.  Et  aussi  de  sons  fils  Gadifer,  Empereur  de 
Orece.  Pareillement  des  trois  en&ns  de  Gadifer,  cestaflsayoir 
Kegrnault,  Beynier,  et  Regnesson,  kc  Lettm  0<Mqiu$,  wt»  fig, 
4to.,enpeau}*tute.  Paris,  pour  Jehan  Boj^cnt,  t,a,  •  •  .500 
4938.  L'Histoire  Palladienne^  traitant  des  gestes  et  genereux  Faits 
d'armes  et  d'armour  de  plusieurs  Giandz  Princes  et  Seignenn^ 
spedalement  de  Palladien  filz  du  roy  Milanor  d'Angletene,  et  de 
la  belle  Seleuine,  &o. ;  par  feu  GL  Colet  Ghampenoisy  fig.,  foL, 
maroquin  jaune,      Paris,   de    Vvinprimene    d^JBttien.    OouIUom^ 

1565 118    0 

4945.  Hist  du  noble  Tristan  Prince  de  Leonnois,  Ghevalier  de  la 
table  ronde,  et  d'Yseulte,  Princesse  d'Yrlande,  Royne  de  Oor- 
nouaille ;  fait  Francois  par  Jean  Maugin^  dit  I'Angeyin,  fig.,  Ho., 

maroq.  rouge,  Rouen.    1586 •        •       .15    0 

4953.  L'Hist.  du  noble  et  vaillant  Ghevalier  Puis  et  la  belle  Viemie, 

Uo.,  Rouen. 8  10    0 

4961.  Histoires  Prodigieuses,  extractes  de  plusieurs  iameuz  AatheorB, 
Grecs  et  Latins,  par  Pier  Boaisteau,  GL  de  Teeserant^  F.  de 
Belief orest.  Bod.  Hoyer,  hA.,fig.  6  (am  e»  8, 12mo.,  maxoq.  ron^ 

Par  Chez  la  Verjue  Cavellai,  1598 2   9     0 

4964.  Valentine  aud  Orson,  cuts,  black  letter,   4to.     London;  no 

dcUe,    (Not  sold.) 
7276.  Hollinshed's   (Raphe)   and  William    Harrison's  Chronicles   of 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  continued  by  John  Hooker,  alias 
Vowell,  and  others ;  black  letter,  8  voU.  fol.,  large  paper,  in  Ruttia, 

1586 18    2     6 

7399.  Lynch  (Jo.)  Seu  Gratiani  Luoii  Hibemi  Gambrensis  EvenRis, 
sen  potius  EUstorica  fides,  in  Rebus  Hibemids,  Giraldo  Gambrensi 
abrogata,  fol.  Impress.  An.  1662.    Sine  Loco  avi  Nomine  ImprsM- 

soris 840 

"  Liber  inter  Historicoa  Hibemioos  rarissimus  et  inventu  diflBoalimniy 
quippe  cujus  pars  maxima  ezemplarium  in  incendio  periit  LondinensL 
Sub  Ludi  Gratiani  nomine  latet  verus  autor  Johannes  Lynch  (Tnamenids 
Archidiaconus)  qui  post  Gallvae  deditionem,  Exul  in  GiJlia  hoooo 
opus  patriaB  vindex  composuit.    T.G.'^ 

This  catalogue  contains  8360  articles.  There  are  printed  lists  of  the  priest 
for  which  each  set  of  books  was  sold :  but  I  am  afraid  that  an  arrant  biblio- 
maniac, like  myself  (for  thus  my  friends  are  cruel  enoo^  to  call  me !)  will  be 
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paper  copy  of  a  catalogue  of  his  books,  which,  as  well 
as  the  small,  carries  the  printed  prices  at* the  end,  seize 
it  in  triumph,  Lisardo,  for  it  is  a  noble  volume,  and  by 
no  means  a  worthless  prize. 

Lis.  But  there  are  surely  other  large  paper— ^ — 
Alman.      What    can    there    possibly   be  in    a   large 
paper  copy  of  a   Catalogve  of  Books  which  merits  the 
appellation  of  "  nobleness  "  and  "  richness  V' 

LoREN.  You  are  a  little  out  ot  order.  Such  a  question 
cuts  the  heart  of  a  bibliographer  in  twain.  Pray  let 
Lysander  pursue  his  narrative. 

Lysand.-  I  have  no  sort  of  objection  to  such  inter- 
ruptions. But  I  think  the  day  is  not  very  far  distant 
when  females  will  begin  to  have  as  high  a  relish  for 
large  paper  copies  of  every  work  as  their  male  rivals. 
Now  let  us  go  on  quietly  towards  the  close  of  my 
long-winded  bibliomaniacal  history.  And  first  let  us 
not  fail  to  pay  due  respect  to  the  cabinet  of  literary 
bijoux  collected  by  that  renowned  bibliomaniac,  Mark 
Cbphas  Tutbt.*      His  collection  was  distinguished  by 

content  only  with  9  large  paper  copy  of  it,  with  the  prices  neatly  penned  in  the 
margin.  1  oonolude  that  Lysander  recommends  the  Tolume  in  this  shape  to  all 
tasteful  collectors. 

*  A  C<Ualog%e  qf  (he  genuine  amd  vaXualie  Collection  of  printed  Boots  and 
Manutcriptt  of  the  late  Mark  Cephas  Tutbt,  ^<1*>  to  be  sold  by  auction  by 
Mr.  Gerard,  on  Wednesday,  the  15th  of  February,  1786,  8yo.  This  library 
evinces  the  select  taste  aAd  accurate  judgment  of  its  collector.  There  were  only 
513  articles,  or  lots ;  but  these  in  general  were  both  curious  and  valuable.  I 
will  give  a  specimen  or  two  of  the  Tutet  Cabinbt  of  books. 

NO.  £    &    d, 

10.    Various  Catalogues  of  Curiosities,  elegantly  bound  in  14  volumes, 
and  a  few  loose :  most  qf  them  priced,  with  the  pwrthoaeri  names, 

A.D.  1721  to  1783,  8vo. 3  16    0 

55.  Two  volumes  of  ancient  and  modem  cards,  eleg*  in  ntssia  .  .550 
[These  volumes  were  purchased  by  Mr.  Payne's  father,  and  of  him 
by  Mr.  Gough.  At  the  sale  of  the  MSB.  of  the  latter  (1810)  they 
■were  purchased  by  Mr.  Robert  Triphook,  bookseller,  of  St.  James's 
Street ;  with  a  view  of  making  them  instrumental  to  a  work  which  he 
is  projecting,  Upon  the  History  and  Antiquity  <if  Playing  Cards,] 

86.  Broughton's  Concent  of  Scripture  :  pn'ate^  upon  veZ^Kta           .        .12     0 
118.    Snelling's  Silver  Coinage,— 1762 ;  ditto   Gold   Coinage,   1763 ; 
ditto  Copper  Coinage,  1768 ;  ditto   Miscellaneous  Views,     1769 ; 
ditto  Jettons,   1769 :  all  in  folio 7    0     0 
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some  very  uncommon  articles  of  early  date,  both  of 
foreign  and  British  typography;  and,  if  you  take  t 
peep  into  Lorenzo's  priced  copy  of  the  catalogue  con- 
taining also  the  purchasers'  names,   you  will 'find   that 

"  These  fonn  a  complete  set  of  Snelling'B  works  in  folio,  ^nd  are 
interepeTsed  with  a  great  number  of  very  useftil  and  interesting  notes 
and  observationB,  by  3ir.  Tutet." 

NO.  £  i,   i, 

129.    The  Byble,  &c.    Printed  by  Grafton  and  Whitchuroh,  1587, 

foUo S   S  0 

[There  is  a  note  here  by  Tutet  which  does  not  erinoe  any  ptofoond 
knowledge  of  English  etymology.] 

168.  Rede  me  and  be  not  wroth,  12mo.,  no  place  nor  date  .  •  .  1  11  I 
175.  Senretus  de  Trinitatis  erroribus,  cor,  tur,,  1581, 12mo.  •        •    S  14  0 

816. deTrinitate  diving,  Lond.,  1723,  4to.    .        .        ;        .    1  U  0 

829.  The  Arte  and  Crafte  to  know  well  to  dye.    Printed  hy  Caxtom, 

1490,  foUo SSO 

887.  Hautin,  Figures  des  Monnoyes  de  France,  1619,  folio  .  .600 
864.  Parker  de  Antiq.  Brit.  Eoolesifla,  1572,  folio.    A  long  and  oozioiis 

note  is  here  appended  • 4   4  0 

871.  The  Boke  of  Hawkingo,  Huntynge,  and  Fysshynge,  1496,  foL     .290 

872.  Sanota  Peregrinatio  in  Mont.  Syon,  bo,  1486,  folio    •        *       .770 
[  "  This  is  the  first  book  of  travels  that  was  ever  printed.    The  maps 

are  very  remarkable ;  that  of  the  Holy  Land  is  above  4  feet  long."] 

468.  Spaooio  della  Bestia  trionfante.    Parit,  1584,  8va     .        •        .770 

477.  Ezpositio  Sanoti  Jeronimi  in  Symbolum  Apoetolorum,  cor,  sumt. 

Omm,,  1468,  4to. .       .        •  16   5  0 

479.  Polychronyoon ;  printed  by  Caxton,  1482,  4to 4  IS   0 

480.  Pfintzing  (Melohoir)  His  G^erman  Poem  of  the  Adventores  of 
the  Emperor  MaTimilian,  under  the  name  of  Tewrdanokk'a. 
Nwremb.,  1617,  foUo 670 

481.  Initial  Letters,  Vignettes,  Cul  de  Lampes,  &o.,  2  vols,  eUffcuUly 
bound  in  ruma,    [These  beautiful  books  are  now  in  the  poeseasioii 

of  Mr.  Bonce] 460 

488.  Bouteroue,  Becherches  curieuses  des  Monnoyes  de  France :  ti» 

moroeeo,  gilt,  Parit,  1666,  folio  . 6    0  0 

486.  Froissart's  Chrouioles ;  printed  by  Pynson,  1528,  folio^  S  Tols. 

A  beoAUtiful  copy  eUffontly  bound. 16   0  0 

487.  Beoule  of  the  Hystoryes   of  Troye ;  prinUd  by  Caxiom,  (1^71) 

Folio.    A  9ery  fine  copy,  and  quite  complete,  •        •        •        •        •  SI    0  0 

490.  Cioeronis  Offioia^  1466,   4to.  On  paper. 25  10  0 

And  thus  we  take  leave  of  that  judicioiui  and  tasteful  bibUomaniao^  Hak 
Ckphab  Tutbt  I 

Three  months  after  the  sale  of  the  preceding  library,  appeared  the  BtbUoAam 
Univeraalit  SeUeta  of  Samusl  Patbbson  ;  containing  a  ooUeotioii-  to  bo  aold  ly 
auction  in  May,  1786.  To  this  catalogue  of  8001  articles,  there  is  a  short  (I 
wish  I  could  add  *' sweet**)  preface,  which  has  been  extracted  in  the  OcndflMs'i 
Maganne,  vol  Ivi.,  p.  884;  and  in  the  Centura  Literaria,  voL  fi.,  p. 
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most  notorious  modem  bibliomaniacs  ran  away  with  the 
choicest  prizes.  Tutet's  catalogue,  although  drawn  up 
in  a  meagre  and  most  disadvantageous  style,  is  a  great 
fiiYOurite  with  me ;  chiefty  for  the  valuable  articles  which 
it  exhibits. 

The  following  year,  was  sold,  in  a  similar  way,  the 
select  and  very  curious  collection  of  Richard  Wright, 
M.D.  ;*  the  strength  of  which  lay  chiefly  in  publications 

whatever  accidental  repntation  the  Tolame  may  have  reoehred  from  the  notice  of 
it  in  these  periodical  works,  I  deem  both  the  preface  and  the  work  itself  quite 
unworthy  of  Paterson's  credit.  There  is  an  alphabetical  index  (not  always  very 
conrect) ;  and  a  few  bibliographical  notes  are  sabjoined  to  the  spedflcation  of 
the  titles ;  and  these  considerations  alone  will  give  the  book  a  place  in  the  library 
of  the  bibliomaniac.  The  collection  is,  in  fact,  neither  nniversal  nor  select :  and 
the  prefiuse  is  written  in  the  worst  of  all  styles,  containing  the  most  common- 
place  observations. 

*  Lysander  has  not  drawn  too  strong  an  outline  in  his  picture  of  the  Btblioiheea 
WrtffkUana,  The  collection  was  elegant  and  select.  Let  us  say  a  little  more 
about  it.  "A  CaJUdoffvte  of  the  Library  of  RiOHAXD  Wriqht,  M.D.  &c.,  con- 
sisting of  an  elegant  and  extensive  collection  of  books  in  every  branch  of  learn- 
ing, kc,  many  of  the  scarcest  editions  of  the  Old  English  Poets,  Novels,  and 
Romances ;  also  a  most  singular  assemblage  of  Theatrical  Writers,  including 
the  rarest  productions  of  the  English  Drama."  Sold  by  auction  by  T.  and  J. 
Bgerton,  April  23rd,  1787,  8vo.  The  volume  is  neatly  printed,  and  the  books 
in  the  collection  are  arranged  in  alphabetical  order  under  their  respective  de- 
partments. We  will  now  fill  up  a  little  of  the  aforementioned  strong  outline 
of  the  picture  of  Wright's  library :  which  contained  2824  articles. 

£    9,  cU 
917,  920,  921-4-5-6-7,  9S1-2-8,  exhibit   a  glorious  specimen  of  the 
ancient  English  Chronicles — which,  collectively,   did  not  produce 

a  sum  above.       . 4500 

1228.  England's  Parnassus,  1600,  8vo 0  14    0 

1S3S.  Churchyarde's  Choice,  1579, 4to 2  14    0 

1834.  firstpartof  his  Chippes,  1575,  4to.  .        .    8  18    6 

1848.  Robert  Greene's  Works,  2  vols.,  eUganUy  hound,  4to.  (contain- 
ing 17  pieces.) 6  19    0 

1874.  Shyp  of  Folys.    Prinied  by  Pynton,  1508,  foL        .        .        .        .    8  13    0 

1884.  Skelton's  Works :  1568,  8vo 0  14    0 

1898.  TurberviUe's  epitaphs,  epigrams,  songs  and  sonnets,  1567,  8vo. 

My  copy  has  no  price  to  this  article.         * 
1498.  Thomas   Na^'s  Works,    in  three   vols.    4to.,    containing  21 

pieces 12  15    0 

1567  to  2091,  comprehends  The  EnglxA  Theatre, 

These  numbers  exhibit  almost  every  thing  that  is  rare,  curious,  and 
valuable  in  this  popular  department.    I  know  not  how  to  select  stars 
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relating  to  the  Drama  and  Romances.  It  is/ in  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  a  most  judicious,  as  well  as  neatly  printed, 
little  catalogue ;  and  not  more  than  a  dozen  cojnes  of 
it,  I  think,  were  printed  upon  large  paper.  Secure  this 
volume,  Lisardo,  if  you  wish  to  add  to  your  riches  in 
English  bibliography. 

LoREN.  Was  Wright's  the  only  collection  disposed  of 
at  this  period,  which  was  distinguished  for  its  dramatic 
treasures  ?  I  think  Hbndbrson's*  library  was  sold  about 
this  time  ? 

from  such  a  galaxy  of  black-letter  liuttre— but  the  reader  may  follow 
me  to  the  ensuing  numbers,  which  will  at  least  convince  him  that  I 
am  not  insensible  to  the  charms  of  dramaHe  fnjoux,  n<M.  1567-9 : 
1570-6-8  :  1580:  1595-6-8-9  :  1606  :  1626  :  1636-7>8  :  in2 
(Dekker's  Pieces:  15  in  number— sold  for  8/.  Sf.  EheuI)  1742: 
1762.  (Heywood's  26  plays,  31.  is.)  1776.— 1814 :  (Marston's  9 
pieces,  8Z.  4c)  1843.  (Tragedle  of  Dido,  1594,  16/.  16<.  Eugb!) 
1850.  (liiddleton;  13  pieces:  4Z.  5t.)  1878-5.  (George  Peele's: 
7?.  7«.)1902:  (Sackville's  Perrex  and  Porrex :  21,  4».)— But- "quo 
Musa  tendis?"  I  conclude,  therefore,  with  the  following  detailed 
teriatim, 

1960.  Shakspeare*8  Works;    1623,   folio.     First  ediium;    hound  •» 
Russia  leather,  mtk  gilt  Uaves, 10   0  0 

1961.  The  same ;      . .        .        1632.        .        Secotid  impression.  .     2  9  0 

1962.  The  same ;        .        .        1632.        .        The  same,        .        •        .16  0 

1963.  The  same;        .        .        1663.        .        Third  EdiL  in  Jtutsia,     110 

1964.  The  same;       .        .        1683.       .        Fourth  JBdition.  •     110 

My  copy  of  this  catalogue  is  upon  large  paper,  beautifully  priced  by  a  friend  wko 
"  hath  an  unrivalled  pen  in  this  way  ;"  and  to  whom  I  owe  many  obligatioDi  of 
a  higher  kind  in  the  literary  department — but  whose  modesty,  albeit  he  was  bon 
on  the  banks  of  the  Liffey,  will  not  allow  me  to  make  the  reader  aoqoainttd 
with  his  name.    Therefore,  "  Stat  nominis  umbra  :"  via.  •  •  •  ♦  | 

*  A  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  John   Henderson,  Esq.  (late  of  Cofaft 
Garden  Theatre),  &c.    Sold  by  auction  by  T.'and  J.  Egerton,  on  February,  17M^ 
8yo.    Do  not  let  the  lover  of  curious  books  in  general  imagine  that  HendsrtoB'i 
collection  was  entirely  dramatical     A  glance  at  the  contents  of  page  12  to  pifs 
22,  inclusively,  will  shew  that  this  library  contained  some  very  first-rate  raritka 
When  the  dramatic  collector  enters  upon  page  23,  (to  the  end  of  the  vofaiBM^ 
p.  71)  I  will  allow  him  to  indulge  in  all  the  mania  of  this  department  ol  litai»> 
ture,   "withouten  ony  grudgynge."    He  may  also   ring  as   many  pais  as  it 
pleaseth  him,  upon  discovering  that  he  possesses  all  the  copies  of  a  diamliB 
author,  ycleped  George  Peele,  that  are  notified  at  n<».   923-41     Hendetaoo's 
library  was,  without  doubt,  an  extraordinary  one.    As  we  are  upon  Dnmetk 
LibrarUs,  let  us,  for  fear  Lysander  should  forget  it,  notice  the  foUowiog,  thoi^ 
a  little  out  of  chronological  order.     "A   CaUUogue,  Sc,,  <^  Ike  fiUeMr.  Jakb 
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Lysand.  It  was ;  and  if  yon  had  not  reminded  me 
of  it,  I  shonld  have  entirely  forgotten  it.  Catalogues  of 
dramatic  Libraries,  well  arranged,  are  of  g^eat  service 
to  the  cause  of  the  Bibliomania. 

Lis.  I  wish  we  could  procure  some  act  of  parliament 
to  induce  the  dramatic  collectors — by  a  fair  remunera- 
tion— ^to  give  a  well  analysed  account  of  their  libraries. 
We  should  then  have  the  BibUotheca  Roxburghiana,  Bib- 
Uotheca  Maloniana,  and  what  say  you  to  the  BibUotheca 
Kembteiana. 

Lysand.  You  are  running  wild.  Let  me  continue 
my  bibliomaniacal  history. 

We  may  now  advance  directly  to  the  exquisite— and 
shall  I  say,  unparalleled  ? — library  of  Major  Pearson  !* 


William  Dodd,  qf  the  Theatre  Royal,  Drwry  Lane,  dx.  Sold  h^  audion  &y  Leigh 
and  Sothihy,  Jan.  19,  1797,. 8 vo.,  2435  lots.  There  was  more  of  the  Drama  in 
this  than  in  Henderson's  collection.  Mr.  Kemble  purchased  the  dearest  volume, 
which  was  "  Whetstone's  Promos  and  Cassandra,"  1578,  4to.  (no.  2396)  for 
7L  10s.  Mr.  Geoi^e  Nicol  (for  the  late  Duke  of  Roxburgh)  kept  up  a  tremen- 
dous  fire  at  this  sale  1  Akin  to  Dodd's,  was  the  **  Curiout  a-nd  Valuable  Library 
<2f  OsoROB  Smtth,  Esq.— sold  by  Leigh  and  Sotheby,  June  2,  1797,  8yo.''  There 
were  many  uncommon  books  in  this  collection,  ezdusiyely  of  those  appertaining 
to  the  Drama  ;  and  when  I  mention,  in  this  latter  department— Hughes's  Mis- 
fortunes of  Prince  Arthur,  &c.,  printed  by  Robinson,  1587,  4to.  (n^.  1376; 
16/.  15s.),  both  the  parts  of  Shakespeare's  Henry  the  Fourth  (1599—1600,  4to., 
n*.  1436-7;  ISl.  ISt,),  his  Much  Ado  about  Nothing,  1600,  4to.,  (n<>.  1438; 
7/.  10s.) — 1  say  enough  to  sharpen  the  collector's  appetite  to  obtain,  if  he  have 
it  not,  possession  of  this  curious  but  barbarously  printed  catalogue.  To  these, 
let  me  add  the  "  Catalogue  qf  a  portion  of  the  Library  of  William  Fillino« 
HAM,  Esq.,  conntting  qf  old  quarto  plays,  early  English  Poetry,  and  a  few  scarce 
Tra/cts,  Ac,  sold  by  Leigh  and  Sotheby,  April  1805,  8vo."  The  arrangement  of 
this  small  catalogue  is  excellent.  Many  of  the  books  in  it  are  of  the  rarest 
oeourrenee;  and,  to  my  knowledge,  were  in  the  finest  preservation.  The  col- 
lector  is  no  more !  He  died  in  India  ;  cut  off  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  in  the 
midst  of  his  intellectual  and  book-collecting  ardour  I  He  was  a  man  of  exceed- 
ingly gentlemanlike  manners,  and  amiable  disposition  ;  and  his  taste  was,  upon 
the  whole,  well  cultivated  and  correct.  Many  a  pleasant,  and  many  a  profit- 
able, hour  have  J  spent  in  his  "  delightsome"  library  I !  1 

• 

"  If  the  reader  attend  only  to  the  above  flourishing  eulogy,  by  Lysander, 
upon  the  extraordinary  collection  of  Major,  or  Thomas,  Pearson,  I  fear  he  wUl 
not  rise  from  the  perusal  of  these  pages  impressed  with  very  accurate  notions  of 
the  same.  To  qualify  such  ardent  panegyric,  and  at  the  same  time  to  please  the 
hearts  of  all  honest  bibliomaniacs,  I  here  subjoin  something  like  a  sober  analysis 
of  the  Bihliotheea  Pearsoniana.    The  title  to  the  Sale  Catalogue  is  as  follows  ' 
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a  gentleman^  who  has  far  eclipsed  the    bibliomaniaeal 
reputation  of  his  military  predecessor.   General  Dorn^r. 

"Btblioth,  Pearson,  A  Catalogue  qf  the  Library  qf  Thomab  FXabsoh,  Siq. 
Containing  a  very  extensive  ColUetion  of  ike  lest  and  rartst  hooks  in  eoery  tfiMcl 
qf  English  Literature,  dsc.  Sold  by  Aiution  by  T,  and  J.  Bgerton^  ui  April,  1788^* 
870.  Like  all  the  sale  catalogues  put  forth  by  the  Egertons,  the  present  is  bott 
judiciously  arrauged  and  neatly  printed.  It  is  said  that  there  are  only  tiralvo 
copies  upon  large  paper  ;  but  I  doubt  the  smallness  of  this  number.  My  oiwn  is 
of  this  kind,  superbly  bound,  and  priced  with  a  neatness  peculiar  to  the  caDig» 
phical  powers  of  the  Aforementioned  friend.  It  may  not  be  amias  to  prefli:  an 
extract  from  a  newspaper  of  the  day  ;  in  which  this  sale  was  thus  noticed :  '^lia 
Black-lettero-mania,  which  raged  so  furiously  in  the  course  of  last  Spring  «t  the 
Sale  of  Dr.  Wright's  Books,  has  broken  out  with  still  greater  Tiolenoe  aft  iks 
present  auction  of  Major  Pearson's  Library.  This  assertion  may  be  oouite- 
nanced  by  the  following  examples."  Then  follow  a  few  specimens  of  the  prSeei 
given.  The  reader  is  now  presented  with  copious  specimens,  selected  aoen^fing 
to  their  numerical  order :  the  addenda,  between  iuTorted  commas,  being  oopiad 
from  the  said  newspaper.  , 

£  t.  d, 

1888.  Webbe's  Discourse  of  English  Poetrie,  1586,  4to.  .        .       .360 

"  Bought  by  Mr.  Steevens  versus  Mr.  Malone.*' 

1889.  Puttenham's  Art  of  English  Poesie,  1589,  4to.        .        .        .        .    1  12  0 
1900.  The  fyrst  Boke  of  the  Introduction  to  Knowledge,  kc  ;  JPrisUmi 

by  W,  Copland,  no  date,  4to 4  15  0 

"  By  the  Boy.  Mr.  Brand  versus  Lord  Charlemoni." 
1910.  The  Castell  of  Laboure ;   Emprynted  by  Pynaon,  4to.,  no  date,    8   S  0 

1926.  Dekker's  Miscellaneous  Pieces,  1604,  kc,  4to 2   2  0 

1932.  A  curious  collection  of  sundry  rare  pieces,  4to.     .        •        •        .840 

1951.  Drollery's  (eleven)  1661,  &c.,  8vo 5   6  6 

These  droll  pieces  are  now  much  coveted  by  knowing  bibUomanlaos. 
Mr.  Heber  and  Mr.  Hill  have  each  a  copious  collection  of  them ;  and 
Mr.  Gutch  of  Bristol,  a  bookseller  of  gfreat  spirit  in  his  trade,  and  of 
equal  love  of  general  literature,  recently  gratified  the  curious  by  ex- 
hibiting, in  his  catalogue  of  1810,  a  number  of  ^^Oarlands^  which 
ere  now,  have,  in  all  probability,  proved  a  successful  bait  for  some 
hungry  book  fish. 
2035.  Sir  John  Harrington's  most  elegant  and  witty  Epigrams^  with 

portrait,  1618,  8vo 8    8   0 

2090.  Flowers  of  Epigrammes,  &o.      Impr,  by  Shepperd,  1577,  12mo.    1  14   0 

2130.  The  Paradise  of  Dainty  Devises,  &c,  printed  for  B,    While,  ^ 
1600,  4to.    Theworkesofa  YoungWit,  by  N.  B.  b.  L  printed 
by  Thomas  Dawson,  no   date,      Watson's  Mistresse,  &c.y    and    }•     9  13  6 
Sonnets,  b.   1.   imperf,    Diana,  by  the  Earl  and  Counteas  of 
Oxenfoid,  printed  for  J.  Roberts,  wanting  title,  4to.  .  , 

'*  Bought  by  Mr.  Steevens  versus  Mr.  Malone." 

2131.  England's  Helicon,  1600,  4to 5  10 

"By  ditto  versus  ditto." 
2147.  The  Example  of  Vertu ;  printed  by  W,de  Words,  4to. 

"Bought  by  Mr.  Mason  venus  Mr.  Malone.** 
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This  extraordinary  coDection  was  sold  by  auction  the 
yery  next  year  ensuing  the  sale  of  Dr.  Wrighf  s  books 

mx  £  i,    d, 

2182.  A  Mirroor  of  Mysterie ;  finely  wriUm  upon  vellum,  wUh  two 

very  netUdrawingt  uith  pen  and  ini,  1557,  ito,  .        .        .        .200 

2186.  Hanle/B  AfBictioii  and  Deli?eranoe  of  Saints,  portr.  1652,  8vo.    1  12    0 
S190.  Tragedie  of  Sir  Richard  Grenyile,  Knt  printed  by  J.  Roberta, 

1595,  8yo.  0  15    6 

2289.  Laqoei  Ridiouloai,  or  Springes  for  Woodcocks,  by  Henxy  Parrot, 

1613,  8yo 046 

N.B.    Thxt  littU  volume  wu  told  for  at  many  gutneat  at  tke  tale  qf 
Mr.  RudPt  hooht  in  1807. 

2378.  Lyf  of  St.  Ursula  ;  Jmpr,  hy  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  no  dote,  4to.      .    1  10    0 
2374.  Lyf  and  History  of  Saynt  Werburge.      Printed  by  Pynton, 

1521,  4to.    ....: 130 

N.B  Thit  volume  wat  told  for  1%L   18f.   at  the  hut  mentioned  tale, 
2675.  This  lot  comprehends  a  cluster  of  precious  little  black-letter 
pieces,  which  were  purchased  at  the  sale  of  West's  books,  by  liajor 
Pearson.    Eight  in  the  whole :  executed  before  the  year  1540.  .    8  19    0 

2421.  The  Goodly  Oarlande,  or  Chaplet  of  Laurell,  by  Maister  Skel- 
ton ;  Impr.  by  Fawkes,  1523,  4to.  See  here  a  long  note  upon  the 
rarity  and  intrinsic  worth  of  this  curious  little  volume.    "  Purchased 

by  Brand  yersus  the  King/' 7  17    6 

2710.  Ancient  Songs  and  Ballads ;  written  on  various  subjects,  and 
printed  between  the  years  1560  and  1700 ;  chiefly  collected  by 
Robert  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  purchased  at  the  sale  of  the  library  of 
James  West,  Esq.,  in  1773  (for  20^.) :  increased  by  several  addi- 
tions :  2  volumes  hound  in  Rustia  leather, 26    4    6 

"Bought  by  Mr.  IHcol  for  the  Duke  of  Roxbuigh,  versus  Messrs. 
Arnold  and  Ritson."  "N.B.  The  preceding  numerous  and  match- 
leas  collection  of  Old  Ballads  are  all  printed  in  the  black-letter,  and 
decorated  with  many  hundred  wooden  prints.  They  are  pasted  upon 
paper,  with  borders  (printed  on  purpose)  round  each  ballad :  also,  a 
printed  title  and  index  to  each  volume.  To  these  are  added  the  para- 
graphs which  appeared  in  the  public  papers  respecting  the  above  curi- 
ous collection,  at  the  time  they  were  purchased  at  Mr.  West's."  Thus 
far  Messrs.  Egerton.  I  have  to  add  that  the  late  Dukb  of  Rox- 
BX7BGH  became  the  purchaser  of  these  "  matchless"  volumes.  Whilst 
in  Major  Pearson's  possession,  "  with  the  assistance  of  Mi*.  Reed,  the 
collection  received  very  great  additions,  and  was  bound  in  two  very 
large  volumes;  in  this  state  (says  Mr.  Nicol,)  it  was  bought  by  the 
Duke  of  Roxburghe.  After  the  industrious  exertions  of  two  such 
skilful  ooUectoxs  as  Major  Pearson  and  Mr.  Reed,  the  Duke  did  not 
flatter  himself  with  ever  being  able  to  add  much,  to  the  collection  ; 
but,  as  usual,  he  undervalued  his  own  industry.  Finding  that  his  sue- 
C088  far  exceeded  his  expectations,  he  determined  to  add  a  third  volume 
to  the  collection.  Among  these  new  acquisitions  are  some  very  rare 
ballads ;  one  quoted  by  Hamlet,  of  which  no  other  copy  is  known  to 
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and  so  thickly  and  rickly  is  it  sprinkled  with  die 
black-letter^  and  other  curious  lore — so  varied,  interest- 
ing,  and  valuable,  are  the  departments  into  which  it  is 
divided — that  it  is  no  wonder  his  present  Majesty,  the 
late  Duke  of  Roxburgh,  and  Geoi^e  Steevens,  were 
earnest  in  securing  some  of  the  choicest  gems  contained 
in  the  same.  Such  a  collection,  sold  at  the  presoit  day 
-^when  there  is  such  a  "  qui  vive'*  for  the  sort  of  lite- 
rature which  it  displays — what  would  it  produce?  At 
least  four  times  more,  than  its  sum  total,  two  and 
twenty  years  ago ! 

Lis  O  rare  Thomas  Pbarson  !  I  will  look  sharply 
after  a  large  paper,  priced,  copy  of  the  SSfSaUeoa 
Pearsamana  ! 

Lysand.  You  must  pay  smartly  for  it,  if  yon  are 
determined  to  possess  it. 

Belin.  Madness  !  —  Madness  inconceivable  !  —  and 
undescribed  by  Darwin,  Arnold,  and  Haslam !  But,  I 
pray  you,  proceed. 

Lysand.  Alas,  madam,  the  task  g^ws  more  and 
more  complex  as  I  draw  towards  the  completion  of  it 

In  the  year  1789  the  book-treasures  of  the  far-famed 
PiNELLi*  Collection  were  disposed  of  by  public  auction : 

exist. '*    Preface  to  the  Roxburgh   Catalogue,  p.  5.    The  ballad  here 

alluded  to  may  be  seen  in  Mr.  Eyans's  recent  edition  of  hia  father^s 

Collection  of  Old  Ballads ;  vol.  L,  p.  7. 

8262  to  3329.  These  numbers  comprehend  a  yery  uncommon  and  in- 
teresting set  of  Old  Romances/  which,  collectiyely,  did  not  pro- 
duce B61. — ^but  which  now,  would  have  been  sold  for 1  ? 

3380  to  4151.    An  extraordinary  collection  of  the  English  Drama. 

And  thus  farewell  M^JOB  Peabson  1 

*  Mention  has  already  been  mode  of  the  different  CatalogM£s  <if  the  PnilLU 
Collection :  see  p.  21,  ante.  Here,  as  Lysander  has  thought  proper  again  to 
notice  the  name  of  the  collector,  I  am  tempted  to  add  a  few  speoimeDS  of  the 
extraordinary  books  contained  in  his  extraordinary  library  :  adding  thereto  the 
prices  for  which  they  were  sold.  But— again  and  again  I  obeenre,  t»  {imiie— 
these  sums  form  no  criterion  of  the  present  worth  of  the  bookB;  be  the  mne 
more  or  less  ]    It  is  a  document  only  of  bibliographical  ourioaity. 

WO.  £  s.  d, 

708.  La  Biblia    Sacra   in  Lingua  Vulgare  tradotta;    1471.   folio.   2 

▼ol» «10 

2555.   Bandello,   Canti  xi  deile  lodi  della  Bignora  Lucrezia  6onzag» 

di  Gajsuolo,  &c.,  1545,  8to 15  15   0 
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nor  can  one  thinks  without  some  little  grief  of  hearty 
npon  the  dispersion  of  a  library,  which  (much  more  than 
oommercial  speculations  and  profits)  had,  for  upwards 
aS  a  century,  reflected  so  much  credit  upon  the  family 

va  £    »,  d. 

S606.  Daote,  La  Divina  Comedia ;  1472,  folio.  BdU.  Pnn.  .  .  25  14  6 
8848.  Petrarca,  Le  Rime.  VenoE.  1470,  4to.  Pnn.  Bdit.  .  .  27  6  0 
8458.  Sannaezaro,  L' Arcadia.     Ven.  Aid.  1514,  Sto.   R$emp,  MtamptUa 

mCartapeeara.  ,        .        .        .        , 16  16    0 

4K)9.  Biblia  Polyglotta;   Complut.  1514,  &c.,  folio.  6  toIb.  Exemplar 

tiUegerrimum  tpleRdidissimum.    DCPRRSBXTM  IN  ICBMBBANIB.  .  488    0    0 

All  the  world  (perhaps  1  should  haye  said  the  bibliographical  world) 
baa  heard  of  this  pre-eminently  wonderful  set  of  books ;  now  in  Count 
Maoarty's  library  at  Thoulouse.  My  friend.  Dr.  Qossot — who  will  not 
(I  trust)  petition  for  excommunicating  me  from  the  orthodox  church  to 
which  I  haye  the  honour  of  belonging,  if  I  number  him  in  the  upper 
class  of  bibliomaniacs — ^was  unable  to  attend  the  sale  of  the  Pinelli 
collection,  from  severe  illness :  but  he  did  petition  for  a  sight  of  one  of 
these  Tolumes  of  old  Ximenes's  polyglott— which,  much  more  effectual- 
ly than  the  spiders  round  Ashmole's  neck  (yide  p.  298,  ante),  upon  an 
.embrace  thereof,  effected  his  cure.  Shakspeare,  surely,  could  never 
have  meant  to  throw  such  "  physic"  as  this  "  to  the  dogs  ?  1 "  But,  to 
return. 
8956.  Anthologia  Epig.  Orsec    1494.    4to.    Bxemp.  impr,  in  mem' 

hrania, 4500 

9808.  Theocritus  (absque  ulla  nota)  4to.    Bdilio  Princep9  .        •        .    81  10    0 

9772.  Plautus,  1472.  foUo.    EdUio  Prineeps 86    0    0 

11,215;  Aulus  OeUius,  1469,  foUo.     jEdit.  Princept 68  16    0 

11,288.  Maorobius,  1472,  foUo.    £diL  Prin 88  12    0 

12^141.  Priscianus  de  art.  gram.  1470.  foL    In  Memhranis,  .        .    51    9    0 

[Sale  Catalogue,  1789,  8ya] 
But — "Jam  satis. 

It  probably  escaped  Ljrsander  that,  while  the  sale  of  the  Pinelli  collection  at- 
tracted crowds  of  bibliomaniacs  to  Conduit  Street,  Hanover  Square,  a  very  fine 
library  was  disposed  of,  in  a  quiet  and  comfortable  manner,  at  the  rooms  of 
Messrs.  Leigh  and  Sotheby,  in  York  Street,  Covent  Garden ;  under  the  following 
title  to  the  catalogue  :  A  Catalogue  of  a  very  elegant  and  enrioui  CMnet  qf 
Book*,  lately  imported  from  France,  &o.  (sold  in  May,  1789).  My  priced  copy 
of  this  catalogue  affixes  the  name  (in  MS.)  of  Maoartnet,  as  the  owner  of  this 
precious  "Cabinet."  There  were  only  1672  articles;  containing  a  judicious 
sprinkling  of  what  was  elegant,  rare,  and  curious,  in  almost  every  department 
of  literature.  The  eleventh  and  twelfth  days*  sale  were  devoted  to  MSS. ;  many 
of  them  of  extraordinary  beauty  and  singularity.  It  was  from  this  collection, 
n®.  248,  that  Lord  Spencer  obtamed,  for  a  comparatively  small  sum,  one  of  the 
most  curious  books  (if  not  an  unique  volume)  in  the  class  of  early  English 
printed  ones,  which  are  in  his  own  matchless  collection.  It  is  the  **Sieg€  qf 
ItKodet,"  which  has  a  strong  appearance  of  being  the  production  of  Cazton's 
press.    Thp  copy  is  perfectly  clean  and  almost  uncut. 
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of  its  possessors.  The  atmosphere  of  our  metropdis, 
aboat  this  period,  became  as  mach  infected  with  the 
miasmata  of  the  Book-Plagub  as  it  did^  about  190  yean 
before,  with  the  miasmata  of  a  plague  of  a  different 
description  :  for  the  worthy  inhabitants  of  Westminster 
had  hardly  recovered  from  the  shock  of  the  biblio- 
maniacal  attack  from  the  Pinelli  sale,  'ere  they  were 
doomed  to  suffer  the  tortures  of  a  similar  one  in  that  of 
the  Paris*  collection.    This  latter  was  of  shorter  dura- 


*  If  the  reader  will  be  pleased  to  turn  to  page  90,  ante^  he  will  find  % 
tolerably  copious  and  correct  list  of  the  different  sales  of  books  which  were  onee 
in  the  possession  of  MoNS.  Pabib  de  Mstzisux.  In  the  same  place  he  will 
also  find  mention  made  of  a  singular  drcumstanoe  attending  the  aale  of  thi 
aboye  coUeotion  noticed  by  Lysandor.  As  a  corollaiy,  thereforsi,  to  what  hia 
been  before  observed^  take  the  following  specimens  of  the  books — with  the  prioH 
for  which  they  are  sold— which  distinguished  the  BUdiothMa  Porinajwu  Thif 
are  from  the  French  Catalogue,  1790,  8to. 

vo.  £    »,  d, 

2.  Biblia  sacra  latina  vulgatse  editionis  (ex  translatioDe  et  com 
prsefationibus  S.  Hieronymi) ;  VenetiiSy  N.  Jenson,  1476,  2  toL  in 
fol.  :  avec  fniniatures,  reliS  en  mar,  r.  daubU  de  taint,  detUelUt  et 
hoiUt:  IMFRIHE  SUB  YELIN.  "On  oonnolt  Teztreme  rarettf  de 
cette  belle  edition  quand  les  exemplaires  jK>nt  sur  T^lin.  Nona 
n*en  connoiasons  qu*im  seul,  bien  moins  beau  que  oelui  oi ;  celni 
que  nous  anuongoos  est  de  toute  beauts,  et  on  ne  peut  rien  igoater 

au  luxe  de  la  relieure." .        •  1S9  17   0 

3.  Biblia  sacra  vulgatsB  editionis,  tribuB  tomis  distinota  (jussu 
Sixt.  v.,  pontificis  man' mi  edita) ;  Roma,  ex  typografkia  apottolioa 
vaticana,  1590;  in,  fol,  ch,  mag.  maroquin  rouge. 

*'  Superbo  exemplaire  d'un  livre  de  la  plus  grande  raret^ ;  il  porta 

sur  la  couyerture  les  armes  de  Sixte  Quint.** 64    1   0 

10.  Epitome  passionis  Jesn  Christi,  in  4f*,  bub  vslin  ayec  miniatures. 
Manuscrit  iris  pricieux  du  oommencement  du  16  siecle,  contenant 
37  fouillets  Merits  en  ancienne  ronde  b&tarde,  et  17  pages  de  minia- 
tures d'un  dessoin  et  d'un  fini  inappr€ciables.  "  Les  desseins  sont 
d' Albert  Durer,  tels  qu*il  les  a  gray^s  dans  see  onyrages,  et  Tex^cii- 
tion  est  si  anim^  qu'on  peut  croire  qu'elle  est,  en  tout  ou  en  partia, 
de  la  main  de  oe  peintre  c^ebre.  On  ne  peut  trop  louer  la  beauts 
do  CO  liyre." 5080 

13.  Officium  beats  Maris  yixginis  cum  oalendario;  in  4*.  mar.  r. 
dontelles.  "  Cette  poire  d*keures  manuterite  BUB  YKLUr,  est  sans  con- 
tredit  une  des  plus  belles  et  des  plus  achey^es  que  Ton  puisse  trouTor. 
Au  rare  m^rite  de  sa  parfaite  execution  elle  rtfunit  encore  oelui  d'aToir 
6t4  faite  pour  Frangoise  ler,  roi  de  France,  et  d'etre  d^ooree  dans 
toutes  ses  pages  de  TembMrne  et  du  ohiffre  de  oe  monarque.  Oe 
manuscrit,  d'un  prix  inestimable,  est  ecrit  en  lettree  rondea  sur  un 
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lion;  bat  of  an  mfinitely  more  powerful  nature:  for 
then  you  might  have  seen  the  most  notorioos  biblio- 
maniacs, with  blood    inflamed  and  fancies    intoxicated. 


so.  £  «.  cL 

T^lin  tr^  bUno"— "  il  est  daoor^  da  ti^  beUct  oapttales,  da  g^oir- 
landoB  8uperb€8  de  flours,  de  ools^e-lampe,  ft  de  12  bordores  om^ee 
d'oiseauz,  d'inseotes,  de  fleors  et  dekunes  d'or  trte  brillant.*' — "U 
est  impossible  de  donner  une  id^  satinfftisante  do  le  beaat^  et  de 
la  ricbesse  de  12  peintures  admiiables  qui  enriohissent  autant  de 
pages  de  8  pouoee  et  demi  de  baateur,  sor  enTixon  6  ponoes  de 
lai^geur ;  elles  sent  au  dessos  de  toate  expression ;  mais  il  11*7  ea  a 
qu'une  qui  soit  da  temps  de  Frangois  ler.  ;  un  seigneur  dont  on 
Toit  les  armes  peintes  sur  le  seoond  feuillety  a  fidt  ex^outer  lee 
antres  dans  la  siede  dernier,  aTdo  one  magnifioenoe  pea  commane. 
Les  tableaux  et  les  omemens  dont  il  a  enriohi  ce  pr^denx  manu- 
•    acrit  se  distinguent  par  une  composition  savante  et  graoieuse,  un 

dessin  correct,  one  toucbe  pr^deuse  et  un  coloris  agr^ble,"  be     ,  109    4    0 

14.  Heures  de  Notre-Dame,  Rentes   k  la  main,  1647»  par  Jany, 

Pariden,  in  8®.   chagrin  nair,  avee  deux  Jermairs  tTai*  et  hoUe  de 

mar,  hL    "Oes  beures  sont  un  obef-d'oBuvre  d'^criture  k  de  pdn- 

ture.    Le  ftuneux  Jany,  qui  n*a  pas  encore  eu  son  tfgal  en  Tart 

d'^orire,  s'y  est  surpass^,  &  7  a  prouytf  que  la  regularity,  la  nettet^ 

h  la  preddon  des  oaraoteres  du  burin  et  de  Timpresdon  pouroient 

dtre  imit^es  avec  la  plume  k  un  degr^  de  perfection  inconoerable." 

— "  Le  peintro,  dont  le  nom  nous  est  inoonnu,  &  qui  doit  ayoir 

€i4  un  des  plus  fameux  du  dede  de   Louis  XIV. ,  a  trayaill^  k 

I'envi  aveo  Nicolas  Jarry  k  rendre  ces  beures   dignes  d*admira- 

tion." — "Les  sept  peintures  dont  il  les  a  enricbes,  sont  recom- 

mendables  par  la  purity  de  leur  dessein,  la  vivadt^  des  oouleuis, 

la  yerit^  de  I'expresdon,  et  leur  pr^eux  fini."         .        .        .        •    78  10    0 

Tbis  matcbless  little  volume  was  purcbased   by  Mr.   Jobnes   of 

Hafod,  and  presented  by  bim  to  his  daughter,  wbo  bas  successfully 

<x>pied  tbe  miniatures ;    and,  in  the  true  spirit  of  a  female  biblio* 

maniac,  makes  this  book  her  trayelling  companion  "  wbererer  she 

goea,** 

15.  Office]  de  la  Vierge,  manitaerit,  areo  39]  miniatures  et  on  grand* 
nombre  de  figures  bizarree,  oiseaux,  etc.  sup^rieurement  ex^cut^ ; 
2  Yol.  in  80.  nu  bL  dovhli  de  tapu,  ame  Huit.  "  On  ne  pent  rien 
▼oir  de  plus  agr^able  k  de  mieux  diversifi^  que  les  diff^rents 
sujets  des  miniatures;  en  tout,  oet  exemplaare  est  un  des  plus 
beaux  que  j'aie  jamais  vus ;  c'est  odui  de  Heart.  U  est  k  re- 
marquer  k  cause  du  costume  de  qudques  figures ;  il  a  ^t^  rdi^ 
ayec  le  plus  grand  soin  et  la  plus  grande  d^pense."  .       .        .  110    6    0 

.145.  L'art.de  connoltre  et  d!appr€der  les  miniatures  des  andena 
manuscrits ;  par  M.  Tabb^  Biye,  ayec  80  tableaux  enlumines, 
oopi^  d'apr^  les  plus  beaux  manuscrits  qui  se  tronyoient  dans  la 
biblioth€que  de  M.  le  Due  de  la  Valliere,  et  d'autres  pr^deux 
cabinets.      Exemplairt  jxitU  BUR    V£LIN.      "M.  Tabb^  Riye    se 
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rushing  towards  the  examination  of  the  truly  natchkti 
volumes  contained  within  this  collection.  Yet  remem- 
ber that,  while  the  whole  of  Pall  Mall  was  thronged 

no.  £  fill 

propoaoit  de  donner  one  diasertatioD  ynr  lea  mannacrfta  finhiinfn<Si 
pour  aooompagner  cea  deesina;  maia  jnaqu'id  syant  dea  ndaona 
qui  rempdchent  d'en  gratifier  le  public,  il  en  a  donntf  U  deacrip- 
tion  en  manuaorit   (le   aeul   qui  eziate)     an  propri^taire  de   ee 

auperbe  ezemplajre." 6814  0 

'240.  Lea  faicta,  dictea  et  balladea  de  maitre  Alain  Chaitier:  Paris, 
Pierre  U  Carom,  utu  daie,  in  foL  velourt  vert ;  nfPRDOB  BUR 
TELnr.  "Exemplaire  qui  ne  laiaM  lien  k  deairer,  poor  la 
grandeur  dea  margea,  la  peintnre  dea  miniatnrea  ei  de  toiitea 
lee  lettrM  oapitalea.  La  fineaae  dea  lignea  rougea,  qui  diriaeni 
cfaaque  ligne,  demontre  oombien  on  a '  4t6  engage  k  le  raa- 
dre  pr^eux.  H  eat  dana  aa  ralieure  originale  parfaitement 
Inen  coaaenrtf  ;  il  a  apparteou  k  Clande  dlJrf tf :  I'edxtiQn  pawn 
pour  ^tre  de    Fann^    1484.       Koyes    Bibliograpkis   In&tnuHmt 

no.  2998."  a  10  » 

S42.  Contea  de  la  Fontaine,  area  nuniatnrea^  lignettea  et  cola-da- 
lampea  k  ohaque  oonte ;  2  toL  in  4*. ;  ol  bleu.  dooUtf  de  tapi^ 
tftma.  **  Matujuerit  imeomparable  poor  le  g^nie  et  rextaition 
dea  deeaina.  U  eat  inoonoerable  que  la  Tie  d'on  artiate  ait  pa 
auffire  pour  ex^cuter  d*une  maaibie  at  finie  on  ai  gfand  nombra 
de  peinturea  exquiaee ;  le  toot  eat  d'on  coloria  ^elatant^  d*ODa 
conaerration  parf aite,  k  aor  do  T^lin  egaleoient  Uano  et  ooi  ; 
enfin  c'eat  on  aasemblage  de  nriniatorea  pr^deoaea  et  dignea  d'or- 
ner  le  plua  beao  cabinet." 
L*ecriture  a  ^t^  faite  par  MoochanaB^,  et  lea  miniatmnea  par  la 

fameux  MaroUea. S16   0  0 

82S.  Opera  di  Fracoeaoo  Petrarcfaa  ;  arasa  Imcffko  ISO,  mar.  r. 
doMi  de  tabu  ei  itmi;  uiPROfX  BUB  TSLm.  "Exemplaire  aana 
prix,  arec  grand  nombre  de  miniatorea  channantea.  D  paaaoit 
poor  constant  )l  Florence,  oh  je  I'ai  acbet^,  qo'il  an>ite  €i6  im- 
prim^  3k  part  ptobablement  pour  qu^qn'un  dea  Mddida,  et  aor  lea 
corrections  de  I'dditioo  de  1514 ;  car  lea  fantea  ne  tCj  troovent 
pasy  et  il  ne  m*a  pas  4Xfd  possible  d'en  dtfeouTxir  one  aeole. — ^La 
parfaite  conserratMO  de  ce  lirre  pr^deox  dtfmontre  oombieD  aea 
poeseeeeurs  ont  ^t.*  Mosible  )l  aa  Taleor.    P***."  •  •  116  11   0 

4$<5L  CoIIfSTtionea  Peregrinauociam  in  Indiam  Orieotalem  et  in  In- 
diam  Occidentalein,  XXT  pardbos  compvehenaK»  Je&  Frmtieqf.  ad 
Jkfijnra.  1590,  &c..  <»  wol.  rtiUt  m  24,  /ofia;  wmroq.  eiir.  Mm  H 
rvnyv.  *'Ex«mp!air»  de  la  plus  graade  beaok^,  ei  qoi  poaaede 
autaat  de  perfection  que  pooToamt  hd  donzMr  lea  aoina  ei  lea 
eoonoaaiazboes  dea  plus  graoda  amateoza.**  •  •  •  •  •  2U^  9  ^ 
MiS^  Lm  grands  chzvcuqxMs  de  Fkaaoe  (ditea  lea  chroniqaaB  da  8L 
Deoj«>:    P^eris,  AuttMMd  Vanard,  1488^  3  vok.  §cL  mL  rot^e,  al 
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with  the  carriages  of  collectors,  anxious  to  carry  off  in 
triumph  some  vellum  copy  of  foreign  execution — ^there 
wao  sold,  in  a  quiet  comer  of  the  metropolis,  the  copious 
and  scholar-like  collection  of  Michael  Lort,  D.D.  The 
owner  of  this  latter  library  was  a  learned  and  amiable 
character,  and  a  bibliographer  of  no  mean  repute.*    His 


loUa;  ncFRDCB  8X7R  VILIN.  "Ezemplalre  d*une  magnifioence 
^tonante  pour  la  blanohenr  du  T)^!!,  la  grandeur  dee  marges,  et 
FouTrage  immense  de  renluminure ;  ehaque  lettre-oapitale  €tant 
peinte  en  or,  et  contenant  958  miniatures,  dont  18  sont  de  la  grandeur 
des  pages,  et  940  environ  de  4  pouces  de  hauteur  sur  8  de  largeur. 
n  est  encore  dans  sa  relieure  originale,  et  d'une  fndcheur  k  d'une 
oonservation  parfaites  :  il  a  appartenu  k  Claude  dlJrf^/*  .  .  151  4  0 
546.  Chroniques  do  France,  d'Angleterre,  d'Eoosse,  d'Espagnes,  et  de 
Bretaigne,  etc. ;  par  Froistart ;  Parts,  O,  Euttaee,  1514.  4  vol,  in 
fol,  mar.  r.  dovhlS  de  tahis,  et  hoUet  Df FBIMK  SUB  VBLIN.  "  On 
peut  regarder  ce  livre  oomme  un  des  plus  rares  qui  ezxste.  L*exem- 
plaire  est  unique  et  inoonnu  aux  meilleurs  bibliogra^hes ;  SauTage 
ne  Va  jamaie  yu  ;  il  est  de  la  premiere  beauts  par  la  blanoheur 
du  T^lin,  &  par  sa  belle  conservation.  On  y  a  joint  tout  le  luxe 
delar^eure.'*    In  the  ff^fod  Collection 149    2    0 

*  The  following  is  the  title  of  the  Bibliotheoa  Lortiana.  *'A  Catalogue  of 
the  efUire  and  valuable  Library  of  the  late  Rev.|Miohaxl  Lort,  D.D.,  F.R.S. 
and  A.S.,  which  mil  be  eold  by  auction  by  Leigh  and  Sotheby,  dx,,  April  5,  1791, 
Syo.  The  sale  lasted  twenty-five  days ;  and  the  number  of  lots  or  artides  was 
6665.  The  ensuing  specimens  of  a  few  of  the  book-treasures  in  this  collection 
prove  that  Lysander's  encomium  upon  the  collector  is  not  without  foundation. 

KO.  £   i.  d, 

1788.  Gardiner's  (Bishop)  Detection  of  the  Devil's  Sophistry,  MS. 
title:  printed  by  John  Hertford,  in  Aldersgate  Street,  at  the  cost 
and  charges  of  Robert  Toye,  1546,  12mo.  Note  in  this  book : 
"Though  this  book  is  imperfect,  yet  the  remarkable  part  of  it, 
via.  sheet  E,  printed  in  the  Greek  letter,  and  sheet  F  in  Latin,  with 

the  \Roman  letter,  are  not  wan  tin£^." 0    2    0 

1847.  Hale's  (T.)  Account  of  New  Inventions,  in  a  letter  to  the  Earl 
of  Marlborough,  8vo.  Note  in  this  book :  "  Bfany  curious  parti- 
culars in  this  book,  more  especially  a  prophetic  passage  relative  to 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  p.  XLvn."  .        .        .        .        -        .050 

1880.  Harrison's  (Michael)  four  Sermons.      'IN.B.     The   author    of 

this  book  cut  the  types  himself,  and  printed  it  at  St.  'ives,"    8vo    0    8    0 

1980.  FesUval  (The)  impressus  Rothomage,  1499,  4to.  In  this  book 
(which  is  in  English)  at  the  end  of  each  Festival  is  a  narration  of 

the  Ufe  of  the  Saint,  or  of  the  particular  festival 0  16    0 

1981.  Festival    (The)    with    wooden  outs,    compleat:    emprynted   by 
Wynkyn  de  Worde,  1408,  4to 0  15    0 


412  THE  DRAWIKQ  BOOM. 

books  were  frequently  enriched  with  apposite  MS.  re^ 
marks;  and  the  variety  and  extent  of  his  <xdIectioiiy 
suited  to  all  tastes,  and  sufficiently  abundant  for  enarj 
appetite,  forms,  I  think,  a  useful  model  after  whidi 
future  bibliomaniacs  may  build  their  libraries. 

2156.  Johnson's  (Dr.  Sam.)  Journey  to  the  Western  Islands  of 
SootlancL  "  In  this  book  is  contained  the  cancelled  part  of  page  48, 
relative  to  Litchfield  Cathedral;  likewise  'the  cancelled  part  of 
page  296,  respecting  the  cave  at  Egg,  and  the  tnmsaotion  there ; 
also  parts  of  reriews  and  newspapers,  concerning  Dr.  Johnson ; 
.  two  plates,  MS.  copy  of  a  letter  of  Dr.  Johnson's  :  and  Hendeivon's 
letter  to  Johnson  on  his  journey  to  Scotland.'*    1776,  Sro.         •        •    0  15  0 

2558.  Muggleton's  Acts  of  the  Witnesses  of  the  Spirit;  imI4  Aeads, 
MS.  retnarii,  and  notes,  1699.  Ludowiok  Muggleton,  bom  in 
Bishopgate  Street,  1609 ;  put  apprentice  to  John  Quick,  a  taylor. 
Married  a  virgin  of  19,  setat  suss  ^    Another  virgin  of  19,  astat  82. 

A  third  virgin  wife  of  25,  estat.  58.    Chosen  a  prophet  1665,  4to.      .056 

2559.  Muggleton's  and  Reeve's  volume  of  Spiritual  Epistles ;  elegantly 
bound,  with  a  head  of  Muggleton  underneath  a  MS.  note,  1755^  4feo.    0  10  I 

2579.  Lower's  Voyage  of  Charles  II.  made  into  Holland,  head  and 
plates.  Hague.  1660.  Folio.  N.B.  '*A  very  unoommon  hook, 
containing  many  curious  particulars." 110 

2776.  Owen's  (Dr.  John)  Divine  Originall,  &a  of  the  Scriptures, 
Oxford,  1659,  8vo.  Note  in  this  book :  ''  One  of  the  soaroest  and 
best  of  Dr.  Owen's  works." 0  10 

8005.  Psalms  (The  whole  Booke  of)  with  Hymns,  by  Bavenseroft, 
with  music,  8vo.  "  Note ;  in  this  book  are  some  tones  by  John 
Milton,  the  great  poef  s  father.    See  page  242,  62."  .        .        .010 

8842.  Stubbes's  Anatomic  of  Abuses,  printed  at  London  by  Bichard 
Jones,  16  August,  1583,  8vo.  Note iu  this  book:  "I bought  thia 
rare  book  at  the  auction  of  Mr.  Joseph  Hart's  books,  in  May  1771^ 
where  it  cost  me  St.  fee."  M.  L.  [The  reader  may  just  run  back 
to  page  279,  ante ;  where  he  will  find  some  account  of  this  wark.]    1  M  0 

4185.  Champ  Fleury,  auquel  est  contenu  I'Art  et  Science  de  la  deua 
et  vraye  Proportion  de  Lettres  Antiques  et  Bomaines  sek>n  la 
Corps  et  visage  Humain,  avec  figures.  Par.  1529.  Folkv  ^  Tkd» 
uneomfMm  book  wuwld  at  an  atieHon,  1722,  for  21.  15t.** .  •        •    OUf 

4437.  Alberti  Descriptione  di  tutta  Italia,  Venes,  1568,  4to.  Nate  in 
this  book — "  This  it  a  very   tearce  and  much  valued    aeonuU  qf 

Italy. ^*    With  another  curious  note  respecting  the  author.         »        .095 

4438.  Aldrete  Varias  Antiguedales  de  Espana,  Africa,  y  otsaa  Ptofin- 
das.  Amberes,  1641,  4to.  N<At  in  thit  book:  ''Ona  of  tlia  most 
valuable  books  of  this  kind  in  the  Spanish  language,  and  twj 
rarely  to  be  met  with." .Off 

5582.  Humfredi,  Vita  Episcop.  Juelli,.  foliis  deawatis.  Loud,  ap 
Dayum,  1573,  4to.  NoU  in  thit  book:  "At  the  end  of  thfa  baok 
are  probably  some  of  the  first  Hebrew  t^es  used  in  England."        .    0  1  # 
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Alman.  1  am  glad  to  hear  you  notice  such  kind  of 
rejections ;  for  utility  and  common  sense  have  always 
appeared  to  me  a  great  desideratum  among  the  libraries 
of  your  professed  bibliomaniacs. 

Belin.  Yes : — ;You  pride  yourselves  upon  your  large 
paper,  and  clean,  and  matchless  copies — but  you  do 
not  dwell  quite  so  satisfactorily  upon  your  useful  and 
profitable  volumes — ^which,  surely  stand  not  in  need  of 
expulsive  embellishments.  Lort's  collection  would  be 
the  library  for  my  money — if  I  were  disposed  to  become 
a  female  bibliomaniac ! 

Lis.  You  are  even  a  more  jejune  student  than 
myself  in  bibliography,  or  you  would  not  talk  in  this 
strain,  Belinda.  Abuse  fine  copies  of  books!  I  hope 
you  forgive  her,  Lysander  ? 

Lysand.  Most  cordially.  But  have  I  not  discoursed 
sufficiently  ?  The  ladies  are,  I  fear,  beginning  to  be 
wearied ;  and  the  night  is  **  almost  at  odds  with  morn- 
ing which  is  which." 

LoREN.  Nay,  nay,  we  must  not  yet  terminate  our 
conversation.  Pursue,  and  completely  accomplish,  the 
noble  task  which  you  have  begun.  But  a  few  more 
years  to  run  down — a  few  more  renowned  biblio- 
maniacs to  "kill  off" — and  then  we  retire  to  our 
pillows  delighted  and  instructed  by  your 

Lysand.  Halt !  If  you  go  on  thus,  there  is  an  end 
to  our  "Table  Talk."    I  now  resume. 

»o.  £  t.  d, 

6227.  PrsBsidis    (Epistola    B.AP.)    Oeneralis    et     Begiminls    totios 

CoDgregationis  Anglicans  Ordinis  St.  Benedioti.    Duad,  1628.    Svo.    0    10 
llfoU  in  thit  book :    "  This  is  a  yery  scarce  book  ;    it  was  intended 

only  for  the  use  of  the  order,  and  care  taken  that  it  should  not  get 

into  improper  hands.    See  the  conclusion  of  the  GtoneraTs  mandate, 

and  of  the  book  itself."] 

6616.  Wakefeldi  Oratio  de  Laudibus  et   Utilitate  trium  Unguarum, 
Arabice,  Chaldaiese,   &  Hebraios;  atque   idiomfttibus    Hebraicis 
qnsin  utroque  Testamento  InTeniuntur.    LoncL  ap,  Winandumde 
Worde, — Shirwode    Liber    HebrsBorum    conoionatoris,  seu  Eode- 
floasten.      Antv.  1523.      4to.      Note  in  thit  hook:     ''These  two 
pieces  by  Shirwood  and  Wakefield  are  exceedingly  rare."         .       .040 
For  some  particulars  concerning  the  very  respectable  Dr.  LoRT,  the  reader 
may  consult  the  GctUlem(m*i  Magazine;  toI.  Iz.  pt  ii.  p.  1055, 1199. 


414  THE  DRAWING  ROOM. 

LoRBN.  Yet  a  word  to  save  your  lungs,  and 
slightly  vary  the  discourse.  Let  me  take  yon  with 
me  to  Ireland,  about  this  time;  where,  if  yon  le- 
remember,  the   library  of  Dbnis  Daly*  was  disposed 


*  A  Catalogue  qf  the  Librcay  of  the  laU  lUght  ffonouraJbU  Dknib  Dalt^ 
vill  be  told  by  tmction  on  the  frit  of  May,  1792,  by  Jamet  Vailanet.  DMin^  8fO» 
A  fac-sdmile  copper-plate  of  a  part  of  the  first  psalm,  taken  from  a  BiUe  eixo- 
neotialy  sapposed  to  have  been  printed  by  Ukio  Zell  in  1458,  faoea  tha  titla-pflgt; 
and  a  short  and  pertinent*  preface  suooeeds  it.  The  collectioQ  was  dioiee  and 
elegant:  the  books  are  well  described,  and  the  catalogue  is  printed  with 
neatness.  The  copies  on  large  paper  are  very  scarce.  I  subjoin,  as  a  eurioii^, 
and  for  the  sake  of  comparing  with  modem  prices,  the  sums  for  wfaioh  a  few 
popular  articles  in  English  Hibtobt  were  disposed  of. 

NO.  £   I.  iL 

627.  Tyireli's  General  History  of  England,  5  vols.  Lond.  1697,  foL 
"  To  this  copy  Mr.  Tjrrell  has  made  considerable  additions  in  MS. 
written  in  a  ftur  han<^  which  must  be  worthy  of  the  attention  of 

the  learned." 10    4  9 

638.  Rapin's  History  of  Englaod  with  Tyndal's  Continuation,  5  vols. 
elegantly  bound  in  ruasia,  Lond.  1748-1747,  folio.  "One  of  the 
most  capital  sets  of  Bapin  extant ;  besides  the  elegant  portraits  of 
the  kings  and  queens,  monuments,  medals,  &c.  engraved  for  this 
work,  it  is  further  enriched  with  the  beautiful  prints  executed  hy 
Vertue  and  Houbraken,  for  Birch's  Illustrious  Heads.**  folio.  •  17  S  7 
534.  Carte*8  General  History  of  England,  4  vols,  fine  paper,  eUgami 
inrutsia.    Lond.  1747,  foUo. 7  19    8 

537.  Birch's  Lives  of  Illustrious  Persons  of  Great  Britain,  with  their 
heads  by  Houbraken  and  Vertue ;  2  vols,  in  one,  fret  impreMtiom 
of  the  plates,  imperial  paper,      Lond.   1743 — 1751,  folio.    It  is  im- 
X>ossible  to  give  a  perfect  idea  of  this  book  :  every  plate  is  fine,  and 
appears  to  be  selected  from  the  earliest  impressions :    it  is   now 

very  scarce. 22150 

538.  Campbell's  Vitruvius  Britannicus,  with  Woolfe's  and  Gandon's 
Continuation,  5  vols,  large  paper,  fne  impi-etnons  of  ^  plates, 
elegantly    bound  in  morocco,   gilt  leaves,   dec       Lond.  1717 — ^1767, 

foUo 2506 

540.  Wood's  Historia  et  Antiquitates  Oxoniensis,  large  paper,  nma, 

gilt  leaves,  dx.    Ox.  1674.  2  16  10 

542.  Biographia   Britannica,    7  vols,  large   paper,  eUganily    bomnd. 

Lond.  1747,  fol.  18  18  0 

543. 4  vols,  new  edition,  elegantly  hound  in 

green  Turkey.    Lond.  1778 7  19   8 

545.  MathsBi  Paris,    Monachi  Albanensis    Angli,   Historia  Major,  a 

Wats.    Lond.  1640,  foUo 8197 

546.  Mathsei  Westmonasteriensis,   Flores  Historiarum.    Frana  1601, 

foUo.  .        .        .       , 2  16  10 

547.  Historiss  Anglicans  Scriptores  Varii,  a  Sparke.     Loud.   1723, 

folio 856 
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ef  by  public  auction.  My  father  attended  the  sale; 
and  purchased  at  it  a  great  number  of  the  Old  English 
Chronicles,  and  volumes  relating  to  English  History, 
which  Lisardo  so  much  admired  in  the  library.  You 
remember  the  copy  of  Birch's  IJves  of  Illustrious  Persons 
ofOreat  Britain! 

Lis.     I  do : — and  a  marvellously  fine  one  it  is ! 

LoRBN.  Welly  this  was  formerly  Exemplar  Dalyanum. 
But  now  proceed.  I  wished  only  to  convince  you  that 
ihe  miasmata  (as  you  call  them)  of  the  bibliomaniacal 
disease  ha^  reached  our  Sister  Kingdom.  Of  Scotiand* 
—  I  know  nothing  in  commendation  respecting  the 
Bibliomania. 

BO.  £     IL  (2. 

M8.  Historis  Anglioana  Boriptores  X  a  Twysden ;     2   torn.   fol. 

dMMraJt,    Lond.  1652,  folio 4    11    0 

M9.  Benun  Atiglic&rum  Scriptores  post  Bedam,  a  Saville,  Jol,  deau- 

rtU,    Lond.  1696,  foUo 266 

650.  Bemm  Anglicarum  Scriptorum  Vetemm^  a  Gale ;   8  tom.   foL 

deauroL    Lond.  1684-^1 6  18    9 

661.  Bemm   Britannioammy    Scriptores    VettutioreB.      Lugd.  1687, 

foUo 180 

673.  Piynne's  BeoordB,  8  vols.,  with  the  JrorUitpiecet  wmpUte,  gilt, 
broad  border  qf  gold,  Lond.  1666—68.  "For  an  aooount  of  this 
rare  and  yaloable  work,  see  Oldy's  British  Librarian,  page  n. 
Not  more  than  70  copies  of  the  first  yoL   were  resoned  from  the 

fire  of  London,  1666."    foUo.      . 80  16    8 

I  learn  from  the  nephew  of  the  late  Mr.  Aroher,  of  Dublin,  bookseller,  that  the 
late  Lord  Clare  offered  4000  guineas  for  the  oolleotion— which  contained  only 
X441  lots  or  articles.  The  offef  was  rejected.  Although  the  amount  of  the  sale 
did  not  exceed  87002.  —according  to  a  rough  calculation. 

*  This  is  rather  a  hasty  speech,  on  the  part  of  Lorenzo.  The  copious  and 
curious  catalogues  of  those  booksellers,  Messrs.  Coivstable,  Laino,  and  Black- 
wood— are  a  sufficient  demonstration  that  the  cMiuse  of  the  BiJUiomania  flourishes 
in  the  city  of  Edinburgh.  Whether  they  haye  such  desperate  bibliomaniacs  in 
Scotland,  as  we  posseas  in  London,  and  especially  of  the  book-auction  species — 
is  a  point  which  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  decide.  Certain  it  is  that  the  notes 
of  their  great  poet  are  not  deficient  in  numerous  tempting  extracts  from  rare 
black-letter  tomes ;  and  if  his  example  be  not  more  generally  followed  than  it  is, 
the  iBxAt  must  lie  with  some  scribe  or  other  who  counteracts  its  influence  by 
propagating  opinions,  and  recommending  studies,  of  a  different,  and  less  tasteful, 
cast  of  character.  I  am  fearful  that  there  are  too  many  politico-economicaly 
metaphysical,  and  philosophical  miasmata,  floating  in  the  atmosphere  of  Scot- 
land's metrot>olis,  to  render  the  climate  there  just  now  favourable  to  the  legiti- 
mate cause  of  thb  Bibliomavia. 
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I  had  nearly  forgotten  to  mention^  with  the  e&oomionui 
which  they  merits  the  select,  curious,  and  splendid  ocd- 
lections  of  the  Chauncys  :*  very  able  scholars,  and 
zealous  bibliomaniacs.    Many  a  heavy-metalled  comp^ 


*  A  C(Ualogu4  of  ikt  elegani  and  vaiuahU  lAbrwria  qf  Chablbs  Csaiivo^ 
M.D.  F.R.S.  and  F.S.A. ;  and  qf  kis  brother,  Nathaiviel  CHAiniOT,  Etq.,  leA 
dteea$ed :  dx.  Sold  hf  auction  by  Lagk  a;nd  SotMy,  April,  1790,  Sro :  SUS 
artloles. 

NO.  £   t.  d. 

99.  Booke  of  Raynarde  the  Foze,  morocco,  gflt  leaTes,  LcmUm  Sy 
Thomat  Gaultier,  1550,  8yo. 8   8   0 

108.  Merie  Tales  by  Master  Skelton,  Poet  Laureat;    in^prtnUd  Sy 
Thomoi  Colwdl ;    no  date,  12ino. 16   0 

109.  The  Pleasant  Historic  of  LaEarillo  de  Tormea,  by  David  Bon* 

land  ;  impr,  at  London,  by  Abd  J^et,  1586, 12mo.        .         .        •    0  11   0 

112.  The  Newe  Testament,  corrected  by  Tyndal,  with  ezhortataons 

by  Erasmus ;  gill  leavet,  1536,  12mo. 5    8   6 

113.  More's  Utopia,  by  Bobynson;     impr,  by  Abraham  Veale,  18mo. 
(1551.) 080 

**  N.B.  In  this  are  the  passages  which  hare  been  left  oat  in  the 
later  editions."  (But  the  reader  may  be  pleased  to  examine  my  edi- 
tion of  this  translation  of  the  Utopia;  1808,  2  vols,  Svo.,  see  toL  L, 
p.  clix.) 

119.  The  Epidioion  into  Scotland  of  the  most  woorthely  fortunate 
Prince  Edward,  Duke  of  Somerset,  Unde  unto  our  moat  noble 
soyereign,  &a,  Edward  the  Ylth;   imprinted  by  Orc^fion;  1648, 

Syo.  8  18  0 

(At  the  sale  of  Mr.  Gough's  books  in  1810,  a  fine  copy  of  this  woik 

was  sold  for  10/.  lOt.) 

862.  Ben   Jonson  his   Volpone,  or  the  Foxe;    morocco,  giU  leaves, 

1607,  4to 400 

**  In  this  book  is  this  note  written  by  Ben  Jonion  himself.     '  To  his 
loving  father,  and  worthy  friend  Mr.  John  Florio :    the  ayde  of  his 
Muses.    Ben  Jonson  scales  this  testimony  of  friendship  and  lore.' " 
884.  Nychodemus*s  Grospell,  morocco,  giU  leaves,  emprynUd  of  Lon- 
don, by  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  1511,  4to. 8    8   0 

888.  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Verses ;    in  blue  and  red  moroeoo,  jyiU 

leava,  with  gold  lateeU,  13  vols,  1617,  &c,  foL  .        •        .        .    8  13   6 

572.  Caius  of  English  Dogges,  the  diversitieB,  the  names,  the  natures, 
and  the  properties,  by  Fleming ;  impnnied  ai  London  by  Richard 

Johnet,  1676,  4to 5  10   0 

592.  The  Life  and  Death  of  the  merry  Devill  of  Edmonton,  with 
the  pleasant  Prancks  of  Smug  the  smith.  Sir  John,  and  mine 
Host  of  the  Gteorge,  about  the  stealing  of  Venison,  troaHtpi^oe, 

4to 1  »  « 

599.  Speculum  Xristiani,  corio  turoico,  impress.  London,  p.  WiUd- 
mum  de  Maehlinia  ad  iustandam  nee  non  expensaa  Hexizioi  Unn- 
kenbuxg,  meroatoris,  tine  anno  vel  loco,  area,  1480, 4ta    •       •       .  11    0  0 
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titor  attended  tha  sale  of  the  BibUothecd  Chauncycma ; 
andy  I  dare  say^  if  such  a  collection  of  books  were  now 
subhastd ^ 

Lis.  He  means  "  under  the  hammer/' — Ladies  are 
not  supposed  to  know  these  cramp  Latin  phrases.-^ 

Lysand.  Well,  "  under  the  hammer :"— if,  I  say, 
such  a  collection  were  now  to  be  disposed  of  by 
public  auction,  how  eager  and  emulous  would  our 
notorious  book-collectors  be  to  run  away  with  a  few 
splendid  spoils  ! 

We  will  next  notice  a  not  less  valuable  collection, 
called  the  BibKotheca  Monroiana ;  or  the  library  of  Dr. 
John  Monro  ;*  the  sale  of  which  took  place  in   the  very 

KO.  £  «.   d. 

609.  A  Hundreth  Sundiie  Flowers,  bounde  up  in  one  small  poede^ 
gathered  in  the  fyne  outlandish  gardins  of  Enripidesy  Ovid, 
Petrake,  Aristo,  and  others.    L<mdoii,  4to.      .         .         .        .        .    1  12    0 

1669.  The  Becuile  of  the  Historie  of  Troie ;  imptifHied    1558,  &y    Wil- 

liam.  Copland,  foLio. .250 

1670.  The  Pastyme  of  People.  The  Chronicles  of  dyrers  Bealmys, 
and  most  specyally  of  the  Bealme  of  Englond,  brevely  compylyd 
and  emprynted  in  Chepetyde  at  the  tygne  qf  the  Mearmayde,  next 

Polly* s  Gate  {made  up  with  MS,)  morocco,  gilt  leaves,  folio    . .      •    9  14    0 
1684.  Cunningham's  Cosmographical  Glasse.     Lond*  printed  by  Daye, 

1559,  foL 5  15    6 

(I  conclude  that  it  had  the  portrait.) 
29S2.  Ptolomsei  Cosmographie ;   cum  tab.  georgr.  ilium.       Impreu,  in 

Memhranis,    1482,   fol 14  14    0 

2933.  Virgilii  Opera:  Impress  in  Menibram,  Venet,  ap.  Barthol,  Ore' 
monens,  1472,  foL    (Two    leaves    on    vellum  in  MS.  very  fairly 

written) ;...4310 

Purchased  by  the  late  Mr.  Qiun. 
2984.    Plinii  Hist.  Naturalis;  Venet.   1472,  folio.       Impra.  in  Mem- 
branit.    The  first  leaf  illuminated  on  very  fine  vellum  paper.     Note 
in  this  book  :   '*  This  book,  formerly  Lord  Oxford's,  was  bought  by 

him  of  Andrew  Hay  for  160  guineas."  65    2    0 

Purchased  by  Mr.  Edwards. 
There  was  also  a  magnificent  copy  of  Pyiuon's  first  edition  qf  Chaueer't  Works, 
in  folio,  which  is  now  in  the  collection  of  £arl  Spencer. 

*  ** Btbliotheea  Elegantistima  Monroiana:  A  Caialogue  of  the  elegant  and 
valuable  library  of  John  Munbo,  M.D.,  Physician  to  Bethelem  Hospital,  lately 
deceased.  Sold  by  auction  by  Leigh  and  Sotherby,  kc.  April  23d,  1792,  8vo."  As 
usual,  I  subjoin  a  few  specimens  of  the  collector's  literary  treasures,  in  confirma- 
tion of  the  accuracy  of  Lysander's  eulogy  upon  the    collection No.   709, 

2   K 
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year,  and  a  little  before,  the  preceding  library  wis 
disposed  of.  Don*t  imagine  that  Monro's  books  were 
chiefly   medical;   on    the   contrary,    besides     ftxhihiring 

Cowell's  Interpreter;   or,  Booke  oontainiDflr  the  rignifloatloii   of  madM,  JhH 

edition,  ("  rare  to  be  met  with/')    Cainb,  by  Legate,  1607,  ito. N*.  18RL  Gbol 

(Lee)  Nouvell^s  Nouyelles,  ou  pour  mieux  dire,  Nouveaux  Comptes  k  pbkuiea, 

par  maniere  de  Joyeusotd. Letires  Ootkiqua.  Jig.  et  boi$  a  Hire  JUSS,  JmiOa 

dories,  en  maroquin,   Paris,  par  AnL    Verard,    1476,   fol. N«.  1968;  Hflidi 

Beschryring  der  niouevlyks  uitgevooden  en  geoctrojeerde  Slaog-Bniid- 
Bpuiten,  en  Hoare  wijze  van  Brand-Blussen,  Tegenwoordi^  binnen  ilnito^ 
dam  in  gebruik  zynde,  Wyte  figuurs  Amst.  1690,  fol.  "Jiate  in  tkit  hmk: 
Paris,  1736.  Paid  for  this  book  for  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  KingitoDy  by  Xr. 
Hickman,   2iL"     A  groat  sum  for  a  book  about  a   "newly  diaoormd  fixe 

engine  1" ^N®.  2105,  Vivre  (Le  Uvre  intitule  I'art  de  bein)  et  de  Men  moorir, 

lettres  gothiquea,  ayec  fig.  en  maroquin  dor^  sur  tranchea  ImpriwU  d  Pms, 
1548,  4to.  Note  by  Dr.  Munro  :  "  It  ia  a  very  scarce  book,  more  so  than  gw»- 
rally  thought."  With  a  long  account  of  the  book  on  sepaiate  pftpem.—^ 
No.  2121,  Ariosto,  Orlando  Furioso,  con  figure  da  Porro,  foglie  daimt.  VsmL 
1584,  4to.  N.B.  In  this  copy  the  true  print  is  replaced  tcith  a  frnt  ktad  ef 
Ariosto,  and  elegantly  inlaid  with  moroeeo  and  calf, — ^No.  2147,  Beeeaao 
(Nimpale  Fiesolano :  composto  par  il  Clarissimo  Poeta  Misser  Joamii)  noNQ- 
tino,  &o.  rigato.  Senza  data,  4to.  See  in  this  book  a  long  account  of  tijs  pom 
from  Dom.  Maria  Manni,  in  the  Istoria  del  Decamerone,  p.  55.  "  From  wfait 
Manni  says  in  the  aboye  account,  I  suppose  this  to  be  the  first  edition  he  makM 

mention  of,  as  there  is  no  place  or  date  to  be  found.    J.M.** N*.  S194.  Built 

dl  Landino,  con.  fig.  La  prima  Edizione  di  Landino,  impf.  Firtnit  per  Nidek 
di  Lorenzo  delta  Magna,  1481,  folio.  "In  this  book  are  aeyeral  remaiks  by 
Dr.  Munro,  on  separate  papers.  An  old  scarce  print,  separate.  On  the  title- 
page  the  following  initials*  Cj^R;  upon  which  the  Doctor  remaiks  it 
might  probably  be  the  signature  of  Charles  the  First,  whose  property  it  m^ght 
have  boon.  The  Doctor  likewise  observes  this  copy,  though  imperfect,  is  irtiU 
Yory  valuable,  on  account  of  its  having  eight  plates,  the  generality  having  only 

the  two  first." N®.   2208,   Molinet  (Les  Faictz  et  dictz  de  bone  Memoirs         i 

Maistre  Jehan)  2^^re«  yo^/({^ue<,  en  marofjuin  Par.  1537,  8vo. N®.  2366,  Peri 

Fiesole  Distrutta,  poema :  with  portrait  and  engraved  title,  Firenxe,  1619,  4fto. 
JVbte  in  this  book  :  "  This  is  the  only  copy  I  ever  saw  of  this  work,  which  I 
imagine  is  at  present  become  extremely  scarce.  The  title  and  portndt  an  en- 
graved by  Callott.    The  portrait  is  common  enough,  but  the  title,  known  by  the 

name  of  the  Bella  Giardiniora,  very  seldom  seen.    J.M." N<^.  2S79.  Itidolfiy 

Le  Maraviglie  doll'  Arte,  overo  lo  vite  di  Pittori  Veneti  e  deQo  stato,  con.  ig. 
2  tom.  4to.  N.B.  On  the  blank  leaf  of  this  book  is  an  etching  by  Ovofau 
Rodolphus,  with  this  MS.  note  :   "  I  imsgine  this  to  be  an  etching  of  OsTSMr 

Bodolphi,  as  I  do  not  remember  any  other  of  the  name." N^.  2865,  Lam  in 

Genealogiam  Austriacam,  Basil,  ap.  Oporinom,  1564. — Lacii  Vieiuia  Austria 
Basil,  1546«  Francolin  Res  Gest»  Viennensis,  cum  fig.  Viemim  AvrtrMi 
excudebal  Baphal  Hof halter,  1563.  Folio.  NoU  in  (kit  book:  ''The  latt  bosk 
in  this  volume  is  curious  and  uncommon." 
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some  of  the  rarest  articles  in  Old  English  literatnre,  they 
will  convince  posterity  of  the  collector's  accurate  taste 
in  Italian  Belles  Lettres:  and  here  and  there  you  will 
find,  throughout  the  catalogue,  some  interesting  biblio- 
graphical memoranda  by  the  Doctor  himself. 

We  shall  now  run  rapidly  towards  the  close  of  the 
eighteenth  century.  But  first,  you  may  secure,  for  a 
shilling  or  two,  the  Southgatb  Collection  ;*  and 
make  up  your  minds  to  pay  a  few  more  shillings  for 
good  copies,  especially  upon  large  paper,  of  all  the 
parts  of  the  catalogues  of  the  library  of  George 
MASON.t  This  collection  was  an  exceedingly  valuable 
one;  rather  select  than  extensive:  exhibiting,  in  pretty 

*  **  Mtueum  Souihgaiianum ;  being  a  Catalogue  of  the  valuable  CoUeetum  of 
Booh,  Coins,  Medals,  and  Natural  History  qf  the  late  Rev.  Riohabd  South- 
OATXy  A.B.,  F.A.S.,  &o.  To  which  are  prefixed  Memoirs  of  his  Life.  London  : 
printed  for  Leigh  and  Sotheby,  &c.  1795,  8yo.  The  books  were  comprised  in 
2G9S  lots.  The  coins  and  medals  extend,  in  the  catalogue,  to  68  pages.  The 
■hells  and  natural  curiosities  (sold  in  May,  1796)  to  11  pages.  This  catalogue 
pOBBOflsoq,  what  erery  similar  one  should  possess,  a  compendious  and  perspicuous 
aooount  of  the  coUeotor.  My  copy  of  it  is  upon  large  jtaper ;  but  the  typogra- 
phical execution  is  sufficiently  defective. 

i"  Lysander  is  right  in  noticing  "  cUl  the  parti*  of  the  Masonian  Library.    I 

will  describe  them  particularly.    P*.  l   ^  Catalogue  of  a  consideraiU  portion  oj 

,^  Cfreeh  and  Latin  Library  of  Gbobob  Mason,  Esq.,  with  some  articles  in  the 

..IteHan,  French,  English,  and  other  languages,  &c.    Sold  by  auction  by  Leigh 

'^«Dd  Sotheby,  on  Wednesday,  January  24,  1798,   8yo.  497  articles.    P^.  n.   A 

.jOuialogue  of  most  of  the  reserved  portion  of  the  Greet  and  Latin    Library  of 

'    0.  M.,  frc,  chiefly  classical  and  bibliographical,  with  a  few  miscellaneous  articles 

lis  French :  sold  as  before.  May  16,  1798,  &o.  480  articles.    P*.  m.  A  Catalogue 

4f  a  consideraiU  portion  of  the  remaining  Library  of  O.  M.,  Esq. — chiefly  his- 

"^Diical,  with  some  curious  theological,  and  some  scientific,  articles :  sold  as 

^ore;  Nov.  27  to  80 ;  1798,  &c.  547  articles.    P^.  iv.  A  Catalogue,  d^.,  of  the 

tfmais^ing  library  qf  G.  M.,  Esq. — chiefly  Belles  Lettres,  English,  French,  and 

'  fldian,  &c.,  sold  as  before  ;  April  25,  1799 :  338  articles.    These  foub  parts, 

^Mi»  especially  the  latter  one— are  uncommon.    My  copies  of  all  of  them  are 

HSU  large  paper.    It  must  hare  been  a  little  heart-breaking  for  the  collector 

-^bave  seen  his  beautiful  library,  the  hanrest  of  many  a  year's  hard  reaping, 

^fittng  away  piece-meal,  like  a  snow-ball — before  the  warmth  of  some  potent 

iduB  or  other,  which  now  perhaps  cannot  be  rightly  ascertained.    See  here, 

^   -litts  reader,  some  of  the  fruits  of  this   golden    Masonian  harvest  I— gathered 

:0>t^  promiscuously  from  the  several  parts.    They  are  thus  presented  to  thy 

flee,  in  order,  amongst  other  things,  to  stimulate  thee  to  be  equally  choice 

i  earef ul  in  the  gathering  of  similar  fruits. 

2  E  2 
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nearly  an  equal  degree,  some  of  the  rarest  books  in 
Greek,  Latin,  and  English  literature.  The  kdmdkm  of 
the  Masonian  cabinet,  in  the  estimation  of  the  bladi- 
letter    bibliomaniacs,    was    a    perfect    copy   of  the  St. 

FART  L 
KO.  £    t,    d. 

150.  Winstanley'8  Andley  End,  inscribed  to  James  the  Second,  foL 
Never  publUhed for  ^ale,  .  .  .  .  .  .    87 10  0 

158.    Hypnerotomachia  Poliphili,  C.  T.    F,D,  Aid,  liW      .  .600 

162.  Aquinsa  (Thoma)  Quartiscriptum,  C.  R.  MoffwUia  SAo^er^ 
1492,  fol 6  0  0 

295.  Cicero  de  OfficiiB,  C.  T.  F.  D.  MoguniieB  ap,  FmL  1465.  4to. 
In  hoc  exomplari  Rubrica  inter  libros  secundum  ac  tertium  babet 
singularia  errata,  quae  in  nullo  alio  exeniplari  adhuc  innotaenmt ; 
viz.  primus  ponitur  pro  tecuTidus,  teeuHdut  pro  tertiut,  et  seeundwm 
pro  tertium         .  .  .  .  .  .  .    96   5  0 

807.  Chalcondylas,  Mosohopulus,  et  Corinthus,  Gr.  editio  prtMeepi, 

Vide  notam  ante  Librum         .  .  .  .  ,  .      8 18  6 

808.  Constantini  Lexicon  Grsecum.     Oenevce,  1592      .  •  .450 
824.    Ciceronis  Orationes,  C.  T.  viridi  F.  D.  per  Adamum  dt  Amher' 

•  gau,  1472,  foL     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .550 

468.    HomeruB,  Gr.,  2  yol.,  Editio  prineeps,  C.  R.  Flor.  1488               .    11  U  0 
496.     Xenophon,  Gr.,  editio  prineept,  C.  T.   F.  D.  Flor,  ap.  JunL 
1516,  fol S   S  0 

FABT  m. 

70.  Maundrel's  Journey  from  Aleppo  to  JemsaJem,  L.  P.  Oxf^ 
1714,  8vo.     First  edition  of  the  entire  work  .  •  .      8  18  0 

101.  The  Psalter  of  David,  large  B.  L.  C.  T.  nigvo  F.  D.  Cantarhny, 

in  St.  Faults  Farysh,  hy  John  Mifchell,  1549,  4to.  ,  .440 

102.  The  Gospels  in  Saxon  and  English,  dedicated  to  Queen  Elisa- 
beth, by  John  Foxe,  C.  T.  nigro,  F.  D.  Lond,  6y  Daye,  1571,  4to.         4    5  0 

103.  The  new  Testament,  by  Thomas  Matthew,  1538,  4to.     .  .840 
["  There  are  cuts  to  the  Revelations,  different  from  any  Mr.  Her- 
bert had  seen  ;  nor  had  he  seen  the  book  itself,  till  he  was  writing  his 
'Corrections  and  additions,'  where,  at  p.  1833,  he  describes  it.'*] 

105.    Nychodemus*  Gospell,  C.  T.  F.  D.  vood  prinU.     Wynkyndt 

Worde,  1611,  4to 15   0 

107.  English  Prymer,  in  red  and  black  types  :  tptik  embUmaiie  froi^ 
tispiece  from  a  wood-cut,  C.  T.  cceruUo  F.  D.  Bydddl,  1536,  4to. 
Printed  on  vellum     .  .  .  .  .  .  .      8 18  0 

110.  Speculum  Christiani  (in  Latin  prose  and  English  yente)  C.  T. 
nigro.  In  civitate  Londoniarum,  per  Wilkelmum  de  Maeklimia^ 
Supposed  to  be  the  first  book  printed  in  London,  and  abomi  1480,  4to.      4    4   0 

111.  Contemplation  of  Synners,  (Latin  prose  and  Wngliali  Tsne) 
with  double  frontispiece,  and  other  wood-cuts.     IVutmintierf  6y 

IVijnLyn  de  IVordt,  1499,  4to.  .  .  ..210 
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Albans'  edition  of  Juliana  Barnes's  book  of  Hawking^ 
Hunting,  and  Angling;  which  perfect  copy  is  now 
reposing  in  a  collection  where  there  are  kdmeUa  of 
far  greater  valae   to   dim   its  wonted   lustre*      But  let 

KO.  £•  ».     d, 

112.  (Walter  Hylton's)  Soala  Perfectionis,  London,  vfithotU  TempU- 
Bmre,  by  Julyan  Notary,  1607,  4to 1  11      6 

151.  Dives   and   Pauper,    C.R.  firtt  dated  imjprestUm,   hy   Pyn$on, 
1498,  foUo 260 

164.  Hackluyt's  Collection  of  Voyages,  B.L.  8  vols,  in  2.   Lond. 
1699.    "This  work  contains  in  vol.  i.    (beginning  at  p.  187)  a 
political  tract  in  yerse  (of  the  time  of  Henry  VI.)  exhorting  Eng- 
land  to  keep  the  sea." 4  10      0 

178.  Arnold's  Chronicle,  or  Customs  of  London,  B.L.  C.T. ^F.D. 

(1521)  folio 16  16      6 

180.  .Chaucer's  Hertfordshire ;  with  all  the  plates,  C.R.  Ofvce  the 
hook  qf  While  Kennet,  Bishop  of  Peterhorough ;  tehose  marginal 
9u>ee«t9»arep/).  64;  859,  528,  folio 21    0      0 

838.  Froissart's  Chionydes,  2  vols.  C.R.  F.D.  Printed  hy  Pyiuon, 
1523-5,  Jolio,  2  vols. 

841.  Rastell's   Pastyme   of  People,  C.T.— F.D.    Johannes  Rastell, 

•     (1629)  One  page  andpart  of  a  pieced  leaf  written, 

849.  Monasticon  Anglicanum,  8  vols,  ligat.  in  4,  C.R.  all  the  plates, 
Lond.  1651,  61,  78.  "  This  copy  contains  that  very  scarce  leaf, 
which  sometimes  follows  the  title-page  of  the  first  volume :  an 
account  of  which  leaf  (by  Tanner  and  Heame)  may  be  seen  from 
p.  45  to  p.  60  of  the  sixth  volume  of  Leland's  Collectanea,  and 
their  acooimt  rectified  by  Bridges,  at  the  conclusion  of  Heame's 
preface  to  Titus  Livius  Foro-Juliensis."    Folio. 

466.  Hardyng's  Chronicle  (Inverse)  C.R.— F.D.      With  an  original 
grant  {on  vellum)  from  Henry  VI,  to  Hardyng,  Londoni,    Grafton, 
1543,  4to. 
[This  beautiful  copy,  formerly  West's,  is  now  in  the  collection  of 
George  Hibbert,  Esq.] 

518.  Fabian's  Chronicle,  C.T.  cserulo  F.D.  2  vols,  in  1.  B.L.  Lond. 
W.  Rasteil,  1588.  "This  edition  (as  weU  as  Pynson's)  has  the 
hymns  to  the  Virgin,  though  Mr.  T.  Warton  thought  otherwise." 
folio. 

PABTIV. 

87.  Kendall's    Flowers    of    Epigrams,    B.L.— C.R.    Leaf  93    it 

wanting,  12mo. 
47.  M(arloe)'tt   Ovid's  Elegies   and  Epigrams,  by   J.    D(avies   of 

Hereford).    (Ovid's  head  engraved  by  W.M.)   C.T.— F.D.    Mid- 

dlehourg,  12mo. 
57.  Observations  on  Authors,  Ancient  and  Modem,  2  vol.  Lond. 

1731-2.    "This  was  Dr.  Jortin's  own  copy,  who  has  written  the 
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Mason  have  our  admiration  and  esteem.  His  libmy 
was  elegant,  judicious,  and,  in  many  respects,  very 
precious:  and  the  collector  of  such  volomes  was  a 
man  of  worth  and  learning. 

iro.  £.   g,  ^ 

name  of  each  author  to  erery  piece  of  critioisiD,  and  added  a  few 
marginal  remarks  of  his  own,"  8vo. 

150.  Valentine  and  Orson,  B.L.  euts.     WanU  title,  two  leaves  m  ome 
place,  and  a  leaj  in  another,  4to. 

152.  La  Morte  D'Arthnr,  B.L.  wood-enU,  Lond.  Tk&wuu  EatL     WamU 
one  leaf  in  the  middle  of  the  table.     See  JUiS.  note  prefixed, 

153.  Barnes's  (Dame  Juliana)  Boke  of  Haukynge,  Huntyn^,  and 
Cootarmnris,  C.T.— F.D.  Seynt  Albon*s,  folio,  1486.  '*This  per- 
haps is  the  only  perfect  copy  of  this  original  edition,  whi^  is 
extant.  Its  be^ning  with  sig.  a  ii  is  no  .kind  of  cantradiction  to 
its  being  perfect ;  the  registers  of  many  Latin  books  at  this  period 
mention  the  first  leaf  of  A  as  quite  blank.  The  copy  of  the  pnhlic 
library  at  Cambridge  is  at  least  so  worn  or  mutilated  at  the  bottom 
of  some  pages  that  the  bottom  lines  are  not  legible."  I^niis  copy 
is  now  in  the  matchless  collection  of  Earl  Spencer.] 

157.  Chaucer's  Canterbury  Tales,  G.R.  wfodeutt,  P^nmm,  foUo, 
«  This  is  Pynson's  original  edition,  and  probably  the  first  book  he 
printed.  See  a  long  MS.  note  prefixed.  Bound  up  at  the  end  of 
this  copy  are  two  leaves  of  a  MS.  on  vellum,  which  take  in  the 
conclusion  of  the  Miller^s  Prologue,  and  beginning  of  his  Tale. 
One  of  these  pages  is  illuminated,  and  has  a  coloured  drawing  of 
the  Miller  on  his  mule." 
166.  Mort  D'Arthur,  B.L.  vfoodeuU,    Lond,  W.  Copland,    Bee  MS. 

notes  at  the  beginning  and  end,  folio. 
175.  Roy's  Rede  me  and  be  not  ,vrothe. 

For  I  My  nothing  but  trothe. 
"  This  is  the  famous  satire.against  Cardinal  Wolsey,  printed  some 
years  before  his  fall.    See  Herbert,  p.  1538,  8vo."    [The  reader 
may  look  for  one  minute  at  page  225,  ante.] 
263.  Boetius,  (The  Boke  of  Comfort,   by)  translated  into  Englidie 
Tonge  (in  verse)  Emprented  in  the  exempt  Monastery  tjf  Taoemlodkg 
in  Denshire,  by  me,  Thomoi  Rycharde,  Monke  of  the  eaid  Ifoacw- 
teryy  1525,  4to. 
261.  Caxton's  Blanchardyn  and  Eglantine,  or  Proude  Lady  of  Love, 
C.T.— F.D.,  printed  by  Caxton,  folio.      [See  my  edition  of  the 
TypograJUcal  Antiquities,  vol.  L  p.  346.] 

274.  Hawkyng,  Huntyng,  and  Fyshyng,  (from  Juliana  Banea) 
B.L.  woodcuts,  Lond,  Toye,  and  W,  Copland,  4to.  See  M3,  wotef 
prefixed, 

275.  Hawys's  Compendious  Story,  or  Exemple  of  VertoOy  BwLb — G.B. 
wood-cvis,  ib,  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  1533. 

276 Passe-Tyme  of  Pleasure,  RL.  wood<iU9  ib,   b^    IV,  de 

Worde,  1517,  4to. 
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How  shall  I  talk  of  thee,  and  of  thy  wonderfiil 
collection,  O  rarb  Richard  Farmer?* — and  of  thy 
scholarship,    acuteness,   pleasantry,  singularities,    varied 


NO.  £.    8,     d, 

806.  Spenser'B  Shephearde's  Calendar.  C.T.— F.D.,  wood-cuts  :  first 
edition,  %b.  Singleton,  1579,  4to. 

908.  Taylor,  the  water  poet  (fifteen  different  pieces  by)  all  of  poR- 
terior  date  to  the  oollection  of  his  works.  Among  them  is  the  Life 
of  Old  Par,  with  Par's  head,  and  81  plates  of  curious  needle- 
work.  The  volume  also  contains  some  replies  to  Taylor.  A 
written  list  of  all  the  contents  is  prefixed.  Lond.  and  Oxford,  4to. 
f  Tulle  of  Old  Age  (translated  by  William  Botoner,  or  of  Wor- 


Jcester)  pr.  hy  Caxt4m,  1431.  folio. 


830 -I of  Friendship,  translated  by  Tiptoft,  Earl  of  Worcester;  to 

I     which  is  added  another  tract  written  by  the  same  Earl,  C.R. 
(^    — F.D. — L.R.    Explicit  per  CaxUm,  folio. 

*  There  is  but  a  scanty  memorial  of  this  extraordinary  and  ever  respectable . 
bibliomaniac,  in  the  Gentleman**  Magazine;  voL  Ixrii.  pt.  tL  p.  805:  888: 
nor  is  it  noticed,  among  Farmer's  theologico-literary  labours,  that  he  was 
author  of  an  ingenious  eesay  upon  the  Demoniaet  mentioned  in  scripture;  in 
which  essay  he  took  up  the  idea  of  Mede,  that  these  Demoniacs  were  madmen. 
Dr.  Farmer's  essay  upon  the  Learning  oj  Shakespeare  is,  in  respect  to  the 
materials,  arguments,  and  conclusions --what  the  late  Bishop  of  Salisbury's 
[Douglas]  was  upon  Miracles — original,  powerful,  and  incontroyertible.  Never 
was  there  an  octavo  volume,  like  Farmer's  upon  Shakespeare— which  embraced 
so  many,  and  such  curious,  points,  and  which  displayed  such  research,  ingenuity, 
and  acuteness — put  forth  with  so  little  pomp,  parade,  or  pedantry.  Its  popularity 
was  remarkable  ;  for  it  delighted  both  the  superficial  and  deeply- versed  reader 
in  black-letter  lore.  Dr.  Parr's  well  applied  Ciceronian  phrase,  in  lauding  the 
"  ingenious  and  joy- inspiring  language"  of  Farmer,  gives  us  some  notion  of  the 
colloquial  powers  of  this  acute  bibliomaniac ;  whose  books  were  generally 
scattered  upon  the  floor,  as  Lysander  above  observes,  like  old  Richard  Smith's 
"stitched  bundles."  Farmer  had  his  foragers;  his  jackalls:  and  his  avant- 
oouriers :  for  it  was  well  known  how  dearly  he-  loved  every  thing  that  was 
interesting  and  rare  in  the  literature  of  former  ages.  As  he  walked  the  streets 
of  London — careless  of  his  dress— ^and  whether  his  wig  was  full-bottomed  or 
narrow-bottomed — ^he  would  talk  and  "  mutter  strange  spoeches"  to  himself ; 
thinking  all  the  time,  I  ween,  of  some  curious  discovery  he  had  recently  made 
in  the  aforesaid  precious  black-letter  tomes.  But  the  reader  is  impatient  for  the 
Sibliotheca  Farmeriana  :  the  title  to  the  catalogue  whereof  is  as  follows.  "  Bibl. 
JFarm,  A  Catalogue  C(f  the  curious,  valuable,  and  extensive  Library  in  print  and 
manuscript,  qf  the  late  Rev.  Richabd  Farmxb,  J),D,,  Canon  Residentiary  of  SL 
PauCs ;  Master  qf  Emanuel  College  ;  Librarian  to  the  University  qf  Cambridge  ; 
and  Fellow  of  the  Royal  <Se  Antiquary  Societies  (deceased,  &c.)  Sold  by  Auction  by 
Mr.  King;  May,  1798,"  8vo.  [8199  articles].  The  collection  is  justly  said,  in  the 
title  page,  to  contain  the  '*  most  rare  and  copious  assemblage  of  Old  English 
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learnings  and  colloquial  powers!  Thy  name  will  liTe 
long  among*  scholars  in  general;  and  in  the  bosoms  of 
virtuous  and  learned  bibliom^iacs  thy  memory  shaD 
ever  be  enshrined  !    The  walls  of  Emanuel  College  now 


Poetry  that,  perhaps,  was  ever  exhibited  at  one  Tlew ;  together  with  a  gntt 
variety  of  Old  Plays,  and  early  printed  books,  English  and  Foreign,  inthablsck- 
letter."  The  reader  has  ah-eady  (p.  824  ante)  had  some  intinmtion  of  the 
source  to  which  Dr.  Farmer  was  chiefly  indebted  for  these  poetical  and  diir 
matical  treasures;  of  some  of  which,  "hereafter  followeth"  an  impeifici 
specimen : 

NO.  £  ;*    i 

£1950.  Marbecke  (John)  the  book  of  Common  Prayer,  noted,  1550. 
4to.  See  Dr.  Bumey's  long  account  of  this  yeiy  scarce  book  in 
his  History  of  Musick,  toL  ii.  p.  578,  &c.   .        .        .        .        .        .    S   6  0 

6127.  Skinner's  Discovery  and  Declaration  of  the  Inquisition  of  \ 
Spayne,  imp,  J.  Daye,  1569,  4to >  1  16   0 

6128.  Shippe  of   Fooles,  by  Braut,  wood  cutB,  imp,    Wjfnkyn  cfo  L 
irorrftf,  1617,  4to / 

6194.  Bninswyke's  Medical  Dictionary,  translated  by  Huot>  imp.  hjf 
Tt^iwu,  1525.  folio 8  10  0 

6195.  Customs  of  the  Citie  of  London,  or  Arnold's  Chronicle,  with  the 
Nut-Brown  Mayde,  1st  edition,  1502,  folio 0  19   0 

6386.  Annalia  Dubrensia,  or  Robert  Dover's  OUmpio  Games  upon 
Cotswold-Uills,  with  froJitisfn'ece,  1636 1  14   0 

6387.  Borley-breake,  or  a  Warning  for  Wantons,  by  W.  N.  1607,  4to.  0  5  0 
6395.  Britton's  Bowre  of  Delights,  by  N.  B.  1597.  4to.  .  .  .  1  13  0 
6413.    Byrd's  (Will.)  Psalmea,  Sonets,  and  Songs  of  Sadnes  and  Pietie 

made  into  Musicke  of  5  partes.  1588.  Ditto  Saurss  Cantiones,  2 
parts ;  and  various  Madrigals  and  Canzonets,  by  Morley,  Weelkss, 
Wilbye,  Bateson,  &c.  4to. 0  15   0 

660S.  Copio  of  a  Letter  sent  from  the  roaring  Boyes  in  Elizium,  to  the 
two  arrant  Knights  of  the  Grape  in  Limbo,  Alderman  Abel  and 
M.  Kilvert,  the  two  projectors  for  wine  ;  with  their  portraits.  .550 

6785.  Turbervile's  (George)  Epitaphs,  Epigrams,  Songs  and  Soneti^ 
with  a  Discourse  of  the  freendly  affectious  of  Tymotes  to  Pyn- 
dara  his  ladie,  b.  1.  1570,  imp,  by  Denhani,  8vo.  .        .         .         .    1  16   0 

6804.  Virgil's  ^neis,  the  first  foure  bookes,  translated  into  English 
heroicall  verse,  by  Richard  Stanyhurst,  with  other  poetical  devises 
thorounto  annexed  :  impr.  hy  Byniuman,  1583,  8vo.  .        «        .    2  17   0 

6826.    EssayoR  of  a  Prentise  in  the  Divine  Art  of  Poesie  (King  James 

VI.)  Edinburgh,  by  VautrollUr,  1585,  8vo 1  IS    0 

6846.  Fulwell's  (Ulpian)  Flower  of  Fame,  or  bright  Renonne  and 
fortunate   Raigne  of  King  Henry  VIII.  b.  1.  with  curious   wood 

cuts :  imp.  by  Will,  Hoskin,  1575,  4to 1  11   6 

6847.  Flytting  (the)  betwixt  Montgomerie  and  Polwarte,  Bdin.,  1629, 

4to 2  5  0 

7058.    Horace's  Art  of  Poetric,  Piytlos,  and  Satyn»,  English'd  by  Drant, 

b.  1.  Imp,  by  Marshc,  1566,  4to. 0    7   * 
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cease  to  convey  the  sounds  of  thy  festive  wit — thy 
Yolomes  are  no  longer  seen^  like  Richard  Smith's 
'^ bundles  of  sticht  books/'  strewn  upon  the  floor;  and 
thou  hast  ceased,  in  the  cause  of  thy  beloved  Shakspeare, 
to  delve  into  the  fruitful  ore  of  black-letter  literature. 


vo.  £  $,   d, 

7066.    Humours  Ordinarie,  where  ft  mAn  may  he  yerie  merrie  ftnd 

exceeding  well  used  for  his  sixpenoe,  1607,  4to.         ...       .       .0146 

7187.  Mastiffe  Whelp,  with  other  ruff-island-like  ours  fetcht  from 
amoDg  the  Antipodes,  which  bite  and  barke  at  the  fantastical] 
humourist  and  abuses  of  the  time 0  19    0 

7199.  Merry  Jest  of  Robin  Hood,  and  of  his  Life,  with  a  new  Play 
for  to  be  plaied  in  May-Games ;  very  pleasant  and  full  of  pastime^ 

b.  L  imp.  by  Edward  WhiU,  4to 8  13  6 

7200.  Milton's  Paradise  Lost,  in  10  books,  1st  edit.  1667.      .        .        .  0  11  0 

7201. 2nd  titUpage,  1668.  .  0  11  0 

7202. 3rd    title    page,    1669.— 

"  N.B.    The  three  foregoing  articles  prove  that  there  were  no  less 
than  three  different  title-pages  used,  to  force  the  sale  of  the  first 
edition  of  this  matchless  poem."  'S.  P[aterson.]        .        •        .        .070 
7232.    Paradyse  of  Daynty  Devises,  b.   I.   extremely  scarce,  in^,  by 

Henry  Disle,  1576,  ito. 6    0    0 

7240.  Peele's  (G.)  Device  of  the  Pageant  borne  before  Woolstone 
Dixie,  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  Oct.  29,    1585,  b.  L    See  Dr.  F.'s 

note  ;  as  probably  the  only  copy.  4to. 1  11    6 

7241.  Percy's  (W.)  Sonnets  to  the  fairest  CnHa,  1594.    4to.  .        .    1  12    0 
7249.    Psalter  (the  whole)  translated  into  English  Metre,  which  con- 

taineth  an  Hundreth  and  Fifty  Psalms.  The  title  and  first  page 
written.  Imp,  by  John  JDaye,  1567.  "  This  translation  -  was  by 
Archbishop  Parker,  and  is  so  scarce  that  Mr.  Stryx)e  tells  us  he 
oould  never  get  a  sight  of  it."  See  Master's  History  of  C.  C.  C.  C. 
Mr.  Wharton  supposes  it  never  to  have  been  published,  but  that 
the  Archbishop's  wife  gave  away  some  copies.  ''It  certainly  (he 
adds)  is  at  this  time  extremely  scarce,  and  would  be  deservedly 
deemed  a  fortunate  acquisition  to  those  capricious  students  who 
labour  to  collect  a  Library  of  Raritieis."  Hist,  of  Eng.  Poetry, 
vol.  iii.  186.    It  has  a  portrait  of  the  Archbishop.  4to.     .        .        .860 

7828.  Somner's  (Henry)  Orpheus  and  Eurydice,  1740.  4to.  .        .016 

7829.  Shakespeare's  Works,  Itt  edition,  in  folio,  wants  title,  last  UaJ 
written  from  the  4to.     1628 .700 

8062.  Metrical  Romances,  written  in  the  reign  of  Richard  Ud.  or 
rather  about  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Henry  Hid.  or  beginning  of 
Edward  I.  (See  note,)  purchased  at  Dr.  Monro's  Auction  by  Dr. 
farmer,  for  292 4  14    0 

8080.  These  Booke  is  called  Ars  moriendi,  of  William  Baron,  Esq.,  to 
remayne  for  ever  to  the  Nonnye  of  Deptford  ;  on  vellum,  bound  in 
purple  velvet 230 
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Peace  to  thy  honest  spirit ;  for  thou  wert  wise  without 
vanity,  learned  without  pedantry,  and  joyous  without 
vulgarity! 


NO. 


£  t.   i. 


26   S  • 


6451.    Chaacer's  noble  and  amorous  anncyent  Hystoiy  of  Troylua  ^ 
and  Cresyde,  in  tyre  Bokes,  imprtfiUed  hy    Wynttpi  de  Worde, 

1617 

Here  bogynneth  the  Temple  of  GlaaSy    imp.   5y    WyiUyn,  de 

Wordt, 

The  Castell  of  Pleasure,  imp,  hy  ditto,       .... 
Here   begynneth   a    lyttell    TreatiBe    doped    La    Conusaace 

D' Amours,  imp,  by   Pymon.  ..... 

The  Spectacle  of  Lovers,  imp.  by  Wynhyn  de  Worde, 

History  of  Tytus  and  Gresippus,  translated  out  of  Latin  into 

Englyshe,   1^  Wyllyam  Walter,  sometime  servaonte  to  Syr 

Henry   Mamey,   Cnygfat,  Chaunceler  of  the  Duchy  of  Lan- 

castre,  imp,  by  ditto,  ...... 

The  Love  and  Complayntes  betwone  Mars  and  Venus.     • 

The   Fyrst  Fynders  of  the  vn  Scyences  Artifidall,  prinied  by 

Julian  Notarye.      ...... 

Guystarde  and  Sygrysmonde,  translated  by  Wyllyam  Walter, 

imp,  by  Wynlyn  de  Wordt,  1532.  .... 

The  Complaynte  of  a  Lover's  Lyfe,  imp,  by  ditto. 

Here  begynneth  a  lytel  Treatyse,  called  The  Disputacyon  of 

Complaynte  [of]  the  Harte,  thorughe  perced  with  the  lokyngo 

of  the  Eye,  imp.  by  Wynhyn  de  Worde. 
This  Boko  is  named  the  Beaultie  of  Women^  translated  out  of 

French  into  Englyshe,  imp.  by  Wier,        .... 

Here  begynneth  a  lytel  Treatise,  called  the   ControTerse  be- 

twene  a  Lover  and  a  Jaye,  lately  oompyled,  imp,  by  Wyni^ 

de  Worde.  ....... 

Tfie  cibove  12  very  rare  and  ancient  pieces  of  poetry  are  bound  in 

one  vol.  with  curious  teood-cuts,  and  in  fine  preservation, 

'The  Temple  of  Glass  alone  was  sold  for  8^.  15t.  and  th^ 
present  vol.  may,  with  propriety,  be  deemed  m^tohlen.'  AI^ 
in  quarto.  ......* 

[N.B.    These  articles  should  have  precede  no.  0008 ;  at  p.  428,  ante.] 

And  here,  benevolent  reader,  let  us  bid  farewell  to  RxoHaRD  FiJtMB  d 
transcondant  bibliomaniacal  celebrity  I  It  is  in  vain  to  look  forwatd  for  thednj 
when  book -gems,  similar  to  those  which  have  just  been  imperfectly  «i<^ffri*MMi  fm 
the  Bibl.  Fanneriana,  will  be  disposed  of  at  dmilar  prices.  The  young 
may  indulge  an  ardent  hope ;  but,  if  there  be  any  thing  of  the  spirit  of 
in  my  huinble  predictions,  that  hope  will  never  be  realised.  Dr. 
were,  in  general,  in  sorry  condition  ;  the  possessor  cariog  little  (like  Dr. 
Bernard ;  vide.  p.  810,  ante)  for  laige  maigins  and  splendid  bindn^  ffii  en 
name,  generally  accompanied  with  a  biUiographlsal  remark,  and  botli  vrittB  h 
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A  poor  eulogy,  this,  upon  Farmer! — but  my  oratory 
begins  to  wax  faint.  For  this  reason  I  cannot  speak 
with  justice  of  the  friend  and  fellow-critic  of  Farmer— r 
Gborgb    Steevens*— of    Shakspearian    renown  !    The 

a  sprawling  charaoter,  usually  preceded  the  title-page.  The  adenoe  (dare  I 
reuture  upon  so  magnificent  a  word  ?)  of  bibliography  was,'  even  in  Farmer*8 
latter  time,  but  jejune,  and  of  limited  extent :  and  this  will  accoimt  for  some  of 
the  common-place  bibliographical  memoranda  of  the  owner  of  these  volumes. 
We  may  just  add  that  there  are  some  few  copies  of  this  catalogue  printed  on 
large  paper,  on  paper  of  a  better  quality  than  the  small ;  which  latter  is  suffici- 
enUy  wretched.  I  possess  a  copy  of  the  former  kind,  with  the  prica  and 
pwrch4i$eri*  namet  afiSxed— and  moreover,  wmvJL  I 

*  If  Lysander's  efforts  begin  to  relax — ^what  must  be  the  debilitated  mental 
state  of  tjie  poor  annotator,  who  has  accompanied  the  book-orator  thus  long  and 
thus  laboriously  ?  Can  Steeybks  receive  justice  at  my  hands — ^when  my  frienda^ 
aided  by  hot  madeira,  and  beauty's  animating  glances,  acknowledge  their 
exhausted  state  of  intellect  ?  I    However,  I  will  make  an  effort : 

*  nothing  extenuate 
Nor  set  down  aught  in  malice.' 

The  respectable  compiler  of  the  OeMLlema/iCi  Moffogine,  voL  Izz.  p.  178,  has 
given  us  some  amusing  particulars  of  Steevens's  literaiy  life  :  of  his  coming  from 
Hampstead  to  London,  at  the  chill  break  of  day,  when  the  overhanging  clouds 
were  yet  charged  with  the  'inky'  purple  of  night — in  order,  like  a  true  book- 
chevalier,  to  embrace  the  first  dank  impression,  or  proof  sheet,  of  his  own  famooa 
octavo  edition  of  Shaktpeare ;  and  of  Mr.  Bulmer's  sumptuous  impression  of  the 
text  of  the  same.  All  this  is  well  enough,  and  savours  of  the  proper  spirit  of 
BiBLiOMAifiACiBM :  and  the  edition  of  our  immortal  bard,  in  fifteen  well  printed 
octavo  volumes,  (1793)  is  a  splendid  and  durable  monument  of  the  researches  of 
G«oiige  Steevens.  There  were  from  20  to  26  copies  of  the  octavo  edition  printed 
upon  LARGE  PAPER ;  and  Lord  Spencer  possesses,  by  bequest,  Mr.  Steevens'  own 
copy  of  the  same,  illustrated  with  a  great  number  of  rare  and  precious  prints ;  to 
which,  however,  his  Lordship,  with  his  usual  zeal  and  taste,  has  made  additions 
more  valuable  even  than  the  gift  in  its  original  form.  The  8vo.  edition  of  1793 
Is  oovetted  with  an  eagerness  of  which  it  is  not  very  easy  to  account  for  the  cause ; 
since  the  subsequent  one  of  1808,  in  21  octavo  volumes,  is  more  useful  on  many 
accounts :  and  contains  Steevens's  corrections  and  additions  in  every  play,  as 
well  as  177,  in  particular,  in  that  of  Macbeth.  But  I  am  well  aware  of  the 
stubbornness  and  petulancy  with  which  the  previous  edition  is  contended  for  in 
point  of  superiority,  both  round  a  private  and  public  table ;  and,  leaving  the 
collector  to  revel  in  the  luxury  of  an  uncut,  half-bound,  morocco  copy  of  the 
same,  I  push  onward  to  a  description  of  the  BihUotheea  Steeoensiana.  Yet  a 
parting  word  respecting  this  edition  of  1808.  I  learn,  from  unquestionable 
authority,  that  Steevens  stipulated  with  the  publishers  that  they  should  pay  Mr. 
Beed  300/.  for  editorship,  and  100/.  to  Mr.  W.  Harris,  Librarian  of  the  Boyal 
Institution,  for  correcting  the  press  :  nor  has  the  editor  in  his  preface  parted  from 
the  truth,  in  acknowledging  Mr.  Harris  to  be  'an  able  aod  vigilaDt  aanstant' 
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Library   of  this   extraordinary  critic  and  collector  was 
sold  by  auction   in  the  year  1800 ;    and,  beings   formed 


Mr.  H.  retained,  for  some  time,  Steerens'  corrected  copy  of  his  own  editioD  of 
1798,  but  he  afterwards  disposed  of  it,  bj  public  auction,  for  28/.  He  has  also 
at  this  present  moment,  Mr.  Josiah  Boydell's  copy  of  Mr.  Felton's  pictnie  of 
our  immortal  bard ;  with  the  following  inscription,  painted  on  the  back  of  the 
pannel,  by  Mr.  Steevens : 

May,  im. 

Copied  by  Joriak  BoydfVU  atrn^ 

rtquetiffrxim  the  rtmaim  of  (h$ 

onlyffenuiiu  Portrait  of  William 

Shaktputrt,    Ocobob  SteevbitIu 

The  engraved  portrait  of  Shakspeare,  prefixed  to  this  edition  of  1808,  is  by  no 
means  a  faithful  resemblance  of  Mr.  BoydelFs  admirably  executed  copy  in  oiL 
The  expenses  of  the  edition  amountefl  to  5844^  ;  but  no  copies  now  remain  witk 
the  publishers.  We  will  now  give  rather  a  copious,  and,  as  it  must  be  mSkmrn- 
lodged,  rich,  sprinkling  of  specimens  from  the  Bihlioihua  StetventiamOj  m  tts 
dejmrtments  of  rare  old  poetbt  and  the  drama.  But  first  let  us  describe  tts 
title  to  the  catalogue  of  the  same.  A  Catalogue  of  the  curioui  amd  m/ssMi 
Library  o/Grorge  Steevens,  Esq,,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  and  AHiiquary  SoeieUm 
{Lately  deceased).  Comprehending  an  extraordinary  Jine  ColUeiion  qf  Boot*,  ^c, 
sold  by  auction  by  Mr.  King,  in  King  Street^  Covent  Garden,  May,  180O.  8m 
[1948  articles  :  amount  of  sale  2740/.  1&.] 

Old  Poetbt. 
vo. 

867.  Gascoigne's  (Qeo,)  Workes,  or  a  Hundreth  sundrie  Flown 
bounde  in  one  small  Poesie,  (including)  Supposes,  com.  froia 
Ariosto ;  Jocosta,  Tr.  from  Euripides,   &o.  b.  L  /ir$t  edition,  Lomdm 

xmpr,   by  Bynneman,   1572,  4to. 1  If  t 

'  With  MS.  notes  respecting  this  copy  and  edition  by  Mr.  Steewos.' 

868.  Another  copy,  2d  edition  (with  considerable  additions);  among 
other,  the  Princely  Pleasures  of  Kenilworth  Castle,  the  Steele 
Glass,  the  Com  plain  te  of  Phylomene,  b.  L  ib,  impr,  by  Abell  J^fes, 
15S7,  4to.,     With  MS,  refei-encei,    by  Messrs,  Bowla  and  Steicmi. 

869.  Another    copy,   including  all  the    aforementioned,  and   a   ^ 
Delicate  Diet  for  Daintie  Mouthde  Droonkardes,    b.    L 
impr,  hy  Rich.  Jhones,  1576,  8vo 

The  Glasse  of  Gk)uemement,  ito.  b,  I,  russia,  with  MS,  reft, 
The  Droomo  of  Doomesday,  8  parts,  b.  L  ib.   1576,   4to.    The    : 
above  two  volumes  are  supposed  to  comprise  the   oomplaatest  I 

collection  of  Gascoigne's  works  extant. ' J 

876.  Googe  (Bamahe)  Eglogs,  Epjrtaphes,  and,  Sonnettes  utmlj 
written,  b.  1.,  tmall  Sco.  Jbie  copy  in  Russia,  Lond.  impr,  hjf  Tbb. 
Colwell  for  Raffe  Newbery,  dicelynge  in  Fleet  StreeU  a  UttU  sAtm 
the  Conduit,  in  the  late  shop  of  Tho,  BarUleL  See  Mr.  TTtfmB'i 
note  to  the  above ;  in  which  he  says  there  is  no  soaroer  book  is  ^h» 
English  language,  and  that  Dr.  Farmer,  Messrs.  T.  Waitoo  lad 
Js.  Keed,  had  never  seen  another  copy.'       •       •       .        •       . 
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rather  after  the  model  of  Mason's,  than  of  Farmer's,  it 
was  rich  to  an  excess  in  choice  and  rare  pieces.    Nor  is 


Ha 


£   t.    d. 
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M.  Lodge  (Tho.)  Life  and  death  of  'N^HUiam  Longbeard,  the  most 
famous  and  witty  English  traitor,  borne  in  the  citty  of  London,  ac- 
companied with  manye  other  most  pleasant  and  prettie  Histories, 
4to.  b,  I,  printed  by  Rich,  YardUy  and  Peter  Short,  1593.  [cost  Mr. 
Steeyens  It,  9c2./]         .  .  .  .  .  .  .47 

995.  The  Paradyse  of  Dainty  Devises,  BIS.  a  fieus-simile  of  the  first 
edition,  in  1576,  Jinithed  with  the  greatett  necUnett  by  Mr.  Steevens, 
4io.  in  ruuia,     •  .  .  .  .  •  .  .      5  15 

996.  The  Paradice  of  Dainty  Devises,  devised  and  written  for  the 
most  part  by  M.  Edwardes,  sometipie  of  her  Migestie's  Chappell ; 
the  rest  by  sundry  learned  Gentlemen,  both  of  Honor  and  worship. 
Land,  printed  by  Edwd,  A  tide,  1595,  4to.        .... 

997.  The  Paradice  of  Daintie  Devises,   b.  1.   interieaved,  t&. 
printed  for  Edw.  White,  1600,  4to.  ... 

Breton  (Nich.)  Workes  of  a  young  Wyt,  trust  up  with  a  Far- 
dell  of  Prettie  Fancies,  profitable  to  young  Poetes,  prejudicial 
to  no  Man,  and  pleasant  to  every  Man,  to  pass  away  Idle 
Tjme  withal,  b.  I,  4to.  interleaved  with  a  MS,  list  qf  the 
Auihor^t  Works  by  Mettrs,  Steevens,  Ritson,  cmd  Park:  impr, 
at  Lond,  nigh  unto  the  Thrpe  Cranes  in  the  Vintree,  by  Tho, 
Dawson,  and  Tho,  Oardyner,  .... 

Soothem's  Odes,  4to.  b.  1.  interleaved  with  copious  MS.  Notes, 
and  an  Extract  from  the  European  Magazine  relative  to  the 
Author :  wants  title,  no  date,  .... 

Watson  (Tho.)  Passionate  Centurie  of  Love,  4to.  b.  L  inter- 
leaved :  the  12  first  sonnets,  and  the  latter  ones,  from  78,  in 
MS.    Lond.  impr,  by  John  Wolfe,  .  .  • 

**  The  above  curious  Collection  of  Old  Poems  are  bound  to- 
gether  in  russia,  with  border  of  gold,  and  may  be  deemed  with 
propriety.  Matchless,"  ..... 

1087.    Puttonham's  Arte  of  English  Poesie,  in  8  bookes,  with  a  wood- 
cut of  Queen  Elizabeth ;  choice  copy,  in  morooco,  4to,  %b,  printed  by 

Rich.  FUld,  1689 7  10    0 

1078.    Roy  (Will.)  Satire  on  Cardinal  Wolsey,  a  Poem  ;  b.  l.s$n,  8vo. 

russia,  n^  date  nor  place,  .  .  .  .  .  .770 

1078.  Skelton  (Jo.)  Poet  Laureat,  lyttle  Workes,  vis.  Speake  ^ 
Parot.  The  Death  of  the  Noble  Prynce,  King  Edwarde 
the  Fourthe.  A  Treatyse  of  the  Scottes.  Ware  the  Hawke, 
The  Tucnynge  of  Elynoure  Rummyng,  sm.  8vo.  b.  1. 
Impr.  at  Lond.  in  Crede  Lane,  Jhon  Kynge,  and  Thomas 
Marshe,  no  date.  12mo.       ..... 

Hereafter  foloweth  a  lytUo  Booke,  called  Colyn  Clout,  h.  I. 
impr.  by  John  Wyght,  12mo.  .... 

Hereafter  foloweth  a  little  Booke  of  Phyllip  Sparrow,  5.  I, 
impr.  by  Robert  Tob.  12mo.  .... 

Hereafter  foloweth  a  little  Booke  which  has  to  name,  Whi 
C4>me  ye  not  to  Courte,  b,  I,  impr.  by  John  WyghJL.  12mo. 
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it  an  uninteresting  occupation  to  observe^  In  looking 
among  the  prices,  the  enormous  sums  which  were  given 
for  some  volumes  that  cost  Steevens  not  a  twentieth 
part   of  their  produce : — ^but  which,  comparatively  with 


NO.  £   i,    d. 

1079.    Skelton  (Master,    Poet   Laureat)   Merie  Tales,    b.   1.  IZmo. 

Lotid  impr.  by  The,  Colwell,  no  date,  .  .  •  •      5  15   6 

"  See  Note,  ia  which  Mr.  Steevens  says  he  uever  saw  another  copy.'* 
1119.    Warron  (Will.)  A  pleasant  new  Fande  of  a  Foimdling's  Devioo 
intitled  and  cald  the  Kurcerie  of  Namett,  with  wood  borders,  b.  !• 
4to.  t&.  impr.  by  Rick,  JhoJiM,  1581.  .  •  •  •      S  16   0 

1125.  Watson  (Tho.)  Passionate  Centurie  of  Love;  h.  L'  Ho*' 
the  title,  dedication,  and  index,  MS,  by  Mr.  Steevetu. 

'*  Manuscript  Poems,  transcribed  from  a  CoUecUon  of  Ancient  )•        6  10  0 
English  Poetry,  in  the  possession  of  Sam.  LysonSy  Esq.,  for- 
merly belonging  to  Anne  Comwallis,  by  Mr.  Steevens. 

1126.    Passionate  Centurie  of  Love,  divided  into  two  ptfti^ 

b.  L  4to.  rustia,    Lond,  impr.  by  John  Wo{fe,  •  •  •      6  18   0 

1127.  England's  Helioon,  collected  by  John  Bodenham,  with  copious 
additions,  and  an  index  in  MS.  by  Mr.  Steevens,  4to.  rutsia,  A. 
printed  by  J.  R.  1600.  .  .  .  .  .  .     11  15   0 

1128.  Woblee  [Webbo]  (Will.)  Discourse  of  English  Poetrie,  to- 
gether with  the  author's  judgment,  touching  the  Reformation  of  our 
English  Verse,  b,  L  4to.  russia,  ib.  by  John  CharUwood,  1^.  .      8    8  0 


ThB  DRAlfA ;  AKD  EABLT  PLATS  OT  SHAKEBFKABB. 

1216.  Tho  Plot  of  the  Plays  of  Frederick  and  Basilea»  and  of  the 
Doado  Man's  Fortune,  tho  original  papers  which  hung  up  by  the 
side  scenes  in  the  playhouses,  for  the  use  of  the  prompter  and  the 
acter,  earlier  than  the  time  of  Shakspeare  .  .  .  .     11    0  0 

1218.    Anonymous,  a  pleasant  Comedie,   called  Common   Cchi-<v 
(Utions,  b.  I.  imperf.  4to.  in  russia.       ...            •        i 
"  Of  this  Dramatick  Piece,  no  copy,    except   the   foregoing  \  «  in  n 

mutilated  one,  has  hitherto  boon  discovered :  with  a  long  t 
note  by  Mr.  Steevens,  and  references  to  Kirkman,  Langbaine,  *. 
Baker,  Reed,"  &c J 

1221.  Bale  (John)  Tragedie,  or  Enterlude,  manifesting  the  ohiefe 
Promises  of  God  unto  Man,  compyled  An.  Do.  1538,  b.  L  4to.  now 
first  impr.  at  Lond,  by  John  Charlewood,  1577.  .  .  .     IS  15   0 

1248.  Marlow  (Chr.)  and  Tho.  Nash,  Tragedie  of  Dido,  Queene  of 
Carthage,  played  by  tho  Children  of  her  Majesties'  Chappell^  4to. 
russia,  Lond.  printed  by  the  Widdowe  Otoin,  1594.       .  .  .     17    0   0 

1259.  Peele  (Geo.)  The  Old  Wives  Tale,  a  pleasant  oonoeitod  Oomedie 
played  by  tho  Queone's  Majesties'  Players;  4to.  in  rumaj  ib. 
impr.  by  John  Danter,  1595.      .  .  .  •  •  .    IS   0  0 

"  N.B.    A  second  of  the  above  is  to  be  found  in  the  Royal  Library  ; 
a  third  copy  is  unknown."    Steovens'  note. 
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their  present  worth,  would  bring  considerably  higher 
prices!  What  arduous  contention,  ^* Benardine  shifts,'* 
and  bold  bidding;  what  triumph  on  the  one  part,  and 

Eablt    Plats  of  Shaksfbabb. 
vo.  £   f.    d. 

1268.    The  Tragedie  of  Hamlet,  Prince  of  Denmark,  no  title,  4to. 

Lond.  1611.     WUk  MS.  notet,  dx.,    by  Mr.  Steevent,  .         .220 

1264.  The  Tragedy  of  Hamlet,  Prince  of  Denmai^,    4to.  ib.  printed 

by  IL    Young,  1687 070 

1265.  The  History  of  Henrie  the  Foiurth,  with  the  Battell  of  Shiews- 
borie,  &c  ;  with  the  famous  conceits  of  Sir  John  FalstaflFe,  part  I. 

4to.  ib,  printed  by  S.  S,  1599 8  10    0 

1266.  The  same  ib.  printed  for  Mathew  Lay,  1608,  4to.  .        .17    0 

1267.  The  same,  ib.  printed  by  W,  W.  1618.     With  MS.  noU$,  dx,  by 

Mr.  Steevent. 120 

1268.  The  same,  ib.  printed  by  Norton,  1632. 0  10    0 

1259.    The  2d  part  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  contUming  to  his  Death,   and 

Coronation  of  Henrie  the  Fift,  with  the  Humours  of  Sir  John 
Falstaffe  and  Swaggering  Pistoll,  as  acted  by  the  Lord  Chamber- 
layne  his  Servants.    First  Edit.  4to.  ib.  printed  by  V.  S,  1600.        .    8  18    0 

1270.  TheaAme,ih.  4^to.  printed  by  Vol.  Simmet,  1600.        .        .        .    2  15    0 

1271.  The  Chronicle  History  of  Henty  the  Fift,  with  his  Battell 
fought  at  Agincourt  in  France,  together  with  Auntient  Pistoll,  as 
playd  by  the  Lord  Chamberlayne  his  servants.      First  Edit,  4to. 

inlaid  on  large  paper,  ib.  printed  by  Hwmas  Creede,  1600.        .        .  27    6    0 

1272.  The  Chronicle  History  of  Heniy  the  Fift,  &c.  4to.  Lond.  1608.  1  1  0 
1278.    The  true  Tragedie  of  Bicharde,  Duke  of  Yorko,  and  the    Death 

of  good  King  Henrie  the  Sixt,  as  acted  by  the  Earle  of  Pembroke 

his  Servants,  4to.  inlaid  on  large  paper,  ib.  printed  by  W,   W,  1600.    1  16    0 

1274.  The  whole  contention  betweene  the  two  famous  Houses,  Lan- 
caster and  Yorke,  with  the  Tragicall  Ends  of  the  good  Duke 
Humphrey,  Richard,  Duke  of  Yorke,  and  King  Henrie  the  Sizt, 
divided  into  2  parts,  4to.  ib.  no  date 15    0 

1275.  The  first  and  second  part  of  the  troublesome  Baigne  of  John, 
King  of  England,  with  the  discovorie  of  King  Richard  Cordelion's 
Base  Sonne  (vulgarly  named  the  Bastard  Fauconbridge)  also  the 
Death  of  King  John  at  Swinstead  Abbey,  as  acted  by  her  Majes- 
ties Players,  4to.  Lond.  impr.  by  VaL  Simmes,  1611.  .        .    1  18    0 

1276.  The  fii'st  and  second  part  of  the  troublesome  Raigne  of  John, 

King  of  England,  &c,  ib.  printed  by  Aug.  Matthews,  1622.  .110 

1277.  The  True  Chronicle  History  of  the  Life  and  Death  of  King 
Lear,  and  his  three  Daughters,  with  the  unfortunate  Life  of  Edgar, 
Sonne  and  Heire  to  the  Earl  of  Glocester,  and  his  sullen  and 
assumed  Humour  of  Tom  of  Bedlam,  by  his  Majestie's  servante. 

Fira  Edit.  4to.  ib.  1608 2800 

1578.    Another  Edition,  differing  in  the  title-page  and  signature  of  the 

first  leaf .  4ta  id.  1608. 220 
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vexation  on  the  other,  were  exhibited  at  the  book-sale ! 
— while  the  auctioneer,  like  Jove  looking  calmly  down 
upon  the  storm  which  he  himself  had  raised,  kept  his 
even  temper ;  and  ''  ever  and  anon  *'  dealt  out  a  gracious 

Early  Plats  or  Shakbfeabe. 

NO.  £,  i.   i. 

1279.  The  most  excellent  Historie  of  the  Merchant  of  Venice,  with 
the  extreme  cmeltie  of  Shylocke  the  Jew  towards  the  sayd  Mer- 
chant, in  cutting  a  just  pound  of  his  flesh :  and  the  obtayning  of 
Portia  by  his  choyce  of  three  cheats,  as  acted  by  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlaine  his  servants,  Flrtt  Edit,  inlaid  on  large  paper,  4to,  at  Lo»' 

don,  printed  by  John  Roherts,  1600 2   0  0 

1280.  The  excellent  History  of  the  Merchant  of  Venice,  with  the 
extreme  crueltie  of  Shylocke  the  Jew ;  Fird  EdiL  4to.  inlaid  o« 

large  paper,  printed  hy  Jofm  Roberta,  1600 2   2  9 

1281.  A  most  pleasant  and  excellent  conceited  Comedie  of  Syr  John 
Falstaffe  and  the  Merrie  Wives  of  Windsor,  as  acted  by  the  Lord 
Chamberlaine's  Servants.    First,  Edit.  4to,    Loud,  printed  by  T.  C, 

1602. 2800 

1282.  A  most  pleasant  and  excellent  conceited  Comedy  of  Sir  John 
Falstafife  and  the  Merry  Wivos  of  Windsor,  with  the  swaggering 

vaine  of  Antient  Pistol!  and  Corporal  Nym,  ito,  inlaid.  Land.  1619.    14  0 

1283.  The  Merry  Wives  of  Windsor,  with  the  Humours  of  Sir  John 
Fallstaffe,  also  the  swaggering  Vaine  of  Ancient  PistoU  and  Cor- 
poral Nym,  4to.  Lond.  printed  by  T.  H,  1630        .        .        .        .    010  6 

1284.  A  Midsommer  Night's  Dreame,  as  acted  by  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlaine's  Servantes,   First  Edit,  impr,  at  Lond,  far  Tkot.  Fitker, 

4to.  1600,  part  of  one  leaf  wanting 26  10  0 

1285.  Another  copy.  First  Edit,  inlaid,  tb.  1600 1  15  0 

1286.  Much  adoe  about  Nothing,  as  acted  by  the  Lord  Chamberlaine 

his  Servants,  First  EdU.  4to.  ib.  printed  by  Val.  Simme$,  1600.        .  25  10  0 

1287.  The  Tragedy  of  Othello  the  Moore  of  Venice,  aa  acted  at  the 
Globe  and  at  tho  Black  Friers,  by  his  Majestiea  Serranta,  4(o. 
Lond.  pi'inted  by  N.  0.   1622,  with  MS.  notes  and  varioua  readings 

by  Mr.  Steevens. 2080 

1288.  The  Tragedy  of  Othello  the  Moore  of  Venice,  aa  acted  at  the 

Globe  and  at  the  Black  Friers,  4to.   Lond.  printed  hy  A.  M.  1630.    0  13   0 

1289.  Tragodie  of  Othello  ;  ith  Edit.  4to.  ib.  1665.  .         .        .040 

1290.  The  Tragedie  of  King  Richard  the  Second,  as  acted  by  the  Lofd 
Chamberlaine  his  Servants,  4to.  Lond.  printed  by  VaL  Simmes,  1588.    4  14  I 

1291.  Tragedie  of  King  Richard  the  Second,  as  acted  by  the  Lofd 
Chamberlaine  his  Servants,  4to.  printed  by  W.    W.  1608.         •        .  10   0  0 

1292.  The  Tragedie  of  King  Richard  the  Second,  with  new  Addituws 
of  the  Parliament  Scene,  and  the  deposing  of  King  Biehaid,  aa 
acted  by  his  Majestie's  Servants  at  the  Globe,  4to.  Lond,  1616,  with 

MS.  notes,  dx,  by  Mr.  Steevens 1  12  0 
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smile  amidst  all  the  turbulence    that  surrounded  him ! 
Memorable  aera ! — the    veteran    collector    grows    young 

Early  Plats  of  Shaksfkare. 

NO.  £   t.    d, 

1293.  The  life  and  Death  of  King  Richard  the  Seoond,  with  new  Ad- 
ditions of  the  Parliament  Scene,  and  the  deposing  of  King  Richard^ 

as  acted  at  the  Globe  by  his  Majesties  Servants,  4to.  Lond.  1634    .050 

1294.  The  Tragedie  of  King  Richard  the  Third,  as  acted  by  the  Lord 
Chamberlain  his  Servants,  4to.  Lond,  jmnied  hy  Tho,  Crtede,  1602. 
Difeetive  at  the  end.  0  10    0 

1295.  The  Tragedie  of  King  Richard  the  Third,  containing  his  treache- 
rous Plots  against  his  Brother  Clarence,  the  pitiful  murther  of  his 
innocent  Nephows,  his  tirannical  usurpation,  with  the  whole  course 
of  his  detested  life,  and  most  deserved  Death,  as  acted  by  hia 
Majesties  Servants,  4to.  Lond,  printed  hy  Tho,  Creede,  1612,  with 

notei  and  various  readings  hy  Mr,  Steevens,  .  •  .15    0 

1296.  The  same,  4to.  ib,  1629.         .  .  .  .  .  .070 

1297.  Tragedie  of  King  Richard  the  Third,  as  acted  by  the  King's 
Majesties  Servants,  4to.  ib,  1634.  .  .  .  .  .060 

1298.  The  most  excellent  and  lamentable    Tragedie  of   Romeo    and 

Juliet,  4to.    A  fragment,  Lond.  1599.  .  .  .  .056 

1299.  The  same,   compleat,  inlaid  on  large  paper,  4to.  ib,,  impr,  hy 

Th4},  Creede,  1599.      [Second  Edition.^  .  .  .  .600 

1300.  The  same,    4to.   Lond.  1609,  with  MS,  notes  and  readings   hy 

Mr.  Steevens,  ,  .  .  .  .  .  .220 

1301.  The  same,  4to.  i\  pritUed  by  R.    Young,  1637.  .  .090 

1302.  A  pleasant  conceited  Historic, ^called  the  Taming  of  the  Shrew, 
as  acted  by  the  Earle  of  Pembroke's  Servants.    First  Edit,  4to. 

inlaid  on  large  paper,  ih.,  printed  by  V,  S,  1607.  .  .        .  20    0    0 

1803.  A  wittie  and  pleasant  Comedie,  called  the  Taming  of  a  Shrew, 
as  acted  by  his  Majesties  Servants,  at  the  Blacke  Friers  and  the 
Globe,  4to,  i6.,  printed  hy  W,  S,  1631.  .  .  .  .    0  11    0 

1304.  The  most  lamentable  Tragedie  of  Titus  Andronious,  as  plaide  by 
the  King's  Majesties  Servants,  4to.  inlaid,  ih,,  printed  for  Edward 

White,  1611.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    2  12    6 

1305.  The  History  of  Troylus  and  Cresseide,  as  acted  by  the  King's 
Majesties  Servants  at  the  Globe.    FirtA,   Edit,  4to,  ib,,  imp,  by 

G.  Aide,  1609. 5  10    q 

1306.  The  lamentable  Tragedie  of  Locrine,  the  eldest  sonne  of  King 
Brutus,  discoursing  tho  Warres  of  the  Brittaines  and  Himnes,  with 

ther  discomfiture,  4to.  ib.,  printed  hy  Thomas  Creede,  1595.  .350 

1307.  The  London  Prodigall,  as  plaide  by  the  King's  Majesties  Ser- 
vants, 4to.  ib.,  printed  hy  T.  C,  1705.  .  .  .  .19    0 

1308.  The  late  and  much  admired  Play  called  Pericles,  Prince  of  Tyre, 
with  tho  true  relation  of  the  whole  Historic  and  Fortunes  of  the 
said  Prince,  qb  also  tho  no  losse  strange  and  worthy  accidents  in  the 
Birth  and  Life  of  his  Daughter  Marianna,  acted  by  his  Majesties 
Servants  at  the  Globe  on  the  Banck-side,  4to.  ib.,  1609.        .  .12    0 

2  P 
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again  in  thinking  upon  the  valour  he  then  exhibited ;  and 
the  juvenile  collector  talks  ^*  braggartly"  of  other  times 

Plats  of  Shakspkara 

NO.  £.  «.   ^ 

1309.  Another  edition.  4to.  £5.1619.  .  .  .  .  .    0  15  0 

1310.  The  first  part  of  the  true  and  honourable  History  of  the  Life  of 
Sir  John  Old-castle,  the  good  Lord  Cobham,  aa  acted  by  the  Earie 

of  Nottingham  his  sorvants,  4to.  Lond,  1600.  .  .  .    0  10  0 

1311.  A  Yorkshire  Tragedy,  not  so  now,  as  lamentable  and  trae,  4to. 

Lond.   1619.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .090 

1312.  (Twenty  Plays)  published  by  Mr.  Steevens,  6  toIs.  large  paper, 

ib,,  1766.    Only  12  copies   taien  off  on  large  paper  •  .    6  15  6 

Editions  of  Shaksfears'b  Works. 

1313.  Comedies,  Histories,  and  Tragedies,  published  acoordiDg  to  the 

true  originall  copies,  by  John  Heminge  and  Hen.  Condell,  JoL 

riusia,    Lo-nd.  printed  hy  Imac  Jvggard  and  Edwd.  Blount,  1628 ; 

with  a  MS,   titU,  and  a  facsimile  drawing  qf  the  pcrtrail  Sy  Jtfr. 
SUevetis,  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  22   0  0 

1314.  The  same :  2d  edit,  folio,  fine  copy  morocco,  gilt  leaYei,  ih. 
1632.    Jh  this  hook  is  the  hand  writing  qf  Ki^g  Charles  /.  &y  whom 

it  was  presented  to  Sir  Tho.  Herbert,  Master  qf  the  Retele,  .  18  18  0 

1315.  Tlio  same :  3d  edit,  with  the  7  additional  Plays,  fol.,  nesi  and 
scarce,  ib.  1664.     See  Note  by  Mr,  Steevens,  .  .  .880 

1316.  llie  same :    4th  edit.    1685,    foUo 2  II  6 

1326.  Hammer's  (Sir  Tho.)  edition;  9  vols.  ISmo.  Land,  174&  .    1  IS 

1327.  The  same :  with  cuts,  6  vols.  4to.  elegantly  hound  in,  ko^-tiitu 

1328.  Pope  and  Warburton,   8  vols.   8vo.   Lond,   1747.  .  .10  0 
1329. 8  vols.  12mo,  with  Sir  Thoe.  Hanmer'a  GHooery. 

Dub.  1747 .    0  15  0 

1330.  Capoll,  (Edw.)  10  vols.   8vo.   Lond.  printed  by  Dryden.  Leaek, 

1768.  .  .  .  .260 

1331.  Johnson,  (Sam.)  8  vols.  8vo.    Lond,  il765.  .  .  .    1  19  0 

1332.  and  Geo.  Steevens,  10  vols.  8vo.  ib,  1773.            .            .  2  14  0 

13;^.  in    single  Plays,  31    vohi.   board*,  ib.           .  1 11  0 

1334.  Johnson  and  Steevens  :  10  vols.  2d.  edit,  with  Bialone'a  Supple- 
ment, 2  vols.,  and  the  plates  from  Bell's  edition,  ib.  1778.             .  4  10  0 

1335. 10  vols.  3d  edit.  ib.  1785 8  5  0 

1336.  4th  edit,  with  a  glossarial  Index,  15  vols.  8vo.  ib.  1798.    «  16  6 

1337.  Malono,  (Edm.)  11  voL  8vo.  ib.  1790 4   8  0 

1338.  Another  copy,  11  vols.  8vo.  ib.  .  .  .    4  18  0 

1339.  Ran  (Joe.)  6  vols.  8vo.  Oxf.  1786.  .  .  .  ,    1  U  6 

1340.  with  Ayscough's  Index,  2  vols.  8vo.  rusBia^  marUed 

leaves,  published  by  Stockdale,  ib.  1784-90.  .  .  •    0 15  0 

1341.  Ecoles,  2  vols.  8vo.  ib.  1794 1  U  0 

1342.  From  the  Text  of  Mr.  Malone's  edit,  by  Nicholsy  7  Tob.  ISbne. 

Lond.  1790. .    0  IS  0 

1343.  From  the  Text  of  Mr.  Steevens,  last  edit  8  vols.  ISmo.  ib.  1797.    10  0 
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— which  he  calls  the  golden  days  of  the  bibliomania — 
when  he  reflects  upon  his  lusty  efforts  in  securing  an 
Exemplar'.  Steevensianum! 


BDinoire  OF  Shaksfbabb'b  Works. 

NO.  £   s,  d, 

1344.    9  vols.  12mo.  ib.  179a 13    0 

1345.    9  voIb.  12mo.  Birm.  by  R.  Martin.  .  .  .110 

1846.    9  vols.  Bell's  edit,  no  plates.    Lond.  1774  .  .      0  18    0 

1347.    20  vols.  18mo.  with  annotations.  Bell's  edit,  fine  paper, 

with  plates,  beautiful  impressions,  ib.  1783.  .  .  .      8  13    6 

1348.    20  vols.  12mo.  Bell's  edition ;  large  pciper,  finest  po6- 

sible  impressions  of  the  plates,  superbly  bound  in  green  turkey, 

double  bands,  gilt  leaves,  ib.  .  •  .  .  .    17  17    0 

1349.  The  Dramatic  Works  of;  Text  corrected  by  Geo.  Steevens, 
Esq. ;  published  by  Boydell  and  Nichol,  in  laige  4to.,  15  n<M.  with 
the  large  and  small  plates ;  first  and  finest  impressions,  1791,  in, 

N.  B.    Three  more  numbers  complete  the  work.      .  •  .    86    4    6 

1348.  Harding,  n9,  81,  L  p.  containing  6  prints,  with  a  portrait  of 
Lewis  Theobald,  as  published  by  Richardson,  and  some  account  of 

him,  by  Mr.  SteeveDS.  •.  .  \  .  •  .046 

1349.  Ditto,  ditto 0    4    6 

1350.  TraduitdeFAnglois,  2toms.  Par.  1776.  .  .  .060 

1351.  In  German,  18  vols.  12mo.    Zurich,  1775.  .  .  .      0  16    0 
1362.    King  Lear,  Macbeth,  Hamlet,  Othello,  and  Julius  Ceosar,  by 

Jennings,  Lond.  1770.  .  .  .  .  .  .      0  11    0 

1358.  Macbeth,  ii^th  Notes  by  Harry  Bowe,  12mo.  York,  1797.         .      0    16 

1354.    8vo.  2d.  edit,  ib.  1799 0    5    0 

1355.  Antony  and  Cleopatra,  by  Edw.  Capell ;  8vo.  Lond.  1758.        .      0    10 

1356.  The  Virgin  Queen ;  a  Drama,   attempted  as  a  Sequel  to  *% 
Shakspeare's  Tempest,  by  G.  F.  Waldron,  8vo.  1797.         .        (        n    i    ft 

1857.    Annotations  on  As  Tou  like  it,  by  Johnson  and  f*       0    10 

Bteevens,  Bell's  edit.  .  .  •  .  ,      ) 

1858.    Another  copy 

1359.  Shakspeare's  Bonnets,  never  before  imprinted,  4to.  at  Lond.  by 

G.  Aid,  1609. 8  10    0 

1860.    Poems,  8vo.  ib.  1640.        .  .  .  .  .046 

186L    Venis  and  Adonis,  8vo.  ib.  1602.  ;  .  .      1  11    6 

1362.    Bymer  (Tho.)  Short  View  of  Tragedy,   with  Reflection   on 

Shakspeare,  &c.  8vo.  b.  1698.  .  .  .  .  .016 

1863.  Shakspeare  restored,  by  Lewis  Theobald,  4to.  ib.  1726.  .      0    4    6 

1864.  Whalley's  (Peter)  on  the  Learning  of;  ib.  1748.  Remarks 
on  a  late  edition  of  Shakspeare,  by  Zach.  Grey,  ib.  1755,  and  other 

Tracts.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  -      0    8    6 

1365.  Morris  (Corbyn)  Essay  towards  fixing  the  true  Standard  of  Wit, 
Humour,  &c.  8vo.  ib.  1744.  .  .  .  .  .080 

1366.  Criticfd  Obseryations  on,  by  John  Upton  ;  8vo.  2d  edit  Lond. 

l74o.     •  •  .  •  •  .  .  .  .016 
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LoREN.     You  have  seen   a  few  similar  copies  in  the 
library  ;  which  I  obtained  after  a  strenuous  effort.    There 


Editions  or  Shakbfeabe's  Works. 

NO.  £  s,i. 

1367.    Illustrated^  by  Charlotte  Lennox ;  3  vols.  12ino.  ib.  1754.      0   9   0 

1368.  Notos  on  Shakspeare,  by  Zachaiy  Grey ;  2  vols.  8vo.  ib.  1734.      0   8   0 

1369.  Beautioa  of  Shakspearo,  by  William  Dodd,  2  vols.  12mo.  ib. 

1757.    .  .  .  .  .  .030 

1370.  Beauties  of  Shakspeare.by  Wm.  Dodd;  Svols.  12mo.  ib.  I78a      0   0  0 

1371.    (Revival  of)  Text,  by  Heath,  8to.  ib.  1765  .  .010 

1372.  Observations  and  Conjectures  on  some  passages  of,  by  Tho. 
Trywhit ;  8vo.  Oxford,  1766.  .  .  .  .  .050 

1373.  Farmer  (iiich))  on  the  Iieaming  of;  8vo.  moroooo.     Camb. 

1767.     Oiili/  12  copies  on  ihi^  paj)€r,  .  .  .  .      0  10  0 

1374.    Loudon.  8vo.  1789,  with  Mr.  OapelFs  Shakspaarianay 

8vo,  only  20  copies  printed,  1779.  .  .  .  .010 

1375.  Malone  (Edm.)  Letter  on,  to  Dr.  Farmer ;  8vo.  ib.  1792  .      0   4  0 

1376.  Letter  to  David  Garrick  (on  a  Glossary  to)  by  Rich.  Warner, 

8vo.  ib.  1768. 0   2  0 

There  were  copies  of  the  Catalogue  of  Steeven*8  books  stmok  off 
on  LABOE  PAPER,  on  bastard  t-oi/al  octavo,  and  in  qvario. 


It  remains  to  say  a  few  words  of  the  celebrated  collector  of  thia  Toy 
library.  Tho  wit,  taste,  and  classical  acquirements  of  Gboboe  Stebvesb  an 
every  where  recorded  and  acknowledged.  As  an  editor  of  his  beloved  Shak* 
speare,  he  stands  unrivalled ;  for  he  combined,  with  much  recondita  leirdDg 
and  indefatigable  research,  a  polish  of  style,  and  vigour  of  exprosBioo,  wlidi 
are  rarely  found  united  in  the  same  person.  His  definitiona  are  sometimai  balk 
happy  and  singular ;  and  his  illustrations  of  ancient  customs  and  manneia  mflk 
as  might  have  been  expected  from  a  head  so  completely  famished,  and  a  hnd 
so  thoroughly  practised.  I  will  not  say  that  Geoige  Steevena  has  evineed  tta 
learning  of  Bolden  upon  Drayton,  or  of  Bentley  upon  Pbalaris ;  nor  did  hii 
erudition,  in  truth,  rise  to  the  lofty  and  commanding  pitch  of  these  hia  pi^ 
docoBsorH  :  nor  does  there  seem  much  sense  or  wit  in  hunting  After  eveiy  jwsciT- 
jscrap  which  this  renowned  bibliomaniac  committed  to  paper — as  some  aadlj 
bitten  book-collectors  give  evidence  of.  If  1  have  not  greatly  mlsimdMilood 
tho  characteristics  of  Steevens*s  writings,  they  are  these — wit,  elegsjioe^  P^i^t 
and  satire,  combined  with  almost  perfect  erudition  in  English  drunatio  sntiqiiWai 
Lot  us  give  a  specimen  of  his  classical  el^^ce  in  dignifying  a  snbjeeli  lAidk 
will  1)0  relished  chiefly  by  Gbanoeritbb.  Having  learnt  that  a  oopj  dt  8U- 
ton's  Versos  on  Elinour  Rummin,  the  famous  Ale-wife  of  England,  villi  kar 
portrait  in  the  title-page,  was  in  the  Library  of  the  Cathedral  of  Lfnoobi  (po^ 
haps,  formerly.  Captain  Coxo's  copy ;  vide  p.  266,  ante),  he  prBvailsd  « tto 
hite  Dean,  Sir  Richard  Kaye,  to  bring  the  book  to  London ;  but  as  it  was  nak 
BufTerod  to  go  from  tho  Dean's  possession,  Mr.  8.  was  pennitted  to  Bihi  a 
facsimile  drawing  of  the  title,  at  the  Dean*8  house  in  Harlsy'StieaC  Ml 
drawing  he  gave  to  Richardson,  tho  printsellor,  who  engrSTed  and  pobfiahsiik 
among  the  copios  of  scarce  portraits  to  illustrate  Granger.     Hm 
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« 

was  certainly  a  very  great  degree  of  Book-Madness  ex- 
hibited at  the  sale  of  Steevens's  library — and    yet  I  re- 


ihis  rarity  produced  from  him  the  following  Jtvi  ^EgprU ;  the  merit  of  which 
can  only  be  truly  appreciated  by  those  who  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  the 
eminent  Portrait  Colleotobs  therein  mentioned,  and  whose  names  are'printed 
in  capital  letters. 

Eleonora  Rediviva. 

To  seek  this  Nymph  among  the  glorious  dead, 
Tir'd  with  his  search  on  earth,  is  GuLSTON  fled  :— 
Still  for  these  charms  enamoured  Musobave  sighs ; 
To  clasp  these  beauties  ardent  Bindlet  dies : 
For  these  (while  yet  unstaged  to  public  view,) 
Impatient  Brand  o'er  half  the  kingdom  flew ; 
These,  while  their  bright  ideas  round  him  play. 
From  Classic  Weston  force  the  Roman  lay : 
Oft  too,  my  Storer,  Heaven  has  heard  thee  swear. 
Not  GkiUia's  murdered  Queen  was  half  so  fear : 

A  new  Europa !"  cries  the  exulting  BULL, 

My  Granger  now,  I  thank  the  gods,  is  full :" — 
Even  Craoherodb's  self,  whom  passions  rarely  move. 
At  this  soft  shrine  has  deign'd  to  whbper  love. — 
Haste  then,  ye  swains,  who  Rummino's  form  adore, 
Possess  your  Eleanour,  and  sigh  no  more. 


« 


It  muqt  be  admitted  that  this  is  at  once  elegant  and  happy. 

We  will  now  say  somewhat  of  the  man  himself.  Mr.  Steevens  lived  in  a 
retired  and  eligibly  situated  house,  just  on  the  rise  of  Hampstead  Heath.  It 
was  paled  in ;  and  had,  immediately  before  it,  a  verdant  lawn  skirted  with  a 
variety  of  picturesque  trees.  Formerly,  this  house  has  been  a  tavern,  which  was 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Upper  Flask :  and  which  my  fair  readers  (if  a  single 
female  can  have  the  courage  to  peruse  these  bibliomaniacal  pages)  will  recollect 
to  have  been  the  same  to  which  Richardson  sends  Clarissa  in  one  of  her  escapes 
from  Lovelace.  Here  Steevens  lived,  embosomed  in  books,  shrubs,  and  trees  : 
being  either  too  coy,  or  too  unsociable,  to  mingle  with  his  neighbours.  His 
habits  were  indeed  peculiar :  not  much  to  be  envied  or  imitated  ;  as  they  some- 
times betrayed  the  flights  of  a  madman,-  and  sometimes  the  asperities  of  a  oynio. 
His  attachments  were  warm,  but  fickle  both  in  choice  and  duration.  He  would 
frequently  part  from  one,  with  whom  he  had  lived  on  terms  of  close  intimacy, 
without  any  assignable  cause;  and  his  enmities,  once  fixed,  were  immovable. 
There  was,  indeed,  a  kind  of  venom  in  his  antipathies ;  nor  would  he  suffer  his 
ears  to  be  assailed,  or  his  heat  to  relent,  in  favour  of  those  against  whom  he 
entertained  animosities,  however  capricious  and  unfounded.  In  one  pursuit  only 
was  he  consistent :  one  object  only  did  ho  woo  with  an  inflexible  attachment ; 
and  that  object  was  Dame  Drama. 


« 


I  have  borrowed  the  f ollowxiig  books  for  jtnr ' 
Dr.  Farmer's  copy  of  Ames,  with  MS.  notes  by  himself,  and  an  intarieafvd 
MauDsell's  Catalogue,  with  yet  more  considerable  additions  by  Baker  tli0  anti- 
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member  to  have  witnessed   stronger  sjrmptoms  of  the 
Bibliomania ! 

I  have  sat  behind  him,  within  a  few  years  of  his  deafchy  and  watefaed  hb 
sedulous  attention  to  the  performanoee  of  strolling  playera,  who  ond  to 
hire  a  public  room  in  Hampstead ;  and  towards  whom  his  gaUaniiy  wm 
something  more  substantial  than  mere  admiration  and  applause:  for  hs 
would  make  liberal  presents  of  gloves,  shoes,  and  stockingp»— espeoisDy  to 
the  female  part  of  the  company.  His  attention,  and  even  deUgfat^  dming 
some  of  the  most  wretched  exhibitions  of  the  dramatic  art,  was  truly  ma-  j 
prising;  but  he  was  then  drooping  under  the  pressure  of  age,  and  wbat  | 
passed  before  him  might  serve  to  remind  him  of  former  di^ys,  when  his  cb- 
cemment  was  qui(^  and  his  judgment  matured.  It  is,  however,  bat  jw« 
tioe  to  this  distinguished  bibliomaniac  to  add  that»  in  his  literary  attscfa- 
ments  he  was  not  influenced  by  merely  splendid  talents  or  exalted  nok. 
To  my  predecessor  Herbert  (for  whose  memory  I  may  be  allowed,  afc  aS 
times,  to  express  a  respectful  regard)  Steevens  seems  to  have  shewn  maiktd 
attention.  I  am  in  possession  of  more  than  a  dosen  original  letters  from 
him  to  this  typograpbical  antiquary,  in  which  he  not  only  evinces  gnSt 
friendliness  of  disposition,  but  betrays  an  unusual  soUcitude  about  the  ne- 
cess  of  Herbert's  labours;  and,  indeed,  contributes  towards  it  by  nesriy  a 
hundred  notices  of  rare  and  curious  books  which  were  unknown  to,  cr  in- 
perfectly  described  by,  Herbert  himself.  At  the  dose  of  a  long  letter,  is 
which,  amongst  much  valuable  information,  there  is  a  enrioos  list  of  Ghubob- 
tabd's  PMcea— which  Steevens  uiges  Herbert  to  pnblish--he  tins  oqa* 
dudes: 

**  Dear  Sib, 

"  I  know  not  where  the  forsgoing  lists  of  dmrbfajBRRi 
Pieces  can  appear  with  more  propriety  than  in  a  work  like  yours ;  and  I  tlMi^ 
fore  venture  to  recommend  them  as  worth  republication.  If  yo«  pabUAi, 
from  time  to  time,  additions  to  your  book,  you  may  have  frequent  oppor* 
tunity  of  doing  similar  service  to  old  English  literature,  by  assembling  ostsr 
logues  of  the  works  of  scarce,  and  therefore  almost  forgotten,  authors.  By 
occasional  effusions  of  this  kind  you  will  afford  much  gratification  to  litamy 
antiquaries,  and  preserve  a  constant  source  of  amusement  to  yonzself :  for 
in  my  opinion,  no  man  is  so  unhappy  as  he  who  is  at  a  loss  for  something 
to  do.  Your  present  task  grows  towards  an  end,  and  I  therefore  throw  ost 
this  hint  for  your  consideration."    {JiUy  27, 1788.) 

A  little  further  he  adds :  "  In  your  voL  ii  p.  1920,  yoo  have  but  an  ha- 
perfect  account  of  Ttro's  'Roaring  Mtggt^  ftc.  I  shall  therefote  supply  it 
underneath,  as  the  book  now  lies  before  me.  I  have  only  room  left  to  tdl  Toe 
I  am  always  your  very  futhfully,  G.  STREVENa."  Bat  the  bihKoinsiiiflil 
spirit  of  the  author  of  this  letter,  is  attested  by  yet  stronger  evidence  : 

HamptUad  HeaJtk,  Augost  ^Sth,  1780L 
*'SiR, 


«■ , 


THE  DRAWING  ROOM.  439 

Lis.    Can  it  be  possible  ?    Does  this  madness 

'  Grow  with  otit  growth,  and  strengthen  with  onr  stiength  Y 
Will  not  such  volcanic  fury  bum  out  in  time  ? 


qnary.  The  latter  I  have  promised  to  return  at  the  end  of  this  month,  as  it 
belongs  to  our  University  Library.  I  should  not  choose  to  transmit  either  of 
these  volumes  by  any  uncertain  conveyance ;  and  therefore  shall  be  glad  if  you 
will  let  me  know  how  they  may  be  safely  put  into  your  hands.  If  you  can  fix  a 
time  when  you  shall  be  in  London,  my  servant  shall  wait  on  you  with  them; 
but  I  must  entreat  that  our  library  book  may  be  detained  as  short  a  time  as 
poBBible.    I  flatter  myself  that  it  wiU  prove  of  some  service  to  you,  and  am, 

"  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

Q.  Stbkvxnb." 

The  following  was  Herbert's  reply. 

<'  Cheshmt,  August  aoth,  1780. 

"Sm, 

''As  it  must  g^ve  you  great  satisfaction  to  know  that 

the  books  were  received  safe  by  me  last  night,  it  affords  me  equal  pleasure  to 

send  you  the  earliest  assurance  of  it.    I  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  liberty  you 

have  allowed  me  of  keeping  them  till  I  oome  to  London,  on  Monday,  the  4th  of 

September ;  when  I  shall  bring  them  with  me,  and  hope  to  return  them  safe  at 

Mr.  Longman's,  between  10  and  11  o'clock  ;  whore,  if  it  may  be  convenient  to 

you,  I  shall  be  very  happy  to  meet  you,  and  personally  to  thank  you  for  the 

kind  assistance  you  have  afif orded  me.    If  that  may  not  suit  you,  I  will  gladly  wait 

on  you  where  you  shall  appoint  by  a  line  left  there  for  me;  and  shall  ever 

esteem  myself , 

"Tour  most  obliged  humble  Servant, 

W.  HSBBBBT." 

The  following,  and  the  last,  epistolary  specimen  of  the  renowned  G.  Steevens — 
with  which  I  shall  treat  my  reader— is  of  a  general  gosdpping  black-letter  oast ; 
and  was  written  two  years  before  the  preceding. 

SamptUad  Beaih,  June  26th,  1788. 

"DSABSlBy 

"  A  desire  to  know  how  you  do,  and  why  so  long  a 
time  has  elapsed  since  you  were  seen  in  London,  together  with  a  few  queries  which 
neoessity  compels  me  to  trouble  you  with,  must  be  my  apology  for  this  invasion 
of  your  retirement.  Can  you  furnish  me  with  a  transcript  of  the  title-page  to 
Watson's  Sonnets  or  Love  Passions,  4to.  bL  L  ?  As  they  are  not  mentioned  by 
Puttenham,  in  1589,  they  must,  I  think,  have  appeared  after  that  year.  Can 
you  likewise  afford  me  any  account  of  a  Collection  of  Poems,  bL  1.,  4to.  by  one 
John  Southern?  They  are  addressed  "to  the  lyght  honourable  the  Earle  of 
Ozenforde;"  the  famous  Vore,  who  was  so  much  a  favourite  .with  Queen 
Elisabeth.  This  book,  which  contains  only  four  sheets,  consists  of  Odes,  Epi- 
taphs, Sonnets  to  Diana,  &c.    I  bought  both  these  bodes,  which  seem  to  bo 
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Phil.  You  prevent  Lysander  from  resmnin^,  by  the 
number  and  rapidity  of  your  interrogatories.  Revert  to 
your  first  question. 

Lis.  Truly,  I  forget  it.  But  proceed  with  your  his- 
tory, Lysander ;  and  pardon  my  abruptness. 

Lysand.  Upon  condition  that  you  promise  not  to 
interrupt  me  again  this  evening  ? 

Lis.    I  pledge  my  word.    Proceed. 

Lysand.  Having  dispatched  our  account  of  the  sale  of 
the  last-mentioned  distinguished  book-collector,  I  jhpo- 
ceed  with  my  historical  survey :   tho',  indeed^  it  is  hi^ 

uncommoDly  rare,  at  the  late  solo  of  Major  PearsoD's  libnuy.  They  an  defBB- 
tive  in  their  title-pages,  and  without  your  asidstance  must,  in  all  probability,  oon- 
tinue  imperfect.  Give  me  leave  to  add  my  sincere  hope  that  your  long  abMDM 
from  London  has  not  been  the  result  of  indisposition,  and  that  you  wiU  iatpn 
this  interruption  in  your  studies,  from 

"  Your  very  faithful  and  obedient  Servant, 

QbO.  STEKYKn." 


« 


p.  S.  I  hope  your  third  Tolumeis  in  the  press,  as  it  is  very  much  enquired  aftar." 

It  is  now  time  to  bid  farewell  to  the  subject  of  this  tremendous  note ;  and  moit 
sincerely  do  I  wish  I  could  'draw  the  curtain'  upon  it,  and  say  'good  ni^' 
with  as  much  cheerfulness  and  satisfaction  at  Atterbury  did  upon  the  dose  of  Ui 
professional  labours.  But  the  latter  moments  of  Stkeve:(B  were  momento  cf 
mental  anguish.  He  grew  not  only  irritable,  but  outrageous  ;  and,  in  foil  p» 
session  of  his  faculties,  he  raved  in  a  manner  which  could  have  been  expsoted 
only  from  a  creature  bred  up  without  notions  of  morality  or  religion.  NeitlMr 
complacency  nor  'joyful  hope*  soothed  his  bed  of  death.  His  language  wm,  too 
frequently,  the  language  of  imprecation ;  and  his  wishes  and  apprehensions  nob 
as  no  rational  Christian  can  think  upon  without  agony  of  heart.  Although  I  ut 
not  disposed  to  admit  the  whole  of  the  testimony  of  the  good  woman  who  watdisd 
by  his  bod-sido,  and  paid  him,  when  dead,  the  last  melancholy  attentions  of  bar 
office— although  my  prejudices  (as  they  may  be  called)  will  not  allow  me  to  be- 
lieve that  the  windows  shook,  and  that  strange  noises  and  deep  groans  were  bssd 
at  midnight  in  his  room — yet  no  creature  oi  common  sense  (and  this 
possessed  the  quality  in  an  eminent  degree)  could  mistake  oaths  for  prayoi^ 
boisterous  treatment  for  calm  and  gentle  usage.    If  it  be  said — why 


<( 


draw  his  frailties  from  their  drear  abode?* 


the  answer  is  obvious,  and,  I  should  hope,  irrefragable.  A  daty,  and  a  \ 
one  too,  is  duo  to  the  LiviNa.  Past  examples  operate  Jipon  future  ones :  tad 
posterity  ought  to  know,  in  tho  instance  of  this  accompliahod  scholar  and  fili- 
rary  antiquary,  that  neither  the  sharpest  wit,  nor  the  most  delicate  inieDeetall 
refinement,  can,  alone,  afford  a  man  'peace  at  the  LAfPT.'  The  voasal  of  hnaa 
existonoe  must  be  secured  by  other  anchors  than  those,  when  the  storm  of  dMth 
approaches ! 
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time  to  close  this  tedious  bibliomaniacal  history.  The 
hour  of  midnight  has  gone  by  : — and  yet  I  will  not  slur 
ovex  my  account  of  the  remainimg  characters  of  respec- 
tability. 

The  collections  of  Strange*  and  Woodhouse  are  next, 
in  routine,  to  be  noticed.  The  catalogue  of  the  library 
of  the  former  is  a  great  favourite  of  mine :  the  depart- 
ments into  which  the  books  are  divided,  and  the  compen- 
dious descriptions  of  the  volumes,  together  with  the 
extent  and  variety  of  the  collection,  may  afford  consider- 
able assistance  to  judicious  bibliomaniacs.  Poor  Wood- 
house  :t  thy  zeal  outran  thy  wit :  thou  wert  indefatigable 
in  thy  search  after  rare  and  precious  prints  and  books ; 
and  tihy  very  choice  collection  of  both  is  a  convincing 

*  Bibliotheca  Strangtiana  ;  A  Catalogue  of  the  general,  amous,  and  extensive 
lAbrary  of  that  distinguished  naturalist  and  lover  qf  the  fine  arts,  the  late  John 
Stranob,  Esq.,  L.L.D.  F.R.S.  and  S.A.,  many  years  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
resident  at  the  Republic  of  Venice.  Comprehending  an  extraordinary  fine  collec- 
tion of  books  and  tracts,  in  most  languages  and  sciences,  to  the  number  of  up- 
wards of  four-score  tkousandy  tkc.  Digested  by  Samuel  Paterson.  Sold  by 
auction  by  Leigh  and  Sotheby,  March  16,  1801,  Svo.,  1256  articles.  This  is  a 
plain,  unaffected,  bnt  exceedingly  well-digested,  catalogue  of  a  very  extraordinary 
collection  of  books  in  all  departments  of  literature.  I  do  not  know  whether  it 
be  not  preferable,  in  point  of  arrangement,  to  any  catalogue  compiled  by  Paterson. 
It  has,  however,  a  wretched  aspect ;  from  the  extreme  indifference  of  the  paper. 

t  We  will  first  give  the  title  to  th^  Catalogue  of  the  late  Mr.  Woodhousb's 
Collection  of  Prints.  "A  Catalogue  of  the  choice  and  valuable  Collection  ^of 
Antient  and  Modern  Prints,  dx.,  selected  with  the  highest  taste  from  all  the 
cx>]lectionB  at  home  and  abroad,  &;c.  Sold  by  auction  by  Mr.  Christie ;  January, 
1801."  The  ^r«^par<  ends  with  the  5th  day's  sale;  the  second  commences  with 
the  sixth  day's  sale  and  concludes  on  the  sixteenth,  with  the  Malborough  Gems. 
Although  we  may  have  to  give  specimens  of  some  of  the  rare  and  precious  prints 
contained  in  this  collection,  in  the  course  of  Part  VI.  of  this  work,  yet  the 
roader,  I  would  fain  hope,  will  not  be  displeased  with  the  following  interesting 
extract,  with  the  annexed  prices,  of  the  prints  from  the 

Marlborough  Gems. 

[This  oMemhlage,  the  result  of  twenty  years*  collecting,  contains  a  grecUer  number 
tkasi  ever  has  been  at  one  time  oj^ered  to  the  public. — The  first  volume  is  complete, 
and  may  be  aaxmnted  uniqtte,  a«  all  the  impressions  ai'e  before  tlte  numbers,  the 
artists'  names,  or  pi'oofs  withoui  any  letters,  as  in  the  presentation  copies :  the 
mbfect  of  Cupid  and  Psyche  is  mth  variations,  and  the  whoie  may  be  regarded  as  a 
great  rarity.  Those  of  tAe  second  volume  are  few  in  number,  but  in  poiiU  of  curi- 
only,  no  ways  inferior  J] 
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proof  that,  where  there  is  wealth  and  zeal,  opportmutm 
in  abondance  will  be  found  for  the  gratification  of  that 
darling  passion,  or  insanity,  now  called  by  the  name  of 
Bibliomania ! 

LOT.  £   i,    i, 

72«    One,  Cesar  in  the  Temple  of  Vemis.    Proqf  hrfart   any 

Utters.  8  IS  5 

73.  Two.    no.    1.  Sdpio  Africanus. 2  0  (^ 

no.    2.  LnciiiB  C.  Sylla.  

74.  Two.    no.    8.  Jnlias    Csaear ;  caput   lanreatmn.        .       •       •    6 15  q 

no.    4.  IfarouB  Junius  Brutus.  .        .       •        •       • 

75.  Two.    no.    5,  Marcus  Junius    Brutus ;  cum  caduoeo.       •       •    2 17  5 

no.    6.  Lopidas;   cumlituo.  

76.  Two.    no.    7.  Augusti  caput ;  cum  corona  ladiata.  .       .    4 14  6 

no.    8.  August!  Pontificis  TnaTiml  insign.  &o.         .       • 

77.  Two.    no.    9.  Maroellii  Octavise,  filii   August!  nepotis   ch>^'- 

opus   elegantissimum 8   0  0 

no.  10.  Liyin  protome :  cum  d^ite  laureate  et  Tolaio 
peotore  :  simul  Tiberii  pueri  prope  adstantis 
caput  arboris  ignots  f oliis  redimitum. 

78.  Two.    no.  11.  Hberii  caput  juvenile.  8   8   0 

no.  12.  Germanid  togati  protome ;  cum  capite  laoreaio, 
fade  plena,  &c. 

79.  Two.    no.  18.  Agrippin»  majoris  uzoris  Germanid  ft  Caligula 

matris  caput  laureatum  ;  sub  eflSgie  Diaius.        .550 
no.  14.  Ejusdem  AgrippinsD :  sub  eflSgie  Cereria         .        • 

80.  Two.    no.  15.  GalbiB  caput  laureatum. 1 19  0 

no.  16.  Ejusdem  Galbss  caput.  .        •        •        .        • 

81.  Two.    no.  17.  NerrsB  togati   protome ;    cum  ci^te  laareato^ 

plena   fade ;  opus   pulchenimum.            .        .440 
no.  18.  Ejusdem  Nervse  caput.  

82.  Two,    no,  19.  MarciansB,  Trajani  sororis,  caput.         .        .        .  10  10  0 

no.  20.  SabinsB  Hadriani  uzoris  caput.        .... 

83.  Tico,    qo.  21.  Antinoi  caput,  cum  pectore  yelato.        .        •        .500 

no.  22.  CaracaUa  togati  protome  fade  plena. 

84.  Two.    no.  23.  Caraoalled  caput  laureatum.  .        •        .        •    1  18   0 

qo.  24.  Julias  DomnsB,  Seyeri  uxoris,  caput.        ... 

85.  Two.    no.  25.  Laocoontes  caput. 7    7   0 

no.  26.  Semiramidis,  vel  potius  Musse,  oi^ut  cum  peotoreu 

86.  Three,  no.  27.  Minervie  Alddi»  caput  galeatum;  (^>eri8  Qgregii, 

edit  var 8    8   0 

87.  Tfpo.    n®.  28.  Phodonis  caput.  .         .        •       .        .        .880 

no.  29.  Jovis  et  Junonis  capita  jugata.        .... 

88.  Three,  no.  80.  Veneris  caput. 4  14  6 

no.  31.  Baochffi  caput  var. 

89.  Two.    no.  32.  Hercules  Bibax,  stans.  15    4   < 

no.  83.  Bacchus,  stans 

90.  Two.    no.  84.  Faunus  tigridis  pelli  insidens,  cauda,  kc,  .990 

no.  35.  Athleta,  stans,  qui  deztra  manus  trigelem,  &c. 


h 
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Phil.  I  attended  the  sale  of  Woodhoase's  prints 
and  books;  and  discovered  at  it  as  strong^  symptoms 
of  the  madness  of  which  we  are  discoarsing  as  ever  were 

LOT  £     9.     d. 

91.    Two,    no.  86.  Mercurius  itans.  4  14    6 

no.  87.  Man,  stans,  armatos.  

02.    Two,    no.  88.  Miles  de  rape  desoendens,  eximii  soalptoris  Gneci 

opus.  7    0    0 

no.  89.  Diomedes  Palladio   potitns  oum  Ulysse  alteroa- 

tione  contendit.  

98.    Two.    no.  40.  Dei  Marini  natantee 5  10    0 

no.  41.  Miles  TulneratuB  a  militibaB  duobus  sostentator. 
94.     Two,    no.  42.  MOes  militi  yulnerato  opitulato.  .        •        .880 

no.  48.  Mulier  stolata  cam  yiigine.  .... 

96.     Two.    no.  44.  Faunus  pelle  oaprina  ex  homeris  pendente  veefci- 

tus ;  pedem  super  suggestum  ignotas  figure  figit 

et  infantem  genu  sustinet.  .... 

no.  45.  Alexandri  magni  effigies.        ..... 

96.  Two.    no.  46.  iEneani  Diomedes  a  sazo  percussum  conservat .    8  18    0 

no.  47.  Pompeiffi    cujusdam    ob    Tictoriam   partam   de- 
soriptio. 

97.  Two,    no.  48.  Amazon    Amazonem  morientem  sustinet  jnzta  x 

equus L    6  16    6 

98.  no.  49.  Fragmen  Gemms  Bacchi,  &o.  .        .        .  f 

99.  One,    no.  50.  Nuptias  Psyches  et  Cupidonis,  Jlarist,  .        .    4  14    6 

100.  One,    no.  50.  Ditto,  Ditto,  Hariss,  .        .880 

101.  One.  Frontispiece   to   8BC0ND  YOLUMB ;    Proqf,    h^ore 

the  inscription  on  the  armt ;  very  rare       .       ,       .550 

102.  Two,    no.    1.  PtolomsBus.  

103w  no.    2.  Metrodorus.  .;.... 

104.  Two.    no.    8.  Socrates  et  Plato 8    8    0 

no.    5.  Sappho. 

105.  Two,    no.    8.  Ignotum   caput  Scjllaois    opus.  .        .        .200 

no.    9.  Ignotum  caput 

106.  Two,    no.  11.  Medusa 8    8    0 

no.  18.  Hercules  et  lole.  

107.  Two,    no.  19.  L.   Junius  Brutus 2    2    0 

no.  20.  Annibal.  

108.  Two,    no.  22.  Mecsenes 1  18    0 

no.  25.  Drusus  Tiberii  filius. 

109.  Two,    no.  31.  Caput  ignotum,  Antonini  forsan  junioris.      .        .220 

no.  36.  Equi. 

110.  Two.    no.  38.  Mercurii  templum 8    8    0 

no.  40.  Coronis. 

111.  Two,    TL^,  41.  Cupidonis 2  12    6 

no.  45.  Faunus. 

112.  Three,  no.  46.  Ompbale  incedens 8  18    5 

no.  48.  Biga,  var.  , 


}    1  10    0 
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exhibited  on  a  like  occasion.  I  have  the  catalogae 
upon  fine  paper^  which,  however,  is  poorly  printed ;  but 
I  consider  it  rather  a  curious  bibliographical  morgeao. 

LOT  £    f .   dL 

113.  Tieo.    DO.  50.  Sileims,  tigris,  &o.  var.  .        .  .        .800 

114.  Two.  The  vignette  to  the  seoond  Yolume ;  Ptvqf,  vmy 

Jine,  and  etching,  perhaps,  uniqite,        .        .        .    7  10   0 

For  an  interesting  account  of  the  engravings  of  the  Dbvohshibe  Oms— the 
rival  publication  of  those  from  the  Marlborough  collection — ^the  reader  may 
consult  Mr.  "Beloe^s^ Anecdotes j)f  LUeraJture  and  Scarce  Books ;  toL  I.  18M. 
The  entire  collection  of  Mr.  Woodhouse's  prints  produced  3595^  ITi.  fUL 

We  will  now  make  handsome  mention  of  the  Bibliothboa  Woodhoubuha. 
A  CatcUofftte  qf  the  entire,  degani,  omA  valuable  Library  qf  Johi  Wooi' 
house,  Esq,,  comprising  a  ridi  and  extensive  collection  qf  books,  dx.  Sold  kf 
auoHon  by  Leigh  and  Soiheby,  December,  1808.  8vo.  The  oc^eetion  «a» 
rather  choice  and  rich,  than  extensive :  having  only  861  articles.  Some  of  tibe 
rarest  editions  in  old  English  Literature  were  vigorously  contended  for  by  wbU- 
known  collectors :  nor  did  the  Libraiy  want  beautiful  and  useful  works  of  a 
different  description.  The  following  specimens  will  enable  the  reader  to  fona 
a  pretty  correct  estimate  of  the  general  value  of  this  collection. 

£    $.    i. 

no.    8.  Antonie  (the  Tragedie  of)  doone  into  English  by  the   Coun- 

tesse  of  Pembroke^  R.  M.  g.  1.  Lend.  1595.  12mo.        .        .650 
24.  Bamabee's  Journal,  with  Bessie  Bell,  First  Edit,  B.  M,  g.  l. 

1648.  12mo.         .        ) ^    2 10   0 

80.  Bastard's  (Thomas)  Chrestoleros,  seven  Bookes  of  Epigram- 

mes,  O,   M.  g,  I.  1598.   12mo 5  15   5 

76.  Chaucer,  by  Tyrwhitt,  with  the  Glossary,  G.  M.  g.  1.  5  toL 

1776.  8vo 6    0   0 

82.  Cokain's  (Sir  Aston)  Poems  and  Plays,  with  head,  R.  M.  g.  L 

2voL  1662.   Svo .        .400 

97.  A  Paire  of  Turtle  Doves,  or  the  History  of  Bellora  and  Fide- 

lio,  bl.  I.  4to.  see  MS.  note  by  Ste^fvens,  1606 5    6    0 

160.  Burnet's  History  of  his  own  Times,  large  paper,  R  M.  g.    1. 

2  vol.  1724.   4to 6  16    6 

198.  Dodsley's  Collection  of  Old  Plays,  large  paper,  12  vol.   1780. 

8vo.  Only  six  copies  printed  in  this  manner 14  14    0 

313.  Latham's  General  Synopsis  of  Birds,  with  Index,  9  vols,  with 
reverse  plates,  elegantly  painted  by  Miss  Stone,  now  Mrs. 
Smith  :  R,  M.  g.  m.  1.  4to.     'N.B.  Of  the  above  set  of  boots, 

there  are  only  6  co^^ioa,* 40    0    0 

314.  Clarendon's  History  of  the  Rebellion,   with  his   life^    laige 

paper,  4  vols,  boards,  uncut,  1707, 1750,  foL        .        .         .        .  15  16    0 
350.  Heath's  Chronicle,  frontispiece  and   heads,  R.   M.  g.   1.   1663. 

2  vols.  8vo 560 
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Lysand.  Make  the  most  of  it,  for  it  will  soon  become 
scarce.  And  now — notwithstanding  my  former  boast 
to  do  justice  to  the  remaining  bibliomaniacal  characters 


LOT  £    s,  d, 

894.    Knight's  life  of  Colet,   large  papei',  plates,  elegant,  in  light 

brown  calf,  g.  1.  ra.  1724.  8vo.  .  .  .  .      6  10    0 

S95.    Knight's  Life  of  Erasmus,  large  paper,  plates,  elegant,  in  light 

brown  calf,  g.  1.  m.  1726,  8vo.  .  .  .  .      9    9    Q 

431.    Lewin's  Birds  of  Great  Britain,   with  the  Eggs  acourately 

figured,   elegantly  painted  with  back  ground,  7  vols,  in  8. 

A  mperh  copy,  in  g.  m.  g,  m,  I,  1789,  4to.         .  .  .    28    7    0 

473.    Martyn's     Universal    Conohologist ;    English    Entomologist: 

and  Aranei,  or  Natural  History  of  Spiders,  4  toIs.  elegantly 

coloured.     A  tu,p«rb  copy,  in  B.  M.  g.  m.  1.  1789,  92,  and 

93, 4to. 88  12    0 

490.    Harrison's  Seven  Triumphal  Arches,  in  honor  of  James  I.,  all 

the  [seven]  parts  complete;    cu,rUmi  and  very  rare,  R   M. 

g.  L  1604.  foUo. 27    6    0 

498.    Heame  and  Biyne's  Antiquities  and  Views  in  Great  Britain, 

prxM^ftfitpremonj,  M.  g.  1. 1786,  oblong  folio.    .  .  .    16    0    0 

586.    Skelton's   (Mayster)    Poems :    Colyn   Clout,  Lond.  hy  John 
Whygie,    Whi  come   ye  not   to  Courte;    Lond.    by    John 

Whygie,    Phillyp   Sparow;    Speak    Parot;    Death    of  the 

Noble  Prynce,  &o.    See  note.    Jjond,  hy  John  Kynge  and 

Thomat  Marshe,    Merie  Tales ;  unique,  see  note.    Jjond,  hy 

Thomas  Colwell,  5  vol.  bl.  1.  R  M.  g.  L  12mo.  .  .    28    0    0 

624.    Monument  of  Matrons,  containing  seven    severall   lamps  of 

Virginitie,  by  Thomas  Bentley ;  bl.  1.  B.  8  vols.  J682,  4to.    16    6    6 
632.    NychodemuB  Gospell,  wood-cuts,  bl.  L    g.    L   B.   M.  Lond. 

Wynkyn  de  Worde,  1611,  4to 6  16    6 

640.    Pennant's  History  of  Quadiiupeds,  boards,  unetU,  large  paper, 

proof  plates,  1793,  4to -660 

692.    The   late   Expedition   in   Scotlande,    made   by   the   Kinges 

Hyhnys  Armye,  imder  the  conduit  of  the  Byht  Honourable 

the  Earl  of  Hertforde,  the  yere  of  our  Lorde  God,  1544. 

bl.  1.  B.  M.  g.  1.    Lond.  by  Reynolde  Wolfe,  1554,  8vo.  .    16  16    0 

762.     Sommers's  (Lord)  Collection  of  scarce  and  valuable  Tracts, 

19  vols.  B.  g.  1.  1748,  50,  51,  52,  folio.  .  .  .    85    1    0 

780.    Temple  of  Glas,  bl.  L    See  notes  by  G.  Mason.     WynJeynde 

Worde,  no  date,  4to.        .  .  .  .  .  .880 

795.    Tour  (A)  through  the  South  of  England,  Wales,  and  part  of 

Ireland,  in  1791,  large  paper,  proof  plates,  coloured,  1793. 

N.  B.   "Of  the  above  book  only  six  copies  were  printed."       8    8    0 
^06.    Vicar's  England's  Parliamentary  Chronicle,  B.  g.  L  complete, 

4  parts,  3  vols.  1646,  4to. 12    0    0 

529.    Speed's  Theatre  of  Great  Britain,  maps,  B.  g.  1.  m.  L    A  re- 
markable fine  copy,  1611.  .  .  .  .  .    11  11    0 
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of  respectability— as  I  find  my  oral  powers  almost  ex- 
hausted, I  shall  barely  mention  the  sales,  by  auction,  of 
the  collections  of  Wilkes,  Ritson,  and  Boughbr*— 

KO.  £,    t,   i, 

^^  1 

836.  The  Myrrour  and  Dyscrypoyon  of  the  Worlde,  with  many 

Mervayllea,  wood-cuts,  B.  M.  g.  L    RavgrynUd  hfrneLoM" 

renee  A  ndrewe,  1527,  folio.      •  .  .  .  •    9S    0   ^ 

837.  The  Becoile  of  the  Histories  of  Troie,  translated  into  English 

by  William  Caxton,  very  fair,  R  M.  g.  L    ImpnpUed  at 

London  by  W.  Copland,  1553,  foL      .  .  .  .    2S    0   0 

852.  The  Myrroure  of  Golde  for  the  Synfoll  Soule,  bL  L  wood- 
cuts. ImprynUd  at  Lond.  in  ike  FUeU-tlreUf  aJt  Iht  ^gne 
of  the  &un,  by  Wynhfn  de  Worde,  1526,  4to.  .  •    12    1   6 

856.  Barclay's  (Alexander)  Egloges,  out  of  a  Boke  named  in  Latin, 
Miserie  Curialium,  oompyled  by  Eneas  Sylvius,  Poete  and 
Oratour,  bL  1.  looodcuU,  Jiveparlt,  and  compleU,  G.M.  /s»- 
prynted  by   Wyniyn  de  \9orde,  4to.    .  .  •  •    S5   0   0 

859.  Holy  Life  and  History  of  Saynt  Werbuige,  very  frutef oU  for 
all  Christian  People  to  rede.    Poems,  bl.  L  G.  M.    Iw^  bg 

Richard  Pynsan,  1521,  4to 8110   0 

Amoont  of  the  sale,  8185Z.  4i. 

*  It  did  not,  perhaps,  suit  Lysander's  notions  to  make  mention  of  book-sakt  to 
which  no  collectors'  names  were  affixed ;  but,  as  it  has  been  my  office^  dmiog 
the  whole  of  the  above  conversation,  to  sit  in  a  comer  and  take  notes  of  winft 
our  book-orator  has  said,  as  well  to  correct  as  to  enlarge  the  nanratiTie,  I  pur- 
pose, gentle  reader,  prefacing  the  account  of  the  above  noticed  three  oollaotioBt 
by  the  following  bibliomaniacal  specimen :  '  A  CcUaloffite  of  a  eapiial  amd  fndy 
vaXuaJble  Library^  the  genuine  property  qf  a  Oentleman  qf  FaMkUm,  kiffUy  A»- 
tinguishedfor  his  fine  UuUy  &o. :  sold  by  auction  by.  Mr.  Christie,    Hay,  1800^ 
8vo.    326   articles :   amount  of  the  sale,  1828^  18c ;    being  neazly  df.  an 
article.    Now  for  the  beloved  specimens  : 

NO.  £    a.    d 

85.  BaptistsB  Portss  de  Humanft  Physiognomia,  wik  voood-e^U. 
Haiiovice,  1593,  ot  Johannis  PhysiophiU  Opuscula.  A^» 
Vin,  1784, 8vo. 0  19    0 

38.  Officium  Beatsd  Yirginis.  Thu  unique  Manusobift  cm  vd" 
lum  of  the  14th  century,  it  enriched  vith  highly  finitked 
Miniature  Paintings,  and  is  one  of  the  mo^  perfect  and  beai 
preserved  missals  hnown  in  England,     .  .  .  •     20    9    6 

40.    A  complete  set  of  the  Barbou  Classics,  68  vols,  elegantly  bound 

in  green  (Fren^^h)  morocco,  with  gilt  leaves,  8vo.        •  .     86  14   0 

94.  Gesta  et  Vestigia  Danorum  extra  Daniam,  8  v.  large  paper ^ 
with  a  portrait  in  satin  of  the  Prince  to  wAom  it  is  dedieaiedf 
Lips :  et  Hafn :  1740,  4to.  BUuik  morocco,  gilt  leaves. 
N.  B.  '  It  is  supposed  Uiat  the  RoUiad  was  taken  from  this 
work.' 10  10    0 


THE  DRAWING  ROOM.  447 

although  I  ought  to  mention  the  Btbliotheca  Boucheriana 
with  more  respect  than  its  two  immediate  predecessors ; 
as  the  collector  was  a  man  endowed  with  et3^ologic€d 

KO.  £    i,    d, 

183.  Brittania^  Lathmon,  et  vflla  Bromhamensis,  po^'matia;  Bodonif 

Parma,  1792,  red  morocco,  folio.  .  .  .  .    9  19    6 

211.  Contes  des  F^es ;  Paris,  1781,  8yo.  4  toIs.  difbimsb  sub 
VBLIK.  This  unique  copy  is  omameDted  with  nineteen  original 
drawings,  and  was  made  for  the  late  Madame  Boyale:  iUgmUly 
loumd  in  blue  mx)roceo  and  enclosed  in  a  mwoooo  ease,  .  .  85  14    0 

287.  Memoires  du  Comte  de  Qrammont.  Edition  printed  Jor  (he  Comte 
dArtois.  Par.  1781.  8to.  This  beautiful  small  work,  from  the 
text  of  which  Harding's  edition  was  copied,  is  adorned  with  seToral 
high  finished  portraits  in  miniature,  painted  by  a  celebrated  artist^ 
and  is  elegantly  bound  in  green  morocco,  with  morocco  case.  •  IS  16    8 

817.  L'antiquit^  Expliqu^,  par  Montfaucon,  with  fine  plates;  large 
paper  copy,  15  vol.  red  (French)  m<froeeo,  with  giU  leaves;  and 
MonaroMe  Frangoise,  5,  v.  L  p.  correspondewUy  hound,  folio.  .  68    0    0 

818.  Anacreontis  Carmina,  Or.  et  Lat.  from  a  MS.  in  the  Vatioan  of 
the  tenth  century:  with  heainiiftd  coloured  miniatures  dy  Piale, 
appropriate  to  each  ode,  in  rick  mcroooo  linding*  Bxma,  1781.  fdio.  56  14    0 

Early  in  the  year  in  which  this  collection  was  disposed  of,  the  yety  beautiful 
<^oice,  and  truly  desirable  library  of  Georob  Galwat  Mills,  Esq.  was  sold  by 
auction  by  Mr.  Jeffery,  in  February,  1800.  My  copy  of  this  well-executed 
catalogue  is  upon  large  paper ;  but  it  has  not  the  prices  subjoined.  Meanwhile 
let  the  sharp-sighted  bibliomaniac  look  at  no.  28,  68,  85,  106,  181,  412,  438, 
only.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  year  1800  was  most  singularly  distinguished 
for  Booh'Av4!tioin  Bibliomaniacism / 

We  now  proceed  to  notice  the  sales  of  the  libraries  of  those  bibliomaniacs 
aboYO  mentioned  by  Lysander.  A  catalogue  of  the  very  valuable  Library  of 
ihe  late  John  Wilkes,  Esq.,  M.P.,  dx.,  sold  by  auction  by  Leigh  and  Sotheby,  in 
Ifavemlber,  1802,  8yo  :  1478  articles.  There  are  few  artides,  except  the  following 
deserving  of  being  extracted. 

KO. 

139.  Bemier   Theologie    Portatif,    Lend.     1768— Boulanger    Beoherohes    sur 

rOrigine  du  Despotisme  Oriental,  morocco,  gilt  loaves.     Lend.  1763,  8yo. 

'N.B.  The  "  Recherches ''  were  printed  by  Mr.  Wilkes,  at  his  own  private 

printing  press,  in  Great  George  Street,  Westminster,  in  1768.' 
383.  Catullus,  recensuit  Johannes  Wilkes ;  impress,  in  Membranis,  red  moiocoo, 

gUt  leaves.    Loud.  ap.  Nichols,  1788,  4to. 
395.  Copies  taken  from  the  Records  of  the  C.  of  KR  1768.    **  Note  in  this 

book— printed  by  P.  C.  Webe,  one  of  the  solidtors  to  the  Treasury,  never 

published,"  &c. 
1441.  Tbeophrasti  Characteree :  GrsBce,  Johannes  Wilkes,  reoensuit.     Imprets, 

in  Membranis,  Lond.  1790,  4to. 
1460.  Wilkes's  History  of  England,  uo.  1. 1768,  4to. 
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acumen  and  patience ;  and  I  sincerely  wish  the  pablic 
were  now  receivinsr  the  benefit  of  the  continaation  of  his 
Dicdonarr ;  of  which  the  author  published  so  excelloit  a 

Next  CCC13S  the  icooint  of  the  Libraiy  of  that  redoabted  champion  of  aacHot 
!:?«.  a=i  a=:i-War&?:uJka  critic,  Joseph  Ritson.  EUs  books,  upon  the  viiolc^ 
cr:«:^:^:  rery  oin^te  sczzis.  A  Calaiojne  of  ike  eniire  and  curioia  LShvy 
cxiii ixtx^.p'j  -f-JjL  IzU  J*ySEsn  Rirsos,  Esq**  &<!•>  ^old  (y  auction  hy  Lagk 

501  £   J.  dL 

tjH.  Skclto::'?  ■M^':^e'•  Worses,  M3w  notet,  and  liflta  of  the  differant 
eii'=:=£  :f  Sc-.'.tos's  Works,  and  likewUe  of  those  never  printed  ; 
j^  i  :  f  tlsse  luct.  in  whose  possession  many  of  them  are,  1736^  Svn.    0  18   0 

^»>.  Jr^T»T  :f  Monmouth's  British  Hlstozy,  by  Thompeon;  a  great 
*:-i=i:>cr  :f  MS.  cotes  on  separate  pi4>ez*^  by  Mr.  Ritson.  Lond. 
ir.S  ?t: 15  0 

Kk\  Tne  Scvh:  Ssj^es.  Translatit  ont  of  Paris  in  Soottis  meter,  b« 
J:in^  K^-"..w'  i  in  Dalkeith,  with  one  Moralitie  after  ererie  Doo< 
to:iri5  TjL^,  &ni  Kclike  after  the  Emprice  Tale,  togidder  with  one 
I.Tin^  lania-iie to  ererie  D-^aoor  after  his  awin  Tale,  and  one  Ex* 
f'\— i:'-n  an. I  luTcrvin^  upon  the  Emprcnniris  Wife  after  his  fals 
control  tile.  /:■».■ '•tAf/i  'it  RithlHrgk^  be  Jokne  Roi,  for  Htnrie 
(.  :.-.i:r:>.  1575.  4:o.  "Note  in  this  book  by  Mr.  Ritson;  No 
c:h=r  c::  T  c-f  ili»  v-iition  is  known  to  ezist^  neither  was  it  known 
V:  Anir*.  ii:=r:^r:,~  io.  &c.  .  .  .  .  .  31  10  0 

\fi-k.  A  nev  £:.-^rluie.  never  before  this  tyme  imprinted,  entroat- 
inr  :i  :'~r  Li:>  &rd  Repentance  of  Marie  Magadelene,  not  only 
•r:*il:r.  >.*mpi  ani  fnitfuU,  but  also  well  furnished  with  pleasant 
nrnh  ani  ;^siin:e,  renr  delectable  for  those  which  shall  heare  or 
re^iv  :'-v  i^inie,  r^jJi  ¥  v  rU  Uarmd  Ckarbe  LewU  Woofer— printed 
ly:,  MS.  .  .* 1  11  6 

S'nV  F:.l..cnrnia  Sc-otica:  Anecdotes  biogrs^khical  and  litenury  of 
S: : ::?-  'n~ri:c7«.  Historians,  and  Poets,  from  the  T^Wifwt  aoooont 
to  the  ninctecLth  oenrcry.  in  two  parts,  intended  for  publication.  45  8  0 

1*5^  Sn^k^ysr-are.  bv  Johnson  an-l  Steerens,  8  toIs.  containing  a  gnat 
z\^>iT  ^i  nianuisiri^'t  notes,  correcti<m3,  kc  ftc  together  with  3 
r.-'.s^  ^-f  mmuscrir:  n>:es,  by  Mr.  Ritson,  prepared  by  him  for  the 
p7»s«  inuniincto  p'jbli^  it.  .  .  .  .  .  110  0  0 

The  year  ens^.i-g  lof  which  Lysander  has,  veiy  negligently,  taken  no  doUbb) 
was  vii^un^.'ishei  f  .-^r  the  sale  of  a  collection  of  books,  the  like  unto  which  bid 
rover  ^^^^n  sc^e::.  :<dnvv  the  days  of  the  dispersion  of  the  Parioan  ooUeotioD.  Tte 
title  c'f  :ho  a-^crion  ca:al>>flr>2e  was,  in  part,  as  follows :  A  Catalagmt  of  a  wtd 
s:'i-.''^si  •r.'^.J  AL'^dNV  c*-^i^U:*Ji  of  Booh^  superb  wuemlt,  origifud dmnagi, ^ 
:w  yw'xe  i  '^v^^.'  *!'  •'  Oirnttexuin  ofdutin^uisked  iaate^  relirimg  inta  ike  totatf, 
,iY.'  S^:i  brWtic^  by  Mr.  Christie,  April,  1801^  8to.  889  aitidfli:  toiUl 
.ui:o<^s:.  4<>kV.— bein^'  ahnoft  14/.  an  article.      I  attended  both  dftyi  of  this  sds 


y 
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specimen,  comprehending  only  the  letter  A.  Dr.  Jamie- 
son  has,  to  be  sure,  in  a  great  measure  done  away  the 
melancholy  impression  which  lexicographical  readers 
would  otherwise  have  experienced — by  the  publication 
of  his  own  unrivalled  "  Scottish  Dictionary ;"  yet  there 
is  still  room  enough  in  the  literary  world  for  a  con- 
tinuation of  Boucher. 

Ah,  well-a-day  ! — ^have  I  not  come  to  the  close  of  my 

and  the  reader  shall  judge  of  my  own   satiaiaction,  by  that  which  he  muBt 
recdTe  from  a  perusal  of  the  following  specimens  of  this  BibliothKa  Splendid- 


90.  £    s.    d, 

221.  A  most  complete  set  of  Sir  William  Dugdole's  Works,  contain- 
ing Monasticon  Anglicanum,  in  5  toIs.  1655 ;  Monosticon,  toI.  1, 
editio  secunda,  2  vols  ;  Monasticon,  in  English,  with  Steevens's 
Continuation,  8  vols. ;  Warwickshire,  first  edition ;  Warwickshire, 
second  edition,  by  Thomas,  2  vols. ;  St.  Paul's,  first  and  second 
edition,  2  vols.  ;  Baronage,  2  vols.  ;  History  of  Imbanking,  first 
and  second  editions,  2  vols.;  Origines  Juridiciales,  third  edition; 
View  of  the  Troubles ;  Summons  of  the  Nobility ;  Usage  of  Arms 
and  office  of  Lord  Chancellor.      TkisfiTu  set  of  Dw/dale  is  degaiUly 

hound  in  Russia  leather  in  23  volumes.  ....  136  10     0 

(Now   worth    250^.) 

222.  Biographia  Britannica,  7  vols.  1747,  folio.  A  matchless  set 
illustratod  with  portraits,  fine,  and  rare,  and  elegantly  bound  in 
Russia  leather.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  99  15    Q 

228.  Homeri  llias  et  Odyssea,  4  vols.  Glasgow,  1756,  fol.  An 
unique  copy,  on  large  paper,  illustrated  with  Flaxman's  plates  to 
the  Iliad,  and  original  drawings,  by  Miss  Wilkes,  to  the  Odyssey  ; 
tuperhly  hound  in  blue  Turkey.  .  .  .  .  89  18    0 

225.  Milton's  Poetical  Works,  large  paper,  Tonson,  1695.  Milton's 
Historical  Works,  &c.,  by  Birch,  2  vols,  large  paper,  1738,  3  vols. 
elegantly  hound  in  Russia  leather,  .  .  .  .  .5100 

229.  Ogilb/s  Historical  Works,  containing  Britannia,  China,  2  vols. 
Japan,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America,  with  fine  plates  by  Hollar,  7  vols. 

folio,  fine  copy  in  Riusia.  .  .  .  .  .  .  18  18    0 

284.  Lord  Clarendon's  History  of  the  Grand  Rebellion,  6  vols,  folio, 

large  paper,  splendidly  bound  in  morocco,  1702.  .  .  .  49    7    0 

285.  Winwood's   Memorials   of   Affairs    of  State,    8    vols.     1725. 

Large  Paper,  elegantly  bound,  and  gilt  leaves.  .  .  .    5  18    0 

289.  Wood's  Athense  Oxonienses,  2  vols,  best  edition,  1721.  A  fine 
copy  on  Large  Paper,  elegantly  bound)  in  Russia,  with  gilt  leaves,  Fol.    7  17    6 

From  no.  292  to  807,  inclusive  (only  14  volumes),  there  was  a  set  of  "  Painted 
Missals  and  curious  manuscripts,**  which  were  sold  for  724/.  Among  them,  was 
Mr.  John  Townoley's  matchless  missal,   decorated  by  the   famous   Francesco 
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Book-History  ?  Are  there  any  other  bibliomaniacs  of 
distinction  yet  to  notice?  Yes! — I  well  remember  the 
book-sale  events  of  the  last  four  years.  I  well  remember 
the  curiosity  excited  by  the  collections  of  the  Marquis 
OF  Lansdowne,  John  Brand,  Isaac  Reed,  Richard 
PoRSON,  Alexander  DALRyMPLE,and  Richard  (Jough,* 
and  with  these  I  must  absolutely  make  my  bibliomaniacal 
peroration  !     Illustrious  men  ! 

Veronese—"  one  of  the  finest  productions  of  the  kind  ever  imported  from  Italf  i* 
see  no.  296.  For  an  account  of  the  books  printed  upon  ykllux  in  tlui 
collection,  see  Part  VI.  Let  us  close  this  note  with  the  BMiotkeca  JSoneAcrioM; 
of  which  such  respectable  mention  is  above  justly  made  by  Lysander.  "A 
Catalogue  of  the  very  valuable  and  extensive  Library  oj  the  hie  Rbv.  Jovaihax 
Boucher,  A.M.,  F.R.S.,  Vicar  of  Epiom,  Surrey.  Comprehendinff  a  fau  aad 
curimu  collection  in  Divinity,  History,  dx. ':  sold  by  auction  by  Leigh  and  SUMy; 
in  February,  1806.  First^part,  6646  articlefl :  Second  part,  1933  articlee:  Tkkd 
part,  publishod  in  1809  :  857  articles.  I  attended  many  days  daring  this  alt; 
but  such  was  the  warm  fire,  directed  especially  towards  divinity,  kept  up  dnring 
nearly  the  wholo  of  it,  that  it  required  a  heavier  weight  of  metal  than  I  wat  aUe 
to  bring  into  the  field  of  battle  to  ensure  anyjsuccess  in  the  contest.  I  eaimoi 
help  adding  that  these  catalogues  are  wretchedly  printed. 

*  For  the  same  reason  as  has  been  adduced  at  p.  427,  ante,  and  from  a  fltRng 
wish  to  render  this  List  of  Bool  Auctions  as  perfect  as  my  opportunities  will  alknr, 
I  shall  persevere,  at  the  foot  of  Lysander's  narrative,  in  enibmitting  to  tlie  ittflD- 
tion  of  the  curious  reader  a  still  further  account  of  sales  than  those  abore  aDndsd 
to  in  the  text.    As  this  will  be  the  last  note  in  Part  V.,  I  hope,  howefver  lito 
the  hour,  or  exhausted  his  patience,  that  the  reader  will  also  persevere  to  fbe 
close  of  it,  and  then  wish  the  author  "  good  night,"  along  with  his  frieods,  whose       ^ 
salutations  aro  above  so  dramatically  described.      At  the  very  opening  of  the 
year  in  which  Mr.  Boucher's  books  were  sold,  the  magnificent  collection  of  tiM 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne  was  disposed  of.      I  well  remember  the  original  destL 
nation    of  this  numerous  library :    I  well  remember  the  long,  beautiful,  and 
classically  ornamented  room,  in  which,  embellished  and  guarded  by  boats,  and 
statues  of  gods  and  heroes,  the  books  were  ranged  in  quiet  and  unmulested  order, 
adjoining  to  the  noblest  mansion  in  London.     If  the  consideration  of  external,  or 
out-of-door,  objects  be  put  out  of  the  question,  this  Library-room  bad  not  its 
superior  in  Great  Britain.     Let  us  now  come    to    particulars :    **  BihlioikeM 
Lansdowniana.    A  Catalogue  of  the  entire  Library  of  the  UUe  most  notlt  William 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne  ;  sold  by  auction  by  Leigh  and  Sotkeby,  dx.    JamMory, 
1806. "  8vo.    The  following  is  but  a  slender  specimen  of  the  printed  books  in  the 
Lansdowne  collection. 

NO.  £    s.    d. 

Z59.  Arthur  Kynge  (the  story  of  the  most  noble  and  Worthy)  the 

whiche  was  fyrst  of  the  worthyes  christen,  and  also  of  his  noble 

and  valyaunt  knyghtes  of  the  Round  Table ;   newly  imprynied  and 

coiTccted,     black     letter,     titU-pa^e    emblazoned,    Turkey.     Imp-     at 
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LoRfiil.  Do  you  mean  to  have  it  inferred  that  there 
were  no  collections,  of  value  or  importance,  which  were 
sold  in  the  mean  time  ? 

Lysand.     I   thank  you  for  stopping   me :     for   I  am 

NO.  £    s»    <L 

Lond.  hf   Wyllycm  Coplande,  1557,  folio.      In  the  collection  of 
Mr.  Dent.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  25    0    0 

861.  Ashmole's  (EHas)  Institution,  Laws,  and  Ceremonies  of  the 
Order  of  the  Garter,  plates  by  Hollar,  X.  Paper,  green,  morocco, 
border  of  gold,  giU  leaves,  1672,  folio.  .  .  .  .  10  10    0 

1884.  Chronica  del  Rey  Don  Alonso  el  Onseno,  Roy  de  Castilla,  &c. 

Liter.  Ooih,  Mar.  verd.  Volladolid,  1561,  folio.  ,  .  .  11  11    0 

1885.  del  Rey  Don  Pedro.   D.  Enrrique,  y  D,  Juan,  Pampl, 

1591,  folio.  .  • 5  15    6 

1886.  •  ■  des   Reys    de    Portugal,    D.  Joanno    I.    D.     Duarte, 

e  D.  Alfonso,  Lithoa,  1543,  folio 4    2    0 

2489.    Gazette,  London,  from,  the  beginning,  1665  to  1722  includve, 

78voL  folio.  .  .  .  .  84    0    0 

8488.    Leyes  del  Reyno,   del  Don  Philippe  II.  Becopiladon  de  las, 

2  torn.  Alcala,  1581.  foUo .15    0 

8439.  de  los  Reynos  de  las  Indias,  del  Don  Carlos  II.  2  torn. 

Madrid,  1681,  foUo.  .  .  .  *  .    3  10    0 

4108.    Money ;  a  very  carious  Collection  of  Single  ISheets,   &o.,   and 
with  several  MS.    Memorandums    and   Papers  on    that  Subject, 
bound  in  one  volume.  .  .  .  .  .  .  10  10    0 

6544.    Somers'  (Lord)  Tracts,  16  vol.  Lond.  1748,  52.  .  63    0    0 

5786.    Stuart's  (James)  Antiquities  of  Athens,  plates,  8  vol.  1787,  94, 

folio.  16  16    0 

6787.    Stukeley's  (Wm.)  Itinerary,  cuts,  Mussia,  2  vol.  in  voL  1,  1776, 

f  oHo.  .  .  • 21    0    0 

6016.  A  very  rare  collection  of  Tracts,  Documents,  and  Pamphlets, 
omudsting  of  above  280  volumes,  tending  to  illustrate  the  History 
of  the  French  Revolution— together  with  more  than  49  volumes 
relative  to  the  transactions  in  the  Low  Countries,  between  the  years 
1787  and  1792,  and  their  sepcuration  from  the  house  of  Austria  :— 
amongst  the  above  will  be  found  the  following  works. 

Des  Etats  Generauz,  &c    Par.  1789.  18  vol. 

Process  Verbaux  de  la  premi^  Assemble,  75  vol. 

Ditto  de  la  seconde  16  vol. 

Ditto  de  la  Convocation  32  vol. 

Revolution  Fran^oise,  20  vol.    from    1790  to    1803,     wanting 

voL  1,  2,  and  13. 
LaBastQeDevoil^e.    Par.  1789. 

Sir  James  M*Into8h*s  Vindicias  Gallicse,  and  numerous  pieces 
relative  to  the  Constitution  and  Administration  of  the  French 
Government,  in  its  Executive,  Legislative,  Judicial,  and 
Financial  Departments,  by  Messrs.  Mirabeau,  Tnrgot,  Bar- 
rere,  Calonne,  Necker,  &c  .....  168    0    0 
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hoarse  as  well  as  stupid  :  I  consider  the  forc^ing  ORly 
as  the  greater  stars  or  constellations  in  the  biblio- 
g^phical  hemisphere.  Others  were  less  observed  fiom 
their  supposed   comparative  insignificancy ;  although,  if 

I  should  observe  that  the  PRnrrs  or  ENGRAVcrGS  of  the  MarquiBy  together 
with  the  friHted  pricff  for  which  they,  and  the  foregoing  library,  were  told,  m 
usually  addetl  to  the  Catalogue  of  the  Books.  In  the  spring  of  1807,  the 
Manuscripts  belonging  to  the  same  noble  collector  were  catalogued  to  be  told 
by  public  auction.  These  manuscripts,  in  the  preface  of  the  JirU  Yolame  of  tts 
Catalogue,  are  said  to  'form  one  of  the  noblest  and  most  Suable  prifate 
collections  in  the  kingdom.'  It  is  well  known  that  the  collection  nemt  cum 
to  tho  hammer ;  but  was  purchased  by  paiiiament  for  6000/.,  and  is  depoaitadiB 
the  Britifih  Museum.  A  catalogue  of  it  is  now  tub  prtlo  ;  Yide  p^  89,  aata 
We  are  next  to  notice  the  sale  by  auction  of  the  libxaiy  of  the  late  Rev.  Join 
Brand.  Tho  first  part  of  this  collection  was  disposed  of  in  the  Spring  of  1807; 
and  the  cataloguo  had  this  title ;  BMioUaxa  Brandiana,  A  Catatopu  of  Ik 
ithi^tu,  gcaire,  rare,  curioM,  and  HWHenmt  eolieetion  qf  Wuris,  Sc,,  htia$  Ck 
entire  Library  of  t/iK  late  Rev.  John  Braud,  Fellow  and  Seerdary  ^  tke  Ati^ 
quartan  Society,  Antkor  qf  tke  HtJriary  of  yetceastie.  Popular  Antiquiiu*,  Jbl 
Sold  by  anclion  by  Mr.  Slnrurt,  May,  1807.  This  first  part  contained  8611 
articles,  or  lots,  of  printed  books;  exclusively  of  24S  lots  of  manuasqita 
Ilereafter  followoth,  gentle  reader,  some  specimens,  selected  almost  at  nnda^ 
of  the  'uniijuo,  scarce,  rare,  and  curious*  books  contained  in  the  said  libniy  cf 
this  far-famed  Secretary  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 

KG.  £  L  i. 

07.    A  ne  ComptJidious  Boole  qf  Godly  and  Spiritual  Songt,  bL  lett. 

8vo.  Ediub.  Itf^l.  .  .        * 4   4  0 

69.     Academy  of  Pleasure,  with  portraits  of  Drayton,  G.  Withers, 
F.  Quarles,  and  B.  Jonson,  Lon.  1656,  8to.  .  .  .    2  17  0 

109.  A    Curtaine    Lecture,    rare    and   cvrioM,    frontispiece.     Lend. 

1637,  8vo. 0150 

110.  A  Banquet  of  Jests,  or  Change  of  Choare,  with  portrait  of 
Archee,  the  King's  jester.     Rare.    Lond.  1659,  8to.  .  .    4  10  0 

227.  Arnold's  Chronicle  of  the  Customs  of  London,  a  fine  co|iy, 
perfect,  printed  by  Pynson,  foL  1521.  .  .  .  .  18  18  I 

241.  An    Alvcario,  or   Quadruple    Dictionarie,    by    Baret.    Franoot 

foL  1580. 3  5  0 

242.  Dyalogue  of  Dives  and  Pauper,  that  it  to  tay,  tke  Ktek  and  tJU 
Pore,  fruetuoutly  tretyng  vpon  the  Ten,  CommandmeiUt,  black-letter, 
printed  by  Pynson,  fol.  1493.  .  .  .  .  .    4   S  0 

272.    Allot's  England's  Parnassus,  8vo.  1600.  .  .  .    2  10  0 

282.    A  Booko  of  Fishing,  with  hooke  and  lino,  1600,  Sva     A  fiooke 

of  Engines  and  Traps  to  take  Polcats,   Buzzards,  Rats,  Mice,  fce. 

cuts,  very  rare,  [See  p.  305,  ante.]  .  .  .  .  .SSI 

288.    Archy's   Dream,  sometimes  jester  to  his  Majestie,  but  expelled 

the  court  by  Canterbury's  malice,  very  rare,  8to.  .  .  .    1  IS  0 

337.    A  new  Dialogue  between  the  Angell  of  God  and  Shepherdes 

in  the  Fclde,  bluck-lettor.     Pr.  liy  Day,  8vo.  .  .  .    2  10  0 
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you  had  attended  the  auctions,  you  would  have  found 
in  them  many  very  useful,  and  even,  rare  and  splendid, 
productions.     But  we  are  all 

'  Tickled  with  the  whisUing  of  a  name  ! ' 

vo.  £  s,  d, 

881.  A  Dialogue  betweene  two  Neighbonrs,  oonoornyng  Ceremonyes 
in  the  first  year  of  Queen  Mary,  black-letter,  with  portrait  of 
Mary,  by  Delarum,  from  Roane,    by  Michelwood,    1554,    8vo.      2  12    6 

417.  A  short  Inuentory  of  oortayne  idle  Inventions,  black-letter, 

very  rare,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      2  15    0 

418.  A  Juniper  Lecture,  with  the  Description  of  all  Sorts  of  Women, 

good  and  bad,  very  rare.    Lend.  1689,  8vo.  .  .  .      1  16    0 

45i.  A  Quip  for  an  Upstart  Courtier  ;  or  a  Quaint  Dispute  betweene 
Velvet  Breeches  and  Cloth  Breeches,  wherein  is  set  Downe  the 
Disorders  in  all  Estates  and  Trades,  with  portraitt,  Lond.  printed 
by  G.  P.,  1620,  4to 2  16    0 

462.  Articles  to  be  enquired  into  by  various  Bishops,  &o.,  in  their 
Visitations ;  upwards  of  one  hundred  ;  a  very  curious,  tcarce,  and 
unique  collection,  4to.  .  .  .  .  .  .220 

802.  Barbiere  (John)  the  famous  Game  of  Chesse  Play,  outs,  1678. 
Ilie  most  ancient  and  learned  play,  The  Philosopher's  >Game, 
invented  for  the  Honourable  Recreation  of  the  Studious,  by  W.  F., 
black-letter,  1563,  4to 2    4    0 

1800.    A  Plaister  for  a  Galled  Horse,  very  rare,  1548,  4to.    [See 

Herbert's  Ames,  voL  i.  581 :  and  p.  239 ;  ante.]      .  .  .      3  17    6 

1312.    A  Counter  Blaste  to  Tobacco.    Lond.  1604,  4to.  .  .      0  17    0 

1326.  Bentley's  (Thos.)  Monument  of  Matrons,  containing  seven 
severall  Lamps  of  Virginitie,  or  Distinct  Treatises,  collated  and 
perfect,  a  very  fine  copy,  extremely  rare  and  curious,  imprinted 
at  London,  by  Thomas  Dawson,  for  William  Seres,  extremely  rare, 
black-letter,  1582,  4to 8  18    6 

1834.    Bert  (Edmund)  an  approved  Treatise  of  Hawkes  and  Hunting. 

Lond.  1619,  4to 1  10    0 

1540.  Burton  (Wm.)  Seven  Dialogues,  black-letter.  Lond.  1606. 
George  Whetstone's  Mirrour  for  Magistrates  of  cities,  b.  1.,  printed 
by  Richard  Jones,  1584,  4to.  .  .  .  .  •      3  13    6 

1542.    Byshop's  (John)  beautifull  Blossomes,  black-letter,  imprinted 

by  Henrie  Cockyn,  1577,  4to.  .  .  .  .  .      4  10    0 

1754.  Characters  (viz.)  The  Surfeit  to  A.B.C.  Lond.  1656.  Dr.  Lup- 
ton's  London  and  Country  carbonadoed  and  quartered  into  Seuerall 
Characters,  1632.    Essayes  and  Characters,  by  L.  G.,  1661,  8vo.      4    7    0 

2069.    England's  Jests  refined  and  improved,  1660,  8vo.  .  .      2  14    0 

2326.  Catharo's  Diogenes  in  his  Singularitie,  wherein  is  compre- 
hended his  morrio  Boighting  fit  for  all  men's  benefits  :  christened 
by  him  a  NeiiU  for  Nice  Noses,  by  L.  T.,  black-letter,  1591,  4to.      2  10    0 

3523.     Fages  (Mrs.)  Poems,  Fames  Roule,  &c.,  rare,  Lond.  1637,  4to.      5  15    6 

7817.    Stukeley's  (Wm. )  Itinerarium  Curiosum ;  2  vols,  in  1,  Ruseia, 

folio.     .  .  .     14  14    ( 


464  THE  DRAWING  ROOM. 

LoRBN.  Ay,  and  naturally  enough  too.  If  I  look  at 
my  Stubbes's  Anatomy  of  Abuses^  which  bas  reodyed 
your  abuse  this  evening,  and  fancy  that  the  leaves  have 
been  turned  over  by  the  scientific  hand  of  Pearscm, 
Farmer,  or  Steevens,  I  experience,  by  association  of 
ideas,  a  degree  of  happiness  which  I  never  could  have 

NO.  £.   9.    d. 

8211.    The  blazon  of  Jealousde,  written  in  Italian,  by  VarohL    Lend. 

1615,  8vo 8   e  0 

8223.  Tracts:  Dial  of  Witches,  1608;  Lancaster  Witchee,  1618; 
Trial  of  Yorkshire  Witches,  1612;   The  Golden  Fleece,   1626; 

Cage  of  Diabolical  Possession,  4to.    .  .  .  •  .880] 

8224.  The  most  strange  and  admirable  Discoverie  of  the  three  witohes  \ 
of  Warboys,  arraigned,  convicted,  and  executed  at  the  last  asdzes 
at  Huntington;  for  bewitching  the  five  daughters  of  Robert 
Throckmorton,  Esq.,  and  divers  other  persons,  with  sundrie  devilish 
and  grievous  torments ;  and  also  for  bewitching  to  death  the  Lady 
Crumwell.    Extra  rart,  4to.               .            .            .            ..400 

8230.  Witches  apprehended,  examined,  and  executed  for  notable 
villanies,  by  them  committed  both  by  land  and  water,  with  a 
strange  and  most  true  triall  how  to  know  whether  a  woman  be  ft 
witch  or  not :  vnth  the  plaU,    Extra  rare,  4to.         .  .  .850; 

8269.    The  Pleasure  of  Princes,  the  Art  of  Angling,  together  with 

the  Ordering  and  Dieting  of  the  Fighting  Cooke,  1635, 4to.  .      8   6  0 

8296.  The  Knyght  of  the  Toure  ;  a  perfect  and  fine  tpeeimen  <if  tke 
JaUier  of  Etiglish  Printers,  1484,  folia  The  reader  (if  he  pleaaes) 
may  consult  my  first  volume,  p.  202,  of  the  Typographical  AnU- 
ifuUies  qf  Great  Britain,  for  some  account  of  this  edition.   .  .  lU   6  0 

My  copy  of  this  first  part  of  the  Catalogue  of  Brand's  books  is  upon  Uryi 
paper,  mth  the  prices  inserted  in  Uie  margin.    The  second  part  of  the  BlBLnh 
THECA  Brandiana,  containing  duplicates  and  Pamphlets,  was  sold  in  Fefaniaiy, 
1808,  by  Mr,  Stewart.     There  were  4064  articles.    Few  collections  attnctad 
greater  attention  before,  and  during,  the  sale  than  did  the  libraiy   of  tiis 
late  Mr.  Isaac  Reed :  a  critic  and  literary  character  of  very  respectable  aeooBd* 
rate  reputation.     The  public  Journals  teemed,  for  a  time,  with  book-aneodotei 
concerning  this  collection;  and  the  Athenoeum,  Monthly  Mirror,  C^iuttni 
raria,  European  Magazine,  struck  out  a  more  bold  outline  of  the 
Beediana  than  did  the  generality  of  their  fellow  Journals.     Reed*6  portnil  ■ 
prefixed  to  the  European  Magazine,  the  Monthly  Mirror,  and  the  Catalogue  of 
his  own  Books :  it  is  an  indifferently  stippled  scraping,   copied  from  a  fins 
mellow  mezzotint,  from  the  characteristic  pencil  of  Romney.    Thi«  Utter  ii  a 
private  plate,  and,  as  such,  is  rare.    To  return  to  the  Library.     The  pfe&oe  te 
the  Catalogue  was  written  by  the  Bev.  H.  J.  Todd.    It  is  brief,  jodicioiH^  wA 
impressive ;  giving  abimdant  proof  of  the  bibliomaniacal  spirit  of  the  owdw  of 
the  library — who  would  appear  to  have  adopted  the  cobler*s  well-known  exao^ils 
of  applying  one  room  to  almost  every  domestic  purpose :  for  Reed  made  Us 
library  'his  parlour,  kitchen,  aud  hall.'    A  brave  and  enviable  spirit  thi*  t. 
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enjoyed  had  I  obtained  the  volume  from    an   unknown 
collector's  library. 

Lis.     Very  true;    and    yet    you    have    only    Master 
Stubbes's  work  after  all ! 

in  truth,  what  ib  comparable  with  it?  But  the  reader  is  beginning  to  wax  im- 
patient for  a  more  particular  account.  Here  it  is  :  BiUwlkeca  Meediana,  A 
Catalogue  of  the  curious  arid  txien^ivt  Library  of  the  late  Itaac  Reed,  Egq.,  qf 
Staph  Inn,  deceased.  Comprehending  a  most  extraordinary  collection  of  books  ik 
Mnglitk  Literature,  dx. :  wld  by  auction  by  Messrs.  King  and  Lockie :  November, 
1807,  Svo.  The  following  specimens  of  some  of  Reed's  scarce  volumes  are 
copied,  in  part,  from  the  account  which  was  inserted  in  the  A  thencmm,  vol.  iii., 
pp.  81,  157,  under  the  extraordinary  signatures  of  W.  Caxton  and  W.  de 
Worde. 

HO.  £    t,    d. 

5867.    A  Portfolio  of  single-sheet  Ballads.  .  .  .  .  15  15    0 

0661.    Golman  (W.)  Death's  Duel,  Syo,,  frontispiece,  .    7  15    Q 

6685.    Bamefield's  Affectionate  Shepherd,  very  rare,  4to.  1594.  .  15  10    0 

6713.  A  musical  Concert  of  Heavenly  Harmonic,  called  Churchyard's 
oharitie.    See  MS,  notes  in  Churchyard^s  Pieces,  by  Steevens,  Reed, 

ftc.,  1595,  4to.  .  .  .  .  .    8  15    0 

6714.  Churchyard's  lamentable  and  pitiable  Description  of  the  woeful 
Warres  in  Flanders,  1578,  4to.  .  .  .  .    4  19    0 

6715.  a  true  Discourse  of  the  succeeding  Governors  in 

the  Netherlands,  and  the  Civil  Warres  there  begun  in  1565,  4to. 

6716. a     light     Bundle    of    Lively    Discourses,     called 

Churchyard's  Chaise,  presented  as  a  New  Yearns  Gift  to  the  Earl 

of  Savoy,  1589, 4to.  .  .  .  .  .  .  11    5    0 

6717. Challenge,  b.  L,  1580,  with  a  copious  Manuscript 

aooount  of  his  worlcs,  by  J.    Reed,  and    a  small  octavo  Tract, 

called  A  Discourse  of  Rebellion,  1570,  4to.  ...  17  10    0 

6755.    Gasooigne  (George)  whole  workes,  fine  copy  in  Russia,  4to., 

b.  L,  1567. 15    6    0 

6777.    Cyuthia,  with  certain  Sonnets,  rare^  1595,  8vo.  .  .  12    5    0 

7479.  Whetstone  (George)  Mirror  of  true  Honor,  and  Christain 
Nobilitie,  exposing  the  Life,  Death,  and  Divine  Vertues  of  Francis 
Earlof  Bedford,  b.  1.,  1585, 4to.  .  .  .  .  .700 

7706.    Beaumont  and  Fletcher's  Philaster;  or  Love  lies  a  bleeding, 

fronHspiece,  4to.,  1620 24    0    0 

8636.    Shakspeariana,    a    Lai^    Assemblage   of   Tracts    by    various 

authors,  relative  to  Shakspeare,  neatly  bound  in  9  vols.  8vo.  .  23    0    0 

8561.    Stillingfleet  (Benj.)  Flays,   never  either  finished  or  published. 

The  only  copy  ever  seen  by  Mr.  Reed,  .  .  .  .     3  13    6 

8676.  A  volume  of  unpublished  and  unprinted  Fables,  by  John  Ellis, 
scrivener  and  translator  of  Maphoeus.  Note  by  Mr,  Reed:  'It  ■ 
was  given  to  me  by  Mr.  John  Sewoll,  bookseller,  to  whom  Mr. 
Ellis  bequeathed  his  Manuscripts.  See  my  account  of  Mr.  Ellis 
in  the  European  Magazine,  Jan.  1792:  large  4to.'  The  volume 
is  onrichod  with  fine  engravings,  appropriate  to  each  Fable.  .600 
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LoRRN.  Even  SO.  But  this )!cMi6i£S  happiness,  as  yoo 
would  call  it,  is,  in  effect,  real  happiness ;  inasmach  as 
it  produces  positive  sensations  of  delight 

Lis.  Welly  there  is  no  arguing  with  such  a  biblio- 
maniac as  yourself,  Lorenzo. 

Belin.     But  allow,  brother,  that  this  degree  oi  hamii- 

NO.  £    f.    ^ 

8833.  Notitia  Dramatlca,  both  printed  and  manxiBoript ;  contalniiig 
a  Chronological  Account  of  the  chief  Inddente  relating  to  tho 
English  Theatres,  from  Not.  1784,  to  Slot  Deo.  1786.  "CoL- 
looted  from  various  sources,  but  chiefly  the  Publio  Adrertisen^ 
which  were  lent  me  by  Mr.  Woodfall  for  the  paipose.  *nda 
volume  contains  the  most  material  facts  relating  to  the  llieatrefl 
for  the  last  fifty  years,  and  will  be  useful  to  any  person  who  may 
wish  to  compile  a  History  of  the  Stage."  Isaac  Beed,  Staple'a 
Inn,  Aug.  6.  1784. .  41   0  0 

Of  this  Catalogue,  there  are  only  twelve  copies  printed  iiponL4B0B  Pafb; 
which  were  all  distributed  previous  to  the  side  of  the  books.  The  eommaa 
paper  copies  are  very  indifferently  executed.  The  late. Mr.  Geoige  Baker  hid 
the  complotcst  /.  p.  copy  of  this  catalogue  in  existence.  Before  we  proeeed  t9 
give  an  account  of  subsequent  book-sales,  it  may  be  as  well  to  pause  for  a  fiw 
minutos— and  to  take  a  retrospective  view  of  the  busy  scene  which  has  been,  in 
part,  described :  or  rather,  it  may  be  no  incurious  thing  to  lay  before  the  read* 
for  a  future  century  (when  the  ashes  of  the  author  shall  have  long  mooUflnd 
into  their  native  dust)  a  statement  of  the  principal  book-sales  which  took  plaet 
from  November,  1806,  to  November,  1807— at  Messrs.  Leigh  and  Sotiiabji^ 
King  and  Loch^e*s,  and  Mr.  Stewart's.  The  minor  ones  carried  on  uaikr 
'Covcnt-Gorden  Piazza,  Tom*s  Coffee-house,  ftc.,  are  not  necessary  to  be  wAkti. 
In  calculating  the  number  of  volumes,  I  have  considered  one  artiolei,  or  VaU,  with 
the  other,  to  comprehend  three  volnmes.    The  result  is  as  f  oUowb. 


Book'SaUt  by  Metsr$,  Leioh  <md  SOTHEBT. 


Rev.  ,£dward  Bowerbank's  library  . 

Earl  of  Halifax's    . 

Mr.  John  Voigt's 

Sutton  Sharpo's,  Esq. 

George  Mason's,  ditto 

Mr.  Burdon's 

Cliarles  Bedford's,  Esq.      . 

Rev.  Charles  Bathurst's     . 

Sir  John  Sobright's,  Bt.  (duplicates). 

Bishop  Horsloy's 

Mr.  £.  Edward's 

Lieut.  Col.  Thos.  Volley's. 

Four  miscellaneous 


Yolvanm, 
220O 
2000 
6000 
4000 
.  8800 
14000 
S500 
8000 
8800 
4400 
1100 
2200 
6000 

55,500 
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nesSy  of  which  you  boast,  is  not  quite  so  exquisite  as  to 
justify  the  very  high  terms  of  purchase  upon  which  it 
is  often  times  procured. 

Lysand.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  the  '  golden  medio- 
crity' of  Horace  in  book  pursuits.  Certain  men  set 
their  hearts  upon  certain  copies,  and  '  coHite  qu'il  codte ' 


Booi-JSaUs  hy  KiMG  and  Loohse. 


Volumes 

R.  Foster's,  Esq.  library 

.    5000 

Dr.  John  BliUar's             .           .           .           . 

.    8500 

Mr.  C.  Martin's                .           .           .           . 

.    1000 

Mr.  Daniel  Waldron's      .           .           .           . 

.    1200 

Rev.  Thomas  Towle*8       .           .           .      . 

.    8000 

Mr.  Brice  Lambert's         , 

.    2000 

C.   Dilly's              .... 

.    8000 

Isaac  Reed's 

.  80000 

Six  miictUfSMonM. 

.    8400 

67,100 

Book-SaUt  by  Mr.  Stewart. 

Mr.  Law's  library 

.    4000 

Lord  Thurlow's 

.    8000 

Mr.  WiUiam  Bryant's 

.    4500 

Rev.  W.  W.  Fitathomas's. 

.    2000 

Rev.  John  Brand's            .            .            •           . 

.  17000 

George  Stabbe,   Esq. 

.    1800 

Th'U  miicellaneoHS 

.    4300 

86,600 

TOTAL 

Sold  by  Messrs.  Leigh  and  Sothoby 

.  55500 

Messrs.  King  and  Loch^e  . 

.  57100 

Mr.  Stewart 

.  86600 

149,200 

Suoh  has  been  the  circulation  of  books,  within  the  foregoing  period,  by  £he 
hands  of  three  Aueiicneers  only ;  and  the  prices  which  a  great  number  of  leM/ui 
articles  brought  is  a  sufficient  demonstration  that  books  are  esteemied  for  their 
wtrintic  value,  as  weU  as  for  the  adventitious  circumstances  which  render  them 
rare  or  euriout.  But  prosterity  are  not  to  judge  of  the  prevalence  of  knowledge 
in  these  times  by  the  criterion  of,  what  are  technically  called,  book-saUt  only. 
They  should  be  told  that,  within  the  same  twelve  months,  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  books  of  all  sorts  have  been  circulated  by  the  London  Booksellers  ; 
and  that,  without  travelling  to  know  the  number  disposed  of  at  Bristol,  Liver- 
pool, York,  Manchester,  or  Exeter,  it  may  be  only  necessary  to  state  that  one 
didinguished  Home  alone,  established  not  quite  a  furlong  from  the  railings  of 
St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  sold  not  far  short  of  two  hiuidred  thousand  volumes  within 
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they  most  secure  them.  Undoubtedly,  I  would  give  not 
a  little  for  Parker's  own  copy  of  the  Book  of  Commtm 
Prayer,  and  Shakspeare's  own  copy  of  both  parts  of  his 
Henry  the  Fourth. 

Alman.  Welly  LisardOy  we  stand  no  chance  of  stemming 
the  torrent  against  two  such  lusty  and  opiniated  biblio- 
maniacs as  my  brother  and  Lysander :  although  I  should 
speak  with  deference  of,  and  acknowledge  with  gratefhl 
respect,  the  extraordinary  exertions  of  the  latter,  this 
evening,  to  amuse  and  instruct  us. 

tho  foregoing  period !  If  learning  continue  thus  to  thriTO,  and  books  to  bs 
considered  as  necessary  furniture  to  an  apartment ;  if  wealthy  merchants  an 
resolved  upon  procuring  Lar;;^  Paper  copies,  as  well  as  Indian  spices  and  TTiiHiiii 
furs ;  we  may  hail,  in  anticipation,  that  glorious  period  when  the  book-fdn  cf 
l^ipsic  shall  be  forgotten  in  tho  superior  splendour  of  those  of  Lorndtm !  But 
to  return  to  our  chronological  order :  The  ensuing  year,  1808,  was  ili^ng'ifilH 
for  no  small  mischief  excited  in  the  bibliomaniacal  worid  by  the  sales  of  nsny 
curious  and  dotached  libraries.  The  second  part  of  Mr.  Brand's  coneetion 
which  was  sold  in  the  spring  of  this  year,  has  been  slready  noticed.  His  eloM 
of  the  year  witnessed  the  sales,  by  auction,  of  the  books  of  Samuel  Ewn,  E^t. 
(retiricirinto  the  country V,  and  of  Mr.  Machel  Stage,  bookseller.  Hie  fonsv 
colltitftioo  i^-as  very  strong  in  bibliography  ;  and  the  latter  presented  a  singolsriy 
valuable  'Collection  of  rare  and  select*  books,  relating  to  old  Rngtish  litsnlm 
eloj^aLtly  bound :  containing  2607  articles.  Mr.  Stace  had  published,  the  pie- 
ceding  year,  'A  Catalo^M  of  ewrioHS  tuid  aearee  Boots  and  TracU  :'  whieh,  witt 
the  preoedingr,  merit  a  snu?  place  upon  the  bibliographer*s  shell  We  now  entar 
u(v>u  a  more  busy  year  of  sales  of  books  by  auction.  The  Bibliomania  had 
only  inorease<.l  by  tho  preceding  displays  of  precious  and  magnificent  volnBHS. 
And  iirst  came  on.  in  majroitiide  and  inportance,  the  sales  of  AlexaVDB 
Palryxfle  and  PB^-tFEssoB  PoRSOK.  Of  these  in  turn.  A  CaiaUgue  of  At 
tJii-Ljeiy  i:\J  m'n.iUf  Liin>irt/  of  Ikfiti :  Part  I,  Late  ike  properly  qf  AUX. 
Dalkyxple.  E<^}.  F.K.S..  <iicnt»i.  Hydrographer  to  the  Board  of  Admirstty, 
ac^l  the  Hon.  Ej^  In.iia  Company,  kc,  sold  by  auction  by  King  and  Lochft» 
May  2d.  ISiV,  Svo,— 71W  articles:  A  Catalame,  dx..  Pari  IL  qf  tkt  mm: 
s,:'i  ?.  \x.::i^\  \v  tKc  mvkt  :  Nor.  ISO&^.-^SSdV  arUdes.  I  should  add  ttat 
t:.o!v  15  a  5t:j';'!c\i  eneXiTir.g  of  Dairy mple,  with  fac-simile  of  hia  hand-wiitiiv^ 
which  faces  the  title  p^ue  to  Pari  Pint  of  this  extraordinaiy  and  Dumaotf 
co".(.v:ivU.  v'f  Kv£>  of  Geo-^raphy.  Voyages,  and  Travels.  I  strongly  reooB- 
ii.ou  I  vx.pii.4  of  ibe»e  caia^^'rce:^  to  be  in  ercry  library  of  extent  and  vtiKty. 
Wo  are  now  to  uoticv :  .1  Cum/'.v/'^^  V  ^^^  9f  ^  Librarjf  t^f  ike  laU  Ridnari 
/V->  ^.  .{..v.,  Or\ik  /*r>.>Mi>r  i/  tki  UHittrtUy  of  CcMjbridfft,  kc  :  sold  If 
A\wxw.i  I  y  U'u-h  azd  ScUieby,  June  16th,  1809,  Sro.— 1891  utielei :  aaDOfc 
of  tl:e  Kv'x5.  lUoW.  Inl  6i/.  The  subjoined  is  rather  a  rich,  thoqgh  hMg 
sp«x-iu;er.  of  « >:no  of  tho  valuable  books  contuued  in  the  libraiy  of  tUs  jrdhaad 
rtnx'k  <cLo*ar :  in  whom  the  acutenesi  of  Bentiey,  and  ihis  «niditiaii  flf 
*:i:r*..v.s:\.Si  were  n:-.r<  iLjkZ,  rt Tired. 
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Lis.    This  evening  ? say,  this  day  : — this  live-long 

day — and   yesterday  also !    But  have  you    quite    done, 
dear  Lysander  ? 

Lysand.    Have  you  the  conscience  to  ask  for  more? 
I  have  brought  you  down  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  One 

NO.  £   $.    d, 

116.    Biblia    Gneoa,    et    Notuxd    Testamentam    QrsBoe,    leotdonibus 

D.  J.  J.  GrioBbach,  2  vols.,  boards,  unout,   MS.    notes  at  the 

begimuDgofeachyol.    Hal  Sax.  1796-1806,  8vo.  .  .    8  15    0 

The  notes  amounted  to  the  correction  df  9  typographical  errors 

and  1  addition  to  a  note  of  Oriesbach's,  consisting  of  authorities 

he  ought  to  have  added. 
182.    Athenseus,    Gr.   Lat.,  cum   animadversionibua    L    Casauboni, 

2  vols.,  MS.  notes,  Lugduni,  1612,  foUo 7  10    0 

S30.    Chariton  de  Amor.  Chaerse  et  GalUrrhoe,  Gr.  Lat.  com  animad- 

▼ersionibus,  J.  P.  d'Orville— Amst  1750,  4to.  .  .  .250 

Person's  note  in  the  beginuing.     'Opus  plenum  eruditionis,  ju- 

didi  et  aagadtatis  non  item.' 
559.    Homeri  Ilias  et  Odyssea  (the  Grenville  edition)  boards,  uncut, 

with  the  original  portrait.    Oxonin,  4to.,  large  paper :  4  vols.  .  87    3    0 

601.    Eustathius  in    Homerum,  4  toIs.,  morocco,  gilt  leayes,  Par. 

A550,  fol. 55    0    0 

1078.    Shakspeare's   (William)    Plays   by  Johnson  and  Steevens,   15 

vols.,  boards,  uncut,  1793,  8vo.  .  .  .  .  .  12  15    0 

Anecdotes  and  Memoirs  of  Richard  Pobson  are  strewn,  like  spring  flowers 
in  an  extensive  pasture,  in  almost  every  newspaper,  magazine,  and  jouraal. 
Among  the  latter,  there  is  an  interesting  one  by  Dr.  Adam  Clarke  in  the 
CloMical  Jounial,  no.  rv.,  p.  720.  The  hand-writing  of  Porson  is  a  theme  of 
general  admiration,  and  justly  so ;  but  Mb  Oreek  characters  have  always  struck 
me  as  being  more  stiff  and  cramped  than  his  Roman  and  Italic  I  well 
remember  when  he  shewed  me,  and  expatiated  eloquently  upon,  the  famous 
MS.  of  Plato,  of  the  10th  century.  Poor  Fillingham  was  of  the  party.  Little 
did  I  then  expect  that  three  years  only  would  deprive  the  world  of  its  great 
classical  ornament,  and  myself  of  a  well-informed  and  gentle-hearted  friend  \ 
We  will  now  close  our  accoimt  of  the  book-ravages  in  the  year  1809,  by  noticing 
the  dispersion  of  a  few  minor  corps  of  bibliomaniacal  troops,^in  the  shape  of 
printed  volumes.  Bibliotheca  Maddisoniana :  A  Catalogue  of  the  extentive  and 
valuable  library  of  the  late  John  Maddison,  JSsq,,  of  the  foreign  department  i» 
the  Pott  Office,  dx. :  sold  by  auction  by  King  and  Loch^e,  March,  1809,  8vo. 
A  judicious  and  elegant  collection.  5239  articles,  n.  A  Catalogue  of  a  ettrunti, 
xciwihU,  and  rare  collection  o/  Books  in  Typography,  Bistory,  Voyages,  Early 
English  Poetvy,  Romances,  Classics,  &c.  :  the  property  of  a  Collector  well  known 
for  his  literary  taste,  &c.  Sold  by  auction  by  Mr.  Stewait,  April,  1809,  8vo. 
Some  curious  volumes  were  in  these  1858  articles  or  lots.  III.  A  Catalogue  qf 
ikevery  valuable  and  elegant  Library  of  EuFEBOB.  JOHN  Alexander  WoodfoRD, 
Esq.,  sold  by  auction  by  Leigh  and  Sotheby,  May,  1809,  8vo.— 1773  articles. 
This  was  a  sumptuous  collection ;  and  the  books,  in  general,  brought  large  prices, 
from  being  sharply  contended  for.       iv.  A    Catalogue  of   the    interesting   and 
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thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven  ;  and  without  toaching 
upon  .'the  collections  of  living  Bibliomaniacs,  or  fore- 
telling what  may  be  the  future  ravages  of  the  Biblio- 
mania in  the  course  of  only  the  next  dozen  years,  I 
think  it  proper  to  put  an  end  to  my  Book-Collecting 


cwriout  hittorical  and  biographical  part  of  the  Library  op  a 
particularly  interesting,  daring  the  reign  of  ESizabeth,  the  grand  rebeUioo,  the 
nsurpation,  restoration,  and  abdication,  &o.,  sold  by  auction  by  Lei^  and 
Sotheby,  in  May,  1809,  8vo.  Only  806  articles ;  but  a  singularly  enrioiis  and 
elegant  collection  :  the  catalogue  of  which  I  strongly  recommend  to  all  'oorioiii^ 
prying,  and  inquidtiTo'  bibliomaniacs.  The  first  half  of  the  ensuing  year,  1810, 
was  yet  more  distinguished  for  the  zeal  and  energy — shall  I  say  KABSBif— 
displayed  at  BoOK-AucnoKS.  The  sale  of  Mr.  Gough's  boolu  excited  an 
unusual  ferment  among  English  antiquaries :  but  the  sale  of  a  more  exteaaifs^ 
and  truly  beautifully  classical,  collection  in  P&ll  Mall,  excited  stiU  ctrongw 
sensations.  As  the  prices  for  some  of  the  articles  sold  in  the  Gough  ooUaelfam 
have  already  been  printed  in  the  OentUmarCs  Magasint,  voL  Ixxx.,  pt.  iL,  and 
as  those  for  which  some  of  the  laMer  collection  were  sold,  appeared  in  the  Ith 
number  of  The  Classical  Journal,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  subjoin  the  foUofwiiig 
account.  i.  A  Catalogue  of  the  entire  and  valuahle  Library  (tnik  (ke  enqiHom 
qf  the  department  of  Topography,  bequeathed  to  the  Bodleian  Library)  f^  lief 
eminent  antiquary,  Richard  GtoUQH,  Esq.,  deceased,  &o.,  sold  by  auetkm  by 
Leigh  and  Sotheby,  April,  1810,  8yo.— 4082  articles.  The  Manubcsiptb  oob- 
clude  the  catalogue,  at  no.  4378.  Prefixed  to  the  printed  books,  there  is  aa 
aocount  of  the  collector,  Mr.  Gk>ugh,  executed  by  the  faithful  pen  of  Mr.  Nidioli. 
My  own  humble  opinion  of  this  celebrated  antiquary  has  already  been  befon 
the  public :  Typog.  Antiquit.,  vol.  I.,  21.  IL  A  Catalogue  of  books  amhnning 
all  the  rare,  usrful,  and  valuable  publications  in  every  department  qf  LiUratu% 
from  the  first  invention  of  Printing  to  the  present  time,  all  of  vhieh  are  in  the 
most  perfect  condition,  <frc.  :  sold  by  auction  by  Mr.  Jeffery,  May,  1810,  8vo.— 
4809  articles.  Another  Catalogue  of  the  same  collection,  elegantly  printed  in 
royal  octavo,  but  omitting  the  auctioneer's  notices  of  the  relative  value  of 
certain  editions,  was  published  by  Mr.  Constable  of  Edinbui^gh,  bookseller: 
with  the  prices  and  purchasers*  names  subjoined :  and  of  which  it  is  said  only 
250  copies  are  printed.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Heath  is  reported  to  have  been  thf 
owner  of  this  truly  select  and  sumptuous  classioal  library  :  the  sale  of  whidk 
produced  90001.  Never  did  the  bibliomaniac's  eye  alight  upon  'sweeter  oopies^— 
as  the  phrase  is ;  and  never  did  the  bibliomaniacal  barometer  rise  higher  than 
at  this  sale !  The  most  marked  phrensy  characterized  it.  A  copy  of  the  Editio 
Princeps  of  Homer  (by  no  means  a  first-rate  one)  brought  921.  :  and  all  the 
ALDms  Classics  produced  such  an  electricity  of  sensation  that  buyers  sttodc 
at  nothiug  to  embrace  them  1  Do  not  lot  it  hence  be  said  that  black-letter  Ion 
is  the  only  fashionable  pursuit  of  the  present  age  of  book-collectors.  This  mle 
may  be  hailed  as  the  omen  of  bettor  and  brighter  prospects  in  Literature  in 
general :  and  many,  a  useful  philological  work,  although  printed  in  the  Latin 
or  Italian  language — ^and  which  had  been  sleeping,  nnmolested,  upon  a  book- 
sollor's  shelf  these  dozen  years- -will  now  start  up  from  its  slumber,  and  walk 
abroad  in  a  new  atmosphere,  and  bo  noticed  and  'made  much  of.' 
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History,  and  more  especially  to  this  long  trial  of  your 
auricular  patience. 

LoREN.  A  thousand  thanks  for  your  exertions ! 
Although  your  friend,  with  whom  you  are  on  a  visit, 
knows  pretty  well  the  extent  of  my  bibliographical 
capacity,  and  that  there  have  been  many  parts  in  your 
narrative  which  were  somewhat  familiar  to  me,  yet,  upon 
the  whole,  there  has  been  a  great  deal  more  of  novelty, 
and,  in  this  novelty,  of  solid  instruction.  Sincerely, 
therefore  Lysander,  I  here  offer  you  my  heart-felt  thanks. 

Lysand.  I  receive  them  as  cordially :  from  an  assur- 
ance that  my  digressions  have  been  overlooked;  or,  if 
noticed,  forgpiven.  It  would  be  gross  vanity,  and  grosser 
falsehood,  to  affirm  that  the  discourse  of  this  day,  on  my 
part,  has  given  anything  like  a  full  and  explicit  history 
of  all  the  most  eminent  book-collectors  and  patrons  of 
Learning  which  have  reflected  such  lustre  upon  the 
literary  annals  of  our  country  : — No,  Lorenzo :  a  com- 
plete account,  or  a  perfect  description,  of  these  illus- 
trious characters  would  engage  a  conversation,  not  for 
o^e  day — but  one  week.  Yet  I  have  made  the  most  of 
the  transient  hour,  and,  by  my  enthusiasm,  have  perhaps 
atoned  for  my  deficiency  of  information. 

Lis.  But  cannot  you  resume  this  conversation  on 
the  morrow  ? 

Lysand.  My  stay  with  our  friend  is  short,  and  I  know 
^  not  how  he  means  to  dispose  of  me  to-morrow.  But  I 
have  done — certainly  done — with  Personal  History  ! 

Here  I  terminate  my  annotation  labours  relating  to  ANSCD0TE8  OF  BOOK- 
Ck>LLBCTORS^  and  accounts  of  Book- Auctions.  Unless  I  am  greatly  deceived^ 
these  labours  have  not  been  thrown  away.  They  may  serve,  as  well  to  awaken 
curiosity  in  regard  to  yet  further  interesting  memoranda  respecting  scholars,  as 
to  shew  the  progressive  value  of  books,  and  the  increase  of  the  disease  called  the 
Bibliomania.  Some  of  the  most  curious  volumes  in  English  literature  have 
in  these  notes,  been  duly  recorded ;  nor  can  I  conclude  such  a  laborious,  though 
humble,  task,  without  indulging  a  fond  hope  that  this  accoimt  will  be  consulted 
by  all  those  who  make  book-collecting  their  amusement.  But  it  is  now  time 
to  rise  up,  with  the  company  described  in  the  text,  and  to  put  on  my  hat 
and  great-coat.      So  I  make  my  bow,  wiuhing,  with  V Envoy  at  the  close   of 

Mabmion, 

To  all,  to  eacb,  a  Ihir  good  night, 

And  pleasing  dreams,  and  alombers  light 
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LoREN.  That  may  be.  Yet  there  are  other  depart^ 
ments  of  the  Bibliomania  which  may  be  snccessfiilly 
discussed.  The  weather  will  probably  be  fine^  and  let 
us  enjoy  a  morning  conversazione  in  thb  Ajlcovb  ? 

Belin.  Sorely,  Lysander  may  find  something  in  the 
fhutful  pigeon-holes  of  his  imagination — as  the  AhU 
Sieyes  used  to  do — ^from  which  he  may  draw  forth  acHne 
system  or  other  ? 

Alman.  You  have  all  talked  loudly  and  learnedly  of 
the  BooK-DiSRASB ;  but  I  wish  to  know  whether  a  wm 
collector  of  books  be  a  bibliomaniac  ? 

Lysand.  Certainly  not.  There  are  Symptoms  of  this 
disease  within  the  very  books  themselves  of  a  biblio- 
maniac. 

Alman.    And  pray  what  are  these  ? 

Lysand.  Alas,  madam! — why  are  you  so  unreason- 
able ?  And  how,  after  knowing  that  I  have  harrangaed 
for  more  than  'seven  hours  by  Westminster  clock'— 
how  can  you  have  the  conscience  to  call  upon  me  to 
protract  the  oration  ?  The  night  has  already  mdted  into 
morning;  and  I  suppose  grey  twilight  is  discoveraUe 
upon  the  summit  of  the  hills.  I  am  exhausted  ;  and  long 
for  repose.     Indeed,  I  must  wish  you  all  a  good  night 

Belin.  But  you  promise  to  commence  your  symp- 
tomatic  harangue  on  the  morrow  ? 

Lysand.    If  my  slumbers  are  sound,  lady  fiiir,  and  I 
rise  tolerably  recruited  in  strength,    I  will  surely  make  ' 
good  my  promise.    Again,  good  night ! 

Belin.  Sir,  a  very  good  night :  and  let  our  best  thanks 
foUow  you  to  your  pillow. 

Alman.  Remember,  as  you  sink  to  repose,  what  a 
quantity  of  good  you  have  done,  by  having  imparted 
such  useful  information. 

Lysand.  I  shall  carry  your  best  wishes,  and  gratefid 
mention  of  my  poor  labours,  with  me  to  my  orisons. 
Adieu  ! — 'tis  very  late. 

Here  the  company  broke  up.  Lisardo  slept  at  Lo- 
renzo's.    Philemon   and    Lysander  accompanied  me  to 
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my  home ;  and  as  we  past  Lorenzo's  oater  g:ate,  and 
looked  backward  upon  the  highest  piece  of  rising  ground, 
we  fancied  we  saw  the  twilight  of  morning.  Never  was 
a  mortal  more  heartily  thanked  for  his  coUoqnial  exer- 
tions than  was  Lysander.  On  reaching  home,  as  we 
separated  for  our  respective  chambers,  we  shook  hands 
most  cordially ;  and  my  eloqaent  guest  retnmed  the 
squeeze,  in  a  manner  which  seemed  to  tell  that  he  bad 
no  greater  happiness  at  heart  than  that  of  finding  a 
reciprocity  of  sentiment  among  those  whom  be  tenderly 
esteemed.  At  this  moment,  we  could  have  given  to  each 
other  jthe  choicest  volume  in  our  libraries ;  and  I  re- 
gretted that  I  had  not  contrived  to  put  my  black-morocco 
copy  of  the  small  AMhie  Petrarek,  printed  upon  vblluh, 
coder  Lysander's  pillow,  as  a  '  Pignos  Amicitife.' — But 
we  were  all  to  assemble  together  in  Lorenzo's  Alcovb 
on  the  morrow;  and  this  thought  gave  me  such  lively 
pleasure  "that  I  did  not  close  my  eyes  'till  the  clock 
had  'Stnick  five.    Such  are  the  bed-luxuries  of  a  Biblio- 


"  Fun,"  ot  onumetiUI  kttera  In  Hcna  n 
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SYMPTOMS  OP  THE  BIBLIOMANIA. PROBABLE  MEANS 

OF  ITS  CURB. 


One  saith  this  booke  Is  too  long ;  another,  too  short !  the  third,  of  due 
length ;  and  for  fine  phrase  and  stjle,  the  like  [of]  that  booke  was 
not  made  a  great  while.  It  is  all  lies,  said  another ;  the  booke  is 
Starke  naught." 

Choice  0/ Change;  1686.  ito.,  sign.  N.  L 
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1^1)0  Sllcobe* 


OFTLY  blew  the 
breeze,  and  merrily 
sang  the  lark,  wlirn 
LJsarilo  quitteJ  bis 
bed  -  chamber  at  scvl'ii 
in  the  morning,  and 
ran^r  lustily  at  my  outer 
gate  for  admission.  So 
early  a  visitor  put  the 
wiiole  house  Ju  rom- 
motion  ;  nor  was  it 
without  betrtiyiny  siimi'  marks  of  peevishness  and 
ippitftbility  that,  on  being  infonnwi  of  his  arrival,  I 
WHt  word  by  the  servant  to  know  what  might  be 
the  cause  of  such  an  inlemiption.  The  reader  will 
jeadily  forgive  this  tniit  of  harshness  uiid  preci- 
Ipitaacy,  on  my  part,  when  he  is  informed  that  I 
then  just  enjoying  the  "  honey    dew"  of  sleep, 

rer  many  wakeful  and  restless  hours. 
Iiisaurdo's    name   was   announced :    and  his  voice, 
conveyed  in  the   sound    of  song-singing,    from    tUe 
bottom  of  the  garden,  left  the  name  of  the    visitor 
an  2 


S 


^ 
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no  lonj^er  in  doubt.  I  made  an  efibrt,  and  spnuigr  froH 
my  bed ;  and^  on  lookingr  through  the  Teiiet|Mi  bUads,  I 
disc^-overed  our  younff  bibliomaniacal  ocuiy^rt  with  a  book 
stickinsr  out  of  his  pocket,  another  hai|f  a^f^nei  ia  Ui 
hand  (upon  which  hU  eyes  were  ciccMaopaUy  GUtV 
and  a  third  kept  firmly  under  his  left  amu  I  thrait 
my  head,  ''  nig-ht-cap,  tassel  and  all^"  oat  of  winAnr, 
and  hailed  him  ;  not,  however,  before  a  delidons  hnod, 
wafted  over  a  bed  of  mi<^onette,  had  electrified  me  n 
a  manner  the  most  agreeable  imaginable. 

Lisardo  heard,  and  hailed  me  in  return.  His  ejd 
sparkled  with  joy ;  his  step  was  qnick  and  elastic ;  ui 
an  unusual  degree  of  animation  seemed  to  pervade  ik 
whole  frame.  "  Here/'  says  he,  ''  here  is  Tke  BriM 
Bibliographer*  in  my  hand,  a  volume  of  Mr.  Bdoe^f 
Anecdotes  of  Literature  and  Scarce  Books  in  my  pockflti 
while  another,  of  3Ir.  D'Israeli*s  Cwriasiiies  qflAUrabat, 
is  kept  snugly  under  my  arm,  as  a  corps  de  resenre,  or 
rallying  point.  If  these  things  savour  not  of  biUb- 
graphy,  I  must  despair  of  ever  attaining  to  the  exaltBd 
character  of  a  Bibliomaniac  !" 

'*  You  are  up  betimes,"  said  I.  ''  What  dream  kii 
disturbed  your  rest  ?"  "  None"  replied  he ;  "hot  die 
most  ddighttul  visions  have  appeared  to  me  during  my 
sleep.  Since  you  left  Lorenzo's,  I  have  sipt  nectar  widi 
Lelcuid,  and  drunk  punch  with  Bagford.  Bichaid 
Murray  has  given  me  a  copy  of  Rastell's  Paxtimt  ^ 
People^f  and  Thomas  Britton  has  bequeathed  to  me  an 
entire  library  of  the  Rosicrusian :{:  philosophy.  More- 
over, the  venerable    form    of  Sir    Thomas  Bodley  kii 


*  T^^  fin'tith  BilJiivrrapher  is  a  periodical  publioation ;  beio^  a 
of  a  similar  work  under  the  less  popular  tiUe  of  Tke  Centura  Liiirunm ;  caa> 
cemiog  wbioh  see  p.  52,  ante.  It  is  a  pity  that  Mr.  SaTage  dom  not 
his  Rr'futJk  Lifrannn  :  <of  wliich  18  numbers  are  already  pabliahed)  as  it: 
a  croviitablc  supplement  to  OMys's  work  under  a  similar  title ;  vida  p.  SU 
A  few  of  the  ensuing'  uumltere  might  be  well  deroted  to  aa  tjialjtkti^ 
Wiffi'fut  lj-'j\ioh:'s  works,  with  correct  lists  of  the  plates  in  the  same. 

•f  The  roa-ier  utay  have  met  with  some  slight  notices  of  this  cuROOl  mk  h 
pp.  Ml :  387:  3S5;'3i»2  ;  417;  ante. 

^  See  p.  832,  ante. 
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approached  me ;  reminding  me  of  my  solemn  promise  to 
spend  a  few  autumnal  weeks,*  in  the  ensuing  year,  with- 
in the  precincts  of  his  grand  library.  In  short,  half 
the  bibliomaniacs,  whom  Lysander  so  enthusiastically 
commended  last  night,  have  paid  their  devoirs  to  me  in 
my  dreams,  and  nothing  could  be  more  handsome  than 
their  conduct  towards  me." 

This  discourse  awakened  my  friends,  Lysander  and 
Philemon ;  who  each,  from  different  rooms,  put  their 
heads  out  of  window,  and  hailed  the  newly -risen  sun 
with  night  caps  which  might  have  been  mistaken  for 
Persian  turbans.  Such  an  unexpected  sight  caused 
Lisardo  to  burst  out  into  a  fit  of  laughter,  and  to  banter 
my  guests  in  his  usual  strain  of  vivacity.  But  on  our 
promising  him  that  we  would  speedily  join  his  peripatetic 
bibliographical  reveries,  he  gave  a  turn  towards  the  left, 
and  was  quickly  lost  in  a  grove  of  Acacia  and  Laurus- 
tinus.  For  my  part,  instead  of  keeping  this  promise,  I 
instinctively  sought  my  bed ;  and  found  the  observa- 
tion of  Franklin, — of  air-bathing  being  favourable  to 
dumber, — abundantly  verified — for  I  was  hardly  settled 
under  the  clothes  'ere  I  fell  asleep :  and,  leaving  my 
guests  to  make  good  their  appointment  with  my  visitor, 
I  enjoyed  a  sweet  slumber  of  more  than  two  hours. 

As  early  rising  produces  a  keen  appetite  for  bodily, 
as  well  as  mental,  gratification,  T  found  my  companions 
clamorous  for  their  breakfast.  A  little  before  ten  o'clock, 
we  were  all  prepared  to  make  a  formal  attack  upon 
muffins,  cake,  coffee,  tea,  eggs,  and  cold  tongue.  The 
window  was  thrown  open  ;  and  through  the  branches  of 
the  clustering  vine,  which  covered  the  upper  part  of  it, 
the  sun  shot  a  warmer  ray ;  while  the  spicy  fragrance 
firom  surrounding  parterres,  and  jessamine  bowers,  made 
even  such  bibliomaniacs  as  my  guests  forgetful  of  the 
gaily -coated  volumes  which  surrounded  them.  At 
length  the  conversation  was  systematically  commenced 
on  the  part  of  Lysander. 

Lysand.    To-morrow,  Philemon  and  myself  take  our 

*  See  p.  49,  ante. 
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departure.  We  would  willingly  baye  staid  the  wed; 
but  business  of  a  pressing  nature  calls  him  to  Manches- 
ter— and  myself  to  Bristol  and  Exeter. 

Lis.  Some  bookseller^*  I  warrant,  has  published  a 
thumping  catalogue  at  each  of  these  places.  Ha!— 
here  I  have  you,  sober-minded  Lysander!  You  are  as 
arrant  a  book-madman  as  any  of  those  renowned  UUmh 
maniacs  whom  you  celebrated  yesterday  evening! — ^Yet, 
if  you  love  me,  take  me  with  you  !  My  pistoles  are  not 
exhausted. 

Phil.  Peace,  Lisardo ! — ^but  you  arc,  in  truth,  a  Ut 
of  a  prophet.  It  is  even  as  you  surmise.  Wc  have  eadi 
received  a  forwarded  letter,  informing  us  of  very  choice 
and  copious  collections  of  books  about  to  be  sold  at 
these  respective  places.  While  I  take  my  departure  fi>r 
Mr.  Ford  of  Manchester,  Lorenzo  is  about  to  visit  the 
book-treasures  of  Mr.  Dyer  of  Exeter,  and  Mr.  Gutch 
of  Bristol: — but,  indeed,  were  not  this  the  case»  our 
abode  here  must  terminate  on  the  morrow. 

Lis.  I  suppose  the  names  you  have  just  mentioned 
describe  the  principal  booksellers  at  the  several  places 
you  intend  visiting. 

Lysand.  Even  so :  yet  I  will  make  no  disparaging 
comparisons.t    We  speak  only  of  what  has  come  withia 

*  I  ought  to  have  notioed,  under  Lysander's  eulogj  upon  LaiuUm  BootmOm 
(Heo  p.  808,  ante)  the  very  handsome  manuer  fai  which  Mr.  Rosooe  alhidai  t9 
their  valuable  oataloguee— as  having  been  ci  aervioe  to  him  In  dinctiig  Ui 
reeoarGhes  into  foreign  literature.  His  wordf  are  theie :  "  The  rich  and  ezlnriit 
Catalogues  published  by  Edwabds,  Paths,  and  other  Lomdom  BooheUen,  who 
have  of  lato  years  diligently  sought  for,  and  imported  into  England,  whalrar 
is  curious  or  valuable  in  for^gn  literature,  have  also  oontribnted  to  the 
of  my  inquiries."    Lorento  dt  Medici :  pref.  p.  xzvn.,  edit.  1800,  8vo. 


f  Lysander  is  right  Since  the  note  upon  Mr.  Ford's  catalogue  of  1810 
written  (see  p.  123,  ante),  the  same  bookseller  has  put  forth  another  virinmiDoai 
catalogue,  of  nine  thousand  and  odd  articles ;  forming,  with  the  praosdfav^ 
15,729  kits.  This  is  doing  wonders  for  a  provincial  town  ;  and  that  a  rosiir 
cial  one  1 1  Of  Mr.  Qi^tch's  spirit  and  enteipriae  some  mention  has  been  made  brfm 
at  p.  404,  ante.  He  is,  as  yet,  hardly  mdlowei  in  his  bosinesa ;  bat  n  f^  ywt 
only  will  display  him  as  thoroughly  r^pemtod  as  any  of  hia  brethreo.  Ha  eona 
from  a  worthy  stock ;  long  known  at  our  Alma  Makr  ObDMwuf ;  aaj  as  a 
dutiful  son  of  my  University  Mother,  and  in  common  with  ermy  one  who  k 
acquainted  with  his  respectable  family,  I  wish  htin  all  the  aaeceai  wUch  hs 
merits.    Mr.  George  Dyer  of  Exeter  is  a  dirtlnguished  MCenw  in  tha  book-toads : 
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our  limited  experience.  There  may  be  many  InaTe  and 
Bagacious  bibliopolists  whose  fame  has  not  reached  oar 
eara,  nor  perhaps  has  any  one  of  the  present  circle  erer 
heard  of  the   late   Mr,    Miller   of  Bougay  ;*  who,  as  I 

hfa  omtalogw  of  ISIO,  la  two  parti,  ooDtalnliig  1B,MA  artldM,  bw,  I  think,  an« 
b««ii  aqiuUed  bjr  that  of  taj  provbiolal  bookseller,  for  tbe  ttJne  and  ringoUri^ 
of  the  gTeatcr  nmnber  of  th*  Tolmuea  desoribed  in  It.  Ai  LyMndar  bad 
liuntioned  the  foreKoisg  book-Tending  gmtlsmm,  I  oonoriTed  myself  jnitiBwl 
in  i^pMrnding  tbii  note.  I  oould  ipeak  vith  plaaaure  and  profit  of  the  catalognea 
of  bookaellen  to  tbe  nortl  qf  l/ti  Tttted—ltea  p.  116,  ante);  but  for  fear  c< 
ftwaklng  all  the  blghtfol  panioni  of  wraUi,  jealooay,  enTy— I  atop  :  deolarinfc 
bma  the  bottom  of  ay  heart.  In  tbe  laogoage  of  an  anld  northern  bard : 
I  lialt  tiOatt ;  uid  lata  woDidli  plana, 

(Qmod  MaUtr  Almmdw  ArMktal,  (a  oaae  UR.] 
*  There  ii  Bomething  so  original  In  tbe  bibliomanical  ohaiaoter  of  the  aboT*- 
mentioned  Ur.  UQler  that  I  tnut  the  reader  will  foigire  my  nylng  a  void  et 
two  ooncemlng  him.  Thomas  Millar  of  Bung^,  in  Suffolk,  waa  bom  in  1731, 
and  died  in  ISOi.  He  waa  put  apprentioe  to  a  grooer  in  Norwich  ■.  bat  naiUwr 
the  fragmnca  of  spioee  and  tsae,  nor  tbe  InaoiQunieH  of  phmii  and  tgi,  ooold 
aeduce  young  Miller  from  bia  darling  pasBloa  of  reading,  and  of  baying  odd 
Tolomee  of  the  OeiilUBuui'i  and  ^ntzvna/  Jfofnutiu  with  bia  apare  moTMy. 
Hia  geniuBwaa,  hotrever,  mffioiBntly  veriatile  to  embrace  btith  tndea;  lor  is 
17SS,  be  set  up  for  himself  in  the  obarooter  of  Onar  and  Bmttalltr.  I  hataa 
heard  Hr.  Otridge,  of  the  Strand,  diaoourse  most  eloquently  upon  the  brilliant 
manner  in  vhioh  Ur.  Uiller  oonductad  hia  oomplicated  oonoenB;  and  wliidii 
latterly,  were  deroted  entirely  to  tbe  fiiUionaaio.  Although  Bungay  wai  too 
amall  and  obBoure  for  a  apirit  tike  Uiller'a  to  diadoae  ita  full  powen,  yet  lia 
oontinued  in  it  till  hia  death ;  and  added  a  lore  of  portrait  and  oofai,  to  that 
of  book,  oollecting.  For  fifty  yean  hia  atodk,  in  thMa  twin  depaitmmta,  waa 
ooi^ooa  and  rtepoctable;  and  notwithatandisg  total  blindneea,  which  alWintad 
him  during  tbe  laat  six  years  of  hia  life,  be  displayed  onoommoo  iiliiiifiiliiaM. 
acUvity,  and  eren  akiU  in  knowing  where  the  different  elaaaoa  of  booka  wen 
arntngad  in  hia  shop.  Ur.  Uiller  waa  a  warm  loyalist,  and  an  enthoiiMtia 
admirer  of  Ur.  Pitt.  In  17S&,  when  prorindal 
copper  coins  were  very  prevalent,  our  UUiomaniae 
oansed  a  dis  of  himself  to  be  atmok ;  Intendiiig  to 
atifka  some  impraaaions  of  ft  upon  gold  and  ailver, 
aa  well  as  upon  cx)ppeT.  He  began  with  the  latter ; 
and  the  die  brseking  when  only  SS  impreeaiona  were 
atrnok  off,  Uiller,  In  the  true  spirit  of  Dumlamatiod  \ 
wirti,  deolinad  hating  a  freeh  one  made.  View  ' 
bera,  gsnlle  reader,  a  wood  -  ont  taken  from  the 
.  Mme :  "  ^lia  coin,  wiilab  la  vary  finely  eDgncrid, 
and  bean  a  atrong  profile  likeneo  of  bimaelf,  is 

known  to  ooHeoton  by  the  name  of  'Thb  Unjjn  HALFFinrv.' 

was  eitremely  careful  Into  whoae  bands  the  impresdoos  went;   and  tbay  a 
DOW  beoome  so  rare  aa  to  produce  at  sale*  from  thiM  to  Sn  ^  ~     ~ 

Mtw'j  Jiagatin* ;  toL  IxzIt.,  p.  Ul. 
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remember  my  father  to  have  said,  in  spite  of  Uindness 
and  multifarious  occupations,  attached  himself  to  the 
book -selling  trade  with  inconceivable  ardour  and  suc- 
cess.   But  a  word,  Lisardo  ! 

Lis.    Twenty,  if  you  please. 

Lysand.  What  are  become  of  Malvolio's  basts  and 
statues,  of  which  you  were  so  solicitous  to  attend  the 
sale,  not  long  ago  ? 

Lis.  I  care  not  a  brass  fisurthing  for  them  :^-onl7  I 
do  rather  wish  that  I  had  purchased  the  ^Connt  de  Neny*! 
Catalogue  of  the  Printed  Books  and  Mansaipts  m  Ik 
Royal  Library  qf  France.  That  golden  opportunity  is 
irrevocably  lost ! 

Phil.  You  wished  for  these  books,  to  sef  Jbre  to 
them  perhaps — keeping  up  the  ancient  custom  so 
solemnly  established  by  your  father  ?* 

Lis.  No  more  of  this  heart-rending  subject!  I 
thought  I  had  made  ample  atonement. 

Lysand.  'Tis  true:  and  so  we  forgive  and  forget 
Happy  change ! — and  all  hail  this  salubrious  morning, 
which  witnesses  the  complete  and  effectual  conversion 
of  Lisardo!  Instead  of  laughing  at  our  book-hobfaieit 
and  ridiculing  all  bibliographical  studies — which,  even 
by  a  bibliographer  in  the  dry  department  of  the  law, 
have  been  rather  eloquently  defended  and  enfonred* 
— behold  this  young  bibliomaniacal  chevalier,  not 
daunted  by  the  rough  handling  of  a  London  Book- 
Auction,  anxious  to  mount  his  courser,  and  scour  the 
provincial  fields  of  bibliog^phy!  Happy  change! 
From  my  heart  I  congratulate  you  ! 

Lis.    From  the  bottom  of  mine,  I  congratulate  yov, 

*  The  reodor  may  not  objoot  to  turn  for  one  moment  to  p.  27,  ante. 

•f*  «0i2r  nation  {tajs  Mr.  Bridgemon)  has  been  too  inattentiy  to  UbS^ 
graphica]  criticisms  and  enquiries  ;  for,  generally,  the  Kng^iah  roadir  is  oUjpi 
to  resort  to  foreign  writers  to  satisfy  his  mind  afl  to  the  Taloe  of  anthtsiL  Bte* 
hoYos  na,  however,  to  consider  that  there  is  not  a  more  useful,  or  a  mors  dsHitii 
branch  of  education  than  a  knowledge  of  books  ;  which,  being  ocnreetty  attifaa^ 
and  judiciously  exorcised,  will  prove  the  touchstone  of  intrinaio  merifty  and  km 
the  ofTect  of  saving  many  a  spotless  page  from  prortitutum."  Ligai  BMwgnfkg  i 
1807,  Svo.    (To  the  reader. ) 
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Lysander,  upon  the  resuming  of  youlr  wonted  spirits ! 
I  had  imagined  that  the  efforts  of  yesterday  would 
have  completely  exhausted  you.  How  rapturously  do 
I  look  forward  for  the  Symptoms  of  the  Bibliomania 
to  be  told  this  morning  in  Lorenzo's  Alcove!  You 
have  not  forgotten  your  promise  ! 

Lysand.  No^  indeed ;  but  if  I  am  able  to  do  justice 
to  the  elucidation  oi  so  important  a  subject^  it  will 
be  in  consequence  of  having  enjoyed  a  placid^ 
though  somewhat  transient^  slumber:  notwithstanding 
the  occurrence  of  a  very  uncommon  dream  I 

Lis.  **  I  dreamt  a  dream  last  night ;''  which  has 
been  already  told — but  what  was  yours  ? 

Lysand.  Nay^  it  is  silly  to  entertain  one  another 
with  stories  of  phantastic  visions  of  the  night.  I  have 
known  the  most  placid-bosomed  men  grow  downright 
angry  at  the  very  introduction  of  such  a  discourse. 

Phil.  That  may  be ;  but  we  have^  luckily,  no  such 
pUicidly-motUded  bosoms  in  the  present  society.  I  love 
this  sort  of  gossipping  during  breakfast,  of  all  things. 
If  our  host  permit,  do  give  us  your  dream,  Lysander  ! 

Lis.    The  dream  ! — The  dream  ! — I  entreat  you. 

Lysand.  I  fear  you  will  fall  asleep,  and  dream 
yourself,  before  the  recital  of  it  be  concluded.  But  I 
will  get  through  it  as  well  as  I  can. 

Methought  I  was  gently  lifted  from  the  ground  into 
the  air  by  a  being  of  very  superior  size,  but  of  an 
inexpressible  sweetness  of  countenance.  Although 
astonished  by  the  singularity  of  my  situation,  I  was  far 
from  giving  way  entirely  to  fear ;  but,  with  a  mixture 
of  anxiety  and  resignation,  awaited  the  issue  of  the 
event.  My  Guide  or  Protector  (for  so  this  being  must 
now  be  called)  looked  upon  me  with  an  air  of  tenderness, 
mingled  with  reproof;  intimating,  as  I  conceived,  that 
the  same  superior  Power,  which  had  thus  transported 
me  above  my  natural  element,  would  of  necessity  keep 
me  in  safety.    This  quieted  my  apprehensions. 

We  had  travelled  together  through  an  immensity  of 
space,  and  could  discover  the  world  below  as  one  small 
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darkened  spot,  when  my  Guide  intermpted  the  awfid 
silence  that  had  been  preserved,  by  the  following 
exclamation:  ''Approach,  O  man,  the  place  of  thy 
destination — compose  thy  perturbed  spirits^  and  let  aU 
thy  senses  be  awakened  to  a.  proper  understanding  of 
the  scene  which  thou  art  about  to  behold/'  So  saying, 
he  moved  along  with  an  indescribable  velocity;  and 
while  my  eyes  were  dazzled  by  an  unusual  effulgence  of 
light,  I  found  myself  at  rest  upon  a  solid  seat — formed 
of  crystal,  of  prodigious  magnitude. 

My  guide  then  fixed  himself  at  my  right  hand,  and 
after  a  vehement  ejaculation,  accompanied  by  gesturei^ 
which  had  the  effect  of  enchantment  upon  me,  he 
extended  a  sceptre  of  massive  gold,  decorated  wiA 
emeralds  and  sapphires.  Immediately  there  rose  up  a 
Mirror  of  gigantic  dimensions,  around  which  was 
inscribed,  in  fifty  languages,  the  word  "Truth."  I 
sat  in  mute  astonishment.  ''Examine^"  said  my 
Guide,  with  a  voice  the  most  encouraging  imaginabb^ 
"  examine  the  objects  reflected  upon  the  surfiu^  of  thb 
mirror.''  ''There  are  none  that  are  discernible  to  my 
eyes,"  I  replied.  ''Thou  shalt  soon  be  gratified  then,** 
resumed  this  extraordinary  being  (with  a  severe  smile 
upon  his  countenance),  "but  first  let  me  purge  thine 
eyes  from  those  films  of  prejudice  which,  in  the  woild 
you  inhabit,  are  apt  to  intercept  the  light  of  Truth." 
He  then  took  a  handfiil  of  aromatic  herbs,  and,  mbfaing 
them  gently  upon  my  temples,  gave  me  the  power  of 
contemplating,  with  perfect  discernment,  the  objects 
before  me. 

Wonderful  indeed  was*  this  scene :  for  upon  Ae 
surface  of  the  Mirror  the  whole  world  seemed  to  be 
reflected!  At  first,  I  could  not  controul  my  fedings: 
but,  like  a  child  that  springs  forward  to  seize  an  object 
greatly  beyond  its  grasp,  I  made  an  efibrt  to  leave  my 
seat,  and  to  ndngle  in  the  extraordinary  scene.  Hen^ 
however,  my  g^de  interfered — and,  in  a  manner  Ae 
most  peremptory  and  decisive,  forbade  all  fiulher  par- 
ticipation  of  it.     "  View  it    attentively,''     replied   he^ 
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"and  impress  firmly  on  thy  memory  what  thou  shalt 
see — it  may  solace  thee  the  remainder  of  thy  days/' 

The  authoritative  air^  with  which  these  words  were 
delivered,  quite  repressed  and  unnerved  me.  1  obeyed, 
and  intently  viewed  the  objects  before  me.  The  first 
thing  that  surprised  me  was  the  representation  of  all 
the  metropolitan  cities  of  Europe.  London,  Paris, 
Vienna,  Berlin,  and  Petersburg',  in  particular,  occupied 
my  attention ;  and,  what  was  still  tnore  surprising,  I 
seemed  to  be  perfect  master  of  every  event  going  on 
in  them — ^but  more  particularly  of  the  transactions  of 
Bodies  Corporate.  I  saw  Presidents  in  their  chairs, 
with  Secr:etaries  and  Treasurers  by  their  sides;  and. 
to  whatever  observations  were  made  the  most  implicit 
attention  was  paid.  Here,  an  eloquent  Lecturer  was 
declaiming  upon  the  beauty  of  morality,  and  the 
deformity  of  vice:  there,  a  scientific  Professor  was 
unlocking  the  hidden  treasures  of  nature,  and  explain- 
ing how  Providence,  in  all  its  measures,  was  equally 
wonderful  and  wise.  The  experiments  which  ensued, 
and  which  corroborated  his  ingenious  and  profound 
remarks,  suspended  a  weU-mformed  audience  in  rap- 
turous attention ;  which  was  followed  by  instinctive 
bursts  of  applause. 

Again  I  turned  my  eyes,  and,  contiguous  to  this 
scenrviewed  the  procidi^gs  of  two  learned  sister 
Societies,  distinguished  for  their  labours  in  Philosophy 
and  Antiqtdty.  Methought  I  saw  the  spirits  of  Newton 
and  of  DuGDALE,  looking  down  with  complacency 
upon  them,  and  congratulating  each  other  upon  the 
general  progress  of  civilization  since  they  had  ceased 
to  mingle  among  men.  ''These  institutions,''  observed 
my  Guide,  ''  form  the  basis  of  rational  knowledge,  and 
are  the  source  of  innumerable  comforts:  for  the  numy 
are  benefitted  by  the  researches  and  experiments  of  the 
Jew.  It  is  easy  to  laugh  at  such  societies,  but  it  is  not 
quite  so  easy  to  remedy  the  inconveniences  which  would 
be  felt,  if  they  were  extinct.  Nations  become  powerful 
in  proportion  to  their  wisdom;    it  has  uniformly  been 
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found  that  where  philosophers  lived,  and  learned  men 
wrote,  there  the  arts  have  flourished^  and  heroism  and 
patriotism  have  prevailed.  True  it  is  that  discrepancies 
will  sometimes  interrupt  the  harmony  of  public  bodie& 
But  why  is  perfection  to  be  expected,  where  every  thing 
must  necessarily  be  imperfect  ?  It  is  the  duty  of  man 
to  make  the  nearest  approaches  to  public  and  private 
happiness.  And  if,  as  with  a  sponpre,  he  wipe  away 
such  establishments,  genius  has  little  incentive  to 
exertion,  and  merit  has  still  less  hope  of  reward.  Now 
cast  your  eyes  on  a  different  scene." 

I  obeyed,  and,  within  the  same  city,  saw  a  great 
number  of  Asylums  and  Institutions  for  the  ignorant 
and  helpless.  I  saw  youth  instructed,  age  protected, 
the  afflicted  comforted,  and  tlie  diseased  cured.  My 
emotions  at  this  moment  were  wonderfully  strong — they 
were  perceived  by  my  guide,  who  immediately  begged 
of  me  to  cx>nsider  the  manner  by  which  epideinic  maladitt 
were  prevented  or  alleviated,  and  especially  how  the  mod 
fatal  of  tlieni  had  been  arrested  in  its  progress.  I  atten- 
tively examined  the  objects  before  me,  and  saw  thousands 
of  smiling  children  and  enraptured  mothers  walking 
confidently  'midst  plague  and  death  !  I  saw  them,  haj^y 
in  the  protection  which  had  been  afforded  them  by  the 
most  useful  and  most  nutritious  of  animals  !  "  Enough," 
exclaimed  my  guide,  **  thou  seest  here  the  glorions 
result  of  a  philosophical  mind,  gifted  with  unabataUe 
ardour  of  experiment.  Thou  wilt  acknowlcxlge  that, 
compared  with  the  triumph  which  such  a  mind  enjoys, 
the  conquests  of  heroes  are  puerile,  and  the  splendour, 
of  monarchy  is  dim !"  During  this  strain,  I  fancied  I 
could  perceive  the  human  being,  alluded  to  by  my  guide, 
retire  upart  in  conversation  with  another  distinguished 
friend  of  humanity,  by  those  unwearied  exertions  the 
condition  of  many  thousand  poor  people  had  been 
meliorated. 

**  There  is  yet,"  resumed  my  guide,  '^  another  scene 
equally  interesting  as  the  preceding.  From  a  pore 
morality  flows  a  pm*e  religion  :  look  therefore  on  those 
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engaged  in  the  services  of  Christianity."  I  looked, 
and  saw  a  vast  number  of  my  fellow  -  creatures  prostrate 
in  adoration  before  their  Creator  and  Redeemer.  I 
fancied  I  could  hear  the  la^t  strains  of  their  hallelujahs 
ascending  to  the  spot  whereon  I  sat.  "Observe,"  said 
my  Protector,  "  all  do  not  worship  in  the  same  manner, 
bc^^use  all  assent  not  to  the  same  creed ;  but  the  inten- 
tion of  each  may  be  pure :  at  least,  common  charity 
teaches  us  thus  to  think,  till  some  open  act  betray  a 
malignity  of  principle.  Toleration  is  the  vital  spark  of 
religion  :  arm  the  latter  with  the  whips  of  persecution, 
and  you  convert  her  into  a  fiend  scattering  terror  and 
dismay!  In  your  own  country  you  enjoy  a  liberty  of 
sentiment  beyond  every  other  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 
Learn  to  be  grateful  for  such  an  inestimable  happiness." 
These  words  had  hardly  escaped  my  gruide,  when  I 
was  irresistibly  led  to  look  on  another  part  of  the  Mirror 
where  a  kind  of  imperial  magnificence,  combined  with 
the  severest  discipline,  prevailed.  "You  are  contem- 
plating," resumed  my  preternatural  Monitor,  "one  of 
the  most  interesting  scenes  in  Europe.  See  the  effect  of 
revolutionary  commotions!  While  you  view  the  sable 
spirit  of  the  last  monarch  of  France  gliding  along,  at  a 
distance,  with  an  air  of  sorrow  and  indignation ;  while 
you  observe  a  long  line  of  legitimate  princes,  exiled 
from  their  native  country,  and  dependant  upon  the  con- 
tributions of  other  powers ;  mark  the  wonderful,  the 
unparalleled  reverse  of  human  events !  and  acknowledge 
that  the  preservation  of  the  finest  specimens  of  art,  the 
acquisition  of  every  thing  which  can  administer  to  the 
wants  of  luxury,  or  decbrate  the  splendour  of  a  throne 
— the  acclamations  of  hired  multitudes  or  bribed  senates 
— can  reflect  little  lustre  on  that  character  which 
still  revels  in  the  frantic  wish  of  enslaving  the  world ! 
It  is  true,  you  see  yonder,  Vienna,  Petersburg,  Stock- 
holm, and  Berlin,  bereft  of  their  ancient  splendour,  and 
bowing,  as  it  were,  at  the  feet  of  a  despot — but  had  these 
latter  countries  kept  alive  one  spark  of  that  patriotism 
which   so  much   endears  to  us  the  memories  of  Greece 
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and  Rome — had  they  not,  in  a  great  measure,  become 
disunited  by  factions,  we  might,  even  in  these  days, 
however  degenerate,  have  witnessed  something*  like  that 
national  energy  which  was  displayed  in  the  bay  of 
Salamis,  and  on  the  plains  of  Marathon." 

My  Guide  perceiving  me  to  be  quite  dejected  during 
these  remarks,  directed  my  attention  to  another  part  of 
the  Mirror,  which  reflected  the  transactions  of  the 
Western  and  Eastern  world. 

At  first,  a  kind  of  mist  spread  itself  upon  the  glass, 
and  prevented  me  from  distinguishing  any  object  lliis, 
however,  gradually  dissolved,  and  was  succeeded  by  a 
thick,  black  smoke,  which  involved  every  thing  in  im- 
penetrable obscurity.  Just  as  I  was  about  to  turn  to 
my  guide,  and  demand  the  explanation  of  these  appear-  • 
ances,  the  smoke  rolled  away,  and  instantaneously, 
there  flashed  forth  a  thousand  bickering  flames.  ''  What," 
cried  I,  ^^is  the  meaning  of  these  objects?"  "Check, 
for  one  moment,  your  impatience,  and  your  curiosity 
shall  be  gratified,"  replied  my  guide.  I  then  distinctly 
viewed  thousands  of  Black  Men,  who  had  been  groaning 
under  the  rod  of  oppression,  starting  up  in  all  the 
transport  of  renovated  life,  and  shouting  aloud  ''Wr 
ARB  FREE  ! "  One  tall  commanding  figure,  who  seemed 
to  exercise  the  rights  of  a  chieftain  among  them, 
gathered  many  tribes  around  him,  and  addressed  them 
in  the  following  few,  but  comprehensive,  words  :  "  Comi- 
trymen,  it  has  pleased  the  Great  (xod  above  to  make 
man  instrumental  to  the  fireedom  of  his  fellow-creatures. 
While  we  lament  our  past,  let  us  be  grateful  for  our  pre- 
sent, state :  and  never  let  us  cease,  each  revolving  year, 
to  build  an  altar  of  stones  to  the  memory,  of  that  great 
and  GOOD  man,  who  hath  principally  been  the  means  of 
our  FREEDOM  FROM  SLAVERY.  No :  we  will  reguhuly 
perform  this  solemn  act,  as  long  as  there  shall  remain 
one  pebble  upon  our  shores." 

'^  Thus  much,"  resumed  my  Guide,  ^'  for  the  dawning 
felicities  of  the  western  world :  but  see  how  the  ecuient 
empires  are  yet  ignorant  and  unsettled  !"  I  wns  about  to 
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tarn  my  eyes  to  Persia  and  India,  to  China  and  Japan^ 
when  to  my  astonishment,  the  surface  of  the  Mirror 
became  perfectly  blackened,  except  in  some  few  circular 
parts,  which  were  tinged  with  the  colour  of  blood. 
"  The  iuture  is  a  fearful  sight,"  said  my  Guide ;  ''  we  are 
forbidden  its  contemplation,  and  can  only  behold  the 
gloomy  appearances  before  us :  they  are  ominous  ones !" 

My  mind,  on  which  so  many  and  such  various  objects 
had  produced  a  confused  eflfect,  was  quite  overpowered 
and  distracted.  I  leaned  upon  the  arm  of  the  chair, 
and,  covering  my  face  with  my  hands,  became  absorbed 
in  a  thousand  ideas,  when  a  sudden  burst  of  thunder 
made  me  start  fix>m  my  seat — and,  looking  forward,  I 
perceived  that  the  Mirror,  with  all  its  magical  illusions 
Jiad  vanished  away !  My  preternatural  Guide  then  placed 
himselc  before  me,  but  in  an  altered  female  form.  A 
hundred  various  coloured  wings  sprung  fix>m  her  arms, 
and  her  feet  seemed  to  be  shod  with  sandals  of  rubies; 
around  which  numerous  cherubs  entwined  themselves. 
The  perfume  that  arose  fix>m  the  flapping  of  her  wings 
was  inexpressibly  grateful ;  and  the  sofl  silvery  voices 
of  these  cherubic  attendants  had  an  effect  truly  en- 
chanting. 

No  language  can  adequately  describe  my  sensations 
on  viewing  this  extraordinary  change  of  object  I  gazed 
with  rapture  upon  my  wonderful  Guide,  whose  counte- 
nance now  beamed  with  benevolence  and  beauty.  ''  Ah !'' 
exclaimed  I,  ''this  is  a  vision  of  happiness  never  to  be 
realized !  Thou  art  a  being  that  I  am  doomed  never  to 
meet  with  in  the  world  below."  **  Peace :"  whispered  an 
unknown  voice;  ''injure  not  thy  species  by  such  a  re- 
mark :  the  object  before  thee  is  called  by  a  name  that  is 
familiar  to  thee — it  is  '  Candour.'  She  is  the  handmaid 
of  Truth,  the  sister  of  Virtue,  and  the  priestess  of 
Religion." 

I  was  about  to  make  reply,  when  a  fig^e  of  terrific 
mien,  and  enormous  dimensions,  rushed  angrily  towards 
me,  and,  taking  me  up  in  my  crystal  chair,  bore  me  pre- 
cipitately to  the  earth.     In  my  struggles  to  disengage 
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myself,  I  awoke :  and  on  looking  about  me,  with  diffi- 
culty could  persuade  myself  that  I  was  an  inhabitant  of 
this  world.  My  sensations  were,  at  first,  confused  and 
unpleasant ;  but  a  reflection  on  the  Mirror  op  Truth, 
and  its  divine  expositor,  in  a  moment  tranquillized  my 
feelings.    And  thus  have  I  told  you  my  dream. 


Lysander  had  hardly  concluded  the  recital  of 
dream — during  which  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  think 
of  quaffing  coiTee  or  devouring  muffins — ^when  the  ser- 
vant entered  with  a  note  fix>m  Lorenzo : 


"  My  dear  Friend, 

'^  The  morning  is  propitious.  Hasten  to 
THE  Alcove.  My  sisters  are  twining  honey-suckles  and 
jessamine  round  the  portico,  and  I  have  carried  thither 
a  respectable  corps  of  bibliographical  volumes,  &r 
Lysander  to  consult,  in  case  his  memory  should  fiuL 
All  here  invoke  the  zephjrrs  to  waft  their  best  wishes 
to  you. 

"  Truly  your's, 

"  Lorenzo." 

The  note  was  no  sooner  read  than  we  all,  as  if  by 
instinct,  started  up ;  and,  finishing  our  breakfast  as 
rapidly  as  did  the  Trojans  when  they  expected  an  eariy 
visit  from  the  Grecians,  we  sallied  towards  Lorenzo's 
house,  and  entered  his  pleasure  grounds.  Nothing  could 
be  more  congenial  than  every  circumstance  and  object 
which  presented  itself.  The  day  was  clear^  calm,  and 
warm ;  while  a  crisp  autumnal  air 

Ximbly  and  sweetly  recommend  itself  - 
Unto  our  gentle  senfiea.* 

At  a  distance,  the  reapers  were  carrjing  away  their  last 
harvest  load ;  and  numerous  groups  of  gleaners  pickiDg 

*  Afacheth  ;  Act  L,  So.  VL  Dr.  Johnson  has  happily  ohMrved,  upon  Ihaabtn 
l>eAutiful  passage  of  Shakespeare,  that  "  OentU  iente  is  Tery  elegmnt ;  as  it  iMiv 
placid,  calm,  composed ;  and  intimates  the  peaceable  defigbt  of  a  Am  dij«* 
Shakespeare's  Works ;  edit.  1S03 ;  vol  x.,  p.  73.    Alain  Chartier,  in  ths 
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up  the  grain  which  they  had  spared,  were  marching 
homewards  in  all  the  glee  of  apparent  happiness.  Im- 
mediately on  our  left,  the  cattle  were  grazing  in  a  rich 
pasture  meadow;  while,  before  us,  the  white  pheasant 
darted  across  the  walk,  and  the  stock-dove  was  heard  to 
wail  in  the  grove.  We  passed  a  row  of  orange  trees, 
glittering  with  golden  fruit ;  and,  turning  sharply  to  our 
right,  discovered,  on  a  gentle  eminence,  and  skirted  with 
a  profusion  of  shrubs  and  delicately  shaped  trees,  the 
wished-for  Alcovb. 

We  quickly  descried  Almansa,  busied  in  twining  her 
favourite  honey-suckles  round  the  portico ;  while  within 
Belinda  was  sitting  soberly  at  work,  as  if  waiting  our 
arrival.  The  ladies  saluted  us  as  we  approached ;  and 
Lorenzo,  who  till  now  had  been  unperceived,  came 
quietly  fix>m  the  interior,  with  his  &vourite  edition  of 
77kmt60it*  in  his  hand. 

The  Alcove  at  a  distance,  had  the  appearance  of  a 
rustic  templet     The  form,  though    a  little  capricious, 

prefixed  to  the  Second  part  of  this  Bibliographical  Romance,  has  given  ns  a  yet 
more  animated,  and  equally  characteristic^  picture.    Thomson's  serene  morning, 

Unfoldtng  fkir  the  last  autanmal  day, 

is  also  very  apposite ;  and  reminds  us  of  one  of  those  soft  and  aSrial  pictures  of 
daudo  Loraine,  where  a  heaven-like  tranquillity  and  peace  seem  to  prevail* 
Delightful  scenes  1 — ^we  love  to  steal  a  short  moment  from  a  bustling  world,  to 
gase  upon  landscapes  which  appear  to  have  been  copied  from  the  paradise  of  our 
first  parents.  Delusive  yet  fascinating  objects  of  contemplation  1  You  whisper 
sweet  repose,  and  heart-soothing  delight  1  We  turn  back  upon  the  world ;  and 
the  stunning  noises  of  Virgil's  Cyclops  put  all  this  fair  Elysium  to  fiight. 

X  This  must  be  a  favourite  edition  with  every  man  of  taste.  It  was  printed  by 
Bbnslbt,  and  published  by  Du  Boverat,  in  the  year  1802.  The  desigBs  were  by 
Hamilton,  and  the  engravings  principally  by  Fittler.  The  copy  which  Lorenso 
had  in  his  hand  was  upon  laiye  paper ;  and  nothing  could  exceed  the  lustre  of 
the  type  and  plates.  The  editions  of  Pope,  Oray,  and  MUton,  by  Du  RoVEBAr* 
as  well  as  those  of  The  Spectator,  Guardian,  Tatler,  by  Messrs.  Sharps  and 
Hailes,  are  among  the  most  elegant,  as  well  as  accurate,  publications  of  oar  old 
popular  writers. 

f  Lorenzo  was  not  unmindful  that  it  had  been  observed  by  Lipsius  {Syniag, 
de  Bibliotheeis)  and,  after  him,  by  Thomasinus  {de  Danar.  et  Tabell-voHv, 
c  3.  p.  87.)  that  the  ancients  generally  built  their  libraries  near  to,  or  adjoining 
their  Templet ;  "  ut  veram  seram  sedem  sacratorum  ingenii  fcotuum  loca  sacra 

2  I 
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was  picturesque ;  and  it  stood  so  completely  embosomed 
in  rich  and  variegated  foliage,  and  commanded  so  fine  a 
swell  of  landscape,  that  the  visitor  must  be  cold  indeed 
who  could  approach  it  with  the  compass  of  Palladio  in 
one  hand,  and  the  square  of  Inigo  Jones  in  the  odier. 
We  entered  and  looked  around  us. 

Those  who  have  relished  the  mild  beauties  of 
Wynants'  pictures  would  be  pleased  with  the  view  from 
the  Alcove  of  Lorenzo.  The  country  before  was  varied, 
undulating,  and  the  greater  part,  highly  cultivated. 
Some  broad-spreading  oaks  here  and  there  threw  their 
protecting  arms  round  the  humble  saplings;  and  some 
aspiring  elms  frequently  reared  their  lofty  heads,  as 
land-marks  across  the  county.  The  copses  skirted  the 
higher  grounds,  and  a  fine  park-wood  covered  the  middle 
part  of  the  landscape  in  one  broad  umbrageoiis  tone  of 
colouring.  It  was  not  the  close  rusticity  of  Hobbima— 
or  the  expansive,  and  sometimes  complicated,  scenery  of 
Berghem — or  the  heat-oppressive  and  magnificent  views 
of  Both — that  we  contemplated ;  but,  as  has  beai  be- 
fore observed,  the  mild  and  gentle  scenery  of  Wynants ; 
and  if  a  cascade  or  dimpling  brook  had  been  near 
us,  I  could  have  called  to  my  aid  the  transpareot 
pencil  of  Rysdael,  in  order  to  impress  upon  the  reader 
a  proper  notion  of  the  scenery.  But  it  is  high  time  to 
make  mention  of  the  conversation  which  ensued  amen; 
the  tenants  of  tliis  Alcove. 

Lor  EN.  I  am  heartily  glad  we  are  met  under  sncb 
propitious  circumstances.    What  a  glorious  day ! 

Alman.  Have  you  recovered.  Sir,  the  immense  fieUigne 
you  must  have  sustained  from  the  exertions  of  yeste^ 
day?  My  brother  has  no  mercy  upon  a  thoroogUy- 
versed  book  guest ! 

Lysand.  I  am  indeed  quite  hearty :  yet,  if  any  thing 
heavy   and  indigested  hung  about  me,   would  not  tke 

esse  ostenderent :"  Bibliotftboas  (inquit)  procnl  abene  (no.  %  Tbmfus)  mIi^ 
nint  yeteres,  ut  ox  prseclaris  ingeniorum  monumentiB  dependens  mttftilr^ 
gloria,    in   Deonim   tutela   esset     Thin    I   gather    from   Spiaelina*!    /a^ 

Liffr(ffus  :  p.  462. 
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contemplation  of  such  a  landscape,  and  such  a  day, 
restore  every  thing  to  its  wonted  ardour  ?  !  You  cannot 
conceive  how  such  a  scene  affects  me :  even  to  shedding 
tears  of  pleasure— from  the  reflections  to  which  it  giyea 
rise. 

Belin.  How  strangely  and  how  cruelly  has  the  cha- 
racter of  a  bibliog^pher  been  aspersed !  Last  night 
you  convinced  me  of  the  ardour  of  your  enthusiasm, 
and  of  the  eloquence  of  your  expression,  in  regard  to 
your  favourite  subject  of  discussion! — but,  this  morn- 
ing, I  find  that  you  can  talk  in  an  equally  impassioned 
manner  respecting  garden  and  woodland  scenery  ? 

Lysand.  Yes,  Madam :  and  if  I  possessed  such  a 
domain  as  does  your  brother,  I  think  1  could  even  im- 
prove it  a  litde — especially  the  interior  of  the  Alcove ! 
I  don't  know  that  I  could  attach  to  the  house  a  more 
appropriate  library  than  he  has  done ;  even  if  I  adopted 
the  octagonal  form  of  the  Hafod  library  /*  which,  con- 
sidered with  reference  to  its  local  situation,  is,  I  think, 
almost  unequalled  : — but  it  strikes  me  that  the  interior 
of  this  Alcove  might  be  somewhat  improved. 

LoREN.    What  defects  do  you  discover  here,  Lysander  ? 

Lysand.    They  are  rather  omissions  to  be  supplied 

*  Hafody  in  Cardiganshire,  South  Wales,  is  the  residence  of  Thomas  Johneb, 
Esq.,  M.  P.,  and  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county.  Mr.  Malkin,  in  his  Scenery, 
AnliquiXiet,  and  Biography,  of  South  WaUs,  1801,  4to.,  and  Dr.  Smith,  in  his 
Tour  to  Hafodf  1810,  folio,  have  made  us  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  local 
scenery  of  Hafod : — ^yet  can  any  pen  or  pencil  do  this 

—Paradise,  open'd  in  the  wUd, 

perfect  justice  1  I  have  seen  Mr.  Stothard's  numerous  little  sketches  of  the 
pleasure-grounds  and  surrounding  country,  which  are  at  once  faithful  and  pic- 
turesque. But  what  were  this  "  Paridise"  of  rocks,  waterfalls,  streams,  woods, 
copses,  dells,  grottos,  and  mountains,  without  the  hospitable  spirit  of  the  owner — 
which  seems  to  preside  in,  and  to  animate,  every  summer-house  and  alcove. 
The  book-loving  world  is  well  acquainted  with  the  Chronicles  of  Froiaari,  Jovnr 
ville,  Dt  Broequiere,  and  MonstreUt,  which  have  issued  from  the  Hafod  Press  ; 
and  have  long  deplored  the  loss,  from  fire,  which  their  author,  Mr.  Johnes,  ezperi- 
enced  in  the  demolition  of  the  greater  part  of  his  house  and  library.  The  former 
has  been  rebuilt,  and  the  latter  replenished :  yet  no  Phcsnix  spirit  can  revivify  the 
ashes  of  those  volumes  which  contained  the  romances  notified  by  the  renowned 
Don  Quixote  !    But  I  am  rambling  too  wildly  among  the  Hafod  rocks— I  hasten, 

2  I  2 
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than  errors  to  be  corrected.  Yoa  have  wanned  the 
interior  by  a  Grecian -shaped  stove,  and  you  do  ri^ht; 
but  I  think  a  few  smaJI  busts  in  yonder  recesses  would 
not  be    out  of  character.      Milton,    Shakespeare,    and 

therefore  to  retuni  and  taka  tbo  reader  witli  me  into  tbe  interior  of  Mr.  JoblMi^ 
largest  library,  vhiab  is  termijanted  by  a  Conserratory  of  upwarda  of  ISO  foet. 
Ah  the  auoient  little  books  for  ebUdnopaght  Lot  Pnemnm/l'oMA  to  aspnm    \ 
it — "Look,  here  it  is."  i 
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Locke,  would  produce  a  sort  of  inspiration  which  might 
accord  with  that  degree  of  feeling  excited  by  the  con- 
templation of  these  external  objects. 

LoREN.  You  are  right.  'Ere  you  revisit  this  spot, 
those  inspiring  gend6men  shall  surround  me. 

Bblin.  And  pray  add  to  them  the  busts  of  Thomson 
and  Cowper:  for  these  latter,  in  my  opinion,  are  our 
b^  poets  in  the  description  of  rural  life.  You  remem- 
ber what  Cowper  says — 

God  made  the  cotintiyy  and  Man  made  the  town  ? 

Alman.  This  may  be  very  well — ^but  we  forget  the 
purpose  for  which  we  are  convened. 

.Lis.    True:    so   I  entreat  you.   Master  Lysander,  to 
open — ^not  the  debate — but  the  discussion. 

Lysand.  You  wish  to  know  what  are  the  symptoms 
OF  THE  BIBLIOMANIA? — What  are  the  badges  or  livery 
muka,  in  a  library,  of  the  owner  of  the  collection  being 
ft  bibliomaniac  ? 

Auf  AN.    Even  so.    My  question,  yesterday  evening, 
lrt»— if  I  remember  well — whether  a  mere  collector   of 
vInmIui  was  necessarily  a  bibliomaniac  ? 
hi     Lysand.    Yes:    and    to    which — if    I    also   recollect 
i^d|^ifly*-I  replied   that  the    symptoms    of  the   disease, 
'liBnd  ibe  character  of  a  bibliomaniac,  were  discoverable 
fel  the  very  books  themselves ! 
<   Lis.    How  is  this? 
;  Auian  &  Bblin.    Do  pray  let  us  hear. 

)PsUm  At  the  outset,  1  entreat  you,  Lysander, 
lipl  to  overcharge  the  colouring  of  your  picture.  Re- 
ptat  the  character  of  your  auditors;  and,  above  all 
iiigfl^  have  mercy  upon  the  phlogistic  imagination 
JUnurdo! 
jYSAND.  I  will  endeavour  to  discharge  the  important 
of  a  bibliomaniacal  Mentor,  or,  perhaps,  iEscula- 
to  the  utmost  of  my  power :  and  at  all  events, 
di  the  best  possible  intentions. 

Before  we  touch  upon  the  Symptoms,  it  may  be  as  well 
say  a  few  words  respecting  the   Oeneral  Character  of 
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than  errors  to  be    coirerted.      Ton  have    warmed   that! 
interior  by  a  Grecian-shaped   stove,  and   you   do   right  j 
but  I  think  a  few  small  busts  in  yonder  recesses  nouldl 
not  he    out  of  character.      Milton,    Shakespeare,    andl 


therefore  to  return  and  take  tliBrawIer  withmeinto  tbeiDt«rior  or  Ur.  Ji>1ui««'«| 
largest  libnir;,  which  is  l«rmiaiited  by  a,  Conurvatory  of  upwunli  ot  II 
As  the  nnaionl  Jittte  booki  for  oluldien  [higlkt  Xoc /"luronin /]  luad  to 
it— "Look,  bsceitia." 
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the  Book  Disbasb.  The  ingenions  Peignot*  definei 
the  bibliomania  to  be ''  a  passion  for  possessingr  books ; 
not  so  much  to  be  instructed  by  them,  as  to  gratify  the 
eye  by  looking  on  them/'  This  subject  has  amused  the 
pens  of  foreigners ;  although  we  have  had  nothing  in 
our  own  language,  written  expressly  upon  it,  'tiD  the 
ingenious  and  elegantly-composed  poem  of  Dr.  Ferriar 
appeared  ;  after  which,  as  you  well  know,  oar  friend  pat 
forth  his  whimsical  brochurcf 

*  "La  BiBLioiCAinB  est  la  fvarear  de  poaaMer  dea  Ihrres,  nafn  pa  taut  poaf 
■'iDstruirey  que  pour  les  av«ir  et  pour  en  repattro  aa  Tue.  Le  bibliomane  na  oqb> 
nait  ordinalrement  les  livrea  que  par  leur  titre,  leur  firontiapioe,  et  leur  date;  il 
8*attaohe  auz  bonnes  editiones  et  les  poursuit  &  quelque  titro  que  oe  aoit ;  la 
relieure  le  aeduit  ausd,  aoit  par  aon  anciennet^,  aoit  par  aa  beauty"  Ac  Dietiom' 
naire  de  Bibliologie  .  vol.  i.  p.  51.  This  is  sufficiently  severe  :  see  also  the  es- 
tracta  from  the  Memoiru  de  VlnstUut :  p.  25,  ante.  The  more  ancient  fdrajga 
writera  have  not  scrupled  to  call  the  BEBLiOMAiriA  by  every  oanatio  and  meidl«i 
terma :  thua  apeaka  the  hard-hearted  Oeyler :  "  Tertia  nola  est,  multoa  libras 
coacenrare  propter  animi  voluptatem  curiosaro.  Fastidientis  atomachi  est  mnlta 
degnstare,  ait  Seneca.  Isti  per  multos  libros  vagant  legentea  aaaidue  :  mnunm 
aimilleii  fatuis  illis,  qui  in  urbe  cicumeunt  domos  aingulas,  et  eamm  piotmas 
disautia  malia  contuentur :  sicqae  curioaitate  trahuntur,  ^  Content!  in  bfteaaind 
Yoluptate,  quam  pascunt  per  volumina  varia  devagando  et  liguriendo.  Itaqaa 
gaudent  hie  de  larga  librorum  copia,  operoaa  utique  aed  delectabiUa  aareina^  at 
animi  jucunda  distractio :  imo  est  bsec  ingena  librorum  oopia  ingens  aimnl  at 
laboria  copia,  et  quietis  iuopia — hue  illucque  circum  agendum  ingenium:  ha 
atque  illia  pr^javanda  memoria."  —Navicula  sive  Saeculum  F<Uuorum,  1511,  4ko. 
aign  B.  iig  rev.  Thus  speaks  Sebastian  Brandt  upon  the  subject,  throogfa  tha 
medium  of  cur  old  translation  : 

Btyll  am  I  besy  bokes  asseniblynge 
For  to  have  plenty  it  is  a  pleasaunte  thjmge 
In  my  conceyt,  and  to  have  them  ay  in  honde ; 
Bat  what  they  mene  do  I  nat  underatonde. 

Shyp  cifFclyi  :  see  p.  tOO,  ante. 

There  is  a  short,  but  smart  and  interesting,  article  on  this  head  in  Bir.  D'lsneli's 
Cttriositiei  of  Literaivre :  vol.  i.  10.  "  Bruyere  has  touched  on  this  mania  with 
humour  ;  of  such  a  collector  (one  who  is  fond  of  superb  bindings  only),  sayi  ha, 
as  soon  as  I  enter  his  house,  I  am  ready  to  faint  on  the.stair-case  from  a  strong 
smell  of  Russia  and  Morocco  leather.  In  vain  he  shews  me  fine  editions,  gold 
leaves,  Etruscan  bindings,  &c. — naming. them  one  after  another,  as  if  he  wart 
shewing  a  gallery  of  pictures  !"  Lucian  has  composed  a  biting  invective  against 
an  ignorant  possessor  of  a  vast  library.  "  One  who  opens  his  eyes  with  sa 
hideous  stare  at  an  old  book  ;  and  after  turning  over  the  pages,  chiefly  admiras 
the  date  of  its  publication."  But  all  this,  it  may  be  said,  is  only  general  dada 
mation,  and  means  nothing  ! 

f  The  first  work,  I  believe,  written  expressly  upon  the  subject  above  diKmed 
was  a  French  publication,  entitled  La  Btbliomanie,    Of  the  earliest  editioo  I 
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Whether  Peignofs  delinition  be  just  or  not,  I  will  not 
I  stop  to  defermine  :  but  when  I  have  described  to  ynu  the 
I  various  symptoms,  you  will  be  better  able  to  judge  of 
I  Its  propriety. 

Lrs.  Describe  them  seriatim,  as  we  were  observing 
I  yesterday. 

Lysand,     I  will ;  but  let  me  put  them  in  Imtde  array, 

rand  select  them  according  to  their  appearances.      There 

first,   a   passion   I'or   Large  Paper  Copies ;    secondly. 

Uncut     Copies;      thirdly,     fur     Illustrated     Copies; 

.  for   Unique   Copies ;     fifthly,   for   Copies  printed 

Vellum ;  sixUily,  for  First  Editions ;    seventhly,  for 

Editions;    and  eighthly,  for    Books  printed  m  (Ac 

Black-Letter. 

Bblin.     I  have  put  these  symptoms  down  in  my  pocket- 

>ok ;    and  shall  proceed  tu  catechise  you  according  to 

■   own    method.     Fu-st,   therefore,   what  is  meant  by 

GK  Papkr  Copies? 

D  nniiifoniied  ;  but  one  wna  pnbliahod  nt  the  Bngue  in  1762,  Sro.  Dr.  Femaj-'B 
■a  upon  tbe  subject,  being  in  epistle  to  RiEhud  Heber,  Eit|. — nod  whicb  ia 
Uy  oalted  by  Lysander  '  Ingenious  and  elogunt  '—vat  published  in  1609, 
4ti>. :  pp.  H :  bnt  not  before  an  equally  ingenious,  iLud  greatly  more  interesting, 
perfonnuicB,  by  the  same  able  pen,  had  appeared  in  the  Tram,  of  tbe  Uanchester 
Literary  Society,  toL  ii.,  p.  iS— 87— entitled  CimaatiiU  upon  Simc  ;  which 
ly  be  fairly  olassed  among  the  apeciee  of  bibliomsjiiaaal  oompontiOD  ;  inasmuch 
the  author  to  be  veil  read  in  old  bootu ;  aud,  of  thes^  in  Burtou'i 
if  Melancholy  in  partionlu-.  Look  (or  half  a  minute  at  p.  286,  ante. 
le  year  of  Dr.  Feiriar's  puhlicatjon  of  Uia  Bibliomania,  appeared  the 
"ma  bibiiotUqKt  Jtaman  BMwgraphiqiu :  by  Ant.  Caillot ; 
b  UuM  small  duodecimo  rolumca.  Ttere  ta  littk  in^nuity  and  len  knowledge 
s  Tolumea.  My  oiro  luperfiaial  work,  Entitled,  'BiUiaaania,  or 
ik-Madnat;  eontainiag  toute  oamKAt  of  tf«  Hulorg,  Siimplomi  aiui  Ctin  <if 
Ail  Jillal  Dmau;  in  an  tpitllt  addraied  la  Ric/ianl  Hiber,  Eiq.,  qniokly 
Ibllowed  Dr.  Ferriar's  puhllcation.  It  conlainot  S2  pages,  with  a  tolerably 
copious  sprinkling  of  notoa :  but  it  had  msny  errors  and  omiuions,  vhich  it 
bai  been  my  endeavour  lo  oorteot  and  nipply  in  the  prenent  new  edition,  or 
nther  De«ly.coii8tructed  work.  Vide  prafaue.  Early  in  the  enstiing  year 
ily,  in  1810)  siipeored  Bihliotnphla,  or  Baoi-  Wtidom :  coiUainuis  Hme 
I  ef  Uu  Pride,  Plvuxrt,  a'd  Pi-iiriliyrt  <tf  l/uit  glorioia  Vocalioit,  Boot- 
of,  Bg  an  Aipimnl.  AIk,  TIu  TikIik  Laboun  nf  an  Editor,  wpamlily 
d  againil  Ihet  of  HfvitUi,  ISiao.  Tliia  i>  a  good-bunioored  and  teraely 
DO  :  tieiuK  a  sort  of  Commentary  upon  my  owm  performance. 
le  ensuiog  pages  will  be  found  some  amuung  poeUml  extnwta  from  it.  And 
u  take  we  leave  of  FUBUCATIOMB  OPoil  TUB  BlBLKiKAHU  \ 
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Lysand.  a  certain  set^  or  limited  number  of  the  work, 
is  printed  upon  paper  of  a  larger  dimension^  and  stqferkr 
quality,  than  the  ordinary  copies.  The  press-work  and 
ink  are^  always^  proportionably  better  in  these  oofMes: 
and  the  price  of  them  is  enhanced  according  to  their 
beauty  and  rarity. 

This  Symptom  of  the  Bibliomania  is,  at  the  present 
day,  both  general  and  violent.  Indeed,  there  is  a  set  €i 
collectors,  the  shelves  of  whose  libraries  are  always 
made  proportionably  stout,  and  placed  at  a  due  distance 
from  each  other,  in  order  that  they  may  not  break  down 
beneath  the  weight  of  such  ponderous  volumes. 

Bbun.    Can  these  things  be  ? 

Phiu  Yes ;  but  you  should  draw  a  distinction,  and 
not  confound  the  Grolliers,  De  Thous,  and  Colberts  of 
modem  times,  with  ''  a  set  of  collectors,''  as  you  caU 
them,  who  are  equally  without  taste  and  knowledge. 

Lis.  We  have  heard  of  De  Thou  and  Colbert,  but  vrtio 
is  Grollier?* 

*  Tlie  reader  may  be  better  pleased  with  the  ensuing  soberly-written  aoooinit 
of  this  great  man  than  with  Philemon's  rapturous  eulogy.      JoHH  Gbollub 
was  bom  at  Lyons,  in  1479 ;  and  very  early  displayed  a  propensity  towaidi 
those  elegant  and  solid  pursuits  which  afterwards  secured  to  him  the  mindnJSm 
and   esteem  of  his  contemporaries.      His  address  was  easy,  his  mannen  wm 
frank,  yet  polished ;  his  demeanour  was  engaging,  and  his  liberality  knew  no 
bounds.      As  he   advanced  in  years,  he  advanced  in  reputation  ;    enjoying  > 
princely  fortune,  the  result,  iu  some  measure,  of  a  faithful  and  honounble  dis- 
chai^  of  the  important  diplomatic  situations  which  he  filled.    He  was  Onod 
Treasurer  to  Francis  I.^  and  was  sent  by  that  monarch  as  ambassador  to  Pope 
Clement  VII.      During  his  abode  at  Rome,  he  did  not  fail   to  gratify  Ui 
favourite  passion  of  book-collecting  ;    and  employed  the  Alduaes  to  print  for 
him  an  edition  of  Terence  in  8vo.,  1521 :  of  which  a  copy  upon  veHum,  was  in 
the  Imperial  library  at  Vienna  ;  See  L'Tmp.  des  Aide;  voL  I.,  159.    He  sbo 
caused  to  be  published,  by  the  same  printers,  an  edition  of  his  friend  Budaos^ 
work,  De  Atse  etpartihus  ejus,  1522,   4to.  ;  which,  as  well  as  the  Terence^  » 
dedicated  to  himself,  and  of  which  the  presentation  copy,  upon  vettwm, »  now 
In  the  Library  of  Count  McCarthy,  at  Toulouse ;   it  having  been  formerty  in 
the  Soubise  collection :    vide  p.  96,  ante— and  no.  8010  of  the  BtbL  SoMe, 
It  was  during  Grollier*s  stay  at  Rome,  that  the  anecdote,  related  by  Ilgnatio, 
took  place.    '  I  dined  (says  the  latter)  along  with  Aldus,  his  son,  Manutins,  and 
other  learned  men,  at  Grollier's  table.    After  dinner,  and  just  as  the  dessert  had 
been  placed  on  the  table,  our  host  presented  each  of  his  guests  with  a  pair  of 
gloves  filled  with  ducats.'    But  no  man  had  a  higher  opinion  of  Grollier,  or  had 
reason  to  express  himself  in  more  grateful  terms  of  him,  than  De  Thoo.    T^ 
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Phil.  Grollier  was  both  the  friend  and  the  treasurer 
of  Francis  the  First ;  the  bosom  companion  of  De  Thou, 
and  a  patron  of  the  Aldine  family.  He  had  learning, 
industry,  and  inflexible  integrity.  His  notions  of  VirtA 
were  vast,  but  not  wild.  There  was  a  magnificence 
about  every  thing  which  he  did  or  projected  ;  and  his 
liberality  was  without  bounds.  He  was  the  unrivalled 
Mecaenas  of  book  -  lovers  and  scholars ;  and  a  more 
insatiable  bibliomaniacal  appetite  was  never,  perhaps, 
possessed  by  any  of  his  class  of  character. 

Lis.  I  thank  you  for  this  OroUieriana.  Proceed,  Ly- 
sander  with  your  large  paper  copies. 

Alman.  But  first  tell  us — why  are  these  copies  so 
much  coveted?  Do  they  contain  more  than  the  ordi- 
nary ones? 

Lysand.  Not  in  the  least.  Sometimes,  however,  an 
extra  embellishment  is  thrown  into  the  volume — but 
this,  again,  belongs  to  the  fourth  class  of  symptoms, 
called  Unique  Copies — and  I  must  keep  strictly  to  order ; 
otherwise  I  shall  make  sad  confusion. 

Belin.    Keep  to  your  large  paper,  exclusively,* 

This  eztraordinaiy  man,  whom  France  may  consider  the  first  Bibliomanlae  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  died  at  Paris  in  the  year  1565,  and  in  the  86th  of  hii 
age.     Let  us  close  this  account  of  him  with  an  extract  from  Marville'B  Mdamgm 
d^Hxstoire  et  de  LitSrature  ;    **  La  BibIiothk][ue  de  M.  Grollier  s'ost  cocserr^  dam 
I'Hdtel  de  Vic  jusqu'^  ces  annfies  demieres  qu'elle  a  6t6  vendue  h  I'encan.    Hie 
meritoit  bien,  €tant  une  des  premieres  et  des  plus  accomplies  qu'aucun  particahtf 
80  soit  avis^  de  faire  k  Paris,  de  trouver,  comme  cello  de  M.  de  Thou,  un  acheteor 
qui  on  oonserv&t  le  lustre.    La  pltipart  des  curieux  de  Paris  ont  profits  de  set 
d^ris.    J 'en  ai  eu  h  ma  part  quelques  volumes  h  qui  rien  ne  manque  :  ni  poor 
la  bont^  des  editions  de  ce  terns  Ik,  ni  pour  la  beauts  du  papier  et  la  proprst^  de 
la  relieure.     II  semble,  h  les  voir,  que  les  Muses  qui  ont  contribu^  k  la  compositioii 
du  dedans,  so  soient  aussi  appliqu^es  h.  1^  approprier  au  dehors,  tant  il  parott 
d'art  et  d'esprit  dans  leurs  omemens.     lis  sent  tons  dores  avec  nne  ddioatesM 
inconnue  aux  doreurs  d'aujourd'hui.    Les  compartemens  sont  pienta  de  divemi 
couleurs,  parfaitemente  bien  dessinez,  et  tons  de  differentes  figures,  &c  : '  toL  L, 
p.  187,  edit.  1725.      Then  follows  a  description,  of  which  the  reader  has  just 
had  ocular  demonstration.    After  such  an  account,  what  bibliomaniac  can  eojoj 
perfect  tranquillity  of  mind  unless  he  possess  a  Qrollier  copjf  of  some  woric  cr 
other  ?    My  own,   from  which  the  preceding  fac-simile   was  taken,   is  a  folb 
edition  (1531)  of  Jt/ienanuSt  de  rebut  OermanicU  ;  in  the  finest  preservatioii. 

*  Let  us  first  hear^Dr.   Ferriar's    smooth  nimibers   upon    this  tremtndoai 
symptom  of  the  Bibliomania  : 
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Lysand.  I  have  little  to  add  to  what  has  been  already 
said  of  this  ssrmptom.  That  a  yolnme,  so  published,  has 
a  more  pleasing  aspect,  cannot  be  denied.     It  is  the  oak. 

But  de^ioof  oft»  ttom  ev'ry  cImiIo  Mme, 

The  keen  ooUector  meaaer  patha  wiU  chooee : 

And  first  the  Maboik's  brbaixtb  his  soul  employi , 

Pure,  snowy,  broad,  the  type  of  nobler  Joys. 

In  vain  mij^t  Homer  roll  the  tide  of  song. 

Or  Horace  smile,  or  Tolly  charm  the  throng; 

If  crost  by  Pallas'  ire,  the  trenchant  blade 

Or  too  oblique,  or  near,  the  edge  invade. 

The  Bibliomane  exclaims,  with  haggard  eye, 

'  No  Maboik  I  '—tiuna  in  haste,  and  scorns  to  bay. 

The  Bibliomania ;  ▼.  844S. 

Next  oome  the  rivals  Btrains  of  'An  A^irant.' 

FUST  MAxnr. 

Who  slaves  the  monkish  folio  through. 

With  lore  or  science  in  his  view, 

Him  ....  visions  black,  or  devils  blue. 
Shall  hannt  at  his  expiring  taper ; — 

Yet,  'tis  a  weakness  of  the  wise. 

To  chose  the  volnme  by  the  sise. 

And  riot  in  the  pond'rous  prize- 
Dear  Copies— printed  on  Larok  Papib  !" 

Biblioiophia  ;  p.  iv. 

After  these  saacy  attacks,  can  I  venture  upon  discoursing,  in  a  sober  note-like 
■train— upon  those  large  and  magnificent  volumes  concerning  which  Lysander^ 
■iboye,  pours  forth  such  a  torrent  of  eloquence?  Tes — ^gentle  reader — I  will 
even  venture  I — and  will  lay  a  silver  penny  to  boot  (See  Peacbam's  '  Worth  qf  a 
Penny* — )  that  neither  Dr.  Ferriar  nor  the  'Aspirant'  could  withhold  their 
ejaculations  of  rapture  upon  seeing  any  one  of  the  following  volumes  walk 
majestioally  into  their  libraries.    Mark  well,  therefore,  a  few  scarce 

Works  printed  ufon  Large  Paper. 

Lard  Bacon's  Euays ;  1798,  8vo.  There  were  only  six  copies  of  this  edition 
■truck  off  upon  royal  folio  paper :  one  copy  is  in  the  Craoherode  collection,  in 
the  British  Museum  ;  and  another  is  in  the  library  of  Earl  Spencer.  Mr.  Leigh, 
the  book-auctioneer,  a  long  time  ago  observed  that,  if  ever  one  of  these  copies 
were  to  be  sold  at  an  auction,  it  would  probably  bring  -00/. — !  I  will  not  in- 
sert the  Jirtt  figure  ;  but  two  noughts  followed  it. Twenty  Plays  of  Shaispears 

from  the  old  quarto  editions  ;    1766,   8vo.,  6  vols.       Only  twelve  copies  printed 

upon  large  paper.    See  Bibl.  Steevens  :   no.  1312 ;  and  p.  581,  ante. Dodsley*s 

Collection  'qf  Old  Plays ;  1780,  8vo.,  12  vols.     Only  six  copicH  struck  off  upon 

large  piH?«r*    Si^^   Woodhouse,  n*.  698. The  OrenviUe  Homer  \  1800,   4to.y 

4  Tols.  Fifty  copies  of  this  magnificent  work  are  said  to  have  been  printed  upon 
large  paper ;  which  have  embellishments  of  plates.  Mr.  Dent  possesses  the  copy 
which  was  Professor  Person's,  and  which  was  bought  at  the  sale  of  the  Professor's 
library,  in  boards,  for  87/.,  see  p.  459,  ante.  Seven  years  ago  I  saw  a  sump- 
tuous copy  in  morocco,  knocked  down  for  99/.  15«. Mathon  Paris^  Monachi 
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in  its  full  growth,  compared  with  the  same  tree  in  its 
sapling  state :  or,  if  you  please,  it  is  the  same  picture  a 
little  more  brilliant  in  its  colouring,  and   put    into  a 

Works  fbintid  upon  Labqb  Pafib. 

Alhanemet,  ^. ;  HitUfria  Major ;  a  WaU ;  Lond.  1640  ;  folio.    This  It  *  nnnd 

magfoificent  work  upon  large  paper ;  and  is  usually  bound  in  two  Tolomas. Eiu 

toria  Anglieana  Seriptortt  X ;  a  Twftden  ;  1652,  folio.  Of  equal  rarity  and  magni- 

fioenoe  are  copies  of  this  inestimable  production. Rerum  Anglieantm  Ser^tiem 

Veteret,  a  OaU ;  1684,  91 ;  folio,  3  Yolumes.  There  were  but  few  oopiea  of  tfai^ 
now  generally  coveted,  work  printed  upon  large  paper.  The  difference  betwea 
the  small  and  the  large,  for  amplitude  of  margin  and  lustre  of  ink,  la  ineoa- 

oeiyable. Hittoria  Anglicana  Scriptoret  Varii, -a  J^sarie ;   Lond.  17S8^  folioi 

The  preface  to  this  work  shews  that  there  are  copies  of  it,  like  thoae  of  Dr. 
Clarke's  edition  of  CsBsar's  Commentaries,  upon  paper  of  three  different  tSam, 
The  '  charta  maxima '  is  worthy  of  a  conspicuous  place  upon  the  coUeotor'a  ibelf ; 

though  in  any  shape  the  book  has  a  creditable  aspect ReeueU  de$  Mithrint 

da  GauUs,  dx.,  par  Baucquet ;  1738, 1786  ;  folio,  13  vols.  It  is  hardly  poaOla 
for  the  eye  to  gaae  upon  a  more  intrinsically  yaluable  work,  or  a  finer  set  «f 
Tolumea,  than  are  these,  as  now  exhibited  in  Mr.  Evans's  shop,  and  boond  !■ 
fine  old  red  morocco  by  the  best  binders  of  France.  They  were  onoe  in  my 
possession ;  but  the  'res  angusta  domi'  compelled  me  to  part  with  tlMm,  and  to 
seek  for  a  copy  not  so  tall  by  head  and  shoulders.  Sinoe  the  year  178^  tvo 
additional  volumes  have  been  published. 

We  will  now  discourse  somewhat  of  English  books. 

Seotfi  Dueoverie  ofWhikrafl;  1584,  4to.  Of  this  work,  which  has  nonQf 
become  popular  from  Mr.  Douce's  frequent  mention  of  it  (IlliiBtratioiis  «f 
Shakspeare,  &c.,  1806,  2  vols.,  8vo.),  my  friend,  Mr.  Utterson,  poaaeasea  *  ymf 
beautiful  copy  upon  large  paper.  It  is  rarely  one  meets  with  books  printed  in 
this  country,  before  the  year  1600,  struck  off  in  such  a  manner.  Tliis  copy, 
which  is  secured  from  'winter  and  rough  weather 'by  a  stout  coat  of  skilfaQy- 

tool'd  morocco,  is  probably  unique. Wuvei't  Funeral  Umiuwtenis ;  1681,  folioi. 

Mr.  Samuel  Lysons  informs  me  that  he  has  a  copy  of  this  work  upon  laigt 

paper.    I  never  saw,  or  beard  of,  another  similar  one. Saj^foreTs  OatMlogieai 

Sittory ;  1707,  folio.  At  the  sale  of  Baron  Smyth's  books,  in  1809,  Messa. 
J.  and  A.  Arch  purchased  a  copy  of  this  work  upon  lai^ge  paper  for  462.  A 
monstrous  price !  A  similar  copy  is  in  the  library  of  Mr.  Grenville,  which  wu 
obtained  from  Mr.  Evans  of  Pall-Mall.  The  curious  should  purehaaa  the 
anterior  edition  (of  1677)  for  the  sake  of  better  impressions  of  the  platss; 
which,  however,  in  any  condition,  are  neither  tasteful  nor  well  engraved.    What 

is  called  *  a  good  Hollar'  would  weigh  down  the  whole  set  of  them  ! Slryp^i 

BceUtiastteal  Memorials  ;    1721,  Folio,  8  vols. AnnaU  of.  ike    ff d/brsiaf loa ; 

1725,  Folio,  4  vols.  Happy  the  collector  who  can  regale  himaelf  by  viewii^ 
large  paper  copies  of  these  inestimable  works  t  In  any  shape  or  condition,  th^ 
are  now  rare.  The  latter  is  the  scarcer  of  the  two ;  and  upon  large  paper  brings, 
what  the  French  bibliographers  call,  'un  prix  enorme.'  lliere  is  one  of  this  Wwil 
in  the  beautiful  library  of  Mr.  Thomas  Grenville. Htaanyie  VForit— till  Mr. 
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I  handsomer  frame.  My  friend  Marcus  is  a  very  drag:on 
I  in  this  department  of  book-collecting :  nothing;  being 
I  too   formidable  for  his   attack.     Let   the  volume    assume 
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r  isBued  hia  first  reprinta  ot  Robort  of  Oloucertar  and  Petar  Langtott, 
Lnpoa  p&pflr  of  tbrea  differaDt  sizes — (of  which  the  largestj  in  quarto,  hod  bordiy 
h  equaUed    in  modero  printing) — naed  to   bria^  eitraTBgant  KiunB  at  book- 
t  B  late  tale  in  Pall-UaJl,  were  the  books   in  general   were  gold  nt 
J  prices,   the  largo  paper  Heamee  absolutely   '  boog  Gro' — u  ths 

'■  phrase  ia. Hiidibrat,  leCth  Dr.  Oreg'i  A  itnoCalvml,  and  BayixriA't 

tCi ;  1714,  S  Tola.     There  Here  but  tvelve  copies  of  this  first  Mid  best  edition  of 
r.  Gnj^i  Isboura  apon  Hudibraa  {which  WarbnTtoo  strangely  abuses — )  printed 

Q  LusB  p4per  :    and  a,  coble  boob  it  is  In  this  fonu  I ililner'i  Hittory  of 

i  17B3,  4to,,  2  Tola.     Of  thit  editjoo  there  were,  1  beliore,  either 
'•Its   w  twenty-four  copies  printed  upon   Urge  paper ;    whioh  brings  serious 

>■  In  tbe  prennt  general  rage  for  bootu  of  this  deaoription. Ktnnrfi  {Jlp.) 

il  Antiqnitia ;    O^ord,  1BS5,  4to.    The  only  known  oopy  of  this  woA 
n  luge  paper  is  in  the  fine  library  of  Sir  Riahard  Colt  Eoare,  Bart.     This 
■  probably   in    the  ooUeclioD   of    '  that  wotl'kDOwn    collector,    JoBsph 
ne,  Esq.,  of'Shepton  Mallet,  Somersetshire  :'   as  a  similsr  one  'in  RiinlB, 
It  leaTea,'  was  sold  in  Pt.  ii.  of  his  colloction,  n*.  279,  for  71.  17i.  Od.  and  pur- 

le  ot  Thornton. The  Chrmiela  q/  FtoUmH  and  MaidreUt : 

listed  by  Thomas  Johnea,  Esq.    Hafod,   1803,  ISIO,   quarto,  9  toIb.  :    in- 

g  a  Tolume  of  plates  to  Monirtrelet.    Of  these  beautiful  and  intrlniioally 

e  works,  thero  were  only  25  copies  etruok  off  upon  folio  ;  which  bring  tre- 

IS  prioBs.- — -llUtiiry  e)f  iht  Toan  of  ChthaiJiaia,  and  Ui  Snriront;  1802, 

There  were  a  few  copies  of  this  superfloial  work  printed  upon  large  paper 

'M  royal  octavo,  and  a  unique  copy  upon  paper  of  a  quarto  sice  ;  which  tatter  is  in 

'le  possaBaion  of  my  friend  Mr.  Tbomaa  Prneo,  of  tie  same  place.     A  part  of  this 

was  written  by   myself ;    according  to  inatructiona  which  I  reoeirod  to 

'  lig-ht  and  pleasant.*    An  author,  like  a  barrister,  ia  bound  in  moat  cases 

b  follow  hie  instructiona  I    As  1  haTe  thus  awkwardly  introduood  myself,  I  may 

•  permitted  to  obearre,  at  the  foot  of  thia  note,  that  all  the  labok  papkr  copies 

(  my  own  humble  lucubrations  have  been  attended  with  an  unexpectedly  sud- 

Of  tbo  Introducluin  lo  fht  Clattia,  edit   1S04,  8io.,  there  were 

r  copies,  with  extra  plates,  struck  off  in  royal  octavo,  and  published  at  21.  2i.: 

'  T  &l,  6*,;    the  portrait  of  BuAo/iJi// mnkingthem  snapped  at, 

1  perch-hke   spirit,  by  all  true   Grangorites,     Of  the  Typograpkical  Anii- 

of  our  own  country  there  were  68  printed  in  ■  superb  style,  upon  imperial 

in  4to.  ;  thew  were  published  at  61,  6j,  a  copy.     The  following  anoodota 

bow  they  are  'looking  up ' — as  tho  book-market  phrase  is.    My  friend  *  *  * 

with  his  copy ;  but  finding  that  his  slumbern  were  broken,  and  bis  dreams 

{htful,  in  oonsequence,  ha  sought  to  regmn  possesdou  of  it ;  and  cheerfully 

«  101.  10).  t  for  what,  but  a  few  montfaa  before,  be  had  poawwad  tor  little 

e  than  one  half  the  sum  1    The  same  friend  subscribes  for  a  laryt  paptr  of 

»r*,  of  wbinb  there  are  only  eighteen  copies  printed  :  and  of  which 

J  faard-besrted  printer  and  myself  a^se  each  npon  a  copy.     Will  the  sams 
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what  shape  it  may,  and  let  the  price  be  ever  ao  un- 
conscionable— he  hesitates  not  to  become  a  purchaser. 
In  consequence,  exclusively  of  all  the  Dugdales  and 
Montfaucom,  upon  lar^e  paper,  and  in  the  finest  bind- 
ings, he  possesses  the  Orand  FoUo  Classics,  the  Bene- 
dictine  Editions  of  the  Fathers,  the  County  Histories, 
and  all  works,  of  a  recent  date,  upon  History  and  the 
Belles  Lettres.  In  short,  nothing  can  be  more  magni- 
ficent than  the  interior  of  his  library ;  as  nothing  but 
g^iants,  arrayed  in  the  most  splendid  attire,  are  seen 
to  keep  g^ard  fit>m  one  extremity  of  the  rocmi  to  tbe 
other. 

Lis.  Who  is  this  Marcus?  Ill  rival  him  in  dne 
time  ! — But  proceed. 

Belin.  Thus  much,  I  presume,  for  the  first  symptom 
of  the  Bibliomania.  Now  pray.  Sir,  inform  us  what  is 
meant  by  that  strange  term.  Uncut  Copies  ? 

Lysand.    Of  all   the  symptoms   of  the  Bibliomania, 

frieDd  display  equal  fiddeneas  in  regard  to  this  yohixne  ?  If  he  does,  be  ibibI 
smart  acutely  for  it :  nor  will  15/.  15t.  redeem  it  I  It  is  justly  obeerred,  in  tte 
first  edition  of  this  work,  that,  '  analogous  to  lai^  papw>  are  tall  oopieB :  tbil 
is,  copies  of  the  work  published  on  the  ordinary  size  paper,  and  barely  out  dovn 
by  the  binder/  p.  45.  To  dwarJUe  a  Tohime  is  a  'grieroua  fault '  on  the  pnt 
of  any  binder  ;  but  more  particularly  is  it  an  unpardonable  one  on  the  peit  cf 
him  who  has  had  a  long  intercourse  with  professed  bibliomaniacs  t  To  a  penoo 
who  knows  anything  of  typographical  arrangement,  the  distinction  between  tall 
and  large  paper  copies  is  sufficiently  obvious.  For  this  reason,  I  am  quite  de- 
cided that  the  supposed  large  paper  copy  of  Scapula*t  Lexicon^  possessed  bf 
Mr.  ***,  of  Caversham,  near  Reading,  is  only  a  tall  copy  of  the  woric,  as  usoaDy 
printed :  nor  is  this  copy  more  stately  than  another  which  I  have  seen.  Hie 
owner  of  the  volume  will  suppress  all  feelings  which  he  may  entertain  against 
my  heretical  opinions  (as  I  fear  he  will  call  them),  ^en  he  oonnden  that  he 
may  dispose  of  his  Scapula  for  a  sum  three  times  beyond  what  he  gave  for  iL 
Let  him  put  it  by  the  side  of  his  neighbour  Dr.  Valpy's  numeroue  large  paper 
copies  of  the  old  folio  classics,  and  he  will  in  a  moment  be  conTinoed  <rf  the 
accuracy  of  the  foregoing  remark.  Fins  pafkb  copies  of  a  work  should  be  here 
noticed ;  as  they  are  sought  after  with  avidity.  The  most  beautiful  woik  of 
this  kind  which  I  ever  saw,  was  Hapin't  HitUny  qf  England,  ta  n%$u  folia  se/ma^ 
hound  in  red  nufrocco,  and  illuttrated  vith  Hc>ubralen*t  Heads ;  which  Sir  If .  M. 
Sykes  recently  purchased  of  Mr.  Evans,  the  bookseller, — for  a  oomparatively 
moderate  sum.  A  similar  copy  (exclusively  of  the  illustrations)  <^  fiapia't 
History  of  England,  which  was  once  in  the  library  of  the  Royal  Institiitiaii, 
was  burnt  in  the  fire  that  destroyed  Covent-Oarden  Theatre ;  it  havfa^ 
sent  to  Mr.  Mackinlay,  the  book-binder,  who  lived  near  the  Theatre. 
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Fihis  is  probably  the  most  extraordinary.*  It  may  be 
1  defined  a  passion  to  possess  books  of  which  the  edf^es 
Ibave  never  been  sheared  by  the  binder's  tools.  And 
lliere  I  tind  myself  walking  upon  doubtliii  ground  : — 
lyour  friend  [turning  towards  mej  Atticus's  uncut  Heames 

■  rise  up  in  "rough  majesty"  before  me,  and  almost 
["  push  me  from  my  stool."  Indeed,  when  I  look  around 
Itn  your  lK>ok-lined  tub,  I  cannot  but  acknowledge  that 
[this  symptom  of  the  disorder  has  reached  your  own 
I  threshold ;  but  when  it  is  known  that  a  few  of  your 
I  bibliographical  books  arc  left  with  the  edges  uncut 
Etnere/y  to  please  your  friavJs  (as  one  must  sometimes 
l|Btady  their  tastes  as  well  as  one's  own),  I  trust  that 
■no  very  serious  conclusions  will  be  drawn  about  the 
l&tality  of  your  own  case. 

As  to  uncut   copies,  although    their  inconvenience  [an 

■  uncut  Lexicon  to  wit .']  and  deformity  must  lie  acknow- 
pledged,  and  although  a  rational  man  can  wish  for  nothing 
f  better  than  a  book  once  weU  bound,  yet  we  find  that  the 

extraordinary  passion  for  collecting  them  not  only  ob- 
[  tains  with  full  force,  but  is  attended  with  very  serious 
1  consequences   to   those    "  que   n'ont  point   des   pistole.s " 

(to  borrow  the  idea  of  Clement ;   vol.  vi.  p.  3(i).     I  dare 

say  an  uncut  first  Sliakspeare,  as  well  as  an  uncut  vellum 

Atduf\-  would  produce  a  little  annuity ! 

*  Ai  before,  let  ub  borrow  tbo  strunB  of  '  Ad  ABpirant : ' 


bftre  rei^  little  to  odd  in  iUnHtmUoTi  of  Lysaodar's  well-poiated  sarcasms 

I  MUtiDg  to  thi«  iKond  n/mplom  qf  Booe-MaDNEbs.     I  tliinlc  I  odds  beard  of  an 

vnoat  Cranwin-'i  Bible ;   but  bare  actnatly  seen    a  itlmlliu-  conditioned  copy  of 

Pltrt^ai'i  Filgrlmrt  and  Pilgraaagt,  wbich  u  now  in  tbe  beautiful  libmry  of  ths 

Rmonmble  T.  OrenrUJe. 


I  duubt  of  the  eiinteiiue  n!  lu 


It  /trtt  Sliol-tptitrf ;    altbough  * 
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Bblin.  'Tis  very  strange' — as  Hamlet  says  at  the 
walking  of  his  father's  ghost !  But  now  for  your  Illus- 
trated CopjBS ! 

Lysand.  You  have  touched  a  vibrating  string  in- 
deed ! — but  I  will  suppress  my  own  feelings,  and  spare 
those  of  my  friend.  A  passion  for  books  iUustrcUedy  or 
adorned  with  numerous  Prints*  representing  characto^, 
or  circumstances,  mentioned  in  the  work,  is  a  very  general 
and  violent  symptom  of  the   Bibliomania.    The  origin, 

recently  had  eyidence  of  an  unoat  jirtt  Homer ;  for  thus  speaks  Peignot :  "  A 
superb  copy  of  this  Editio  Prinoeps  was  sold  at  the  sale  of  M.  da  Cotte's  books, 
in  1804,  for  8601  livres :  but  it  must  be  remarked  that  this  copy  was  in  lbs 
most  exquisite  preservation,  as  if  it  had  just  oome  from  the  press.  Moreorer,  it 
is  probably  the  only  one  Uie  margins  of  which  have  never  been  either  'shaven 
or  shorn.'  CfuriotitSt  Btbliograpkigitet,  p.  Ixv.  vi ;  see  also  p.  79,  ante.  Dr. 
Harwood,  at  page  888,  of  his  View  qf  the  Bditions  of  the  Clauies,  speaks  of  an 
nncut  vellum  Aldus,  of  1504,  8vo.  **  Mr.  Quin  shewed  me  a  fine  oopy  of  it 
printed  in  vellum  with  the  Uavet  uncut,  which  he  bought  of  Mr.  ^geiion  at  a 
Tory  moderate  price.  It  is,  perhaps  (adds  he),  the  only  unaU  yellum  AUos  io 
the  world."  From  the  joyous  strain  of  this  extract,  the  Doctor  may  be  fsiily 
suspected  o^  having  strongly  exhibited  this  second  symptom  of  the  BibliomaBia  I 

*  This  third  symptom  has  not  escaped  the  discerning  eye  of  the  Manchiitar 
physician  ;  for  thus  sings  Dr.  Ferriar : 

He  pastes,  fh>m  ii^ar'd  vclnmes  snipt  away. 

His  English  Heads  in  chronicled  array, 

Tom  from  their  destin'd  page  (unworthy  meed 

or  Knightly  coaoeel,  and  heroic  deedX 

Not  Faithorne's  stroke,  nor  Fields  own  tyi>es  can  save 

The  gallant  Veres,  and  one-eyed  Ogle  brave. 

Indignant  readers  seek  the  image  fled. 

And  corse  the  busy  foot  who  wants  a  head. 

Prondly  he  ahewft,  with  many  a  smile  elate. 
The  scrambling  subjects  of  the  private  plate 
While  Time  their  actions  and  Uieir  names  bereaves. 
They  grin  for  ever  in  the  guarded  leavea. 

The  BiUUmanial  v.  119— ISO. 

These  are  happy  thoughts,  happily  expressed.  In  illustration  of  v.  123,  the 
author  observes, — "  three  fine  heads,  for  the  sake  of  which,  the  beautiful  and 
interesting  commentaries  of  Sir  Francis  Vere  have  been  mutilated  by  ooUeeton 
of  English  portraits."  Dr.  Ferriar  might  have  added  that,  when  a  GrangeriaB 
bibliomaniac  commences  his  illustbatino  cabeeb,  he  does  not  &il  to  make  a 
desperate  onset  upon  Speed,  Boitwrd,  and  the  Herooloffta.  Even  the  k>vely 
prints  of  Houbraken  (in  Dr.  Birch's  account  of  Illustrious  Pereons  of  Great 
Britain)  escape  not  the  ravages  of  his  passion  for  illustratioif.  Hie  plates  which 
adorn  those  books  are  considered  among  the  foundation  materials  of  a  Grangerian 
building.  But  it  is  time,  according  to  my  plan,  to  introduce  other 
strains  of  poetry. 
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1  or  first  appearance,   of  this   symptom,   has  been  traced 
by  some  to  the  publication  of  ihe  Rev. Granger's 


Who,  imulng  not  ■  line  to  diIb^ 
Doatfl  on  the  l«ir  bli  flDgnn  klfl». 
TfauUlig  Us  Konti  tor  nil  hli  hllH,— 

BbiiU  me,  it  Jut,  bis  paulon  fmatnte : 
Wi  Ian  th«  p«a«  th»t  dnwi  Its  Bivonr 
I'lOla  DraftHMO,  Etcher,  ind  Engrmvep 
And  hint  the  booby  (by  hia  hvour] 

/ftigtoomr  copr  to  "  iLLuenuTE  " 

£IUIii»lA<a.-  p.  t. 

At  thii  itoeo  of  our  Inquirim,  let  me  aubmit  n  new  remedy  as  aa  acquintion 
\  to  the  M-iieria  Malica,  of  nhiuh  man;  firat-mte  pbysiaions  Du;  cot  be  aware— 
I   by  propo^g  a 

iStttift  foi  Illuitttation. 

Take  any  pasaiu^   from  any    author— to  wit :     the   following  (which  I  hare 
done,  quite  at  ranrlom)  from  Speed  :     '  flt»rj  fa  Spemer,  tho  warlike  Bi4kop  of 
i  Jfontiek,  being    dntm   on   by  Pope    frban  to  preaoh   f^c  Cnuadt,  and  to  ba 
I  Goneial  agiUDSt  Ulimtnl  {whom  nindry  CaitliaaU  aad  great  Prdala  had  alio 
I  ■lented  Pope)  fa&iriBg  a  flfteenth   granted  to   hiin,  for  that   piirposa,  by  par- 
"    "  HittorU  qf   Ortat    Brltaiiw,  p.    721,    edit.    1632,     Now,   lot  the 

ftna^ar  obcerro,  here  are  only  four  Udg>  ;  but  which,  to  be  PBOFEEILI  Illus- 
•KKaTBD,  ahinilrl  be  treated  thua :  lat,  procure  all  the  portraita,  at  all  peiiodg  of 
Vfeb  life,  of  BettTji  U  Spnccr;  Sdly,  obtain  every  riew,  anoient  and  mcdeni, 
I  Uko  or  unlike,  €>f  the  city  of  AVwtcA;  and,  if  fortune  favour  you,  of  ciwry 
1  JkAop  oj  (At  »iM  «M ;  3dly,  Bvory  portrait  of  Po/«  Vrbait  miMt  bo  procured  ; 
I  and  a«  many  prints  and  dmwingB  at  con  ^re  lUiaia  noCioD  of  0\t  CnuiirJe — 
I 'tegetharwitli  a  few  etchings  (if  there  be  any)  of  Ptier  Uie  Bermir  and  R'lckard  L, 
\  irho  took  suah  active  parts  ia  the  Crusade  ;  4Uily,  you  most  aearch  high  and 
rlow,  early  and  late,  for  every  print  of  Ctanrat-,  Stbly,  procure,  or  you  will  ba 
f  wretabed,  as  many  floe  prints  of  CardiHoJi  and  Pralnla,  siogly  or  in  group*, 
I  Ml  will  im proas  you  witb  a.  proper  idea  of  lU  Cfinebtrt;  aodfithly,  see  whother 
I  you  may  not  obtain,  at  wime  of  our  moat  dixtingiiinbi.'d  old-print  sellers,  Tiews 
"  ParlUmtiU  at  the  period  (AD.  1383.)  bore  dosoribed  1 1 1  The 
I  ivault,  gentle  reader,  will  bo  this  ;  yoa  will  have  vork  enough  cat  oot  to  occupy 
I  you  (br  one  whole  month  at  loaat,  from  rise  to  sot  of  auo-in  pamding  the 
metropolis :  nor  will  the  expense  in  coach  hire,  or  lAot  Itathrr,  be 
l.tlialeaat  which  you  will  hare  to  encounter  I  The  prints  thsmiwlvea  may  cost 
Leat  any  fnsttilious  and  cynical  critic  should  atwasa  me,  and  with 
ft  g^iparenl  jostioe,  of  gross  oiaggeration  or  ignoranoe  in  this  Tceipt,  I  will  inform 
t  ~  1,  OD  good  authority,  that  a  [ate  distinguished  and  highly  raspeotable  female 
I  -MitlMtor.  who  had  commonoed  an  illustrated  biblk,  procured  not  fower  thaa 
'jid  prisU  for  the  illustration  of  the  SDCh,  21st,  32d,  S3d,  S4th,  and 
la  of  the  1st  chapter  of  OanesLB !  The  illustrated  cop;  of  Mr.  Foi'a 
L  BMoricaJ  work,  mentioned  in  the  Bnt  edition  of  this  work,  p.  6'i,  is  oow 
F  ill  the  poaavsidon  of  Lord  Mountjoy.  Tho  siniihir  copy  of  Waller  Seolfa 
a  wlition  of  Drydon'a  works,  which  baa  iipwacda  of  600  portraits,  is  yet  in  the 
~  ii  of  Mr.  Miller,  the  bookieUor. 
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«  Biographical  History  of  England,-^'  but'  whoever  wiD 
be  at  the  pains  of  reading  the  preface  of  that  work  wiD 
see  that  Granger  shelters  himself  under  the  authorities 
of  Evelyn,  Ashmole,  and  others ;  and  that  he  abme  is 
not  to  be  considered  as  responsible  for  all  the  mischkf 
which  this  passion  for  collecting  prints  has  occasioned. 
Granger,  however,  was  the  first  who  introduced  it  in 
the  form  of  a  history ;  and  surely  "  in  an  evfl  hoor^ 
was  that  history  published ;  although  its  amiable  author 
must  be  acquitted  of  "  malice  prepense/' 

Granger's  work  seems  to  have  sounded  the  tocsin  for 
a  general  rummage  after^  and  plunder  of,  old  prints. 
Venerable  philosophers,  and  veteran  heroes,  who  had 
long  reposed  in  unmolested  dignity  within  the  mag- 
nificent folio  volumes  which  recorded  their  achieve* 
ments,  were  instantly  dragged  forth  from  their  peaoefid 
abodes,  to  be  inlaid  by  the  side  of  some  clumsy  modem 
engraving,  within  an  lUustraied  Oranger! 

Nor  did  the  madness  stop  here.  Illustration  wu 
the  order  of  the    day ;    and  Shakspeare*  and  Oaranim 


*  Lysander  would  not  have  ran  on  in  thia  declamatory  strain,  if  it  had  hmk 
hit  good  fortune,  as  it  has  been  mine,  to  witness  the  extiaordinarj  copy  of  m 
ILLUSTRATED  Shaespeare  In  the  possession   of  Earl  Spenoer ;    which  ow«i  iti 
magic  to  the  perseverance  and  taste  of  the  Dowager  Lady  Lucan,  mothw  to  tht 
present  Countess  Spencer.     For  sixteen  years  did  this  accomplished  Lady  ponos 
the  pleasurable  toil  of  illustration ;    having  commenced   it  in    her  50tii,  and 
finished  it  in  her  66th  year.     Whatever  of  taste,  beauty,   and  judgment  in 
decoration— by  means  of  portraits,  landscapes,  houses,  and  tombs — flowen,  binfai 
insects,  heraldic  ornaments,  and  devices, — could  dress  onr  immortal  baid  in  a 
yet  more  fascinating  form,   has  been  accomplished  by  the  noble  hand  whkk 
undertook  so    Herculean  a  task— and  with    a  truth,    delicacy,  and  finish  of 
execution,  which  have  been  rarely  equalled !    These  magnificent  volumes  ii\mag 
the  folio  edition  printed  by  Bulmer)  are  at  once  beautiful  and  secured  by 
velvet  binding,  with  embossed  clasps  and   corners  of  BoUd  silver,  waahed 
gold.    Each  volume  is  preserved  in  a  silken  cover — and  the  whole  is  kefii  in- 
violate from  the  impurities  of  bibliomaniacal  miasmata,  in  a  saroophagos-ahaped 
piece  of  fiuniture  of  cedar  and  mahogany.     What  is  the  pleasure 
by  the  most  resolute  antiquary,  when  he  has  obtained  a  peep  at  tiie 
sarcophagus  of  the  lai^gest  pyramid  of  Egypt,  compared  with  that  which  a 
tasteful  bibliomaniac    enjoys  upon  contemplathig  this  lUnstrated  8hakaqpoai% 
now  reposing  in  all  the  classicsJ  magnificence  and  congenial   retirement  of  its 
possessor  ?— But  why  do  I  surpass  Lysander  in  the  warmth  aad  vehemanee  of 
narration  !    And  yet,  let  me  not  foi^get  that  the  same  noble  owner  haa 
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become  the  next  objects  of  its  attack.  From  these  it 
has  glanced  ofl',  in  a  variety  of  direetions,  to  adorn  the 
pages  of  humbler  wights ;  and  the  passion,  or  rather 
this  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania,  yet  ra^es  with  un- 
diminished force.  If  judiciously  treated,  it  is,  of  all  the 
symptoms,  the  least  liable  to  mischief.  To  possess  a 
series  of  well-executcd  portraits  of  illustrious  men,  at 
different  periods  of  their  lives,  from  blooming  boyhood 
to  phlegmatic  old  age,  is  s-ufSciently  amusing;  but  to 
possess  every  portrait,  bad,  indifferent,  and  unlike,  be- 
trays such  a  dangerous  and  alarming  symptom  as  to 
render  the  case  almost  incurable? 

There  is  another  mode  of  iUustraling  copies  by  which 
this  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania  may  be  known  ;  it 
consists  in  bringing  together,  from  different  works,  [in- 
cluding newspapers  and  magazines,  aud  by  means  of 
the  scissars,  or  other^vise  by  transcription]  every  page 
or  paragraph  which  has  any  connexion  with  the  cha- 
racter or   subject   under  discussion.      This   is    a  useful* 


I  flltutnttod  cap]'  of  tlie  &ame  babd,  on  ■  smnllor  tcale,  of  which  montion  has 
[  ■iMkdy  heen  dude  In  my  BCoount  of  tbe  doDor  ot  it,  the  lat«  Oaorij^  Steevona. 
I  Ton,  gmtls  reader,  for  one  momaot.  to  pat^  428,  aale.  Tho  illuttratod 
I  CUBEKDOH,  sboTO  lunted  *l  bj  Lyunder,  is  in  tha  poueaidoii  of  Mr.  H.  A. 
I  Botbariand  ;  and  in,  parliaps,  a  nuLtohleas  cop;  of  the  aulbut :  evtirj  sags,  battle, 
I  towa,  and  hoiue-view — bb  «e[1  as  portnLit—beiiiK  introducsd  within  the  teaiea. 
I  1  will  not  eran  haxw-d  a  coDJecturo  (or  hov  wuiy  Ihnuaad  pouatU  ile  ownar 
[  ladght  ditpoM  of  it,  it  the  iaclinatioii  of  porting  with  it  abaald  ever  posHm 
L  lilm.  The  Britiita  Muteam  hui  mcently  been  Dariched  with  a  aiiuilHr  oopy  of 
I  PRWAar's  Luudun,  on  large  paper.  Priqts  and  drawings  of  all  descripLion^ 
I  .wbieh  oould  throw  light  upon  the  antJqiiitica  of  our  matnipaliii,  are  InBurted  in 
I  ttia  aitrBordiDary  copy,  which  belonged  to  tho  late  Mr.  Croirloi ;  who  oipeaded 
T  SOOOf.  upon  tho  soma,  and  who  bequeathed  It;  in  tbe  true  apitit  of  Birii,  to  tha 
Let  ClUCBSBODB  BDd  CBotTLBB  be  held  in    reapecUul  rt 


>a  of  the  peculiar  use  and  value  of  copioa  of  this 
eapaciaUy  to  thoM  who  are  engi^ied  in  publicationa  of  a  aim  Uar  nature. 
I'OLDTB'a  iKlrrlfavtii  Langhiiiiti  (of  Mr,  Raod'ii  tnnacript  of  which  a  cop;  i>  in 
n  of  Mr.  Hobar)  is  n-ecboed  in  almoat  erary  reoent  work  oonnectcd 
ea-lottr«s  of  our  country.  OUtya  hJntwlf  va>  unritalled  in  thia 
llBMliad  of  illiutratlon ;  if,  eiciudvaty  of  LaugliaiDa,  bia  copy  of  t'uUrr'i 
T  WprlUa  (once  .Mr.  StoenenV,  now  Mr.  Matona'a.  Boa  /t.'W.  Sta-ncu,  U«,  17a9l 
|i1m  alooo  coasiJerod !  Thu  Oldya  woa  the  oddest  mortal  that  arer  wrote. 
PiQnM),  ID  hia  Ufui,  giiBH  on  amuaing  account  of  hia  hariug  "a  numUir  of  uooll 
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and  entertaining  mode  of  iUustrating  a  favonrite  anthor ; 
and  copies  of  works  of  this  nature,  when  executed  by 
skilful  hands,  should  be  deposited  in  public  libraries; 
as  many  a  biographical  anecdote  of  eminent  literary 
characters  is  preserved  in  consequence.  I  almost  ridi- 
culed the  idea  of  an  Illustrated  Chatterton,  'till  the 
sight  of  your  friend  Bernardo's  copy,  in  eighteen 
volumes,  made  me  a  convert  to  the  utility  that  may  be 
derived  from  a  judicious  treatment  of  this  symptom  of 
the  Bibliomania :  and  indeed,  of  a  rainy  day,  the  same 
bibliomaniac's  similar  copy  of  Walton's  Complete  Anj^ 
affords  abundant  amusement  in  the  perusal. 

Lis.  Forgive  me,  if  I  digress  a  little.  But  is  not 
the  knowledge  of  rare,  curiouSy  and  heautifid  Prints— eo 
necessary,  it  would  seem,  towards  the  perfecting  of 
illustrated  copies — is  not  this  knowledge  of  long  and 
difficult  attainment? 

Lysand.  Unquestionably,  this  knowledge  is  very  re- 
quisite towards  becoming  a  complete  pupil  in  the  school 
OP  Granger.*  Nor  is  it,  as  you  very  properly  sqn 
pose,  of  short  or  easy  acquirement. 

parchment  bags  inscribed  with  the  names  of  the  persons  whose  liyas  he  int«did 
to  write ;  into  which  he  put  every  circumstance  and  anecdote  he  could  o(dleel» 
and  from  thence  drew  up  his  history. "  See  Noblo'a  Collet  of  A  rms,  p.  420. 
Thus  far  tbo  first  edition  of  this  work  ;  p.  64.  It  remains  to  add  that,  whatero. 
were  the  singulanties  and  capnciousness  of  Oldys,  his  talents  were  far  beyond 
mediocrity  ;  as  hia  publication  of  the  Hart^ian  Afitcellany,  cuid  RaUigk^t  Hubnf 
of  the  World,  abundantly  prove.  To  the  latter,  a  life  of  Raleigh  is  prsfixad; 
and  the  number  of  pithy,  pleasant,  and  profitable  notes  subjoined  shew  thtt 
Oldys's  bibliographical  talents  were  not  eclipsed  by  those  of  any  contempomy. 
His  Bntith  Librarian'haa  been  more  than  once  noticed  in  the  preceding  pag«: 
vide  p.  51  :  468.  There  is  a  portrait  of  him,  in  a  full-dressed  suit  and  bag'^rig^ 
in  one  of  the  numbers  of  the  European  Magazine ;  which  has  the  oomplefes  air 
of  a  fine  gentleman.  Let  me  just  observe,  in  elucidation  of  what  Lysandv 
above  means  by  this  latter  mode  of  illustrating  copies,  that  in  the  Bodkiia 
library  there  is  a  copy  of  Ktuier*s  edition  ofSuidas  filled,  from  beginning  to  end, 
with  MS.  notes  and  excerpts  of  various  kinds,  by  the  famous  D'OrvUle,  tending 
to  illustrate  the  ancient  lexicographer. 

*  Grakoer's  Biographical  Eigtory  qf  England  was  first  published,  I  beHtve^ 
in  1769,  4to.,  2  vols.  It  has  since  undergone  four  impressions  ;  the  last  being  itt 
1804,  8vo.,  4  vols.  A  Continuation  qf  the  mtM,  by  the  Rev.  Mabk  Nobi^ 
was  published  in  1807>  8vb.,  8  vols.  :  so  that  if  the  lover  of  rare  and  cnriooi 
prints  get  possession  of  these  volumes,  with  Ames's  Catalogru  qf  Bnglitk  Heait, 
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Al.ma>.  How  so?  A  very  little  care,  with  a  tolerably 
good  taste,  is  only  required  to  know  when  a  print  is 
weU  engraved. 

Lysand.  Alas,  Madam  !  the  excellence  of  enj;'raving' 
is  oftentimes  but  a  secondary  consideration  ! 

I  I74S,   Sto.  ;  ftnd  WaLPoU's  Catala^e  of  Eni/Tavtri,    1776,   Sva. ;    BROHLET'i 

I  Cila/o^  ofUnyraml  ForlraUt,  I7U3,  4lo. ;  tngBltior   wiUi  C«l«1opii«  of  Bngliih 

P  Portraito,   baing   the    collectiana    of    Mr.    BaRMaIIII,   Sir  W.    MubOIUVB,    Mr. 

I  Ttsbsh,  3ir  jAHES-WiHTiOt   Laes  1    Bod  coaDj   otber  similar  catulogaaa    piit 

I  forth    by   Mr.  Ricbaiumo^  and  Mr.  Ghave  ;  bo  Enaj  bs  auA  to  be  in  s  fnir  njr 

to  beoome  maitsr  of  the  whale  arcaiiB  of  Point- oollecttno.    Bat  let  him  tnke 

I    bed  to  the  mrere  iraminK-Tuiaa  uttered  by  Rows  MoKia,  in  bin  criticiam  upon 

la  CfttoJogue  ot  EoKlinh  Headii,  published  by  Amas  :    '  This  perfomiiuiDa  (mys 

f  tb«  ■plenetic  and  too  prophetic  critio)  i«  not  to  be  TlMpiBod  ;  judiciously  oiocuted, 

[.  K  WOTk  of  tbisftort  would  bo  on  appaodnge  entertajmng  and  useful  to  the  roadera 

I   of  English  biography  ;  uml  it  ought  to  be  done  at  the  common  labour,  expeDso, 

I    sod  charges  of  those  /cjiuwfiuf*— because  thair  depredatJoBs  are  a  giand  itu- 

pedimsnt  to  snotbor    who  should   attempt  it:  and  if  this  ga<U  tor  prints  and 

I   tUeTing  coutliiuas,  let  primt^  onuets  and  public  nbrarlee  look  well  to  their 

I,  tor  there  will  Dot  remain  a  vnlaabla  book  UDpu-bled  by  tbeir  oonni^ 

igTitlany :  for  nrithtr  honesty  uoroaths  restrain  tbem.    Yet  these /linei'cnr, 

ikta  Ihemsetves  are  to  be  colleoted,  instead  of   bdng    injurioua  to  erery 

ody,  mi^t  nuko  themselves  serviceable  to  posterity,  and  become  a  kind  ot 

t((wbo,  by  the  bya,  are  almost  os  great  thieTes  aa  themselTes,  though 

n  hurt  they  do  U  not  so  eitanslvo,  as  it  liee  chiefly  among  themselves,  who  alt 

~  I  this   d<iDtrine,  that  "  oiLcbaiig>a  is  no   robbery  ;"   but,  if  they  could  Rich 

r  wUliODt   eichan^Dg,    no    scruple  ot  conscience  would  prevent  them):  we  say 

I  tbsy  might  reader  thomselvoB  useful  to  posterity,  by  gatbering  together  the 

J,  poliUesl,  satyrieal,  aoeoilotal  and  temporal  pieces,  with  whioh  the  age 

' ;  adding  an  explmuiticn  'of  the  inlfint  sjid  meaning  for  the  inatruotion 

as  to  come.     The  misfortune  is,   they  must  buy  the  one, 

p  bat  thsy  am  steal  the  other  ;  and  steal  they  will,  although  watched  with  th« 

[    ayea  of  Argus :  unless  tho  vatuablas,  IUlb  soma  other  yKotin,  are  shewn  to  tliem 

tbnngh  a  grata ;  sjid  even   then,  the  keeper  mast  be  vigilant ! '     Of  Baglith 

Fomiuiirt  aiui  Foandria ;  p.  8S.     This  eitroot  is  curioua  on  account  of  tho  Urt, 

b<it  juat,  saatiments  which  prevail  in  it ;  bat,  to  the  bibliomaniac,  it  is  doubly 

coridai,    when   he    is   informed  that   o^tg  e-ghlf   topiei  of  this  Typographical 

Treatise  (of  100  pagBB— including  tho  Appendix)  ware  printed.     The  aothor  was 

a  testy,  bift  sagacions,  bibliomaniac,  and  should  bave  been  introduoed  among  his 

brethren  in  Pabt  V.    It  is  not,  however,  too  late   to  subjoin  the  foUowing : 

BibliuOaea   Mortiiana,     A   Calatogvi  qf  (As  Large  and    Paltuil-lt   Lilirnjy  i/f 

Printed  Booli,  run  etd  (i"ot*»,  J/nnwmjiW,  Friutt,  and  Oronnfi,  Copjiir  Plata, 

titudry  AKligxititi,    FkHmojihicat  tiulrvjafnU,  uiul  oUo-  Curiotilirt,  of  that  tmH- 

tUKt  Bi-UiA  Antigmiry,  the  late  Rev.  and  learned  Bdwabd  Kowe  Mo&eb,  F.A.S., 

deeeued,  He     Sold  by  auction  by  Mr.  Pattarwin,   August  1779.     Tbis  colliwliua 

exhibited,  like  its  owner,  a  strange  mixture  ot  what  was  curious,  whimsicsl,  and 

iDgeoions  in  human  nature.    There  were  233S  lots  of  printed  books.     Tht  nire 

oU  blaeL-lMer  baoti  and  tractt,  begin  at  p.  53. 
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Bblin.    Do  pray  explain. 

Lysand.    I  will,  and  as  briefly  and   perspicuonsly  as 
possible. 

There  are,  first,  all  the  varieties  of  the  same  print*  to 


*  The  reader,  by  means  of  the  preceding  note,  having  been  pat  in  ponnoadon 
of  some  of  the  principal  works  from  which  information,  relating  to  PBiBf- 
Ck)LLBCTiNO  may  be  successfully  gleaned,  it  remains  for  me — who  have  been 
described  as  sitting  in  a  comer  to  compile  notes  for  Lysander's  text-diaeourie 
to  add  something  by  way  of  illustration  to  the  above  sweeping  satire.  One  or 
the  other  of  the  points  touched  upon  in  the  text  will  be  found  here  more 
particularly  elucidated. 

Catalooub  of  Babu abd's  Pbivts  ;  1798,  8va 
,  7th  Day's  Sale. 

Ha  £   f.  ^ 

47.    Sir  Thos.  Isham  de  Lamport,  by  Loggan  and  Valok;  hrfort 
the  fiama  of  the  artists,  very  fine,         .  .  .  .  .550 

68.  King  Charles  I.  on  horseback,  with  the  page,  by  Lombard ; 
veryjine  and  scarce,     .  ,  .  .  .  .  .      1  14   0 

69.  The  same  plate  ;  with  CromtpelFs  head  tttbstituied  for  the  Kin^s 
—variation  in  the  drapery.       ,  .  .  .  .  .860 

70.  The  same  :  a  curious  proof — the  face  hlanJt  and  no  inseriptian 
at  bottom — drapery  of  the  page  differtnl — and  other    variations.       ISO 

9U.    Catharine,  queen  of  K.  Charles  II.  ;  in  the  dress  in  which  the 
arrived :  very  scarce.    By  Faithome.  .  .  .  .      4  16   0 

97.    Queen  Elizabeth ;  habited  in  the  superb  court  dress  in  which  j 

she  went  to  St.   Paul's  to  return  thanks  for  the  defeat  of  the 
Spanish  Armada— by  Passe ;  from  a  painting  of  Isaac  Oliver.        .      6  12   6 

[I  have  known  from  14/.  to  20/.  given  for  a  fine  impression  of 
this  curious  print:  but  I  am  as  well  pleased  with  Mr.  Turner's 
recently  published,  and  admirably  executed,  facsimile  mezzotint 
engraving  of  it;  a  proof  of  which  costs  11.  Is,  Every  member  of 
the  two  Houses — and  every  land  and  sea  Captain— ought  to  hang 
up  this  print  in  his  sitting-room.] 

Eighth  day's  Sale. 

6.    Esther  before  Ahasuerus :  engraved  by  HoDar ;  first  trnprts- 
sion ;  with  the  portraits  at  lop  ;  curious  and  extremely  rare,    .  .     16    0    0 

199.  Jo.  Banfi  Hunniades  ;  proof  \  very  fine  and  rare.    By  the  same      2    7    0 

200.  The  same  print,  with  variations.    By  the  same.  .  .       8  15    0 
202.    The  Stone-eater ;  with  his  hisUyry  below.    By  the  same.     Very 

rare.  ,  .  .  .  .440 

248.*    Sir  Thomas  Chaloner  ;  by  the  same.    A  proqf  impression.    One 

of  the  scarceH  prints  in  existence,  ,  .  .  .  .     59  17    0 

[A  similar  print  has  been  since  sold  for  74/. ;   which  is   in  the 
collection  of  Mr.  John  Townley  ;  whose  Hollabs  are  unrivalled  !} 

256.  Herbert,  Earl  of  Pembroke  ;  before  the  alteration.  By  the  same.       2  10    0 

257.  Devereux,  Earl  of  Essex ;  on  horsdnuk.    By  the  same.  .       4    5    0 
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be,  considered  ! — whether  it  have  the  name  of  the  charac- 
ter, or  artist,  omitted  or  subjoined :  whether  the  head  of 
the  print  be  without  the  body,  or  the  body  without  the 

CATALOOUB  OF  BARNABD'S  FBI1IT8. 
90.      .  £     i.     d- 

258,    Derereaz,  Earl  of  Essex :  ttanding  on  fboi;  whole  length.    By 

the  same.  .440 

S59.    Algernon,   Earl   of  Northumberland;   on  hcrtebaeh.    By  the 

same.  .    14    0    0 

966.  Lady  Elizabeth  Shirley ;  an  unjinished  proqf,  the  chaplel  round 
her  head  being  only  traced;  curious  and  txtremdy  rare.    By  the 

same.  .  .  .  .    10  10    0 

967.  A  revem  qf  the  proof  \  very  fine.    By  the  same.  .  .550 

Catalogue  of  Snt  William  Mubobave's  Pbihts. 

Third  Day's  Sale. 

29.    George,  Earl  of  Berkeley ;  oval,  in  hit  robes,  1679 ;  extra  fie 

and  rare,  ,  ,  .  .  .    10    5    0 

45.    Geoi^ge,   Duke  of  Buckingham ;  oral ;  cloak  over  his  left  arm, 

hand  on  tword,  nine  lines  expressive  qf  his  titles,  Ac,    Sold  by  P. 

Stent :  fine  and  extra  rare,    ,  ,  ,  .      4  12    0 

100.    George,  Earl  of  Cumberland ;  whole  length,  dremdfor  a  foar- 

aoMCjK.    By  B.  White. 11    0    0 

Fifth  Day's  Sale. 

94.    The  Newcastle  Family,  in  a  room,  after  Diepenbeke,  byClowet ; 

a  beauiiful  proof,  before  the  verses,  extra  rare.  ,  ,  .    89  18    0 

[There  is  a  very  indifferent  copy  of  this  print.  The  original 
may  be  seen  in  the  collection  of  the  Marquis  of  Stafiford  and  Sir  M. 
M.  Sykes,  Bart.  Nothing  can  exceed  the  tenderness  and  delicacy 
of  Clowet's  engraving  of  this  naturally  conceived  and  well-managed 
picture.] 

Tenth  Day's  Sale. 

82.  Richard  Smith  ;  virtuoso  and  literary  character.  By  W.  Sher- 
win ;  extra  rare  and  fine.  [See  my  acooimt  of  this  distinguished 
bibliomaniac  at  p.  802,  ante.  Sir  M.  M.  Sykes  is  in  possession 
of  Sir  'V^^lliam  Musgrave's  copy  of  the  portrait]      .  .  .      7  17    0 

Eleventh  Day's  Sale. 

80.    Sir  Francis  Willoughby  ;  with  a  view  qf  Wollaion  Hall ;  mezio- 

tint  by  T.  Man,  extra  rare.     ,  ,  ,  ,  .    18    2    6 

48.    Sir  Francis  Wortley ;  1652,  folio :  with  trophies,  books,  dx.,  by 

A.  Hertochs  :  extra  rare  and  fine,      ,  ,  .  .  .    29  10    0 

Eighteenth  Day's  Sale. 

78.  Dr.  Francis  Bernard  ;  a  touched  proof;  very  rare,  [The  reader 
may  recollect  this  sagacious  bibliomaniac,  as  noticed  at  page  816, 
ante.]  .      4  14    6 
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head — and  whether  this  latter  be  finished,  or  in  the 
oatline,  or  ghostly  white !  Then  you  must  go  to  ^A6  dreu 
of  this  supposed  portrait : — whether  full  or  plain ;  court 

Catalogue  of  Sm  Wm.  Musorate's  Pbistb. 
Twentieth  Day's  Sale. 

VO.  £    8.    d. 

85.  Sir  Matthew  lister ;  M.D  1646 ;  by  P.  Van  Somer ;  Jm  proof, 

extra  rare,        .  .  .  .  .  .    14  14   0 

86.  Humphrey  Lloyd,  of  Denbigh,  Antiquary,  estat  34, 1651.    By 

F^ber,  1717,  extra  rare  and  fine,        •  .  .  •  .470 

Twenty-first  Day's  Sale. 

9.    Sir  John  Mat-sham ;  setat  80.  .  By  R.  White,  extra  rare  and  ftme,      6   6   0 
19.    Martin  Master  ;  etat  58.  1607.    By  R.  Gaywood,  extra  rare 

aiu^  fine.  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .880 

Twenty-seyenth  Day's  Sale. 
80.    Lady  Fasten,  wife  of  Sir  William  Fasten,  by  W.  Faithome; 

extra  rare  and  fine.      .  •  .  .  .  .  .    81    0   0 

82.    Mary,  Countess  of  Fembroke,  by  Simon  Fasse,  1618.    Fine  and 

rare,     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    10   0   0 

88.    Fenelope,  Countess  of  Pembroke,  in  an  oral,  by  W.  Hollar.  More,      8   6   0 
84.    Anne  Clifford,  Countess  of  Pembroke,  by  R.  White :  extra  rare 

afid  fine.  .  .  .  .  .  •  •  .      7  17  6 

[The  prints  at  this  sale— the  catalogue  containing  823  pagee— 
were  sold  for  4987/.  17j.] 

Miscellaneous  Catalogues  of  Feints. 

First  Day's  Sale. 

58.  Richard  Cromwell,  Lord  Protector,  in  a  square.  "  This  portrait 
was  etched  by  Hollar,  but  he  was  afraid  to  put  his  name  to  it ;  and 
the  plate  was  destroyed  as  soon  as  Richard  resigned  his  pretensions 
to  the  Protectorship."    Note  by  Mr.  Hillier.     Very  rare,  .      1  10   0 

61.  Lord  Digby,  in  armour  ;  after  Yander  Borcht.    Extra  rare  and 

fine.      .  .  .  990 

64.  Robert  Devereux,  Earl  of  E^sex,  standing,  whole  length :  arm^ 

in  the  distance,  1644,  fine  and  rare,     ,  ,  ,  ,  .550 

65.  The  same,  on  horseback  :  under  the  horse  a  map  of  England.; 

1643 :  first  state  of  the  plate ;  extra  fine  and  rare,       ,  .  .900 

73.    Hollar's  own  portrait,  in  an  oval,  ffitat  40,  1647 :  vnth  variations 

in  the  arms.      ,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .330 

Sixth  Day's  Sale. 

53.    Sir  William  Fasten,  1659  :  esteemed  Faithome's  finest  portrait : 

extra  rare.         .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    10  15   0 

56.    Carew  Reynell,  from  the  Fothergill  collection :  extra  fine  and 

rare.     .  .  .  .  .  .  •  .  .     16    5    6 

62.  Prince  Rupert,  in  armour,  right  hand  on  the  hrea^:  after 
Vandyck.    Sold  by  Robert  Peake.    £xlra  fine  and  rare.  •      9    0    0 


U 
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or  conntry-fashioned  :  whether  it  have  a  hat,  or  no  hat ; 
feather,  or  no  feather ;  gloves,  or  no  gloves ;  sword,  or 
no  sword ;  and  many  other  such  momentous  points. 

MlBOELLAinSOlTB  CaTALOOUB  OF  PBIKTS. 

Thirteenth  Day's  Sale. 

hD.  £    s.  d. 

54.  King  and  Queen  of  Bohemia,  and  five  ohildren,  hy  Wm.  Passe, 
with  thirty-two  Englishes  [qu  f] ;  1621  :  fxtra  fine  and  rare^ 
The  same  plate;  with  the  additi<m  oj  five  children',  the  younged 
in  a  eradU,  .      4  11    0 

66,    The  same,  sitting  under  a  tree ;  with  four  chfldren ;  the  youngest 

playing  with  a  rabbit :  fine  and  rare.  .  .  .660 

92.    James,  Duke. of  York.:  with  the  anchor,  proc^;  very  fine  and 

rare.    (16th  day's  sale.)         .  .  .  .  .526 

72.    Sir  Francis  Winderbank  and  Lord  Finch ;  with  Fineh*s  wings 

Jlyingto  Winderbank;  extra  rare.    (19th  day.)        .  .  .    25    0    0 

A  Catalogue  cf  a  genuine  and  valuable  Collectum  qf  Englith  and 
Foreign  Po)iraits,  dx.,  aold  by  Auction  by  Mr.  Riehardton,  Feb- 
ruary  18, 1798. 

IST  DAT'8  sale. 

84.    Princess  Augusta  Maria,  daughter  of  Charles  I.  in  hat  and 

feather,  etat  15, 1646  :  by  Henry  Danckers,  1640.    Fine  and  rart^      8    8    0 

57.  Anne,  Queen  of  James  I.  with  her  daughter  Anne;  curiouily 

dreaed,  whole  length.    By  J.  Visscher  :  extra  fine  and  rare.  .      6    0    0 

41.  Mary,  Queen  of  Scotts  :  **  Bcotorumque  mmc  Begins" — in  an 
oval :  cap  adomtd  with  jewels,  feather-fan  in  her  hand,  ko.  By 
Peter  Mynginus  :  extra  fine  and  rare.  .  .  .  .      6  12    0 

58.  Prince  Frederick,  Ck>unt  PaUtine,  with  Princess  Elizabeth, 
whole  length,  superbly  dressed :  By  R.   Elstracke :  extra  fine  and 

rare.     .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    14    0    0 

1 74.    Henry  the  Eighth,  with  hat  and  feather,  large  fur  tippet :  by 

C '^{sitMB) ;  very  hue,  and  supposed  unique,  .  .  .    10  10    0 

79.  Mary,  Queen    of   Scots  :    veiTd  cross  at  her  breast :   cetaL  44, 

1583 :  extra  fine  ajid  rare.      .  .  .  .  .  .926 

80.  Queen  Elizabeth ;    superbly  dressed,   between  two  pillars :  extra 

fine  and  rare.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .    15  15    0 

A  Catalogue  of  a  valuable  and  genuine  Collection  of  Prints,  Draw- 
ings, and  elegantly  illuttraled  Books,  dec,  sold  by  auction  by  Mr. 
Richardson ;  March,  1800. 

143.  Henry,  Lord  Damley,  by  Passe ;  fine  and  very  rare.        .           .    16    0    0 

186.  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  by  Elstracke ;  extremely  fine.                .            .810 

263.  Thomas  Howard,  Earl  of  Suffolk,  by  ditto,  extra  fine  and  rare.     13    6    0 

264.  Edward 'Somerset,  Earl  of  Worcester,  by  Simon  Passe:  rare 

and  fine.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .      7  15    0 

265.  Henry  Vere,  Earl  of  Oxford,  sold  by  Compton  Holland ;  very 

rare  oMd  fine.  .  .  .  .  .  .900 
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Next  let  us  discuss  the  serious  subject  of  the  bact' 
ground ! — ^whether  it  be  square  or  oval ;  dariL  or  light ; 
put  in  or  put  out ;   stippled  or  stroked  ;  and  sundry  other 

MlBCILLANBOnB  GaTALOOUIB  OF  PBDm. 

vo.  £   f.   4L 

278.    Henxy  Wriothesly,  Earl  of  Southamptoiiy  by  Simon  Psase ; 

mod  brilliant  impreuion,  extra  rare,  .  •  .    18    5   0 

278.  Thomas  Howard,  Earl  of  Arandel,  by  the  aame  ;  mre  oimK 
veryjine.  .  .  .500 

279.  Richard  Sackville,   Eail  of  Dorset,  by  the  same  ;  extra  fine 

and  mfv— {with  a  copy  by  Thane).    .  .  .  .  .800 

280.  John  D^by,  Earl  of  Bristol ;  rare  and  fine  :  fh»n  the  Father- 
gill  CoUection.  18   0  0 

281.  Robert  Sidney,  Visooont  Lisle,  by  Simon   Paase ;   rare  and 

very  fine  .  .625 

284.    Edmund,  Baron  Sheffield :  by  Elstraoke ;  wary  fine,       .  •    14  10  0 

286.    James,  Lord  Hay,  by  Simon  Passe ;  hrilliani  vmpreition,  fine 

aiuirare.  .  .  .900 

294.    George  Mountaine,  Bishop  of  London;  G.7.  scnlpeit;  9ety 

fine  and  rtMte.  .  .  .  •  •      5 10  0 

830.    Sir  Julius  Cssar,  by  Elstracke ;  extra  fine  and  rare.       .  •    28  18  .5 

885.    Arthurus  Severus  Nonesuch  OTooIe,  by  Delaram ;   nuM  5ri{- 

liant  imprettion,  and  very  rare  (with  the  copy).  •  •    11  11   t 

867.    Sir  John  Wynn  de  Qwedir,  by  Vaughan  ;  very  rare.       .  .660 

472.    Prince  Frederic  Henry,  by  Delaram :  very  fine  and  rare.  .      5   7  8 

479.    Prince  Rupert,  by  Faithome ;  very  fine  and  rare.  .  .750 

567.    Sir  John  Hotham,  Goyemor  of  Hull ;  vkoU  length ;  extrtmdy 

rare  an<2  fine.  .  .  .  •  .  .    48   1  0 

S12,    Edward  Mascall,  by  Gammon.      .  .  .  •  .780 

046.    Edward  Wetenhall,  Bishop  of  Corke  and  Roes  ;  meszotint,  by 

Becket;/7te.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .500 

960.    Andrew  Lortie,  by  Van  Somer.    .  .  .  .  .    IS   5  0 

979.    Thomas  Cole,  large  mezzotint.      .  .  .  .  .      4 10   0 

997.    Sir  William  Portman,  mezzotint.  .  .  .  .      7  10  0 

1001.    Anthony,  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  by  Blooteling;  exceeding  fine 

impreuioH.       .  .  .  .  .  .600 

1013.    Sir  Patrick  Lyon,  of  Carse,  by  White.      .  .  .  .550 

1083.    Sir  Greville  Vemey,  by  Loggan.  .  .  .  .      5  10  0 

1045.    Marmaduke  Rawdon,  by  White ;  fine.    .  .  .  .    14   0  0 

1048.    Slingsby  Bethel,  tohole  length,   by  W.   Sherwin  (with  small 

copy).  .  .  .  .  .  •  .  .    17    5  0 

1054.    Samuel  Malines,  by  Lombart ;  very  fine.  .  .  •    18   0   0 

1057.    Thomas  Killegrew,  at  sitting  with  the  dog :  by  Faithome.  .    16   0  0 

A  Catalogue  of  a  very  choice  auemhlage  of  Enolibh  Pobt&aits, 
and  of  Foreigners  who  liave  visited  England :  ^aerving  to  ittu$' 
traU  Granqeb's  Biographigal  Hibtobt;  the  property  of 
an  eminent  Collector,  &c.  Sold  by  auction,  by  MeanrB.  King 
and  Loch€e,  April,  1810. 
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\  similar,  but  most  important,  considerations.  Again ; 
I  tiiere  are  engravings  of  different  sizes,  and  at  different 
I  periods,  of  the  same  individual,  or  object :  and  of  these, 
I  the  varieties  are  as  infinite  as  of  any  of  those  attached 
f  to  the  vegetable  system.  I  will  not  attempt  even  an 
I  outline  of  them.  But  I  had  nearly  forgotten  to  warn 
I  you,  in  your  Rembrandt  Prints,  to  look  sharply  after 
[  the  Burr ! 

Ai.MAN.     Mercy  on  us — what  is  this  Burr  ?  ! 

LvsAND.  A  slight  imperfection  only;  which,  as  it 
k  rarely  occurs,  makes  the  impression  more  valuable.  It 
I  fs  only  a  sombre  tinge  attached  to  the  copper,  before  the 
I  plate  is  sufficiently  polLshed  by  being  worked ;  and  it 
f^ves  a  smeared  effect,  like  smut  upon  a  lady's  face,  to 
■  the  impression  !  But  I  am  becoming  satirical.  Which 
■is  the  next  symptom  that  you  have  written  down  for 
Eme  to  discourse  upon  T 

Lis.  I  am  quite  attentive  to  this  delineation  of  a  Print 
[  Connoisseur;  and  will  not  fail  to  mark  all  the  Rbh- 
L  BRANDT*  varieties,  and  take  heed  to  the  Burr  ! 


luotit^ee  roultiuK  from  tbe  publication  of  Granger'B  Biographicd  History, 
capridouiDOBH  of  print-fuiciOTS  revpectiiiB  imprwriooB  is  iktir  vatioHt 
id  with  all  ihtir  ivWciiVf,— but,  that  the  pursuit  of  p[ii)n-ooLi.EaTnia  ig 
itly  and  endlass.  For  ona  '  fioa  and  rnra'  print,  by  Hollar,  Faithome, 
s,  the  PABse%  Delaram,  or  White,  how  maaj  truly  preoioim  flDd  uBOfol 
may  be  collected  ?  "  Ail  this  is  TUtly  flue  reowmiiig" — methiaki  I  hear 
eictalm— "  but  oompore  Uie  comfort  afforded  by  your  'preetoui  and 
Tolumes'  with  that  nriang  from  the  coDtemptation  of  eminent  and  eitn- 
T  chiractars,  executed  by  the  barin  of  some  of  thoso  grapbio  lieroM 
mentioned— and  bow  despicable  wilt  the  dry  unadorned  volume  appear  1 ! 
nil,  or  rajoy  day,  look  at  an  illustrated  Shakespeare,  or  Hume,  and  thea 
in  your  heart,  if  you  can,  to  depreciate  the  OltANoKltlAH  PahbIoN  11"  I 
.  the  Gran^rite  is  madder  than   the  BibliomaQtac  : — and  ao  l«t  tho 


•  All  the  boot  and  print  world  have  heard  of  Daulht's  DrirripliiK  CalatoffUi 

(V  wnribr  <j/'  Jievihrandt,  Ao.   LiTOrpool,  1796,   Sro.     The  author's  ooUeotion 

f  Bembraudt'a  pmils  (accordiug  to  a  MS.  note  preliied  to  my  copy  of  it,  whioh 

%  tipon  laiye  paper  in  4to- — of  which  onti/  fi/iy  imprasaions  were  Btmck  oB)  wae 

~  >erponl,  in    1799,   in  one  lot  j  and   piirchiwed  by   Uemra.    f^lnaghi, 

id  Vernon,  for  6101.    It  waa  sold  in  ISOO,  in  wponto  lots,  for  6aOL, 

of  eiery  ei|>enw ;  after  tlie  piirobaaon  bad   been   offered  BOW.  for 
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Lysand.    Do    so;    and    attend    the    shops    of   Mr. 
Richardson^  Mr.  Woodbum^  and  Mr.  Grave,  and  you  may 

the  aame.  Some  of  these  prints  came  into  the  posBession  of  the  late  Ifr.  Wood- 
house  (yide  p.  441,  ante) ;  and  it  is  from  the  Catalogue  of  his  CoUectioii  of 
prints  that  I  present  the  reader  with  the  following 

RSMBRikllDTIANA  ; 

beseeching  him  to  take  due  heed  to  what  Lysander  has  above  alladed  to  hj  aU 
the  Varietiet  and  the  Burr  t 

Lot    Daolby.  £    $.    d, 

6       80.    Abraham  entertaining  the  three  angels  ;  very  fine,  «nY4 
ikt  &Krr,  on,  India  'paper.  .  .  .  .      2  18   0 

10  48.  The  Angel  appearing  to  the  Shepherds;  very  Jin£^ 
pretque  ufUgue.  .  .'.600 

14  ti6.  The  flight  into  Egypt,  in  the  style  of  Elsbeimer ;  on 
India  paper,  the  1st  impression,  extremdy  rare,  .  .  .      4  18   0 

22  75.  The  Hundred  Guilder  Piece.  This  impression  on  India 
paper,  %oUh  the  burr,  is  acknowledged  by  the  g^reatest  connois- 
seurs in  this  kingdom  to  be  the  most  brilliant  extant.         .  .     42   0   0 

28  75.  Ditto,  restored  plate,  by  Capt.  Baillie,  likewise  on  India 
paper,  and  very  Jim,    .  .  .  .  .  •      2  12   5 

26  77.  The  Good  Samaritan;  the  Uf  impressioii  vith  the  while 
tail,  most  beautifully  finished,  with  a  light  point,  and  fine  hand ; 

very  fine  and  rare.      .  .  .  .550 

27  79.    Our  Lord  before  Pilate,  second  tn^tressioti  on  India  paper, 

fine  ami  scarce.  .  .  .  .  .      5  15  6 

28  79.    Same  subject,  third  impression,  with  the  mask,  extremely 

rare  :  from  the  collection  of  the  Burgomaster  Six.  .  .440 

80       84.    The  Descent  from  the  Cross.    This  print  is  beautifully 
executed,  the  composition  is  grand,  and  the  head  full  of  cha- 
racter ;  1st  and  most  brilliant  impression.       .  .  .  .     15  15    0 
89      117.     The  Rat-killor  ;  a  most  beautiful  impression.          .  .380 
42      126.     The  Marriage  of  Jason  and  Creusa  ;  a  1st   impression, 
without  the  crown,  on  India  paper,  very  brilliant.      .            .            .      4  10    0 

45  152.  The  Hog ;  a  remarkably  fine  impression,  from  Hou- 
braken's  collection :  scarce,    .  .  .  .  .  .      1  14   0 

46  154.  The  SheU.  This  piece  is  finely  executed,  and  this  im- 
pression,   with   the   white  ground,    may   be   regarded    as  pres^ue 

unique,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  •      9 10   0 

47  178.    Ledikant,  or  French  Bed.    This  is  the  entire  plate,  and 

is  a  very  gi-eoU  rarity,  ,  .  .  .  .  .4146 

56      194.    The  Woman  with  the  Arrow  :  very  scarce,  .  .      2  15   0 

61      204.    The  Three  Trees ;  as  fine  as  possible,        .  .  .      6  10    0 

63      209.    A  Village  near  a  high  road,  arched :  1st  impression  an 

India  paper,  before  the  cross  hatchings :  BOATce.  ,  .  .       4  14   6 

67      213.    A  landscape  of  an  irregular  form ;  1st  impresnon,  with 

the  burr,  very  scarce,    .  .  .  .  .  .  .      "S    0   0 

82      232.    Blement  de  JoDge ;  1st  impression,  the  upper  bar  of  the 

chair  is  left  white,  extremely  rare,       .  ,  .  .270 
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soon  have  ft  chance  of  gratifying  your  appetite  in  these 
strange  particulars.    But  beware  of  a  Hogarth  rage  ! 

Lis.    Is  that  so  formidable  ? 

Lysand.  The  longest  life  were  hardly  able  to  make 
the  collection  of  Hogurth's  prints  complete  !  The  late  ' 
Mr.  Ireland  has  been  the  Linnaeus  to  whom  we  are  in- 
debted  for  the  most  minute  and  amusing  classification 
of  the  almost  innumerable  varieties  of  the  impressions 
of  Hogarth's  plates.* 

Lot    Daulbj..  £    t,    d, 

83.    252.  Ditto,  second  impf^egtion,  very  scarce,  .        .        •        .17    0 

84  252.  Ditto,  third  impressioii,  very  fine 2  10    0 

85  253.  Abraham  France,  with  the  curtain,  on  India  paper,     ,        .550 

86  353.  Ditto:  with  the  chair,  8  18  '0 

87  254.  Ditto  ;    with  the  figwres  on  the  paper  which  he  holds  in  his 

wands.    All  these  impressioDS  are  rare  and  fine 5  10    0 

88  254.  Old  Haaring  or  Haring,  the  Bnrgo-master ;  heauHful 
impression  on  India  paper,  with  the  burr,  extremely  rare,  .        .        .770 

89  255.  Yoxing  Haaring,  beautiful  impresaion  from  Houbraken's 
collection ;  scarce, 660 

90  256.  John    Lutma;    1st  impression   b^ore   the   window,     kc, 
extremely  rare, 4  10    8 

98  257.  John  Aselyn ;       \st  impression,  with  the  easel,  extremely 

rare 926 

97  259.  Wtenbogardus,  the  Dutch  Minister  ;  a  most  beautiful  and 
brilliant  impreosion,  oval,  on  a  square  plate ;  proof,  before  the 
pillar,  arch,  verses,  or  any  inscription  :  presque  unique,  ,        .      9  19    6 

99  261.  The  Oold    Weigher;      \st   impression,    with  the    face 

BLANK,  extremely  rare,  10  10    0 

100  261.  Ditto;    a   most  beautiful   and  brilliant   impression;    and 
esteemed  the  finest  extant.     From   the  collection   of  Capt.  Baillie.     21    0    0 

101  262.  The  Little  Coppenol,   with  the  picture;    the  second  and 
rarest  impression,  generally  esteemed  the  1st;    from  the  Earl  of 

Bute's  coUoctiou.  770 

102  262.  Ditto  ;  without  the  picture,  very  fine 1  13    0 

103  263.  The  great  Coppenol,  remarkably  fine.  .        .        .        .  4  14    6 

104  265.  The  Advocate   Tol;    a  supei-b  impression,  extremely  rare 

with  the  copy.  54  12    0 

145    265.  The  Burgo-master  Six;  a  most  extraordinary  impression, 
the  name  and    age   of  the  Burgo-master  are  wanting,  and  the  two 
middle  figures  in  the  date  are  recersed  :  a  very  great  rarity.         .     36  15    0 
Perhaps  the  finest  collection  of  Rembrandt's  prints,  in  great  Britain,  is 
that  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Viscount  Fitzwilliam,  at  Richmond ;  a  nobleman 
of  extremely  retired  habits,  and  equally  distinguished  for  his  taste,  candour,  and 
erudition.     His  Paintings  and  Books  are  of  the  very  first  class. 

*  The  Marquis  of  Bute  has,  I  believe,  the  most  extraordinary  and  complete 
collection  of  Hogarth's  Prints  that  is  known.    Of  the  Election  Dinner  there 
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Lis.  I  will  stick  to  Rembrandt  and  lelhre  Hogarth 
at  rest  But  sorely,  this  rage  for  Portrait  CoOectmg 
cannot  be  of  long  duration.  It  seems  to6  preposterous 
for  men  of  sober  sense  and  matured  judg^^it  to 
yield  to. 

Lysand.  So  think  you — who  are  no  Ck>llector !  But 
had  you  accompanied  me  to  Mr.  Christie's  on  Friday* 


are  six  or  seren  yarieties ;  gloves,  and  no  gloves ;  hats,  from  one  to  the  xnoil 
ntimber ;  lemon,  and  no  lemon ;  pmich  bowl,  and  no  punch  bowL  But  cf 
these  varying  prints,  the  most  curious  is  the  one  known  by  the  name  of  3w«iuMg : 
with  a  little  boj  and  girl,  crying,  in  the  back-ground.  At  first,  Hogarth  did 
not  paint  the  girl,  and  struck  off  very  few  impressions  of  the  plate  in  this  stake 
of  ^e  picture.  A  Mend  observing  to  him  that  the  boy  was  crying  witii  bo 
apparent  cause  of  provocation,  Hogarth  put  in  the  little  girl  tantaliiing  him. 
But— happy  he  I  who  has  the  print  of  the  'Evening'  without  the  little  giri: 
fifteen  golden  guineas  (rare  things  now  to  meet  with  !)  ought  not  to  induce  Urn 
to  part  with  it.  Of  the  copper-plate  portraits  by  Hogarth,  the  original  cf 
'  Sarah  Malcolm^  executed  1782,'  is  among  the  very  rarest ;  a  copy  of  this  seOiqg 
for  71,  lit.  6d,  at  Barnard's  sale.  The  reader  has  only  to  procore  that  most 
interesting  of  all  illustrative  works,  Hogarth  JUmtraied  hjf  Johti  IreloMd,  1798^ 
(2d  edit.)  8  vols.,  Svo. ;  and,  for  a  | comparatively  trifling  sum,  he  may  be 
initiated  into  all  the  myUeries  of  Hogarthian  vut4.  The  late  Right  Hon.  W. 
Wyndham's  collection  of  Hogarth's  prints,  bequeathed  to  him  by  Mr.  Geoge 
Steevens,  was  bought  in  for  little  more  than  800  guineas. 

*  It  the  reader  casts  his  eye  upon  pages  505-6  he  will  find  that  the  ardoor  of 
print  and  portrait  collecting  has  not  abated  since  the  time  of  Sir  W.  Muagtavi. 
As  a  corroboration  of  the  truth  of  Lysander's  remark,  I  subjoin  a  spedmea 
(being  only  four  articles)  of  the  present  rage  for  '  curious  and  rare '  productions 
of  the  huritir—aa  the  aforesaid  Grangerite  (p.  507)  terms  it. 

NO.  £    t.  d, 

54.  The  Right  Honourable  and  truly  generous  Henry  Veere,  Earl 
of  Oxford,  Viscount  Bulbeck,  &c.  Lord  High  Chamberlain  of 
England.  J.  Payne  sculp.  With  a  large  hat  and  feather,  small, 
in  a  border  with  many  figures.  Will.  Passe,  sculp.  Tha 
Jenner  exc.  On  distinct  plates.  The  tnoft  briliiafU  imjnttfion  of 
a  print  qf  the  gt-eatest  rarity,  ,  ,  ,  ,  .  .  .  .  80  9  0 
63.  Oenerall  (Edward)  Ceoyll  son  to  the  Right  Honourable  the 
Earle  of  Exeter,  &c.  In  an  oval  ;  in  armour.  Simmon  Passsss, 
sculp.  Anno  1618.  Sould  in  Pope's  Head  Alley,  also  by  John 
Sudbury  and  Greorge   Humble.      Most  brilliant  impreuion    qf  <* 

print  of  the  greatest  rarity, 84    2    6 

90.  The  true  Portraicturo  of  Richard  Whitington,  thriae  Lord 
Mayor  of  London,  a  vertuous  and  godly  man,  full  of  good  workes 
(and  those  famous)  &c.  R.  Elstracke  sculp.  Aro  to  be  sold  by 
Compton  Holland  over  against  the  Exchange :  First  impressitm 
with  the  iiand  on  a  skull.  Extra  fine  and  rare 10  10    0 
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last,  yoa  would  have  had  convincing  evidence  to  the 
contrary.  A  little  folio  volume,  filled  with  one  hundred 
and  fifty-two  prints,  produced — 

Lis.    Perhaps,  Three  Hundred  Guineas  ? 

Lysand.    Just  double  the  sum,  I  believe. 

Lis.  O  rare  James  Granger — thy  immortality  is 
secured !  But  we  forget  our  symptoms  of  the  Biblio- 
mania. 

Belin.  As  I  am  the  examiner,  I  here  demand  of  you. 
Sir,  wjiat  may  be  the  meaning  of  the  fourth  symptom 
of  the  bibliomaniacal  disease,  which  you  call  Unique 
Copies  ? 

Lysand.  A  passion  for  a  book  of  which  only  one 
copy  was  printed,  or  ^which  has  any  peculiarity  about 
it*  by  either,  or    both,  of  the    foregoing    methods   of 

vo.  £  $,   d. 

152.  Moll'd  Sack ;  a  fantastic  and  humourous  Chimney-Sweeper, 
wo  called :  with  cap,  feather,  and  hice  band  :  cloak  tuck'd  up ; 
coat  ragged ;  scarf  on  his  arm  ;  left  leg  in  a  fashionable  boot, 
with  a  spur ;  on  his  right  foot  a  shoe  with  a  rose ;  sword  by  hia 
side,  and  a  holly  bush  and  pole  on  his  shoulder ;  in  his  left  hand, 
ano^er  pole  with  a  horn  on  it ;  a  pipe,  out  of  which  issues  smoke, 
is  in  his  right  hand ;  at  the  bottom  are  eight  verses  (as  given  in 
Granger,  vol.  iL,  p.  61).  Are  to  be  sold  by  Compton  Holland 
over  against  the  Exchange,  with  further  manuscript  account  by  a 
provost  of  Et<»n.     Coiitidered  Unique  [but  not  so].  .        .        .    42  10    6 

*  Let  us  again  quote  a  stanza  from  the  'Aspirant :' 

FOURTH  MAXIM. 

Who  in  aU  copies  flodB  delight— 

The  wrong  not  scenting  from  the  right— 

And,  with  a  choiceless  appetite, 

Just  comes  to  feed,  .  .  .  like  Soph,  or  Templar, 
Out  on  his  iron  stomach  ! — we 
Have  rarities  we  merely  «ee. 
Nor  taste  our  Phoenix  though  it  be .  .  . 

Serv'd  up  in  the  "  Ukiqus  Exkmplab,'* 

BQtliowpKia,  p.  v. 

One  of  the  most  ciuious  proofs  of  the  seductive  popularity  of  unique  copies 
may  be  drawn  from  the  following]  excerpt  from  a  catalogue  of  a  Library  sold  at 
Utrecht  in  1776 ;  which  was  furnished  me  by  Mr.  H.  Ellis  from  a  copy  of  the 
catalogue  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Cayley  of  the  Augmentation  Office. 

vo.' 
6870.  Les  Avantures  de  Telemaquo,  %^.  Rotterd.    av.  fig.  en.  cart.     'Get  exem- 
plaire   est   tout   ftarbouilU.       Mais  11  est  de   la  main    de  la  jeune  PriuceMe 
WU/ielmine  Atigiitte  de  Saxc-  Weimar^  qui  y  a  ainprli  le  Fi-anfoi^  en  1701  !  !  I* 
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illustration — or  which  is  remarkable  for  its  size,  beantj, 
and  condition^-or  has  any  embellishment,  rare,  pre- 
cious and  invaluable — which  the  researches  of  the  most 
sedulous  bibliomaniac,  for  three  and  thirty  long  years, 
would  not  be  able  to  produce — is  indicative  of  a  nge 
for  unique  copies;    and  is  unquestionably  a  strong  pre- 

I  will  mention  a  onique  copj  of  a  somewhat  different  cast  of  ohanoter.    Of 
the  magnificent  and  matchless  edition  of  Shakspeare,   pripted  bj  Mr.  Bvfaesr 
and  published  bj  Mr.   Nicols,  between   the  years  1790  and  1805,  thera  wsro 
one  hundred  copies,  of  the  first  six  plays  only,  struck  off  upon  imperial  folio,  or 
.  Colombier  paper ;  in  which  the  large  engravings,  published  at  the  Shakspeiie 
Oallery  (now  the  British  Institution)  might  be  inoorpontted  and  boond  upi 
The  late  George  Steevens  undertook  the  revision  of  the  text,  intending  to  oooa- 
plete  the  entire  plays  in  a  similar  form  ;  but  the  trouble  and  expense  alteoding 
this  part  of  the  undertaking  were  so  great  that  the  further  prosecution  of  it  was 
abandoned.    Mr.  Bulmer  preserved  the  whole  of  the  proof-sheets  of  this  partisl 
Colombier  impression  ;  and  to  form  a  '  unique  edition'  (these  are  his  own  woidf) 
he  bound  them  up  iu  the  exact  order  in  which^the  plays  were  printed.    On  tiM 
margins  of  many  of  the  sheets,  besides  the  various  corrections,  emendations,  tad 
notes  to  the  printer,  by  Mr.  Steevens,  there  are  some  original  sonneta,  a  sosae 
for  a  burlesque  tragedy,  and  other  happy  effusions  from  the  pen  of  tiie  auae 
elegant  and  learned  editor.    Need  I  ask  the  reader,  whether  he  would  haveibs 
harbouilU  (unique)    copy  of    Telemaque  of   the  young    Princesse  WflhelniM 
Auguste  de  Saxe- Weimar  (like  the  Vicar  of  Wakefield,  I  like  to  give  the  M^ 
name)  or  Mr.   Bulmer's  similar  oopy  of  Shakspeare?    The   difference  would 
soon  be  found  in  King  Street  or  the  Strand  1    I  must  mention  one  more  ex- 
ample— of  a  nature  different  from  both  the  preceding  -of  what  Lysander  hai 
above,  elaborately,  and  perhaps,  a  little  confusedly,  described  as  unique  eopiM. 
It  is  Colonel   Stanley's   copy  of  De  Bry   (see  a  superb   one   before   noticed) 
which  is  bound  in  seven  folio  voliunos,   in  blue  morocco,  by   Padaloup,  and  is 
considered  superior  to  every  known  copy.     It  contains  all  the  maps  and  printB^ 
with  their  variations,  according  to  the  BUdiographie  Itigintctlve,  n^.  4230,  Cat 
de  Paris  de  Meyzieu.VI^O  ;   do.  486»  Cat.  de  SarUander,  no.  3690;   and  Camu*  m 
le4  Collections  des  Orands  et  Petiis  Voyages,  1802,  4to.  :  with  both  editions  of  ^ 
first  nine  parts  of  the  West  Indies,  and  duplicates  of  parts  x.  and  xL    It  has 
also  a  considerable  number  of  duplicate  plates,  where  a  superior  impression  could 
be  procured  at  any  expense.     The  owner  of  this   unique  copy,  of  a  work  un- 
rivaled for  its  utility  and  elegance,  is  distinguished  for  a  noble  collection,  bound 
by  our  choicest  binders,  in  whatever  is  splendid  and  precious  in  the  Belles  lAVcn^ 

Voyages,  and  Travels.     Take  two  more  illustrations,  kind-hearted  reader! 

Ooldsmith's  Deserted  Village,  1802.  Mr.  Bulmer  printed  a  single  copy  of  thii 
beautiful  poem,  in  quarto,  UPON  satin— picked  and  prepared  in  a  very  ouriooi 
manner.    It  was  purchased  by  a  foreigner.     His  impressions  UPON  VELLUX  sre 

noticed,  post. Falconer's  Sfupwreck,  1804,  8vo.     Mr.  Miller  caused  two  copm 

only  (is  is  almost  unique  !)  of  this  beautiful  edition,  printed  by  Bensley,  to 
be'  struck  off  UPON  SATIN,  in  imperial  8vo.  One  of  these  oopiea  now  remaios 
with  him  for  sale. 
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Tailing'  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania.     Let  mc    therefore 
urgre  every  sober  and  cautious  collector  oot    to   be    fas- 
cinated by  the  terms  "  Curiom  and  rare  ;"  which  '  in  slim 
I  italica'   (to  copy    Dr.    Ferriar'a  happy  expression  *)  are 
I  studiously    introduced    into    Booksellers'    catalogues    to 
I  lead   the   unwary   astray.     Such  a   Collector  may  fancy 
himself  proof  against  the  temptation  ;  and  will,  in  con- 
L  aeqiiencc,   call   only  to  look  at  this  unique   book,   or   set 
I  of  books ;  but — led  away  by  the  passion  which  inflamed 
I  Berryer  aud  CAiLLARof — when  he  views  the  morocco 

*  The  passage,  abova  alludod  to,  is  ui  fbllowa  : 

AC  n'rr  inctfon,  bent  on  fmh  inppllai, 
Hs  Miu  Ui  catatogoa  wllh  iiiilnaB  eye*  : 
'Wban'ar  tin  iUid  lUllol  mirli  tho  p>|{a, 
Curimii  imil  ran  b(l  udSDt  ninil  cngoga, 

r/ie«lW;omnnia;  V.  M. 

T[7or,  the  (Bther-ic-Uw  of  Lamoignon,  ii 

Tbo  reiular  is  hero  preseotod  with  a  more  liuiabed 

tiX  of  this  oitraordinary  bibliomADiiia :  a  portrait,  wliich  will  eioite  bin 

tabonuded  admlntioii,  it  not  earf  I— for  luoh  a  careful  and  valuptuona  ooUector, 

regard  to  hiiidijig,  wae,  I  buliore,  uerer  before  known ;  nor  haa  be  beon  ainoe 

dip»d.     ■  M.  Berrjor,  nuccossiveinerit  Seortitaire  d'EUt  au  D^partemsnt  de  la 

[arlne,   Mioiatre,   puis  Garde  des  Sceaux  de  Fnmce,  fe'4(toit  oocup^  pendant 

rts  de  quoisDta  ajm^es  \  ■«  former  un  cabiaet  dm  plus  bsaiix  livn»  groca 

I  latlDi,  BQdeDDn  fditians,  aoit  de  Franoe,  toit  des  pays  ^Erangon,  bx.     Par 

in  et  ime  patfence  lofatigabloB,  \  I'aidB  do  plorisan  o(Kip£rat<nira  tc\n\rfm, 

>  niSme  en  Kbliogrnphia,   qui  oonnolaaoiont  Ma  ftadea,   d.5laaemsat  ds 

Uwe^  il   avoit  recuuilli  tea  plus  beUeo  jditioni ;    de  telle  aorte  qu'il   ■ 

|:touiouni  in  Bfl  procurer  nn  eiemplalre  porfait  da  obaque  Edition  par  ua  moyen 

nrimple  qaoique  dispondieuK.    8t  lee  Catatogusa  d<a  Tsntcs  publiquea  lui  appre- 

n  oxemplaire  jtla*  heaa,  jilm  frald  lit  narge,  ninuoM- 

bc,  que  ceiui  qu'il  po«i<dait,  il  le  fasolt  acqultrir  sana 

■VBnibBrraaier  du  prix,  ut  il  i»  d£tai«Ht  ^  perts  de  l'eum|ilfure  moina  beau.     Ls 

Lsujeure  partle  des  auteurs  andena  at  modemu  de  aon  oubtneta  €16  obangfie  hult 

I  on  dii  foia  de  cette  mani^.     tl  nei'arrftotC  qu'apr^  s'fitre  awur^  qu'il  avoit 

I  J(  pliu  hel  txtnplairi  oinas,  soit  pour  la  mai^,  noil  pour  la  torca  du  papier, 

I  Wit  pour  la  magBillconco  do  !a  conserratioa  et,  iCt  la  rrlitHre.'     '  A  regard  des 

I   miTngea  d'editiona  niodomra,  lattan  celles  liutaii  en  pa3^  (^danger,  M.   Bonyer 

I  TODloit  lai  avoir  en  fouillca  :  il  on  fsisoit  cboinr,  dam  pluiioura  cioaiplairce,  on 

I  |»rfwl,  et  il  le  fuaoit  relier  r.n  naro^ntn  dt  cioix  ;  lo  Miniitere  de  la  Marina 

I  qn'il  avoit  rempli,  lui  ayant  donag  toutea  lee  faoillt^e  d'en  6in>  abondammoat  et 

■  ■dilementpourvu  dans  toutea  loa  Bcbellea  du  Levant     On  oolIatianDoit  enauite 

I  pour  verifier  a"  iJ   n'y  avoit  ni  tranaposition,  ni   omiuion   de  fenillea  oa   da 

|«gB«!ll'     CaL    M.    Lamoignm,    J7&1.    pref.    p.    ij,   iij.     Berryer  wa«  atiebtly 

wpied  by  Cailbird  (ol  whom  a«e  p.  78,  auto)  in  the  luiury  of  UxJi-biiulaiff. 

•M.  dullard  avoit  lo  «oin  lU/airt  ntina-  preaque  tons  livreaqu'iltwaiMt  relier, 

3  I, 
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binding,  silk  water-tabby  -lining,  blazing  gilt  edges; 
when  he  turns  over  the  white  and  unspotted  leaves ;  gazes 
on  the  amplitude  of  margin  ;  on  a  rare  and  lovely  print 
introduced ;  and  is  charmed  with  the  soft  and  coaxing 
manner  in  which,  by  the  skill  of  Herring,  Mackinlay, 
Rod  well,  Lewis,  or  Faulkener,  "leaf  succeeds  to  leaf" — 
he  can  no  longer  bear  up  against  the  temptation ;  and, 
confessing  himself  vanquished,  purchases,  and  retreats 
— exclaiming  with  Virgil's  shepherd 

XJt  vidi,  ut  peril — ut  me  malus  abstnlit  error ! 

Belin.  For  the  benefit — not  of  the  '  Country  Crentle- 
men,'  but — of  the  '  Country  Ladies,'  do  pray  translate 
these  Latin  words.  We  are  always  interested  about  the 
pastoral  life. 

Lis.  It  only  means,  Belinda,  that  this  said  shejAerd 
was  blockhead  enough  to  keep  gazing  upon  his  beloved 
fair,  although  every  glance  shot  him  through  the  heart, 

et  prinoipalement  les  grands  ouvrages ;  qu'il  est  difficile  d*aToir  parfaitoiMBl 
reli^  sans  ce  proced^.'  Cai.  de  Caillard:  p.  z.  (avertisement.)  Bat  I  know 
DOt  whether  Caillard  did  not  catoh  the  phrensy  from  the  elder  MirabeaiL  bk 
the  catalogue  of  his  books,  p.  ii.,  we  are  thus  told  of  him  : — '  racquisition  d^m 
*  heau  Hvre  lui  causoit  des  transports  de  joie  inexprimables  :  il  Texaminoity  fad- 
miriot :  il  vouloit  que  chacun  partag6at  avcc  lui  le  mdme  enthoiisiasme.'  ffii 
biographer  properly  adds :  '  De  quelle  surprise  n*auroit-oD  pas  €t^,  si  Ton  eAt 
su  que  c'otoit  la  lo  m6mo  horn  mo  qui,  du  haut  de  la  tribune,  faisoit  trembler  les 
despotos  ot  les  factieux  ! '  Pondor  bore,  gentle  reader,  upon  the  effects  of  a 
beautiful  book!  Let  no  one,  however,  imagine  that  we  graoe  ^EnglithmcH,  are 
averse  or  indifferent  to  '  le  luxe  do  la^relioure' ! !  No  :  at  this  present  momeoty 
we  havo  the  best  bookbinders  in  Europe  ;  nor  do  we  want  good  authority  for 
the  encouragement  of  this  fascinating  department  relating  to  the  Bibliomania 
Bead  here  what  Mr.  Roscoo  hath  so  eloquently  written  in  commendation  of  it : 
'  A  taste  for  the  exterior  decoration  of  books  has  lately  arisen  in  this  cooatiy, 
in  the  gratification  of  which  no  small  share  of  ingenuity  has  been  displayed; 
but  if  we  are  to  judge  of  the  present  predilection  for  learning  by  the  degree  o( 
expense  thus  incurred,  we  must  consider  it  as  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  thfl 
Bomans  during  the  times  of  the  first  £mi>eror8,  or  of  the  Italians  at  the  15th 
century.  And  yet  it  is,  perhaps,  difficult  to  discover  why  a  FAVOimm  BOOK 
should  not  bo  as  proper  an  object  of  elegant  ornament  as  the  head  of  a  oaiia» 
the  hilt  of  a  sword,  or  the  latchet  of  a  shoe.*  Lorenzo  de  Medici ;  voL  iL,  79, 
8vo.  edition.  Did  Qeyler  allude  to  such  bibliomaniacs  in  the  following  aonteaee? 
Sunt  qui  libros  inaurant  et  serica  tegimenta  apponunt  preciosa  et  superba. 
Grandis  hnoc  fatuitas  !  Navicula,  give  Speculum  Faiuorum ;  (Navis  StnltiiiBn) 
tigii.  B.  V.  reo. 
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and  killcd  him  a  hundred  times.  Still  he  caressed  the 
cause  of  his  ruin.  And  so  bibliomaniacs  hug  the  very 
volumes  of  which  they  oftentimes  know  they  cannot 
afford  the  purchase  money !  I  have  not  forgotten  your 
account  of  Dr.  Dee  :*  but  the  ladies  were  then  absent. 

Bblin.  Well,  let  us  now  go  on  to  the  explanation  of 
the  fifth  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania  ;  which  you  have 
called.  Copies  printed  upon  vellum  ! 

Lysand.    a  desire  for  books  printed  in  this  mannerf 

*  See  p.  262,  ante. 

i*  William  Horman,  who  was  head  master  of  Eton  school  at  the  opening  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  was,  I  apprehend,  the  earliest  writer  in  this  country  who 
propagated  those  symptoms  of  the  Bibliomania  indicative  of  a  passion  for  large 
paper  and  vellum  copies ;  for  thus  writes  the  said  Horman,  in  his  Vulgaria, 
printed  by  Pynson,  in  folio,  1519 :  a  book,  curious  and  interesting  upon  every 
aooount.  '  The  greatest  and  highest  of  price,  is  paper  imperial.  (Herbert, 
Tol  i.,  p.  265.)  Patrihment  leatfes  he  wont  to  be  ruled,  that  there  may  be  a 
C9wuly  margerU  :  also,  strait  lines  of  equal  distance  be  draw[en]  within,  that  the 
writing  may  shew  fair,'  fol.  82.  From  these  two  sentences  (without  quoting 
Herman's  praise  of  the  presses  of  Froben  and  Aldus ;  fol.  87)  I  think  it  may 
be  fairly  inferred  that  a  love  of  large  paper  and  vellum  copies  was  b^pmning  to 
display  itself  in  the  period  just  mentioned.  That  this  love  or  passion  is  now 
eagerly  4md  generally  evinced,  I  shall  proceed  to  give  abimdant  proof ;  but  first 
let  me  not  foxget  our  bibliomaniacal  satirist : 

FIFTH  MAXIM. 

Who  blindly  take  the  book  display'd 

By  pettifoggers  in  the  trade. 

Nor  ask  of  what  the  leaf  was  made, 

That  $eevis  like  paper — I  can  tell  'em, 
That  though  'tis  possible  to  squint 
Through  any  page  with  letters  in't, 
No  copy,  though  an  angel  print. 

Beads  elegantly— but  '*ob  tellum.  " 

BibHoMophia^  p,  VI. 

\  proceed  to  give  evidence  of  the  present  passion  which  prevails,  respecting 
books  of  the  description  of  which  we  are  now  speaking,  by  extracting  a  few 
articles  from  the  library  of  which  such  honourable  mention  was  made  at  p.  448-9, 
ante.    They  are  all 

Works  printed  upon  Vblluh. 

HO.  £    t.   d, 

241.  Epistolffi  Beati  JeronimL  Impressio  Moguntinss  facta  per 
Yirum  famatimi  in  hsso  arto  Petrum  Schoififer  de  Gemsheym, 
2  vols.,  1470.      A  fine  tptcimen  of  a  grand  book,  tuperhly  hound 

in  blue  turkey.    Folio 2870 

242.  Sexti  Decretalium  Opus  prsdclarum  Bonifacii  vii.,  Pont  Max. 
In  Nobili  Urbe    Mogunda   non    Atramento    h   plumali    ere&que 

2  L  2 


y 
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is  an  equally  strong  and  general  symptom  of  the  BiMo- 
mania ;  but,  as  these  works  are  rarely  to  be  obtained  of 
modem  date,  the  collector  is  obliged  to  have  recourse 

Works  printed  upon  vbllum. 

Pennft  Cann&ve   per    Potrom  Soboiffer  de  GerDsheym    oonsnxn- 
matam.      A.D.  1476.      A  most  heaiUifiU  work,   superbly  bound  «» 

blue  turkey 19  19   0 

258.  CoDstitutiones  ClementiB  Papes  Quint!,  unli  oom  appanta 
Domini  JoanDis  Andrese.  Venetiis  impress.  Ere  atque  IndnstriA 
Nioolai  Jenson  GkJlici,  1476.  A  tnost  beautiful  »pecime»  of  eleem 
vellum,  with  a  fine  illumination,  bound  tn  purple  velvet.    Folio.        •     21  10   0 

244.  LeoDora,  from  the  German  of  Burgher,  by  Mr.  Spencer,  with 
tbe  designs  of  Lady  Diana  Beauclerc,  1796.    Folio.        .        .        .    25    4   0 
A   beautiful  unique  copy,  with  the  plates  worked  on  mUin,   tuperhbf 

bound  in  blue  turkey, 

245.  Diyden's   Fables,   with    engravings  from  the  pencil  of  Lady 
i*                                                     Beandero.     A  beautiful  unique  copy,  splendidly  bound  in  moroeeo, 

with  the  plates  worked  on  satin. 84  IS   0 

246.  Missale  Monasticum  secundum  Bitum  et  consuetudinem  Or- 
dinis  Gallffi  Umbrosss.  Yeuetiis,  per  Ant.  de  Giunta  Florentinum, 
1508.  A  most  beautiful  copy  of  a  very  rare  book,  with  plates  and 
illuminations,  bound  in  morocco.    Folio. 18  ^   6 

247.  Postilla  super  Libros  N.  Testamenti  Fratris  Nicolai  de  Lyra. 
Venet.  per  Joan,  de  Colonia  et  Nic.  Jenron,  1481.  A  fins 
specimen  of  beautiful  vellum,  with  illuminations,  bound  «»  (due 
turkey.    FoUo.  17 17   0 

248.  The  G^erman  Bible,  by  Martin  Luther,  2  vols.  Angspaig, 
1585,  folio.  A  most  fair,  and  beautiful  copy,  with  coloured  plates, 
in  the  finest  preservation,  and  bound  in  crimson  velvet,  with  two 
cases.  — '  The  copies  on  vellum  of  this  fine  edition  were  printed 
at  the  chains  of  John  Frederick,  Elector  of  Saxony,  (vide  Pan- 
zer).'   FoUo 62  10   0 

249.  Le  Livre  de  Jehan  Bocasse  de  la  Louenge  et  Yertn  des  nobles 
et  Cleres  Dames.  Paris,  par  AnL  Verard,  1493.  A  beautiful 
work,  with  curiotu  tlluminatums,  finely  bound  in  blue  turkey. 
Folio 14  14   0 

250.  Vii^lii  Opera  cur&  Brunck.  Ai^ntorati,  1789.  An  unique 
copy,  hound  in  morocco,  with  a  com.    Quarto.  .        .        .        .    88  12   0 

251.  Somerrile's  Chace,  a  Poem,  with  fine  plates  on  wood,  by 
Bewick.  Printed  by  Bulmer,  1796.  Quarto.  A  beautiful  unique 
copy,  splendidly  hound  in  green  morocco, 15    4   0 

252.  Poems  by  (goldsmith  and  Pamell,  with  fine  phites  on  wood  by 
Bewick.  iSinted  by  Bulmer,  1795.  A  beautiful  unique  copy, 
superbly  bound  in  preen  morocco -    15  15   0 

253.  The  Gardens,  a  poem,  by  the  Abbe  de  Lisle,  with  fine  plates 
by  Bartolozzi,  coloured.  Printed  by  Bensley,  1798.  A  fine  book, 
and  hound  in  green  morocco.    Quarto. 14    8   6 
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to  specimens  executed,  three  centuries  ago,  in  the 
printing  offices  of  Aldus,  Verard,  or  the  Giunti.  Al- 
though   the  BibUotheque    Imperiale,  at  Paris,    and    the 

Works  FBOfTBD  ufov  Vsllum. 
HO.  £   t,    d. 

264.  The  Castle  of  Otranto,  by  the  Earl  of    Oxford.      Printed   at 

Parma,  1791.    A  fine  copy  elegantly  hound  in  blue  moroeco.    Quarto.  18    2    6 
256.    Coustomee  da  Pais  de  Normandie.    Bonen,  1588.      A  beautiful 
unique    copy,    on  fine  white  vellum,   the   preeeniaiion  copy  to  the 
Duke  de  Joyeuu  ;  in  old  morocco,  .  •         .  .  .  .  14    8    6 

256.  P.  Yirgilii  Maronis  Codex  antiquiBsimas  iu  Bibliotheca  Me- 
diceo-Laurentiana.    Florent.  1741.     A  curioue  facnmile  of  the  old 

MS.  bound  in  yellow  moroeco,  4to.         .  .  .  ,  .  17  17    0 

267.  Junius's  Letters,  4  vols.,  8to.     Printed  by  Bensley,i  1796.     A 

beautiful  unique  copy,  with  the  plates  aieo  worked  on  vellum,  bound  i% 
moroeco,  .  .  .  .  25    4    0 

268.  n  Castello  di  Otranto,  storia  Ootica,  Lend.  1796.  BeauJUfuay 
printed,  with  fine  cuts,  UlumiruUed,  bound  in  mwoeoo,  ,  .    4  16    0 

259.  Milton's  Paradise  Regained,  Poems,  and  Sonnets,  and  Latin 
Poems,  with  notes,  3  vols.      Printed  by  Bensley,  1796,  8vo.    A 

unique  and  beautiful  copy,  bound  in  blue  turkey,  .  .  .  17    6    6 

260.  La  Guirlande  de  Julie  o£ferte  a  Mademoiselle  de  Rambouillet, 
par  le  Marq.  de  Montausier.  Paris  de  I'lmprim.  de  Monsieur, 
1784,  8yo.  'This  matchless  book  is  embelli^ed  with  exquisite 
miniatures,  paintings  of  flowers,  and  wreaths  of  flowers,  to  illus- 
trate the  work,  and  is  one  of  the  most  exquisite  performanoes 
ever  produced  ;'  superbly  bound  in  green  morocco, 

[80  guineas  were  bidden;  but    the  book  was    passed    on    and 
not  sold.] 

261.  La  Vedova,  Commedia  faoetissima  di  Nia  Buonaparte  Cittadino 
Florentine.  Paris,  1803,  8yo.  A  curious  work  by  an  ancestor 
of  the  First  Consul ;  a  beautiful  unique  copy,  superbly  bound  in  red 
morocco,  .  .  .  .  .440 

262.  The  Old  English  Baron,  a  Gothio  story,  by  Clara  Reeve,  1794, 

8vo.      Richly  bound  in  blue  turkey,  .  .  .  .200 

263.  The  (Economy  of  Human  Life,  with  fine  plates,  1795.  A 
beautiful  unique  copy,  with  the  plates  finely  tinted  in  colours  and 
superbly  bound  in  viorooco,  8vo.  .  .  .  .  .  15  15    Q 

264.  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin's  Works.        Paris,  1795,  8vo.       A    beau^ 

iiful  unique  copy,  and  bound  in  crimson  velvet.  .  .  .500 

265.  The  Dance  of  Death.  Painted  by  Holbein,  and  engraved  by 
Hollar,  a  beautiful  unique  copy,  with  the  plates  exquisitely  painted, 

and  very  richly  bound  in  red  morocco,  .■  .  .  .  17  17     0 

266.  La  Gerusalemme  liberata  di  Torquato  Tasso,  4  vols.      Parigi 

Presso  Molini,  1783,  8vo.      A  beautiful  copy,  bound  in  green  morocco,    9  19    6 

267.  Catullus,  Tibullus,  et  Propertius,  3  vols.  Par.  ap.  Coustelier, 
1743,  8vo.     A    singularly  beautiful  copy,  and  bound  in  old  blue 

turkey,  .  .  .  14  14    0 
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library  of  Count  McCarthy,  at  Toulouse,  are  said  to 
contain  the  greatest  number  of  books,  printed  upon 
yellum,  yet,  those  who  haye  been  fortunate  enough  to 


WOBKB  PbIRTKD  UFOV  VKLLITX. 

vo.  £  t.   d, 

268.  Opere  Toscane  di  Luigi  AlamMfmi.  LeonL  ap.   GrypldAy  15G2. 
A  most  heaut\ful  copy,  prettnUd  to  King  Franeit  I.   qf   Ihutet: 

old  moroeeo,  .660 

269.  A  New  Testament  in   German.     Augsburg,    153^    12ma     A 

fine  oop7,  with  illuminations,  of  a  very  rare  edition.  .  .270 

Lysander  has  above  noticed  the  collection  of  Count  M'Oartlij  of  TooloaM. 
By  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Boche,  banker,  at  Cork,  I  learn  that  this  ooUeetioo. 
'is  a  truly  splendid  one.'  The  possessor's  talents  are  not  confined  to  the  partial 
walk  of  bibliography :  in  his  younger  years,  he  was  considered  one  of  tlM  fint 
gentlemen-violin  players  in  Europe.  He  quitted  Ireland  forty  yean  ago,  and 
now  resides  at  Toulouse,  in  hisZOth  year,  surrounded  by  a  numerous  and  respect- 
able family.  His  leading  passion,  in  book-collecting,  (l&e  his  oountryman's,  poor 
Bir.  Quin— who  gave  170  guineas  for  the  Spira  Vii^l  of  1470,  in  uumbroMitl) 
is  nuurked  by  a  fondness  for  works  printed  upon  vellum.     From  Mr.  Bochei,  Mr. 

Edwards,  and  other  quarters,  I  am  enabled  to  present  the  reader  with  a  Ikt  of 

tkfewot 

CouKT  M'Cartht's  Books  xtfon  Vellum. 

Psalmorum  Codex ;                         Mogunt,  Fust  and  S^oiffer.  Folio,  1157. 

;                           ibid,           apudeosdtm,  FoUo^  145iL 

Durandi  Rationale ; '                        ibid,           ajmd  eosdem.  Folio,  14BB- 

Clementis  Papa  V.  ConstOutiones ;  ibid.           apud  eosdem.  Folio,  IISOL 

ibid.           apud  eosdem.  Fd&o,  1I67* 


Catholicon ;  ibid.  apud  eosdem.  FoHo,    IMIl 

Biblia  Sacra  Latina ;  ibid.  apud  eosdem.  Folio,    1461 

I  [His  Majesty  and  Earl  Spencer  possess  similar  copies  of  these  worka] 

'  Franciscus  do  Rctras  Cemment.  Vitionim ;  Nurenib.  Folio,    li70. 

Hieronimi  Epistolas  ;  Mogunt.        Fust  and  Schoiffer.         Folio,    1^0. 

(Another  copy  :  very  largo  thick  paper.) 
Priscianus  do  Art.  Grammat.         Vtnet,  Vin.  Spira.  Folio,    l^Ol 

(See  p.  407,  ante.) 
Liber  Sextus  Decretalium  Bonif.  Papad  VIII.    Moguni.  Folio,    147QL 

Guarini  Regulao ;  *  Quarto,    1I70L 

Quiotiliani  lustitutiones ;  Jenson,  Folio,    147L 

Bapti)^  de  Albert!  de  Amore  ;  Quarto,    147L 

de  Amoris  Remedio :  Quarto,    1471* 

I  Biblia  in  Ling.  Volg.  FoUo,  1471,  2  t«ia 

}  Historia  Natur.  de  Plinio  tradotto  da  Landino  ;  Jenson,  VeneL     1476. 

(A  similar  copy  is  in  Mr.  Coke's  library  at  Holkam  ; 
illuminated,  and  in  magnificent  condition.) 
Biblia  Sacra  Polyglotta ;  Ximenis ;  Complui,  Folio,  1516,  &e.,  6  voi& 

(See  page  407,  ante ;  for  a  brief  account  of  thb  ex- 
traordinary copy.) 
^  Plutarchi  Vita)  (Lat.);  Venei.  N.  Jenson.  FoUo,  1478.  vol  1. 

■ 
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see  copies  of  this  kind  in  the  libraries  of  his  Majesty, 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough^  Earl  Spencer,  Mr.  Johnes, 
and  the  late  Mr.  Cracherode  (which  latter  is  now  in  the 
British  Museum)  need  not  travel  on  the  Continent  for 
the  sake  of  being  convinced  of  their  exquisite  beauty 
and  splendour.  An  unique  copy  of  the  first  Livy,  upon 
vellum,  (of  which  the  owner  has  excited  the  envy  of 
foreigners)  is  a  library  of  itself  ! — and  the  existence  of 
vellum  copies  of  Wynkyn  De  Worde's  reprint  of  Juliana 
Barnes's  Book  of  Hawking,  b;c.,  complete  in  every  re- 
spect, (to  say  nothing  of  his  Majesty's  similar  copy  of 
Caxton's  Doctrinal  of  Sapience,  in  the  finest  preservation) 

CouHT  M'Cartht's  Books  upon  Vbllum. 

Aristotelis  Opera  Varia  (Lat) ;        VeneL  FoUo,    1483.  3  voIb. 

(This  was  the  Picelli  copy,  and  was  purchased  for  73^  lOi.) 
Statii  AchiUes ;  Brixug.  FoUo,  1436. 

Chroniques  de  France,  dictes  de  St.   Denys;  Paris,     Folio,  1493.  yol.  2  &  3. 
Anthologia  GrsBca  ; 
Lancelot  du  Lao ; 
Boocace  des  nobles  Malheurenx 
Appollonius  Rhodius ; 
Destruction  de  Troy  lo  Grant ; 
PoIiphUi  Hyperonotomachia ; 
Mer  des  Histores ; 
Monstrelet  Chroniquo  de ; 
Roman  de  la  Rose ; 

de  Tristan ; 

— : —  d*  Ogier  le  Danois  ; 
de  Melis  et  Lenin ; 

I  have  heard  that  Count  M'Carthy's  books  do  not  exceed  4000  in  number  ;  and 
of  these,  perhaps,  no  private  collector  in  Euiope  has  an  equal  number  printed 
upon  vellum.  In  our  own  country,  however,  tho  finest  vellum  library  in  the 
world  might  be  composed  from  the  collections  of  His  Majesty,  tho  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  Earl  Spencer,  Sir  M.  M.  Sykes,  Bart,  Mr.  Johnes,  Mr.  Coke, 
and  the  Quin  collection.  Yet  let  us  not  forgot  the  finest  vellum  copy  in  the 
world  of  the  first  edition  of  ArUtotU's  vorks  (wanting  one  volume)  which  may 
be  seen  in  the  library  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford.  Of  Mr.  Edward's 
timilar  copy  of  the  Jirst  Livy,  Lysander  and  myself  (vide  Part  III.)  have  spoken 
like  honest  bibliomaniacs.  Earl  Spencer  posse&s&s  the  rival  volume,  printed  by 
the  same  printers,  (Sweynheym  and  I'annartz)  and  ujwn  the  same  material,  in 
his  Pliny  Senior  of  1470— But  let  all  quiet  bibliomaniacs  wait  with  patience  till 
the  work  of  Mens.  Praet  upon  this  subject,  alluded  to  at  p.  68,  ante,  shall  have 
made  its  appearance  !  and  then — let  us  see  whether  we  can  prevail  upon  some 
Gnome  to- transport  to  us,  through  the  '  thin  air,'  Pynson's  *Ship  of  Fools*  UPOH 
VELLUM  ! ! 


Florent, 

Quarto,  1494. 

Paris, 

Verard, 

Folio,  1494.  vol.  2. 

ibid. 

FoUo,  1494. 

FloreiU, 

Quarto,  1496. 

Paris, 

Folio,  1498. 

Venet, 

Folio,  1499. 

Paris. 

Folio,  (no  date)  2 

vols. 

Paris, 

Folio,  (no  date)  3 

vols. 

Paris. 

Verard. 

Folio,  (no  date) 

ihid. 

id. 

(no  date) 

ibid. 

id. 

(no  date) 

ibid. 

id. 

(no  date) 
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are  sufficient  demonstrations  of  the  prevalance  of  this 
symptoms  of  the  Bibliomania  in  the  times  of  onr  fore- 
fkthers ;  so  that  it  cannot  be  said^  as  some  have  asserted, 
to  haye  appeared  entirely  within  the  last  half  century. 

Lis.  Are  we  as  successful  in  printing  upon  yellnm  as 
were  our  forefathers? 

Lysand.  Certainly  not;  if  we  except  some  €)£  the 
works  from  the  press  of  Bodoni — ^which  are  oftentimes 
truly  brilliant.  But  the  fault,  in  general,  is  rather  in 
the  preparation  of  the  yellum  than  in  the  execution  of 
the  press-work. 

LoREN.  You  haye  seen,  lisardo,  my  small 
yolumes  of  ^Heures/  or  *  Missals,'  as  they  are  called; 
some  of  them  in  MS.  and  others  in  print — and  what  can 
be  more  delicate  than  the  texture  of  the  yellum  leayes, 
or  more  perfect  than  the  execution  of  penmanshq» 
and  printing  ? 

Alman.  I  haye  often  set  whole  hours,  my  dear  brother, 
in  contemplating  with  rapture  the  sparkling  radiance 
of  these  littie  yolumes;  and  wish  in  my  heart  I  had  a 
few  fayourite  authors  executed  in  a  similar  maimer!  I 
should  like  to  employ  Bodoni^  for  life. 

*  It  is  not  because  Bodoni  printed  better  tlian  our  popular  printers — ^tbai  his 
books  upon  vellum  are  more  beautiful  than  those  produced  by  the  London 
presses— but  that  the  Italian  vellum  (made  of  the  abortive  calf)  is,  in  genersl, 
more  white  and  delicate.  There  is  not,  perhaps,  a  lovelier  little  vkllxtx  book 
in  existence  than  the  CastU  qf  Otranio,  printed  by  Bodoni  in  1796,  8to.  A 
copy  of  this,  with  the  plates  worked  on  white  satin,  was  in  the  oolIectioQ  of 
Mr.  G.  G.  Mills ;  and  sold  at  the  sale  of  his  books  in  1800  ;  no.  181 ;  see  p.  W, 
ante.  From  the  former  authority  it  would  appear  that  only  six  copies  were 
printed  in  this  manner.  By  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Edwards,  1  am  in  ponesnon 
of  a  '  Lettei-a  Pastoral^  of  Fr.  Adeodato  Turchi — a  small  tract  of  88  page*— 
printed  upon  paper,  by  Bodoni,  in  a  style  of  uncommon  delicacy  :  having  all  the 
finish  and  picturesque  effect  of  copper-plate  execution.  But  the  chef  d*oravrs 
of  Bodoni  seems  to  be  an  edition  of  Homers  in  three  great  folio  volumes,  eadi 
consisting  of  870  pages,  with  the  text  only.  The  artist  employed  six  yean  in 
the  preparations,  and  the  printing  oocupied  eighteen  months.  One  hundred  and 
forty  copies  only  were  struck  off.  The  copy  presented  to^  Bonaparte  was  UPOV 
VELLUM,  of  a  sise  and  brilliancy  altogether  unparaUeled.  Ameriecun  Renim, 
n^.  1.,  p.  171.  Januaiy,  1811.  In  our  admiration  of  Bodoni,  let  us  not  forgei 
DmoT  :  who  printed  a  single  oopy  of  Voltatre*t  ffenriade  UPON  YXLLUH,  in 
quarto,  with  a  brilliancy  of  execution,  and  perfection  of  vellum,  which  can  never 
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Lis.  I  could  go  oq,  'till  midnigrht,  indulging  my  wishes 
bf  having  favourite  books  printed  upon  vellum  leaves ; 
md  at  tfae  head  of  these  I  would  put  Crammer's  Sibkt 
[or  I  want  scholarship  sufhrient  to  understand  the  Com- 
plutatsian  PolygloU  of  Cardinal  Xiiaenes." 

Berlin.  So  much  for  the  Vellum  Symptom.  Proceed 
tre  now  to  the  sixlh :  which  upon  looking  at  my  memo- 
Rranda,  I  find  to  be  the  First  Editions.  What  is  the 
meaning  of  this  odd  symptom  ? 

Lysand,  From  the  time  of  Ancillon  to  Askew,  there 
has  been  a  very  strong  desire  expressed  for  the  possess- 
sion  of  original  or  first  pubUsltett  etUtionsf  of  works ;   as 

be  mppii»a«d.    This  copy  formerly  belongad  to  a  ParroBr  Genorol,  one  ot  Diilot's 

mod  intiiniite  frienda,    who  pcritibsd  id  tbe  ReTolutlon.     Diiiot  also  printed  ft 

I  samber  of   copies    of    French    traDBhitianii    of   Engliili   wurlu,    upou   the   Bama 

■"■Mterial ;  lO  ooiroct,  beautiful,  uid  tasteful,  that  Mr.  Bulmor  anures  me  uothuig 

■aoutd  eiceed  it.    All  these  Bmall  richly -feathered  birds  were  onoe  here,  but  bars 

V  tAken  their  flight  to  a  warmer  climate.    Oiir  modem  boaki  upon  Tellum  ara 

Ettle  ihort  of  being  downright  wretched.     I  enw  the  Lift  oj  AVf*an,  in  two  hu^o 

tinted  io  this  manner  ;  and  it  would  have  been  the  Erst  wort  which 

I  should  have  recommended  a  tirat-rate  coUoctor  to  have  thrown   out  of  his 

y.  J    Many  of  the  leaves  were  nSliuted  with  the  jaundioa  beyond  hope  of 

ensure  whioh  is  here  thrown  out  upon  othora  roaches  my  own  doon  : 

I  attomptod  to  eieuute  a  single  copy  of  my  Ti/pi^raiihicat  A^tupiitia  upon 

eiery  possible  attention  to  printing  and  to  the  material  upon  wMch 

Bieouted.    But  I  failed  in  erery  point :  and  this  siogto  wretchedly- 

Doking  book,  hod  I  preaeTcrcd  in  executing  mj  design,  would  haTe  cost  me 

it  fCKnfy-jfce  guineae  3 

•  S«e  pages  ISO,  407,  ante. 

■t*  All  German  and  Fraacb  bibUogmphors  class  these  rtEUT  Ecntom  among 

r«  books  ;  and  nothing  is  more  apt  to  seduoe  a  novieiato  in  bibliography  into 

ror  than  the  tempting  manner  in  whioh,  by  aid  of  oapital  or  italio  typo*,  these 

I  BditionKS  Priuakls  or  Ediluma  PriHci/m  ore  set  forth  in  the  most  lespectabla 

K  aiUlogae*  published  abroad  as  wuU  as  at  home,     But  beforo  we  entor  into  par- 


t  This  book  WIS  prhiteil  i 
I  af  Dlblio..  »ba  liieAi  ' 
I  lather 


IBoltOc 


rt  during  Uif  apprantlceshfp  of  the  printer  o 


lisidlt 


ramtsisoillj  I  (treat  do»l  ot  tnmbls  In  pnxoring  good 
H  ue  t>«I1flT«(  onJ J  ofu  oopj  wudnnfl:  It  wsitheproiiartj'of  AJexsodflTDsTldson,  Esq. 
,  and,  belDC  la  his  librvf  In  Ireland,  when  the  nianslnn  was  bnnied  dowa,  It  wu 
I  ^BtroTsd.  Ha  bail  Ininred  it  for  £«00— tbu  lunnnco  oWce  dlspnled  bl*  clsiin,  sad  ■  trial 
VMl  Dublin  took  place.  Thslate  Ur.  Benslny  wss  lubpcsnaed  [o  itlve  ertdance  of  Its  Talne. 
I'.bDt,  b«lnt[  relucUnt  to  go,  be  penuadedthe  paiHulbat  Warwiok,one  of  bij  pranniao.  who 
hoaccordlagly  went.bls•'nlleDcesacceedlllgl□«t■b]lah- 
l  *Kg  Mr.  lUiridwn-i  claim.  Tbi>  saiaa  Wsrwlck  worked  olT  many  of  tba  ipleudld  apeclniensot 
I  Igrpognphy  mBntlonedlnCfliltoiuala.biilDgonaorthaTerybeatwurknidD  Is  the  Friotlog 
licnlarlT  In »Dod.cnts.  He  alXerwuil* become  privale  piinterlothslaloBIi 
I  l^arton  Bridget,  Bait,  at  Lee  Prior;— and  It  loag  '^ont  dead. 
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they  are  in  general  superintended  and  corrected  by  the 
author  himself,  and,  like  the  first  impressions  of  prints 
are  considered  more  valuable.  Whoever  is  possessed 
with  a  passion  for  collecting  books  of   this  kind,  may 

• 

tioulars,  we  must  not  forget  that  this  sixth  sympton  of  the  BibliomaniA  his  been 
thus  pungently  described  in  the  poetical  strains  of  an  "  aspirant  1" 

SIXTH  MIXIIC. 

Who  of  Editions  recks  Um  leasts 

Bat,  when  that  hog.  his  mind  would  feast 

Fattens  the  intelieotoal  beast 

With  old,  or  new,  without  amotion,— 
I'll  teach  the  pig  to  soar  on  high, 
(If  pigs  had  pinions,  by  the  bye) 
How'er  the  last  may  acUUflft 
The  honnebouekeia  the  "Fissr  Editiok* 

BMUmpkia;  p.  n. 

These  first  editions  are  generally,  with  respect  to  foreign  works,  printed  in  tte 
fifteenth  or  in  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century :  and  indeed  we  have  a 
pretty  rich  sprinkling  of  a  similar  description  of  first  editions  executed  in  oar 
own  country.  It  is  not,  therefore,  without  justice  that  we  are  described,  by 
foreign  bibliographers,  as  being  much  addicted  to  this  class  of  books:  "Wilk 
what  aridity,  and  at  what  great  prices,  this  character  of  books  is  obtained  by  ths 
Dutch,  and  especially  by  the  English,  the  very  illustrious  Zaoh.  Comad  ab 
U£fenbach  shews,  in  the  preface  to  the  second  volume  of  his  oatalogua."  Vogt ; 
p.  XX.,  edit.  17S^.  There  is  a  curious  and  amusing  article  in  Bayle  (BngW 
edition,' vol  i.,  672,  &c.)  about  the  elder  Ancillon,  who  frankly  confessed  that  ht 
*'  was  troubled  with  the  Bibliomania,  or  disease  of  buying  books."  Mr.  DIsnsB 
says  that  he  "always  purchased ^r<t  editions,  and  never  waited  for  second  odss^" 
but  I  find  it,  in  the  English  Bayle,  note  D,  "he  chose  the  besi  editions."  The 
manner  in  which  Ancillon's  library  was  pillaged  by  the  Ecclesiastics  of  Mete 
(where  it  was  considered  as  the  most  valuable  curiosity  in  the  town)  is  thus  told 
by  Bayle  :  **  ADcillon  was  obliged  to  leave  Metz :  a  company  of  Ecdesiastiosy 
of  all  orders,  came  from  every  part,  to  lay  hands  on  this  fine  and  copious  library* 
which  had  been  collected  with  tho  utmost  care  during  forty  years.  They  took 
away  a  great  number  of  the  books  together ;  and  gave  a  little  money,  as  they 
went  out,  to  a  yoimg  girl,  of  twelve  or  thirteen  years  of  age,  who  looked  after 
them,  that  they  might  have  it  to  say  they  had  paid  for  them.  Thus  Ancillon  saw 
that  valuable  collection  dispersed,  in  which,  as  he  was  wont  to  say,  his  chief  jfk^ 
sure  and  even  his  heart  was  placed  V* — Edit.  1734.  A  pleasant  circumstanoey 
connected  with  our  present  subject,  occurred  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Charles  Bumsy. 
At  a  small  sale  of  books  which  took  place  at  Messrs.  King  and  Loch^e's,  sons 
few  years  ago,  the  Doctor  sent  a  commission,  for  some  old  grammatiad  treatises ; 
and  calling  with  Mr.  Edwards  to  see  the  success  of  the  commission,  the  latter,  in 
the  true  spirit  of  bibliomaniadsm,  pounced  upon  an  anciently-bound  book,  in  tiie 
lot,  which  turned  out  to  be— nothing  less  than  the  Jirst  edition  of  MAKILnTS  by 
Regiomontanus :  one  of  the  very  scarcest  books  in  the  class  of  those  of  which 
we  are  treating !  By  the  liberality  of  the  purchaser,  this  primary  bijcnuow  adorns 
the  noble  library  of  the  Bishop  of  Ely. 
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tuiquesdonably  be  said  to  exhibit  a  strong  sjrmptom  of 
the  Bibliomania :  but  such  a  case  is  not  quite  hopeless, 
nor  is  it  deserving  of  severe  treatment  or  censure.  All 
bibliographers  have  dwelt  on  the  importance  of  these 
editions*  for  the  sake  of  collation  with  subsequent  ones ; 
and  of  detecting,  as  is  frequently  the  case,  the  careless- 
ness displayed  by  future  editors.  Of  such  importance  is 
the  first  editum  ShakspeareY  considered,  on  the  score  of 
correctness,  that  a  fac-simile  reprint  of  it  has  been 
recently  published.  In  regard  to  the  Greek  and  Latin 
Classics,  the  possession  of  these  original  editions  is  of 
the  first  consequence  to  editors  who  are  anxious  to  re- 
publish the  legitimate  text  of  an  author.  Wakefield,  I 
believe,  always  regretted  that  the  first  edition  of  Lucre- 
tius had  not  been  earlier  inspected  by  him.  When  he 
began  his  edition,  the  Editio  Princeps  was  not  (as  I  have 
understood)  in    that  storehouse    of  almost  every  thing 


*  An  instance  of  this  kind  may  be  adduced  from  the  Jirtt  edition  of  Fabian, 
printed  in  1516 ;  of  which  Chronicle  Messrs.  Longman,  Hurst,  and  Co.  have 
just  published  a  new  edition,  superintended  by  Mr.  H.  Ellis,  and  containing  ya- 
rious  readings  from  all  the  editions  at  the  foot  of  the  text.  "  The  antiquary," 
says  the  late  Mr.  Brand,  **  is  desired  to  consult  the  edition  of  Fabian,  printed 
by  Pynson,  in  1516,  because  there  are  others,  and  I  remember  to  have  seen  one 
in  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford,  with  a  continuation  to  the  end  of  Queen  Mary^ 
1559,  in  which  the  language  is  much  modernized."  Shakspeart,  edit.  1808,  yol. 
zviii.,  pp.  85,  86.  See  also  what  has  been  before  said  (p.  233.)  of  an  after 
edition  of  Speed. 

'f'  A  singular  story  is  "extant"  about  the  purchase  of  the  late  Duke  of  Box- 
burgh's  copy  of  the  first  edition  of  Shakspeare.  A  friend  was  biddin,;  for  him 
in  the  sale-room :  his  Grace  had  retired  to  one  end  of  the  room,  coolly  to  view 
the  issue  of  the  contest.  The  biddings  rose  qiijckly  to  20  guineas  ;  a  great  sum 
in  former  times :  but  the  Duke  was  not  to  be  daunted  or  defeated.  A  slip  of 
paper  was  handed  to  him,  upon  which  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  contest 
was  suggested.  His  Grace  took  out  his  pencil ;  and,  with  a  coolness  which  would 
have  done  credit  to  Prince  Eugene,  he  wrote  on  the  same  slip  of  paper,  by  way 
of  reply— 

lay  on  Ifacdnffl 
And  d— d  be  he  who  first  cries  "  Hold,  enough  1" 

Such  a  spirit  was  irresistible,  and  bore  down  all  opposition.  The  Duke  was  of 
course  declared  victor,  and  ho  marched  off,  triumphantly,  with  the  volume  under 
his  arm.  Lord  Spencer  bos  a  fine  copy  of  this  first  edition  of  Shakspeare,  collated 
by  Stocvcns  himself. 
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which  is  exquisite  and  rare  in  ancient  and  modem  clas- 
sical literature— need  I  add  the  library  of  Earl  Spenca*  ?♦ 

It  must  not,  howeyer,  be  forgotten  that,  if  first  edi- 
tions are,  in  some  instances,  of  great  importance,  they 
are  in  many  respects  superfluous,  and  only  incumber  the 
shelves  of  a  collector ;  inasmuch  as  the  labours  of  sob- 
.sequent  editors  have  corrected  the  errors  of  their  prede- 
cessors, and  superseded,  by  a  great  fund  of  additional 
matter,  the  necessity  of  consulting  them.  Thus,  not  to 
mention  other  instances  (which  present  theniselYes  while 
noticing  the  present  one),  all  the  fine  things  which  Colo- 
mi^  and  Reimannus  have  said  about  the  rarity  of  La 
Croix  du  Maine's  Biblioth6que,  published  in  1564,  are 
now  unnecessary  to  be  attended  to,  since  the  publication 
of  the  ample  and  excellent  edition  of  this  work  by  De 
La  Monnoye  and  Juvigny,  in  six  quarto  volumes,  1772. 

Lis.  Upon  the  whole,  I  should  prefei-  the  best  to  the 
first  edition ;  'and  you,  Lorenzo,  may  revel  in  the  pos- 
session of  your  first  Shakespeare — but  give  me  the  last 
Variorum  edition  in  ttverUy-one  volumes. 

*  We  ndae  the  oolumn  to  the  hero  who  has  fought  our  battles  by  tea  or  land; 
and  we  teach  our  ohildren  to  look  up  with  admiration  and  reTerence  towards  sd 
object  so  well  calculated  to  excite  the  best  sympathies  of  the  human  heart.  AH 
this  is  well ;  and  may  it  never  be  neglected  1  But  there  are  other  characten  not 
leas  noble,  and  of  equal  glory  to  a  great  nation  like  our  own  ;  and  they  are  thoM 

I  who,  to  the  adyentitious  splendour"  of  hereditary  rank,  add  all  the  worth  and 

talent  of  a  private  condition,  less  exposed  to  temptation,  and  suited  to  the  culti* 
I  vation  of  peaceful  and  literary  pursuits.     Such  a  character  is  Geoboe  Johx 

I  Earl  Siencer  !    A  nobleman,  not  less  upright  and  weighty  in  the  senate  than 

polished  and  amiable  in  private  life ;  who,  cool  and  respected  amidst  the  Tioleoee 
of  party,  has  filled  two  of  the  most  important  offices  of  state  in  a  manner  at  ones 
popular  and  efiective  ;  and  who,  to  his  general  love  of  the  fine  arts,  and  acquaint- 
ance with  classical  literature,  has  superadded  the  noble  achievement  of  having 
collected  the  finest  private  library  in  Europe !  The  reader  has  already  met  with 
sufficient  mention  of  this  collection  to  justify  what  is  here  said  in  commendation 

of  it In  the  deepest  recess  of   Althorpe  Park — where  the  larch  and 

laurustinus  throw  their  dark  yet  pleasing  shade— and  where 


pinns  Ingens,  albaque  popolos 

Umbram  hospitalAm  consociare  amant 
Ramis— 

let  the  Doric  Temple  be  raised,  with  its  white-marbled  oolumnSy  sacred  to  the 
memory  of  this  illustrious  nobleman  I    Lot  his  bust,  in   basso-relievo,  with 
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LoRBN.    "  Chacun  a  son  gtiut,"  yet  it  may  be  as  well 

to   possess   them    both.     Indeed,  I    not  only   have   these 

I   editioos,  but  a  great  niunber  of  the  early   plays  priutcd 

in  quarto  ;*  which  are  considered  the  ne  plus  ultra  of 

Shakspeariaii  bibliomaniacism, 

Bbijn.  Much  good  may  these  wretchedly  printed  to- 
I  lumes  do  you  !  Now  let  me  proceed  with  my  pupil.  Tell 
I  OS,  good  Lysander,  what  can  you  possibly  mean  by  the 
I  seventh  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania,  called  True  £di- 
l  TJONS  ? 

LvsAND.  My  definition  of  this  strange  symptom  will 
[  excite  your  mirth.t     Some  copies  of  a    work  are   struck. 

I-  ippropriate  embdlliBlmieata,  lulam  ths  mMt  canspicuouB  oompartmsot  wlthio  : 


I,  we  will  first  botrow  tbe  poetical 


Who  ail*,  w" 

wrltamBdi 

3wnui 

1  «»." 

Whui..pylngt 

Urougli  tha 

Irabinrhudi, 

.lUldwlp*! 

mygUn, 

If.ehMce,. 

(D  irrot  bleu  mj  notlM— 

wm  prlio  wbfi 

Qilrili'dlnt 

utj, 

Thme  loTdy  wi 

^o(ugl,b«aCj 

Pot  booki,  wbon  faUi  (It  m 

.yboi 

.iwl-y.). 

Are-TBU* 

BDlTlOKa, 

:--od. 

l.-tot  F< 
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off  with  deviations  firom  the  usuaUy  received  ones,  and 
although  these  deviations  have  generaUy  neither  sense 
nor  beauty  to  recommend  them  (and  indeed  are  princi- 
pally defects !),  yet  copies  of  this  description  are  eagerly 
sought  after  by  collectors  of  a  certain  class.  What  think 
you  of  such  a  ridiculous  .passion  in  the  book- way  ? 

Alman.    It  seems  to  me  to  be  downright  idiotism.    But 
I  suspect  you  exaggerate? 

Lysand.    In  sober  truth,  I  tell  you  only  what  every 
day's  experience  in  the  book-market  will  corroborate. 

Belin.    Well! — what  strange  animals  are  you  iHUio- 


TRUB  SDinoKS :  and  as  copies,  with  such  variatioiis  (apon  the  same  prindple 
that  of  Prints  ;  vide  p.  501-2,  ante)  are  rare,  they  are  of  course  sought 
with  avidity  by  knowing  bibliomaniacs.  Thus  speaks  Ameilhon  upon  the  subject  :— 
f  pendant  Timprossion  d'un  ouvrage  il  est  arrive  un  accident  qui,  h  telle  page  d  4 
telle  ligne,  a  occasion^  un  renversement  dans  les  lettves  d'un  mot,  et  que  ce 
d^sordre  n'a  6t6  r€tabli  qu'^res  le  tirage  desix  ou  sept  exemplaires  ;  ce  qui  rend 
oes  exemplaires  d^fectueux  presque  uniques,  et  leur  donne,  k  les  entendre^  ime 
▼aleur  inappreciable ;  car  voila  un  des  ji^rands  secrets  de  cet  art,  qui,  an  reste^ 
8*acquiert  aisi^ment  aveo  de  la  memoire."  Man,  de  VlntiUvt :  vol.  ii,  p.  485.  The 
author  of  these  words  then  goes  on  to  abuse  the  purchasers  and  venders  of  tbais 
strange  books  ;  but  I  will  not  quote  his  saucy  tirade  in  defamation  of  this  noble 
department  of  bibliomaniadsm.  •  I  subjoin  a  few  examples  in  iUustratioD  of 
Lysander's.definition : — Canar.  Lug,  Bat.  1636,  12mo.  Printed  by  BUevir,  la. 
the  Bibliotheca  Reyickskiana  we  are  informed  that  the  true  Elzeyir  edition  ii 
known  by  having  the  plate  of  a  buffalo's  head  at  the  beginning  of  the  preface  and 
body  of  the  work  :  also  by  having  the  page  numbered  153,  which  ought  to  have 
been  numbered  149.  A  further  account  is  given  in  my  Introduction  to  the 
Classics,  vol.  i.,  p.  228. — Horace,  Londini,  1733,  8vo.,  2  vols.  Published  by  Pine. 
The  true  edition  is  distinguished  by  having  at  page  108,  voL  iL,  the  incorrect  read- 
ing "Post  E8t.'*~for  "Protest."— Firyi7.  Lug.  Bat.,  1686,  12mo.  Printed  by 
Elzevir.  The  true  edition  is  known,  by  having  at  plate  1,  before  the  Bucolics^ 
the  following  Latin  passage ^riTi^  in  red  ink,  "  £Sgo  vero  firequentes  a  te  litens 
accepi."  Consul  de  Bure,  no.  2684. — Idem.  Birmingh.  1763,  4to.  Printed  by 
Baskerville.  A  particular  account  of  the  true  edition  will  be  found  in  the  Moood 
volume  of  my  "  Introduction  to  the  Classics,"  p.  337 — ^too  long  to  be  here  in- 
serted.— Bocaccio,  II  Decamerone,  Venet.  1527,  4to.  Consult  De  Bure  n^,  3667 ; 
Bandini,  vol.  ii.  105,  211 ;  (who,  however,  is  extremely  laconic  ui>on  this  edition, 
but  copious  upon  the  anterior  one  of  1516)  and  Haym,  vol.  ilL,  p.  8,  edit.  180S. 
Bibl.  Paris.,  ii^.  408.  Clement.  (voL  iv.  852,)  has  abundance  of  reference,  as 
usual,  to  strengfthen  his  assertion  in  calling  the  edition  '*Jort  rare,"  The  reprint, 
or  spurious  edition,  has  always  struck  me  as  the  prettier  book  of  the  twa  Theaa 
examples  appeared  in  the  first  edition  of  this  work.  I  add  to  them  what  of 
course  I  was  not  enabled  to  do  before.    In  the  second  edition  of  The  Biblitmani^ 
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maniacs.  Have  wc  any  other  sjrmptom  to  notice  ?  Yes, 
I  think  Lysander  made  mention  of  an  eighth  ;  called  a 
passion  for  the  Black-Letter.  Can  any  eyes  be  so 
jaundiced  as  to  prefer  yolumes  printed  in  this  crabbed, 
rough,  and  dismal  manner  ? 

LoREN.  Treason  —  downright  treason  !  Lisardo  shall 
draw  up  a  bill  of  indictment  against  you,  and  Lysander 
shall  be  your  judge. 

Belin.  My  case  would  then  be  desperate ;  and  execu- 
tion must  necessarily  follow. 

Lis.  I  shall  be  better  able  to  form  an  opinion  of  the 
expediency  of  such  a  measure  after  Lysander  has  given 
us  his  definition  of  this  eighth  and  last  symptom.  Pro- 
ceed, my  friend. 

Lysand.  Of  all  symptoms  of  the  Bibliomania,  this 
eighth  sjrmptom  is  at  present  the  most  powerful  and  pre- 
vailing. Whether  it  was  imported  into  this  country, 
from  Holland,  by  the  subtlety  of  Schelhom  *  (a  knowing 

thero  are  some  yariations  in  tbe  copies  of  the  small  paper ;  and  one  or  two 
decided  ones  between  the  small  and  lai^.  In  the  small,  at  page  18,  lino  2,  wo 
read 

"  beat  with  perpetual  forrm," 

in  the  lax^go,  it  is  properly 

"  beat  with  perpetoal  stonu." 

Which  of  those  is  indicative  of  the  tnu  edition  If  Again :  in  the  small  paper, 
p.  275,  line  20,  we  read  properly 

**  ClAudite  Jam  rivos  \meii,  aatprcUa  bibenmt" 

in  the  huge  paper, 

"Clandlte  Jam  rlvos  paerl,  sat  parta  biberont.'' 

It  was  in  my  power  to  have  cancelled  the  leaf  in  the  large  paper  as  well  as  in  the 
small ;  but  I  thought  it  might  thereby  have  takon  from  the  former  the  air  of  a 
true  edition  ;  and  so  the  blunder  (a  more  transposition  of  the  letters  ar)  will  go 
down  to  a  future  generation  in  the  laige  paper.  There  is  yet  another  slight  varia- 
tioc  between  the  small  and  large.  At  p.  Ill,  in  the  account  of  the  catalogue  of 
Krohn's  books,  the  concluding  sentence  wholly  varies  :  but  I  believe  there  is  not 
•n  error  in  either,  to  entitle  one  to  the  rank  of  Truism  more  tlian  another. i* 

*  His  words  are  as  follows  :  "  Ipsa  typorum  ruditas,  ipsa  ilia  atra  crassaque  lite- 
rarum  facies  belli  tangit  tensHs"  dx.    Was  ever  tho  black-letter  more  eloquently 

t  During  the  youth  of  the  printer  of  this  hook,  a  cnrioos  mistake  occorred :  a  splendid  folio 
work  was  gr>ing  on  for  Dr.  Bonnell  Thornton  ;  in  a  certain  page,  as  printers  technically  say* 
o  space  gtoo>i  up ;  the  Dr.  (not  understanding  printers'  marks)  wrote  on  a  head  page  "  take 
out  horizontal  lino  at  p.  so  and  so"— the  comix)sitor  inserted  these  words  as  a  digplayedUii€ 
in  the  head- page  whereon  they  were  written— ihe  reader  passed  it  in  the  revise— and  it  was  so 
worked  off!    Being  eventually  detected— tho  leaf  was  of  course  cancelled. 
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writer  upon  rare  and  curious  books)  may  be  a  point  wor- 
thy of  consideration.  But  whatever  be  its  origin,  certam 
is  that  books  printed  in  the  black^^Ittttr,  are  now 
coveted  with  an  eagerness  unknown  to  our  collectors  in 

described :  see  his  Amoeniatet  LiUrariqg,  voL  i.,  p.  5.  But  for  the  last  tune^  kt 
ug  listen  to  the  conoluding  symptomatic  stanza  of  an  ''aspirant ;" 

KIOUTH  MAXIM. 

Who  dreams  the  Type  should  please  us  all. 
That's  not  too  thin,  and  not  too  tall. 
Nor  much  awry,  nor  over  amall. 

And.  If  but  RoMAir,  asks  no  better- 
Hay  die  in  darkness :— I,  for  one. 
Disdain  to  tell  the  barb'rous  Hun 
That  Persians  but  adore  the  sun 

Till  taught  to  know  <mr  Ood— ]SIg(|Ets9^tteC 

BiMiMOfiUs/  pLVlL 

Howeyer  omel  may  be  the  notes  of  one  poet,  it  seems  pretty  dear  that  ths 
glorious  subject,  or  bibliomaniacal  symptom,  of  which  we  are  treating,  ezeitsd 
numbers  of  a  softer  character  in  the  muse  of  Dr.  Ferriar :  for  thos  sings  he- 
inspired  by  the  possession  of  blaet-UUer  tomes  : 

In  red  morocco  drest,  he  loves  to  boast 

The  bloody  mnrder,  or  the  yelling  ghost ; 

Or  dismal  ballads,  sung  to  crowds  of  old. 

Now  cheaply  bought  for  thrioe  their  weight  in  gold. 

Ev'n  I,  debarr'd  of  ease  and  studious  hours. 
Confess,  mid'  anxious  toil,  its  lurking  pow'rs. 
How  pure  the  Joy,  when  first  my  hands  unfold 
The  small,  rare  volume,  black  with  tarnished  gold  I 

The  BiUUmamia,  h  18M. 

But  lot  us  attend  to  a  more  scientific  illustration  of  this  eighth  symptom.  '  Black- 
Lbtteb,  which  is  used  in  England,  descends  from  the  Gothic  cliaracters  ;  and 
is  therefore  called  Gothic  by  some,  old  English  by  others ;  but  printers  give  it 
the  name  of  Black-Letter,  bocause  its  face  taking  in  a  larger  compass  thsa 
Roman  or  Italic  of  the  same  body,  the  full  and  spreading  strokes  thereof  ^>pesr 
more  blcu:k  upon  paper  than  common.'  Smith's  PrinUr's  Orammar;  edit.  ITSSi, 
p.  18.  The  same  definition  is  given  in  a  recent  similar  work ;  with  the  addition 
that  '  black-letter  is  more  expensive  than  Roman  or  Italic,  its  broad  faoe  requi^ 
ing  an  extraordinary  quantity  of  ink,  which  always  gives  the  best  coloured  paper 
a  yellow  cast,  unless  worked  upon  that  of  a  superior  quality.  It  has  a  good 
effect  in  a  title-page,  if  disposed  with  taste.'  Stower's  Printer^s  Oramwtar;  IBCS, 
p.  41.  To  these  authorities  we  may  add,  from  Rowe  Mores,  that '  Wynkyn  da 
Worde's  letter  was  of  The  Square  English  or  Black  faetf  and  has  been  tli^  pattsn 
for  his  successors  in  the  art.'  Of  English  Founders  and  Foundries ;  1778^  8vo* 
p.  4,  5.  '  The  same  black-letter  prints,'  says  Palmer  or  Psalmanaasar,  'gave a 
greater  scope  to  his  fancy,  and  formed  such  a  variety  of  sorts  and  sises  of  letter 
that,  for  several  years  after  him,  none  of  his  suooeasors  attempted  to  imitate  him 
therein.'    Oeneral  History  of  Printing ;  p.  343.    It  is  not  necessary  to  ooUeefti 
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Mthe  last  century.  If  the  spirits  of  West,  Ratciiffe,  Far- 
liner,  and  Brand,  have  as  yet  held  any  intercourse  with 
leach  other,  in  that  place  "  from  whose  bourne  no  traveller 
Iretunis,"  which  must  be  the  surprise  of  the  three  former. 
Ion  being  told,  by  the  latter,  of  the  prices  given  for  some 
■«f  the  hooks  at  the  sale  of  his  library  ! 

A  perusal  of  these  prices  may  probably  not  impress  the 
ader  with  any  lofty  notions  of  the  superiority  of  the 
Uack-letter  ;     bat  this  symptom  of  the  Bibliomania  is, 

1  (ormaJ  array,   ths  nuthoril 
jtlthoiigli  it  may  bo  as  well  to  Di 

~~  Hlairr  lit  L' Iwpriiaerie,  p.  185,  refern  ua  to  an  slucidation   of  the 

Jothic  letter  ('appe]6  du  nam  da  certains  penples  qui  rinrent  a'^tublir  dana  la 

loUiie.  pluH  de  quatre  ueos  ana  avtuit  J.  C.')ia  one  of  tha  platos  of  Foumier'a 

fiennaift  Tyfogfaphiqae :    roL  iL  p.    203— which,  \a    truth,  reMmbles  iny- 

gbutthe  Qothio  type,  ai  understood  by  moiiom  readora. — Smith  and  Mr. 

towor  have  the  hardihood  to  rojoioa  at  tha   pruaeot  genaraJ  eitiaotiou  of  the 

aok-lattar.     Tbey  were  not,  probably,  aware  of  fleame'a  enlogy  upou  it — 'Aa 

Mia  a  rsproacb  ta  us  (says  tbia  renowned  antiqaory)  tbat  the  Saxon  langua^ 

lifaould  be  BO  forgot  as  to  have  but  taw  (comparutiTely  speakioBt  that  are  able  to 

;  BO  'tin  a  grestar  reproach  thnt  the  BLACK -LkttEr,  which  waa   the  cha- 

o  much  in  me  in  our  gnmclfatherB'  daya,  should   be  now  (aa  it  were, 

id  and  rejected  ;  enpecially  when  we  know  tho  hent  oditiona  of  onr  Sngliah 

Bible  and  Common- Pray  or  (to  aay  nothing  of  otber  bookn)  are  printed  in  it.' 

'1  qf  Oloaaiter'i  Ciiiwiich :  Tol,    L,  p.  LXXAV.      I    presume  tho  editor  and 

pabliaher  of  the    forth-coming   fac-idmile    re^impreasion    <>f  Juliana   Barma'a 

~Dok  of  Hawking.  Hunting,  Ice.,  are  of  the  same  opinion  with  Ilearne  ;  nod  are 

•olTed  upon   eclip«iiig  eTen   the  hlack*lett«r  rspuliLtioa    al    tha   afnre-namad 

Vynkyn  Da  Worde. — A  pleaaant  black-Iettar  anecdota  ii  told  by  Chevillier,  of 

'  la  haTing  picked  up.  od  a  bookaeller'g  alall,   tho  Grat  edition   of  the  S/irrKlniH 

^Hmnnit  SUmlunat  (one  of  tha  rarest  YOlumea  in  tho  chua  of  those 

isted  in  the  middle  of  the  fifteenth  uentuij)  for  the  small  sum  of  four  Uvrea  1 

%'Origiin  de  I'lmprinurU ;    p.   281.      Thia    eitraonllnary    sTenl    soon    ipreiul 

ad,  and  waa  circulated  in  every  bibliographical  journal.    Sflfaelhom  noUced 

t  In  hii  AJMHilala  Lilavria:    voL    iv.  SBfi-fl ;    and  so  did  Maiuheliua  in  hla 

VuC  Liu   a  I'racip.  B!hl.  I'arU,  p.  122.      Nor  baa  it  escaped  the 

BnotiM  of  a  more  reoant  foroigo   bibliographer.      Amnlhon   maksa  mention  of 

Chenlliei'B  good  fortune ;  adding  that  the  work  wu  'un  da  oaa  liTna  rorea  mi 

premier  degr^,  qu'  un  BUK  BlBLtoH«K8  ne  pent  voir  sans  tripigner  do  join,   d 

i'osa   m'eiprimer  nirid  '     ifrni.  dt   Flnit'dttl.     toI.    ii.  486-fl.      Thia  very   copy, 

which  waB  in  the  SoibonDO,  ia  now  in  the  Imperial,  lihtaiy  at  Paria.    Ibid.      A 

rimilar,  thotigb   leaa  important,  nDOodote  is  here  hud  boFnta  the  reader  IVotn  a 

oommunlcalioQ   sent   to  me  by  Mr.  Wm.  Hamper  of  Birmingham.     "'fiuEr', 

Five   Hondrtd  PoinU  of  Ooad  nuttatdrf,,    Uael-IOItr,  nwd,"    waa    valued    at' 

nXFKKrE,  in  a  catalogue  of  a  small  Collection  of  Books  on  the  sale  at  the  shop  of 

I  Hr.   William  Adams,  Loughboruut'h,  in  the  year  1S04:  and,  after  in  vain  niiing 

2  u 
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nevertheless^  not  to  be  considered  as  incurable,  or  whofly 
onprodnctiye  of  good.  Under  a  proper  spirit  of  modifi- 
cation, it  has  done,  and  will  continue  to  do,  essential 
service  to  the  cause  of  English  literature.  It  guided  the 
taste,  and  strengthened  the  judgment,  of  Tyrwhitt  in  his 
researches  after  Chaucerian  lore.  It  stimulated  the 
studies  of  Farmer  and  Steevens,  and  enabled  them  to 
twine  many  a  beauteous  flower  round  the  brow  of  their 
beloved  Shakspeare. 

the  coy  oolleotor  at  this  humble  price,  remained  unsold  to  the  proeent  jew,  1808^ 
when  (thankB  to  your  BtbliomcuMa !)  it  brought  A  GOLDXN  Gumi.'— I  hiM 
myself  been  accused  of  'an  admiration  to  ezoeBs'  of  black-letter  lore;    aad  of 
recommending  it  in  every  shape,  and  by  erery  means,  directly  and  indirseliy. 
Yet  I  haTo  surely  not  said  or  done  any  thing  half  so  decislTe  in  recomm«idatiaB 
of  it  as  did  our  great  moraUst,  Dr.  Johnson :  who  thus  introduces  the  sobjaek  li 
one  of  his  periodical  papers.— The  eldest  and  most  Tenerable  of  this  aoeielj,  ins 
H1B8UTUB :  who,  after  the  first  dvilities  of  my  reception,  found  meaof  to  isAn' 
duoe  the  mention  of  his  favourite  studies,  by  a  severe  censure  of  those  who  waift 
the  due  regard  for  their  native  country.    He  informed  me  that  he  had  early  with* 
drawn  his  attention  from  foreign  trifles,  and  that  since  he  begun  to  addict  Ui 
mind  to  serious  and  manly  studiesi,   he  had  very  carefully  funmwad  all  ih$ 
BnglUk  hoots  that  were  printed  in  the  VlOCft-iUttrt.    This  seardi  he  had  jm- 
sued  so  diligently  that  he  was  able  to  show  the  defidenciee  of  the  best  oaftslogiMB. 
He  had  long  since  completed  his  Caxton,  had  three  sheets  of  TrewertM,  mikiiovB 
to  antiquariesi,  and  wanted  to  a  perfect  [collection  of]  Pynatm  but  iwo  TofamMS : 
of  which  one  was  promised  him  as  a  legacy  by  its  present  possessor,  and  tks 
other  he  was  resolved  to  buy  at  whatever  price,  when  Quisquilius'  libnoy  ■hasld 
be  sold.    Hiisutus  had  no  otherreason  for  the  valuing  or  slighting  a  book  tfaia 
that  it  was  printed  in  the  Roman  or  the  Gothiok  letter,  nor  any  ideas  but  sock  n 
his  favourite  volumes  had  supplied :  when  he  was  serious,  he  expatiated  00  the 
narratives  of  Johan  de  Trevisa,  and,  when  he  was  merry,  regaled  us  with  t 
quotation  from  the  Shippe  qf  Fools,'     Rambler,  n«.  177. — Nor  was  tiie  Doeior 
himself  quite  easy  and  happy  'till  he  had  sold,  in  the  character  of  a  bookbillib, 
a  few  volumes— probably  of  black-letter  celebrity.     Mr.  Boswell  relates  tbrt 
"During  the  last  visit  which  the  Doctor  made  to  Litchfield,  the  friend^  with 
whom  he  was  staying  missed  him  one  morning  at  the  breakfast  table.    On  is- 
quiring  after  him  of  the  servants,  they  understood  that  he  had  set  off  from  Iiteh> 
field  at  a  very  early  hour,  without  mentioning  to  any  of  the  family  whitberhe  wm 
going.    The  day  passed  without  the  return  of  the  illustrious  guest,  and  tiis  putj 
began  to  be  very  uneasy  on  his  account,  when,  just  before  the  Bopper  hoar,  the 
door  opened,  and  the  Doctor  stalked  into  the-  room.    A  solemn  sOence  of  afsv 
minutes  ensued ;  nobody  daring  to  enquire  the  cause  of  his  absence*  whidi  wasak 
length  relieved  by  Johnson  addressing  the  lady  of  the  house  as  follows:  "Kadso^ 
I  beg  your  pardon  for  the  abruptness  of  my  departure  this  momii^^  but  I  wai 
constrained  to  it  by  my  oonscienee.    Fifty  years  ago.  Madam,  on  this  day,  I  ood* 
mitted  a  breach  of  filial  piety,  which  has  ever  since  lain  heavy  on  my  mind,  and 
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r  It  has  since  operated,  to  the  same  effect,  in  the  labour 
r  Mr.  Douce,*  the  Pobson  of  old  English  and  French 
terature ;  and  in  the  editions  of  Milton  and  Spenser, 
f  my  amiable  and  excellent  friend  Mr,  Todd,  the  public 
live  had  a  specimen  of  what  the  Black-Letter  may  per- 

when  temperately  and  skilfully  exercised. 

I  I  could  bring  to  your  recollection  other  instances ;   but 

inr  own    memories  will    better  furnish    you  with  them. 

t  me  not,  however,  omit  remarking  that  the  beautiful 

iges   of  the     '  Minstrelsy  of  (tie   Scottish   Border'     and 

Tristrem '    exhibit,  in    the    notes,   (now   and   then 

ickly  studded  with  black-letter  references)  a  proof  that 

I  author  of '  The  Lay,'  '  Marmion,'  and  '  TJie  Lady  oj 

t  Lake,'  has  not  disdained  to  enrich  his  stores  with  such 

telli^nce   as    black-letter    books    impart.       In    short> 

£ough  this   be  a  strong   and  general  symptom  of  the 

tbliomania,   it  is  certainly   not   attended   with  injurious 

1  when  regulated  by  prudence  and    discretion.     An 

^distinguishable  voracious  appetite     to     swallow    every 

because   printed   in   the   black-letter,   muat   neces- 

|riiy  bring  on  an  incurable  disease,  and,  consequently, 

mature  dissolution. 
■There  is  yet  one  other,  and  a  somewhat  generally  pre- 
symptom,   indicative    of  the   prevalence  of   the 

pDotuBtil  this  da;  been  axpJiiUd.    Hy  father,  you  rncolleot,  wu  b  bookseller, 

i  bad  long  been  ia  the  habit  of  atteuding   Italialt  Uartet ;    uid  opeoing  A 

Q  for  tbe  sale  of  bis  boalu  during  that  day.    Confined  to  hie  bad  bj  ludispa- 

BD,  he  reqaeated  of  me,  tbia  time  fifty  yean  ago,  to  riiit  the  market,  and 

Md  the  etall  io  his  place.     But,  Uadam,  my  pride  prevented  me  from  doing 

^daty,  and  I  ftave  my  fatbor  a  refusal.    To  do  away  the  «□  of  this  disobe- 

^We,  I  tbis  day  weut  in  a  po«t.chaise  to  Walsall,  and  goiug  into  the  market  at 

k  IJme  of  high  bu^osa,  uneorered  my  bead,  and  stood  nith  it  bare  an  boor 

re  the  itall  which  m;  father  bad  (onnerly  used,  aiposad  to  the  sneers  of  the 

anden,  and  the  inatemeaey  of  the  waathar :  a  peoanos,  by  whioh  I  have 

^Idatad  Heaven  for  this  only  ioBtinoe,  I  belisvei,  of  contuioacy  tewacda  my 

*   t." ' — Is  it  not  probable  that  Dr.  Johnson  himself  might  hava  sold  for  UX- 

I,  a  Tufer,  whicb  now  would  have  broughta  'OOLDKN  GVOiEl  V 

iticisma  nliicb  bare  pacaed  upon  Hr.  Douck'b  "  lUmtrtUiaiu  qf 
pltpeart  aitd  jiHcinii  Mimitri,"  It  baa  Dot,  I  think,  beou  ganenilly  Dotised 
■t  tilts  mirk  is  diitingulahed  f  or  the  singular  diflidonce  nod  urbauity  of  uritioiam, 

^well  aa  depth  of  loaruing,  which  it  evinoes ;  and  for  the  happy  illustratians  of 

b  •DbJMti  diMUssad  by  tneaoa  of  fao^imiJe  wood'oula. 

i  2  m3 
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Bibliomania ;  and  this  consists  in  a  fondness  for  bdoks 
which  have  been  printed  for  Private  Distribution* 
only^  or  at  a  private  press.  What  is  executed  for  a 
few,  will  be  coveted  by  many ;  because  the  edge  ot 
curiosity  is  whetted,  firom  a  supposition  that  something 
very  extraordinary,  or  very  curious,  or  very  uncommon* 


*  The  reader  may  not  object  to  be  made  acquainted  with  a  few 
productions,  printed  for  fbiyatb  distribution.  The  reader  is  indebted  to  Mi; 
Bulmer,  at  whose  elegant  press  these  woiics  were  printed,  for  the  informtioB 
which  follows  :— MuBEUM  WoBSLBTAinTM ;  by  Sir  Jtiehard  Woirdeg ;  17M^ 
1802,  Atlas  Folio,  2  yols.  The  first  Tolume  of  this  work,  of  which  200  eofMi 
were  printed,  was  finished  in  May,  1798,  and  circulated,  with  the  plates  obI^  of 
▼oL  ii,  amongst  the  chosen  friends  of  Sir  Richard  Wordey,  the  anther;  who  wm, 
at  that  time,  the  diplomatic  Aesident  at  Venice  from  our  Court.  The  seeood 
Yolume,  with  the  letter-press  complete,  of  which  only  100  copies  wen  ptntM^ 
was  finished  in  1802.  The  entire  expense  attending  this  rare  and  smapUw 
publication  (of  which  a  copy  is  in  the  library  of  the  Royal  InatitotioD)  wmrwfM 
to  the  enormous  sum  of  27,000/.  and  from  the  irregularity  of  delivering  te 
second  volume  of  plates,  in  the  first  instanoe,  without  the  letter-press,  mny  of 

the  copies  are  incomplete. ^Thx.Fathbb'8  Rktknob;  by  the  3arl  tf  CmiUtf 

K,0,  &c.,  1800,  4to.  A  limited  impression  of  this  very  beantifiil  vohme^ 
rated  witJi  engravings  from  the  pencil  of  Westall,  was  ciroolated  by  the 
authojr  among  his  friends.    I  saw  a  copy  of  it,  bound  in  green  morooco,  with  thi 

original  letter  of  the  donor,  in  the  library  of  Earl  Spencer  at  Althoipi. MODir 

St.  Gothabd  :  By  ike  late  Duckeu  qf  Demmtkire,  folio.  Only  fifty  eofte  flf 
this  brilliant  volume  were  printed ;  to  a  few  of  which,  it  is  said.  Lady  Dim 
Beauclerc  lent  the  aid  of  her  ornamental  pencil,  in  some  beautifol  dnwimi  flf 
the  wild  and  romantic  sceneiy  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mount  St  Goted 

Dissertation  on  Etbubcan  Vases  ;  5y  Mr.  Christie,    Imperial  4to.   'WA 

elegant  Engravings.  Only  100  copies  of  this  truly  olassical  volume  were  printed. 
From  the  death  of  one  or  two  of  the  parties,  who  became  originally  possesaed  of 
it,  as  a  present  from  the  author,  it  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  Mr.  Christie  to  beooMb 
professionally,  the  vender  of  a  work  which  he  himself  never  meant  to  be  sold.  A 

copy  was  very  lately  disposed  of,  in  this  manner,  for  141, ^Bsntlbh  Bfibiou; 

Edited  by  [the  Rev.]  Dr,  Charles  Bumey  :  1807,  4to.  This  is  one  of  tiMUOst 
beautiful  productions  of  the  Shakspeare  press ;  nor  are  the  intrinsic  merits  oltb 
volume  inferior  to  its  external  splendour.  The  scaroer  copies  of  itarethossii 
medium  quarto ;  of  which  only  50  were  printed  :  of  the  imperial  quarto^  tkat 
were  150  executed. — I  add  two  move  similar  examples,  which  were  not  priotadst 
the  Shakspeare  press :— Lord  Baltimore's  Oaudia  Poetiea ;  Lat.  An^  etGaL 
with  plates.  (No  date).  Large  quarto.  Only  ten  copies  of  this  tare  vohat 
were  printed,  and  those  distributed  among  the  author's  friends :  a  copy  of  it  wii 
sold  for  6L108,  at  the  sale  of  Mr.  Reed's  books :  see  BibL  Reed,  n«.  6881  ft 
was  inserted  for  sale  in  the  catalogue  of  Mr.  Bumham,   booksdler  at  Nfft^ 

ampton,  A.D.  1796 —with  a  note  of  its  ritrity  subjoined. ^Vnws  or  OExm 

and  on  the  Nobth-Eastebn  Coast  or  Scotland.    Taken  in  1806.    Itchad 
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I  propa^ted  in  this  said  book,  so  partially  distributed. 

I  (o  works  printed  at  a  Private  Press,  we  have  had  a 

lYery  recent  testimony  of  the  avidity  with  whith  certain 

iToIumes,   executed   in    this    inauner,   and   of  which    the 

■  Impression   has  been   comparatively    limited,   have   been 

I  sought  after  by  book  Cognoscenti. 

,  FoSo.  By  fheMarchionatofSlafoTd.—TbaMieT-pnficmm^ottweaiy- 
a  pS(;ea  :  tbo  first  of  wbEcb  bean  tbis  UDAimumiiig  deaignalJou  ;  "Soma 
it  of  tbe  OrkDoy  Islaadii,  eitractod  from  Dr,  Barry's  History,  aad  Wal- 
tnd  Brand's  DBBcriplioDB  of  Orkney."  To  thia  clmpter  or  diiiaion  u  pre- 
id  a  vignette  of  Simma  ;  and  the  chapter  ends  at  p.  G.  Then  follow  four  vlewi 
If  the  Orkney  InUndn.— The  next  chapter  U  entitled  "  The  Cathedral  of  Kirk- 
'1,"  wbioh  nt  the  beginning  exhibits  a  vignette  oFtbe  CatAcdral  of  St.  Magiui, 
'  le,  at  p.  9,  a  vignette  of  a  Tomh  in  tht  Coi^rdral.  To  tbeee  SDO- 
d  twopUla,  preaonting  Views  of  tbo  Imiite  of  Iht  CiUkedral,  and  an^nit  in 
■  CW*«f™/.— The  third  chapter  commenws  at  p.  11,  with  "The  Earl  of 
~  '  ce,"  to  whiDh  a  vlgnotta  of  a  Stnrt  in  Kirheall  U  prefixed.  It 
Is  at  p.  12,  ODil  in  followed  hy  a  ptate  ekhibitlng  a  riew  of  the  Doar-vag  gf  Aa 
'j  J'altitt;  by  another  of  the  Jlall  of  the  Earti  Palnet;  and  by  a  third 
ntaining  two  Viewi,  naniely,  the  IiuirU  oflKi  Jlail,  and,  upon  a  larger  tcala, 
Mtp  itt Uk  Hall.— "Tbe  Bay  of  the  Fnth"  ia  the  lubject  of  Che  fourth 
,  whlcih  exhibits  at  the  beginning  a  Tignutta  of  the  liilln  of  Hoii.  It 
M  at  p.  14,  with  a  vignette  of  Tlie  Dvarfs  SCane.  Then  follow  lii  ptatas, 
gntajning  a  view  at  tbe  Ban  ff  Frilk,  a  Virtr  from  Boy,  two  views  of  tbe 
■n  and  Walmi.  Circlet  nf  Iht  Slona  nf  SlrnsU,  and  two  views  of  SfromMw. 
"  apleris  entitled  "Duncanahay  or  Dungs  by- bead,"  which  bean  In 
it  a  rtgnottfl  of  Wick,  and  at  the  and,  in  p.  1 6,  a  vignette  of  the  Cattle  or 
ree  platea  follow :  the  flrat  presenting  a  view  of  iDi«icaiuioyfl«nf ; 
>  wcond.  Views  of  the  Stacii  of  Bohprigi  and  the  SilU  qf  HehmbiiLtr  nr 
inralfiii  tha  third,  a  View  of  The  OnJ.—"TbB  Castle  of  Helmadalo"  U  tha 
>  of  the  aacoaeding  chapter,  to  which  ia  prefixed  a  vignette  of  IJitmntalt 
It  anda  at  p.  19,  with  a  vignette  of  the  Bridgt  qf  Brm'a.  Then  foUow 
10  plates,  presenting  Views  of  Ilclnudale  CatUf,  and  the  CoaU  nf  SiMerland. — 
le  aabject  of  tbe  next  chapter  is  "  Dunrobln  Cattle,"  (the  ancient  seat  of  her 
yabip'aanoeatois,  and  now  a  residenoe  of  her  Ladyship,}  which  proaeatt,  at 
IS  banning,  a  vignette  of  DHurobia  Caitit,  and  after  the  close  of  the  oh^Ier, 
jlp.  S3,  fourpiatea;  tha  first  of  which  ia  a  View  of  DanrolnA  CaMUaad  the 
mding  acenery  1  tbe  second,  asmaller  View  of  tha  Ciufle.-  the  third,  a  View 
f  Jtnid  Staaai,  with  another  of  Bailie  Sloiia  in  SiraltitU :  and  the  fourth, 
raocA,  vUA  dit  Tl-iju'i  Cmia.  -The  last  chapUr  is  eotitlad  "The  Chapel  of 
»  which  ia  prefixed  a  vignette  of  Auu/yu  Chii/iet.  It  ia  followed  by 
;  tbe  first  eibibiting  a  View  of  a  Column  in  RoHlyn  CAapel ;  tha  as- 
tDd,  a  Door-mig  in  Ihe  Chapel ;  the  third,  tbe  Tottb  of  Sir  William  St.  Clatr  ; 
4  the  fourth,  fuiiUDrnif»i,  tbe  rendeoce  of  the  slogont  and  plaintive  Drum- 
;  with  whose  beautiful  Sonoat,  to  Ibia  bin  roniantiu  habitation,  tha  voluma 
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Lis.    You  aUude  to  the  Strawberry  Hill  Press  1* 
Lysand.    I  do ;  but  I  have  not  so  ardent  an  adminr 

Of  the  Toluiiie  which  had  been  thus  described,  only  120  copies  were  pfinied.  The 
l^ews  were  all  d»wu  and  etched  by  her  Ladjrriiip :  and  are  executed  with  a 
Bpiiit  and  correctness  which  would  have  done  credit  to  the  most  soooesifoldiseqple 
of  Rembrandt  A  copy  of  the  work,  which  had  been  preeented  to  the  late  Bifl^ 
Hon.  C.  F.  Greville,  produced,  at  the  sale  of  his  books,  the  sum  of 
goinc 


*  For  the  gratification  of  such  desperately-smitten  bibliomaoiacai,  who  laafevo 
stone  untamed  for  the  possession  of  what  are  called  StrjlWBKBBT  HiUi  i^imi^ 
I  subjoin  the  following  list  of  books,  printed  at  the  celelmited  seat  of  Sir  Hones 
Walpole  (afterwards  Lord  Orford)  at  Strawbeny  Hill :  situated  between  Bieh- 
mond  and  Twickenham,  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames.  TUs  list^  and  the  ooea- 
sional  bibliographical  memoranda  introduced,  are  taken  from  the  ocDeotiQB  of 
Strawberry  Hill  books  in  the  library  of  the  Marquis  of  Bute,  at  Lntoa ;  aD  of 

them  being  elegantly  bound  by  Kalthoeber,  in  red  moroooo. 1.    Tmo  dm  if 

Mr.  Oray,  •'  ^muavra  rwcroMfi,"  Pindar  Olymp.  n.  Printed  fdr  R  aad  X 
Dodsley,  1757,  4to.,  19  peges,  1000  copies.  In  these  copies  there  is  MmetiBMS 
(but  Tery  rarely)  prefixed  a  short  poem  of  six  stanxu,  in  alteinate  rhyme,  "^  Mi^ 
Gtay,  on  his  Poems."  As  there  were  only  tix  copiet  of  these  wuisea  ptinted^  I 
subjoin  them : 

Beplne  not»  Oray,  that  our  weak  dssdad  eyts 

Thy  dazing  heights  and  brl^tness  iihan. 
How  fiBw  can  tndk  the  eagle  to  the  slde^ 

Or,  like  him,  gais  upon  the  sun  I 

The  gentle  resder  loTes  the  gentle  mnie. 

That  little  dares,  and  little  means. 
Who  humbly  dps  her  learning  trom  BtvUwt, 

Or  flatters  in  the  Magazinu. 

No  longer  now  trom  learning's  sacred  store. 
Our  minda  their  health  and  Tigoor  draw  ; 

HoMKR  and  Pindar  are  revered  no  more. 
No  more  the  SkiinrrUe  i$  law. 

Thon^  nnrst  by  these,  in  Tain  thy  muse  a^^enn 

To  breathe  her  ardonra  in  our  souls  ; 
In  vain  to  sightless  eyes,  and  deaden'd  ears. 

Thy  lightning  gleams,  and  thunder  rolls  I 

Yet  droop  not  Grit,  nor  quit  thy  heaT^-hom  art : 

Again  thy  wondrous  powers  reyeal. 
Wake  alumb'ring  virtue  in  the  BriUm'a  hearty 

And  rouse  us  to  r^Uet  and /as!  I 

With  sntient  deeds  our  loDg-^hUl'd  bosoms  firs. 

Those  deeds  which  mark'd  ELisa's  reign ! 
Hake  Britont  Greeks  again.— Then  strike  the  lyre. 

And  Pindar  shall  not  sing  in  vain. 

n.    A  journey  into  England,  originally  written  in  Latin,  by  Paid 

In  the  year  1598.    Printed  1757.    Advertisement  of  10  pagee  in  a  fine  large 
tiful  type,  printed  on  paper  of  great  delicacy.    The  body  of  the  work,  whkb  ii 
printed  in  a  smaller  type,  occupies  126  double  pages ;  on  account  of  the  Lstis 
and  English  being  on  the  opposite  pages,  each  page  is  marired  with  the 
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ion   of  these  volumes,   as   the  generality   of    collectors. 
,  the  contrary,  I  think  that  the  Hafod   Press  has,  by 

Only  220  copies  of  ttiis  curious  and  alegaat  work  were  printed. 

b  FugilaePiaei  in  Vo-m  ami  Pviu.    PtreiiM  el  ImfUaiUor.    MDOCLVm.  Svo. 
npngeeot  dediaatlon  "To  the  Hocoorabls  Uajor  Qeneral  Hbhrt  SirHoclt 
"  t«a  p&gns  of  a  table   of  coaMnts,    body  of  tbe  worlc  21S  pagu, 

fluted  with  tho  small  type  :  and  only  200  copies  struelt  off. iv.  A  a  aefomU 

^Jlania  at  it  vaiinlh  year  1710.  By  Charlti  Lard  WKitwortk.  Printed  at  S,H, 
(vo.  AdvurtiBomoot  24  pages,  body  of  tbU  work  153— with  a  page 
1,  700  copies  printed.  This  is  an  intannting  and  elegantly  printed  little 
Aparalld,  ta  the  auffina-  rj  PliUarck,  &elio«»  a  tiwif  ali/aalcd 
M  rf  FUmitet,  and  ant  team  ever  heard  of  in  SiiglaTid.  £y  lie  Reaersiid  Mr. 
I,  17GS,  Sto.  This  is  tbe  beautiful  and  ourioua  little  volume,  of  wbieh 
n  has  alraady  been  mode  at  p.  M,  anto.  Seven  hundred  copies  of  it  "ere 
printed ;  and  from  a  copy,  origioally  in  the  posseGaion  of  the  lato  Ur,  John 
Mann,  of  Durham,  I  learnt  that  "tbe  clear  proBta  ariidog  from  th«  sale  of  It 
being  about  SOOf.,  were  applied  for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Uill  uid  hia  family." 
(Moglisbeobi  was  "the  man  of  Florence  :"  and  Pill  "tbe  one  scaroe  evi 
of  in  England."]  A  copy  of  this  edition,  with  M3.  notes  by  Mr.  Cole,  i 
chued  by  Mr.  Waldron,  at  the  sale  of  George  3teeveii!i'a  books,  for  il.  Sn. 

reprinted  byDodsley:  but  the  ourioua  sook  only  the  present  edition. Ti.Ziicani 

Pianalia,  mdocli.,  *to.  This  is  tho  most  beautiful  volume,  in  point  of  printing, 
which  the  Strawberry  Hill  press  ever  produeod.  A  tolerably  copious  aooount  of 
it  will  be  found  in  my  Intivdvlun  ta  tht  Clama,  vol.  ii.,  p.  63.  Kirgate  the 
printer   (recently   deceased)  told  me  that  uncommon  p^ns  were  [okeo  with  it* 

typographical  exooution. vn.   Arttatolei  of  Painting   in  England;    MDOOLII. 

four  volumes  ;  Catalogue  oj  Engravtei,  -Ito.,  one  volume.  This  is  the  firit,  and, 
OD  account  of  having  the  eaihest  impressions  of  tho  plates,  the  hat  edition  of  this 
amusing,  and  once  popular  work.  It  was  reprinted  Ln  quarto,  in  1765  ;  of  which 
edition  I  beEisve  800  copies  were  struck  off.  Again,  in  1736,  crown  8vo.,  five  vo- 
lumes, without  the  plates. vm.  Tht  Lijiqf  Edward  Lord  Bei-betlof  Chtrlmil, 

written  by  himself.  Printed  in  tbe  year  kdcolxix,  4ta.  Dedication  of  two  pagea 
to  Lord  Powis.  Advertisement  six  pages,  not  numbered.  After  this,  there  should 
be  a  "Genealogical  Table  of  the  family  of  Herbert."  which  is  vary  scarce,  on 
account  of  its  being  suppressed  by  Mr.  Walpote,  for  its  inaocunwy.  The  life 
occupied  171  pages.  "Mr.  Walpole,"  says  the  late  Ur.  Cola,  "when  I  was  with 
bim  in  the  autumn  of  1733.  at  which  time  the  book  was  partly  printed,  told  me 
that  either  one  or  two  hundred  copies  were  to  be  printed  ;  half  to  be  sent  to  the 
Earl  of  Powis,  and  the  other  half  ha  was  to  resnrvo  for  himself,  aa  presents  to  hi» 
friends  ;  so  that,  except  the  book  is  reprinted  by  some  boobaeller,  privately,  as 
pnbably  it  will,  it  will  be  aauriosity.      It  was  not  published  till  tbe  end  of  June, 

1764,  when  the  honourabta  editor  soot  it  to  mo. ix.  Poewu  ty  Auhii  C'AanArrt, 

Countess  Temple.  HDOCIAIV,  4to.  Thia  volume,  Bonl^ning  13  poems  on  various 
aul^'eets,  is  printed  in  34  pages,  with  a  large,  but  not  very  elegant  type.     Oal7 

100  eopiei   were  struck  oSl X.   Tin  Jfyden'ou  JUalhiT.    A  Tragedy,  by  Mr. 

Horace  Wal[Hls.    Sit  mihi  fas  audita  loqui  Virg.  Printed  at  3.  H,,  itficcLXvni. 

^9ra.    Ko  vignetteon  the  back.    First  leaf,  errata,  and  "persons'  [of  the  play.] 

inted  with  the  small  type  on  120  pages ;  after  which  follows  a  "posteoHpt"  of 

Only  EiO  oojAm  printed.    An  uncut  copy  was  reoentty  sold  for  61.  ISit. 
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one  single  production  only,  outweighed  the  whole  of  the 
WalpoUan  lucubrations ;  at  least  on  the  score  of  utility. 

XI.  Comilie  vettaU.   TragSdie,     Imprimte  Ik  S.  H.  XDOOLZnn,  Svo.,  SOO 

copies.  The  title-page  is  followed  by  a  letter ''a  Mods.  Horace  Walpole."  A 
page  of  the  names  of  the  actors  '.forms  the  commencement  of  the  wozk,  vhioh 
contains  91  pages,  neatly  printed.      Only  200  copies  printed,  of  which  150  wers 

sent  to  Paris. xn.  Poemt  hy  the  Reverend  Mr.  ffoifland,  MDCXTLXIX,  8to.  Hm 

advertisement  ends  at  p.  iv. ;  the  odes  occupy  19  pa^pes.  Although  this  fittie 
Tolume  is  not  printed  with  the  usual  elegance  of  the  S.  EL  preas,  it  is  Talnafale 
from  its  scarcity,  on  account  of  its  never  having  been  re-printed.    Only  800  eopisi 

were  struck  o£f. XUL  Original  LeUen  from  K.  Edward   VL  to  BanuAg  #ttt- 

patriek,  1772,  4to.    I  am  not  acquainted  with  any  drcomstance,  intrinsio  or  cs- 

trinsiOy  that  renders  this  small  volume  sought  after. xrv.  MueeilaMtom$  AtUi- 

quiliet,  or  a  collection  ofcuriaui  papen  :  either  republished  from  aeazce  tneti,  «r 
now  fint  printed  from  original  MS8.    Two  munbers  printed  by  Thomas  Kiigats^ 
MDOOLXZn,  4to.    No.  I.  Advertisement  of  two  pages,  ending  p.  iv.    Hie  numbsr 
contains  besides :    Contents.  Chap.  I  "  An  account  of  some  Tournaments  and 
other  martial  Diversions."    This  was  reprinted  from  a  work  written  by  Sir  Wil- 
liam Segar,  Norroy  y  and  is  called  by  the  author,  Honour,  Militaiy  and  Cenil^ 
printed  at  London  in  1602.     Chap.  II.  Of  "Justs  and  Tournaments,"  Ac,  fhn 
the  same.    Chap.  III.  "  A  Triumph  in  the  Reigne  of  King  Richard  the  Ssoood, 
1890,"  from     the  same*     Chap.  IV.  "A  Militarie  Triumph  at  Bmsaels,  Amw 
1549,"  from  the  same.    Chap.  V.  "Of  Justs  and  Toumeaments,'*  k/a,,  from  tbe 
same.    Chap.  VI.  "Triumphes  Military,  for  honour  and  loue  of  Ladiefl:  brooght 
before  the  Kings  of  England,"  from  the  same.     Chap.  VII.  ''Of  the  life  sod 
actions  in  Armes  since  the  reigne  of  Queene  Elisabeth,"  from  the  same.  Clu^.  VJU. 
''  The  original  occasions  of  the  yeerely  Triumph  in  England."    All  these  tndi 
are  taken  from  the  above  work.      No.  II.  Second  leaf,  a  plate  of  a  head  from  the 
original  wood-cut  by  Hans  Holbein.    Contents.    This  number  is  almost  entinty 
occupied  by  the  "  Life  of  Sir  Thomas  Wyat,  tbe  elder,"  copied  by  Mr.  Qnm 
from  the  originals  in  the  Harloion  Collection,  now  in  the  British  Museum.    DkU 
extends  to  p.  54,  aftor  which  is  an  Appendix  of  eight  pages  on  a  few  misoellaneooi 

subjects.       Five  hundred  copies  were    printed. zv.    Memoirs  du   ComU  de 

OrammoTit,  par  Monsieur  le  Comte  Antoine  Hamilton.  Noovelle  editioiw 
Augument^e  denotes  et  eclaircissemens  necessaires.  Par  M.  Hobagb  Wal- 
FOLB.  MDCCLXXU,  4to.    The  title-page  is   succeeded  by  a  dedication  "k|Ea- 

dame ,"  in  six  lines  and  a  half,  printed  in  a  very  large  type.    Then  foUovs 

an  "  Avis  de  L'Editour,"  and  "  Avertissement,*'  occupying  three  psgee.  An 
"Epitre  k  Monsieur  le  Comte  de  Orammont,*  continues  to  p.  xxi :  then  a  "  Table 
des  Chapitres,"  to  p.  xxiii.,  on  the  back  of  which  are  the  errata.  The  body  of  the 
work  extends  to  290  pages  ;  which  are  succeeded  by  "  Table  des  PersooneB,'  or 
index,  in  three  pages.  These  memoirs  are  printed  with  the  middle  siscitype ;  but 
neither  the  type  nor  paper  are  so  beautiful  as  are  those  of  Hentzner's  Travels,  or 
the  comparison  between  Magliabechi  and  HilL  Pobtraitb.  L  Le  Comte  An- 
toine Hamilton,  faces  the  title  page.  2.  Philibert,  Comte  de  Qrammont,  opposite 
the  **  Epitre :"  badly  executed.  8.  A  portrait  of  Miss  Warminster,  opponte 
p.  85,  in  the  style  of  Worlidge's  gems.  4.  Mademoiselle  d*Hamilton,  ComtesN 
de  Qrammont,  faces  p.  92.  This  engraving,  by  G.  Powle,  is  executed  in  a  styto 
of  beauty  and  spirit  that  has  seldom  been  surpassed.  5.  Lord  Chesterfield,  seoood 
Earl,  in  the  style  of  the  preceding ;  very  beautifiiL    There  were  only  100  oopisi 
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I  might  here  add^  to  the  foregoing  sjrmptoms^  a  passion 
to  possess  works  which  have  been  suppressed,  condemned, 
or  burnt ;   but  all  these  things  rank  under  the  head  ot 

of  thb  edition  printed,  of  which  SO  were  sent  as  presents  to  Paris. xyl     The 

Simp  Walier,  a  Comedy :  in  two  acts.  Translated  [by  Lady  Craven]  from  the 
French,  in  March.  Printed  by  T.  Kirgate,  MDCCLXXvm,  8vo.  It  is  printed  in 
the  small  type  on  66  pages,  ezdnsively  of  viiL  introductory  ones,  of  '*  prologuee" 
and  "  persons,"  ko.    Only  75  oopies  were  printed :  and  of  these,  one  was  sold 

for  4/.  in  the  year  1804,  at  a  public  auction. xyn.  A  Letter  to  the  Editor  qf 

the  MimxUaniet  tff  Thomas  Chatterton,  Printed  by  T.  Kiigate.  mdoolxxdc,  Syo. 
This  titie  is  preceded  by  what  is  called  a  bastard  title :  and  is  followed  by  55 

pages  of  the  work,  not  very  elegantly  printed.    Only  200  copies. xvm.  The 

Mum  Retailed,  an  ode  occasioned  by  tiie  nuptials  of  Lord  Viscount  Althorp  (the 
late  Bail  Spencer)  and  Miss  Lavinia  Bingham,  eldest  daughter  of  Charles, 
Lord  Luoan,  March  vi,  mdoolxxxi.  fiy  William  Jones,  Esq.  Printed  by 
Thomas  Kiii^te,  mdcolxxxl  4to.  Eight  pages,  exdusiyely  of  the  title-page. 
Printed  in  the  middle  sise  type  ;  but  neither  the  paper  nor  typographical  execu- 
tion axe  in  the  best  style  of  the  S.  H.  press.    Only  250  copies  printed. xix. 

A  Deteripiion  qf  the  VUla  qf  Mr.  Horace  Walpole,  yowhffest  mm  qf  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  Bad  qf  Orford,  at  Strawberry  Hill,  near  Tvcidsenham,  Middletex. 
With  an  inventory  of  the  Furniture,  Pictures,  Curiosities,  ftc  Printed  by 
Thomas  Kiigate,  mcclxxxiv,  4to.  This  book  contains  96  pages  in  the  whole. 
It  was  preceded  by  a  small  quarto  impression  of  mdcclxxiy  :  which  is  scarce  ; 
and  of  which  there  are  laige  paper  copies.  The  work  entitied  jBdee  Walpoliana 
was  printed  in  mdcolxvil 

Plates  to  the  edition  of  1784. 

1.  Frontispleoe,  Gothic ;  motto  on  a  scroll,  "Fari  quao  sentiat." 

2.  North  Front  of  Strawberry  Hill. 
8b  Entrance  of  Strawberry  Hill. 

4.  View  of  the  Prior's  Qarden,  at  ditto. 
6.  Chimney  in  the  Great  Parioiur. 

6.  Ohinmey  in  the  China  Room. 

7.  Chimney  in  the  Yellow  Bedchamber. 

8.  Do. Blue  Bedcnamber. 

9.  Stalroase  at  Strawbeny  HilL 

10.  Library  at  4itiio. 

11.  Chimney  Pieoe  of  the  Holbein  Chamber. 

12.  The  Gallery. 

18.  diimney  in  the  Round  Boom. 

14.  The  CaUnet. 

15.  View  from  the  Great  Bedchamber. 

10.  Garden  Gate. 

17.  View  of  the  Chapel  in  the  Garden  at  Strawbeny  Hill. 

18.  The  Shell  Bench. 

19.  View  from  the  Terrace  at  Strawberry  Hill. 

20.  East  View  of  the  Cottage  Garden  at  Strawberry  HilL    There  were  only  200 
oopies  of  this  edition  printed. 
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causes  o)  the  rarity  of  booka ;  and  as  an  entire  vohme 
might  be  written  upon  this  sjrmptom  alone^  I  can  here 
only  allude  to  to  the  subject ;  hoping  some  diligent  biUio- 

The  following  may  anraae  the  oarioos  reader : 

"Mr.  Walpole  is  very  ready  to  oblige  any  oviioon  peraons  with  the  dght  of  Uf 
house  and  oolleotion  ;  but  as  it  is  situated  so  nearto  London,  and  In  so  popokos 
a  neighbourhood,  and  as  he  refuses  a  ticket  to  nobody  that  sends  for  one,  it  Is  h«t 
reasonable  that  such  persons  as  send  should  comply  with  the  roles  he  has  been 
obliged  to  lay  down  for  shewing  it : — ^Any  person,  sending  a  day  or  two  before 
may  have  a  ticket  for  four  persons  for  a  day  oertain  ; — No  Ticket  will  senre  but 
on  the  day  for  which  it  is  given.  If  more  than  four  persons  oome  with  a  tieket^ 
the  housekeeper  has  podtiTe  orders  to  admit  none  of  them ; — Brery  tidcei  wfll 
admit  the  company  only  between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  three  before  dinner, 
and  only  one  company  will  be  admitted  on  the  same  day ; — ^The  house  will  nefer 
be  shewn  after  dinner,  nor  at  all  but  from  the  first  of  May  to  the  first  of  Oetobsr ; 
—As  Mr.  Walpole  has  given  offence  by  sometimes  enlarging  the  number  o  four, 
and  refusing  that  latitude  to  others,  he  flatters  himself  that  for  the  future  nobody 
will  take  it  ill  that  he  strictly  confines  the  number ;  as  whoever  desires  him  t» 
break  his  rule  does  in  effect  expect  him  to  disoblige  others,  which  is  idiat  nobody 
has  a  right  to  desire  of  him  ; — Persons  dearing  a  ticket  may  iqpply  either  to 
Strawberry  Hill,  or  to  Mr.  Walpole's,  in  Berkeley  Square,  Loudon.  If  any  per- 
son  does  not  make  use  of  the  ticket,  Mr.  Walpole  hopes  he  shall  have  notioe : 
otherwise  he  is  prevented  from  obliging  others  on  that  day,  and  thenoe  is  pot  to 
great  inconvenience ;— They  who  have  tickets  are  desired  not  to  bring  ohndran." 

^XX.  A  copy  of  aU  the  Worh  qf  Mr,  Walpole  that  ven  printed  by  Atw  fi^wv 

his  death,  17S4,  4to.    This  brochure,  which  has  been  called  "  rare"  in  book-anetioa 

oatalogues,  has  been  sold  for  upwards  of  two  guineas. xxi.  Potleeript  to  tie 

Royal  and  NobU  Authort.  lOOOXXXYi,  8vo.  There  should  be,  before  the  title-page^ 
an  outline  etching  of  "  Reason,  Rectitude,  and  Justice,  appearing  to  Christtn  da 
Pisan,  &c.,  from  an  illumination  in  the  library  of  the  King  of  Franoe,"  which  is 
exceedingly  well  engraved.  The  work  contains  only  18  pages :  and  there  were 
but  40  copies  printed.  The  Royal  and  Noble  A  vtkors  were  first  printed  in  1759, 8vo. 

2  vols, xxn.   Essai  mr  VAri  dee  Jardins  Modenus,  par   M.   Horace  WaL 

pole.  Traduit  en  FrangolB,  par  M.  Le  Duo  de  Nivemois,  en  xdoclxxxiv.  /»- 
primS  d  S.  H.  par  T.  Kirgate,  mdcclxxxv.  With  an  opposite  title  in  English, 
4ta  It  contains  94  double  pages,  and  every  page  of  French  has  an  opposite  one 
of  English.    Not  printed  in  the  best  manner  of  S.  H.    A  copy  of  this  book  wa^ 

sold  for  3^. ;  at  a  sale  in  1804. xxm.  Bishop  Bonner's  OhosL  Printed  by  T.  K. 

KDLCCXZXiz,  4to.  On  the  first  leaf  is  the  following  "  Argument."  "In  the 
gardens  of  the  palace  of  Fulham  is  a  dark  recess  :  at  the  end  of  this  stands  a 
chair,  which  once  belonged  to  Bishop  Bonner.  A  oertain  Bishop  of  London  (the 
late  Beilby  Porteus)  more  than  200  years  after  the  death  of  the  aforesaid  Bonner, 
just  as  the  clock  of  the  gothic  chapel  had  struck  six,  undertook  to  cut,  with  bis 
own  hand,  a  narrow  walk  through  this  thicket,  which  is  since  called  the  Monies 
wUk,  He  had  no  sooner  begun  to  clear  the  way,  than  lo  I  suddenly  up  started 
from  the  chair,  the  ghost  of  Bishop  Bonner,  who)  in  a  tone  of  just  and  bitter 
indignation,  uttered  the  following  verses.'*  This  curious  publication  contains  only 
four  pages  of  stanzas,  written  in  alternate  rhyme,  of  8  and  6  feet  metre. 
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grapher  will  one  day  do  for  tis  what  foreigners  have 
done  for  other  nations. 

Thus  have  I,  rather  slightly,  discussed  the  Symptoms 
of  the  Disease,  called  ijrijf  ^(tlUomaiUa.  During  this 
discussion,  I  see  our  friend  has  been  husy,  as  he  was  yes- 
terday evening,  in  making  sketches  of  notes ;  and  if  you 
examine  the  finished  pictures  of  which  such  outlines 
may  be  made  productive,  you  will  probably  have  a  better 
notion  of  the  accuracy  of  my  classification  of  these 
symptoms. 

It  is  much  to  be  wished,  whatever  may  be  the  whims 
of  desperate  book-collectors,  that,  in  some  of  those  vo- 
lumes which  are  constantly  circulating  in  the  biblioma- 
niacal  market,  we  had  a  more  clear  and  satisfactory 
account  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  arts  and  sciences. 
However  strong  may  be  my  attachment  to  the  profession 
of  the  cloth,  I  could  readily  exchange  a  great  number  of 
old  volumes  of  polemical  and  hortatory  divinity  for 
interesting  disquisitions  upon  the  manners,  customs,  and 

XSIV,  Thi  Magpie  and  her  Brood ;  a  fable,  from,  the  tnles  of  BonnvoDture  da  Fe- 
lien,  volet  da  cliunbre  to  tho  Queen  of  Naiajra ;  addressed  to  Miss  Hotham. 

Tbii  ii  a  ver;  scarce  poetical  tmct  of  four  pages  oal;  ;  subscribed  H.  W. xzv. 

Fwrtctn  diffireni  pieai,  printed  at  Stralpfara  Hill,  of  verta,  cardt,  itc.  This 
title  I  borrDO  trDm  a  book-auction  catalogrue.  At  a  aale  in  1804,  thflBs  detached 
pieces  «ere  aold  (or  2(.  2i. ;  but  it  is  not  in  my  power  tc  identify  tbem.  Wbetbor 
they  be  the  same  "parcil  (^  tcraps,  and  loott  Itava  of  potiry,  tpigramt,"  i£c. 
vhlcb,  according  to  a  daily  newspaper,  trero  Kild  at  the  commencement  of  thia 
year  "  for  18  pounda,"  I  am  also  equally  ignorant.      See  Kirgali't  Calalogtu, 

ISIO,  no.   420. X£VI.     Bieroglyphic  Tola,  8to.     Only  aovan  copies  printed ; 

iJun,  D".  880.  Froia  tiewepaper  authority,  I  team  that  Uiess  tales  formed  "a 
■mall  pamphlet  of  two  sheets,  crown  Sva,,'  whioh  were  sold  for  ISt. ;  and  I  im- 
deratand  that  tba  laM  Mr.  G.  Baker  wiu  tbe  purchBoer.  N.B.  They  are  inoor- 
perated  ib  the  autbor's  printed  works;  but  this  ts  uot  having  tha^nf  and  (nie 
tdilionl    There  is  nothing  like  the  Domfort  of  bleeding  amartly  for  eihlbiliDg 

these  fourth  and  Sfth  eyni|itoniBof  the  Bibliomania  1  Vide  pp.  621,  625,  ante. 

XXvn,   Additiani  la  Firit  EdUumi  qf  iValpoli'l  Live!  of  llit  Paiattrt,  lemd. 

Srvtn.     Thi  Pnaat  Straabtrry  Hill  to  hit  Royal  Bighntttthe  Dittt  nf  ClartKet, 

aPoewt. XXIX.     T^ifatttrnfOtraateiitdvTaMt. XXX.     Air,a  Patm. 

SXXL     A  PotKcal  E/riiCU  to  Mrt.   Cntft. XXXQ.     A  Patiiml  SfitUt  loLadf 

Baralie  Waldeffrati,  on  tht  DtalKqfthe  Dtit  of  AiuaiHo. XXXin.     Tkt  Prat 

at  Sfrnvinry  Bill  to  Miu  Mary  and  Mia  Affiut  Btny,  a  Poetical  Spi$lU. 
[Tbeee  last  seven  articles  are  taken  from  Mr.  Cuthelt's  catalogue  of  1811.)  1 
sboutd  add  that  a  mutb  mora  oopious  and  comptele  list,  though  not  poaseasing  all 
the  intelilgenoo  here  oommuoicatod,  waa  prepared  by  the  lata  Mr.  George  Baker 
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general  history  of  the  limes.  Over  what  a  darii  and 
troublesome  ocean  must  we  sail,  before  we  get  even  a 
glimpse  at  the  pro^essive  improvement  of  our  ancestors 
in  civilised  life  !  Ob,  that  some  judicious  and  faithful 
reporter  had  lived  three  hundred  and  odd  years  ago ! — 
we  might  then  have  had  a  more  satisfactory  account  of 
the  origin  of  printing  with  metal  types. 

Lis.     Pray  give   us  your  sentiments  upon    this  latter 

for  prsBB ;  and  printed,  since  Lia  deoeue,  for  danatioDB  to  fau  partioiilKr  frieoib. 
Gulf  twenty  capieaaf  thisbib1iDf;raphiBim>Tocbuni(iniaud  totutre  been  sicealad. 
Wb  will  now  tuko  Itays  of  the  PttBHW   WAl.FOUA]iUtI  by  subjoiniag  &  eopj  vt    . 
tha  most  elegant  title.pa)^  vi^ette  wbish  erar  {aaaed  from  it. 


Before  the  render's  eyes  sre  linally  turned  from  n  coDtemplstion  of  Uiii  eleglnl 
devico— iHid  as  connected  witli  the  subject  of  PwviTE  Prkssbh— lot  we  inform 
him  that  the  Msrquis  of  Bute  is  in  posiieiaioa  of  a  thin  folio  volume,  eihitriting 
paintings,  upon  Tcllum^  of  the  voriona  devioes  uaed  by  Pope  Siirtus  V.,  io  thd 
frontiapieces  of  the  seveml  works  which  issued  from  the  Apobtoucai.  Prkb, 
while  he  filled  the  Papal  Chair.  To  a  tnsteful  bibliamaniac,  few  volumes  would 
afford  so  much  delight  sa  a  uontcmplatiun  of  the  present  one.  It  ia  quite  » 
l-ameliOK  in  its  way  I 
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subject    We  have  almost  the  whole  day  before  us : — the 
sun  has  hardly  begun  to  decline  from  his  highest  point. 

Lysand.  a  very  pretty  and  smooth  subject  to  discuss^ 
truly!  The  longest  day  and  the  most  effectually-reno- 
vated powers  of  body  and  mind^  are  hardly  sufficient  to 
come  to  any  satisfactory  conclusion^  upon  the  subject. 
How  can  I^  therefore^  after  the  fatigues  of  the  whole  of 
yesterday,  and  with  barely  seven  hours  of  daylight  yet 
to  follow,  pretend  to  enter  upon  it  ?  No :  I  will  here, 
only  barely  mention  Trithemius* — who  might  have  been 
numbered  among  the  patriarchal  bibliographers  we  no- 
ticed when  discoursing  in  our  friend's  Cabinkf — as  an 
author  from  whom  considerable  assistant  has  been  re- 
ceived respecting  early  typog^raphical  researches.  Indeed, 
Trithemius  merits  a  more  marked  distinction  in  the 
annals  of  Literature  than  many  are  supposed  to  g^rant 
him :  at  any  rate,  I  wish  his  labours  were  better  known 
to  our  own  countrymen. 

Lis.  I  will  set  his  works  down  among  my  literary 
deaderata.    But  proceed. 

Lysand.    With  what  ?    Am  I  to  talk  for  ever  ? 

Bblin.  While  you  discourse  so  much  to  the  purpose, 
you  may  surely  not  object  to  a  continuance  of  this  con- 
versation. I  wish  only  to  be  informed  whether  biblio- 
maniacs are  indisputably  known  by  the  prevalence  ot 
all,  or  of  any,  of  the  symptoms  which  you  have  just 
described. 

*  We  are  indebted  to  the  Abb^  Tbithxmius,  who  was  a  diligent  ohronioler  and 
indefatigable  visitor  of  old  libraries,  for  a  good  deal  of  ourioos  and  interesting 
intelligenoe ;  and  however  Scioppius  (De  Oriff.  DomiU  AuUriae,),  Brower  ( VU, 
FartunaL  Pidav,,  p.  18.),  and  Po8sevinu8(^ppa«ian<flacr.  p.  946),  may  carp  at 
his  simplicity  and  want  of  judgment,  yet,  as  BJaillet  (from  whom  I  have  borrowed 
the  foregoing  authorities)  has  justly  remarked — "  since  the  time  of  Trithemius 
there  have  been  many  libraries,  particularly  in  Germany,  which  have  been  pil- 
laged or  burnt  in  the  destruction  of  monasteries ;  so  that  the  books  which  he 
describes  as  having  seen  in  many  places,  purposely  visited  by  him  for  inspection, 
may  have  been  destroyed  in  the  conflagration  of  religious  houses."  Juffement  des 
Savant ;  vol.  ii,  pt.  i,  p.  71,  edit.  12mo.  It  is  from  Trithemius,  after  all,  that  we 
have  the  only  dirtei  evidence  concerning  the  origin  of  printing  with  metal  tjrpes : 
and  the  bibliographical  world  is  much  indebted  to  Chevelier  {L'Ori^nede  Vlmpri- 
merit  de  Paris,  1691,  4to.,  pp.  3-6.)  for  having  been  the  first  to  adduoe  the  posi- 
tive evidence  of  this  writer ;  who  tells  us,  in  his  valuable  Chronieon  Sirtav^iens 
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Alhan.     Is  there  any  other  passion,  or  fancy, 
book-way,    from   which  wc   may  judge  of  fliblioraania- 
cism? 

LysAND.  Let  me  consider.  Yes;  there  is  one  other 
characteristic  of  the  book-madman  that  may  as  well  be 
noticed.  It  is  an  ardent  desire  to  collect  all  THE  BDI- 
TloNSofa  work  which  have  been  published.  Not  only 
the  FIRST — whether  ttiinit,  uptm  large  paper,  in  the  black- 
letter,  tadque,  tall,  or  iliustrated — but  all  the   editions.* 


(1690,  a  vqIb.  foHo),  tlut  hs  received  hia 
teatiinotiy  from  the  month  of  Fust'e  «ni- 
1d-Uw — "  ei  ore  Petri  OpilioniB  nuriiri,'' 
— that  Outtsnburg  wae  tha  author  of  tho 
inTBDtioD.  The  hirtoricol  work*  of  Tri- 
thBmitu  wsre  coUeoted  and  publishwl  in 
1601,  in  folia,  two  puta,  and  bii  olliar 
vorka  are  minute);  detailed,  in.  Uie  9lb 
volume  of  the  Dietionaarit  MUUrfig-ne, 
publiahed  at  Csen,  in  1789.  Of  these,  one 
of  the  molt  carious  is  hia  Pulifgraphia  : 
being  first  printed  at  Paris,  in  IGI8,  in  a 
beautiful  folio  volume  ;  and  preaeDtiiig  us, 
in  the  frontispiece,  with  a  portisit  of  the 
abbd ;  which  is  probably  tiia  Brrt,  if  not 
the  oriiy  legitimate,  print  of  him  eitant. 
Wbether  it  be  copied  from  a  figure  ou  bia 
tomb — a*  it  has  a  good  deal  of  the  monH- 
aetdal  character—I  have  no  means  of 
aaoertainlng.  For  the  gratificatioa  of  all 
tasteful  bibliomaniacs,  an  admirable  .lac- 
simile  is  here  anneisd.  The  Potyp-nphia 
Of  THthemiiu  was  translated  into  Frenob, 
and  published  in  1601,  folio.  His  work 
Dt  SBriptnribiit  Ealaiaitidt,  Colon,  1G46, 
4to,,  with  two  Bppendiofls,  contains  much 
valuable  matter.  The  author  died  in  bis 
SGth  year,  A.D.  151S  :  acoonting  to  tho 
Inscription  upon  his  tomb  in  the  taonast^ry 
of  tho  Benedictines  at  Wirtxburg.  His  life 
has  beeo  written  by  Bussjus,  a  Jesuit.  See 
Im  Monbofe's  note  in  the  Juffrmau  lUt 
Savant;  ibid. 

*  I  frankly  confess  that  I  was,  myself,  t 

sfcreiK*  symptom  of  TAi  fliftiwrnaaia  ;  having  collected  oot  fewer  than  i...-.,- 
Jfoe  editions  of  the  Orzbk  TssTAMlHT-but  time  has  cooled  my  ardour,  and 
mended  my  judgment.  I  have  discarded  seventy,  and  retain  only  five  :  which 
are  JL  Stenmi'i  of  ]  S60,  Hir  ifcrnV  of  1821,  ifiif.  of  1707,  IFafaiV*  of  IJSI, 
and  OruuSoci'i  of  1810— as  beaatifuUy  and  accurately  reprinted  at  Oxford. 


desperately  afSicted  with  this 


I 
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Bblin.  Strange — but  true,  I  warrant ! 

Lysand.  Most  true ;  but,  in  my  humble  opinion,  most 
ridiculous  ;  for  what  can  a  sensible  man  desire  beyond 
the  earliest  and  best  editions  of  a  work? 

Be  it  also  noticed  that  these  works  are  sometimes 
very  capricious  and  extroardinary.  Thus,  Baptista  is 
wretched  unless  he  possess  every  edition  of  our  early 
{grammarians,  Holt,  Staiibridge,  and  WTuttinttm :  a  re- 
impression,  or  a  new  edition,  is  a  matter  of  almost  equal 
indifference :  for  his  slumbers  are  broken  and  oppressive 
unless  alt  the  dear  Wynkytis  and  Pynsons  are  found 
within  his  closet  ! — Up  starts  Florizbl,  and  blows  his 
bugle,  at  the  annunciation  of  any  work,  new  or  old, 
upon  the  diversions  of  Hawking,  Hunting,  or  Fishing  \* 
Carry  him  through  Camillo's  cabinet  of  Dutch  pictures, 
and  you  will  see  how  instinctively,  as  it  were,  his  eyes 
are  fixed  upon  a  sporting  piece  by  Wouvtrmans.  The 
hooded  hawk,  in  his  estimation,  hath  more  charms  than 
Guido's  Madonna : — how  he  envies  every  rider  upon  his 
.  white    horse ! — how    he  bums  to     bestride  the  foremost 

*  Some  Buparficial  notes,  sccompanisd  by  ta  intereititiK  wood-ant  o(  a  man 
tarrfJDg  hawks  for  sale,  ia  my  eilition  of  RobJnsoo'K  tnuislation  of  More'w 
Utopia,  kiodlod,  id  the  breast  of  Mr.  Joseph  Haalewood,  a  prodigioua  ardour  to 
punus  the  mibjoots  aboTe-mentionBd  to  their  farthest  poswblo  limits.  Not  Eolua 
himself  excited  greater  commotion  in  the  Mediterranean  waves  than  did  oiy 
1>[b1iomniiiacBl  friend  in  agitating  the  b!ack-letl«T  ocean — 'a  sedibus  iml^ — for 
the  disoovering  of  every  Tolame  which  had  been  published  upon  these  doleolalile 
pumlts.  AocerdiDgly  there  appeared  in  due  time — "[pant]  magni  procedere 
meases' — soms  very  iogoniouii  and  elaborate  diaquisitions  upoo  Hunting  and 
Hawking  and  Fishing,  in  the  ninth  and  tenth  volumes  of  TKcCrntiiTa  Litmxria; 
*bich,  with  such  additions  aa  his  enlarged  eipeHenco  has  subsequently  obtaiood, 
might  be  thought  an  interwting  work  if  reprinted  in  a  duododmo  Tolume.  But 
Mr.  Haslewood'a  mind,  ni  was  to  be  expected,  could  not  net  satisfied  with  what 
he  conndered  as  mere  %acUi  productions  :  accordingly,  it  became  clothed  with 
larger  wings,  and  meditated  a  bolder  Sight ;  and  aJter  soaring  in  a  Aawi>tike 
manner,  to  mark  the  object  of  its  prey,  it  pounced  upon  the  book  of  Uavking, 
Euitiny,  Fithiag,  <te,,  which  had  been  reprinted  by  W.    de  Worde,  from  the 

on  published  in  the  abbey  of  St.  Albans.     PreSied  to  the  rapublica- 

urious  volume,  the  reader  will  discover  a  great  deal  of  laborious  and 
iful  research  connected  with  the  book  and  ila  author.     And  yet  I  question 
Lhe  midst  of  all  the  wood-cuts  with  which  it  abounds,  there  be  found 
nore  suitable  to  the  Hiigh  and  mounting  spirit'  (see  Braithwait' 
iBinng disoouno  upon  Bawldng,  in  his  EnglM  GmtUia*,  p.  SOO-1,)  of  the 
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steed,  and  to  mingle  in  the  fair  throng,  who  tain  their 
blue  eyea  to  the  scarcely  bluer  expanse  of  heaven ! 
Here  he  recognises  Oervase  Markham,  spurring  his 
courser;  and  there  lie  fancies  himself  lifting  Dame 
Juliana  from  her  horse !  Happy  deception !  dear  fic- 
tion !  says  Florizel — while  he  throws  his  eyes  in  an 
opposite  direction,  and  views  every  printed  book  npOD 
the  subject,  from  Barnes  to  Thontton. 

There  are  other  tastes  of  an  equally  strange,  bat  more 
sombre,  character.    Dion  will  possess  every  work  wliich 

editor*!  tut«,  tluui  the  ensutsg  repnaentatioa  of  ft  inlgrim  HBwkerl  I — takaa 
from  one  of  ths  froDtispieoea  of  L'Acaiiamia  Perarrina  del  Dmi  ■.    156^  4tci^ 


We  will  conolude  ttjt  Hatctiag  notfl  with  the  following  eicarpt  from  one  of 
tlie  BBTlieat  editianB  of  the  abridgment  of  our  st&tutet :— 'unl  home  pringe  loa 
ove«  diacu[Q]  faaam,  gaihavkt,  Ian,  oa  awan  hon  de  le  nyat  mir  peyn  ds  inprison 
p[our]  vu  ui  ot  vn  lour  et  de  faire  fya  all  volunte  te  roy  at  que  nn]  homo  puii 
1«  feat  de  paque  p[R)]ch;n  au«iipart  *Hua  hi«it  de  le  brode  den^'  ^ipell  tds 
nyeiK,  goiiiatcte,  Im,  ou  Utnerei  but  la  mayn,  tor  peyn  de  forftdtore  sod  tanitt. 
at  que  DuU  eoohane  uonn  hAwke  hora  de  e[au]ueite  mr  peTue  da  forfoitai«  k 
li.  Inn  moyte  al  roy  et  Uater  a  oaluj  que  *oet  aur.'  Anno  xL  H.  *ij.  oa,  zrij. 
>lUfmaaMii(iut  .SlafttCorwit;  printedb;Pfaion,llW,8TO.,:foL  Imrij. 
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has  any   connexion^  intimate  or    remote^  with  Latimer 
and  Swedenborg  ;*   while   Antigonus    is   resolved   upon 


*  As  I  oould  not  oonsistentlj  give  Ehakuel  Swedenborq  a  niche  among 
the  bibliomaniacal  heroes  noticed  towards  the  conclusion  of  Part  V.  of  this  work, 
I  have  reserved,  for  the  present  place,  a  few  extracts  of  the  titles  of  his  works, 
from  a  catalogue  of  the  same,  published  in  1785 ;  which  I  strenuously  advise 
the  curious  to  get  possession  of — and  for  two  reasons  :  first,  if  he  be  a  Siceden- 
hcrgiatt,  his  happiness  will  be  nearly  complete,  and  he  will  thank  me  for  having 
pointed  out  such  a  source  of  comfort  to  him  :  secondly,  if  he  be  not  a  disciple  of 
the  same  master,  he  may  be  amused  by  meditating  upon  the  strange  whims  and 
fimoiee  which  possess  certain  individuals,  and  which  have  sufficient  attractions 
yet  to  make  proselytes  and  converts!!  Written  March  10,  A.D.  1811.  Now 
for  the  extracts.  '  A  Catalogue  of  the  printed  and  unprinted  Works  of  the  Hon. 
BHAiruiL  SwBDEimoBa,  in  chronological  order.  To  which  aro  added  some 
observations,  recommending  the  perusal  of  his  Theological  Writings.  Together 
with  a  compendious  view  of  the  Faith  of  a  new  Heaven  and  a  now  Church,  in 
its  UniverBal  and  Particular  Forms.  London,  printed  by  Robert  Hindmarsh, 
No.  82,  Clerkenwell  Close,  mdcxjlxxxv.  Those  marked  thus  (*)  are  translated 
into  English.' 

BO. 

18.  Regnvm  Animale,  or  the  Animal  Kingdom  in  three  parts.  The  first  treats 
of  the  Viscera  of  the  Abdomen,  or  the  lower  Region.  The  second,  of  tho 
Viscera  of  the  Breast,  or  of  the  Organs  of  the  superior  Region.  Tho  third, 
of  the  Skin,  the  Touch,  and  the  Taste,  and  of  organical  forms  in  goneraL 
Part  printed  at  the  Hague,  and  part  in  London,  1744, 1745,  in  4to. 

19.  De  CtiUu,  et  A  more  Dei,  or  of  the  Worship  and  Love  of  Ck>d.  The  first 
part  treats  of  the  Origin  of  the  Earth,  of  Paradise,  of  the  Birth,  Infancy, 
and  Love  of  the  first  Man,  or  Adam.  London,  1744,  in  4to.  The  second 
part  treats  of  the  Marriage  of  the  first  man,  of  tho  Soul,  of  the  intellectual 
Spirit,  of  the  State  of  Integrity,  and  of  the  Image  of  Ood.    London,  1745, 4to. 

20.  Arcana  CaUttia,  or  Heavenly  Mysteries  contained  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures 
or  Word  of  the  Lord,  manifested  and  laid  open,  in  an  Explanation  of  the 
Books  of  Genesis  and  Exodus,  interspersed  with  relations  of  wonderful  things 
seen  in  the  World  of  Spirits,  and  the  Heaven  of  Angels.  London,  from 
1747  to  1758,  in  eight  volumes,  4to.  "  In  this  work  the  reader  is  taught  to 
legazd  the  letter  of  the  Scriptures  as  the  Repository  of  Holy  and  Divine 
Things  within ;  as  a  Cabinet  containing  the  infinite  Treasures  and  bright 
Gems  of  spiritual  and  celestial  Wisdom;  &c."  (*)... 

SI.  D*  Ccelo  et  Inferno ;  or  A  Treatise  concerning  Heaven  and  Hell,  and  of  the 
wonderful  Things  therein  heard  and  seen.  London,  1758,  4to.  "  By  this 
work  the  reader  may  attain  to  some  conception  of  the  heavenly  kingdom, 
and  may  learn  therein  that  all  social  virtues,  and  all  the  tender  affections 
that  give  consistence  and  harmony  to  society,  and  do  honour  to  humanity, 
find  place  and  exercise  in  the  utmost  purity  in  those  delectable  abodes ; 
where  every  thing  that  can  ddlight  the  eye,  or  rejoice  the  heart,  entertain  the 
imagination,  or  exalt  the  understanding,  conspire  with  Innocence,  Love,  Joy, 
and  Peace,  to  bless  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect,  and  to  make  glad 
the  dty  of  our  God,"  &c.(*) 

2  N 
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securing  every  lucubration    of    Withers  or   Warbwrton; 
whether  grave  or  gay,  lively  or  severe. 

LoREN.  I  suspect  that,  like  many  dashing  artists,  you 
are  painting  for  effect  ? 

Phil.  On  the  part  of  Lysander,  I  may  safely  affirm 
that  the  preceding  has  been  no  caricatured  description. 
I  know  more  than  one  Baptista,  and  Florizel,  and  Dion, 
and  Antigonus. 

Lis.  I  hope  1  shall  shortly  add  to  the  number  of  sadi 
an  enthusiastic  class  of  book-collectors — I'm  for  Natund 
History  ;  and,  in  this  department,  for  birds  and  beasts— 
Gesner  and  Bewick  .'* 

Phil.  Restrain  your  wild  feelings — ^listen  to  the  sober 
satire  of  LysaYider.  Have  you  nothing  else,  in  closing 
this  symptomatic  subject,  to  discourse  upon  ? 

Lysand.  There  is  certainly  another  point  not  very 
remotely  connected  with  the  two  preceding ;  and  it  is 
this :  a  passion  to  possess  large  and  voluminous  work, 
and  to  estimate  the  treasures  of  our  libraries  rather 
by  their  extent  and  splendour  than  by  their  intrinsic 
worth  :  forgetting  how  prettily  Ronsardt  has  illustrated 

*  The  works  upon  Natural  History  by  Oesner,  and  especially  the  large  tomei 
published  about  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  are,  some  of  them,  veil 
worth  procuring';  on  account  of  the  fidelity  and  execution  of  the  wood-cats 
of  birds  and  animals.  Bewick's  earliest  editions  of  JBv'ds  and  Beasts  shovld  hi 
in  the  cabinet  of  every  choice  collector. 

+  le  te  confesse  bien  que  lo  fleuve  de  Seine 
A  le  cours  grand  et  long,  mais  tousiours  il  attraine 
Avec  soy  de  la  fange,  et  ses  plis  recourbrez. 
Sans  estre  iamais  nets,  sent  tousiours  embourbez  : 
Vn  petit  ruisselet  a  tousiours  I'onde  nette, 
Aussi  le  papillon  et  la  gentille  auette 
Y  Tont  puiser  de  Teau,  et  non  en  ces  torrens 
Qui  tonnent  d'vn  grand  bruit  pas  les  roches  courant : 
Petit  Sonnets  bien  faits,  belles  chansons  petites, 
Petits  discourds  gentils,  sent  les  flours  des  Charites, 
Des  Soeurs  et  d' Apollon,  qui  ne  daignent  aymer 
Ceux  qui  chantent  une  ceuvre  aussi  grand  que  la  mer. 
Sans  riue  ny  sans  fond,  de  tempestes  arm^e 
Et  qui  iamais  ne  dort  tranquille  ny  calm^. 

Poems  de  Honsard;  foL  171.     Paris  1660.  12mo. 

These  are  pretty  lines,  and  have  a  melodious  flow ;  but  Bonsard,  in  )a» 
8  and  9  feet  metres,  is  one  of  the  most  fascinating  of  the  old   French  podti. 
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this  subject  by  the  utility  and  beauty  of  small  rivers 
in  comparison  with  those  which  overflow  their  banks 
and  spread  destruction  around.  "Oh  combien  (says 
Cailleau^  in  his  Raman  BibUographiqm)  un  petit  livre 
bien  pens6^  bein  plein^  et  bein  6crit,  est  plus  agr6ablc, 
plus  utile  k  lire,  que  ces  vastes  compilations  a  la 
formation  desquelles  I'int^rSt  a  pr^sid^  plus  souvent 
que  le  bon  go&t !" 

Bblin.  Well ;  we  live  in  a  marvellous  book-collecting 
and  book-reading  age — yet  a  word  more  : 

Alman.  I  crave  your  pardon,  Belinda ;  but  I  have  a 
thought  which  must  be  now  imparted,  or  the  consequence 
may  be  serious. 

Lysand.     I  wait  both  your  commands. 

Alman.  My  thought — or  rather  the  subject  which  now 
occupies  my  mind — is  this:  You  have  told  us  of  the 
symptoms  of  the  Disease  of  Book-Madness,  now  pray 
inform  us,  as  a  tender-hearted  physician,  what  are  the 
means  of  its  cure  I 

Bblin.    The  very  question  I  was  about  to  put  to  our 

The  lubjeot,  above  alluded  to  by  Lysander,  may  be  yet  more  strongly  illustrated  : 
for  thus  speaks  Spizolius  upon  it.  'Solent  vizi  multguga>  lectionis,  qui  avid^, 
qnoB  possunt  versont  libros,  ut  in  mentis  ventrem  trajicere  eos  vello,  totosquo 
doTorare  videantur,  elegantis  proverbii  salivft  Libborum  Helluokes  nuncupari ; 
ipso  qnidem  Tullio  prselucente,  qui  ayidos  loctores  librorum,  ao  propemodum 
insiatiables  Helluones  dixit,  dquidem  vastissima  volumina  percurrant,  et  quicquid 
boni  succi  ezprimore  possunt,  propriis  et  alienis  impendant  emolumentis."  Again  : 
"  Maxima  oum  sit  eorum  Literarum  stoliditas,  qui,  quod  nocte  somniaruut,  con- 
tinno  edunt  in  lucem,  neque  ipsa  virium  imbeoillitate  suarum,  ab  ardao  scribendi 
munere  et  onere,  sese  revocari  patiuntur,"  &o.  Infelix  LiUratus ;  pp.  295,  447. 
Morof  is  worth  our  notice  upon  this  subject :  "  Veniamus  ad  Bibliothecas  ipsas, 
quales  Tel  privat»  sunt,  vel  publicse.  nis,  quanquam  in  molem  tantam  no  a 
excrescant  ut  publicsa  ;  sunt  tamen  etiam  inter  privatos  viri  illustres  et  opuleuti 
qui  in  libiis  omnis  generis  coemendis  nullis  parount  sumptibus.  Quorum 
0i0Kio/uwL(xr  reprehendit  Beneoa  £p,  2.  45,  et  cU  Traiiguil.  atiimi  c.  9,  ridot 
iMoianuM  in  libello  xpdc  dwaiituTov  km  wbXXA  fitfiXla  *^y4fuyov  ;  et  Auson. 
tpigr.  48.    Sunt  ita  animati  nonnulli,  ut 

magno  dtfiumine  mdlirU 
Quam  defojUiaUo  Umtundem  sumere  ; 

cum  Tastioris  Bibliotiieca)  minor  interdum  usus  sit,  quam  ejus  qwe  selectis  pauci- 
oribus  libris  constat."  Polyki»t.  LUerar,  vol.  i.,  p.  21.  He  goes  on  in  a  very 
amuffl'ng  maimer ;  but  this  note  may  be  thought  already  too  long.         ^ 

2  N  2 
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bibliomaniacal  physician.    Pray  inform  us  what  are  the 
means  of  cure  in  this  disorder  ? 

Lysand.  You  should  say  Probable  Means  op  Cure, 
as  I  verily  believe  there  are  no  certain  and  correct 
remedies. 

Belin.  Well,  Sir,  probable  means — ^if  it  must  be  so. 
Discourse  largely  and  distinctly  upon  these. 

Lysand.  Briefly  and  perspicuously,  if  you  please: 
and  thus  we  begin. 

In  the  first  place,  the  disease  of  the  Bibliomania  is 
materially  softened,  or  rendered  mild,  by  directing  our 
studies  to  useftd  and  profitable  works ;  whether  these  be 
printed  upon  small  or  large  paper,  in  the  gothic,  roman, 
or  italic  type.  To  consider  merely  the  intrinsic  excellence^ 
and  not  the  exterior  splendour,  or  adventitious  value,  of 
any  production  will  keep  us  perhaps  wholly  firee  from 
this  disease.  Let  the  midnight  lamp  be  burnt  to  illami- 
nate  the  stores  of  antiquity — whether  they  be  romances, 
or  chronicles,  or  legends,  and  whether  they  be  printed 
by  Aldus  or  Caxton — ^if  a  brighter  lustre  can  thence  be  jj 
thrown  upon  the  pages  of  modem  learning !  To  trace 
genius  to  its  source,  or^to  see  how  she  has  been  influenced 
or  modified  by  the  lore  of  past  times,  is  both  a  pleasing 
and  profitable  pursuit.  To  see  how  Shakspeare,  h&ce 
and  there,  has  plucked  a  flower  from  some  old  ballad  or 
popular  tale,  to  enrich  his  own  unperishable  garland; 
— to  follow  Spenser  and  Milton  in  their  delightful 
labyrinths  'midst  the  splendour  of  Italian  litaratore; 
are  studies  which  stamp  a  dignity  upon  our  intellectual 
characters !  But,  in  such  a  pursuit,  let  us  not  overlook 
the  wisdom  of  modem  times,  nor  fancy  that  what  is 
only  ancient  can  be  excellent.  We  must  remember  that 
Bacon,  Boyle,  Locke,  Taylor,  Chillingworth,  Robert- 
son, Hume,  Gibbon,  and  Paley,  are  names  which  always 
command  attention  from  the  wise,  and  remind  us  of  the 
improved  state  of  reason  and  acquired  knowledge  during 
the  two  last  centuries. 

Alman.  There  seems  at  least  sound  sense,  with  the 
prospect  of  much  future  good,  in  this  first  recipe.  What 
is  your  second. 
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Lysand.  In  the  second  place,  the  reprinting  of  scarce 
and  intrinsically  valuable  works  is  another  means  of 
preventing  the  propagation  of  this  disorder.  Amidst  all 
our  present  sufferings  under  the  Bibliomania^  it  is  some 
consolation  to  find  discerning  and  spirited  booksellers 
republishing  the  ancient  Chroniclers;  and  the  collec- 
tions known  by  the  names  of  "  The  Harleian  Miscellany" 
and  " Lord  Somers'  Tracts"  and  "  The  Voyages  of  Hak- 
biyt"*  These  are  noble  efforts,  and  richly  deserve  the 
public  patronage. 

*  In  the  Qvarterlif  Review  for  August,  1810,  this  my  second  remedy  for  coriDg 
the  disease  of  the  Bibliomania  is  considered  as  inefficient.    I  have  a  great  respect 
for  this  Review,  but  I  imderstand  neither  the  premises  nor  conclusions  therein  laid 
down  oonceming  the  subject  in  discussion.    If  "  those  who  cannot  afford  to  pur- 
chase original  publications  must  be  content  with  entire  reprints  of  them"    (I  give 
the  Tery  words,  though  not  the  entire  sentence),  it  surely  tends  to  lessen  the  de- 
gree of  competition  for  "the  original  publication.**    A  sober  reader,  or  an  eco- 
nomical book-buyer,  wants  a  certain  tract  on  the  ground  of  its  utility  : — but  take 
my  own  case— who  have  very  few  hundreds  per  annum  to  procure  food  for  the 
body  as  well  as  the  mind.    I  wish  to  consult  Roy's  tract  of  "  Rode  me  and  be 
not  wroth,"  (ride  p.  226,  ante) — or  the  "Expedition  into  Scotland"  of  1544  (see 
Bfr.  Beloe's  Anecdotet  qf  LitercUwe  and  Scarce  Boots,  vol  ii.,  p.  845),  because 
these  are  really  interesting,   as  well  as  rare,  volumes.    There  is  at  present  no  re- 
print of  either ;  and  can  I  afford  to  bid  ten  or  twelve  guineas  for  each  of  them  at 
a  public  book-salo  ?    But — lot  them  be  faithfully  reprintfd,  and  even  a  golden 
guinea  (if  such  a  coin  be  now  in  the  pocket  of  a  poor  bibliomaniac  like  m3rself) 
would  be  considered  by  me  as  dear  terms  upon  which  to  purchase  tho  original 
edition  t    The  reviewer  has  illustrated  his  position  by  a  model  of  the  Pigolb  dia- 
mond; and  intimates  that  this  model  does  not  "lessen  tho  public  desire  to  pos- 
sess the  original."    Lord  Mansfield  once  observed  that  nothing  more  frequently 
tended  to  perplex  an   argument  than  a  simile — (the  remark  is  somewhere  in 
Burrow/s  ReporU) ;  and  the  judge's  dictum  seems  here  a  little  verified.    If  the 
glass  or  crystol  model  could  reflect  ail  (he  Intire  of  the  original,  it  would  be  of 
equal  utility ;  but  it  cannot.    Now  the  reprint  d^es  impart  all  the  intelligence 
and  intrinsic  worth  of  the  original  (for  "the  ugliness  of  the  types"  cannot  be 
thought  worthy  of  aiding  the  argument  one  way  or  another)  therefore  tho  re- 
print of  Roy's  poetical  tract  is  not  illustrated  by  the  model  of  the  Pigot  diamond  : 
which  latter  cannot  impart  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  original.    Lot  us  now  say  a 
word  about  the  RepritU*  above  commended  by  Lysandor.    When  Mr.  Harding 
went  to  press  with  the  first  volume  of  the  JIarUian  MiMellany,  his  seal  struggled 
with  his  prudence  about  the  number  of  copies  to  be  printed  of  so  voluminous  a 
work.    AJsoordingly,  he  ventured  upon  only  250  copies.    Kb  the  work  advanced, 
(and,  I  would  hope,  as  the  recommendation  of  it,  in  the  last  edition  of  the  Biblio- 
mania, promoted  its  sale)  he  took  courage,  and  struck  off  another  250  copies  of 
the  earlier  volumes :  and  thus  this  magnificent  reprint  (which  will  be  followed  up 
by  two  Tolumee  of  additional  matter  collected  by  Mr.  Park,  ita  editor)  ouiy  be 
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LoREN.  I  fully  coincide  with  these  sentiments;  and, 
as  a  proof  of  it^  reg^arly  order  my  London  bookseller 
to  transmit  to  me  every  volume  of  the  reprint  of  these 
excellent  works  as  it  is  published. 

Belin.  Can  you  find  it  in  your  heart,  dear  brother,  to 
part  with  your  black-letter  Chronicles,  and  Hakluyt's 
Voyages,  for  these  new  publications  ? 

LoREN.  I  keep  the  best  editions  of  the  ancient  Chro- 
nicles ;  but  the  new  Fabian,  the  Harleian  Miscellany, 
Lord  Somers'  Tracts,  and  the  Voyages,  are  unquestion* 
ably  to  be  preferred ;  since  they  are  more  full  and  com- 
plete. But  proceed  with  your  other  probable  means  j>f 
cure. 

Lysand.  In  the  Uhird  pkice,  the"  editing  'of  our  best 
ancient  authors,  whether  in  prose  or  poetry,*  is  another 
means  of  effectually  counteracting  the  mischievous 
effects  arising  from  the  bibliomaniacal  disease  ;  and,  on 
this  score,  I  do  think  this  country  stands  pre-eminently 
conspicuous ;  for  we  are  indefatigable  in  our  attentions 
towards  restoring  the  corrupted  texts  of  our  poets. 

Phil.  Yet  forgive  me  if  I  avow  that  this  same  country, 
whose  editorial  labours  you  are  thus  commending,  is 
shamefully  deficient  in  the  cultivation  of  ^yictenf  EngBsk 

pronounced  a  profitable,  as  well  as  generally  serviceable,  publication  to  the  catue 
of  Literature.  The  original  edition  of  Lord  Somers  Tracts  having  become  ex- 
ceedingly Bcarco,  and  the  arrangement  of  them  being  equally  confused,  three 
spirited  booksellers,  under  the  editorial  inspection  of  Mr.  Walter  Scott,  are  patting 
forth  a  correct,  well  arranged,  and  beautiful  reprint  of  the  same  invaluable  work.  i ' 

Five  volumes  are  already  published.     The  Voyages  ofHaklnyt  are  repubUahing  by  ^ 

Mr.  Evans,  of  Pall  Mall.     Four  volumes  are  ahreatiy  before  the  public;  of  which  j 

only  250  copies  of  the  small,  and  75  of  the  large,  are  printed.    The  reprint  will  J 

contain  the  whole  of  Hakluyt,  with  the  addition  of  several  scarce  voyages  and  j 

travels.  \ 

♦  The  last  new  editions  of  our  standard  belles-lettres  writers  are  the  fonowzng :  j 

which  should  be  found  in  every  gentleman's  library.     Shakspeare^  1793,  15  vola.,  \ 

or  1803,  21  vols,  (vide  p.  427,  ante) ;  Pope,  by  Jos.  Warton ;  1796,  8  vols.  8to; 
or  by  LisU  Bowles,  1806,  9  vols.  8vo ;  Spenser,  by  H.   J,    Todd,  1806,  8  vols.  ^ 

8vo  ;  Milton,  by  the  Same,  7  vols.  8vo  ;  Massinger,  by   W.  Oifford,  1806,  4  vok.  \ 

8vo ;  Sir  David  Lyndsay,  by  George  Chalmers,  1806,  3  vols.  8vo.  ;  Drydeit,  by 

Walter  ScoU,  1808,  18  vols.   8vo;  Churchill,  by ,   1805,  2  vols.  8vo; 

Uudibras,  by  Dr.  Grey,  1744,  or  1809,  2  vols.  8vo ;  Ben.  Joiuok,  by  W,  Oiffiird 
{aub  yrelo) ;  and  Bishop  CorhetVt  Poems,  by  Octamus  Gilchrist,  1807,  Svo. 


i 
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History]  I  speak  my  sentiments  roundly  upon  this 
subject:  because  you  know^  Lysander^  how  vigilantly 
I  have  cultivated  it,  and  how  long  and  keenly  I  have 
expressed  my  regret  at  the  almost  total  apathy  which 
prevails  respecting  it.  There  is  no  country  upon  earth 
which  has  a  more  plentiful  or  faithful  stock  of  historians 
than  our  own ;  and  if  it  were  only  to  discover  how 
superficially  some  of  our  recent  and  popular  historians 
have  written  upon  it,  it  were  surely  worth  the  labour 
of  investigation  to  examine  the  yet  existing  records  of 
past  ages. 

LoREN.  To  efiect  this  completely,  you  should  have  a 
National  Press. 

Lis.  And  why  not?  Have  we  here  no  patriotic  spirit 
similar  to  that  which  influenced  the  Francises^  Richlieus, 
Colberts,  and  Louises  of  France  ? 

Alman.  You  are  getting  into  bibliographical  politics ! 
Proceed,  good  Lysander,  with  your  other  probable 
means  of  cure. 

Lysand.  In  the  fourth  place,  the  erection  of  Public 
Institutions*  is  of  great  service  in  diffusing  a  love  of 
books  for  their  intrinsic  utility,  and  is  of  very  general 
advantage  to  scholars  and  authors  who  cannot  purchase 
every  book  which  they  find  it  necessary  to  consult. 

Phil.  You  are  right.  These  Institutions  are  of  re- 
cent growth,  but  of  general  utility.  They  are  a  sort  of 
intellectual  Hospitals — according  to  your  mode  of  treat- 
ing the  Bibliomania.  Yet  I  dare  venture  to  affirm  that 
the  News-Paper  Boom  is  always  better  attended  than 
the  Library ! 

Lysand.  Let  us  have  no  sarcasms.  I  will  now  give 
you  the  fifth  and  last  probable  means  of  cure  of  the  Bib- 
liomania ;  and  that  is  the  Study  of  Bibliography  yf 

*  The  Royal,  London,  Surrey,  and  Russel  Institutions,  have  been  the 
means  of  concentrating,  in  divers  parts  of  the  metropolis,  large  libraries  of  useful 
books ;  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  eventually  bring  into  disgrace  and  contempt 
what  are  called  Circulating  Libraries— Yehides,  too  often,  of  insufferable  nonsense, 
and  irremediable  mischief ! 

+  "Unne  bonne  BiBLiOGRAPniE,"  says  Marchand,  "soit  jg^n^rale  soit  par- 
ticuli^re,  soit  profane  soit  6ccMsiastique,  soit  nationale,  provinciate,  ou  locale,  soit 
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Lis.  Excellent ! — ^Treat  copiously  upon  this  my  darlii 
subject. 

Belin.  You  speak  with  the  enthusiasm  of  a  yom 
convert ;  but  I  should  think  the  study  of  BiUiography 
sure  means  of  increasing  the  violence  of  the  book-diseai 

Lysand.  The  encouragement  of  the  Study  qf  BM 
graphy,  in  its  legitimate  sense/  and  towards  its  true  objo 
may  be  numbered  among  the  most  efficacious  cures  I 
this  destructive  malady.  To  place  competent  Libraria 
over  the  several  departments  of  a  large  public  librar 
or  to  submit  a  library,  on  a  more  confined  scale,  to  o: 
diligent,  enthusiastic,  well-informed,  and  well-bred  Bi 
liographer  or  Librarian  (of  which  in  this  metropolis  i 
have  so  many  examples),  is  doing  a  vast  deal  towar 
directing  the  channels  of  literature  to  flow  in  their  prop 
courses.  And  thus  I  close  the  account  of  my  redp 
for  the  cure  of  the  Bibliomania.  A  few  words  more  ai 
I  have  done. 

It  is,  my  friends,  in  the  erection  of  Libraries  as 

simplement  pereonelle,  en  tin  mot  de  quelqae  autre  genre  que  oe  pniase  ^ 
n'est  pas  un  ouvrage  auasi  facile  que  beaucoup  de  gens  se  le  pouiroient  imagin 
roais,  elles  ne  doivent  n^anmoins  nullement  pr^yenir   contre  oelle-cL     T 
qu*elle  est,  elle  ne  lakse  pas  d'etre  bonne,  utile,  et  digne  d'etre  recheroh^ 
les  amateurs  de  I'Histoire  Litteraire."    Diction,  ffiiiorique,  toL  i.  p.  109. 

Peignot,  in  his  Dlciionnaire  de  Bihliologiej  vol.  i.  60,  has  given  a  very  pomp 
account  of  what  oupht  to  be  the  talents  and  duties  of  a  bibliographer.  It  wo 
be  difficult  indood  to  find  such  qualifications,  as  he  describes,  united  in  one  pen 
De  Bure,  in  the  eighth  volume  of  his  Bibliographie  In^ructive,  has  prefix^ 
"  Discourse  upon  the  Science  of  Bibliography,  and  the  Duties  of  a  Bibliography 
which  is  worth  consulting  :  but  I  know  of  nothing  which  better  describes,  in  : 
words,  such  a  character,  than  the  following :  ''  In  eo  at  multijuga  material 
libronimquo  notitia,  ut  saltem  potiores  eligat  et  inquirat :  fida  et  sedola  t\ 
exteras  gentes  procuratio,  ut  eos  arceasat ;  summa  patientia  ut  rar^  ven 
expectet ;  peculium  semper  prsesens  et  paratum,  ne,  si  quando  occurmnt,  emei 
occasio  intercidat  :  prudens  denique  auri  argentique  contemptus,  nt  pecu 
sponte  careat  quse  in  bibliothecam  formandam  et  nutriendam  sunt  insomeni 
Si  forte  vir  literatus  eo  felicitatis  pervenit  ut  talem  thesaurum  coaoervaverit, 
solus  illo  invidiose  fruatiir,  sed  usam  cum  eruditis  qui  virgilias  suas  uUli 
publioB  devoverunt,  liberaliter  commuuicet  ;"  &c. — Bihliotheca  HuUianaf  vol 
Preefat.  p.  3,  4.  Morhof  abounds  with  sagacious  reflections  upon  this  import 
subject :  but  are  there  fifty  men  in  Great  BritAin  who  love  to  read  the  Poltfki 
Literariu^l  The  observations  of  Ameilhon  and  Camus,  in  the  Memoira 
Vlnstitvi,  are  also  well  worth  consultation  ;  as  are  those  of  Le  Long,  and 
editor,  prefixed  to  the  last  edition  of  the  Bibliotheca  Sacra. 
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literary  compositions,  the  ta^k  is   difficult,  and  will  ge- 
nerally meet  with  opposition  from  some  fastidious  quar- 
r,*  which  is  always  betraying:  a  fretful  anxiety  to  brings 
levery  thing  to  its  own  ideal  standard  of  perfection.     To 
»unteract  the  unpleasant  etl'ect  which  such  an  impressioa 
,  necessarily    produce,  be    diligrent  and    faithful,    to 
■our  utmost  ability,  in  whatsoever  you  undertake.      You 
1  not  evince  the  fecundity  of  a  German  +  author;  but 
J  exert  your  best  endeavours,  and  leave  the  issue  to  a 
ire  generation.     Posterity  will   weigh,  in  even  scales, 
l^our  merits  and  demerits,   when  all    present   animosities 
ind   personal  prejudices  shall  have   subsided ;    and  when 
B  utility   of  our  labours,  whether  in  promoting  wisdom 
virtue,  shall  be    unreservedly    acknowledged.     You 
may  sleep  in  peace   before   this   decision  take  place ;  but 
UR  CHILDREN  may  live  lo  witness  it ;     and  your  name, 
1  consequence,  become  a    passport  for  them  into  circles 
f  learning  and   worth.     Let  us  now  retreat;  or,  rather, 
round  Lorenzo's  grounds.       We  have    had   Book- 

'  My  tfliTouritB  ftutbor,  Morbof,  tuut  npokon  'commo  un  brave  homme'  upon  tba 
dlfflcnlty  of  IHsrory  onterpriiea,  and  the  facility  and  Tonom  of  datrKtioa  :  I 
(Upport  his  oewrtion  Hotis  viribua' ;  and  to  b%  to  speak  in  tlio  Bamo  penon  witb 
bimself.  "Non  ignotum  mihi  eat,  quuitie  molis  opus  hnmeiii  meis  incumbat. 
OceBnum  onim  ingreamui  Bum,  in  quo  portum  iavsoire  difficile  eat,  caofnigii  pari- 
~  [D  X  lyrtibiu  et  soopalis  Immiuet.  Qius  eoiin  iu  tonta  multitudine  rerum  et 
a  omoia  eihauiiret?  Quia  Dan  alicnln  impingeret  I  Quia  aalTuia  sb 
caput  relrahoret,  era  malignitatJa  dentea  in  llbariore  cananra  eTitarot  I 
itarsa  ut  palato  et  guatti  dlfferuut  aoaTiTsa,  ita  judiciia  diamdent  lectorea,  neqao 
idem  da  rabue  Henxoa  eat,  boc  pnesflrtim  tampora,  quo  pluraa  Btint  libro- 
ices,  quam  leatorea,  et  i  lectoribua  iu  lictoraa,  ubique  virgaa  et  sactires 
iro«,  multi  dcgeusiant.'  Pnrf.  jVorAi{^.— Evan  the  great  LAlnbeciiU  (of 
«  p.  41,  auto)  waa  oon^pelled  to  deliver  hii  aeotimenta  tbni : — '  laboKU 
um  noD  periculoaum  miniu  et  mogiiguia  Uventiuni  Zailonim  dantibua  ob- 
im,  quam  proJiium  foro  et  difficilem.'  Prod.  Hist.  Lit.  Proleff.  One  of  Uu 
an  philoaopbora  (I  tbiuk  it  waa  Scuoca)  aaid,  in  bii  lut  momeDta,  'Whatha- 
it  the  Gods  will  be  ploaaed  with  wbat  I  have  done,  I  cannot  take  upoD  me  to 
ouuoe  ;  but,  thia  1  icuow— it  hna  besQ  my  invariable  objeet  to  please  tbem.' 
r  'tho  Goda'  read  'the  Public' — and  tben  I  beg  leave,  in  a  literary  point  of 

lO  repeat  ths  words  of  Seoeca. 
'  'Prom  the  laet  catalogue  of  the  fair  of  Lspiaio,  it  would  appear  that  than  tin 
t  in  OermaDy  fen  iJuyutaad  tiiv  Snitdrtd  and  Jiniy  firet  auUori,  full  of  iialA 
i  tpim,  and  each  of  whom  pabliiheu  at  leoat  ohm  agtar  I'  .dawruMil  A«>Mtf, 
I.  ISl],  p.  172. 


554  THE  ALCOVE. 

Discussian  enough  to  last  us  to  the  end  of  the  year.*  I 
begin  to  be  wearied  of  conversing. 


Lysander  concluded ;  when  Lorenzo  rose  from  his  seat, 
and  begged  of  us  to  walk  round  his  grounds.     It  was  now 

*  Through  the  fayoar  of  Dr.  Droiy,  the  Editor  is  enabled  to  pre- 
sent the  reader  with  an  original  letter,  enclosing  a  list  of  books 
directed  to  be  purchased  by  Benjamin  Heath,  Esq. ;  also  his  por- 
trait This  document  would  have  been  better  inserted,  in  point  of 
chronological  order,  in  part  V.,  but,  as  the  Editor  did  not  receive  it 
till  long  after  that  part  was  printed,  he  trusts  it  will  be  thought  better 
late  than  never. 

THE  DIBEGTION. 


a^i^z^p2^ 


l^?Z 


Exeter,  2lBt  March,  173& 
Dear  Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  presuming  upon  the  Intimacy  of 
our  Acquaintance  to  employ  you  in  a  pretty  troublesome  Affair. 
Fletcher  Gyles,  Bookseller  in  Holboum,  irith  whom  I  had  some 
Dealings  about  two  years  ago,  has  lately  sent  me  Down  a  Catalogue 
of  a  Library  which  will  begin  to  be  sold  by  Auction  at  his  hooae  next 
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lg:b  noon ;  and,  a^er    a  pleasant  stroll,   we    retreated 
~  I  to   THE  ALCOVE,  where  we  found  a   cold  collation 

■ondaj  Erening,     As  I  have  scarce  laid  out  nnj  Msney  in  Books  for 

0  jears  post,  the  great  number  of  Valuable  Books  coDtaineil 

I  this  CoUection,  togetlier  with  the  tempting  prospect    of  getting 

a  cheaper  ia  an  Auction  than  they  are  to  be  bad  in  a  Sole,  or  in 

feiy  other  vajr  whatsoever,  baa  induced  me  to  \aj  out  a  Sum  of  tnony 

'«  way,  at  present,  which  will  probablj  content  roy  Cnriosity  in  this 

ind,  for  several  years  to  come.    Mr.  Qyles  has  olTerwl  hiiuMlf  to  act 

H  I  think  'tin  too  great  a  Trial  of  bia  Honesty  to  make 

D  at  the  same  time  both  Buyer  &  Seller,  &  as  Booki  are  quite  out 

Biny  Brother'^  Way,  I  have  been  able  to  thick  of  no  Friend  I  could 

row  this  trouble  upon  but  you.    I  propose  to  lay  out  about  .£60  or 

pO,  and  hare  drawn  up  a  List  'of  tho  Books  I  am  )ncline<l  to,  which 

I  have  in  the  First  Leaf,  with  the  Price   to  each  Book,  which  I 

nld  byno  nieana  exceed,  but  as  far  as  which,  n~ith  respect  to  each 

igle  Book,  I  would  venture  to  go ;  though  I  am  persuaded  upon. 

«  whole  they  ore  vastly  overvalued.     For  my  Valuation  is  founded 

K  proportion  upon  what  I  have  been  charged   fur  Books  of  this  kind, 

leu  I  have  sent  for  them  on  pnrpuae  from  London,  and  I  have  bad 

o  many  proofs  that  the  Booksellers  make  it  a  Rule  to  charge  near 

inble  for  an  uncommon  Book,  when  sent  for  on  purpose,  of  what 

y  would  take  for  it  in  tbeir  own  Sbope,  or  at  a  Sale.     So  that, 

tongh  the  Amount  of  the  Inclosed  List  is  above  £12<),  yet,  when 

IS  ore  made  for  the  Savings  by  the  Chance  of  the  Auction, 

>t  tlie  full  rate  of  sach  Books  as  I  may  be  over  bid  in,  [  am  satis- 

I  it  will  come  within  the  mm  I  propose.    Now,  Sir,  the  Favour 

I  I  would  beg  of  you  ia  to  get  some  Trusty  Person  (A  if  yon 

uld  not  be  able  readily  to  think  of  a  proper  Person  yourself,  Mr. 

inchcliffe  or  Mr.  Peele  may  probably  be  nble  to  recommend  one)  to 

end  this  Auction,  in  my  behalf,  from  the  beginninfj  to  the  end,  ft  to 

lie  agreeably  to  the  inclosed  List  &  (as  the  Ailtlitional  Trouble 

iTAoA  above  the  Attendance  would  not  be  great)  to  mark  In.the 

klogue,  which  yon  may  have  of  Mr.  Qyles  for  a  shilling,  the  price 

y  Book  contained  in  the  Catalogue  is  sold  at,  for  my  future  Di- 

u  in  these  Matters.    For  this  Service  I  would  willingly  allow  3 

WB,  which,  the  Auction  continuing  24  Days,  is  3  shillings  over 

d  above  half  a  Crown  a  Day;  or,  if  lliat  is  not  aufBcient,  whatever 

«  shall  be  thought  necessary  to  get  my  Conuuission  well  Executed. 

I  may  b«  necessary  to  observe  to  you  that  the  Auction  requires  the 

t  of  the  whole  day,  tn^nning  at  Eleven  iu  the  Morning, 

t  ending  at  two  and  at  five  in  the  Afternoon,  and  Ending  at  Eight, 

■may  also  be  proper  to  inform  the  Person  you  shall  Employ  that  he 

lot  to  govern  his  Iixbc  bidding  by  the  valuation  in  my  list  for  many 

K&c  Books  will  very  probably  be  sold  for  less  than  half  what  I  have 
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prepared  for  our  reception.    The  same  day  we  all  di 
at  Lisardo's ;    and  a  discussion  upon  the  pleasures 

marked  them  at ;  he  is  therefore,  in  every  InBtance,  to  bid  Lor 
first,  and  afterwards  to  continue  advancing  just  beyond  the   ( 
Bidders,  till  he  has  either  bought  the  Book,  or  the  price  I  have : 
it  at  is  exceeded.      There  are  many  Books  in  the  List  which 
several  numbers  before  them ;  the  meaning  of  which  is  that  the 
same  Book  is  in  several  places  of  the  Catalogue ;  and  in  that  Ca 
would  have  the  first  of  them  bought,  if  it  be  in  very  good  condi 
otherwise  let  the  person  Employed  wait  till  the  other  comes  uj 
would  desire  him  also  not  to  buy  any  book  at  all  that  is   both  Dir 
ragged ;  but,  though  the  Binding  should  not  be  in  very  good  0 
that  would  be  no  Objection  with  me,  provided  the  Book  was  c 
I  would  also  desire  him  not  to  bid  for  any  Number  in  the  Catal 
that  is  not  expressly  mentioned  in  my  List,  upon  a  supposition  th 
may  be  the  same  Book  with  some  that  are  mentioned  in  it ;  n 
omitt  any  Book  that  is  actually  upon  the  List,  upon  an  Imagini 
from  the  Title,  that  it  may  be  there  more  than  once ;  for  I  have  di 
it  up  upon  an  Exact  consideration  of  the  Editions  of  the  Books, 
much  that  there  is  no  Book  twice  upon  the  List,  but  where  there 
very  great  difference  in  the  Editions  ;  nor  is  any  of  the  Books   ii 
List  oftener  in  the  Catalogue  than  is  expressly  specified  in  it 
the   Conditions  of  Sale,  the  Auction  is  constantly   adjourned 
Fryday  night  to  Monday  Morning,  the  Saturday  being  appointe( 
fetching  away,  at  the  Expence  of  the  buyer,  the  Books  bought 
week  before,  &  for  payment  of  the  Mony.     This  part  of  the  tro 
I  must  beg  you  to  charge  yourself  with  ;  &,  in  order  to  enable  yoi 
to  the  payment,  I  shall  send  you  up,  either  by  the  next  Post,  or,  ' 
ever,  time  enough  for  the  Saturday  following,  Fifty  Poimds.     I  ir 
beg  the  Favour  of  you  to  let  me  hear  from  you,  if  possible,  by 
Return  of  the  Post ;  &  also  to  give  me  an  Account  by  every  Satu 
night^s  post  what  Books  are  bought  for  me,  and  at  what  price.    A 
which  you  need  only  mention  the  Numbers  without  the  Titles,  sin 
have  a  Catalogue  by  me.     When  the  Auction  is  Ended,  I  shall 
the  Liberty  of  giving  you  farther  Directions  about  Packing  up 
Books,  &  the  way  I  would  have  them  sent  down.     When  I  dre^ 
my  List,  I  had  not  observed  one  of  the  Conditions  of  Sale,  which 
ports,  that  no  Person  is  to  advance  less  than  a  shilling  after  t^ 
shillings  is  bid  for  any  book.    Now  you  will  find  a  pretty  many  E 
which  I  have  valued  at  more  than  twenty  shillings  marked  at  an 
Sixpence ;  in  all  which  Oases,  I  would  have  the  Bidder  add  Sixp 
more  to  the  Price  I  have  fixed,  in  order  to  make  it  Even  Mone 
conformable  to  the  Conditions  of  the  Auction.      And  now.  Dear 
another  Person  would  make  a  thousand  Apologies  for  giving  yoi 
this  trouble  ;  all  which  superfluous  tediousness  I  shall  spare  you,  h 
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comparative  excellences  of  Music  and  Painting  sacceeded 
to  the  conversation    which    the    foregoing^   pages    have 

persuaded  I  shall  do  you  a  great  pleasure  in  giving  you  an  Oppor- 
tunity of  being  serviceable  to  me,  as  I  am  sure  it  would  be  a  very 
sensible  one  to  me,  if  I  ever  had  it  in  my  power  to  be  of  any  use  to 
you.  Mine  and  my  Wive's  humble  respects  wait  upon  Mrs.  Mann, 
and  you  will  be  so  good  to  present  my  hearty  services  to  all  our 
Friends. 

I  am  most  sincerely.  Dear  Sir, 


HIS  SEAL. 

Octavo        5  Pet.  Angeli  Bargsei  Poemata.... 

40  Hieron.  Fracastorij   Poemata 

47  or  455,  or  1546,  Joan.  LeoniB  Afric»  Desc. 
68  Christ.  Longolij  Orationes  et  Epistolss  ... 

78  Pierij  Yaleriani  Hexametri 

Quarto      46  Diogenes  Laertius    , 

Octavo    164  or  624,  Scaligerana , 

201  or  1280,  Car.  Ogerij  Iter  Danicum 

Quarto       66  PlautusTaubmanni ^ 

Octavo     282  Hen.  Lomenij  Itinerarium 

Quarto     132  Marcus  An tonius  de  Dominis    .... 

143  Hen.  Stephani  Dialogue 

157  Ausonii  Opera 

178  Anacreon  and  Sappho 

180  Excerpta  ex  Polybio  

181  Sophocles  and  Eschylus 


I  ■  ♦. . . .  • 
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€    *. 

d. 

,    0    6 

6 

0    7 

6 

.    0    3 

6 

.    0    6 

6 

0    4 

6 

1  12 

6 

0    2 

6 

0    3 

0 

0  11 

6 

0    3 

0 

0    3 

6 

0    4 

6 

0    9 

6 

0    8 

6 

0    8 

6 

1  -a 

6 

£6   16 

0 

668  THE  ALCOVE. 

detailed.     A  small  concert  in  the  evening  recreated  the 
exhausted  state  of  Lysander's  mimd. 

Brought  Forward 6  16  0 

Octavo     406  or  241 3,  or  2953,  Hifitoria  Gothoram 0     6  6 

435  or  1488,  or  1688,  Lncretius  Gifanij 0     6  6 

436  Is  Casaubon  de  Satyrioa  Poesi    0     3  6 

Quarto     198  or  344,  lamblicus  de  Vita  Pythag 0  116 

275  Aulus  Gellius  Gronovij   0  18  6 

280  Statij  qucB  Extant  Barthij  0  18  6 

Octavo     700  or  1093,  Martial  Scriverij  0     6  6 

Quarto     302  Juvenal  Henninij    0  18  6 

314  Manilij  Astronomicon 0  11  6 

316  Poetriarum  Octo 0     6  6 

Folio        170  Fam.  Strada  da  Bello  Belgico 1  13  6 

Octavo    739  Virgilius  Illustratus    0     3  6 

762.PauUiManutij  Epistol© 0     3  0 

Folio       206  or  235,  or  590,  lo.  Leunelavij  Annales...  12  6 

Octavo     989  Senec88  TragediiB  Scriverij 0     4  6 

9191  1088  Pontani  Opera 0     8  6 

Folio        264  DemosthenisetiSschinis  Opera 2  17  6 

301  ThucydidesWasse 2     9  6 

306  Platonis  Opera    4     5  6 

308  Herodoti  Historia  17  6 

Quarto    503  Pauli  Collomesij  Opera  0     9  0 

543      566  Bern.  Pensini  Vita  Baronij  :..  0     3  0 

Octavo  1239  or  2831,  PoesisPhilosophica 0     3  6 

FoUo       270  Philostrati  Opera    17  6 

376  HistorisB  RomansB  Scriptores 1   11  6 

386  Plutarchi  Opera  5     7  6 

Octavo  1519  Caninij  Hellenismus    0     2  6 

1608  or  2705,  VirgUius  Hiensij  0     3  6 

Folio       426  Geo.  Buchanani  Opera    1  11  6 

443  Plautus  Lambini 0  13  6 

448  Horatius  Tumebi  et  Lambini 0  18  6 

Octavo  1650  Dom.  Baudij  Amores 0     3  0 

Folio       476  -^schyli  TragediiB  0  16  6 

Octavo  1814  Lud.  Kusterus  de  vero  IJbu,  dsc... 0     3  6 

Quarto     871  Gab.  Faemi  Fabulae  Centum 0     6  6 

Folio        477  Luciani  Opera 17  6 

Carried  Forward £42     7  0 
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The  next  day^  my  friends  left  me   for  their  respective 
places  of   destination.     Lorenzo    and    his   sisters    were 

£    $.  d. 

Brought  Forward 42     7  0 

479  Dionis  Cassij  Hifltoria  1  12  6 

485  Diodorus  Siculus  2  18  6 

490  Appiani  Historia 0  11  6 

491  Palladius  de  Gentibus  IndisB    0     5  6 

498  Isocratij  Orationes    13  6 

Quarto  908  Papin.  Statij  Opera  0     9  6 

921  ClaudianCum  Animad.  Barthij  0  11  6 

Folio     529  Maffoei  Historia  Indica 0     8  6 

509    546  Saxonis  Grammatici  Historia 0  17  6 

Octavo  2101  Huntingtoni  EpistolflB     0     3  6 

Quarto  1018  And.  Nangerij  Opera     0     9  6 

1023  Tho.  Hyde  Historia  Relig.  Vett.  Pera  ...     0  18  6 

1047  Claud.  Salmasij  Epistolao    0     3  6 

1088  Theocriti  Moschi  Bionis 0  16  6 

1089  Hesiodus  GrfiBce  0  18  6 

Eolio        627  Rerum  Moscoviticarum  Coment 0  11  6 

638  Angeli  Politiani  Opera  0  18  6 

Octavo  2354  Ausonius 0     7  6 

2362  Mythographi  Latini    0     6  6 

Quarto  1139  Aristotelis  Opera 3     4  6 

Octavo  2481  Fabricij  BibUotheca  Latina    0  11  6 

Quarto  1192  Sannazarij  Poemata    0  11  6 

Octavo  2526  Meursij  ElegantisB  0     5  6 

2559  Statij  Opera 0     4  6 

2578  Is  Casauboni  Comment  0     3  0 

2597  Maximi  Tyrij  Dissertationes 0     4  0 

Folio        698  Nio.  Antonij  BibUotheca  Hispan  2     4  6 

Octavo  2712  Ovidij  Opera  0  16  6 

Folio        765  Nic.  Antonij  BibUotheca  Hisp.  Vetus  ...  1     7  6 

Octavo  2«91  Pet.  Dan.  Huetij  Comentarius  0     2  6 

3098  Sir  John  SuckUng's  Plays,  ^ 0     3  6 

3099  Dr.  Downe's  Poems    0    4  0 

Quarto  1498  Lord's  Discovery  of  the  Banian  Religion  0     5  6 

Folio        857  or  89  6,  Burnet's  Theory  of  y •  Earth 0     9  6 

Octavo  3364  Milton's  Poems  0     2  0 

3374  King's  British  Merchant    0  12  6 

Carried  Forward £68  11  0 
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if  not  eclipse,  his  bibliographical  tutor  in  the  ardour  of 
book  researches.    ^^  Adieu,"  said    Lysander,  putting  his 

^     8.     d. 
Brought  Forward 84  13    0 

Folio      1129  Historia  del  Begno  di  Napoli OU  6 

1132  Historia  del  ConailioTridentino 2  13  6 

1137  Vocabularia  della  Crusca '8     4  6 

Octavo   4268  Voyage  de  Bachamnont,  <&c 0    2  6 

4295  or  4330,  or  4339,  or  4511,  Ragionamenti) 

delAretino /"  ^^  ^ 

4305  Prose  Florentine 0     3  6 

4309  Lettre  Volgari 0     3  6 

4321  Gravina  della  Ragiooe  Poetica   0     5  6 

4322  Battaglie  di  Magio 0     3  6 

4331  or  4527,  La  Comedia  di  Dante  0  116 

Quarto  2053  Degli  Ragoagli  di  Pamasp 0  8  6 

2067  II  Decameron  di  Boccaccio 2  5  6 

2076  or  2168,  Lezioni  di  Varchi 0  8  6 

2098  L'AmacUgi  di  TasBO 0  8  6 

Folio      1 154  L'Adone  del  Marino 0  11  6 

1154  n  Libro  del  Cortegiano    0  13  6 

1162  Istoria  del  ConciliodiTrento 2  4  6 

1164  La  £[istoria  di  Italia  di  Quicdardini 0  17  6 

Octavo  4354  Rime  Diverse  del  Mutio 0  4  6 

4363  L'Amorosa  Fiametta  0  4  6 

4371  Compendio  del  Historic  di  Nap 0  5  6 

4379  Opere  di  Guilio  Oammillo  0  4  6 

4384  L'Aminta  di  Tasso  0  6  6 

4385  L'Opere  Poetiche  di  Ouarin 0  5  6 

4387  Comedie  di  M.  AgDolo  Firenz ^  0  5  6 

4415  Notize  de  Libri  Rari  0  4  6 

4416  Satire  e  Rime  di  Aristo 0  5  6 

4417  Delle  Eloquenza  ItaUana 0  6  6 

4423  Comedie  Vane :....  0  3  6 

4438  Labarinto  d'Amore  di  Boccac 0  4  6 

4443  Opere  di  Redi 1  1  0 

Quarto   2100  Lettere  diVincenzio  Martelli 0  8  6 

2103  or  2154,  Ameto  di  Boccaccio 0  4  6 

2104or  2161,  Le  Rime  diPetrarca 0  8  6 

2114  Ragionamento  dell' Academico  0  8  6 

Carried  Forward £111  17     0 
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hand  out  of  the  chaise—''  remember^  in  defence  of  my 
bibliomaniacal  gossipping,  that  Simius  never  knew  hap- 
piness  till  he  became  acquainted  with  books."*  The 
postillion  smacked  his  whip;  and  the  chaise^  fdlowing 
the  direction  of  the  road  to  the  left^  quickly  disappeared. 
The  servant  of  Lysander  followed  g^itly  after^  with  his 
Master's  and  Philemon's  horses :  taking  a  near  direction 
towards  Lysander's  home. 

Brought  Forward Ill 

2124  PoesieLiriche  del  Test! 0 

Octavo  4452  n  Petrarca    0 

4456  or  4550,  Lettre  di  Paolo  Sarpi 0 

4460  Opere  Burleschi  di  Bern! 0 

4464  or  4485,  Prose  di  M.  Agnolo  Fireni  0 

4471  Commento  di  Ser  Agresto 0 

4475  L'A.minta  di  Tasso    ^ 0 

4483  La  Secchia  Rapita 0 

4486  or  4627,  Comedie  di  Aietino   0 

4496  Trattato  delle  Materie  Benef 0 

4531  II  2^  libro  delle  Opere  Burlesch    0 

Qaarto  2149'Aimotationi  e  Discorsi 0  16 

2159  Gyrone  il  Cortese 0 

2164  II  Decamerone  di  Boccaccio 0 

2169  HiBtoria  della  Oose  passate  0 

2171  Apologia  d^Ii  Academia 0 

2176  Delia  Querra  di  Fiandra  2 

2178  Rime  e  Prose  di  Maffei 0 

2182  Discorsi  Poetichi  0 

Octavo  456 1  La  libreria  del  Don!  0 

4591  LaOassaria    0 

4592  Teatro  ttaliano 1 

4614  La  Divina  Oomedia  di  Dante  1 

4615  La  Rime  di  Angelo  di  Cestanzo  0 

4625  Tutte  le  Opere  di  Bemia 0 
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*  It  is  reported  that  a  certain  man,  of  the  name  of  Sdolib,  who  fought  under 
the  Emperor  Hadrian,  became  so  wearied  and  disgusted  with  the  number  of 
troublesome  events  which  he  met  with  in  that  mode  of  life,  that  he  retixed  and 
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Lorenzo  and  his  sisters  returned  with  me  to  the  Cabinet. 
A  gloom  was  visible  npon  all  our  countenances ;  and  the 
Ladies  confessed  that  the  company  and  conversation  of 
my  departed  guests,  especially  of  Lysander,  were  such  as 
to  leave  a  void  which  could  not  easily  be  suppUed.  For 
my  part,  from  some  little  warmth  each  sister  betrayed  in 
balancing  the  solid  instruction  of  Lysander  and  the  hu- 
morous vivacity  of  Lisardo,  against  each  other,  I  thought 
the  former  had  made  a  powerful  impression  upon  the 
mind  of  Belinda,  and  the  latter  upon  that  of  Almansa : 
for  when  the  probability  of  a  speedy  revisit  from  both  of 
them  was  mentioned  the  sisters  betrayed  unusual  marks 
of  sensibility ;  and  upon  Lorenzo's  fiunkly  confessing, 
though  in  a  playful  mood,  that  such  brothers-in-law 
would  make  him  "  as  happy  as  the  day  was  long" — they 
both  turned  their  faces  towards  the  garden,  and  appeared 
as  awkward  as  it  was  possible  for  well-bred  ladies  to 
appear. 

It  was  in  vain  that  I  turned  to  my  library  and  opened 
a  large  Ip^tper,  illustrated,  copy  of  Daulby's  Catalogue  of 
Rembrandt's  Prints,  or  Mr.  Miller's  mfew  edititfn  of  the 
Memoirs  of  Count  Chramnumt,  or  even  the  Roman  de  la 
Rose,  printed  by  Galliot  du  Pr6,  upon  vellum.... No- 
thing produced  a  kind  look  or  a  gracious  word  from 
them.  Silence,  sorrow,  and  indifference,  succeeded  to 
loquacity,  joy,  and  enthusiasm.  I  clearly  perceived  that 
some  otkar  symptom,  wholly  different  from  any  thing 
connected  widi  the  Bibliomania,  had  taken  possession 
of  their  gentle  minds. 

devoted  himBolf  wholly  to  leisure  and  reading,  and  to  meditations  upon  divine 
ftnd  human  afftdiB,  of  tor  the  manner  of  Pythagoras.  In  this  retirement^  Similis  wai 
wont  frequently  to  exclaim  that '  turn  he  began  to  live  :'  at  his  death,  he  desired 
the  following  inscription  to  bo  placed  upon  his  tomb. 

ZIMIAI2 

EN  TATGA  KEITAI 

BIOTE  MEN  ETH  EBAOMHKONTA 

ZHSAS  AE  ETH  EHTA 

Here  lies  Similis ; 

In  Ike  seventieth  year  of  his  age 

But  only  ihe  seventh  of  his  Life. 
This  story  is  related  by  Dion  CosBios ;   and  from  him  told  by  Spizelius  in  his 
^Infdix  LUenriHS ;  p.  167. 

2  o2 
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But  what  has  a  Bibliographical  Romance  to  do  withi 
Love  aod  Marriage  ?  Reader  Adieu  ! — Wtien  thou  hast  J 
nothing:  better  deserving-  of  perusal  before  thee,  take 
up  these  pages ;    and  class    the   author   of  them, 
if  thou  wilt,  with  the  Bostons,  or  Smiths,  or 
Norths,  of "  other  times;"  with  those  who 
have  never  wished  to  disturb  the  peace- 
ful haunts  of  intellectual  retirement ; 
and  whose  estate,  moreover,  like 
Joseph  Scaliger's,     lies 
chiefly     uuder     bis 
hat. 


p.  57.  To  the  list  of  useful  bibliographioal  works,  published  about  the  period 
here  designated,  I  might  have  added  the  Lexicon  Liierarium  of  Thsofhilub 
Gboroiub  ;  eum  SuppL  ad  an.  1750.  Leipi,  1742-50,  foUo ;  two  thiok  and 
dosely  printed  yolumes,  with  an  excellent  ohronologicAl  arrangement.  It  is 
not  oommon  in  this  country. 

p.^09.  TheAbb^Bive  was  also  the  author  of— 1.  yoHee  eTun  Roman  cTArtui 
Comte  de  Bretagne :  Paris,  1779,  4to.  pp,  20.  2.  BUrennes  aux  Joueun  da 
cartet,  ou  Edaircitiemms  hittoriqnei  el  arUiquet  ntr  PinvenHon  det  cartes  d 
pmer ;  Pa/rii,  1780, 12mo.  pp.  48.  These  works  are  slightly  commended  in 
the  "AdTortissement"  to  the  Valli^  Catalogue,  1788,  pp.  zzr-vj.  They 
are  reviewed  by  a  rival  author. 

p.  218.  Since  writing  the  first  note,  concerning  the '"ilsMrfu>  SepUm' Sacra- 
fMnlorumf**  kc,  I  have  seen  a  magnificent  copy  of  the  same,  printed  xtpom 
VSLLUX,  in  the  library  of  Earl  Spencer;  which  redeems  the  coldness  of  my 
opinion  in  regard  to  books  printed  by  Pynson  upon  vellum.  The  painted 
ornaments,  in  Lord  Spencer's  copy,  were,  in  all  probafaQity,  executed  abroad. 
The  art,  in  our  own  country,  was  then  too  rude  for  such  elegance  of 
decoration. 

p.  404.  I  was  right  in  my  prediction  about  these  OarUmde  being  swallowed  up 
by  some  "  hungry  book-fish  I"  I  saw  them,  a  few  days  after,  in  the  well- 
fumished  library  of  ATTions :  who  exhibited  them  to  me  in  triumph — 
grasping  the  whole  of  them  between  his  finger  and  thumb  1  They  are  mar- 
vellous well-looking  little  volumes— clean,  bright^  and  "rcgoicing  to  the 
eye  !" — ^many  of  them,  moreover,  are  first  editions  t  The  severest  winter 
cannot  tarnish  the  foliage  of  such  "  Garlands  f 

p.  828.  Among  the  Illubtbatbd  Granokbs  I  forgot  to  notice  the  ample 
and  magnificent  copies  belonging  to  the  Marquis  of  Bute  and  Mr.  John 
Towneley. 
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THE   SUPPLEMENT. 

PART  L 
THE  EVENING  WALK. 


■HE  scenery  and  the  dialogue  of  this  Part 
are  more  especially  Wailonum.  The  cha- 
racters are  few ;  bnt  Lysandbr  most  of 
necessity  be  the  Aathor — as  he  is  the  prin- 
cipal actor  in  the  scene,  and  thronghoat  the  entire  work  the 
principal  intelligence  is  derived  from  his  lips.  The 
scene  itself  is  not  absolutely  ideal.  At  the  little 
Tillage  of  *  *  *,  upon  the  npper  gronnds,  near  Mar- 
low,  and  necessarily  commanding  a  sweep  of  the 
Thames  in  one  of  its  most  richly  wooded  windings, 
there  lived  a  Mr.  Jacobs,  the  friend  of  the  adjoining 
Bector,  whose  table  was  as  bounteous  as  his  heart 
was  hospitable ;  and  whose  frequent  custom  it  was, 
in  sommer  months,  to  elicit  sweet  discoorse  from  bis 
gnests,  as  they  sanntered,  after  an  eariy  snpper,  to 
inhale  the  fragrance  of  "  dewy  eve,"  and  to  witness  the 
ascendancy  of  the  moon  in  a  cool  and  cloudless  sky.     I 
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have  partaken  more  than  once  of  these  ''Toscolan" 
discussions;  and  have  heard  sounds,  and  witnessed  hap- 
piness, such  as  is  not  likely  to  be  my  lot  again.  Philemon 
is  at  rest  in  his  grave,  as  well  as  Mbnandbr  and  Sicorax. 
The  two  latter,  it  is  well  known,  were  Tom  Warton  and 
Joseph  Ritson.  ''  The  husband  of  poor  Lavinia "  was  a 
most  amiable  gentleman,  but  timid  to  a  morbid  excess. 
Without  strong  powers  of  intellect,  he  was  tenacious  ot 
every  thing  which  he  advanced,  and  yet  the  fiuthest  pos- 
sible from  dogmatic  rudeness.  There  are  cankers  that 
eat  into  the  heart  as  well  as  the  cheek ;  and  because  Mr. 
Shacklewell  (the  Nicas  of  my  text)  happened  to  dis- 
cover a  few  unimportant  errors  in  that  husband's  last 
performance,  the  latter  not  only  thought  much  and  often 
about  it,  but  seemed  to  take  it  seriously  to  heart,  and 
scarcely  survived  it  a  twelvemonth. 

GoNZALO,  mentioned  at  page  12,  was  a  Mr.  Jessop; 
an  exceedingly  lively,  inoffensive,  but  not  over  wise 
gentleman;  a  coxcomb  to  excess  in  every  thing;  but 
not  without  vivacious  parts,  which  occasionally  pleased, 
from  the  manner  in  which  they  were  exhibited.  Of 
handsome  person  and  fluent  speech,  he  was  generally 
acceptable  to  the  fair  sex ;  but  he  made  no  strong  tiufi- 
vidual  impression,  as  he  was  known  to  use  the  same 
current  phrases  and  current  compliments  to  all.  Just 
possible  it  was  that  his  personal  attractions  and  ready 
utterance  were  beginning  to  strike  a  root  or  two  in  some 
one  female  bosom ;  but  it  was  impossible  for  these  roots 
to  penetrate  deeply,  and  take  an  exclusive  hold.  I  believe 
Mr.  Jessop  quitted  the  neighbourhood  of  Marlow  shortly 
after    the   publication    of  the    Bibliomania,    to    return 
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thither  no  more.  Alfonso  was  a  Mr.  Morell ;  a  name 
well  known  in  Oxfordshire.  He  was  always  in  the  same 
false  position,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  ;  but  I  am 
not  sure  whether  this  be  not  better  than  a  perpetually 
shifting  false  position.  Disguise  it  as  you  may,  an 
obstinate  man  is  preferable  to  a  trimmer;  be  he  a 
common  man,  or  an  uncommon  man;  a  layman  or  a 
clergyman  ;    "  in  crape,"  or  "  in  lawn." 

The  compliment  paid  by  Lysander  (at  pages  18,  19) 
to  Dr.  Vincent,  late  Dean  of  Westminster,  and  head 
master  of  Westminster  School,  were  acknowledged  by 
that  venerable  and  most  worthy,  as  well  as  erudite* 
character,  in  a  letter  to  me,  which  I  deemed  it  but  an 
act  of  justice  to  its  author  to  publish  in  the  BihUogra- 
pMcal  Decameron,  vol.  iii.  p.  353.  Poor  Mr.  Barker 
(Edmund  Henry),  who  is  handsomely  mentioned  in  the 
Dean's  letter,  has  very  lately  taken  his  departure  fit>m 
us,  for  thai  quiet  which  he  could  not  find  upon  earth. 
"Take  him  for  all  in  all"  he  was  a  very  extraordinary 
man.  Irritable  to  excess ;  but  €trdent  and  ambitious  in 
his  literary  career.  His  industry,  when,  as  in  former 
days,  it  was  at  its  height,  would  have  killed  half  the 
scholars  of  the  time.  How  he  attained  his  fiftieth  year, 
may  be  deemed  miraculous ;  considering  upon  what  a 
tempestuous  sea  his  vessel  of  life  seemed  to  be  embarked. 
Latterly,  he  took  to  politics ;  when — "fiurewell  the 
tranquil  mind!" 


PART  n. 


THE    CABINET. 


This  portion  of  the  '^Bibliomania/'  embracing  aboat 
fourscore  pages,  contains  a  Precis,  or  review  of  the  more 
popular  works,  then  extant,  upon  Bibliography.  It 
forms  an  immense  mass  of  materials ;  which,  if  expanded 
in  the  ordinary  form  of  publication,  would  alone  make 
a  volume.  I  have  well  nigh  forgotten  the  names  of 
some  of  the  more  ancient  heroes  of  bibliographical 
renown,  but  still  seem  to  cling  with  a  natural  fondness 
to  those  of  Gresner,  Morhof,  Maittaire,  and  Fabridus : 
while  Labbe,  Lambecius, .  and  Montfaugon,  Le  Long,  and 
Baillet,  even  "yet  retain  all  their  ancient  respect  and 
popularity.  As  no  fresh  characters  are  introduced  in 
this  second  part  of  the  Bibliomania,  it  may  be  permitted 
me  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  the  substance  of  flie 
materials  which  it  contains. 

The  immense  note  upon  the  **  Catalogue  of  Idbraries,*^ 
alphabetically  arranged,  from  page  72  to  page  99,  is 
now,  necessarily,  imperfect ;  from  the  number  of  libraries 
which  have  been  subsequently  sold  or  described.  Among 
the  latter,  I  hope  I  may  naturally,  and  justifiably,  make 
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mention  of  the  Bibliothbca  Spencbriana;  or^  A  de- 
scriptive Catalogue  of  the  early  printed  Books  of  the 
late  Greorge  John  Earl  Spencer,  K.6. ;  comprising,  in  the 
whole,  seven  volumes ;  with  the  addition  of  the  Cassano 
Library,  or  books  purchased  of  the  Duke  of  Cassano,  by 
the  noble  Earl,  when  at  Naples,  in  the  year  1819.  In  the 
^*  Reminiscences  of  my  lAterary  U^c^  I  have  given  a 
sort  of  graphic  description  of  this  extensive  work,  and 
of  the  circumstances  attending  its  publication.  That 
work  now  rests  upon  its  own  particular,  and,  I  wiU  fear- 
lessly add,  solid,  basis.  For  accuracy,  learning,  splen- 
dour, and  almost  interminable  embellishment,  it  may 
seem  at  once  to  command  the  attention,  and  to  challenge 
the  commendation,  of  the  most  &stidious:  but  it  is  a 
flower  which  blooms  more  kindly  in  a  foreign,  than  in  its 
native,  soil.  It  has  obtained  for  me  the  notice,  and  the 
applause  of  learned  foreigners;  and  when  I  travelled 
abroad  I  received  but  too  substantial  proo&  that  what 
was  slighted  here  was  appreciated  in  foreign  parts.  Our 
more  popular  Reviews,  which  seem  to  thrive  and  fatten 
best  upon  lean  fare,  passed  this  magnificent  work  over 
in  a  sort  of  sly  or  sullen  silence ;  and  there  is  no  record 
of  its  existence  in  those  of  our  Journals  which  afiTect  to 
strike  the  key-note  only  of  what  is  valuable  in  science, 
literature,  and  the  fine  arts.  Painful  as  it  must  ever  be 
to  my  feelings  to  contrast  the  avidity  of  former  pur- 
chasers to  become  possessed  of  it  with  the  caprice  and 
non-chalance  which  have  marked  the  conduct  of  those 
possessors  themselves,  I  will  yet  hope  that,  in  the  bosom 
of  the  Successor  to  this  matchless  Library — as  well  as 
to  the  name  and  fortunes  of  its  late  owner — there  will 
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ever  remain  but  one  feeUng^  such  as  no  misconception 
and  no  casualty  will  serve  to  efiace.  It  is  pleasing,  yea, 
soothing,  'midst  the  buffetting  surges  of  later  life,  to  be 
able  to  keep  the  anchor  of  one's  vessel  toeU  lit  in  the 
interstices  of  granite. 

Much  later  than  the  publication  last  alluded  to,  were 
the  sale  catalogues  of  the  Libraries  of  Sir  Mark  Mas- 
TBRMAN  Sykbs,  Bart,  deceased ;  the  Rev.  Henry 
Drury  ;  George  Hibbert,  Esq.,  deceased ;  and  Sir 
Francis  Frerling,  Bart.,  deceased,  They  were  all  sold 
by  Mr.  Evans,  of  Pall  Mall ;  as  well  indeed  as  was  the 
Library  of  the  late  Duke  of  Marlborough,  when  Marquis 
of  Blandford.  What  books !  And  what  prices !  It 
should  seem  that  ^' there  were  giants,"  both  in  purse 
and  magnitude  of  metal, ''  in  those  days  !"  But  a  mighty 
''  man  in  valour"  has  recently  sprung  up  amongst  us ; 
who,  spuming  the  acquisition  of  solitary  lots,  darts 
down  upon  a  whole  Ubfary,  and  bears  it  off  ^^at  one 
fell  swoop."  Long  life  to  the  spirit  which  possesses 
him !     It  is  almost  a  national  redemption. 


PART   IIL 


THE  AUCTION-KOOM. 


Wb  are  here  introduced  into  one  of  the  most  bustling 
and  spirit-stirring  portions  of  the  whole  Work.  It  is 
full  of  characters — alas !  now,  with  only  two  exceptions, 
mouldering  in  their  coffins!  Philemon  (who  was  one 
of  my  earliest  and  steadiest  friends)  introduces  us  to  a 
character,  which,  under  the  name  of  Orlando,  made 
some  impression  upon  the  public,  as  it  was  thought  to 
represent  Mighabl  Wodhull,  Esq.,  of  Thenford  Hall, 
near  Banbury;  an  admirable  Greek  scholar  (the  trans- 
lator of  Euripides),  and  perhaps  the  most  learned  bib- 
liographer of  his  age.  The  conjecture  of  Orlando  being 
the  representative  of  Mr.  Wodhull  was  not  a  vain  con- 
jecture ;  although  there  were,  necessarily  (I  will  not  say 
why),  parts  that  slightly  varied  fi^m  the  original.  Mr. 
Wodhull  re-appears,  in  his  natural  person,  in  the  BibUo- 
grapkkal  Decameron,  vol.  iii.  p.  963-6.  Since  the  pub- 
lication of  that  work,  a  curious  history  attaches  to  his 
memory.  Within  a  twelvemonth  of  the  expiration  of 
the  statute  of  limitation,  an  action  at  law,  in  the  shape 
of  an  ejectment,  was  set  on  foot    by    a  neighbouring 
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family,  to  dispossess  the  present  rightftil  occupant,  S.  A. 
Sbvernb,  Esq.,  of  the  beautiful  domain  of  Thenford; 
to  ransack  the  Library;  to  scatter  abroad  pictures  and 
curiosities  of  every  description ;  on  the  alleged  ground 
of  insanity,  or  incompetency  to  make  a   will,  on    the 
part  of  Mr.  Wodhull.      As  T  had  been  very  minute  in 
the  account  of  Mr.  Wodhull's  person,  in  the  work  just 
alluded  to,  I  became  a  witness  in  the  cause ;  and,  as  it 
was  brought  into  Chancery,  my  deposition  was  accord- 
ingly taken.    I  could  have  neither  reluctance  nor  disin- 
clination to  meet  the  call   of  my  excellent  friend,  Mr. 
Seveme ;  as  I  was  abundantly  confident  that  the  charge 
of  '^  incompetency  to  make  a  wiU"  could  not  rest  upon 
the   slightest   foundation.      It    was    insinuated,   indeed, 
that    the    sister-in-law.    Miss  Ingram,  had  forged  Mr^ 
Wodhull's  name  to  the  will. 

Such  a  conspiracy,  to  defraud  an  honourable  man  and 
legitimate  descendant  of  his  property,  is  hardly  upon 
record ;  for,  waiting  the  accidents  that  might  occur  by 
death,  or  otherwise,  in  the  lapse  of  twenty  years,  the 
cause  was  brought  into  the  Vice  Chancellor's  Court  with 
the  most  sanguine  hope  of  success.  I  was  present 
during  one  of  the  days  of  argimient,  and  heard  my  own 
letter  read,  of  which  I  had  (contrary  to  my  usual  habits) 
taken  a  copy.  The  plaintifOs  had  written  to  me  (sup- 
pressing the  fact  of  the  intended  action),  requesting  to 
have  my  opinion  as  to  Mr.  Wodhull's  capability.  I  re- 
turned such  an  answer  as  truth  dictated.  The  Counsd 
for  the  plaintiff  (ut  mas  est)  showered  down  upon  the 
defendant  every  epithet  connected  with  base  fraud  and 
low  cunning,  of  which  the  contents  of  the  brief  seemed 
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to  warrant  the  avowal.  In  due  course.  Sir  Knight 
Bruce,  now  one  of  the  supernumerary  Vice  Chancellors, 
rose  to  reply.  His  speech  was  one  undisturbed  stream 
of  unclouded  narrative  and  irresistible  reasoning.  The 
Vice  Chancellor  (Shadwell)  gave  judgment ;  and  my 
amiable  and  excellent  friend,  Mr.  Seveme,  was  not  only 
to  return  in  triumph  to  the  mansion  and  to  the  groves 
which  had  been  built  and  planted  by  his  venerable  an- 
cestor, Mr.  Wodhull,  but  he  was  strongly  advised,  by 
the  incorruptible  judge  on  the  bench,  to  bring  an  action 
against  the  plaintiffs  for  one  of  the  foulest  conspiracies 
that  had  ever  been  developed  in  a  court  of  justice.  The 
defendant  might  have  transported  the  whole  kit  of  them. 
But  Hie  giving  advice,  and  the  following  it  when  given, 
are  two  essentially  different  things.  A  thousand 
GUINEAS  had  been  already  expended  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Seveme !  When  does  my  Lord  Brougham  really  mean 
to  reform  the  law  ?  A  recent  publication  (^'  Cranmer,  a 
Novel")  has  said,  '^  tjiat  he  applies  sedatives,  when  he 
should  have  recourse  to  operations." 

But  the  reader  must  now  hurry  with  me  into  ^'The 
Auction  Room."  Of  the  whole  group  there  represented, 
iull  of  life  and  of  action,  two  only  remain  to  talk  of 
the  conquests  achieved  !*  And  Mr.  Hamper,  too— whose 
note,  at  p.  117,  is  beyond  all  price — has  been  lately 
'^  gathered  to  his  fathers."  ''  Ibimus,  ibimus  !"  But  for 
our  book-heroes  in  the  Auction  Room. 

*  Before  mention  made  of  the  Auction  Boom,  there  b  a  long  and  particular 
aoeoont  of  the  "  L&cUonum  'Menutrdbiliwn  a  Recondttarum  CetUetuirii  JCVL" 
by  John  Wolf,  in  1600,  folio ;  with  a  fac  simile,  by  myself,  of  the  por- 
trait of  the  Author.  It  had  a  great  effect,  at  the  time,  in  causing  copies 
of  this  irork  to  be  sedulously  sought  for  and  sold  at  extravagant  prices.  I  have 
known  a  fine  copy  of  this  ugly  book  bring  £8  St, 

2p 
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The  first  in  years,  as  well  as  in  celebrity,  is  Lbfidus  ; 
the  representative  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Gosset.     In  the 
BibUograpJucal  Decanwroji,  vol.  iii.  p.  5,  ample  mention 
is  made  of  him  ;  and  here  it  is,  to  me,  an  eqnally  g^teful 
and  delightful  task  to  record  the  worth,  as  well  as  the 
existence,  of  his  two  sons,  Isaac   and    Thomas,  each  a 
minister    of   the    Church    of   England.    The  former    is 
covered  with  olive  branches  as  well  as  with  reputation ; 
while  the  latter,  declining  the  "branches"  in  question^ 
rests   upon  the  stem  of  his  own  inflexible  worth,  and 
solid  scholastic  attainments.    Mrs.   Gardiner,    the    wife 
of  a    Major    Gardiner,    is    the    only    daughter  of   Dr. 
Gosset;  a  wife,  but  not  a  mother.    The  second   in   the 
ranks  is  Mustapha.    Every  body  quickly  found  out  the 
original  in  Mr.  Gardiner,  a  bookseller  in  Pall  Mall ;  who 
quickly  set  about  repelling  the  attack  here  made  upon 
him,  by  a  long  note  appended  to  the  article  "Biblio- 
mania," in  one  of  his  catalogues.     Gardiner  never  lacked 
courage ;  but,  poor  man  !  his  brains  were  under  no  con- 
troul.     We  met  after  this  reply,  and,  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,    we    exchanged   ...  smiles.      The    catalogue 
in  question,  not  otherwise  worth  a  stiver,  has  been   sold 
as    high    as    15s.,    in    consequence    of    the    Dibdinian 
flagellation.    Poor  Gardiner!  his  end  was  most  deplorable. 
We  approach  Bernardo,  who  was  intended  to  repre- 
sent the  late  Mr.  Joseph  Haslewood;  and    of  whose 
book-fame  a  very  particular,  and  I  would  hope  impar- 
tial, account  will  be   found  in  the  "  lAterary  RemMniS' 
cences  of  my  Literary  Life."    There  is  no  one  portion  of 
that  work  which  afibrds  me  more  lively   satisfaction    on 
a  re-perusal.    The  cause  of  the  individual  was  merged 
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in  the  cause  of  truth.    The  strangest  compound  of  the 
strangest  materials  that    ever  haunted  a  human    brain, 
poor  Bernardo  was,  in   spite  of  himself,  a  man  of  note 
towards  his  latter  days.       Every  body  wondered   what 
was  in  him ;  but  something*,  certainly  worth  the  perusal ; 
oozed  out  of  him  in  his  various  motley   performances ; 
and  especially    in   his    edition    of    Drunken    Bamaby's 
Tour,  which  exhibited  the  rare  spectacle  of  an  accurate 
Latin  (as  well  as  English)  text,  by  an  individual  who 
did  not  know  the  dative  singular  from  the  dative  plural 
of  hie,  hcBCy  hoc !    Haslewood,  however,   "  hit  the  right 
nail  upon  the  head"  when  he  found  out  the  real  author 
Bamaby,  in   Richard   Brathwait ;     from  the  unvarying 
designation    of   "  On  the  Errata,^*  at  the  end  of  Brath- 
wait's  pieces,  which  is  observable  in  that  of  his  "  Drunken 
Bamaby's  Tour'*     It  was  an  ^vpn^x^  ^^  its  way  ;   and  the 
late  Mr.   Heber  used  to  shout  aloud,    ''stick  to  thai, 
Haslewood,  and   your  fame  is  fixed !"     He  was  always 
proud  of  it ;     but  lost  sight  of  it  sadly,  as  well  as  of 
almost  every  thing  else,  when  he  composed  "  Tlie  Box- 
burghe  Bevels"      Yet  what  could  justify  the  cruelty  of 
dragging  this  piece  of  private  absurdity  before  the  pub- 
lic tribunal,  on  the  death  of  its  author?     Even   in   the 
grave  our  best  friends  may  be  our  worst  foes. 

At  page  196  we  are  introduced  to    Quisquilius,  the 
.   then  intended  representative  of  Mr.   George  Baker,  of 
St.  Paul's  Churchyard;   whose  prints  and   graphic  curi- 
osities were  sold   after  his  death  for  several  thousand 
pounds.     Mr.   Baker  did  not  survive  the  publication    of 

the  Bibliomania ;   but  it  is  said  he  got  scent  of  his  de- 

• 

lineated   character,    which  rufiled   every    feather    of  his 

•«^  I  <«^ 
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• 

plumage.  He  was  thin-skinned  to  excess;  and,  as  far 
as  that  went,  a  Heautontotnorutnenos !  Will  this  word 
"  re-animate  his  clay  V 

The  "  short  gentleman,"  called  RosiCRUSius,  at  page 
127,  must  necessarily  be  the  author  of  the  work.      He 
has  not  grown  taller  since  its  publication,  and  his  coffers 
continue  to  retain  the  same  stinted  condition  as  his  per- 
son.   Yet  what  has  he  not  produced  since  that  represen- 
tation of  his  person?     How  has  it  pleased  a    gracious 
Providence  to  endow  him  with  mental  and  bodily  health 
and  stamina,  to  prosecute  labours,  and  to  surmount  dif- 
ficulties, which  might  have  broken  the  hearts,  as  well  as 
the  backs,  of  many  a  wight  "from  five  to  ten  inches 
taller  than   himself!"      I  desire  to  be  grateful  for   this 
prolongation  of  labour  as  well  as  of  life ;   and  it  will  be 
my  heart-felt  consolation ,    even  to  my  dying  hour,  that 
such  "  labour  "  will  be  acceptable  to  the  latest  posterity. 
Yet  a  word  or  two  by  way  of  epilogue.    The  "  Remi- 
niscencesl  contain   a  catalogue   raisonn6  of  such  works 
as  were  published  up  to  the  year  1836.     Since  then  the 
author  has  not  been  idle.      The  "  Tottr  into  the  North  of 
England  and  Scotland"  in  two  super-royal  octavos^  stud- 
ded with  graphic  gems  of  a  variety  of  description — and 
dedicated   to   the  most  illustrious  female  in  Europe,  for 
the  magnificence  of  a  library,  the  fruit  chiefly    of  her 
own  enterprise  and  liberality — has  at   least  proved  and 
maintained    the  spirit  by  which   he   has  been  long  actu- 
ated.   To  re-animate  a  slumbering  taste,  to  bring  back 
the  gay  and  gallant  feelings  of  past  times,  to  make  men 
feel  as  gentlemen  in  the  substitution  of  guineas  for  sAs/- 
lings,  still  to  uphold  the  beauty  of  the  press,   and  the 
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gplendonr  of  marginal  magnitude^  were,  alone^  objects 
worthy  an  experiment  to  accomplish.  But  this  work 
bad  other  and  stronger  claims  to  public  notice  and  pa- 
tronage ;  and  it  did  not  fail  to  receive  them.  Six  hun- 
dred copies  were  irrevocably  fixed  in  the  course  of  the 
first  eighteen  months  from  the  day  of  publication,  and 
the  price  of  the  large  paper  has  attained  the  sum  of 
£12.  12s.  Strange  circumstances  have,  however,  here 
and  there,  thrown  dark  shadows  across  the  progress 
of  the  sale. 

If  it  were  pleasing  to  the  Author,  in  the  course  of  his 
Journey,  to  receive  attentions,  and  to  acknowledge  hos- 
pitalities, from  the  gay  and  the  great,  it  were  yet  more 
pleasing  to  hope  and  to  believe  that  such  attentions  and 
hospitalities  had  been  acknowledged  with  feelings  and 
expressions  becoming  the  character  of  a  gentleman. 
They  have  been  so  ;  as  the  pages  of  the  work  abundantly 
testify.  But  English  courtesy  is  too  frequently  located. 
It  is  a  coin  with  a  feeble  impress,  and  seems  subject  to 
woful  attrition  in  its  circulation.  The  countenance, 
which  beams  with  complacency  on  receiving  a  guest  to 
enliven  a  dull  residence,  in  a  desolate  neighbourhood,  is 
oftentimes  overcharged  with  sadness,  or  collapses  into 
rigidity,  if  the  same  guest  should  come  under  recogni- 
zance in  a  populous  city.  When  I  write  "  Instructions 
for  an  Author  on  his  travels,"  I  will  advise  a  measured 
civility  and  a  constrained  homage: — to  criticise  fear- 
I^sly,  and  to  praise  sparingly.  There  are  hearts  too 
obtuse  for  the  operations  of  gratitude.  The  Scotch  have 
behaved  worthy  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  "land  of 
cakes."     In  spirit   I  am   ever  present   with   them,    and 
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rambling  'midst  their    mountains  and  passes.      If   an 
Author  may  criticise  his  own  works,  I  should  say  that 
the  preface  to  the  Scotch  Tour  is  the  best  piece  of  com- 
position of  which  I  have  been  ever  guilty. 

How  little  are  people  aware  of  the  pleasure  they 
sometimes  unconsciously  afford !  When  Mr.  James 
Bphn,  the  publisher  of  the  Scotch  Tour,  placed  me,  one 
day,  accidentally,  opposite  a  long  list  of  splendidly 
bound  books,  and  asked  me  ^^  if  I  were  acquainted  with 
their  author?"  I  could  not  help  inwardly  exclaiming... 
"NoN  OMNis  Moriar!"*  I  am  too  poor  to  present 
them  to  my  "  Sovereign  Mistress,  the  Queen  Victoria  ;*' 
but  I  did  present  her  Majesty,  in  person,  with  a  magni- 
ficently bound  copy  of  the  Scotch  Tour;  of  which  the 
acceptance  was  never  acknowledged  from  the  royal 
quarter ;  simply  because,  according  to  an  etiquette  which 
seems  to  me  to  be  utterly  incomprehensible,  books  pre- 
sented in  person  are  not  acknowledged  by  the  Donee.  I 
will  not  presume  to  quarrel  with  what  I  do  not  exactly 
understand ;  but  I  will  be  free  to  confess  that,  had  1 
been  aware  of  this  mystery,  I  should  have  told  her 
Majesty,  on  presenting  the  volume,  that  "I  had  the 
greater  pleasure  in  making  the  offering,  as  her  illus- 
trious Father  had  been  among  the  earliest  and  warmest 
patrons  of  my  book-career ;  *  and  that  the  work  in  ques- 
tion contained  no  faithless  account  of  one  of  the  most 
interesting  portions  of  her  dominions."  This  copy  for 
the  Queen  had  a  special  vellum  page,  on  which  the  De- 
dication, or  Inscription,  was  printed  in    letters  of  gold. 

*  This  magnificent  sot  of  books,  not  all  upon  large  paper,  was  valued  at  £84. 
It  has  boon  since  sold  to  Lord  Bradford. 
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At  length  we  approach  the  once  far-famed  Atticus: 
the  once  illustrious  Richard  Heber^  Esq.,  the  self- 
ejected  member  of  the  University  of  Oxford.  Even  yet 
I  scarcely  ^know  how  to  handle  this  subject,  or  to  expa- 
tiate upon  a  theme  so  extraordinary,  and  so  provocative 
of  the  most  contradictory  feelings.  But  it  were  better 
to  be  brief;  as,  in  fact,  a  very  long  account  of  Mr. 
Heber's  later  life  will  be  found  in  my  RemiTuscences,  and 
there  is  little  to  add  to  what  those  pages  contain.  It 
may  be  here  only  necessary  to  make  mention  of  the  sale 
of  his  wonderful  library;  wonderful  in  all  respects — not 
less  from  the  variety  and  importance  of  its  contents, 
than  from  the  unparalleled  number  of  duplicate  volumes 
—even  of  works  of  the  first  degree  of  rarity.  Of  the 
latter,  it  may  suffice  to  observe  that,  of  the  editio  prin- 
ceps  of  Plato,  there  were  not  fewer  than  ten  copies  ;  and 
of  that  of  Aristotle,  five  or  six  copies :  each  the  pro- 
duction of  the  Aldine  Press.  Several  of  these  Platonic 
copies  were,  to  my  knowledge,  beautiful  ones  ;  and  what 
more  than  one  such  ^^  beautiful  copy"  need  mortal  man 
desire  to  possess?  I  believe  the  copy  of  the  Plato 
bought  at  the  sale  of  Dr.  Heath's  library  in  1810  was, 
upon  the  whole,  the  most  desirable.*  Both  works  are 
from  the  press  of  the  elder  Aldus. 

It  may  be  observed,  as  mere  preliminary  matter,  that 

*  The  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  Grenvillo  possesses  &  copy  of  this  first  edition  (from 
the  library  of  the  Kev.  Theodore  Williams)  in  an  uncut  state.  It  may  defy  all 
competition.  There  is,  however,  in  the  Spencer  library,  at  Althorp,  described  by 
me  in  the  second  volume  of  the  Bibliotheca  SpeTueriana,  a  very  beautiful  copy, 
delicately  ruled  with  red  lines,  which  may  be  pronounced  as  almost  in  its 
primitive  state.  The  leaves  **  discourse  most  eloquently^  as  you  turn  them  over  : 
and  what  sound,  to  the  ears  of  a'  thorough  bred  bibliomaniac,  can  bo  moro 
"  musical  r 
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it  was  once  in  contemplation  to  publish  the  literary  life 
of  Mr.  Heber ;  and  an  impression  comes  across  my  mind 
that  I  had  tendered  my  services  for  the  labonr  in  ques- 
tion.    The  plan  was  however  abandoned — and  perhaps 
wisely.    There  was  also  to  have  been  a  portrait  prefixed, 
firom  the  pencil  of  Mr.  Masquerier^  the  ordy  portrait  of 
him — ^in  later  life — ^but  the  strangest  whims  and  vagaries 
attended  the  surrendering,  or  rather  the  not  surrendering, 
of  the  portrait  in  question.      I  am  in  possession  of  a 
correspondence  upon  this  subject  which  is  perfectly  sui 
generis.    The  library  of  Mr.  Heber  was  consigned  to  the 
care  and   discretion  of  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss — ^book- 
sellers of  long  established  eminence  and   respectability. 
It  was  merely  intended  to  be  an  alphabetical,  sale  cata- 
logue, with    no  other    bibliographical    details  than  the 
scarcity  or  curiosity  of  the  article  warranted.     It  was 
also  of  importance  to  press  the  sale,  or   sales,  with  all 
convenient  dispatch :     but    the  mass    of  books    was  so 
enormous  that  two  years  (1834-6)  were  consumed  in  the 
dispersion  of  them,   at  home ;    to  say  nothing  of  what 
was  sold  in  Flanders,  at  Paris,  and  at  Neuremberg.     I 
have  of  late  been  abundantly  persuaded   that  the  acqui- 
sition of  books — anywhere,  and  of  whatever  kind — be- 
came an  ungovernable  passion  with  Mr.   Heber;    and 
that  he  was  a  Bibliomaniac    in  iis  strict  as  well  as 
enlarged  sense.     Of  his  library  at  Neuremberg  he  had 
never  seen  a  volume ;  but  he  thought  well  of  it,   as  it 
was  the  identical  collection  referred  to  by  Panzer,  among 
his  other  authorities,  in  his  Tjrpographical  Annals.      Of 
the  amount  of  its  produce,  when  sold,  I  am  ignorant. 
I   have  said  that  the   Catalogue,  which   consisted  oi 
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XII  parts  (exclusively  of  a  portion  of  fcNreign  books, 
which  were  sold  by  the  late  Mr.  Wheatley)  was  intended 
merely  to  be  a  sale  catalogue^  without  bibliographical 
remarks ;  but  I  must  except  Parts  11,  IV,  and  XI :  the 
first  of  these  containing  the  Drama,  the  second  the 
EngUsh  Poetry,  and  the  third  the  Manuscripts — ^which, 
comparatively,  luxuriate  in  copious  ^and  apposite  de- 
scription. ''Si  sic  omnia!"  but  it  were  impracticable. 
I  believe  that  the  Manuscript  Department,  comprised  in 

about  1720  articles,  produced  upwards  of  £5000.  It 
may  not  be  amiss  to  subjoin  the  following  programme. 

Part.  I.  7486  articles  ;  Sold  by  Sotheby 

II.  6590    Ditto 

III.  5056    Ditto 

IV.  3067    Sold  by  Evans 

V.  5693 Sold  by  Wheatley 

VI.  4666  Sold  by  Evans 

VII.  6797  Ditto 

VIII.  3170  Ditto 

IX.  3218  Sold  by  Sotheby 

X.  3490  Ditto 

XI.  1717 Sold  by  Evans 

XII.  1690 Sold  by  Wheafley 

From  which  it  should  seem,  first  that  the  total  num- 
ber of  articles  was  nearly  fifty  three  thousand — a  number 
that  almost  staggers  belief;  and  places  the  collections 
of  Tom  Bawlinson  and  the  Earl  of  Oxford  at  a  very 
considerable  distance  behind ;  although  the  latter,  for 
condition  (with  one  exception),  has  never  been  equalled, 
and  perhaps  will  probably  never  be  surpassed.    Secondly, 
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if  it  be  a  legitimate  mode  of  computation — taking  two 
books  for  each  article^  one  with  another^  throughout  the 
entire  catalogue — it  will  follow  that  the  entire  library  of 
Mr.  Heber^  in  England,  contained  not  fewer  than  one 
hundred  and  five  thousand  volumes.  The  net  amount  of 
the  Sale  of  this  unparalleled  mass  of  books  is  said  to 
have  been  £55,000 :  a  large  sum,  when  the  deductions 
from  commissionsbip  and  the  government-tax  be  taken 
into  consideration.*  Dr.  Harwood  thought  that  the 
sale  of  Askew  Library  was  a  remarkable  one,  firom  its 
bringing  a  guinea  per  article — one  with  another — of  the 
4015  articles  of  which  the  library  was  composed.  The 
history  of  the  Heber  Sale  might  furnish  materials  for  a 
little  jocund  volume,  which  can  have  nothing  to  do  here  ; 
although  there  is  more  than  one  party,  mixed  up  with 
the  tale,  who  will  find  anything  but  cause  of  mirth  in  the 
recital.  That  such  a  Monument,  as  this  library,  should 
have  been  sufiered  to  crumble  to  pieces,  without  a 
syllable  said  of  its  owner,  is,  of  all  the  marvellous 
occurrences  in  this  marvellous  world,  one  of  the  most 
marvellous :  and  to  be  deprecated  to  the  latest  hour. 
Yet,  .who  was  surrounded  by  a  larger  troop  of  friends 
than  the  Individual  who  raised  the  Monument  ? 

One  anecdote  may  be  worth  recording.  The  present 
venerable  and  deeply  learned  President  of  Magdalen 
College,  Oxford,  told  me  that,  on  casting  up  the  number 
of  odd — or  appendant  volumes,  (as  2  or  12  more)  to  the 
several  articles  in  the  catalogue — he  found  it  to  amount 
to  four  thousand.       Now,  primfi.  facie,  it  seems  hardly 

*  These  deductions,  united,  are  about  17  per  cent. :    nearly  £10,000  to  be 
deducted  from  the  gross  proceeds. 
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credible  that  there  should  have  been  such  a  number,  in 
such  a  library,  not  deserving  of  mention  as  distinct 
articles:  but  it  must  be  taken  into  consideration  that 
Mr.  Heber  bought  many  lots  for  the  sake  of  one  par- 
ticular book:  and,  considering  the  enormous  extent  of 
his  library,  it  is  not  a  very  violent  supposition,  or  in- 
ference, that  these  4000  volumes  were  scarcely  deserving 
of  a  more  particular  notice. 

PoNTEVALLO  was  the  late  John  Dent,  Esq.,  whose 
library  was  sold  in  1827 ;  and  of  which  library  that  ot 
the  late  Robert  Heathcote  formed  the  basis.  It  contained 
much  that  was  curious,  scarce,  and  delectable ;  but  the 
sale  of  it  exhibited  the  first  grand  melancholy  sjnnptoms 
of  the  decay  of  the  Bibliomania.  The  Sweynheym  and 
Pannartz  Livy  of  1469,  upon  vellum,  was  allowed  to 
be  knocked  down  for  £262 !  Mr.  Evans,  who  had  twice 
before  sold  that  identical  volume — first,  in  the  sale  of 
Mr.  Edwards's  library  (see  Bibliographical  Decameron, 
vol.  iii.  p. — )  and  secondly  in  that  of  the  late  Sir  M.  M. 
Sykes,  Bart  (who  had  purchased  the  book  for  £782) — 
did  all  that  human  powers  could  do,  to  obtain  a  higher 
bidding — but  Messrs.  Payne  and  Foss,  with  little  more 
than  the  breathing  of  competition,  became  the  purchasers 
at  the  very  moderate  sum  first  mentioned.  From  them 
it  seemed  to  glide  naturally,  as  well  as  necessarily,  into 
the  matchless  collection  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  Gren* 
ville.  I  yet  seem  to  hear  the  echo  of  the  clapping  ot 
Sir  M.  M.  Sykes's  hands,  when  I  was  the  herald  of  the  in- 
telligence of  his  having  become  the  purchaser !  These 
echoes  have  all  died  away  now:  unless  indeed  they  are 
likely  to  be  revived  by  a  Holford  or  a  Bottfield. 
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Hortensios  was  the  late  Sir  William  Bolland,  Knt : 
and^  a  few  years  before  his  deaths  one  of  the  Barons  oi 
his  Majestjr's  Excheqaer.  He  died  in  his  68th  year. 
He  was  an  admirable  man  in  all  respects.  I  leave  those 
who  composed  the  domestic  circle  of  which  he  was  the 
delightful  focus^  to  expatiate  upon  that  worth  and  ex- 
cellence of  which  they  were  the  constant  witnesses  and 
participators — 

"  Ho  befit  shall  paint  them  who  shall /^  th«n  most." 

To  mc^  the  humbler  task  is  assigned  of  recording  what 
is  only  more  particularly  connected  with  books  and 
VIRTU.  And  yet  1  may,  not  very  inappositely,  make  a 
previous  remark.  On  obtaining  a  seat  upon  the  bench, 
the  first  circuit  assigned  to  him  was  that  of  '^the 
Oxford."  It  proved  to  be  heavy  in  the  criminal  Calen- 
dar :  and  Mr.  Baron  Bolland  had  to  pass  sentence  of 
death  upon  three  criminals.  A  maiden  circuit  is  rarely 
so  marked ;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
humane  and  warm-hearted  feelings  of  the  Judge  were 
never  before,  or  afterwards,  subjected  to  so  severe  a 
trial.  It  was  a  bitter  and  severe  struggle  with  all  the 
kindlier  feelings  of  his  heart.  But  our  theme  is  books. 
His  library  was  sold  by  public  auction,  under  Mr* 
Evans's  hammer,  in  the  autumn  of  1840.  One  anecdote, 
connected  with  his  books,  is  worth  recording.  In  my 
Decameron,  vol.  iii.  p.  267,  mention  will  be  found  of  a 
bundle  of  poetical  tracts,  belonging  to  the  Chapter- 
library  at  Lincoln,  round  which,  on  my  second  visit  to 
that  library,  I  had,  in  imitation  of  Captain  Cox  (see 
page  —  ante,),  entwined  some   whip-cord  around  them — 
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setting  them  apart  for  the   consideration  of  the  Dean 
and  Chapter,  whether  a  second  time,  I  might  not  be- 
come   a  purchaser    of  some  of  their  book-treasures?     I 
had  valued  them  at  fourscore  guineas.      The  books  in 
question  will  be  found  mentioned  in  a  note  at  page  267 
of  the  third  volume  of  the  Bibliographical  Decameron. 
I  had  observed   as  follows  in  the  work  just  referred 
to,    "What  would  Hortensius  say  to  the  gathering  of 
such  flowers,  to  add  to  the  previously  collected  Lincoln 
Nosegay  ?"     The  reader  will  judge  of  my  mingled  plea- 
sure and  surprise  (dashed  however  with  a  few  grains  of 
disappointment  on  not  becoming  the  proprietor  of  them 
myself)  when    the  Baron,    one  day,    after  dining  with 
him,  led  me  to  his  book-case,   and.  pointing  to    these 
precious  tomes,  asked  me  if  I  had  ever  seen  them  b9fore  ? 
For  a  little  moment   I  felt  the  "  Obstupui"  of  ^neas. 
**  How  is  this  ?"  exclaimed   I.    "  The  secret  is   in   the 
vault  of  the  Capulets  "  —  replied    my  Friend  —  and  it 
never  escaped  him.     "Those  are  the  identical    books 
mentioned  in  your  Decameron."      Not  many  years  after- 
wards  I  learnt  from  the  late  Benjamin  Wheatley  that  he 
had  procured  them  on  a  late  visit  to  Lincoln  ;  and  that 
my  price,  afiixed,  was   taken   as  their  just  value.      Of 
these  Linclonian  treasures,  one  volume  alone — the  Bape 
of  Lucrece— brought  one  hundred  guineas  at  the  sale 
of  the  Judge's  library,  beginning  on  the  18th  of  No- 
vember, 1840.    See  No.  2187;    where   it  should  seem 
that  only  four  other  perfect  copies  are  known. 

The  library  of  the  late  Mr.  Baron  BoUand,  consisting 
af  2d40  articles,  brought  a  trifle  more  than  a  guinea  per 
article.    It  was  choice,  curious,  and  instructively  mis- 
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cellaneous.  Its  owner  was  a  man  of  taste  as  well  as  a 
scholar ;  and  the  crabbed  niceties  of  his  profession  had 
neither  chilled  his  heart  nor  clouded  his  jadgment.  He 
revelled  in  his  small  cabinet  of  Eng-lish  Coins;  which 
he  placed,  and  almost  worshipped,  among^  his  fire-side 
lares.  They  were,  the  greater  part  of  them,  of  precious 
die— in  primitive  lustre ;  and  he  handled  them,  and  ex- 
patiated on  them,  with  the  enthusiasm  of  a  Snelling, 
and  the  science  of  a  Foulkes.      His  walls  were  covered 

M 

with  modem  pictures,  attractive  from  historical  or  taste- 
ful associations.    There  was  nothing  but  what  seemed  to 

"point  a  moral,  or  adorn  a  tale," 

His  passion  for  books  was  of  the  largest  scale  and  di- 
mensions, and  marked  by  every  species  of  almost  envi- 
able enthusiasm.  His  anecdotes,  engrafted  on  them, 
were  racy  and  sparkling ;  and  I  am  not  quite  sure 
whether  it  was  not  in  contemplation  by  him  to  build 
a  small  ^^oratoire"  to  the  memories  of  Caxton  and 
Wynkyn  De  Worde.  He  considel*ed  the  folios  of  the 
latter,  in  the  fifteenth  century,  to  be  miracles  of  typo- 
graphical execution ;  and,  being  a  poet  himself,  would 
have  been  in  veritable  ecstacies  had  he  lived  to  see  the 
UNIQUE  Chaucer  of  1498,  which  it  was  my  good  luck 
to  obtain  for  the  library  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Thomas  Gren- 

ville.     I  will  add  but  a  few  specimens  of  his  library — 
No.  £    8,    d, 

26  Armony  of  Byrdes,  printed  by  Wyght. 
12mo.,  a  poem,  in  six  line  stanzas. 
Mr.  Heber's  copy.  A  little  volume  of 
indescribable  rarity 12  15    0 


PART  in.]  SUPPLEMENT.  591 

No.  £    8.    cL 
221    Arnold's  Chronicle,  4to.,  printed  at  An- 
twerp, by  Doesborch  (1502)  ? 9    2    6 

406  Boccus  and  Sydracke,  printed  by  God- 
firay,  at  the  wits  and  charge  of  Robert 
Saltousde,  Monke  of  Canterbury,  4to.    5    8    6 

1092    Cicero  de  Officiis,  Ulric  Zel 1111    0 

1156  Chaucer's  Troylus  and  Cresseyde,  printed 
byPynson.  (1526.)  Folio.  This  vo- 
lume had  been  successively  in  the 
libraries  of  Hubert,  the  Duke  of  Rox- 
burghe,  and  Mr.  Herbert.     It  was  in 

parts  imperfect  25    0    0 

1255    Marston's  Scourge  of  Villanie.    (1598.) 

12mo.     First  edition  :  of  terrific  rarity  18    5    0 
1624    Glanville,     de    Proprietatibus    Rerum. 

Printed  by  W.  de  Worde.     FoUo  17    0    0 

1848  HoUand's  Heroologia  Anglica.  (1620.) 
Folio.    So  tall  a  copy  that  it  had  the 

appearance  of  large  paper 8    2    6 

2138    Shakspeare's  Venus  and  Adonis.   (1596.) 

12mo.    Third  edition   91    0    0 

2187    Shakspeare's    Lucrece.      First    edition. 

1594.    Quarto 105    0    0 

(This  was  the  Lincoln-Chapter  copy.) 
The  entire  produce  of  the  sale  was  £3019. 
Ulpian,  the  associate  of  Hortensius,  was,  and  is  (I 
rejoice  to  add)  a  Barrister-at-Law,  and  one  of  the  six 
Clerks  in  Chancery.  In  the  Decameron,  vol.  iii.  p. — , 
he  appears  under  the  more  euphonous  as  w6ll  as  genial 
name  of  Palmerin  :    but    the  "  hermitage"    there    de- 
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scribed  has  been  long  deserted  by  its  master  and  mis- 
tress— who  have  transferred  their  treasures  and  curiosi- 
ties to  the  sea-girt  village,  or  rather  town,  of  Ryde  and 
its  vicinity :  where  stained-glass  windows  and  velvet 
bound  tomes  are  seen  to  yet  greater  advantage.  Lbontes, 
mentioned  at  page  133,  was  the  late  James  Bindley, 
Esq. — of  whom  a  few  interesting  particulars  will  be 
found  in  the  third  volume  of  my  Bibliographical  De- 
cameron. He  died  before  the  publication  of  this  latter 
work.  Sir  Tristrem  was  the  late  Sir  Walter  Scott 
— then  in  the  effulgence  of  poetical  renown  !  Prospbro 
was  the  late  Francis  Douce,  Esq.  My  Reminiscences 
make  copious  mention  of  these    celebrated    characters* 

AuRELius  was  intended  as  the  representative  of  the 
late  George  Chalmers,  Esq. — ^the  most  learned  and  the 
most  celebrated  of  all  the  Antiquarians  and  Historians 
of  Scotland.  His  Caledonia  is  a  triumphant  proof  of 
his  giant-powers.  Never  before  did  an  author  encounter 
such  vast  and  various  difficulties :  never  was  such  thick 
darkness  so  satisfactorily  dispersed.  It  is  a  marvellous 
work,  in  four  large  quarto  volumes ;  but  so  indifferently 
printed,  and  upon  such  wretched  paper,  that  within  the 
next  century,  perhaps,  not  six  copies  of  it  will  be  found 
entire.  The  less  laborious  works  of  Mr.  Chalmers  were 
statistical  and  philological.  Of  the  latter,  his  tracts 
relating  to  Shakspeare,  and  his  Life  of  Mary  Queen  of 
Scots  may  be  considered  the  principal. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Greorge  Chalmers  in  1823,  his 
nephew  became  possessed  of  his  library ;  and  on  the 
death  of  the  nephew,  in  1841,  it  was  placed  by  the 
executors  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Evans,  who  brought  the 
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first  part  to  sale  on  the  27th  of  September,  1841.  It 
consisted  of  2292  articles,  and  produced  the  sum  of 
£2190.  The  Second  Part  was  brought  to  the  same 
hammer,  on  February  27, 1842,  and  produced  the  sum  of 
£1918  2s.  6d.  It  is  on  the  latter  part  that  I  am  disposed 
to  dwell  more  particularly,  because  it  was  so  eminently 
rich  in  Shakspearian  lore ;  and  because,  at  this  present 
moment,  the  name  of  our  immortal  dramatist  seems  to 
be  invested  with  a  fresh  halo  of  incomparable  lustre. 
The  first  edition  of  his  smaller  works  has  acquired  most 
extraordinary  worth  in  the  book-market.  The  second 
part  of  Mr.  Chalmers's  collection  shews  that  the  Sonnets 
of  1595  produced  a  hundred  gxuneas ;  while  the  Rape  of 
Lucrece  (which,  perhaps,  no  human  being  has  ever  had 
the  perseverance  to  read  through)  produced  £105  in  a 
preceding  sale:  see  page  591.  The  Venus  and  Adonis 
has  kept  close  pace  with  its  companions. 

We  may  now  revel  among  the  rarities  of  the  first 
PART  of  this  extraordinary  collection — 

No.  £    i,    d. 

123    Bale's  Comedy  concemynge  thre  Lawes 

of  Nature,  Moses  and  Christ,  corrupted 

by  the  Sodomytes,    Pharisees  and  Pa- 

pystes  most  wicked,  wants  the  title,  first 

edition,  curious  portrait  of  the  Author, 

excessively  rare.     Inprented  per  Nicho- 

laum  Bamburgensem,  1538 10    0    0 

488    Wilkins'  Concilia  Magnaj  Britannia?  et 

Hibernise,  4  vols.  1737.     Folio  25    0    0 

[Such  a  price  is  one  among  the  few  harmless  fruits  of 

the  Puseian  Controversy  !] 

2  Q 
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No.  £    9,    d. 

958    Churchyard's  Worthiness  of  Wales,  first 

edition,  very  rare,  1587.     Quarto  24    0    0 

[In  my  earlier  days  of  Book-collecting,  I  obtained  a 

copy   of  this  most  rare  volume,  in  an  uncut  state,  from 

a    Mr.    Keene,   of  Hammersmith,   who  asked  me  ''if  I 

thought  half-a-guinea  an  extravagant  price  for  it?"     I 

unhesitatingly  replied  in  the  negative.    Not  long  after, 

the  late   Mr.  Sancho,  who  succeeded   Mr.  Payne,  at  the 

Mews   Gate,   went  on   his  knees  to   me,  to  purchase  it 

for  two  guineas!    His  attitude  was  too  humble  and  the 

tone   of  his   voice   too   supplicatory  to  be  resisted.     He 

disposed  of  it  to  his  patron-friend,  the   Hon.  S.    Elliott, 

for  five  pounds  five   shillings.     Mr.   Elliott   had  a  very 

choice  library;   and   was   himself  a  most    amiable   and 

incomparable  man.       It  is  some  twenty-five  years  since 

I  first  saw  him  at  the  late  Earl  Spencer's,  at  Althorp.] 

960  Churchyard.  The  Firste  of  Church- 
yardes  Chippes,  containinge  Tweluese- 
uerall    Labours,     green     morocco,     gilt 

leaves,  1578  0    0    0 

The  Second    Part   of  Churchyard's   Chips  was  neve' 
published. 

961  Churchyard's  Generall  Rehearsall  of 
Warres,  called  Churchyardes  Choise, 
imprinted  by  White,  1579  7    7    0 

The  latter  part  of  this  Work   is  in  Verse,  and  some 
have  supposed  that  Churchyard  intended  it  to  form  the 
Second  Part  of  his  Chips. 
1146    Gascoyne's    Delicate    Diet    for  Daintie 
Mouthde  Droonkardes,  excessively  rare ; 
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No.  ^    ».    d. 

only  one  other  copy  known,  namely,  that 

which  was  in  the  Libraries  of  G.  Steevens 

and  R.  Heber. — See  Heber's  Catalogpue, 

part  iv.  no.  771.     Imprinted  by  Johnes, 

1576 11  11    0 

1182    Wolsey's  Grammar.     Rudimenta 

Grammatices  et  Docendi  Methodos 
ScholsB  GypsnichiansB  per  Thomam  Car- 
dinalem     Ebor,    institute  m,    &c.,    rare, 

Antv.  1536 4  19    0 

The    Preface,    containing  directions   for  the   Conduct 

of  the   School,   is   written   by   Cardinal    Wolsey.    The 

Grammar  is  by  Dean  Colet  and  Lilly. 
1295    The  Complete  History  of  Cornwall,  Part 
II.,  being*   the   Parochial   History,  (by 

William  Hals,)  extremely  rare  15    0    0 

This  is  one  of  the  rarest  books  in  the  class  of  British 

Topography.    The  first  part  was  never  printed,  it   has 

therefore  no  general  title.    A  copy  is   in  the   library  of 

the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Grenville. 

1314  Patrick  Hannay's  Nightingale,  Shere- 
tine,  Happy  Husband,  Songs,  Sonnets, 
&c.,  with  the  frontispiece,  including  the 
extremely  rare  Portrait  of  Patrick  Han- 
nay,  an  excessively  rare  Jvolume  when 

perfect,  1622 13    5    0 

We  believe   only    one  other   perfect   copy  is  known, 

that  which  was  successively  in  the  Libraries  of  Bindley, 

Perry,   Sykes,    and   Rice.     No   poetical  volume  in  the 

libraries   of  these   celebrated    collectors   excited  a  more 

lively  interest,  or  a  keener  competition.     This  was  ob- 

2  Q  2 
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No.  £    «.    d. 

tained  by   Mr.  Chalmers  at  Pinkerton's  sale  in    1812. 

The  Portrait  of  Hannay  is  a  great  desideratum  to  the 

Granger  Collectors. 

1436    Hutton's  (Henry  Donelmensis)  Follic's 
Anatomie,    or    Satyrs    and    Satjrricall  • 
Epigrams,  1629.    12mo  11  11     0 

1461  De  Foe.  Review  of  the  Affairs  of  France 
and  of  all  Europe,  as  influenced  by  that 
Nation,  with  Historical  Observations  on 
Public  Affairs,  and  an  entertaining  part 
in  every  sheet  (by  Defoe),  8  vols.,  ex- 
cessively rare.    The  most  perfect  copy 

known,  1705 41    0     0 

This  is  the  g^eat  desideratum  of  all  the  collectors  of 

De  Foe's  works.     It  is  the  most  perfect  copy  known  ; 

that  which  approaches  it  the  nearest  is  the  copy  in  the 

British  Museum ;  but  that  only  extends  to  6  vols. 

1508  Cronycle  of  Englonde  wjrth  the  Frute  of 
Tymes,  compyled  by  one  somtyme 
Mayster  of  Saynt  Albons.  NeMiy  en- 
prynted  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  1497. 
The  Descrypcyon  of  Englonde  (in 
Prose),  also  the  Descrypcyon  of  the 
Londe  of  Wales,  in  verse,  emprynted  by 
me  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  1498, 2  vols,  in  1. 
The  first  editions  by  Wjmkyn  de  Worde, 
extremely  rare  , 48    0     0 

1738  Fulwell's  (Ulpian)  Flower  of  Fame,  con- 
taining the  bright  renowne  and  most 
fortunate  raigne  of  King  Henry  VIII., 
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No.  £    8.    d 
wherein  is  mentioned  of   matters,  by  the 
rest  of  our  Cronographers  ouerpassed,  in 
verse    and    prose,    extremely    rare,    im- 
printed by  Hoskins,  1575 9    2    0 

See  an    account  of  this  very    curious  work    in  the 

Censura  Literaria,  vol.    5,    p.   164  to  168,   written  by 

Gilchrist.        It    was     described     from    the     late    Mr. 

Neunberg's  Copy,  which  was  sold  for  £30.  9s. 

1739  Fulwell  (Ulpian).  The  First  Parte  of  the 
Eighth  Liberall  Science :  entituled  Ars 
Adulandi,  the  Arte  of  Flatterie,  first  edi- 
tion, excessively  rare,  title  mended,  a 
piece  wanting  in  the  centre.  4to.  Im- 
printed by  Jones,  1579 17    0    0 

1877  (Marlowe)  the  true  Tragedie  of 
Richarde  Duke  of  Yorke,  and  the  Death 

of  Good  King  Henrie  the  Sixt,  with  the 
whole  contention  betweene  the  two 
Houses  Lancaster  and  Yorke,  as  it  was 
sundrie  times  acted  by  the  Right  Hon- 
ourable the  Earle  of  Pembroke,,  his 
servants,  first  edition,  excessively  rare, 
and  believed  to  be  unique,  very  fine 
copy,   printed  at  London  by  P.S.   1595. 

4to 131    0    0 

[I  refer  with  pleasure  to  Mr.  Evans'  long,  learned, 
and  satisfactory  note  upon  this  most  precious  volume  • 
which  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  in  the  Bodleian 
Library,  for  which  it  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Rodd,  the 
bookseller.] 
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No.  £    <.    i- 

1965  Greene  in  Conceipt.    New  raised  from  his 

grave  to  write  the  Tragique.  History  of 

Faire  Valeria  of  London,  by  J.  D(icken- 

son),  very  rare.    4to.    1598 15  15    0 

1983  Hake,  of  Gold's   Kingdom,   described  in 

sundry  poems,  1604, 12mo 13    0    0 

1984  Hakluyt.  Divers  Voyages  touching  the 
Discoverie  of  America,  and  the  Islands 
adjacent  unto  the  same,  made  first  of  all 
by  our  Englishmen,  and  afterwards  by 
the  Frenchmen  and  Britons,  with  both 
the  maps,  excessively  rare,  only  one 
other  copy  known  to  contain  the  two 
maps.     Imprinted   by   Woodcocke,   1582. 

4to 25    0    0 

2209  Hogarde  (Myles)    : 19    5    0 

"  A  Mirrour  of  Loue, 

Which  such  light  doth  giue. 
That  all  men  may  leame. 
How  to  loue  and  Hue." 

Imprinted  by  Caly>  1555. 

PART  II. 

163  Fraunce's   (Abraham)    Lamentations    of 

Amintas  for  the  death  of  Phillis,  a  Poem  ; 
excessively  rare  ,...  20  10    0 

164  Fyssher's  (Jhon,  Student  of  Oxford) 
Poems  written  in  Dialogue,  wants  the 
title  and  part  of  a  leaf,  extremely  rare. 
Imprinted  by  John  Tisdale,  1558 9    9    0 
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171  Gascoigne's    Whole  Woorkes,    with  the 

Comedy    of    Supposes    and    the    Steele 
Glasse,   best  edition,   very  fine  copy,  in 

Russia.     Imprinted  by  Jesse,  1587 10  15    0 

At  the  end  of  the  Volume  there  is  a  Tract  by  Gas- 
coigpae,  entitled   "  Certain  Notes  of  Instruction  concern- 
ing the  Making  of  verses,   or  Rimes,   in  English."    The 
Tract  is  not  mentioned  in  the  list  of  contents  on  the 
title,  and  the  four  leaves  very  rarely  occur. 
450  Marshall's  (Greorge)  Compendious  Treat- 
ise, in  Metre,  declaring  the'  Firste  Origi- 
nal! of  Sacrifice,  and  of  the  buylding  of 
Aultars  and  Churches,  a  Poem,  extremely 

rare.    Cawood,  1534  20  10    0 

479  Harvey's  (Gabriel)  Foure  Letters  and 
certaine  Sonnets,  especially  touching 
Robert  Greene  and  other  Parties  by  him 

abused.     Printed  by  Wolfe,  1592 10  10    0 

Gabriel  Harvey  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Spenser. 
The  immediate  occasion  of  Harvey's  writing  these 
letters  was  to  resent  Greene's  attack  on  his  Father ;  but 
the  permanent  value  of  the  Volume  is  the  very  interest- 
ing  notices  Harvey  gives  of  his  literary  contemporaries. 
The  work  concludes  with  a  Sonnet  of  Spenser,  addressed 
to  Harvey. 

470  Meeting  of  Gallants  at  an  Ordinarie,  or 
the  Walkes  of  Powles,  very  scarce,  1604. 

12mo 15  15    0 

This  scarce  and  curious  little  volume  is  not  men- 
tioned   by    Lowndes.     The    work    commences    with  a 
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Poetical  Dialogue  between  Warre,  Famine,  and  Pesti- 
lence. The  Tales  of  my  Landlord  then  follow,  '*  Where 
the  Fatte  Host  telles  Tales  at  the  upper  ende  of  the 
Table."  Mine  host,  however,  does  not  have  all  the  con- 
versation to  himself.  The  guests  take  a  very  fair  share. 
One  of  the  interlocutors,  Gingle-Spur,  alludes  to  one  of 
Shakspeare's  Plays.  "This  was  a  prettie  Comedy  of 
Errors,  my  round  Host." 

« 

[I  shall  place  all  the  Shakspearian  Articles  conse- 
cutively ;  that  the  Reader  may  observe  in  what  a  rapid  . 
ratio  their  pecuniary  value  has  increased.  Of  the  son- 
nets, the  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Grenville  possesses  one 
copy,  and  Thomas  Jolley,  Esq.,  another.  The  History 
of  the  acquisition  of  the  latter  copy  is  one  of  sing^ar 
interest ;  almost  sufficient  to  add  another  day  to  a  Biblio- 
graphical Decameron.  This  copy  is  in  pristine  condition, 
and  looks  as  if  snatched  from  the  press.  Mr.  Jolley  also 
possesses  a  very  fine  and  perfect  copy  of  the  first 
edition  of  Shakspeare's  Works,  in  folio ;  but  a  similar 
copy,  in  the  library  of  the  Right  Honourable  Thomas 
Grenville,  will,  perhaps,  always  continue  unrivalx,ed.] 
No.  £    $.    d, 

558  Shakspeare's  Venus  and  Adonis ;  unique. 

Edinburgh,  by  John  Writtoun,  and  are 
to  bee  sold  in  his  shop,  a  little  beneath 
the  Salt  Trone,  1627 37  10    0 

We  are  always  extremely  cautious  in  using  the  desig- 
nation unique;  but  we  think  we  may  safely  do  so  upon 
the  present  occasion.  We  have  made  very  extensive 
inquiries  on  the  subject,  and  have  recently  written  to 
David  Laing,  Esq.,  Keeper  of  the  Library  of  the  Writers 
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to  the  Signet,  from  whom  we  have  received  a  confirma- 
tion of  our  belief.  Beloe,  in  describing  this  copy,  says 
'Mt  must  be  considered  as  an  indubitable  proof  that  at 
a  very  early  period  the  Scotch  knew,  and  admired,  the 
genius  of  Shakspeare."  He  might  have  continued,  its 
proceeding  from  the  press  of  Writtoun,  was  an  addi- 
tional proof,  as  he  only  published  small  Popular  Tracts. 
Beloe  has  erroneously  given  the  date  1607,  and  Lowndes 
has  copied  his  error.  .The  first  books  printed  by 
Writtoun  were  about  1624.  His  will  is  printed  in  the 
Bannat3me  Miscellany.  The  second  edition  of  this 
precious  Poem,  printed  in  *1596,  produced  the  sum  of 
£91,  at  the  sale  of  Baron  BoUand's  library:  see  page 
591,  ante.] 

No.  £    $.    d, 

974  Shakespeare's  Comedies,  Tragedies,  and 

Histories,  first  edition.  The  title  a  re- 
print, but  the  Portrait  Original.  With 
the  Verses  of  Ben  Jonson,  original,  but 
inlaid,  blue  morocco,  1623   « 41    0    0 

935  Shake-Speares  Sonnets,  neuer  before  im- 
printed, extremely  rare,  most  beautiful 
copy,  in  Russia.  London,  by  G.  Eld  for 
T.  T.  and  are  to  be  solde  by  William 
Apsley,1609    105    0    0 

936  Shakspeare's  Most  Excellent  Historic  of 
the  Merchant  of  Venice,  with  the  Ex- 
treame    Crueltie    of   Shylock    the    Jew, 
first  edition,  extremely  rare,  printed  by 

J.  R(oberts)  for  Thomas    Heyes,  1600...  10    0    0 


602  SUPPLEMENT.  [fart  nl 
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987  Another  Copy,  second  edition,  very  scarce, 

printed  by  J.  Roberts,  1600  0    0    0 

938  Another  Copy,  1637   0    0    0 

939  Shakspeare's  Midsommer  Nights  Dreame, 

second  edition,  printed  by  James  Roberts, 

1600  105    0    0 

940  Shakspeare's  Most  Lamentable  Tragedie 
of  Titus  Andronicus,  second  edition,  very 

scarce,  1611 15    0    0 

Only  one  perfect  copy  of  the  first  edition  is  known. 

941  Shakspeare,  his  True  Chronicle  History 
of  the  Life  and  Death  of  King  Lear  and 
his  Three  Daughters,  second  edition, 
printed  for  N.  Butter,  1608   14  14    0 

942  Shakspeare's  Famous  Historie  of  Troylus 
and  Cresseid,  with  the  Conceited  Wooing 
of  Pandorus  Prince  of  Licia,  first  edition, 
extremely  rare,  imprinted  by  G.  Eld,  1609  12  15    0 

948  Shakspeare's  Richard  the  Second,  with 
new  additions  of  the  Parliament  Scene, 

and  the  deposing  of  King  Richard  5    0    0 

[There  were  many  other  early  editions  of  the  Plays 
of     Shakspeare,    but    the    preceding    were    the    most 
prominent.] 
688  Ovid.      The    Hores  of    Guide  de    Arte 
Amandi,  with  their  Englysshe  afore  them 
and  two    Alphabete    Tablys,    extremely 
rare,  very  fine  copy  Wynandus  de  Worde, 

1513  10  15    0 

[This  edition  was  wholly  unknown  to  me.] 
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659  Newton's  (T.)  Atropeion  DelioD,  or  the 

Death  of  Delia,  (Queen  Elizabeth)  with 
the  Teares  of  her  Fonerall,  very  scarce, 

1603 10  15    0 

565  Hilarie  (Hughe)  The  Resurrection  of  the 
Masse,  with  the  Wonderful  Vertues  of  the 
Same,  a  Poem,  excessively  rare,  im- 
printed atStrasburgh  in  Elsas,  1554 18    0    0 

This  is  '  a  yery  bitter  satire  on  the  Ceremonies,  Doc- 
trines, and  Ministers  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
567  Skelton.  Here  after  foloweth  certaine 
Bokes  complyed  by  Mayster  Skelt6,  Poet 
Laureat,  Speake  Parot,  Ware  the  Hawke, 
Tunnynge  of  Eleanoure  Rummyne,  &c. 
Imprinted  by  Kynge  and  Marche.  Here 
after  foloweth  a  little  boke  called  Colyn 
Clout,  by  Master  Skelton  Poete  Laureate, 
imprjmted  by  Veale.  Here  after  folow- 
eth a  little  boke,  Why  come  ye  not  to 
Courte,  by  Mayster  Skelton,  Poet  Lau- 
reate. This  is  Skelton's  celebrated  Satire 
against  Cardinal  Wolsey,  imprinted  by 
Veale.  A  little  Boke  of  Philip  Sparow, 
by  Mayster  Skelton,  Poete  Laureate,  im- 
printed by  Walley — a  very  curious  col- 
lection of  Poems  by  Skelton,  each  very 

rare,  in  Russia 23  10    0 

In  D'Israeli's  recent  Work,  the  Amenities  of  litera- 
ture, there  is  an  excellent  article  upon  Skelton,  which 
contains  many  acute  and  original  observations.     Speak- 
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ing  of  the  Skeltonical  Verse,  D'Israeli  says,    "In  the 

quick-returning  rhjrmes,  the  playfulness  of  the  diction> 

and  the   pungency  of  New    Words,  usually    ludicrous, 

often  expressive,  and    sometimes    felicitous,  there    is   a 

stirring  spirit,  which    will  be   best    felt  in    an  audible 

reading.    The  velocity  of  his  verse  has  a  carol  of  its 

own.    The  chimes  ring  in  the  ear,  and  the  thoughts  are 

flung  about  like  wild  Coruscations."  See  vol.  2,  p.  G9  to  82. 

Octavo. 

No.  £    8.    d. 

845  Pierce     Plowman.        Newes    from    the 

North,  otherwise  called  the  Conference 
between  Simon  Certain  and  Pierce  Plow- 
man, faithfully  collected  by  T.  F.  Student, 

extremely  rare.     E.  Allde,  1585  13    0    0 

916  S.  (R.)  The  Phoenix  Nest,  built  up  with 
the  most  rare  and  refined  workes  of 
noblemen,  woorthy  knightes,  gallant 
gentlemen,  masters  of  arts  and  braue 
schollers,  full  of  varietie,  excellent 
invention  and  singular  delight,  never 
before  this  time  published,  set  foorth  by 
R.  S.  of  the  Inner  Temple,  Gentleman, 
excessively     rare.     Imprinted    by    John 

Jackson,  1593 40    0     0 

Mr  Heber  had  written  in  his  Copy,  "  Mr.  Malone  has 
a  copy  bought  at  Dr.  Farmer's  Sale,  (now  in  the  Bod- 
leian Library,)  but  I  know  of  no  other."  We  may  add, 
those  two  copies,  and  the  present,  are  the  only  perfect 
copies  known. 
1086  Sidney's     (Sir     Phillip)     Apologie     for 
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No.  £    8.    d. 

Poetrie,   first    edition,   excessively  rare. 

Printed  for  Henry  Olney,  1595 15    5    0 

"Foure  Sonnets  written  by  Henrie  Constable  to  Sir 
Philip  Sidneys  Soule"  are  prefixed.  These  have  not 
been  reprinted  in  the  subsequent  editions.  Only  three 
other  copies  of  the  first  edition  of  this  elegant  and 
valuable  Treatise  are  known.  One  of  which  is  in  the 
British  Museum,  and  one  in  the  Bridgewater  Library. 

The  Third  Part  of  Mr.  Chalmers's  library — abun- 
dantly  rich  in  Scotch  literature,  and  containing  much 
valuable  illustration  of  the  History  of  Printing  in 
Scotland,  will  probably  quickly  succeed  the  publica- 
tion of  this  Work.  Mr.  Chalmers  had  firequently 
expressed  to  me  his  intention  as  well  as  inclination  to 
give  a  complete  History  of  the  Scotish  Press  ;  and 
if  the  materials  collected  by  him  find  their  way  into  his 
native  country,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  some  enterprising 
spirit,  like  that  which  animates  the  present  Librarian  of 
the  Signet  Library,  will  find  sufficient  encouragement  to 
bring  them  before  the  public.  I  bargain  for  a  Quarto. 
Menalgas  (whose  fame  expands  more  largely  in  the 

• 

Bibliograpldcal  Decameron  and  Reminiscences)  was  my 
old  and  "  very  singular  good  friend"  the  Rev.  Henry 
Joseph  Thomas  Drury,  Rector  of  Fingest,  and  Second 
Master  of  Harrow  School ;  second,  because  he  declined 
to  become  the  first.  His  library,  so  rich  and  rare  in 
classical  lore^ — manuscript  as  well  as  printed — was  sold 
by  Mr.  Evans  in  1827.  The  catalogue  contained  not 
fewer  than  4729  articles.  The  bindings,  chiefly  in 
Lewisian  calf  and  morocco,  were  "  de  toute  beaut6 ;" 
and   the  ^'oblong  cabinet"  sparkled  as  the  setting  sun 
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shot  its  slanting  rays  down  the  backs  of  the  tomes.  Of 
this  catalogue  there  were  35  copies  only  printed  upon 
writing  paper,  for  presents. 

This  library  was  strikingly  illustrative  of  the  charac- 
ter of  its  LATE  owner  ;  for  it  is  little  more  than  a  twelve- 
month since  he  has  been  called  away  from  that  numerous 
and  endearing  circle,  in  the  midst  of  which  I  saw  him 
sitting,  about  a  twelv^emonth  before  his  departure — the 
happiest  of  the  happy — on  the  day  of  the  nuptials  of 
his  youngest  daughter  but  one,  with  Captain  Beavan. 
His  books  were  in  fine  condition  throughout — gaily 
attired  in  appropriate  bindings  of  calf  or  morocco,  as 
the  character  and  condition  might  be.  His  love  of  old 
classical  Manuscripts  was  properly  and  greatly  beyond 
that  of  pritited  books :  but  each  class  was  so  marked 
and  identified  by  his  calligrapbical  MS.  notes,  that  you 
were  in  a  moment  convinced  his  books  were  not  pur- 
chased for  the  mere  sake  of  gorgeous  furniture.  So 
entirely  were  his  classical  feelings  mixed  up  with  his 
Library,  that  he  prefixed,  over  the  entrance  door  of  his 
oblong  cabinet,  in  printed  letters  of  gold,  the  follow- 
ing lines — of  which  the  version  is  supplied  from  the 
"  Arundines  Cajni,*  edited   by  his  eldest  son,   the  Rev. 

Henry  Drury. 

IN  MUSEI  MEI  ADITtT. 

PoDtiticnm  videas  penetralibua  erata  lapais 

Antiquas  Monachum  vellera  passa  manuB, 
Et  vetcres  puncto  sine  divisore  Papyros, 

Quaeque  f remit  monstriB  litera  picta  suis : 
^tatis  decims  spectes  Industria  QointaB  : 

Quam  pulcra  Archetypos  imprimat  arte  Duoes 
Aldinas  ledes  ineanB  et  limina  JuNTiB 

QaoBque  buos  Stephanus  vellet  habere  Lares. 

H.LT.D. 
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OVER  THE  THRESHOLD  OP  MY  LIBRARY. 

From  mouldering  Abbey's  dark  Scriptorium  brought, 

See  vellum  tomes  by  Monkish  labour  wrought ; 

Nor^et  the  comma  bom,  Papyri  see, 

And  uncial  letters  wizard  grammary  ; 

View  mj  fi/Uenera  in  their  rugged  line  ; 

What  ink  !  what  linen  !  only  known  long  syne — 

Entering  where  Aldus  might  have  fixed  his  throne, 

Or  Harry  Stephens  covetted  his  own.  H.D. 

They  were  part  and  parcel  of  the  Oumer  himself.  His 
mind  was  traceable  in  many  a  fly  leaf.  His  latinity 
was  perspicuity  and  accuracy  itself.  He  was,  in  all 
respects,  a  ripe  and  a  good  scholar  ;  and  the  late  Provost 
of  Eton  (The  Rev.  Dr.  Goodall)  told  me,  on  an  occasion 
which  has  been,  perhaps,  too  emphasised  in  certain 
bibliographical  pages,^  that  ^'  England  could  not  then 
.produce  a  better  Greek  metrical  scholar  than  his  friend 
Henry  Drury."  What  was  remarkable,  he  never  assumed 
an  ex  Cathedrd  position  in  society.  In  bring^g  forward 
or  pressing  quotations,  whatever  fell  from  him,  came 
easily  and  naturally,  but  rarely.  Accustomed  for  many 
years  to  be  the  favourite  of  the  Harrovians,  he  never 
afiected  the  airs  of  the  pedagogue.  How  he  could 
criticise,  sufficiently  appears  in  an  article  on  the  Mtisa 
Edinburgenses  in  an  early  number  of  the  Quarterly 
Review. 

Yet  this  may  be  considered  secondary  matter;  and  I 
hasten  to  record  the  qualities  of  his  heart  and  disposi- 
tion. They  were  truly  Christian-like ;  inasmuch  as  a 
fond  and  large  spirit  of  benevolence  was  always  beating 

*  BibliograpkiecU  Dfcameron,  Dr.  Ooodall  always  appeared  to  me 
to  q/feet  irascibility  npon  the  subject  alluded  to.  The  contents  might 
haTe  been  published  at  Charing  Cross. 
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inhisbosom^  and  mantling  over  a  countenance  of  sin- 
gular friendliness  of  expression.  He  had  the  power  of 
saying  sharp  and  caustic  things,  but  he  used  his  ''  giant- 
strength"  with  the  gentleness  of  a  child.  His  letters, 
of  which  many  hundreds  have  fallen  to  my  lot,  are  a 
perfect  reflex  of  his  joyous  and  elastic  mind.  There 
was  not  a  pupil  under  his  care  who  looked  forward  to  a 
hoUday  with  more  unqualified  delight  than  he;  and 
when  we  strayed  together  beneath,  or  upon  the  heights 
of,  the  Dover  Clifl^  (where  I  last  saw  him,  in  the  summer 
of  1840)  he  would  expatiate,  with  equal  warmth  and 
felicity,  upon  the  Abbey  of  St.  Rhadagund,  and  the 
Keep  of  Dover  Castle.  Our  visit  .to  Barfreston  Church, 
in  the  neighbourhood,  can  never  be  effisLced  from  my 
mind.  His  mental  enthusiasm  and  bodily  activity  could 
not  have  been  exceeded  by  that  of  the  Captain  of 
Harrow  School.  He  took  up  my  meditated  "  History  of 
the  Dover"  as  if  it  were  his  own  work ;  and  his  success,  in 
cause  of  subscription,  in  most  instances,  was  complete. 

And  now,  after  an  intimacy  (minutely  recorded  in  my 
Reminiscences)  of  thirty-three  years,  it  has  pleased  Grod 
to  deprive  me  of  his  genial  and  heart-stirring  society. 
His  last  moments  were  of  those  of  a  Christian — "  rooted 
and  built  up"  in  that  belief,  which  alone  sustains  us  in 
the  struggle  of  parting  from  those  whom  we  cherish  as 
the  most  idolised  objects  upon  earth !  It  was  towards 
sun-set  that  I  first  paused  upon  his  tomb,  in  the 
church-yard,  near  the  summit  of  Harrow  Hill.  For  a  few 
moments  I  was  breathless — but  not  from  the  steepness  of 
the  ascent.  The  inscription,  I  would  submit,  is  too 
much  in  the  "  minor  key."    It  was  the  production  of  his 
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eldest  son^  who  preferred  to  err  from  under-ratiDg, 
rather  than  over-rating,  the  good  qualities  of  his  paren  t' 
For  myself— 

*'  Am  those  we  lore  decay,  we  die  in  part ; 
String  after  string  is  severed  from  the  heart !" 

&a       &a       &C.  Thouson. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  Drury,  his  small  library,  the 
remains  of  his  former  one,  was  sold  by  auction ;  and 
those  classical  books,  interleaved,  and  enriched  with  his 
manuscript  notes,  brought  large  prices.  One  manuscript, 
of  especial  celebrity — ChUde  Harold — given  him  by  the 
Author,  his  pupil.  Lord  Byron — ^became  the  property  of 
its  publisher,  Mr.  Murray ;  who  purchased  it  upon  terms 
at  once  marking  his  high  sense  of  the  talents  of  the 
author,  and  his  respect  for  the  family  where  it  had 
been  placed.  It  may  be  doubtful  whether  the  autograph 
of  any  poem,  since  Paradise  Lost,  would  have  obtained 
a  larger  sum — had  it  been  submitted  to  public  sale. 

RiNALDO. — Rinaldo  was  the  late  Mr.  Edwards  ;  of  the 
sale  of  whose  library  an  extended  account  will  be  found 
in  my  Decameron.  It  remains,  briefly,  but  emphatically, 
to  remark,  that  of  all  the  book  heroes,  whose  valorous 
achievements  are  here  recorded,  two  only  have  sur- 
vived the  lapse  of  thirty  years.  Let  Judf  of  another 
similar  course  of  time  roll  on,  and  where  will  the  Sur- 
vivors be  ?  If  not  at  rest  in  their  graves,  they  will  in 
all  probability  be  ''sans  teeth,  sans  eyes,  sans  every- 
thing:"— at  least,  very  far  beyond  "the  lean  and 
slippered  pantaloon.''  Leaving  my  surviving  friends 
to  fight  their  own  battles,  I  think  I  may  here  venture 

to  say,  in  quiet  simplicity  and  singleness   of  heart,  that 
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Ixioks,  book-sales,  and  book-men,  will  then — if  I  am 
spared — pass  before  me  as  the  faint  reflex  of  "  the  light 

of  OTHER    DAYS !" when    literary    enterprise    and 

literary  fame  found  a  proportionate  reward ;  and 
when  the  sickly  sentimentality  of  the  novelist  had  not 
usurped  the  post  of  the  instructive  philologist.  Bat 
enough  of  Rosicrusis. 


PART   IV. 


THE    LIBRARY. 


This  Part  embraces  the  History  of  LitercUure,  in  the 
formation  of  Libraries,  from  the  Conquest  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.,  and  undoubt- 
edly contains  much  that  is  curious  and  instructive.  Two 
new  characters  only  are  introduced :  Lorenzo  and  Nar- 
coTTUS.  The  former  was  intended  to  represent  the  late 
Sir  Masterman  Mark  Sykes,  Bart.:  the  latter,  a  William 
Templeman,  Esq.,  of  Hare  Hatch,  Berkshire.  Sir  Mark 
Sykes  was  not  less  known  than  respected  for  the  suavity 
of  his  manners,  the  kindness  of  his  disposition,  and  the 
liberality  of  his  conduct  on  all  matters  connected  with 
books  and  prints.  A  long  and  particular  account  of  his 
library,  and  of  many  of  his  book-purchases,  will  be 
seen  in  the  third  volume  of  the  Bibliographical  Decame- 
ron ;  and  at  pages  321, 373  of  my  literary  Reminiscences. 
His  library  and  his  prints  brought,  each,  pretty  much 
the  same  sum :  together,  £60,000 — an  astounding  result ! 
Sir  Mark  is  the  last  great  bibliomaniacal  Sun  that  has 
shed  its  golden,  as  well  as  parting,  rays,  upon  a  terribly 
chap-fallen    British    public!      Mr.    Templeman,     repre- 
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sented  as  Narcottus,  was  a  great  Chess-player:  and 
althoDgh  Caxton's  "  Game  at  Chess"  is  a  mere  daU 
morality,  having:  nothing  to  do  with  the  game  strictly  an 
called,  yet  he  would  have  everything  in  his  library  where 
the  word  "  Chess"  was  introdaced.  In  the  words  of  the 
old  catch,  he  would  "  add  the  night  unto  the  day"  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  darling  recreation,  and  boasted  of 
having  once  given  a  signal  defeat  to  the  Rev.  Hr. 
Bowdler,  after  having  been  defeated  himself  by  Lord 
Henry  Seymour,  the  renowned  chess-champions  of  the 
Isle  of  Wight.  He  said  he  once  sat  upon  Phillidor'! 
knee,  who  patted  his  cheek,  and  told  him  "there  na: 
nothing  like  Chess  and  English  roast  beef." 

The  notice  of  poor  George  Faulkner  at  page  199 — on< 
of  the  more  celebrated  book-binders  of  the  day,  is  am- 
plilied  at  page  534  of  the  second  volume  of  the  Deca- 
meron; where  the  painful  circumstances  attending  hif 
death  are  slightly  mentioned.  He  yet  lives,  and  live 
strongly,  in  my  remembrance.  Since  then,  indeed  within 
a  very  few  years,  the  famous  Charlrs  Lewis — of  whos< 
bibliopegistic  renown  the  Decameronic  pages  have  ex- 
patiated fully — has  ceased  to  be.  He  was  carried  of 
suddenly  by  an  apoplectic  seizure.  His  eldest  son— a 
sort  of  "  spes  altera  RonitC,"  in  his  way — very  quickij 
followed  the  fate  of  his  father.  The  name  of  Lbwi! 
will  be  always  held  high  in  the  estimation  of  biblio- 
pegistic Virtuosi.  But  the  art  of  Book-binding  is  noi 
deteriorating :  and  I  am  not  sure  whether  John  Clarke 
of  Frith  Street,  Soho,  be  not  as  "mighty  a  man"  in  hii 
way  as  any  of  his  predecessors.  There  is  a  solidity 
strength,   and    squareness     of    workmanship     about    hi: 
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books,  which  seem  to  convince  you  that  they  may  be 
tossed  from  the  summit  of  Snowdon  to  that  of  Cader 
Idris  without  detriment  or  serious  injury.  His  gilding 
is  first  rate;  both  for  choice  of  ornament  and  splendour 
of  gold.  Nor  is  his  coadjutor,  William  Bedford,  of 
less  potent  renown.  He  was  the  great  adjunct  of  the 
late  Charles  Lewis — and  imbibes  the  same  taste  and  the 
same  spirit  of  perseverance.  Accident  brought  me  one 
morning  in  contact  with  a  set  of  the  New  Dugdale's 
Monasticon,  bound  in  blue  morocco,  and  most  gor- 
geously bound  and  gilded,  lying  upon  the  table  of 
Mr.  James  Bohn — a  mountain  of  bibliop^^tic  gran- 
deur !  A  sort  of  irrepressible  awe  kept  you  back  even 
from  turning  over  the  coats  or  covers !  And  what  a 
Work— deserving  of  pearls  and  precious  stones  in  its 
outward  garniture!  "Who  was  the  happy  man  to 
accomplish  such  a  piece  of  binding?"*  observed  I. 
"  Who  BUT  John  Clarke  ?" — replied  the  Bibliopole. 

*  Qood  binding — even  Roger-Payne-binding — is  gadding  abroad  every 
where;  At  Oxford,  they  have  ''a  spirit"  of  this  description  who  loses  a 
night's  rest  if  he  haplessly  shave  off  the  sixteenth  part  of  an  inch  of  a 
rough  edge  of  an  uncut  Heame.  My  friend,  Dr.  Bliss,  has  placed 
volumes  before  me,  from  the  same  mintage,  which  have  staggered  belief 
as  an  indigenous  production  of  Academic  soiL  At  Reading,  also,  some 
splendid  leaves  are  taken  from  the  same  Book,  Mr.  Snare,  the  publieher, 
keeps  one  of  the  most  talented  bookbinders  in  the  kingdom — from  the 
school  of  Clarke ;  and  feeds  him  upon  something  more  substantial  than 
rose  leaves  and  jessamine  blossoms.  He  is  a  great  man  for  a  halequin's 
jacket :  and  would  have  gone  crazy  at  the  sight  of  some  of  the 
specimens  at  Strawberry  HiU.  No  man  can  put  a  varied-coloured 
morocco  coat  upon  the  back  of  a  book  with  greater  care,  taste,  and 
success,  than  our  Reading  Bibliopegist. 


PART   V. 


THE    DRAWING-ROOM. 


This  Part  is  a  copious  continuation  of  the  History  ot 
Book  CJollectors  and  Collections  up  to  the  year  1810. 
There  is  nothing  to  add  in  the  way  of  character  ;  and 
the  subject  itself  is  amply  continued  in  the  tenth  day  of 
the  Bibtiograpkical  Decameron.  In  both  works  will  be 
founds  it  is  presumed,  a  fund  of  information  and  amuse- 
ment, so  that  the  Reader  will  scarcely  demand  an  ex- 
tension of  the  subject.  Indeed,  a  littie  volume  would 
hardly  suffice  to  render  it  the  justice  which  it  merits; 
but  I  am  bound  to  make  special  mention  of  the  un- 
tameable  perseverance,  and  highly  refined  taste,  of 
B.  6.  Windus,  Esq.,  one  of  my  earliest  and  steadiest 
supporters;  and  yet,  doth  he  not  rather  take  up  a 
sitting  in  the  Alcovb — amongst  '  lUustratars  of  fine 
Works} 
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THE    ALCOVE. 


A  WORD  only  : — and  that  respecting  Illustrated  Copies. 
Leaving  Mr.  Windus  in  ftdl  possession  of  his  Raphael 
Moi^henSy  William  Woollets,  William  Sharpes,  &c. — 
and  allowing  him  the  undistmrbed  relish  of  gaadng  upon; 
and  pressing  to  his  heart's  core^  his  grey  Turners — ^let 
me  only  introduce  to  the  reader's  critical  attention  and 
admiration  the  opposite  sabject,  execnted  by  the  late 
Mr.  Branston,  and  exhibiting  The  Cave  of  Despair  from 
Spenser's  Fairy  Queen.  The  figures  were  drawn  on 
the  blocks  by  the  late  J.  Thurston,  Esq. 


ilUuetratcI)   Copies. 


TThdeb  tho  ISuilraiUm.  Syraptom  of  Bibliomania,  a  faaS  Of 
QDiusing  aneciloto,  aa  well  as  of  instructive  detail,  prcsante  itsd£ 
We  may  travel  in  a  carriage  and  four — from  mom  'tiO  n^t— 
and  sweep  county  after  county,  in  parauit  of  all  tliat  ia  exqiu^tf, 
and  rare,  and  pracioua,  and  unattainable  in  other  iiuartera  :  bat  1 
doubt  if  our  horses'  beads  can  be  turned  in  a  direction  faMHK 
calculated  to  tmewer  all  the  ends  ia  view  than  ia  front  of 
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the  readence  of  tlie  late  proptietor  of  this  work.  There  *V  l^^l 
beheld  atich  a  copy  of  the  beut  of  alt  existing  Sncgdopagl^^M 
that  of  the  late  Dr.  Rees — m  is  no  where  else  to  be  found^H 
was  upon  large  aiid_^ne  paper — bound  in  fourscore  volnmes— wMi 
HOjKtrately  executed  title  jiages,  in  a  stylo  of  pure  art — and  iUt- 
IritUd  with  not  fewer  than  ten  thouband  extka  flatss.     Urn 
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reader  may,  and  will,  naturally  enough,  judge  of  the  wide,  if  not 
bonndleasy  field  for  illustration — comprehending  in  (act  (as  the 
title  of  the  work  denounces)  the  circle  of  all  knowledge,  arts  and 
sciences;  but  he  can  have  no  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  this 
fertile  and  illimitable  field  is  filled  up,  till  he  gazes  upon  the  copy 
in  qutsstlOD.  Here  then  was  not  only  a  readingy  but  a  graphiCf 
Library  in  itself.  Whatever  other  works  profusely  dilate  upon 
was  here  concentrated — and  deeply  impressed  upon  the  mind  by 
the .  charm,  as  well  as  the  intelligence,  of  graphical  ornament. 
You  seemed  to  want  nothing,  as,  upon  the  turning  over  of  every 
leaf,  the  prodigality  of  art  ennobled,  while  it  adorned,  the  solidity 
of  the  text.  You  have  kept  your  horses  already  waiting  three 
hours — and  they  are  neighing  and  snorting  for  food:  and  you 
must  turn  them  into  the  stable  for  suitable  provender — ^for  the 
owner  of  this  production  would  tell  you  that  you  had  scarcely 
traversed  through  one-third  of  the  contents  of  the  volumes.  He 
ordei*s  an  additional  fowl  to  be  placed  on  the  spit^  and  an  extra 
flagon  of  Combe  and  Delafield's  brightest  ale  to  be  forth-coming  : 
while  his  orchard  supplies  the  requisite  addenda  of  mulberries, 
pears,  and  apples,  to  flank  the  veritable  Lafitte.  You  drink  and 
are  merry.  Then  comes  the  Argand  Lamp ;  and  down  with  the 
Encyclopedistic  volume&  The  plates  look  brighter  and  more 
beautifuL  There  is  no  end  of  them — ^nor  limits  to  your  admira- 
tion. Be  it  summer  or  winter,  there  is  food  for  sustenance,  and 
for  the  gratification  of  the  most  exquisite  palate.  To  contemplate 
SUCH  a  performance,  the  thorough  -  bred  book-votaiy  would 
travel  by  torch -light  through  forty -eight  hours  of  successive 
darkness ! . . .  :  But  the  horses  are  again  neighing  —  for  their 
homes.  You  must  rouse  the  slumbering  post-boy :  for  ''  The 
bell  of  the  church-clock  strikes  one." 


P.  S.  —  The  late  Mr.  Walmsley  —  who  employed  me  to  print  this 
present  edition  —  narrowly  watched  all  our  movements,  and  was 
much  gratified  by  the  appearance  of  the  work,  so  fai  as  it  had 
gone  before  his  death  —  frequently  lu^d  me  to  append  a  short  ac- 
count of  the  progress  of  our  art  during  the  last  thirty  years  —  L  e. 
since  the  publication  of  the  former  edition  of  Bibliomania^ 

The  subject  is  too  diffuse  for  a  mere  note :  and  during  the  life-time 
of  so  many  able  printers  as  now  exercise  their  calling  in  the  metro- 
polis, it  would  be  invidious  to  particularize  eminence  in  our  profes- 
sion (whereas  among  our  immediate   predecessors  it  is,  perhaps  just 
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to  say  that  there  were  only  two  printers  of  great  oelebrityi  the  late 
Mr,  Bulmer  and  my  late  &ther).  I  shall  therefore  merely  mention 
some  events  which  have  had  such  influence  on  our  art  as  that  the 
case  is  now  very  different  to  what  it  was  thirty  years  ago,  when  the 
good  execution  of  printing  at  once  testified  to  the  skill  and  industry 
of  the  printer  —  as  he  could  command  neither  good  presses,  types^ 
nor  inky  &c,  —  paper  being  then  ahnost  the  only  matter  to  be  had 
in  perfection. 

We  have  now  excellent  and  'powerful  iron  presses  —  Stanhopes, 
Columbians,  Imperials,  &c.  Then  the  celebrated  specimens  of 
typography  were  produced  by  miserable  wooden  presses.  We  have 
now  ink  of  splendid  lustre,  at  a  fourth  of  the  cost  of  fiekbrlcation 
ihen — for  both  Mr.  Bulmer  and  my  fother  were  perpetually  tiying 
expensive  experiments — and  not  always  succeeding :  our  ink  is  now 
to  be  depended  on  for  standing^  it  works  freely,  and  can  be  had 
at  reasonable  prices  at  the  extensive  fjEictory  of  Messrs.  Shackell 
and  Ltonb,  derkenwell,  who  made  the  ink  used  for  this  work. 

There  are  several  eminent  engineers  who  make  the  best  of  presses. 
Our  UtUr  may  safely  be  pronounced,  if  not  perfect,  as  near  perfec- 
tion as  it  will  ever  reach — and  while  the  celebrated  type-foundries  of 
Messrs.  Cablon,  Chiswell  Street,  and  Messrs.  Fiqginb,  West  Street, 
are  within  the  reach  of  the  metropolitan  printers,  there  can  be  no 
excuse  for  fEoling  to  execute  good  printing  on  the  score  of  inferior 
tyjw. 

The  substitution  of  the  inking  roller,  instead  of  the  cumbrous  and 
inconvenient  old  balls,  has  much  eased  the  labours  of  the  pressman 
and  facilitated  the  regularity  of  colour.  The  inking  roller  at  the 
hand  press  was  adopted,  and  offered  to  the  printers  generally,  by  my 
friend,  Mr.  Applbgath,  shortly  after  steam-printing  was  introduced 
by  my  father — about  which  so  much  has  been  said  in  periodical 
publications,  &c.,  that  it  is  needless  here  to  enlarge  on  the  subject — 
more  especially  as  it  is  principally  applicable  to  work  of  inferior 
character,  newspapers,  feviews,  magazines,  &c;  and,  further,  it  is 
not  a  very  tempting  subject  to  the  son  of  h\m  who  was  led  to 
devote  the  energies  of  the  latter  years  of  his  active  life,  and  the  well- 
earned  fortune  which  his  great  typographical  celebrity  had  secured, 
to  the  adopti9n  of  a  mode  of  printing  which,  how  much  soever  it  may 
benefit  newspaper  proprietors  and  others — certainly  has  done  any 
thing  but  benefit  his  family ;  and  has  thus  added  another  instance  to 
the  many  on  record  of  the  ill  success  attending  the  patronage  of 
inventors. 

B.  Behslbt. 
Wcking,  Swrey,  June  18,  1842. 
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PlaitUrfor  a  gaOed  hone,  239,  240 
Plato.     Opera  Omnia — upon  velliim,  390 
PHnii  Hia,  Naiuralit  (1470),  upon  Tellum,  519 

(1472),  upon  yellum,  417 
Pole.    Ltfe  of  lUgwOd,  229,  234 
Polyekinmkon.    Caxton*s  edU,,  174,  175 
Pope  (Sir  Tkonuu).    Life  of,  150,  241 
Poaaevinus  (Antonius).    BiUiotheca  SeUcta,  <l^.,  34 

AppartUui  Sacer,  ib, 
Pnet  (Joseph  Van).    C<U,  dee  MSS.  du  Due  de  la  VaUiere,  60,  68 

Cat  dee  Livree  imprimie  tur  VeUn,  60 
Prince  (John).     Worthiee  of  Devon,  270 
Priflcianus.    De  Art.  Oram.  (1470),  407 
Promptuarium  Parvularum,  1499.    Martin's  Ck>py  of,  885 
Prynne  (William).    Secords,  415 

Puhtherb  (Gabriel).     De  toUendie  et  expurgandie  maUa  librit,  43 
Pnteanus  (Ericus).    De  Usu  BiblioiKecce,  &o,,  34 

Auepicia  Bibliotheeas  Lovanieneit,  ib. 
Puttenham  (Qeoigs).    Art  of  Englith  Poesie,  404 
Pype  or  Tonne  of  Perfection,  234,  370 

Quirini  (Angelo  Maria,  Cardinal).    Specimen  varia  Literaiurce  BriacUm,  54 

Catalogo  delle  Opere,  Se.,  ib. 

De  Optimorum  Scriptarw»  Editionibui,  ib. 

• 

Bastell  (John).     Chronicle,  or  Paitym£  of  People,  281 

Martin's  copy  o^  885 

Ratcli£fe'B  copy  of,  892 

Chauncy's  copy  of,  417 

Mason's  copy  of,  421 
Raynaud  (Theophilus).    Erotemata  de  malit  ac  bonit  librit,  <£«.,  43 
BeeveU  dee  ffittoriem  dee  Oavlee,  173,  659 
Beimannus.    Bibliotheea  Acroamatica,  29,  41 
Renouard  (Antoine  Auguste).    L*Imprimerie  dee  Aide,  34,  68,  488 
Bevdaeione  of  a  Monk  of  Eaitham,  202 
Bevdationee  ecanete  Birgitte,  204 
Bemewe.    American,  520, 553 

Edinburgh,  133,  220 
Monthly,  16 

Quarterly,  282,  289,  820,  549 
Ridley  (Nicholas,  Bishop  of  London).    Life  of  Bidley,  201 
Ritson  (Joseph).    Ancient  English  Metrical  Romancee,  199 
Ri?e  (Abbd  Jean  Joseph).    Chaeee  aux  Bibliography,  59 

Notices  Catligraphiqute,  Jse.,  ib. 

Anecdotes  of,  ib. 

Catalogue  of  hie  library,  92 

L*Art  de  connoitre  Us  Miniatures  dee  MS8.  oneiens^  409 

Notice  dun  Boman  d^Artus,  566 

Etrennes  aux  Joueurs  dee  Cartes,  ib. 
Bobin  Hood.    A  merry  jest  of,  425 
Bocoha  (Angelas).    Bibliotheea  VaUcaxia,  33 
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Somaneet  in  Croft's  Library,  896—893 

in  Farmer's  ditto,  425 
Romnrd  (Peter  De).    Poemes  d%  646 

Bofl8i'(John  Bernard  De).    AnnaJUi  Hebra/eO'Tfpographidf  64 
Boy  (William).    Redt  me  and  he  not  wroth^  226, 400,  422,  429,  549 
Bymeri  (Thomas).    Fcedera,  15, 190 

Sandford  (Francis).     Genealogical  HUtory,  492 
Savile  (Sir  Henry).    Scriptoree  pott  Bedam,  244 
Saxios  (Christopher).    Ononuuticon  LUerarium,  43,  62 
Schelhom  (J.  Q.)    AmcenUaUi  LUerarias,  &c,  48,  528,  529 

Amanitaiet  HUt.  EccUsiatt,  et  Lit,  48 
Schoepflin  (John  Daniel).     Vindicce  Typographicce,  58 
Scholtzins.    Icones  Bibliopolorum  et  Typographorum,  48 

Theiaurus  Symbohrum  ct  ac  BmblenuUum^  ib, 
Schottus  (Andreas).    De  Bihl.  et  daris,  Hitp,  Virit,  85 
Soott  (Reginald).     DUcovery  of  Witchcraft,  492 
Scott  (Walter).    Hunting  Song,  130 

Marmionf  461 
Lady  of  the  Lake,  157 
Edition  of  Dry  den' »  Works,  181,  823 
Edition  of  the  Somen  Tracts,  549 
Seemillor  (Sebastian).    Bibl.  IngoUtad.  Ineunah.  Typog.f  63 
Seiz  (John  Christopher).    Anntu  Tertius  Scecular,  Inv,  Hist,  Typog,,  47,  48 
Senebier  (Jean).      Catalogue  dee  MSS.  de  Geneve,  36,  81 
Sema  Santander.     Catalogue  dee  Livres  de,  42,  46,  94 

Diction.  Bibliogr.  ChoUi  du  XV.  Siede,  67,  161 
Sevin  Seages,  The,  448 
Shakspeare.    Edit.  1803,  225,  523 

Early  editions  of  in  Wright's  collection,  402 

in  Smyth's  ditto,  403 
in  Farmer's  ditto,  425 
in  Steevens's  ditto,  430—436 
Steeyens's  own  edition  of,  427 
The  edition  of  1803,  ib. 
Portrait  of,  428 

Ritson's  manuscript  notes  relating  to,  448 
Reed's  collection  of  tracts  relating  to,  455 
Ship  of  Pools,  206,  424,  486 
Skelton  (John).     Works  of  Martin's  set  of,  3S6 

Wright's  ditto,  401 
Pearson's  ditto,  405 
Steevens's  ditto,  429 
Woodhouse's  ditto,  445 
Smith  (John).    Printer's  Grammar,  529 
Snelling  (Thomas).     Works  upon  the  Coinage,  899 
Speeulum  Christiani,  169 

Chauncy's  copy  of,  416 
Mason's  copy  o^  420 
Speed  (John).    Hist  of  Great  Britain,  233 
SpiieliuB  (Theophilus).    Infelix  Literatus,  26, 122,  547 
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Stapleton  (Thomas).     Truncation  of  Bedt't  EceUnatliedl  Bktory,  168 

Counterblast  to  Homt^s  Vayne  Blat^,  215 
Stowe  (Joho).     Chronide,  or  Annals,  166,  167,  200,  217,  805 
StruviuB  (Gk>ttlieb).    BibUotheea  lAbrorum  Bariorum,  50 

BMioiheea  Eistotiea,  ib. 

eura  Meusd,  ib, 
BQHiothtca  Hist,  SeUeta,  51 
BibUotheea  Saaoniea,  ib, 
Strype  (Itev.  John).    Life  ofCranmer,  222,  229,  282,  248,  249,  804 

Ecdesiastieal  Memorials,  229,  280,  282 
A  nnals  of  (he  Reformatiion,  288 
Life  of  Parker,  246,  256,  259 
StabbeB  (Philip).    Anatomy  of  Abuses,  279,  654 
Supplicaeion  of  Beggars,  228 

Tanner  (Thomas,  Bishop  of  St  Asaph).    BdiHon  of  WoocPs  Athenas  Oxonienses,  46 

BiNio0i£ea  Briton,  Eibemica,  52,  181, 
190, 192 
Teiaser  (Anthony).     BibUotheea  BibUotheearum,  41 
TerenUanua  (Maurus).    Dr.  Askew's  copy  o^  891 
Tewrdanckhs,    A  book  so  called,  65,  890 

Dr.  Askew's  copy  of — upon  Tellum,  890 

Tutet's  copy  of,  400 
Thomson  (James).     Winter,  105 ;  Autumn,  481 
TiraboBchi  (Girolamo).     Letteratura  ItaUana,  61 
Toderini  (Giambatista).     Letteratura  Turchesca,  60 

Todd  (Rev.  Henry  John).     Illustrations  of  Oower  and  Chaucer,  15,  242,  246,  820 
Treatise  of  Treasons,  236 

Trefler  (Florian).    Disposition  des  Livres  dans  une  BibliothSque,  82 
Troie,  BeeueU  of  the  Histories  of,  446 
Turner  (Mr.  Sharon).    History  of  the  Anglo  Saxons,  170 
Tusser  (Thomas).    Five  Hundred  Points  of  good  Husbandry,  529 
Twyne  (Bryan).    Antiquit,  Acad,  Oxon,,  179,  181 
Tyndale  (William).     The  Practice  ofPopishe  Prelates,  176,  226 
Tyrrel  (Sir  James).     Hist,  of  England,    Daly's  copy  o^  414 

'  Universal  Historical  Bibliothigue,  16 

Vallans.     Tale  of  Two  Swannes,  256 

Valois.    Discours  sur  les  Biblio^Uques  Publigues,  54 

Van  Praet  (Joseph),  68 

Virgilii  Ojiera  (1470),  upon  vellum ;  do.  (1472) ;  do.  417 

Vita  et  Processus,  dee,,  Thomce  A  Becket,  177 

Vives  (Ludovicus).    Instruction  of  a  Christian  Woman,  152,  288 

Yogler.     Universalis  in  notit,  euj.  generis  bonor,  Servptor,  introd,,  48 

Vogt  (John).    Catahgus  Librorum  Bariorum,  81,  82,  88,  85,  56,  161,  522 

WaUse  in  PowUs,  278 

Walton  (Ixaak).    CompleU  Angler,  9,  125,  126,  500 

Wapton  (Joseph).    Hist,  Engl.  Poetry,  118,  175, 178,  179, 186,  187,  194,  204,  226» 
241,  425 
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Wateoo.    Huior]f  cftJte  AH  rfPriMtimg^  63 

Webbe  (Willkm).    Diaamnt  ofEwglvk  Potlrie,  404,  430 

IFceUy  MtmoriaUfor  ike  Imffemumi,  16 

Wcndkr  (John  C3iriitiu4.    XHiterfatio  de  tor.  raritaL  libror,  impreu,  eaudi^  65 

Wflriiiiige  (Sk).    l^^eqf.    Xartm's copy  d^  885 

Petnon'8  do,  406 
Woodhoaae'8  do,  446 

Wharton  (Hemy).    ^a^tts  Saerm,  171 

Witibon  (GeoKse)-    Ai6faM^805. 

Wolfioa  (John  Ghiktaa).    Mctmmmia  Tjfpo^rapkiea^  48.    BibL  Aproeiana,  123 

Wolfiiai  (John).    LeeUoma  Mema^Mbi,  &&,  110, 1S6 

Wotdnrorth  (Bar.  Ghrirtopher,  D J).).     JMematUeal  Biognqthy,  221, 227, 239, 890 

IFbrJb  oftieLearmid,  16 

Wood  (Antlkony).    JOomb  OnwiauBi^  46,  51 

HvfL  wnd  Antiq.  cf  ikt  CoUegei  Q»d  HaOi  of  Oxford,  192,  236 
^MMlf  qf  Oe  UwhrnHig  of  Ostford,  46,  179,  181,  187,  19% 
193,  278,  315 

Wardtfrain  (Stephen  Aknander).    BJUMOeM  ifo^aiilaia,  64 

XiUMoea  (GbidiDal  F^anoit).    BUL  Pol^glaL  Comphtt^  160,  407 

Miuah  MowMewn,  160 
i^rwtai  nai  Mctanbieum,  t6. 

• 
Zapl  (Oeoige  William).    Auaala  Tgpog.  Amguikm.,  48 
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Agrippa  {OomeUut),    Aeooiint  of  some  of  his  workB,  19 

lyAguemau  (Chancellor).    Aoooant  of  his  Library,  72 

AleovCf  the.    Deflcription  of  Lorenao's,  481,  482 

Aleuin,  167 

Alfred,  169 

Alpkoiuo,    An  obstinate  literaiy  ohsraoter,  14  * 

Amet  {foeeph),  840 

AneOhn.    Pfllage  of  his  libniy,  522 

Anne  BoUjfn.    Her  coronation  dinner  desoribed  by  Stow,  216,  217 

Anmlm,  174 

AmU$  (Ji^n).    Original  letter  of,  289 

Literaiy  oharaoter  of,  887,  888 
Antipkonere,  115 

Antonio  {NkoUu).    See  BibUograpkieal  Index. 
Areh  (Meiers.  John  emd  Arthur),    Their  purchase  of  Sandford's  Genealogical 

History,  L.  p.,  492 
Arittotle*8  TTorlt— printed  upon  Tellam,  519 
J/Artoit  (Count).    Catalogue  of  his  library,  72 

Purchase  of  the  Valli^  Collection,  97 
Aeeham  (Roger).    His  '  Schoolmaster*  commended,  288 
Athmole  (Elioi).    Some  account  of,  298—296 

Atbew  (Dr.  Anthony).    Some  account  of,  with  spedmens  of  his  library,  888 — 891 
Attieue.    A  book-auction  bibliomaniac,  128—182, 187 
Auctions  qf  Books.    Their  origin  in  this  country,  804 — 808 

Warmth  of  bidders  at,  807 
A  udiffredi  (J/an  Baptiste).    See  BibiUographkal  Index. 

Autumnal  Morning,  480,  481 

• 

Baber  (Bev,  Henry  Bervey).    Preparation  of  the  Catalogue  of  the  Museum  printed 

books,  90 
His  edition  of  Wickliffe's  translation  of  the  New 
Testament,  839 
Bacon  (Roger,  or  Friar),  180—188 
Bacon  (Sir  Nathaniel).    Libellous  character  o^  287 
Bagford  (John).    Some  account  o^  326 — 881 

Wood-cut  of  his  rebus,  or  device,  881 
BaUlet  (Adrien).    Some  account  o^  48— 45— iSbe  Bibliographical  Index. 
Baher  (Thotnas).-  Some  account  o^  841—848 

Extract  from  his  will,  842 
Baher  (late  Mr.  Qeorge).    Copy  of  Reed's  catalogue  of  books,  457 

Catalogue  of  Strawberry-HUl  Pieces,  589 
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Bale  {John,  Bitkop  of  Osaory),    Some  account  of,  246  —248 

Bib  portrait,  247 
BaUimort  {Lord).    Hia  *  Qaudia  Foetioa/  582 

Barnes  {Juliana),    Her  Work  on  Hunting,  ftc.,  124,  325,  881,  884,  519 
BartMimy  {Ahhi),     Catalogue  of  hia  library,  74 
Bartholin,    See  Bibliographical  Index. 
Beauderh  {ffon,  Topham),    Account  of  hia  library,  894,  895 
Bechei  {Thomas  A),  176.    Account  of  hia  murder,  177 
Bede,166 

Bedford  {John,  Duke  of),    Hia  beautiful  Miaaal,  190,  191 
Beloe  {Rev,  Mr,\    See  Bibliographical  Index, 
Benedict  {Biacop),  165 

Benet  {Sir  John),    AasistB  Sir  T.  Bodley  in  erecting  the  BodL  Library,  275 
Bernard  {Dr,  Francis),    Some  account  of  hia  library,  816,  817 

Engraving  of  hia  portrait,  508 
Bernardo,    A  book-auction  bibliomaniac,  124 

Hia  copy  of  an  Uluatrated  Chatterton,  500 
of  Walton'a  Complete  Angler,  i&. 
Berrytr  {Mons.),    His  care  and  skill  in  having  his  booka  bound,  518 
Beughem,    See  Bibliographical  Index, 
Bibles,    Ancient  English,  238 
Bibliographers,    Character  of  aspersed,  488 

Bibliography,    Cabinet  of,  21.     Opinions  of  foreign  critics  thereupon,   24,    25. 

Outline  of  its  rise  and  progress,  29 — 99.    Utility  and  importance 
of  the  study  so  called,  552 
BibliovMnia,    History  of  the  Bibliomania,  or  of  English  Book-Collectors,  165 — 461 . 

See  Chronological  Index. 
De^tion  of,  and  works  upon,  485 — 487 

1.  Large  Paper  Copiea,  487,  488,  491—494 
Tall  and  Fine  paper  do.,  494 

2.  Uncut  Copies,  494—496 

3.  Illustrated  Copiea,  496—511 

4.  Unique  Copies,  511  —514 

5.  Copies  printed  upon  Vellum,  515 — 521 

6.  Y'mt  Editions,  521—525 

7.  True  Editions,  525-527 

8.  Books  printed  in  the  black  letter,  527 — 531 

9.  for  private  distribution, 

.532—534 

10.  at  a  Private  Press,  533—539 

11.  suppressed,  condemned,  &c.,  537 

12.  All  the  editions  of  a  work,  542—546 

13.  Laigeand  Voluminous  Works,  546 

(  1.  Studying  of  Useful  k  Profitable  Works,  548 
2.  Reprints  of  scarce  and  valuable  Worka,  549 
8.  Editing  of  the  best  Authors,  550 

4.  Erection  of  Literary  Institutions,  551 

5.  Study  of  Bibliography,  551,  552 
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Slack  Utter,    Pantioii  for  bookB  printed  in  the,  627—^31 

Blandfofd  (Marquii  of).    His  zeal  in  oollaoting  books  printed  by  Caxton,  322 

Blenheim,    Account  of  the  library  there,  821 

BlauiU  {Thoma$),    Qee  BibUographieai  Indeii, 

Bodleian  Library,    Catalogue  of,  74.     History  of  its  erection,  270—278 

List  of  some  of  the  contributors  to,  272,  278 

Bodky  {Sir  Th/moi),    Some  account  of,  270--278 

Wood-cut  portrait  of,  277 

Bodoni,    Beauty  of  his  books  printed  upon  vellum,  520 

Booh,    Ancient  prices  o^  114 — 119 

Illuminated,  160 

of  terror.    Their  eflfoots  upon  young  minds,  202—204 

Skill  of  the  Ferrar  family  in  binding,  289—292 

Account  of  ancient  binding  of,  117 — 119 

Skill  in  modem  book-binding,  518,  514 

Importation  of  in  barrels,  190 

Sales  of  by  public  auction,  804— -808,  457 

Printed  upon  vellum,  821,  822,  852,  515—519 

upon  satin,  512 

in  the  black  letter,  527—531 

for  private  distribution,  582—584 

at  private  presses,  588—^589 

Booh-roonu,  or  Librariei.    Simplicity  of  andent,  195,  196 

Booktellers.    Of  respectability  in  London,  808,  470 

in  Scotland,  415 

in  Provincial  Towns,  470 

Book-Story,    A  romantic  one,  858 — 861 

BoHon  (John),  189,  190 

Boucher  (Rev,  Jonaihan).     His  Supplement  to  Johnson's  Dictionary,  448,  449 

Account  of  his  library,  450 

Braithwait  (Richard),    His  poetry  commended,  299—801 

.Brand  (Rev,  John),    Account  of  his  library,  452->454 

Bridges  (John),    Sale  of  his  library,  362 

Britain,  LUUe.    Famous  for  the  bookselling  trade,  800,  810,  811 

BriUon  (Thomoi),    Some  account  of,  831—888 

Sale  of  his  library,  888 

Bulmer  (Mr.  WUUam),    His  sumptuous  edition  of  Shakspeare,  427 

The  same,  a  unique  copy  of,  512 

His  edition  of  the  Deserted  Village  upon  satin,  512 

Burt  (QuiUaume  Pran^ou  Be,  and  Ouill,  le  Jeune  De).    See  Bibliographical  Index, 

Bumey  (Rev,  Charletf  LL,D.),     His  fortunate  purchase  of  a  Manilius,  522 

Hii  edition  of  Bentley's  Epistles,  582 
Barton  (RcibeH),  286 

Bury  (Richard  De),    Editions  of  his  PhOobiblion,  29.    Eztr^^  from,  109 

Account  of,  185—187 
Bute  (MarqwM  of).    His  copy  of  Hogarth's  Prints,  509 

His  collection  of  the  devices  of  Pope  Siztus  V.,  540 

His  valuable  Granger,  565 
BuHer  (Mr,  Charles),    His  literary  character,  84 
xxi 


GENERAL  INDEX. 

CaUlard  (M.).    His  uncut  fint  Homer,  79,  496 

His  nicety  in  having  his  books  bound,  518 
CaiUe  {Jean  de  La).    See  Bibliographieal  Index, 

Cambridffe.    Catalogue  of  the  books  contained  in  the  Univenity  wanted,  819 
Canute,  172 

OaHide  {EaH  of).    His  "  Father's  Revenge,"  582 
Caeiri.    See  Bibliographical  Index, 
Cataiogues,    Importance  of  making  good  ones,  888 

Foreign  and  English.    See  **  Catalogue,"  BMiographieat  Index, 
CaxUm  (WUUam).    Reviled  by  Bale,  174 

Hii  variout  printed  hoohi^  197,  dtc    See  Bibliographical  Index, 
JERi  portrait,  882 
CeeiL    Libellous  character  o^  287,  288 
Charlei  the  Fifth  qf  France,    Founder  of  the  Royal  Library,  186, 186 

Description  of  do.,  186 
Ohaunceff  {Dr,  Charlea  and  Nathaniel),    Account  of  their  libraries,  416,  417 
Cheering,    Explanation  of  this  word,  20,  87 
Cheu,    Game  of ,  described,  155—168 
CheviUier  {Andrew),    See  Bibliographical  Index, 
Chi  ffo-am-ti.    An  incendiary  of  libraries,  27 
Chivalry  and  Romaneei,    Books  relating  thereto,  152—154 
Chriitie  {John).    His  "Dissertation  on  Etruscan  Vases,"  582 
Chronicles,  Ancient,    Reprints  of,  837 
Cindli  {John),    See  Bibliographieal  Index. 
Clavd  {Robert),    His  book-catalogues,  806 
Clerk,  or  Clergyman,    Regulations  concerning,  151 
dungeon  {John),  288 
Cobham  {Thomas,  Bishop  of  Worcester),  192 
Colbert  {J,  B.).    Catalogue  of  his  library,  78 
Colet  {John,  Dean),    Some  account  of,  218—220 

Print  of  his  supposed  study,  219 
Collins  {A  nthony).    Sale  of  his  library,  868 
Conringius  (JTierman).     See  Bibliographical  hidex. 
Conybeare  {Rev,  Mr.).    His  Copy  of  Lord  Surrey's  Translation  of  part  of  the 

^neid,  2il 
Coryate  {TTiomas),  281 

Cotton  {Sir  Robert).    Some  account  of,  267—269 
Covent  Garden  Theatre.    Quarrels  relating  thereto,  17 
Cox  {Captain).    Some  account  o^  266,  267 

His  library,  267 

Cranmcr  {Thomas,  ArchlMcp  of  Canterbury).    Some  account  of,  248,  249 

His  Bible  upon  vellum,  248 

Expense  of  his  execution,  249 
Crevenna  Library,    Catalogues  o^  79 

Critics  and  Criticism,    True  spirit  and  character  of,  15 

Superfidalness  and  severity  of,  558 

Crofts  {Rev,  Thomas).    Account  of  his  ^brary,   896—898 

CromtoeU  {Thomas).    His  conduct  in  respect  to  the  Reformation,  229 

Croteles.    His  copy  of  an  illustrated  Pennant,  499 

DalrympU  {Alexander).    Sale  of  his  library,  458 
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Ihdy  (Iknii,  RL  Bon,).    Aoooant  of  hii  library,  414^  415 
Ike  {Dr.  John).    Some  account  of,  261—265 

Hia  Ubrary,  264 
Jknit  IMickad).    See  BtbUpgraj^ieal  Index. 
Devonthire  (UUe  Dueha^  of).    Her  **  Mount  St.  Qotbard,"  582 
Dittos.    Skill  of  hia  printing  upon  veUum,  521 
Dodd  {JofOei  WilUam).    Account  of  hia  library,  403 
Dormer  {Oeneral).    Catalogue  of  hia  Ubrary,  875 
Z>otice  {Franeii),    Hia  partiality  for  a  foreign  bibliographical  work,  55 

Fteparation  of  the  Lanadowne  collection  of  MSS.,  90 

Account  of  Wolaey'a  property,  225 

Skill  in  Old  Engliah  and  French  literature,  581 
,       CriticiamB  on  lua  "  Illuatrationa  of  Shakapeare^"  &c.,  ib. 
DramaiicLibrarktt  402,  408 
DramtUioa  NoUtiOf  456 
Dream.    Lyaandar'a,  478 — 480 
DwMtan  {$L).    Hia  work  **  De  occulta  philoBophi%''  184 

Some  account  of,  171 
Dyeon  {Heniry)^  802 

JSdwsation  of  Youth,  282—286 

Edward  the  Firei,  188 

Edward  the  Third,  lid,  184 

Edwardi  {Mr.).    Hia  copy  of  the  Catalogue  of  the  Crevenna  Library,  79 

zeal  in  the  importation  of  for^gn  booka  of  rarity  and 

value,  90 
copy  of  the  firat  edition  of  Livy— upon  vellum,  519 
Cataloguea  commended,  128 
In  poaaeeaion  of  the  Bedford  Miaaal,  191 
Hia  painting  of  Eraamua  and  Froben  by  Fuaeli,  228 

conmiunication  respecting  Count  IfCarth/a  books,  518 
Elizabeth  {Queen).    Her  book  of  devotions,  119.    Plate  of  the  golden  cover  of,  250 

Account  of  her  love  of  books,  249,  254 
Engravings  from  her  Prayer*book,  252,  258 
EUii  {Sir  Henry).    Preparation  of  Catalogue  of  the  Museum  printed  books,  90 

His  bibliographical  conmiunications,  118,  227,  297 
Edition  of  Fabian's  Chronicles,  523 
Engluh.    Want  of  curiosity  respecting  their  own  Uteraiy  history,  86 

Importance  of  a  national  press  to,  551 
Efiiode.    What  is  meant  thereby,  105 
EraamiUM.    Some  account  of,  222—224 

Fainting  of  him  and  Froben,  228 
Print  of  his  study,  224 
Rude  wood-cut  portrait  of  him,  ib. 

A  copy  of  his  first  edition  of  the  Gr.  Test — upon  vellum,  225 
Editions  of  his  words,  222 
Eugene  {Prince).    His  magnificent  library,  822 
Evane  {Mr.  R.  H.).    Hia  edition  of  Old  EngUsh  Ballads,  267,  820 

A  respectable  vender  of  classical  books,  808 
His  copy  of  his  Recueil  des  Uistoriens  des  Qaules,  492 
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Svaru  {Mr.  R,  H,),    His  reprint  of  Hakluyt's-Voyages,  550 

Fahricius  {John  Albert).    See  BittiographiccU  Index, 

Fabricitu  {John),    See  Bibliographieal  Index. 

Falconer  {WUliam),    Poem  of  the  Shipwreck  printed  npon  ■atin,  512 

Farmer  (Rev.  Richard,  D.D.),    Aooount  of  hii  libraij,  428 — 426 

FauUeener  {Henry)*    A  skilful  and  honest  book-binder,  199 

Ferdinand.    A  romantic  book-story  concerning,  858 — 861 

Ferrar Family,    Their  attachment  to  books,  and  skill  in  book-binding,  289 — ^292 

FiUingham  {late  Mr,  WUUam),     His  library  and  character  o^  408 

Fint  Editions.    Passion  for  collecting,  521 — 525 

Fithing.    Whether  a  merry  or  contemplatiye  art,  126 

FittwiUiam  {Lord  Vitcount),    His  collection  of  Rembrandt's  Prints,  509 

Fletewode  {Serjeant  WUUam),,  Account  of  his  monastic  library,  886 

Florizd,    His  attachment  to  hawking,  &c.,  548 

Folka  {Martin).    Some  account  ^f,  867 — 869 

Sale  and  analysis  of  his  library,  867 

Wood-cut  of  his  portrait,  869 
Fopling  {Sir),    His  periwig,  122 

Ford  {Mr.),  hookseUer,    His  catalogues  oonmiended,  128, 470 
Froiuart  {Sir  John),    A  presentation  copy  of  his  Chronicles,  184.    See  Johnet 

{Colonel  7%omai). 

OadcUue.    His  bibliographical  work,  89 

Oaignai  {Louie  Jean),    Catalogue  of  libraiy,  81, 162 

Gesner  {Conrad),    See  Bibliographical  Index, 

His  works  on  Natural  Histoiy,  546 

afford  {Mr.  WiUiam).    His  edition  of  ICassinger,  550 

forthcoming  edition  of  Ben  Jonson,  ib. 

OUbie  {Anthony),    His  character  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  215 

Gilchrist  {Oetaoiue).    His  edition  of  Bp.  Corbett's  Poems^  550 

Girald  Barri,  174, 178,  179 

Glattonbury  Monastery  Library,  178 

Godstaw  Nunnery  Library,  ib. 

Golden  Legend,  by  Caxton,  198' 

Goldsmyd  {Mr.  John  Lewis).    His  vellum  copy  of  "  Le  Passe  Temps,"  &c,  203 

Gonzalo.    A  vain  literary  character,  12 

GosseU  {Rev.  Dr.  Isaac),  868,  407 

Gough  {Richard).    Sale  of  his  library,  460 

Goujet  {Claude  Peter),    See  Bibliographical  Index, 

Grailes.    Definition  of,  150 

Granger  {Rev.  James).    His  Biographical  History  of  England,  500 

GrangeriU  spirit,  112,  497,  507 

GrenviUe  {RiglU  Hon,  Thomas).    His  laige-paper  copy  of  Hist  Steph.  ft  Vit. 

Tyg.'PsA,  47 
His  large-paper  copy  d  Renouard,  69 
A  similar  copy  of  the  VaUi^  Catalogne,  97 
A  similar  copy  of  Sandford's  Genealogical 

HUtory,  492 
A  similar  copy  of  Stiype's  Annals,  492 
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Orenvitte  ffomer.    Published  by  the  Grenville  Family,  491 
GroUier  {John).    Some  account  of,  488— 49Q 

Pattern  of  the  binding  of  hia  books,  489 
GiOch  {Mr.),  bookseller,  404,  470 

Hamper  {Mr.  William).    His  bibliographical  communications,  117,  529 
Hairley  {Robert,  Earl  of  Oxford).    Some  account  of,  847—854 

Analysis  of  his  library,  849 — 353 
Pope's  eulogy  upon,  853,  854 
ffarrii  {Mr,  William),    His  catalogue  of  the  Royal  Institution  Library  com* 

mended,  99 
Bis  correction  of  the  press  for  Reed's  edition  of  Shak* 

speare,  427 
In  poesession  of  Mr.  Boydell's  copy  of  the  original  head 

of  Shakspeare,  428 
His  copy  of  the  Lamoignon  catalogue,  84 
HaaUwood  {Mr.  Jo9eph).    In  possession  of  a  curious  volume,  88 

His  attachment  to  books  upon  Hawking,  &c.,  802,  548 
His  communication  in  the  British  Bibliographer,  874 
Haatings  {Henry).    Some  account  of,  287 
Hawher- Pilgrim.    Wood-cut  of,  544 
Heart  Heart    Explanation  of  this  phrase,  87  « 
Heame  {Thomat).    Some  account  of,  833-836 

Wood -cut  of  his  portrait,  337 
Sale  of  his  library,  336 

List  of  most  of  bis  works.    See  Bibliographieed  Index. 
Heath  {Dr.  Benjamin),    His  fine  library,  460 

Original  bibliographical  letter  of,  554 — 562 
Fac-simile  of  his  writing,  554 
Heher  {Mr.  Richard).    His  copy  of  **  The  Debate  between  the  Heraldes,"  11 

of  Oliver  of  Castillo,  154 
of  Froissart  by  Eustace,  202 
manuscript  of  Skelton'a  ''Imsge  of  Tpocrisy,"  226 
copy  of  MaunseH's  Catalogue,  280 

of  the  first  Aldine  Aristophanes,  297 
of  the  catalogue  of  Britten's  books,  888 
of  the  catalogues  of  T.  Rawlisson'a  booksi  844 
Heinechn.    See  Btbliographical  Index, 
Heinaita  {NiehoUu).    Catalogue  of  his  library,  82 
HdL    Descriptions  of  the  torments  of,  208,  204 
HendertoH  {John).    Account  of  his  library,  402, 408 
Henley  {John,  or  OraUr).    Account  of  his  library,  871,  872 

Anecdotes  of,  872,878 
Henry  {Rev.  Robert,  D.D.).    Character  of  his  History  of  Great  Britain,  145—147 
Henry  the  Second    Trevisa's  character  of,  175 
Henry  the  Fifth.    Warlike  character  o^  198 
Henry  the  Sixth,  194 
Henry  the  Seffenth^  202—206 
Henry  the  Eighth,  215-217 
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Herbert  {WUUam),    Author  of  the  TyP^S^P^cal  AntiqoitieB,  66 

Particulars  relating  to,  M,  840 
His  correspondence  with  Steevens,  488,  489 

Herman  (BUihop  of  8alubury),Vlb 

HieUiTy,  Ancient  English,    Neglect  of  the  study  of,  550 

Hoare  {Sir  Richard  Colt).  .  His  edition  of  Qiraldus  Cambrensis,  178 

His  large  paper  copy  of  Kennef  s  Faroch.  Antlq.i  498 

Hoblyn  (Robert),    Catalogue  of  bis  books  commended,  874 

Horteneitu,    A  book-auotion  bibliomaniac,  182 

Humphrey  {Duke  of  Gloucester),  193 

Hutton  {John),    His  curious  collection  of  books,  874 

Illuttrated  copies,  496—511 
Illustration,    Recipe  for,  497  ' 

Ina  {King  of  the  West  Saxons),  166 
Inscription  over  a  library  door,  108,  112,  118 
Institutions,    Public,  Literary,  and  Sdentifio,  551 

Jacob  {Louis),    See  Bibliographical  Index, 
Jamieson  {Dr,  John),    His  Scottish  Dictionary  commended,  499 
Jesuits,    Their  bibliographical  labours  commended,  88 
Johnes  {Col,  Thomas),    His  edition  of  Monstrelet,  154 

copy  of  *'  Heuree  de  Notre  Dame,"  409 
pleasure-grounds,  488 
View  of  his  library,  484 
Johnson  {Dr,  Samuel),    Anecdote  of  his  selling  books,  530,  531 

Quotation  from  the  Rambler  about  the  black-letter,  580 

Kay  {John),    His  siege  of  Rhodes,  248 

Kennet  {White,  Bishop  of  Peterborough),    Original  letters  of,  839 

Opinion  of  Wicliffe,  ib, 
Kenrick  {WiUiam,  LL.D,).    His  review  of  Dr.  Johnson's  Tour  to  the  Hebrides,  17 
KoUarius,    See  Bibliographical  Index, 

Laibe  {Philip).    See  Bibliographical  Index, 
Loire  {Ahhi  Francis  Xavier),    See  Bibliographical  Index. 
Lambecius  {Pierre),    See  Bibliographical  Index, 
Lanfranc,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  178 

Lansdowne  {William  FUzmaurice  Petty,  First    Marquis   of).    Account    of    his 

Ubrary,  90,  450, 451 
Large  paper  copies.    Account  of  valuable  works  of  this  character,  491 — 493 

The  author's  publications  of  this  kind»  493 
Latimer  {Hugh,  Bishop  of  Worcester),    His  conduct  with  respect  to  the  Reform- 
ation, 230 
His  sermons  quoted,  2S8 
His  death,  248,  249 
Laud  {WiUiam,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury),    Account  of  his  execution,  297 

Patronage  of  the  Fenar  Famfly,  290 
Leibnitz  {Qodfrey  WiUiam  De),    See  Bibliographical  Index^ 
Leland  {John),    Some  account  of,  242 — 246 
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Leonta.  A  book-auction  bibliomaniac,  133 
Lepidui,  A  book-auction  bibliomaniac,  121 
lewU  (Rev,  John).    His  literary  character,  888—340 

severe  opinion  of  Heame,  838 
Liberality  of  religious  sentiment,  109 
Libraries,    Devastation  of,  at  t^  Beformation,  288—235 

Dramatic,  402,  403 
lAtardo,    His  general  character,  211—213 

His  bibliomaniacal  enthusiasm,  848—852,  468,  470 
lAkrar^  ekaradert.    Quixotic,  6,  7.    Careless,  7.    Acrimonious,  8.    Vain,  12, 18. 

Obstinate,  14.    Critical,  14,  15.    Useful,  558 
Lomeier  (Johri),    See  Bibliographical  index, 

Lomenie  {Cardiihol  de  Brienne),    Account  of,  and  catalogue  of  his  library,  84,  85 
Longman,  Hurri,  Bees,  Orme,  and  Co,    Their  extensive  tra^e  as  booksellers,  808 
Lorenzo,    A  neighbour  of  the  author,  4 
His  house  and  grounds,  4 
Hbrary,  164 
drawing-room,  213 
alcove,  480 — 482 
Lort  (Dr.  Michael),    Account  of  his  library,  411—418 
Lotiehius  (Peter),    His  Latin  verses  concerning  his  library,  113 
Lumley  (John,  Lord),  281,  287 

Luttrel  (Narcissus),    His  extraordinary  collection  of  books,  828 
Lytons  (Mr,  Samuel).    His  large  paper  copy  of  Weever's  Funeral  Monuments,  492 

Macartney  (Mr.),    Account  of  his  library,  407 

Maddison  (John).    Sale  of  his  library,  459 

Magliabechi  (Antonio).    Some  account  of,  85->87 

MaiUaire  (Michael).    Some  account  of,  47.     See  BibUographieal  Index, 

Sale  of  his  library,  864 

Malvclio,    Sale  of  his  busts  and  statues,  26,  472 

Manion  (Dr.)    Sale  of  his  books,  806 

Marcdlus.    A  book-auction  bibliomaniac,  185 

Marchand  (Prosper),    See  Bibliographical  Index, 

Marlborough  Gems.    In  Woodhouse's  collection,  441—444 

Martin  (Thomas,  of  Palgrave),    Account  of  his  library,  884 — 886 

Mary  (Queen  qf  Philip  IL),    Commended  by  a  Roman  Catholic  writer,  236 

Mary  (Queen  of  Scots),    Her  portrait,  254 

Mason  (George).     Account  of  his  library,  419 — 428 

MaunseU  (Andrew).    His  catalogue  of  English  books,  280 

MaaucheUi  (Giovanni  Maria).    See  Bibliographical  Index. 

McCarthy  (Count),    Catalogue  of  a  former  library  of,  85.    His  present  fine  col- 
lection of  books,  518,  *519 

Mead  (Richard,  M,D.),    Some  account  of,  364—356 

Sale  of  his  library,  pictures,  and  ooini,  ftc,  865 
Account  of  his  family,  866 

Medici  (Lorenzo  De),    Catalogue  of  the  Oriental  MSS.  in  the  library  of,  87 

Meerman  (Gerard),    See  Bibliographical  Index, 

Menalcas,    A  book-auction  bibliomaniac,  186 

Menander.    A  literary  character,  7 
zxvii 


GENERAL  INDEX. 

MtftfAet  {De  SL  Leger).    See  BSbliographkal  Index, 
MereuriL    Attending  book-sales,  131 
Middleton  {Rev.  Conffera,  D.D.),    See  Bibliographical  Index, 
MiUer  {Thomoi).    Account  of,  471 

Miller  ( William),    His  illustrated  copy  of  Scott's  Dryden,  497 

edition  of  the  Shipwreck,  512 
of  the  Memoirs  of  Qrammont,  664 
MUlt  {Oeorge  Oalwiy),    His  fine  library,  447 
Mifobeau  ( Victor  Riquetti,  Marquie  Ik).    Catalogue  of  his  library,  88 

His  passion  for  beautiful  books,  514 
Misaali,    Beauty  of  their  execution,  150,  520 
The  Toletan  and  Mazarabic,  160, 161 
Monoiteriet.    Books  contained  in,  177 

Visitors  o^  231 

Ancient  hospitality  of,  234 

Alleged  abandoned  lives  of  the  keepers,  232 

Depositories  and  promoters  of  literature,  234 

Devastation  of,  231—235 
Afonaitic  Life,    Comparison  between  the  monastic  and  chivalrous  age,  as  most 

&vourable  to  the  Bibliomania,  149 
Monro  {Dr.  John).    Account  of  his  library,  417,  418.  i 
Montfaueon  {Bernard  De).    His  bibliographical  labours,  89 
MoonligM  night.    Influence  of,  5,  368 
More  (/oAfi,  "Bithop  of  Ely).    Some  account  of,  318,  819 
More  {Sir  Thomae),    220—222 
Morhof  {Daniel  Oeorge).    Some  account  of,  46 
Murray  {John).    Some  account  of,  831 
Muaeumf  The  Brititk.    The  librarians  of  commended,  86 

Catalogue  of  its  Printed  Books  and  Manuscripts,  89,  90 
Mfutaphti.    A  book-auction  bibliomaniac  and  book  vender,  122,  138 

Nattde,  or  Naudceue  {Odbriel).    His  works  commended,  88.    See  Bibliographical 

Index. 
Ndion,  Life  of.  Printed  upon  vellum,  521 
Neville  {Oeorge,  Archbishop  of  York).    Feast  at  his  inthronization,  200 

Fond  of  astrology,  ib.  \ 
Niceron.    See  Bibliographical  Index. 

NichoUs  {Mr.  John).    His  communications  respecting  Dr.  Mead's  family,  366 
Nieol  {Mr,  Oeorge),    His  anecdotes  concerning  some  volumes  printed  by  Cazton,  382 
North  {Prancist  Lord-Keeper),  309 
{Dr,  John),  810,  811.    Their  passion  for  books,  312 

Oldyi  { WUliam),  His  literary  labours  appreciated,  500.  ^See  Bibliographical  Index* 

Omar.     Supposed  destroyer  of  the  Alexandrian  library,  28 

Orlando.    Character  of,  105—113 

Odtome  {Thomas).    The  bookseller,  345,  848,  355 

Painted  Olass.    Heame's  commendation  of,  107 
Panzer  {Oeorge  Wolfgang  Francis).    See  Bibliographical  Index, 
Papillon  {Mr.  David).    Book*anecdote  concerning  him  and  Osborne,  355 
Paris  de  Meyzieux,    Account<,  and  catalogues,  of  his  fine  library,  90,  408—411 
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Parher  (Matthew,  Archbishop).    Some  Account  of,  257—261 

Catalogue  of  his  MSS.,  98 
Antiquity  of  the  Britiah  Church,  257^259,  400 
Libellous  life  of,  258 
His  consecration,  260 
Woodcut  portrait  of,  261 
Paknon  (Samud),    His  Bibliotheca  UniTcrsalis,  400 
Payne  (Mr,).    His  purchase  of  the  Lamoignon  library,  84 
PeaeKam  (Henry),  282.    His  "  Compleat  Gentleman  "  quoted,  283 
Peanon  (Thomas,  or  Major).    Account  of  his  libraxy,  403—406 
Pembroke  (Earl  of).    His  passion  for  books,  119,  324,  825 
Pepys  (Samuel).    Account  of  his  professional  and  book  ardour,  319,  820 
PeteiboTOugh  Abbey  Library,  178 

( WhiU,  Kennet,  Biehop  of).    His  opinion  of  Wickliffe,  339 
(Earl  of).    His  passion  for  books,  119 
Peters  (Hugh).    In  possession  of  a  part  of  Laud's  library,  298 
PimUL.  Catalogues  of  the  Pinelli  Ubrazy,  91 

An  account  of  the  library  so  called,  406,  407 
Pitts,  or  Pitseus  (Johannes),    His  work  commended,  38 
Person  (Richar^.    Sale  of  his  library,  458 

His  erudition,  and  skilful  penmanship,  459 
Portraits.    Saks  of  Engravings  of  rare  and  curious,  502--606,  510,  511 
Algernon,  Earl  of  Northumberland,  by  Hollar,  503 
Anne,  Queen  of  James  I.,  by  Visscher,  505 

m 

Banfi-Hunniades  (John),  by  Hollar,  502 

The  same,  with  variations,  ib. 
Berkeley  (George,  Earl  of),  by  Hollar,  503 
Bernard  (Dr.  Francis),  ib. 
Bethell  (Slingsby),  by  W.  Sherwin,  506 
Bohemia,  King  and  Queen  o^  and  family,  505 
Buckingham  (G^rge,  Duke  of),  sold  by  Stent,  503 

Csesar  (Sir  Julius)  by  Elstracke,  506 
Catharine,  Queen  of  Charles  IL,  by  Faithome,  502 
Cecyll  (Edward),  (General,  by  Passe,  510 
Chaloner  (Sir  Thomas),  by  Hollar,  502 
Charles  L,  by  Lombard,  ib. 

The  same,  with  Cromwell's  head,  ib. 

Princess  Augusta  Maria,  daughter  o^  by  Danckera,  505 
Cole  (Thomas),  506 

Cromwell  (Richard,  Lord  Protector),  by  Hollar,  504 
Cumberland  (George,  Earl  of),  by  R.  White,  503 

Damley  (Henry,  Lord),  by  Passe,  505 

Devereux,  Earl  of  Essex,  on  horseback,  by  Hollar,  502,  504 

The  same,  standing  on  foot,  by  do.,  508,  504 
Digby  (Lord),  in  armour,  after  Yander  Borcht,  504 

Elitabeth  (Queen),  in  superb  court  dress,  by  Passe,  502 

superbly  dressed,  between  pillars,  505 
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PortraUt.    Sales  of  engravings  of  rare  and  curious,  conUnued : 

Frederic  (Prinoe),  Ac.,  with  Princen  Elinbeth,  by  Elstnuske,  505 

Hay  (Lord  James),  by  Passe;  506 
Henry  the  Eighth,  by  C.  M[at8is],  505 
Henry  (Prince  Frederic),  by  Delaram,  506 
Hollajr,  his  own  portrait,  504 
Hotham  (Sir  John),  Gtovemor  of  Hull,  506 
Howard  (Thomas,  Earl  of  Suffolk),  by  Elatncke,  605 
(Thomas,  Earl  of  Arundel)^  506 

Isham  (Sir  Thomas),  by  Loggan,  502 

Eillegrew  (Thomas),  by  Faiihome,  506 

Lister  (Sir  Matthew,  M.D.)»  by  P.  V.  Somer»  504 
Lloyd  (Humphrey,  of  Denbigh),  by  Faber,  i&. 
Lortie  (Andrew),  by  Yan  Somer,  506 
Lyon  (Sir  Patrick,  of  Caise),  by  White,  ib. 

Malines  (Samuel),  by  Lombart,  i6. 
Marsham  (Sir  John),  by  R.  White,  504 
ICary,  Queen  of  Soots,  by  Mynginus,  505 

The  same,  veiled,  ftc.,  ib, 
Maaoall  (Edward),  by  Gammon,  506 
Master  Martin,  by  R.  Qaywood,  504 
Mountaine  (Qeorge),  Bishop  of  London,  G.  Y.  Bculptit,  506 

Newcastle  Family,  by  Clowet,  508 

OToole  (Arthurus  Severus  Nonesuch),  by  Delaram,  506 

Paston  (Lady),  wife  of  Sir  W.  Paston,  by  Faithome,  504 
(Sir  William),  by  Faithome,  ib, 

Pembroke  (Herbert,  Earl  of),  by  Hollar,  502  ' 
(Mary,  Countess  of),  by  Passe,  504 
(Penelope,  Countess  of),  by  Hollar,  ib, 
(Ann  ClifTord,  Countess  of),  by  R.  White,  t&. 

Portman  (Sir  William),  506 

Rawdon  (Marmaduke),  by  White,  506 

Roynell  (Carew),  504 

Rupert  (Prince),  by  Faithome,  506 

sold  by  R.  Peake,  504 

Sack  (Mull'd),  sold  by  Compton  Holland,  511 
Sackville  (Richard,  Earl  of  Dorset),  by  Passe,  506 
Shaftesbury  (Anthony,  Earl  of),  by  Blooteling,  ib, 
Sheffield  (Baron  Edmond),  by  Elstracke,  ib, 
Shirley  (Lady  Elizabeth),  by  Hollar,  508 
The  same,  by  do.,  ib. 
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PortraUs,   8dUt  of  Engravingi  of  rare  and  euriout,  eoniinued : 
Sidney  (Sir  Philip),  by  ELstracke,  605 
Sidney  (Robert,  Viscount  Liale),  by  PasBO,  600 
Smith  (Ridhard),  by  W.  Sherwin,  503 
Somerset  (Edward,  Earl  of  Worcester),  by  F^isse,  506 
Stone-Eater  (The),  by  Hollar,  602 

Vere  (Henry,  Earl  of  Oxford),  sold  by  Compton  Holland,  505 

The  same,  by  Payne,  Passe,  ftc,  510 
Vemey  (Sir  Grerille),  by  Loggan,  506 

Wetenhall  (Edward,  Bishop  of  Corke  and  Ross),  by  Becket,  ib. 

Whitington  (Richard,  Lord  Mayor  of  London),  by  Elstracke,  610 

Willoughby  (Sir  Francis),  by  T.  Man,  503 

Windebank  (Sir  F.)  and  Loid  Finch,  605 

Wortley  (Sir  Francis),  by  Hertocks,  603 

Wriothesley  (Heniy,  Earl  of  Southampton),  by  Passe,  606 

Wynn  (Sir  John,  De  Qwedir),  by  Vaughan,  606 

York  (James,  Duke  of},  605 

Preta,  National    Want  of,  651 

Pnnter$,  Englith,    Protected  by  the  statute  of  Richard  III.,  114 

Printing.    Benefit  of,  197 

Print-sales,    Barnard,  602,  503 

Sir  W.  MuBgrave,  503,  604 

Miscellaneous,  504 — 606 
Prints,    Account  of  rare  and  curious  ones,  602 — 511 
Proapero,    A  book-auction  bibliomaniac,  185 

Psalters.    The  Author's  Essay  upon  the  ancient  Psalters  printed  at  Ments,  42 
Pynson  {Richard).    His  books  upon  vellum,  216 

Quin  {Mr.).    His  passion  for  books  printed  upon  yellum,  518 
Q^iaquUius.    A  book-auction  bibliomaniac,  126 

Ranxau  {Henry  De).    Inscription  over  his  library  door,  118 
RaJtdiffe  {Jokn).    Account  of  his  library,  892,  898 

Comparison  between  the  collections  of  West  and  Ratclifie,  893 
Ravilinton  {Thomas),    His  passion  for  book-collecting,  848 — 846 

Catalogues  of  his  seyeral  book-sales,  844,  845 
Bavjlinson  {Ri^ard).    Sale,  and  specimens,  of  his  libraxy,  869,  870 
Rede,  or  Read  {WHliam,  Bishop  oj  Chichester),  192 
Reed  {Isaac).    Some  account  of  him  and  his  library,  455,  456 
Reformation.    Histoiy  of  the,  as  connected  with  the  Bibliomania,  228—288 
Rembrandt.    Account  of  the  scarcest  engravings  by  him,  607 — 609 
Reprints  of  voluminous  and  useful  works  applauded,  549, 550 
Reviekzky  {Count).    Catalogue,  and  disposal,  of  his  library,  92 
Reviews.    Their  advantages  and  disadvantages,  rise  and  progress,  16, 17 
Richard  De  Bury,  185—188 
Rinaldo.    A  book-auction  bibUomaaiac,  186 
Ritson  {Joseph).    His  diaracter,  under  that  of  Syoorai,  7<— 8 

Sale  of  his  books,  448 
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Jlive  (Ahhi  Jean  Jotepk).    See  Bibliograpkiedl  Index, 

Roche  (Mr).    His  coannunication  respecting  Count  ITCarthy,  518 

Roicoe  {Mr.  William).    Proposed  to  write  a  life  of  Erasmus,  222 

His  commendation  of  handsome  book*binding,  514 
Jioticrutiut.    A  book-auction  bibliomaniac,  127,  128 
Jioveray  {Du).    Bh  publications  commended,  481 
Jlotoe  Moret  {Edward).    Sale  of  his  library,  501 
Hoxburgh  {John,  Duke  of).    Anecdote  of,  623 
Hoycd  InttUrUion.    Catalogue  of  the  library  of,  99 

Sales,  Booh.    Account  of  their  establishment,  804—808 
Number  of,  in  the  years  1806-7,  456,  457 
Satin.    Books  printed  upon,  512 
Saxitu  {CkriUopher).     See  Bibliographical  Index. 
Scaliger  {Joseph).    The  author's  estate  compared  with  that  of,  554 
Scott  {Robert).    A  celebrated  bookseller,  810 

Scott  {Sir  Walter).    Beauty  of  his  poetry.  410.     See  Bibliographieal  Index. 
Seotus  Erigena  {Johannes).    Account  of  his  writings,  168 
Scribes,  or  Scriveners.    Ignorance  of  the  ancient,  184 
Seaman  {Dr.)    Catalogue  of  his  books,  804  -306 
Sharp  and  HaHea.    Their  publications  commended,  431 
Sherington  {Sir  Walter).    Regulations  concerning  his  library,  194,  195 
SimUis,     Inscription  upon  his  tomb,  562 
Smith  {Consul).    Catalogue  of  his  library,  95,  876 
Smith  {Richaf^d).    Account  and  sale  of  his  library,  802—804 

Engraving  of  his  portrait^.  503 
Smyth  {George).    Account  of  his  library,  408 
Snuff-box  of  Mr.  L.,  122 

Soubise  {Prince  De).    Catalogue  of  his  library,  96 
Southgate  {Richard).    Account  of  his  collections,  419 
Spencer  {George  John,  Earl).    His  purchase  of  Count  Heyickzkys  library,  02 

His  copies  of  the  Mozarabic  Missal  &  Breviary,  162 
Copy  of  the  Siege  of  Rhodes,  printed  by  Caxton,  407 
Copy  of  Pynson's  edition  of  Chaucer's  works,  417 
Copies  of  iUustrated  Shakspeares,  498 
Copy  of  Pliny,  printed  by  Sweynhem  and  Pan* 

nartz,  upon  vellum,  519 
Eulogy  upon  his  character,  524 
Armorial  ensigns  of,  525 

Copy  of  the  *'  Assertio  Septem,"  upon  vellam,   565 
Stafford  {Marchioness  of).  Description  of  a  private  publication  by,  583 

Her  skill  in  etching,  584 
Stanley  {Colonel).    His  fine  copy  of  De  Bry,  512 
Steevens  {George).    Some  account  of,  427 — 440 

Analysis  of  his  library,  428 — 436 
His  verses  on  Eleanour  Rummin,  437 
His  letters  to  Herbert,  438 — 440 
Strange  {John).    His  library  commended,  441 
Strawberry'EiU  Press.    Account  of  books  printed ihere^  684,  640 

Vignette  device  of  the  house,  640 
Struvius.    See  Bibliographical  Index. 
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Stuhbei,    See  Bihliografhioal  Index, 

surrey  (Henry  Howard,  BdH  of),    Hib  whistie,  241 

An  intended  edition  of  his  works  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.Nott^i&. 
Sutherland  (C7o2.  AUxandtr  Hend/roi).    His  extnordinary  copy  of   an  illustrated 

Clarendon,  499 
Sycorax,    A  literary  character,  7—9 
Syhei  {Sir  Mcark  Matlerman).    His  copy  of  the  Beviokaky  Catalogue,  92 

of  Bapin's  History  of  England,  494 

Tanner  {Thanuu,  Bithop  of  1^  A$aph).    AocouDt   of    his   editorship   of   Wood's 

Athen.  Ozod.,  46 

His  BibL  Brit.  Hibemica,  62 

Tettament,  Oreek.    Number  of  editions  of,  542 

Teiordanekhi.    A  book  so  called,  65,  890 

TJuobald  (Zetow).    His  love  of  old  books,  848 

Theodore  {Arehbkhop  of  Canierbury),  165 

Theoloffieal  volumet.    Great  number  o^  in  the  Imperial  libraxy  at  Paris,  109 

Tkuanas  [De  Thou,  Jaqiua  Augmte^    Account,  and  catalogue,  of  his  libraxy,  96 

Thynne  ( WiUiam).    A  distinguished  bibliomaniac,  242 

Tiptoft{J6kn,  Earl  of  Woreeiter),  198,  199 

Tirabo$chi  {OiroUmo).    See  BibUoffrapMecU  Index, 

TUlei  of  Books.    Strangely  lettered  upon  the  binding,  88 

Todd  (Rev.  Henry  John),    See  BtbUographieal  Index, 

His  editions  of  Milton  and  Spenser  conmiended,  550 

Triphook(Mr,  iZo6er()— bookseller,  808 

His  projected  work  on.  The  History  of  Playing  Cards/  399 

Tristrem  (Sir),    A  book-auction  bibliomaniac,  184 

Trithemius  (John},    Some  account  of,  541,  542 

Wood-cut  portrait  o^  542 

TrueEdMtiom,    Account  of,  525—527 

Tutet  (Mark  Oqphat),    Account  of  his  library,  899,  400 

Ulpian,    A  book-auction  bibliomaniac,  182 
Uncut  Copiee,    Psosion  for  the  possession  of,  494—496 
Unique  Copiet,    Hlustration  o^  511 — 514 

UUerton  (Mr,  Bduard  Vernon),    His  copy  of  Stubbes's  Anatomy  of  Abuses,  279 

of  Scott's  Discoverie  of  Witchcraft,  492 

VaUi^  (DueDeLa),    Anecdote  of  him  and  the  Abb^  Bive,  59 

Catalogues  of  his  library,  97 
Vellum,  hookt  prmied  fqnm,  68,  97",  821,  822— but  see  particularly  515—521 
Vieitars  ol  ancient  Mooasteriai^  281 

Wakefield  (Robert),  286,  418 

Walpole  (Franeie),    Heraldic  quarterings  of,  100 

Walpole  (Horate).    See  'Strawberry  Hill  Press.' 

Wardey  (Humphrey),.   Some  account  of,  846,  847 

Warton  (Thomas),    Celebrated  under  the  character  of  Menander,  7 

West  (Jamee),    Account  o^  and  analysia  of  his  libraiy,  876 — 888 

Prices  d  some  of  his  books  sold  by  auction,  877,  880,  881 
Comparison  of  bis  Kbraiy  with  J.  Ratdiffe's^  898 
zzzm  d 
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Wicliffc  iJohn),    Bishop  Fell's  character  of,  818 

Mr.  Baber'a  editioii  of  his  New  Testament,  889 
Life  o^  by  Lewis,  810 

WiUrtraham  (Mr,  Itoffer).    His  copy  of  the  '  Manner  and  Forme  of  Confession,'  224 
JMlkes  {John).    Account  of  his  Library,  447 

WilM)n  {Thamat,  Biakop  of  Sodor  and  Man).    His  edition  of  the  Bible,  109 
WUehes.    Tracts  relating  to,  at  Brand's  sale,  454 
Wolfitu  {John).    See  BiUiographiecU  Index, 

Wood-out  portrait  of,  112 
Wolsey  {FkomoB,  Cai'dinal^,  225—228 

His  character  by  Skelton,  Roy,    and   l^^dale,    225i 

226,  227 
Fine  books  presented  to  him,  227 
Wood  {Anthony).    Some  account  of,  312 — 816.    See  BiMiographieal  Index. 

.    Woodcut  portrait  of,  815 
Woodjord  {Emperor  John  Alexander).    Sale  of  his  library,  459 
XVoodhouae  {Mr.  John).    His  collection  of  prints,  441 — 444 

His  collection  of  books,  444 — 446 
WcTtley  (Dr.).    Sale  of  his  books  by  auctiouj  806 
Wortiey  {Sir  Richard).    His  '  Museum  Worsleyanum,'  582 
Wright  {Richard,  M.D.).    Account  of  his  library,  401,  402 
Wynne  (Edward).    Account  of  his  library,  823,  824 

Ximenes  {Cardinal  Francis),    See  BUdiographieal  Index. 

Life  of  him  by   Lord   Holland,  or  Mr.  S6uthey»  a 
literary  desideratum,  160 
Youth.    Character  and  History  of  the  Education  of  the  andent  English  Youth 
282—286 
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The  borrower  must  return  this  item  on  or  before 
the  last  date  stamped  below.  If  another  user 
places  a  recall  for  this  ilem,  the  borrower  will 
be  notified  of  the  need  for  an  earlier  return. 

Non-receipt  of  overdue  notices  does  not  exempt 
the  borrower  from  overdue  fines. 
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Thank  you  for  helping  to  preserve 
library  collections  at  Harvard. 


